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A weekly Democratio
peper, devoted to Pol1
vs, News, the Arts
sad Sciences &c. Pub-

ished every Wednes- =
pay, st Tunkhannock
Wyoming County,Pa
8Y HARVEY SICKLERs

Terms—1 copy 1 year, (in advance) $2.00.
ot Paid witnin six menths, 32.50 will be charged

N© paper will be DISCONTINUFD, until all ar-
Tearages are paid; unless at the option of publisher.

ADVERTISING.
10 lines or T

gfhru { one

Yees, make Ihreci_/our! tiro siz
o ne square|weeksweeks mo’thimo’th mo’lhg year
i n e coft i oty

k) § 1,25, 2,25/ 2,67} 3,0 § 5,00
o g ;’&j 250, 3,25, 3.5o§ 45 E 6,00
3 do 300, 375, 475 5,50; 7,00' 9,L0
} Column. 200l 4500 6,50 800! 10,00 15,00
$ do 600, 6,50/ 1600/ 12,00} 17,00 25,60
i do. g0, 7.0 14,00 18,00 25,00, 35,00
1 do.  J10.00!12,00017,00 22,00/25,00' 40,00

A S —
e ——

EXECUTORS, ADMINISTRATOKS and AUDI-
TOR’'S NOTICES, of the usual length e« $2,50

OBITUARIES,- exceeding ten lin¢s, each ; RELI
GIOUS and LITERARY NOTICES, not of genera
interest, one half tae regular retes.

Business Cards of one square, with paper, $5.
JOoOB WORK 1
of a1l kinds neatly executed, and at prices to suit
he times.
Al TRANSIENT ADVERTI SEMENTS and JOB
WOREK iust be paid for, when ordered.

Business  Fotics,
NEO S, TUTTON, ATTONEY AT LAW

¥  Tunkhonnock, Pa. Office’in Stark’s Brick
wek, Ttogs strect

3. COOPER, PHYSICTAN & SURGEON
« Newton Centre, Luzerne County Pa.

R.& W_E LITTLE, ATTORNEYS AT
LAW Office on Tioga street, TunkhanneckPd.

T™M. M. PIATT, ATTORNEY AT LAW, 0
\ fice in Starl's Brick Block Tioga St., Tunk
hsunoek, Ps.

Ehe Buehler House,

HARRISBURG, PENNA.

The undersi having lately purchased the

« BUEHLER HOUSE ”mporty, bas already com-

menced such alterati impr ents as will

reader this old and popular Hoase equal, if not supe-
rier, to any Hotel in the City of Hnrrhburf‘.

A eoutinuance of the public patronage is refpect-

1, ited.
- y.wliex GEO. J. BOLTON-

"WALL'S HOTEL,

LATE AMERICAN HOUSE,
TUNKHANNOCK, WYOMING CO, PA.

oV

HIS establishment has recen'ﬂy been refitted an
furnished in the latest style. Every attention
will be given to the comfort and convenience of those

whe patronize the Houre. s
T. B. WALL, Owner and Proprietor;

Tunkhanneck, September 11, 1861.

NORTH BRANCH HOTEL,

MESHOPPEN, WYOMING COUNTY, PA
Wm. H. CORTRIGHT, Prop'r

AVING resumed the proprietorship of the abov
Hotel, the undersigned will spare no effort
vewnder the house an agreeable place of sojourn -
all who may favor it with their custom.
Ww. H. CORTRIGHT.

June, 3rd, 1863

Peans Dotel,

TOWANDA,FPA.

N. B. BARTLET,

§Lete of v.. Berarnarp House, ELMiga, N X-
PROPRIETOR,

The MEANS HOTEL, is one of the LARGEST
and BEST ARRANGED Houses in the country—It
is fitted up in the most modern and improved style,
aad 2o pains are spared to make it a pleasant and

ble stopping-place for all,
v 3, no2l,ly.

CLARKE, KEENEY,&€0,,

MASUPACTURERS AND WHOL®SALE DEALERS IN

LADIES’, MISSES’ & GENTS’
Zilkand Eassimere Dats

AXD JOBBERS IN
‘HATS. CAPS, FURS, STRAW GOODS,*
PARASOLS AND UMBRELLAS,
BUFFALO AND FANCY ROBES,
849 BROADWAY,

CORNER OF LEONARD STREET,

HEW TSRE.

B. ¥. CLARK,
A O XEENET,
®. LESENEY.

M. GILMAN,
- BENTIST.

B GILMAN, has permanently located in Tunk
« haancek Borough, and respéctfully tesderhi
professional services to the citizens of this placeand
surrounding country. »
lALL WORK WARRANTED, TO GIVE SATIT-
110N,
Stice over Tutton’s Law Office near the Pos

. NEW

TAILORING SHOP

having had a sixteen years prac

¥he Sgbs.. incutting and. mak‘ilng clothing
#loal exporispcs .. - in this line to the citizenso
offers &is

sow “‘nuh-
- vieiaity, "'t fiad his' shop the
0 to got them, R, Suirn

Jorly
@-280-8mey -

-| States in which

MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT.

THE RESTORATION OF THE SOUTH«
ERNSTATES AGAIN URGED
UPON COMNGRESS.

OUR FOREIGN RELATIONS, &ec.

Feltow-citizens of the ‘Senate and House of
Representatives :

After a brief interval the Congress of the
United States resumes its annual legislative
labors, An all-wise and mercifal © Provi-
dence has abated the pestilence which visit-
ed our shores, leaving its calamitous traces
upon some portions of our country.  Peace,
order, tranquillity, and eivil authority have
been formaily dvelared to exist throughout
! thie. whole of the United Statés. In  all of
| the States civil anthority has supercecded
| the coercion of arms, and the peovle, by
their voluntary actionare maintaining their
governments in full setivity and complete
operation.  Tha enforeement of the laws is
no longer “obstructed in any State by cox.-
binations too powerful to be suppressed by
the ordinary course-of judicial proceedings;”
and the animosities engendered by the wer |
are rapidly yrelding to the beneficient influ-
ences of our free institutions, ‘and to the
kindly effeets of our unrestricted cocial and
comu.ercal intereourse.  An entire restor-
ation of fraternal feeling must be the carnest
wish of every patriotic heart ; and‘we wili
have accomplished oar grandest national
achievement when, forgetting the sad events
of the past, and rememberingonly theirin
structive lessons, we resume  our onward
carecr as a free, prosperous, and united
people.

In my message of the 4th of December,
1863, . ongress was intonmed of the moas-
ures which had been iustituted by the Kxe-
cutive with a view to the gradual resto a-
tion of the States in which the irsurrection
ocearred to their relations with the General
Government.  D’rovisional Governers had
been appointed, Conventions calld, Gov-
eruers clected, Legislatures assembled, and
Senators and Representatives  chosen  to
the Congress of the Uinted States. Courts
had been opened for the eufoigament - of
laws long in abeyance. The blockade had
been removed, custom-houses re establish-
ed, and the internal revenue laws - pat in
force, in order that the people might con—
tribute to the national mcome. Postal op-
erations had been renewedand eflorts were
being made to restore themto their foimer
condition of efficicney.  The States  then-
selves had been asked to take partin the
high function ot amending the Constituton
and of thus sanctioning the extinction  of
African slavery as one of the legitunate re
sults of our interneeine strugele,

Having progressed thus far, the Exeen-
tive Department found that it had  accom-
plished nearly all that was within the scope
of its constitutional anthorty. One thiny.
however, yet remain to be done before the
work of restoration could be complered,and
that was the admission to Congress of loyal
Senators and Representatives  from  the
States whose people had rebelled —aga nst
the lawfal anthority ot the General Govern-
ment. This question devolved upon the re-
spective Houses, which by the Constitation,
are made the judges of the eleetions, re-
turns, and qualifications of their owr wem
bers, and its consideration at ovee engaged
the attewrtion of Congress,

In the meantime, the Exeeative Depurt-
ment—no other plan having heen proposed
by Congress—-continued its efforts to  per-
feot, as far as was practicable. the resto a-
tion of the proper relation between the ¢i-
tizens of the respective States, the  States.
and the Federal Government, extending,
from time to time, as the public interests
seem to require, the judicial, revenue, and
postal aystems of the ecuntry.  With the
advice and consent of the Senate, the re
cessary officers were ‘appointed, and appro-
priations made by Congress for the pay-
ment of their salaries, The proposition to
amend the Federal Constitution, so -asto
prevent the existence of slavery within the
United States or avy place subject to their
junsdiction was ratified by the requisite
number of States, und on the 18th day of
December, 1865, it was officially -~ declared
to have become valid as a part of the Con-
stitution of the Uaited States. A1l of the
insurrection had existed
promptly amended their Constitutions, . &0
as to make them conform to the pgrea
change thus effected in the organic law  of
the land ; declared null and void all erdi
nances and laws of s cession ; repudiated
all pretended debts and obligations created
for the revolutionary purposes of the insur-
rection ; and procecded, in good faith, to
the enactment of measures for the protec:
tion and arzelioration of the .condition of
the colored race. Congress, however, yet
hesitated to admit any of these States  to
representation ; and it was it until to,
wards the close of the eighth month of the
session that an exception was made. i fa.
vor of Tennessee, by the admission of bLer
Senators and Representatives,

1 deem it a subject of hifound regret
that’ Congress has thus far fuiled to admit
to sea:s loyal Senitors and Representatives
from the other States, whose inhabitants,
with those of Tennessee, had- eagaged in
the rebellion, Ten States—more than one
fourth of the whole number—rimain  with
out repreaeotatian; the seats of fifty mem-
bers in the Honse ot representatives and of
twenty members in the Senate are yet va-
cant—aot by their own consent, not by a
failure of election,but by the refusal of Gon-

to accept their credentials, The -
mission, it is believed, would have ‘accom-
plished much towards the remewal and

i strengthening of our relations as one people

i . .
and removed serious cause for discontent

jouthe pait of the inhabitants of thuse
' States, , It wonld have aceorded with  the
great privciple enunciated in the Declara~
ton of American Indapendence, that no
people onght to bear the barden of taxation,
and yet be depied thé right of representa-
tion, It would ‘have been in consonance
with'the express provisions of the Constitu-
tion, that “each State shall have at least
one Representative,” and “that no State,
without ‘its consent, shall be deprived of its
equal suffrage in the Scuate,”  These pro-
visions were intended to sceure to every
State, and 1o the people of every State, the
right of representation in each House of
Congress ; anll so important was it decemed
by the framers of the Constitution that the
equality of the States iu the Senate should
be preserved, that not even by an amend—
ment of the Constitution  can  any  State,
without its consent, be demied a  voice in
that branch ot the National Legislature.

It is true, it lias been assumed that the
existence of the States was terminated by
the rebellious acts of their inhabitants. and
that the iusurrection having been suppress—
ed, they were thenceforward to be con-
sidered merely as enrquered  territories —
The Legislative, Executive, and Judicial
Departments  of the Government liav:,
however, with great di<tinetness and uni-
form consisteney, refused  to sanction an
a~smaption 0 1ncompatible with the natare
of our republican system? and with the pro—
fessed objeets of the war - Throughout the
recent leyislation of Congress, the undenia-
ble fact m=kes itself apparent, that these
ten political communities  are nothing less
than States of this Union. At the very
commencement of the rebellion, each House |
dvelaréd, with a unanimity as remarkable |
as it was sizoficant, that the war was not
waged, npon our part, in any spirit of op -
pression, nor for any purpose of conquest
or subjugation, nor purpose of overthrow—
ing or interfering with the rights or estab-
lished institutions of those States, but to
defend and maintain the supremacy of the
Coustitution and all laws made in. pursu-
anee thereof, and to preserve the  Union
with all the digaity, equality, and rights of
the several States unimpaired ; and  that
as so0n as these okj -ets were “accomplish-
ed the war onght o cease,” 1o some in-
stanees. Senators were permitted to contin—
ue tieir legislagive functions, while in other
wistances Representatives were elected and
whinitted 1o scats after thewr Siates ha { for—
mally declared their right to witldraw, from
he Union, and were endeavoring 10 main—
tain that right by force of arms, All of the
States whose people were io insarreetion,
is States, were included in the apportion-
ment-ot the direct tax  of twenty millions
of dollars anvually laid uapon the United
States by the act approved 5th  August,
1561.  Congress, by the act of March 4th,
1361, and by the apportionment of repre=
sentation thercunder also recognized their
presence as States in the Union; and they
iave, for judical purposes, been dividod
into districts, us States alone ean be divided.
['lie same recognition appears in the recent
tegislation in reference 1o Tennessee,which
evidently rests upon the factthat the fune—
iions of the ~tate were not  destroyed by
the rebellion, but merely suspended ; and
that principle is of course applicable to
those  States,  which, like Tenunessee,

ttempted to renounce their places in the
Union.

The action of the Exccutive Department
of the Government npon th's subjezt has
heen «qually d- finite and uniform, and the
purpose of the war was specific.lly stated in
the Proclamation iscued by my predecessor
on the 22d day of September, 1862. It was
then solen nly proclaimed and declared that
“herealter, as heretofore, the war will=be
pms«(-ulecl for the ol ject of practically re—
storing the constitutional relation  between
the United States and cach of the States and
the people thereof, im which States that re-
lation is or may Le suspended or disturb-
ed.”

The reeognition of the States by the Ju-
dicial Department of the  Government has
also been elear and conclus.ve in all pro-
ceedings affecting them as States, had in
the Supreme, Cireu:t and District  Conits

In the admission of Senators and Repre-
sentativélrom ary and all of the States,
there can be no just ground of spprehen:
<ion that persons who are disloy.l  will be
clothed with the powers of 1-gislation 5 ford
this could not happen when the Constitu-
tion and the jaws are enforeed by a vigi-
tant and faithful Congress. .. Each honse is
madle the “Judge of the clections, returns,
and qualifications of its own m mbers,” and
may, “with the concurrence of two-thirds,
expel a member.” When a Senator or
Representative presents his certificate of
clection, he may at once be admitted or re
jeeted ; or should there be any qaestion as
o his eligibihity, his credentials may be re-
ferred for investigation to the appropriate
If aami:1ed to a seat, 1t must

committee- I
House

be upon evidence satisfactory 1o the
of which he thus becomes a member, that
he possesses the requisite Constitutional
aud legal qnalifications, If refused admis-
sivh as a member for want of due allegians
to the Government, and returned to  his
constituents, they are admonished that
none but persons loval to the United States
will be allowed a voiee in the Legislative
Councils of the nation, and the political
power and moral influence of Congress are
thus off-ctively exerted ib the interests of
loyalty to the Government and fidelity to
the Union.  Upon this question, so vitally
affecting the restoration ot the Union and
the permadi-ney of our present form of
 goverumeut, my convictions, beretofore ex-

on the contrary, their correctness has been
confirmed by reftcction and time. It the
admission of loval members to sexts in the
respective House ot Congress was wise and
expedient a year ago, it is no less wise and
expedient now.  If this onomalous condi-
tion is right now—if, in the exact condition
of these States at the present time, 1t is
lawful to exciude them from representation,
T do not see that the question will be chang-
ed by the efflux of time. Ten years hence,
if these States remain as they are, the right
! of representation will be no stronger—the
right of exclusior. will be no weaker,

The Counstitution of the United States
makes 1t the duty of the President to ve-
commend to the consideration of Congress
“ such measures as he shall judge necessa-
ry or expedient.” I know cf no measurg
more imperatively dzmanded by every con-
sideration of uational interest, sound poli-
cy, ard equal justic, than the admissions
of loyal members from the now unrepre
sented States,  This would  consummate
the work of restoration, . and exert a most
salutary influence in  the re-establishment
of peace, harmony and fraternal feeling,—
It wo uld terd greatly to renew  the confi-
dence of the American people in the vigor
and stability of their institations, It wo'd
bind us more closely together as a nation,
and enuble us to show to the world the in-
hereut and recuperative power  of a Gor-
ernment fonnded upon the will of the peo
ple, and established upon the prisciples of
liberty; justice and inteliigence.  Qur in-
creased strength and  enhancee  prosperity
would irrefragably demonsirste the faliacy
of the arguments spainst free 1ngtitution
drawn from our recent national ders
by the enemies of republican  government,
The admission of loyal menmoers from the
Srate now excludid trom Congress, by al-
laying doubt and apprehension, would turn
capital now awaiting au opportunity for
investment, into the channels of trade and
industry. It would alleviate the present
cond.tion of those States, and, by inducing
emigration, aid in the settlement  of fertile
recions now unculuvated, and  lead to an
increased production of those staples which
have added so greatly to the wealth of the
nation and the commerce of the world. —
New fields of evterprise would be opened
to ur progressive people, and soon the de-
vastations of war woald be repaired, and
all traces of our domestic differences effac-
ed from the mind of our countrymen,

In our efforts to preserve “ the unity of
‘Government which coustitutes us one peo—
ple,” by restoring the States to the condi-
tion whichthev held prior to the rebellion,
we should be cautious, leat, having rescned
our nation from perils of threatened disin-
tegration, we resort to* consideration, and
in the end absolute despotism. as & remedy
for the recurrence of similar tronbles.  The
war having termivated, and with it all ve-
casion for the exercisé of powers of doubt-
ful constitutionality, we should hasten to
bring legislation within the boundaries
prescribed by the Coristitution, and to re-
turn to the ancient landmarks established
by oar fathers for the guidance of succeed-
ing generations.  =The Constitution which
at any ‘time exists, potil changed by an ex-
plicit and autherticact of the whole peo-
ple, is sacredly bligatory upon all.” “If]
in the opinion of the people, the distribu
tion or maodification. of the constitutional
powers be, in any particular 'wibng, lct it be
corrected by an amendment in the way in
which the Constitution  designates.  But
let there be no change by us. rpation, for
it is the enstomary weapon by Which free
Governments are destroyed.”  Washing
ton spoke these words to his countrymen
when, followed by their love and gratitud(-.
he vohintarily retired from the cares of
public hfe. -+ To keep in a'l things with-
in the p:le of our constitutional powers,
and cherish the Federal Usion as the only
rock of suf ty,” were prescribed by Jeffer-
son as roles of action to endear to his “conn-
trymen the true principles of their Consti-
mation, and promote a union of sentiment
and action equally auspicious to their hap-
piness and satety.”

Juckson held that the action of the Gen-
eral Government should always be strictly
confined to the sphere of its appiopriate
dutie., and justly and foreibly urged that
our Goverument' is not to be maintained
nor onr Union preserved “by invasious of
the rights and powers of the several States,
If thus attempting to make onr General
Government strong, we make it weak. Its
trae strengrh consists in leaving individuals
and States as much as possible to them-
selves; m making itself telt, not in its pow-
er, but in its bencficence ; not in its control
bat in its protection 3 not in bindivg the
States more closely to the centre, but leav—
inr each to move unrestructed in its proper
constitutionn! orlit.’ These are the teach-
mgs of men whose deeds and serviers have
made them ilustrious, and who, long since
witr drawn trom scenes of life, have left to
their country the riclr legacy of their
examp'e, their wisdom, and  their patriot-
wm, Drawine fiesh inspiration from their
lessons, let us emulate them in love of
country and respect for the Constitision
and tha laws,

The report of the Seeretary of the Treas-
ury affords much information respecting
the revenue and commeree of the country.
His views upon the . currency, and with
reference to a proper adjustment of our
revienue system, jnternal as well as impost,

tinn of Congress.
sage | expressed my general views upan
theso snbjeets. | need. now only call atten-
| tion 10 the necessity of carrying into every

pressed, bave undergone no change; but,

ment, anu wise economy, With no excep—

tional nor unusnal expenditures, the op-
pressive bardens of taxation can be lessoned
by such a modification of our revenue laws
as will be consistent with the public fairh,
and the legitimate and necessary wants of
the Government.

The report presents a much more satis—
factory condition of our finances than one
year ago the most sanguine could bave
anticipated. Daring the fiscal year end-
ing the 30th June, 1863, the last  year of
the war, the public debt was increased
$041.902,537, and on the 31st of October,

1865, 1t announced to $2.740,864,750 — }

On the 31st day of October, 1866, 1t had
been reduced to £2,551,310,006, the dimi
nution, during a period of fourteen months
commencing September 1, 1865. and end-
ing October 31, 1846, having been $206,-
379,565, In the last annual report on the
state of the finances, it was estimated that
during the three quarters of the fiscal
vear ending the 30th of June lust, the
debt wonld be increased $112,194,947.—
During that period, however, it was re-
duced $31,196,387, the receipts of the
year havirg been $89.905,905 more, ard
the expenditures 8200,529,235 less thao
the estimatea  Nothing could more clear—
ly indicate tham these statements the ex-
tent and availiglility of the national re.
sources, and 8b@ rapidity and safety with
which, under our form of goveinment,
great military and naval establishment can
be disbanded, and expenses reduced from
a war to a peace footing.

During the fiscal yearending the 30th
of June, 1866, the receipts were $558,032-
620, ana the expenditures $520,750,940,
leaving an ava:lable snrplas of $37,281,
680, It is estinated that the receipts for
the fiscal year ending the 30th of June,
1867, wiil be $476,061,386, and that the
expenditures will reach the sum of $316,-
428,078, leaving in the Treasury a surplus
of $158,33.308. For the fizcal year end-
ing June 30, 1868, it'is estimatrd that the
receipts will amount to $436,000,000, and
that the ¢xpenditures will be £350,247,641
--showing an excess ot 885,752,359 in
favor of the Government. ®hese estima-
ted receipts may be dimirished by are-
duction of exeisc and import duties; but
after all necessary reductions shall have
been made, the revenue of the present and
of fullowing vears will doubtless Dbe suffi-
cient to cover all legitimate . charges ‘upon
the Treasury, and leave a. large annual
surplus to be applied to the payment  of
the principal of the debt. There seems
now to be no good reason why taxes may
not be reduced as the country advances
in population and wealth, and yet debt be
extinguished within the next quarter of a
century

The report of the Secretary of War far-
nishes valuable and important iuformation
in reference to the operations of his De-
partment during the past year. Few vol-
unteers now remain in the serviee, and
they are being discharged as rapidly as
thep can be replaced by regular troops.—
The army has been promptly paid, carefal
ly provided with medical  treatment, well
sheltercd and subsisted, and is to be for-
nished with breech-loading small arms.—
The milifary strength of the nation has
been unimpaired by the discharge of vol-
unteers, the disposition of unserviceable
or perishable stores, snd the retrenchment
of expenditure.  Sufficient war material to
meet any emergency has  been retained,
and, from the disbanded volunteers stand-
ing ready to respond to the national ecall.
large armics can be rapidly organized
equipped, and concentrated, Forufica-
tions on the coast and frontier bave re-
ceived, or are being prepared for more
powerful armaments; lake surveys and
harber and river improvements are in
course of energetic prosecution. Prepara-
tions have been made for the payment of
the additional bounties aathorizvd during
the recent session of Congress, under such
regulations as will protect the Government
from fraud, and secure to the honorably-
discharged soldier the well-earned reward
of his faithfulness and gallantly.  More
than six thousand maimed soldiers have
received artificial limbs or other surgical
apparatus ; and forty-one national cemeta-
ries, containing  the remains  of 104,526
Union soldiers, have already been estab-
lished.  The total cstimstes of military
appropriations is$25,205,669.

t is stated in the reportof the Secreta-
ry of the Navy, ghat the naval force at
this time consigts of two hnndred and sev-
enty-vight vessels srmed with two thou-
sand threc hundred snd fifiy-one  guns.—
Of these, one hupdred and fifieen vessels,
carrying one thomsand and twenty-uine |
guns, are in commission, distributed chief-
iy among scven squadroons, The number
of men in the service is  thirteen thonsand
six hundred.  Great activity _ and vigil-
auce-have been displaved by all the squad-
1wonsand their movements have been judi
ciously and «fficiently arraiged in such
manner as wounld best promote Ammerican
commerce, and perfect the rights and in-
terests of our countrymen abroud.  The
vessels unemployed are underguing re-
pairs, or are laid up until their services |
may-be required.  Most of the irou-clad |
fleet is at League Island, in the vicinity of |
Philadelphia, a place which, until decisive
action should be taken by  Congress, was

selected by tha Secretary of the Navy as
the most eligible location for that class of

are eommended to the careful considera— i vessels, It is important that a suitable
In my lgst annusl mes- | publie station should be provided for the
iron clad fleet. It is intended that these

vessels be in proper condition for any emer

* gency, and it is desirable that the bill ac-
department of the Guvernment a system  cepting League Island for naval
of rigid sccouutability, tbrougb retrenche | which p..ﬁ"

the Houe of Represents-

tives at its last session, should receive final
action at an early period,in order that there
may be a suitable public station for this
class of vessels, as well as a mavy-yard of
area sufficient for, the wants of the serviee,
oun the Delaware river. The Naval Pen-
sion fund amounts to $11,750,000 having
been _increas=d £2,750,000 during the
year. The expenditures of the Depart-
meaot for the fiscal year ending 30th of

mates for the coming year amonnt to $23,.
568,436. Attention is invited to the con-
dition of onr seamen, and the importance
of legislative measures for their belief and
improvement. The suggestions in behalf
of this deserving class of our fellow citizens
are earnestly recommended to the favera-
ble attention of Congress.

The report of the Postmaster General

_presents a most satisfuciory  conditipn of

the postal service, and submits recommen-
dations which deserve the consideration of
Congress  The revenues of the depart-
ment for the vear ending June 30, 1866,
were $14,386,980, and the expenditures
815,352,079, showing an excess of the lat—
ter of$965,093. In anticipation of this
deficiency, however, a special appropria-
tion was made by Congress in the actap-
proved July 28, 1866, Including the
standing appropaiation of $700,000 for
free mail watter, as a legitimate portion
of the revenues yet remairing unexpend -
ed, the actual deficiency for the past year
is only $265,093—a sum within $51,141
of the amount estimated in the annual re-
port of 1864. The decrease of revenue
compared with the previous year was one
and one fifth per cent., and the increase of
expenditares, owing principally to the en—
laige ment of the mail service in the South, -
was twelve per ceut.  One the 30th of
June last there were in operation six thou-
sand wine hundred and thiity mail routes,
with an agaregate length  of one hundred-
and eighty thousand nive bLundred and
twenty-one miles, an aggregae annual
transportation of seventy ue million eight
hundred and thirty seven thousand nine
hundied and fourteen miles, and an
agaregate annual cost, including all ex«
penditures, of $8,410,184. The length
of railroad routes 1s thirty two thousand
and ninety two miles, and the aannus}
transportation thirty million six hondred
nine thousand four handred and sixt
miles. The length of steamboat. routes is
fourteen thonsand three hundred and
forty s1x mites, and the anoual travsporta—
tion three million four hundred and cleven
thousand nine hundred and sisty {wo
wiles. The mail seivice is rapidly in-
creasing thronghout (he whole co&nlry,
and its steady extension in the Southern
States indicates their constantly improving
condition. The growing importance of
the foreign service also merits attention,
The Post Office Department of Great Brit—

limnary basis for a new Postal Conven—
tion, which it is belicved will prove emi-
nently beaeficial to the commercial  inter—
terests of the United States, inasmuch as
it conteroplates a redaction of the interna—
tional letter postage to onc half the exist—
ing rates ; a reduction of postage with all
other eountries to and from which corres—
pondence is transmitted in the DBritish
mail, or in 8losed mails through the Uni-
ed Kingdom ; the establisnment of uni-
form and reasonable charges for tle sea
and territorial transit of rarrespondence
in closed muails ; aud an allowance to each
Post Office Departmert of the right to
use all mail communications established
under the authority of the other for the
despatch of eorrespondence, either in apen
or closed mails, on the same term gs those
applicable to the inhabitants of the country
roviding the means of transportation.

The report of the Sceretary of the In-
terior exhibits the condition of those
branches of t'ie pub'ic service which are
committed to his sopervision.  During
the last fiscal year four million six hun-
dred and twenty-nine thousand three hun—
dred and twelve acres of public land werg
diposed of, one million eight hundred and
ninety—two thousand five handred and six-
teen actes of which were cutered under
the homestead act.  The policy originaily
adopted relative to the public Iandas has
undergone essential modifications. Imme—
diate revenue, and not their rapid settle—
ment, was the cardinal feature of our land
svstem. Long experience and earnest
discussion have resulted in the convietion
that the early developement of onr agri-
cultural resources, and the diffusion of an
energetic population over our vast territo—
ry, are objects of far greater in portance
to the nativnal growth and prosperity than
the proceeds of the sale ot the land to the
high: st bidder in open rket.  The
pre=#mptivn laws confer upon the pioneer
who complies with the terms they impose
the privilege of purchasing a limited
portion of *‘unoffered lands” at the mini
mum price. The homestead enact.oents
relieve the settler  from the payment of
purchase money, and secare him a perma-
nent home, upon the condition of residence
for a term of years. This liberal policy
invites emigration from the old, and from
the more crowded portions of the pew
world, Its propitious resulte are undoubt—
ed, and will be more signally manifested
when time shall have given to it a wider
development,

Congress has made liberal grants of
publi¢ land to corporations, inaid of the
canstyoction of railioads and other internal
improvements, Should this policy here:
aiter prevail, more stringent provisions
will be required to secure a faithful
application of the fund,.  The title to the
Jagds sbould ot pass, by patert ofothere
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June last were $43,324,526 and the esti- -

ain &nd our own have agreed upon a pre-
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