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CHAPTER IX.
KINK PREVENTS A LYNCIING,

As Maleom Kirk and Carver ran on
direcily In the face of that wild lne of
fire nid smoke there wus only one su-
preme thouzht fn the mind of Maleom,
He saw the boy's mother, and while he
ran he heard bier volee as she had ap-
pealed to Lim o his study,

Instinetively the two men bore off
from the rond over which the horses
had entered the town toward a swale
where the grass and rosin weeds grew
deep, amd It wns but a few feet from
the benten truck of the pralrle rond
that they saw the body of Pulllp Dar-
ton, Iylug fuee downward, the hands
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1 Dorothy t,_wpd. ngt remember boy

B

clinched nmil holding tightly a broken
plece of the lines of the harness.

No time then to stop and ask wheth-
er he were living, but up with hilm be-
tween theo nnd back to the town with

| all the power of thelr pulsing maw-

hood,

Carver was entlrely sober now, Ile

| was naturally o man of great muscular

cudurance.  Malcom had kept up his
physleal tralning In hls work with the
young wen In the church,

Not n word was salil, They reallzed
thut the tlme wns short, and they ran
with thelr uncousclous, heavy burden
between them.

Meanwhile men, women and ehildren
hod orgunleed In a desperate effort to
snve the town. There was one fact In
thele favor. It had been the custom
for those living on the adge of the town
to pleket their anlmals out on the prai-
rle near by, Thoe grass wns eropped

| hort on this necount. Under any or-

dinary elreumstances this fact would
have Insured safety from any usual
But the whole pralrie was aflame,
everything was ns dry as two months

| of drought and hot winds could make

It, and water for n long time had been
very searce in welhs and clsterns, Back
of ull that advaneing line of fire was a
priafrlie gale that gshot the flames
strulght forward, and old settlers, some
of whom had seen the great fires in Da-
kota In the early sixties, looked at the
slght now Dbefore them with grave
faces,

Dorothy eame to the door of the par-
sonage, stood there n moment and then
ran, with other women, her neighbors,
down to the maln street.
| Buocket lines were being formed from
all the wells and clsterns that were
avallabie, «£ Instantly joined with
the others In bhanding the water. A
large company of men armed with wet

1clolhn to whip owt the fire began to

form as far from the houses as they
dared. It was too late now to plow
fire brenks and o windy to make a
back tire. The only hope that any one
had was that the shortness of the grass

nenr the town wotld check the fury of,

the advanelng whirlwind of flama,
“Have yon seen Mr, Kirk?" Dorothy
askod as slie first Jolned the others,
And they told her.  1ler face blanehed
and her lps breathed o prayer ns she
worked on sllently. She knew that Lie
whom she gever loved as she loved

They ran with their wnconsclous burden
between them.

bhim at that moment was In the line of

duty, and she would not have called

bim back from it. But her heart cried

out for help, and she agonized for him

whom her soul dearly loved.

Down came the great wall of fire and
smoke. The bot air scorched the faces
of the fire fighters. Dim figures out on
the advance line were seen desperately
struggling with the element. The town
was enveloped In smoke and burned
out ashes of pralrie grass that sifted
over the workers until the faces and
hands of all were black and grimy.
Beores of men rushed upon the fire line
as It came on, checked gome by the
short grass, and stamped out the
flame with thelr feet, with rags, with
old brooms, with pleces of carpeting
apd bedding torn from thelr own
housesa. The outstanding line of fight-
era was foreed back, burned and ex-
hausted, but the fire had been checked,
and as it broke ont In new places freah
groups threw themselves upon It and

opgly for thed¥e of the town, |

n

she came to be with the fighters on the

prairie lnstend of with the water el

glers, but it was undoubtedly her anx-

o
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fety for Malcom's safety that urged
her out townard the fire. Eer dress had
caught on fire nnd been put out several
times. Some one had thrown water

over her, but she had hardly known it.
Bhe worked with all the others In a si-
leut frenzy. Suddenly she was con-
sclous of a tall, awkward figure near
ber, looming up through the smoke,
thrasling at the fire with powerful en-
ergy, a very lucarnation of resistiuce
aud stubborn refusal to surrender,

“Maleom!"” she erled, and, faint as
she was, she felt new life at the sight
of him,

“Dorothy! Thank God, we got back |
with him Juet in time!"

There was no time to say more. The |
danger was still great. Near together
now, husband and wife fonght on. The
ritlzens of Conrad afterward bore wit-
vess to the way (o which they fought.

“Say, did you ree Mr, Kirk?' A
group of men at the postoffice, several
days after the great tire, were talking
it aver,

“T'hese New England folks beat ev-
ery other kind when It eomes to never
glving up.”

“Yos, ar fighting the devil. Our min-
fster beata nll the rest at that,” sald
Carver, who spoke of Kirk as “our
minister,” although he had never been
a member of noy church nnd rarely
went to hear even Maleow preach. 1hut
it was a tribute to the hold Munleom
Lad secursd on such men that they
approprinted him somebow to them
eclves or to the best tlnt wans strug
gling In them.

It was nearly the middie of the after
noon of that eventful day that the peo
ple of Conrad, exhausted. burned,
blnckened, saw the great danger pass |
around them and the gallopiug whirl
wind thundered off beyond the town.
leaving o mighty and desoliite expanse
of black and smoldering prairle be- |
Lind 1t

Then It was that the severest trial
of ull eame to Malcom and Dorothy.

They bad gone Into the house of one
of their parlshloners, where the body
of Philip Barton had been carried. He
wns living, but had recelved some In-
juries from falling out of the wagon
probably when the team ran away.

They bad come out of the house and
were on thelr way home when some
one In the street suddenly clutched
Muleow'’s arm and, pointing through
the smoke, cried out:

“Look there! The church is on firel”

The church nnd parsonage stood at
the opposite end of the town from the
prairie fire, and the danger had been |
the least in that quarter. That part
of the town had been entirely deserted
while the fight had been golug on at|
the atlier end.

“If the church goes, the parsonage
will go, too,” thought Malcom, as hel
and Dorothy ran through the street. |

When they reaehed the puarsonage,
the roof had already ecaught from a
tiving timber blown off the echurch
tower. The water of the town was ex- |
hausted, The well {n the parsonnge.
yard was already nearly empty. Mal-
com rushed Into the house and by des-
perate work, liclped by several other
men, sueeewled In carrying out some
furniture and o few of his books.

One of the boxes In Dorothy's room !
wits lilazing as he earrfed It out and
threw It over, and a plle of papers in a
portfollo was scattered. Dorothy,ns she
worked helplug to earry some pleces
of furniture to a place of safety, felt!
something blow agaioet bher face, and,
putting up Ler band, she caught &
plece of paper.

Even In the exeltement she saw
what It was. It was the sketch that
Francis Raleigh bad drmwn on board
the Cephalonia three years before, the
eketeh of Malecom holding the baby.
Dorothy sobbed as she saw what it
was. Her own baby! And now thelr
home and nearly all the things they
counted dear!

It was over soon, and in a little
while the church and parsonage, the
work of many a weary struggle for
thelr little company of diseiples, were
drenry heaps of ruln. A hard fight on
the part of the wornout citizens had
kept the other houses from belng burn-
el. The church and parsonage had
stood In a large lot by themselves. |

“After ull” sald Malcom when it was
all over, as he eat down by Dorothy |
on n trunk while a little group of,
nelghbors stood by discussing the Incl-
dents of the fire, “after all, dear, we
have a good deal to be thankful for.”

“Yes," pald Dorothy, with a smlile.
It was a little hard for her as she sat

there to imagine that Dorothy Glibert | bebalf of all'our homos and charthds

who once back In the old New Eng-
land home had been noted for the ele-
gance and refinement of all her ways
and surroundings. Nothing but the
great love she bore the man who had
asked ber to share his life now made
her insensible to that former life be-
fore she was married. il

Malcom Kirk sat there gaszing atthe,
ruins of hls home and his churgh, and
deep down In his heart there,was &
mighty conflict going on. He had lost

his books, nearly all that were off salue, |:

and the other losses wexergreaty: «He
was blackened and burned; bis'clothes.
hung in ragged renté~about-li, lifs:

gredt’ fluts were bleddl) .‘Wm 1

sir“mq_j'ﬁit'l;:,he'__ mgnq’ )

Al torswhat? 1 stien; '
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For a moment he hardly

| of the fire.

-and appedl el
,group of min er the ¢igdof the crowd
.gathered farther o thy stieet, and aft-

gome of his parishioners were saying.
st naib ol

this fire was incendiary.”

“How I8 that?" asked Malcom, rove-
ing up a little.

“The first scen of 1t was In the tow-
er. Now, the fire from the prairie
could not possibly have caught up
there. Rome one must have set IL”

Then different ones began to whisper
thelr susplejons.

The next day, while Maleom and
Dorothy were staylng with one of the
church members who took them into
his bome, the rumor grew that the fire
was the work of the whisky men.

Down on the street exclted groups of
men gathered that evening, discussing
the matter. Every one knew that Mal-
com Kirk had fought the saloons from

the first day of lis entrance into Con-
rad. He was feared and bated by
them more than any one else, He had
succeeded to a large degree In getting
the other churches to act together In
the agitation now going on all over the
stute. He was alrendy noted for his
leadership throughout the county and
had written and spoken on every possi-
ble oecaslon for the propesed prohibi-
tory amendtent,

8o there was reason in the sugpleion
held by the citizens. As the evening
wore on proof of a certaln saloon man's
guilt seemed almost sure. Two or
thiree persons hiad seen him coming out
of the parsonage yurd that afterboon
A ehild bad seen the same
man on the steps of the chiurel 4 fow
minutes after Dorothy had left the par-
Bonage.

It was pow 10 o'clock, The erowd at
the corner by the postotlice grew every
winute larger amd more thredtening.
Groups of men stood surrounding some
spenker who urged lynchiug as the
only satisfactory punishment for such
a crime. The citlzens were exasperat-
ed und nervous from the greuat straln
of the last two days,

Maleomw Kirk came dowu town late
that night to get the mall from the
enst bound express nnd walked loto the
mob just as cries of “Lynch the fire-
bug!"” rose from many volces. As soon
as the crowd saw him It surrounded
bim excitedly.

“Mr., Kirk, we've proof that ‘Big
Jake' set fire to your chiurch.”

Manlcom looked over the crowd n
moment In silence, e had not been
thinking &0 much ahout the loss of his
church nand parsonnge as e enme down
town as about Doerothy and his future
prospects,  But the sight and sound of
that mob of eitizens brought his mimd
back to the situation not only In the
town of Conrnd, but thronghout the en-
tire state.  For the time, therefore, he
let his own personal plans go as he
faced the fact of a grave crisis In the
tempernnce movement,

He had more than one Bunday even-
ing hekl outdoor services at the very
corper where the erowd now gathered

Dore had often helped him at
such eos by playlog and singiog.
Every ..o in Courad wag famillar

with the tall, homely, awkward figure
that now towered over almost every
head, and every nmmo In Courad re-
gpected him,

There was an empty dry goods box
pear one of the stores, and Maleom
Kirk asgked some of the men to drag it
out to the corner of the sldewnlk. The
minute e had mounted It the crowd
beeame silent

It is a rare gift to be able to speak to
a great crowd of men out of doars and
hold them. Kirk possessed that gift.
Hlg volee was n splendhd instrument,
and he knew how to use 1t It 18 sald
of Gladetone thnt in the dnys of lls
greatost power a8 a speaker people
would linger In the eorrldors of the
house of commons when be was talk-
fng simply to enjoy the sound of the
tone of hls volce, wlthough they eould
pot distingulsh o word thot was sald.
Something of this same quality male
Kirk's volee n fascination for an andi-
ence, Whatever It was It could truly
be called a great gift of God

Aud he used It now In s god!ke inan-
ner, e began by enlling attention to
the fact that the people of the state
were trylng to abolish the saloon by
legislative nmendment to the constitu.
tion, At such a time as that, for the
temperance people to act In a luwless
manner toward even the enemies of

| the home and the church would bo an
act of folly g0 great that It night en-j

danger the entro wovement for prohil-
bition.

“I am perhaps.” continued Malcom,
“the most Interested person In thisg
whole matter. It 18 my church thut
has been burned and my bome that has
been destroyed. And yet 1 say to you
men that if you attempt to use violence
toward ‘Blg Juke' or auy othen suloon
keeper on the ground of this
stantial evldence and take {he lnw Into
your own hands 1 will defend him

from such violence at the risk of my'

own life. Let us act Uke men' 1n this
matter—like men who'see furthet than
personal vengeance and are Geterndin:
ed that our fight shall be directed uot
against the saloon keepdr so much as
agninst the business he represents.
That 1s what 'We"witnt to fight 'to¢ la

and our state.and colnlory’fl ol ! v

He got.down off the box . after ha had |
spoken apd. qppealed in, @ guled, but,

of the more
g ¢cfowd not to

werful
Eﬂuinmqlg:ﬂ:? ‘]’, ok 2
g A e

let the men

er Kirkihadigone;hbme: they marched

up to “Big,iaku(s”,saleemonly to:fpgd,

[t closed and the proprietor fled.
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A small

Is & sad sight, you'll agree,

It's an evil that everywhere must prevall,
For it's bound 1o 4 cur, you soa

=l. A. W. Bulletin,

A POWDER PLFIP,

Maud (pettishly =0, haw [ do wish

I were a mnn! I'd love nothing better

than to be o soldler nnd izt for my i

country,

Ethel—No doubt you'd make o gond
one. You're well nsed to powder, you
know.—Dluck and White,

. A Good Neume,
“I'm going to change mv horse's
name and call him Lave Letter.™
“Love Letter? Why?"
“He's left st the post wo ofton!’
Y. World,
An Alwnys.
On the wings of the Hghtnlng
The Truth moay tly,
But i never will gulite
Cateh up wleh the Lia
= hlcaseo Tribune.,
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MENDMENT T9O THE CONSTITUTION
PROVUSED TO  THE UCITIZENS OF
THIS COMMONWEALTH FOR THEIR AP
PFROVAL OR  REIECTION HBY THE GEN-
EHAL ASSEMBLY OF THE OCOMMON.
WEALTH _OF PENNSYLVANIA ¥
LISHED BY ORDER OF THE BECRETARY

OF THE COMMONWEALTH IN PURSU.
ANCE OF ARTICLE XYIL OF THE CO¥-
STITOTION,

A JOINT RESOLUTION

Proposing an amendment to the Constitution
of the Commonwenlth,

Sectlon 1. Be it resolved by the Bennte and
Honise of Representatives of the Commion-
wealth 1o Genernl Assembly  miek that the fol-
lowing Is prrogu o pinendments to the Cone
stitution of th omnonwenlth of Pennsyl-
vinim, oo mccordines: with lll' provisions of e
vightecnth articie thercof:

Amendment Une to Artlele Eight, Seetion One,

Al st the cold of the Oret par
pectlon, after the words “shnll

i of sadid
titled 1o

vole af all elections,” the words, “subject howy

ever to sueh Baws reguiring sl r--.,-nrnlinu the
resipgnntlon of eloctors s the Genernl Assembily
iy ennect,” wo thut the raid section shall remd
ns lollows,

Section'l.  Qualifieation of Electors, Every
made citizen twentyone yvonrs of age, possess:
Ing the foliowlng qunlifleations, whdll batldii-
titled to vote ot all electionns, ﬂll'l,l'l‘a
to stivh laws requiring and rogalntd b I
istratlon of electors ax the Gonerpl Assdrdily |
iy ennet:

e shall have been a oltizen
Staten ot least one I i
e slinll hinve o d tn the Sty one yeg
(or if, hnving pr v hern g ML ﬂfﬁt‘-‘
tor or native bocn citteen of e Biste; Boshoby
v removesd therefrom and retuyned, whj.ln
plx months  fmmeditely  phoselliag thd ey

Hon,) -

He shall hinve restided Tn 'the election dlstefct
where he shal oflir e Ivebh” af benat g,
wonths immediately preceding the electign,

1 twenty-two years of ‘side snd g el = Vo
shiall have paid within twe yoars n Stite or
county tax, which shnll Tisve hean assessed nt
Ietsd bw i onthisand patd, gtivast one month
Befosre the eleatiog, )
Amenment Eleven Yo Arttcle Plght, Yedtliin

Tatvngd, I b LI !

Srike out fromn sakd soution e [wards “hub
no electar shall Le deprived of the |nrit'I‘||l'g|'
of voting By riswon :J Iris naoie nak hidogd res
ilstered ol ndd o =nid section the following
words, ot did = sgniatlog anil sdauifing Wie
registration of elocters mny be enacted to apply
to cltfes dnly, provida! that such ldwe thay be
unifoen for ¢ities ofhe :T.luu clamd'" ottt
the said section shal) read as follogws iy

Bection 7. Tnitornity of Hoction Laws.—All
laws regulating tho Lielding ¢f theetions by 1ba
oltles or for the reglsteation of clectors shiall be
uniformitivoug bant the State, but lawk reg il
tingand reguiring the regltiation uI‘vlﬁfmrg
iy e vpactisd to ooty & cittes only, provided
thnt such luws be uniform for eitiepal the sans
Clivas,
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" ease test the real “?:
of a medicine. Many “tonich gy
"stimulant” p i which hay
no tgl medi b::lu&.., seem to
up the users w are feoling
"played out.” Any stim will dg
this whether t at the liquor siopy
or drug store. true test of a me.
icine is when life itsclf s staked o jy
remedial . In hundreds of gy
cases Dr. Pierce's Golden Medical Iy,
covery has been the means of saving lig
when even the "family doctor” hyy
pronounced seutence of death.

*I bad a aufl for severy!
sud m 1 muﬂ.’“ﬂoﬂdnl A
lj}z‘mli‘!i & but, thank God, Ir:m'#ﬁ

: gg.:._%" AugE, e
:‘:.’t';l*:c:lmbh =0 rMnWﬁ. n:?hg“,

left side without a great deal of pain.

nearly past when [ commeneed your med |

Icine, but 1 ean do about se much work nowey
nny man. leannot say too much for thie béuel
1 have received.”

M.H diseases, named for the orgun
nffected, as "heart disease,” "lung dls
vise,” "liver complaint,” etc., arc pe.
feetly cured by Dr, Plerce’s Golden » o
ical Discovery, which cures through ti
stomach diseases which originate o the
stomach,

ALWAYS HELPS,
ALMOST ALWAYS HEALS.

Paris and the
Exposition

Hustrated
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