
a new crenture. As I start ban 1

have no greater desire in tuy heart
than to say what may prove to bo a
blessing to all my old townspeople ami

to my employees ami to those struiii;
young uit'U and boys. Within a few
short days God has shown mo the soli'
ihlmess of a human being's hourt. and
that heart was my own. and it is witli
feelings none of you can evir know
that I look Into your faces and say

these words."
Robert paused a moment as If gath-

ering himself up for the effort that fol-

lowed, and the audieuee. startled with
an unexpected emotion by the strange
beginning, thrilled with excitement, as.
lifting bis arm and raising his voice,
the ouce cold and proud man contin-
ued, bis face aud form glowing with
the transtlgurntlon of a new manhood:

"Tbere Is but one supreme law in

this world, and It Is this: Love God and
your neighbor with heart, mind, soul,
strength. And there are but two thlngi
worth living for: The glory of God and
the salvation of man. Tonight I. who
look Into eternity in a sense which 1

will not stop to explain, feel the bit-

terness wbicb comes from the knowl-

edge that I have broken that law and
have not lived for those things which
alone are worth living for.

"But God has sent mo hero tonight
with n message to the people which my

heart must deliver. It Is a duty even
more sacred In some ways than vhat
1 owe to my own kindled. I am aware
that the hearts of the people are shock-

ed into numbness by the recent horror.
I know that more than one blooding
heart Is In this bouse, and the shadow
of the last enemy has fallen over many
thresholds in our town. What! Did
I not enter Into the valley of the shad
ow of death myself as 1 stumbled over
the ghastly ruins of t lint wreck, my
soul torn In twain for the love of throe
of my own dear children? Do I not
sympathize in full with all those who
bitterly weep and lament and sit in

blackness of horror this night? Yea.

hut. men of Barton, why is It Jlwt we
are so moved, so stirred, so shocked, by
the event ef death when the far moro
awful event of life does not disturb us
iu the least?

"We shudder with terror, we lose
our accustomed pride or Indifference,
we speak In whispers, and we tread
softly In the presence of the visitor
who smites but once and then smites
the body only, but In the nwful pres-
ence of the living Image of God we go
our ways careless. Indifferent, cold,
passionless, selfish.

"I know whereof I speak, for I hnve
walked through the world like that my-

self. And yet death cannot be com-
pared for one moment with life for
majesty, for solemnity, for meaning,
for power. There were 73 persons kill-

ed in the accident. But In the papers
this morning I read In the column next
to that In which the accident was
paraded In small type and In the brief-
est of paragraphs the statement that
a certain young man in this very towu
of ours bad been arrested for forging
his father's name on a check and was
In the grasp of the law.

"And every day In this town and In
every town nil over the world events
like that and worse than that are of
frequent occurrence. Nay. In this very
town of ours more than "o souls are at
this very moment going down Into a

far blacker hell of destruction than the
one down there under thnt fated
bridge, and the community Is not hor-
rified over It. How many mass meet-
ings nave been lyM In this town with
in the last 25 years over the losses of
character, the death of purity, the de-

struction of honesty? Yet they have
outnumbered the victims of this late
physical disaster a thousandfold.

"And what does mere death do? It
releases the spirit from Its house of
earth, but aRlde from that death does
nothing to the person. Rut what does
life do? Life does everything. It pre-
pares for heaven or for hell. It starts
Impulses, molds character, fixes char-
acter. Death has no kingdom without
end. Death Is only the last enemy of
the many enemies that life knows.
Death la a second; life la an eternity.
O men, brothera, if, as I solemnly and
truly believe, this Is the last opportu-
nity I shall have to speak to you In
such large numbers, I desire you to
remember, wbeu I have vanished from
your sight, that I spent nearly my last
breath In an appeal to you to make
the most of dally life, to glorify God
and save men.

"The greatest enemy of man Is not
death; it is selfishness, lie sits on the
throne of the entire world. This very
disaster which has filled the town with
sorrow was due to selfishness. Let us
see if that Is not so. It has been prov-
ed by Investigation already made that
the drunkenness of a track Inspector
was the cause of the accident What
was the cause of that drunkenness?
The drinking habits of that Inspector.
How did be acquire them? In a sa-
loon which we taxpayers allow to run
on payment of a certain sum of money
Into our own treasury.

"So, then, it was the greed or selfish-
ness of the men of this town which
Ues at the bottom of this dreadful dis-

aster. Who was to blame for the dis-

aster? The track Inspector? No. The
saloon keeper who sold blm the liquor?
No. Who then? We ourselves, my
brothers; we who licensed the selling
of the stuff which turned a man's brain
into liquid fire and smote bis judg-
ment and reason with a brand from
out the burning pit

"If I bad stumbled upon the three
onsea of my own children night be-

fore but 1 could have exclaimed in
Justice before the face of God, "I have
murdered my own children,' for I was
one of the men of Barton to vote for
the license which made possible the
drunkenness of the man In whose care
were placed hundreds of Uvea.

"For what la the history of this case?
"bo waa this wretched track In-

spector? A man who, to my own
knowledge, trembled before tempta-"- ;

who, on the testimony of the fore

man at the shops, was aud always had
been a sober man up to the time when
we as n municipality voted to replace
the system of no license with the sa-

loon for the sake of what we thought
was a necessary revenue. This man
bad uo great temptntion to drink while
the saloon was out of the way. Its
very absence was his salvation. But
Its public opeu return confronted Ills
appetite once more, and be yielded an I

fell.
"Who says ho was to blame? Who

are the real criminals In the case? We
ourselves, citizens; we who. for the
greed of gain, for the saving of that
which has destroyed more souls in hell
than any other one tiling, made possi-
ble the causes which led to the grief
and trouble of this hour. Would wo
not shrink in terror from the thought
of lying In wait to kill a man? Would
We not repel with holy horror the Idea
of murdering and maiming people?
We would say 'Impossible!' Yet When
1 am ushered at last Into the majestic
presence of Almighty Qod I feel con-
vinced 1 shall see III his righteous
countenance the sentence of our con-

demnation Just as certainly as if we
tiad gone out in a body and by wicked
craft had torn out the supporting tim-
bers of that bridge Just before the
train thundered upon It. for did we
not sanction by law a business which
we know tempts men to break all the
laws, which tills our Jails ami poor
houses, our reformatories and asylums.
which break! women's hearts and beg
gars blessed homes and sends Innocent
children to thread the paths of shame
and vagrancy, which brlnga pallor into
the face of the wife and tosses with
the devil's own glee a thousand vic-

tims into perdition with every revolu-
tion of this great planet about Its
greater sun?

"Men of Barton, any what we will,
we are the authors of tills dreadful dis-
aster. And if wo sorrow as a com-
munity we sorrow In reality for our
own Hellish act. Ami. oh. the selfish-
ness of it! That clamoring greed for
money! That burning thirst for more
aud more and more at the expense of
every godlike quality, at the ruin of all
that our mothers once prayed might
belong to us us men and women!

"What is It. ye merchants, ye busi-
ness men, here tonight that ye struggle
most over? The one groat aim of your
lives Is to buy for us little as possible
and sell for as much as possible. What
care have ye for the poor, who work at
worse than starvation wages, so long
as ye can buy cheap and sell at large
profits? What Is the highest aim of
us railroad men In the great whirl of
commercial competition which seethes
and boils and surges about this earth
like another atmosphere, plainly visi-
ble to the devils of other worlds?

"What Is our aim but to make money
our god and power our throne? How
much care or love Is there for flesh and
blood at times when there Is danger of
losing almighty dollars? But, O Al-

mighty Saviour, It was not for this
that we were made! We know It was
not

"To whom am I speaking? To my-
self. God forbid thut I should stand
here to condemn you, being myself the
chief of sinners for these 23 years.
What have I done to bless this com-
munity? How much hnve I cared for
the men in my employ? What differ-
ence did It make to mo that my exam-
ple drove men away from the church
of Christ find caused anguish to those
few souls who wore trying to redeem
humanity? To my Just shame I make
answer t tin t no one thing has driven
the engine of my existence over the
track of Its destiny except Bolf. And,
oh, for that church of Christ that I

professed to believe iu! How much
hnve I done for that! How much, 0
follow members (and I see many of
you here tonight), how much have we
done In the best cause ever known and
the greatest organization ever found-
ed?

"We go to church after reading the
Sunday morning paper, saturated
through and through with the same
things we have had poured Into us ev

" I had female trouble for eight
years," writes Mrs. L. J. Dennis, of
828 East College St., Jacksonville,
Ills. " Words cannot express what I
suffered. sought relief among the
medical profession and found none.
Friends urged me to try Dr. Pierce's
Favorite Prescription. When I com-
menced taking this medicine I weigh-
ed ninety-fiv- e pounds. Now I weigh
one hundred and fifty-si-x pounds
more than I ever weighed lief ore. I
was so bad I would Tie from day to
day and long for death to come and
relieve my suffering. I had internal
inflammation, a disagreeable drain,
bearing down pain, and such distress
every month but now I never have
a pain do all my own work and am
a strong and healthy woman."

Sick women are invited to consult Dr.
Pierce by letter rtt. Correspondence pri-
vate. Address Dt. r v. Pierce, Buffalo, N Y

ery day of the week, ns If we begrudg-
ed the whole of oue day out of seven.
We criticise prayer and hymn and ser-
mon, droit Into the contribution box
half the amount we paid during the
week for a theater or concert ticket
and then when nuythlug goes wrong in
the community or our children fall Into
vice scorn the church for weakness and
the preacher for lack of ability.

"Shame on us, men of Barton, mem-
bers of the church of Christ, that we
have so neglected our own church
prayer meeting that out of a resident
membership of more than 400. living In
easy distance of the church, only 00
have attended regularly and over 200
have boon to that service occasionally.
Yet we call ourselves disciples of
Christ! We say we believe in his bless-
ed teachings; we say we believe In
prayer, and In the face of all these
professions we turn our backs with in-

difference on the very moans of spir-
itual growth and power which the
church placet within our reach.

"If Chrlat were to come to the earth
tOdtty, be would Btty unto us, 'Woe un-

to you, church members, hypocrites!'
He would say unto us, "Woe unto you,
young disciples In name, who have
promised to love and serve me aud
thou, ashamed of testifying before me,
have broken promise and prayer nnd
ridicule those who have kept their
vows sacredly!' He would say to us
men who have made money and kept it

to ourselves: 'Woe unto you, ye rich
men. who dress softly and dine lux-

uriously uud live In palaces, while the

"t am, by tin grace of Ooi. a newcrw
ture."

poor cry aloud for Judgment and the
laborer sweats for the luxury of the
Idle! Y oe uuto you wtio speculate in
flesh and blood and call no man broth-

er unless he lives In as fine a house and
has as much money In the bank!
Therefore ye shall receive the greater
condemnation!'

"O self, god of the earth yetl With
2.000 years of the Son of God written
Into Its history, still goes up the cry of
those who perish with hunger, who
break Into the sanctuary of their souls
because they cannot get work to do
and are weary of the struggle of exlst-- 1

ence. Self, thou art king, not Jesus
Christ But. oh, for the shame of It,

the shame of It! Were It not for the
belief In the mighty forgiveness of sins
I would stand here tonight with no
hope of ever seeing the paradise of
God. But, resting In that hope, I wish
to soy to you who have beheld the ex-

ample of my selfish life 1 repudiate 't
all. In the world 1 have passed as a
moral citizen nnd a good business man;
In society there hnH been no objection
to my presence on account of my
wealth und position; in the church I

have been tolerated because 1 gave It
financial support, but In the sight of
that perfect nnd crucified Lamb of God
I have broken the two greatest laws
which he ever announced. 1 have
been n sinner of the deepest dye; I

have been everything except a disciple
of Jesus Christ. I have prayed for
mercy. I believe my prayer has been
answered.

"1 am conscious that some here pres-

ent may think that what I have said
has been In poor taste; that It has been
an affront to the object of the meeting
or an Insult to the feelings of those
who have called the audience together.
In order that the people may know
that I am sincere In all I have said 1

will say that I have placed In the bank
the sum of $10,000 to be used us the
committee may deem wisest and best
In the education of children In be
reared homes or In any way that shall
be for the best good of those In neod.
This money Is God's. 1 have robbed
him and my brother man all these
years. Whatever restitution I can
make In the next few days 1 desire to
make.

"But the great question with us all.
my friends. Is not this particular disas
ter. That will In time take Its place ns
one event out of thousands In the dally
life of this world. The great event of
existence Is not death; It Is life. And
the great question of the world Is not
the tariff nor the silver question nor
the labor question nor temperance nor
this nor that nor the other. The great
question of the whole world Is selfish-

ness In the heart of man. The great
command Is, 'Seek ye first the kingdom
Df God.' If we bnd done thnt In this
town, 1 believe such a physical disaster
as the one we lament would never have
happened. That Is our great need.

"If we go home from this meeting
resolved to rebuke our selfishness In

whatever form It Is displeasing to God.
and If we begin tomorrow to act out
that resolution in word and deed, We

shall revolutionize this town In Its
business. Its politics. Its church. Its
schools, Its homes. If we simply allow
our emotions to be stirred, our sympa-
thies to be excited to the giving of a
little money on this occasion. It will do
us and the community little permanent
good. God wanta a complete trans-
formation In the people of this nation.
Nothing less than a complete regenera-
tion can save as from destruction. Un- -

eonsocrated, selfish coney and selfish
education, sellis'.i political pewtr und
selfish genius In art. letters aud diplo-
macy will sink BS as a people Into a
gulf of annihilation. There Is no salva-
tion for us except in Jesus Christ. Let
us believe iu liitu aud live In him.

"I have said my message. 1 trust
you nave understood it. I would not
say otherwise If 1 kuew that I should
stop Off this platform now and stand
before 'the judgment sent of Christ.
God help us all to do our duty! Time
Is short; eternity Is long. Death Is

nothlug: life is everything."
Five years after tills speech of Rob-

ert Hardy to the people of Barton In

the towu ball oue who .was present in
the audience described the sensation
that passed through it when the speak
or sat down to be like a distinct eloc
trie shock which passed from seat to
seat and held the people fixed and
breathless as If they had been smitten
Into Images of stone.

The effect on the chairman of the
meeting was the same. Ho sat motion
loss. Then n wave of emotion gradual
ly stirred the audience, and without a

word of dismissal they poured out of
the building aud scattered to their
homes.

Robert found George waiting for
him. The father was almost faint
with the reaction from his address.
George gave his arm. and the two
walked home in silence.

We must pass over hastily the events
of the next day in Robert Hardy's life
The whole town was talking about bis
surprising address of the night before.
Some thought he was crazv. Others
regarded blm as slucere, but after the
first effect of his speech had worn oh
they criticised him severely for pre
siimlng to "preach" on such an occit
ton. Still others wore puzzled to ac-

count for the change in the man, for
that a change bad taken place could
not be denied. How slow meu are to
acknowledge the power of God in the
human heart! Mr. Hardy wont about
his business very little moved by all
this discussion. Ho realized (hat only
two more days remained,

He spent the afternoon and evening
at home, hut was Interrupted by sev-

eral cnlls. After tea the entire family
gathered In the room where Clara lay.
She still remained unconscious, but liv-

ing. As Mrs. Hardy was saying some
thing to her husband aUiut his dream
and the events of the day before Clara
suddenly opened her eyes and distinct-
ly called out the words:

"Father, what day Is It'"
It was like a voice out of the long

dead past. Mr. Hardy. Hitting by the
side of the bed. replied quietly, while
his heart beat quickly:

"This Is Friday night, dear child."
Another question came, uttered In

the same strange voice:
"Father, bow mauy more days are

left for you?"
"Tomorrow and Sunday."
The voice came aguiu:
"I shall go with you then."
The eyes closed, and the form be-

came motionless, ns before.
It was very quiet Iu the room at (be

close of Robert Hardy's fifth day.
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California
If you are going to California and wish

to save exjiense, yet travel In safety and
comfort. Investigate theso "onco-a-wec- k

parties." They leave every Wednesday
from both Chicago and St. Louis, joining
at Denver. Then past the grandest scenery
In the world, over the Denver tkMoGlSadS
Railroad. A few hours' stop to see Salt
Lake City, and on via Ogilen and tho
Southern Pacific Hallway. A tptctal agtnt
It In ehargt of each party, and the cars

and exquisitely clean. Write
for a folder giving full particulars and send
Scents In postage for our beautifully Illus-

trated book on California. Itlsaworkof art.
P. S. EUSTIS, Gsn'l Pi r gt , C. B. Q. R. R.

CHICAGO, ILL.

Eagle Hotel,
C W. SEAYBILL, PEOPEIETOR.

NEAR THE depot,
Middleburg, - - - Penna.

First Class Accommodation,
Low iiatcs and C'arclul Attention

Given to all (Juests.

--sLivery Attached.
(iood Horses and Careful Drivers.

Dr. Nast't KIDNEY
Backache Cure.

TOT all Kidney, Bladder and Urinary
TtouMm, Lanw tWk.U art Uimv Jlkln
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for Infants
Cnstnria is a harmless substitute for Castor Oil, Pare-

goric, Drops nnd Soothing Syrups, it is Pleasant, 11
Contains neither Opium, Morphine nor Narcotic
subs, unco. It destroys Vmis ami allays Feverlslwess,
It euros Diarrhoea and Wind Colic it relieves Teeth-
ing Troubles and cures Constipation. II regulates 1 Ik
Stomach ami Bowels, divine healthy and natural sleep.
The Children's Panacea The Mother's Friend
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