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IN HIS STEPS.

“What Would Jesus Do?”

By OHARLES K. SHELDON.
¢ and pabiished in bock form by
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=« WAt 15 the test of Christian disgi-
pleship? Isit not thesameas in 's

own lifetime? Have our surroundings
modified or changed the test? Jdf Jesus
were here today, wounld he not call some
of the memboers of this very church to
do just what he commanded the young
man and ask him to give up his wealth
and literally follow him? I beliéve he
would do that if he felt certain that
any church member thonght more of
his possessions than of his Saviour. The
test would be the eame today as then.
I believe Jesus would demand, he does
demand now, as close a following, us
much suffering, as great self deninl, as
when he lived in person on the earth

trod the way with groans and tears and
sobe of anguish for a lost humanity;
who sweat. ns. it were, great drops of
blood; who cried ont on the upreared
cross, ‘My God. my God. why hast thou
forsaken met"

“Are we ready to make and live a

new dikcipleship? Are we ready to re-|
consider our definition of a Christinn?

What is it to be u Christian? It is to

imitate Jesus It is to do as ha wonld |

do. It is to waik in his steps. ™
When Henry Maxwell finighed his

sermou. he pansed and looked at the,

people with a look they never forgot

and at the moment did not understand. |

Crowded into that fashionable church
that day were hundreds of men and

women who had for years lived the|

easy, satisfied life of a nominal Chris-
tianity. A great silence fell over the
congregation. Throngh the silence there
came to the conscionsness of all the
souls there present a knowledge, stran-
ger to them now fo  vears, of a Divine
power. Every one xpectad the preacher
to call for volnnteers whao wonld do as
Jesns wonld do, but Houry Maxwell
had been led by the Spirit to deliver
his message this time and wait for re-
sults to come.

He elosed the serviee with a tender

and said. *‘Except a man renounceth all | Prayer that kept the Divine presence

that he hath, he cannot be my disciple’

—that is, unless he is willing to do it

for my sake he cannot be my disciple,
*Whnt wonld be the result if in this

eity every church member shonld begin |

to 10 .5 Jesos wonld do? It is not easy
W go into details of tne resnit, bot we
all know that certain things would be
impossible that are now practiced by
church members. What would Jesns do
in the matter of wealth? Hew would

lingering very near every hearer, nnd
the people slowly rose to go out

Then followed n seeme that wounld|

have been impossible if any moere man
had been alone in his striving for re-
sults,

Men and women in great nnmbers
wowded around the platform to see
Henry Maxwell and to bring him the
promise of their consceration to the
pledge to do o8 Jesus wonld do. It

he spend it? What principle wonld reg-| was a voluntary, spontaneons move-

ulate his nse of money? Wonld he be
likely to live in great luxury and spend
ten times as much on personal adorn-
ment and entertainment as he spent to
relieve the needs of suffering hnmanity ?
How would Jesus be governed in the
making of money? Would he take rent-
als from saloon and other disreputable
property or even from temement prop-
erty that was so constructed that the
inmates had no such thing as a home

and no such possibility as privacy or!

cleanliness

““What wounld Jesus do about the
great army of unemployed and desper-
ate who tramp the streets and curse
the church or are indifferent to it, lost
in the bitter struggle for the bread that
tastes bitter when it is earned, on ac-
oount of the desperate conflict to get it?
Wenuld Jesus care mothing for them?
Would he go his way in comparative
ense and comfort? Wonld he say it was
néne of his business? Wounld he excnse
himpelf from all responsibility to remove
the causes of such a condition?

“What would Jesus do in the center
of a clvilization that hurries so fast

J he were here today, as a part
of our age and commercial industry,
feel nothing, do nothing, say nothing,
in the face of these facts, which every
business man knowa?

*“What would Jesus do? Is not that
what the disciple onght to do? Is he
not commanded to follow in his stepa?
How much is the Christianity of the
age suffering for him? Is it denying it-
self at the cost of ease, comfort, luxury,

man who is worth $10,000,000 simply
to give $10,000 for some benevolent
work?! Is he not giving something that
costs him practically nothing, so far as
any personal pain or suffering goes? Is
it trne that the Christian disciples to-
day in most of our churches are living
soft, easy, selfish lives, very far from
sacrifice that can be called sacrifice
would Jesus do?

“It is the personal element that
Christian diseipleship needs to emphs-
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to maffer by proxy is not the Christian-
ity of Christ. Each individual Chris-
tian, business man, citizen, needs to
follow in his steps along the path of
personal aacrifice for him. Thers is not
a diﬂmttﬁhd-y from that of
Jesus' own It is the same path.
The call of this dying century and of
the new one soon to be is called for a
new discipleship, a new fellowship of
Jesus, more like the early, simple, apos-
tolic Christianity when the disciples
left all and literally followed the Mas-
ter. Nothing but a discipleship of this
kind oan face the destructive selfishness

of the age with any hope of overcoming
it. There is a great quantity of nom-
inal Christianity today. There is need
of more of the real kind. We need a
revival of the Christianity of Christ.
‘We bave, unconsciounsly, lazily, selfish-
z.‘.m.mnhhldkdphup

Jesus himself would not acknowl-
edge. He would to many of us
when we cry, -1:0.’ Lord,' ‘I never
knew you.' Are we ready to take up
the cross? Is it possible for this church
to sing with exact truth:

. 1
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“I sing that truly, then we
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ment that broke npon Maxwell's soul
with aresult he could not measare. But
had he pot been praying for this very
thing? It was ao unswer thut more
than met his desires,

There followed this movement a
prayer gervice that in its impressions
repeated the Raymond experience. In
the evening, to Maxwell's intense joy.
the Endeavor society, almost to a mewm-
ber, came forward. as so many of the
church members had done in the morn-

ing, and seriously, solemmnly, tenderly,

took the pledge to do as Jesns would
do. A deep wave of spiritual baptism
broke over the meeting near its close
that was indescribable in its tender,
joyful, sympathetic resulta,

That was a remarkable day in the
history of that church, but even more
80 in the history of Henry Maxwell. He
left the meeting very late. He went to
his room at the settlement, where he
was still stopping, and after an hour
with the bishop and Dr. Bruce, spent in
a joyfal rehearsal of the wonderful
events of the day, he sat down to think
over again by himself all the experience
he was having as a Christian disciple.

He kneeled to pray, as he always did
now, before going to sleep, and it was

80| while he was on his kntos this night

that he had » ;weking vision of what
new discipleship had made ita way into
the conscience and conscionsness of
Christendom. He was fully conscions of
being awake, but no less certainly did
it seem to him that he saw certain re-
sults with great distinctness, partly as
realities of the future, partly as great
longings that they might be realities
and this is what Henry Maxwell saw in
this waking vision:

He saw himself first going back to the
First church in Raymond, living thers
in a gimpler, more self denying fashion
than he had yet been willing toobserve,
becaunse he saw ways in which he conld
help others who were really dependent
on him for halp. He also saw more dim-
ly that the time would come when his
position as pastor of the church would
cause him to suffer more, on acconnt of
growing opposition to bis interpretation
of Jesns and his conduct, but this was
vaguely outlined. Through it all he
heard the words. *“*My grace is suffi-
cient for thee. "'

He saw Rachel Winslow and Virginia
Page going on with their work of serv-
ice at the Rectangle and reaching ont
loving hands of helpfulness far beyond
the limits of Raymond. Rachel he saw
married to Rollin Page, both fally con-
secriuted to the Master's use, both fol-
lowing in his steps with an eagerness
intensified and purified by their love
for each other, and Rachel's voice sang
on in the alums and dark places of de-
spair and sin and drew lost souls back
to God and heaven once more.

He saw President Marsh of the col-
lege nsing his great learning and his
great infinemce to purify the city, to
ennoble its patriotism, to inspire the
young men and women who loved as
well as admired him to live lives of
Christian service, always teaching them
that edncation means great responsibil-
ity for the weak and the ignorant. He
saw Alexander Powers meeting with
sore trials in his family life, with a
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formal life. writing novels that were |
sociul suecesses, but each one with a

stimg in it, the reminder of his denial,
the bitter remorse that, do what he
wonld, ne sovial snceess conld remove.

some years upon her aunt and Felicia,
finally married to a man far older than
herself, uecepting the barden of o rela-
tion that had no love in it on her part
becanse of her desire to be the wife of &
rich man and enjoy the physical lnx.
aries that were all of life to her. Over
this life also the vision cast cortnin
dark and awful shadows, but they were
not shown to him in detail.

He saw Felicia and Stephen Clyde
happily married, living a beautiful life
together, enthusiastic. joyful in suffer-
ing, pouring out their great, strong,
fragrant service into the dgjl, dark,
terrible places of the great city and re-
deeming souls through the personal
tonch of their home, dedicated to the
humaa bomesickness all about them.

He suw Dr. Broce and the bishop go-
ing on with the settlement work. He
seemed to see the great blazing motto
over the door enlarged, *What Would
Jesus Do?"’ and the daily answer to
that question was redeeming the city
in ita greatest need.

He saw Bnrns ani his companion
and a grest company of men like them
redeenied and going in turn to others,
conguerine their passions by the Divine
grace a.a pruving by their daily sives
the reality of the new birth, even in the
lowest and most abandoned.

And now the vision was tronbled. It
seemned to him that ns he kneeled he be-
gan to pray, and the vision was more
of u longing for a futare than & reality
in the fature. The church of Jesus in
the city and thronghout the country—
wonld it follow Jesns? Was the move-
ment begnn in Raymond to spend itself
in a few churches like Nazareth Avenne
and the ono where he had preached to-
day and then die away as a local move-
ment, & stirring on the surface, but not
to extend deep and far? He felt with

[ BICYCLES ABROAD,

He saw Rose Sterling, dependent for i'

@ne Comes Across Persons Awheelin
0dd Cormers of the
Earth,

One comes across bicyeles in the odd-
est corners. Take Persin, the alleged
land of gazelle-eyed damsels and limpid
ptreams and rose bowcers,  There,
around the city of Teheran, may be
seen Englishmen and English girls hayv-
ing a jount, just as you might see them
on the Portsmouth roud, When the Li-
eyele was first introdueed into Persia.
the late shah, Nosr-i-Din, wlile out rid
ing one day, met i traveler ou a bieyele.
Ile was immensely amused vnd insisted
on baving a race. Then he bhorrowedl
the bicyele and hud it taken to the pal-
ace, Te insisted that his ministers of
state should ride. It was more than the
head of a grand vizier was worth to re-
fuse, so the poor ministers jumped on
and fell off, tricd again and then came
croppers, and altogether were olliged
to =1 ply his majesty with  half an
hour's sinusement. The Persian dearly
loves this sort of uncomfortable prae
tical joke.

Says a writer: “I huad an experience
myself at Ispaban, in ceatrel Persia,
with Zil-i-sultan, brother of the present

shal, 1 was spending an afternoon
the palace, and the prinee, whose in
clinations are chiefly military, s=ked

me a lot of questions about the useful-

| ness of bicyeles in warfure,  Unfor

tunately, my knowledge of warfare was
o minimum quantity, and 1 could only
speak encralities, In the grounds of
the palace I rode up und down, just to
give his highness an idea of how eanss
bieyeling was. Then he asked me to
ride down a particulnr path as fast as |
could, Ididn't see the gleam in his eye

L 1 oset off, 1 waus grolng at o tolerably

swift spewd, when, to my  horror, 1
spled o wall-like drop in front of me, 1
was off the machine in a trice, and just
saved both neck and bieyele from simul-
taneous breakage. Turning round, |
gaw the prince bent double, erimson-
faced and nearing apoplexy from lungh-
ter. 1 do really believe he would have
enjoyed a smash-up. Since then 1 have
sometimes thought that if only 1 had
broken my skull he might have deco-
rated me with the Order of the Lion and
the Sun.

“Burmah Is n country you conceive
to be chiefly made up of thick jungle
and pagodas, Yet there is plenty of cy-
eling in the land of the Lord White Ele-
phant. ‘There is a good little club at
Rangoon, and it has runs round the
lakes and occasionally up to Pegu,
some 60 miles away. I'll always re-
member my surprise when I reached
Mandalay after a sloppy journey nlong
the jungle paths. I was u little eager
to see this famous city., Suddenly the
rough road changed to a good level
macadam; there wern cabs rattling to
the station, and there was a pretty-
cheeked English girl, in blouse and
straw hat, on her bicyecle., It seemed
(rtranes <) find & gt L0 guw C©
ta.  L.ner of the woria! And yet there
are many English cyclists in Man-
dalay."—Chicago Evening News,

WOES OF STENOGRAPHERS.

The Girls Have Diflculty in Finding
Babsiituies During Vaca-
tiom Time,

*This is the time of yeur when our

some hard thinking in order to lessen
them," remarked o young woman

| stenographer in & large office, where

more thun a dozen young women who
“play" the typewriter and draw “erow

agony after the vision again. He
thought he saw the church of Jesus in

of the Spirit and rise to the sacrifice of
its ease and self satisfaction in the
name of Jesus. He thought he saw the
motto, *What Wonld Jesus Do?"" in-
scribed over every church door and
written on every chuorch member's
heart. The vision vanished. It came
back clearer than before, and he saw
the Endeavor societies all over the
world carrying in their great proces-
sions at some mighty convention a ban-
ner on which was inscribed, ‘“What
Wonuld Jesus Do?"’ and he thought in
the faces of the young men and women
he saw future joy of suffering, loss,
self denial, martyrdom, and when this
part of the vision slowly faded he saw
the figure of the Son of God beckoning
to him and to all the other actors in his
life history. An angel choir somewhere
was singing. There was a sound as of
many voices and a shout as of a great
victory, and the fignre of Jesus grew
more and more splendid. He stood at
the end of & lpng flight of steps. *“*Yes!
Yes! O my Master, has not the time
come for this dawn of the millenniom
of Christian history? Oh, break upon
the Christendom of this age with the
light and the truth! Help us to follow
thee all the way!""

He rose at last with the awe of one
who has looked at heavenly things. He

tracks” in notebooks are employed.

America open its heart to the moving | R Aacedy

*It is the hardest thing in the world

[ for us to find wubstitutes to do our

work while we are on a vacation. It
isn't beenuse there are not plenty of

to relieve us. Why, a two-line ‘ad.’ in
any paper would bring applicants
enough to fill each of our places twice
over, but—"

“Wouldn't they be likely to prove
satisfuctory?" inquired a listener.

tended to business. If the ‘sub’ is up
to the mark in skill and looks after her
duties, all goes well, but four times out
of five such is not the case. We select
our substitute and spend a couple of
days showing her how things should be
done, and then go away with & con-
tented mind. DBefore the end of the
first week we hear all sorts of discour-
aging reports from the office. The new
girl bas been sick half of the time and

the work has been harder than she ex-
pected, and she has asked to be relleved
of part of it until she became acquaint-
ed with the rountine,

“If," continued the young woman,
“she is punctual and willing to work,
it is not unusual to find that her sery-
fces are of little or no value. She per-
sists in spelling words with one | when

where there should be capitals, and
never makes more than one paragraph
to the page. Of course_this state of
things makes it bad for the regular op-
erator indirectly. If, for example, the

tor that relieves me for two or
three weeks this summer proves to be
& ‘plug,’ the chances are that next year
I shall have to spend half the summer
looking for a competent relief or else
be deprived of a holiday altogether.”—
Chicago Inter Ocean.

Badly Out of Gear.
Mrs. Novice—I wonld so love to go
with you for a spio, but I just sent my
wheel to be repaired. You see the
banger' crank got out of order and

something got the matter with the
racket wheel, 50 that the chainless ends
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troubles begin and when we have to do

women who are willing and anxious
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