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They wrhir and clash, through the mights
and days,

The magical looms of thought;

And ia and out, through a thoussnd ways,
The flashing threads are brought

Thelr swift purveyers part and meet,

On rall and ship, on mart and street,

With téreless brain, with hurrying feet,
An the endless web |s wrought.

They may not pause when the sun s high,
Nor pest when the light islow;

For while men live, and act, and dle,
The word flics to and fro

It leaps the sea, It spans the plain;

n throbbing wire ang mighty chain,

1t runs like fire from main to main,
That the world may see and know,

While all men sleep, they whirand clash,| Drancovan had sent part of his large Prince I
| fortune to Venice, but he would not deeply, bu!

The terrible looms of light;
On eyes that wake shall the message flash,
From far beyond the night;
And songs In the under worid begun
Shall touch cur lps ere day is done;

For space |n nought, and the carth’s at oneg, '

Linked by the word's swift flight.

Man ealls to man, and not in valn,
The cry o his ear is brought:
All love, and labor, and hope, and pain
Into each soul in wrought
Work on, ye presses, at life's behest,
For ligkt far spread, and for wrong re
dressed;
Ti time 18 ended, ye may not rest,
Yo marvelous looms of thought!
~Marion Couthouy Smith, in Argery.
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THE DEATH OF PRINCE
BRANCOVAN.

By CARMEN SWLVA.™ (L N Quern of Bowmanl )
Copyright, 1=

| death. On hearing

| we must not lose our precions

nephew, conducted,
and in which they were lmmured until
the following Angust. Brancovam and
Vacarescu were put to the most ex-
cruciating torture in order to sompel
them to confess where they had con-
cealed their accumulated riches, for

{ the Turks had not found as much gold

as they expected, altbough they
searched for and destroyed everything

{ wherein they thought it might have nants of the

been hidden.

reveal the fact, in spite of all the ter-
rible tortures to which he was sub-
jected, and which are described by one
of his secretaries as being so atrocious

(s to make one's hair stand on end
| simply to read the account. At length

the Turks understood that they had

nothing more to gain from the prinee, |

and bade him prepare for immediate
this, Brancovan
summeoned his sons to his presence. ar;
safd to them:

“My children, our fortunes are
our lives are about to be sacrifice i
4

A *El ‘..;. i . -.lal:l'l mc‘-.:,j .

Ladfl

] ’-rr--r—'-

it out said:

“If any among ye herebavep'’ . jon
me, let him rend this holy I  ni to
my dear young wife. Itwill' _.onso-
lation to her until the h of her
death.”

Not a hand was raise  tnke the
holy jewel, and cnsti it on the

und, and crushing +tn his foot,

e i -

LA

funday Sehool Lesson inm the Intermde
tiemal Seriea for Febraary 8,
_ 1808—Johm 4143-54

{Specially Arranged from Peloubet's Notes.]
GOLDEN TEXT.-—Jesus sald unto him,
thy son liveth: and himself belleved, and
his whole house.—John 4:58.
THE BECTION inclulles only the lesson,

exclaimed: *“So stified a relie
shall not be defile your Pagan |
touch!™

kissed the rem-
. 'voana, and signed

= .o do his work.
“un sighed once more
gsain: *“Good Lord.

Kneeling dowy

to the execu

with a glance over Christ's ministry
through miracies of mercy.

TIME.—A. D. %, early in Januvary, or
late In the previous December. Boon after
the last lesson.

PLACE.~Cana, & village among the hills
of Galllee; and Capernaum, a city 0 to 2%
moiles to the northeast, on the shore of the
Sea of Galilee.

EXPLANATORY,
L. A Good Foundation for Faith.—

Vi 43-45. 43, “Now after two duys:™

Thy will ] :
Then 1 tun enlled:

| “Dras a4 single ehild now only
remal* ¢ ¢! Hefleet before thoun
| saer ' s misot*® !
I T sov locked on the form af his
| de * woy. on his wife below, who
| b caated and was happily still in-

;i'{'e, on his beautiful daughter who '
ns choking with convulsive sobs, nnd

J. ¢ making the sign of the cross

| aguin said:

“The Lord's will bedone!™
| “Child!" eried the sultan. *“II thou
| wilt embrace our faith, thou shalt live |
[ and be happy!"

Pe brave, my beloved ones, aot

:d:nlhr:“:nu“l?now what Chirir g-:.d ‘Phe boy's koft eyes sought those of
| for our sake, and what n ¢ 'l'-'“htgi:"?;:"' as if to gain strength and
he endured! 1 pray you: | stend- ; . . .

I fast in your falth, flincy at all il!.[ “ldie willingly, my father,” he said.

.W.

I was in the year 1714, Constantin
Brapeovan had been governing foras
length of time as voivod of Wallachia

He wus now nearly 60 years old; o wise |

prince, and much beloved by his people.
Four handsome sons had been born te
him, who were the pride of his house,
ahd the consolation of his old nge.

Renewing in these noble princes his
own youth, Prigee Brancovan and his
still beautiful wife, with their daugh- |
ter, Princess Roxandra, llved a sim
ple, uneventful life in their capital city
of Ducharest. The people looked upon |
the prince as their father, and he justi-
fled this attitude by the pains he took
to make his rule a blessing to them,

In these days there does not remain |
any trace of the insecurity in which the
inhabitants of the two principalities
then lived, and which compelled them
to conceal their treasures in - wooden
coffers, which, covered with carpets |
and the richest Turkish stuffs, formed |
part of the furniture of a8 chamber,
and were capable of easy removal to
a place of sufety when their enemies,
the Turks, made a raid into the country, |

Prince Constantin  Brancovan had |
long grown distasteful to the sul‘an
beeanse of his wise and noble charie-
ter, and of his having made'himself be-
loved by all his subjects. He hadaiso
accumuiated vast wealth, and had
caused gold pieces to be.coined; this
wis looked upon as an nct of insubor- |
dination to his suzerain. '

There were certain individunls at the
porte willing cnough to nggravate the
anger of the sultan, and amongst these
wits a Greek doctor who had presumed
to fall in love with the beautiful Prin-
cess Noxandra.

With his courteous ways and knowl-
edge of men and countries, he found |
favor with the four young princes, and
necomplished his desire of being now
and again with the Princess Roxandra
herself, What had at first been more-
Iy a passing whim now became the |
neceasity of his being, and the Greek
possionately resolved that, in spite of
her rank and ils nationality, the prin-
cvss should be his,

At last, having done all that he
nould to furtber ingratinte himself with
Prinee  DBrancovaun, the Greek ap
proached the question. le dwelt upon
his wealth (which he had taken eare
te give an appearance of during  his
stay in the cupitnl), bis influcnee with
the Turks, his desire to see Wallachia
freed from her bonduge, and, unfet-
tered, beginning a nobler future. Then
he touched upon his personal hopes,
But he bad bardly expressed  himself
before the prince interposed. Haught-
ily and emphatically he deelared it im-
pussible for such a request even to be
considered.  And when the Greek
pressged Lis suit, DPrinee  Brancovan,
tsually so calm, gres angry, and sum-
marily dismissed Lis visitor. That was |
the end of the Greek's hopes, but not of
his designa. He had, in his selfish de- ‘
| sires, pretended to be what he was not, |
aud he was no sooner out of Prince |
Drancovan's presence than he began to
think of revenge.  He at once removed
10 Uonstantinople and sought ull meaus
of ingratiating himself with the sultan.
He was so servile and flattering that
he soon became a prime fuvorite, nnd
then, with subtle cunning, he com-
menced a systematic  persecution of
Birancovan., He represented himself to
the sultan as a friend of Turkey and
anxious that the provinees over which
siie possessed suzerainty should be un-
der more effective control than was the
cuse nt present.  He proceeded to relate
that he had visited Wallachia in order
to useertain the opinions of the people
and their ruler with regard to Turkey:
amil then repented parts of conversa-
tions he hnd had with Prince Bran-
covan, taking care to magnify the
prince’s  patriotic expressions into
threats agninst his suzernin.  He also
tolil the sultan that vast stores of gold
had bieen accumulated Ly the privee,
and that there was little doubt bnt
that this was te be devoted to the rais-
ing of an army when the time should
be ripe for the Wallachians to rebel;
also that the prines was condueting
regular and seeret correspondence with
some of the neichboring states. The
unfortunate prince was speedily taken
prisoner, 68 well as his wife, their
beautiful danghter, his four sons, and
his nephew and Prime Minister Vacar-
eseu.

It was just before Enstertide that the
prisoners were forcibly dragged to Con-
stantinople. and cast into the prizon of
*he Beven Towers. This famous prison
s situnted at the end of the land wall
aof Constantinople, where it meeta the

the face of the world." The four hand- s
| some youths stood respectfully before | ¥OUNE, but lam of thy race!

their father, bareheaded, and listened |
to his words. Bach in turn kissed his | CTOWned with rich dark curls, waa sev-

hand, and he looked with dimmed eyes
upon these his sons who were the pride
of his life, the hope of his house, and
whom he was now exhorting to die as
Christians should, When he came to
his youngest born, who was still n
child, his eves overflowed with tears.
Soon footsteps were heard In the ad-
joining room;: a Pasha entered, and
bade them all accompany him to the
presence of the sultan,

The aged prince soon stood before his
suzernin,

“DBrancovan,” said the latter, “is this
true which I hear of thee, that thou
wouldst throw off thy allegiance, and
declare the independence of thy prinei-
puality  Say, is it true thet thou hast
even dared to coin money from thy own |
gold? Thou art feariess as if thotw wert |
thy own master! What hast thou u‘
plead in justifieation?

“Whether 1 have governed well or ill. |
God above is the best judge; bat if I
were once & power on the earth, see
now to what ignominy I am reduced!" |
replied the captive prince with dignity. |

“[rancovan, measure thy words;
theu and thine are condemned to death; |
not one of thy rebellious tribe shali es-
cape his doom!"

“Ag God wills it;
vour hands."

our lives are In

The populace crowded to witness the |
executions. Brancovan looked ecalmly
down on the multitude; amongst them |
he recogulzed the princess, hia” wifc,
and their davghter Roxandra, whom

| the Turks in their refinement of savage |

cruelty had compelled to witness the
terrible spectacle. The prince’s face |
darkened us the Muezin—or Turkish
priest—adwaveed, and after making the |
usual three salaams, thus addressed
him: |

“My master, we have an anclent cus-
tom here, to the effect that a con-
demned prisoner may be pardoned if he |
be willing to ehange his religion, and
embrace our holy Mahomedan faith.”

Then the sultan called in a loud voice,

“Drancovan, renounce thy dog-like
Christian belief, thon and thy sons,em- |
brace that of our own, and then shall
ve all go forth free!”

“Retter that my race should perisn,
than that we showuld deny our sacred
religion,” was the undaunted reply.

“I'ien must ye all prepare for death,” |
suid the sultan, frowning, and gave
orders that Vacaresen should be the |
first on whom the soldiers should lay
their hands. |

“DBecome one of our followers, for- |
sake thy master, live, be rich and hap-
py." said the Muezin te him.

“A Vacaresou does not betray his|
prinee or his churoh!” said the ex-min-
ister proudly, and, bowing his head, he
was instuntly recapitated.

The officlals then scized on the third
son of the priuce, a baughty youth,
with eyes full of fire and hair blask
as the rovem's

“Deny aith, i I wid
thee,” 1“ -

“Do not {neult me Ry "
«aid the boy, and drwa, >
head wus severed from his bedy, ani
rolled to his father's feet!

The old man sighed heavily, and his
long beard trembled, as hesaid: “Lord,
thy will be donpe!™

The sultan then pointed to the sec
ond son, who fell imploringly at his |
fother's feet. The prince grew pale |
with fear, lest his son should fail him,
bit the latter, blushing, ralsed his |
penetrating eyes to those of his fa-
ther and said:

*I, alone, of all thy children. have
caused thee trouble and vexation, |
through my wayward heart and my
quick blood, I eannot go to sleep. the |
sleep of eternity without kissing thy |
hand, and craving thy pardon!™

The old man's face ngain grew placid, |
and fervently blessing his kneeling son, |
he said:

**At this very hour every fault is ex- !
piated! thou art going to God.,” 1'he |
young man bared his neck before the
yataghan of the executioner, while ‘he
ellest son, whose manly face was set
off by a heavy beard, looked at hiz
brother's corpse. and burst into violent
tears,

On perceiving this the sultan eried:

“Forsnke thy religion! [=see that life
Is sweet to thes, embrace our faith, be
free, be happy!"™

The young Drancovan did not seem

«0 hear these words, but took from his .

sest an Troana—a snered image—which

| nevertheless

| skirts—was perceived by the execu-

| way through the crowd, and holding up

in a firm tone, "It is true that I am

And shortly his youthful head
ered from his body,

Then, and then only, did the old
man’s strength fail him, as he fell on
his knees and kissed the headless
vorpse,

At length he rose in great fury and
cursed his enemies, erying out: “Pa-
gans! you have slain my four sons!
May God destroy youand yours, may
He wipe you all from the face of the
carth! May you have no ground in
which to be buried and may your souls
never know peace or rest!"

The sultan and bis servants were sc
highly incensed at this anathema that
they tore off his vestments in shreds—
it is even said that they tore the skin
from his flesh, the while calling him:
“Ghiour! Dog of a Christian!"

Brancovan raised his voice for the
lnst time:

“YTou can cut my flesh into morsels,
Constantin  Drancovan
dies & faithful Christinn. Though for-
saken, and abandoned by all, he will
restin Christ Jesus!™
The yataghan of the executioner
osed Lis early career,

Then the grandchild of the old prince
—who had hidden himse!f in n woman's

el

tioner, who caught him, and holding
him up by his hair, cried:

“Is this one to remain alive, or shall
he follow his elders?"

At this moment & woman beat her

a child high fn her arms, saidi “Stay
your hand! that is my child, this one =
Lrancovan’s grundson?”

It was the nurse who heroically puve
her own offspring to save the last re-
maining princeiy heir!  She witnessed
anflinchingly the sacrifice of her ehild.
clasped the other one to her breast and
vowing & holy vow, she fled with him

After some time had elapsed the
widows of these unfortunate princes
were set at liberty, and withdrew to
Venice. They did not return to their
own epuntry for many years. One of
Drandovin's daughters, Domnitza Bal-
asha, was 80 decp!v impressed by
their misfortunes that <lie v tired to n
monastery, and would rcevis e no part
of her share of the wast inheritance
which had produced such dire misfor-
tune to her family.

Bhe caused the fiue rancovan hos-
pital at Bucharest to be erected and
an almshouse for decayed gentlewom-
en, a8 well as a very beautiful church,
which to this day bears the name of
Domnitza Balasla,

The Cenmiry Dootor of Old.

Is the “old country doctor” of to-day
as quaint and attractive a figure as he
was 40 years ago? Probably net,
though he muy knew more in his pro-
fession than his predecessor. Theold
doctor’'s shrewd, weather-beaten face,
was “frosty but kindly." Next to the
pastor be was the most important mem- !

i ber of the village community, and with- |

in a circle of ten miles everybody
knew “the old doc,” and he knew every-
body amd everybody's horse and dog.
Usually he bad a college degres and |
retained a pretty pood taste in litera- \
ture. Posslbly, he was not very scl-

entifie, but some of his remedies were [
of wondrous potency and reached |
down clear to where you lived and |
stirred up the foundatiors of things |
as the pastor's theology stirred up

the conscience. Ile gave no sugar-coat- |
ed pelleds, but good old Calvinistie pills

of his own compounding, of s search- |
ing and uncompromising quality, “try- |
ing the hearts of men™ and ealoulated

| for what Virgil (or is it Horace?) re-

fers to as “the robust entrails of the
mowers."—Hartford Courant.
]
Not Unlikely. I
This is a lawyer's story of his firat
trial in which a farmer accused his
neighhor of stealing his ducks, The
lawyer was employed by the accused
to convince the court thot such was
not the case The plaintiff was posi-
tive that his neighbor was guilty of

| the coffense charged, becnuse he had

seen his docks in the defendant's yard.
*How do you know they were your
ducks?" asked the lawyer. *“I should
know my ducks anywhere,” replied the
farmer. giving a deseription of their
various peculinrities whereby he eonld
distinguish them, “Why,” said the
Inwyer, “those ducks cannot be of such
rare breed. 1 have seen some just like
them in my own yard,” *“That's not
it all unlikely ™ admitted the farmer,
“for they are not the only ducks [ have
bad stolen lately."—Detroit Free Press.
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The two days mentioned in V. 40,
which Jesus spentat Sychar preaching
tothe Samaritans, “Went into Galilee:"
Continuing His journey with His dis-
ciples, which had been interrupted by
theineident at Sychar, Jesusleft Judea
forGalilee because a deepening opposi-
tion was developing in Judea, where He
was born, of whose lineage He was, and
where He would paturally be st home
as the Messinh. But “Jesus Himself
testified.”"” from his own experience,
“that a prophet hath no honor in his
own country,” And therefore He went
to Galilee, till by His teachings and His
works there He could prove to Judea
that He was indeed the prophet.

45, “The Galileeans Received Him:"
The reason is immediately given. “Hav-
ing seen all the things that He did at
Jerusalem at the feast,” which the Gal-
fleans were accustomed to attend, The
feast must be that referred to in 2:13-
25 and Chap, 3:1-22, And many things,
doubtless, were done at that time which
are oot recorded (2:23).

II. The Need of Faith.—V. 46. "So
Jesus came again foto Cana * * ¢
where He made the water wine™ (Chap.
2:1-11): “DBecause, having cnce been
welcomed there asa friend or relative,
und having shown forth His glory, His
true character, by & miracle, He would
now be likely to receive a favorable
hearing and make more disciples. We
may remember that here was the home
of one of His disciples, Nathaniel (Bar-
tholomew) (John 21:2). **A certainno-
bleman:” He was some high officer,
civil or military, of MHerod's court,
“Whose son was sick,” and very low,
at the point of death with a fever (V.
2).

L Fubh Using Means. — V, 41,
*When Le Lenrd that Jesus was come:™
He had just one hope left, and knowing
that Jesus had wrought eures for oth-
ers, he hoped that He might be both
able and willing to help him in his
trouble. “Besought Him that He would
come down:" Thinking that Jesus
must go and see the boy in order 1o
cure him,

IV. Little Faith a Stepping Stone to
Larger Faith.—V, 48, “Except ye see
sigus and wonders:" These two words
mark the two chief aspects of mir-
acles; siguns, the spiritual aspect,where-
by they suggest some deepertruth than
meets the eye, of which they are in
oome sense symbols and pledges; and
wonders, the external aspect, whereby
their strangeness arrests attentiom.
“Ye:" A general statement, suggest-
ed by the circumstances, “Will not be-
lieve:" Jesus saw that His miracles
Lad impressed the people more deeply
than the teachings they were intended
10 convey.

V. The Earnestness of Faith.—V, 40.
“Sir, come down ere my child die:" Ile
had no strength to reply or explain;
he would be hindered by noseeming re-
buke. He showed that he was not wait-
ing to see wonders, but could trust

Jesus to heal his son.

VL Faith Rewarded.—Vs. 50-34. 50.
*Go thy way; thy son liveth:" Here is
the reward of his faith, and the means
to larger faith, as we soon see. "And
the man believed the word that Jesus
had spoken:" Here was a step higher
in his faith. Ile not only believed in
general in the power of Jesus to heal,
but be believed for himself and acted
upon his belief. "“And he went his
way:" He left Jesus, and eitherstarted
immediately for home, or went some-
where for the night, and left for home
the next morning, which is the more
probable,

52, “At the seventh hour:"
one e'cleck, according to the Jewish
reckonlpg, or seven o'clock, according
to one lHoman reckoning. *The fever
left Bim,” showing a sudden and de-
cisive change.

51 “Himself believed and his whole
house:" Household, family, He be-
lieved what? Believed on Jesus as his
Saviour, Before he bad belleved about
Him, now he believed on Him. Theyall
became disciples. This new increase
of his faith was the result of this mir-
acle. It confirmed and enlarged his
faith, so that he received the teaching
and love of Christ deep in his heart.

54. “Second miracle:™ Not the sec-
ond miracle Jesus had wrought (V. 45).
but the second in Galilee.

PRACTICAL BUGGESTIONS.

Let us be earetul not to dishonor the
prophets in our own country — the
saints in onr own households, the good
in our own church, the talent in our
own famijlies,

He that has faith will act upon tha
faith, and through acting upon it the
falth will be increased.

God has patience with weak and im-
perfect faith, as a stepping stone to
higher and purer faith.

Facts are a true foundation for our
faith. All that God bas done for oth-
ers proves that He can do the same
for us.

It is right to pray for temporal bless-
ings, but God cares more for spiritual
blessings which may come to us by the
wny He gives or withholds the tem-
poral.

There are different degrees and qual-
ities even of real faith, The fuith that
is founded on testimony and on out-
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Delicatc |
 Childrenl

st
;

¢ They do not comply;
g anything in i ulul:"?huf j of“‘_‘ (
E cat enough, but keep thiy x P Shind
: Ea] . Theyappear fairly o) '
g but have no strength, Yeu
cannot say they are rey
sick, and 50 you call then [l ; Ja
delicate. ! o, b
What can bedone forthems L"g,t.' ¥
Our answeris the same th;, > -
the best physicians have bee, [l sl
giving for a quarter of ace,. ., 10, 11
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health and vigor. Even dej;. 1 T
cate infants rapidly gain iy S | ),
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Piles or Hemorrhoids L Ridire,
Fissures & Fistulas, e 3. |
Burns & Scalds. wulv b

Wounds & Bruises,
Cuts & Sores.

Boils & Tumors,
Eczema & Eruptions,
Salt Rheum & Tetlers,
Chapped Hands.

Fever Blisters.

Sore Lips & Nostrils,

Corns & Bunions.
Stings & Bites of Insects

Three Sizes, 25¢, Soc, and $1.c0,

BSold by druggists, or sent post-padd on recelpt of priey
HURFHREYA' RED. 00., 1011 & 118 William 8L, Yew Yurk,
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Ll Makes Kitchen ound I ck
The of calinet
b} Work Easy. ot e "
- hcgum hrlg!.;F ¥
mches; has two metal-bottom bins, one holding 5w
the other partitioned for corp-meal, graham, smr, oic.;
aoe large drawer; one bread board, which alides iui
trame, Price, complete, only §5, on bosrd ears in (ki
with the rook hook free, in 50 days if yoa

And the Cabinet the most useful, ving plece if
kltchen furaiture you ever saw: If not entirely plessed,
return ot our expenses No deposit, no guarsnty
quired from any reliabde person,  In ondering be sure
to you're a resder of this —this I very mwn-
ant—and that you seeept our Kitchen Cabinet Uffer Na
8 Order to-diy ; or, send for lilnstrated elreular No L
QUAKER VALLEY XF6. C0., 355 W. Barrison 8¢, Chirap.

§. B —Genuine Quaker Valley furniture ls never sold
through retallers—always from factory to firesile o
wholesale prices. Dot secept s worth Imitativn

1,96 BUIS A 83.50 SUIT
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ears, Basbadh b Co are Uarsoghly

AKE PERFECT MEN!
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potency O every
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in ve . Bold
Gy FILK PERFECTO CO, Caxton 1
For sale in Middleburgh, Pa., by
Middleburg Drug Co., inMt. Pleas-
ant Mills by Henry Harding, and in
Penn's Creck by J. W. Sampsell.

$2.75 emxmattcous
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and love, and power of the Saviour. ,
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