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'BLIND TOM'S MOTHER.

Jer Name Is Charity Wiggins and
She Is 85 Years Old.

“.vllﬂl That Her Talented Sonm
fins Been Prejudiced Against Her
sy Persens Whe Want te Cen-
trel His Money.

1t is nol usually known that Bliad
Tom's mother is alive, writes Annie
Rittenhouse in the Philadelphin Press.
fler name is Charity Wiggins. BEhe
lives in Columbus. Ga., with one of her
daughters.

Aunt Charity is 85 years old, and is
one of the colored people who belong
to the old southeru regime. Bhe is
courtecus, intelligent, deferential and
wins the respect of her own race and
the white race.

ghe is looked upon in the light of an
oracle by the colored people in Colum-
pus, for she has traveled far and wide
with her son, the fameus Blind Tom,
musician

Aunt Charity never gets tired of tell-
ing of her son Tom. If the northern
visitor who frequents the Georgin re-

sorts will go out to the suburbs where |

she lives Aunt Charity will receive the
guest with courtesy and good will and
sit and 1alk to her about her son, the
genius of the age.

But Aunt Charity bas a grievance, |

und she will tell you that as soon as
she tells you anything about Tom, She
says he i= not writing to her as often
as he should. Aunt Charity believes
that the people he is living with at
Highlands, N. J., bave prejudiced him
sgainst ber and that is the reason she
rarely hears from him.

She probably has a guod deal in her

favar in 1his prejudice, for there s

something very queer about Blind
Tom's being kept so closely and guard-
ed 80 secretly in that queer old her-
mitage on the coast of New Jersey.
The natives in that place say that it
js as much as o man's life is worth to
talk to Blind Tom; that he is guarded
like o prisoner. 1f poorold Aunt Chari-
ty knew all about her son that the
patives ure saying, the old soul would
be sorrier than she isnow. Ttcertainly

AUNT CHARITY WIGGINS.

(Better Known as the Mother of the Fa-
mous Blind Tom.)

is true that somebedy has Blind Tom's
money, und his mother has not a bit
of it.

She traveled for nine years with Blind
Tom, and that travellng was ea near
Hearen ® ghe will ever get this side
of the real Heaven. The other Heaven
which she enjoys in this life is the ex-
ceeding nstonishment she creates in
her own race by talking to them for
bours in the dusky southern twilight
of the wonderful things she saw and
the things she heard during these great
nine years when she was north, How-
tver, old Aunt Charity always winds
up with a shake of the head and suys:
“But I am mighty glad to be back in
Georgia!™

Aunt Chority says the reason she has
for believing that Blind Tom was prej-
udiced ngainst her was the same rea-
son that made her leave New York.
Ehie was there four years ago, and Tom
came te her and said: “Mother, you
must go home.” *“Tom, what put that

into your head?" Then he put out his |

hands as if he would shove her away.
Hesaid: *“If you don’t go we will make
ru go,” and he intimated that the peo-
ple hud told him to say this:

The people were evidently those

shrewd ones who knew that if Tom's |

fuwily had Tom's money there would
1ot be much left for them. Aunt Chari-
'y gives it out as a faet that Tom is
eily 40 years old, whereas the world
has always considered him to be a de-
epit oid man because he has gone out
of ity sight.

Annt Charity is not only a character
InGeorgia as the mother of Blind Tom,
but she is the mother of 20 other chil-
dren.  When you usk her the names of
Yer children it is impossible for her
W recollect all of them.

Nothing is more pleasant to the visi-
or to Columbus than to find Aunt
Charity and to go out and talk to her

1out Tom's being imprisoned awny '

from her and hear the stories of his
freat power,

She ix ns perfectly sure as she is of
Reasen that he is the only great genfus
hat America bas produced. With a
freat denl of interest she tells you of
4e first day when the little Blind Tom
:"hl:l to the master’s piano and played

ne,

The Atlanta Constitution recently
fiblished this excellent plcture of old
Aunt Charity, which is here repro-
: As this picture shows, she is
[* perfect health, is as fine as ever
[Rentaliy. and expects to live to be more
LW 100, and hans only ons trouble—
ind Tom's behavior to her,

Very 01d Chinese Coins.
There nre in eirenlation in China at
" present time coins bearing the
mes of emperors who died 2,000 years

Oldest of British Familien.
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A QUESTION SOLVED.

The Doulkletiree Problem Expiained
by a Man Whoe Had Made Il
a Stady.

Under the heading “A Question to Be
| Solved.” a writer asks: \'hen 1two
horses are pulling a lond hitehed ou to
'doubletree, as usually, with the bolt

inthe very centerand the doubletree can
move freely forth and back, and one
horse keeps his end a foot aheud, which
liorse pulls the most—the one ahead or
{behind ?
' 1 answer the one behind when puliing
'on u doubletree the way they are usual-
{ly made; but when the tree holes are

(bored in a “perfect line™ there can

'no difference.
As an explanation | submit diagra
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DOUDLETREE PROBLEM EXPLAINED

which I think will solve the question to
jany intelligent mind,

I Iu both diagrams the solid lines show
the position of the doubletree when the
horses are working even, and both are

 the sume distance from the wagoun

| tongue, ascenter line of draught,

| Diagram 1 shows a doublstree with
holes bored on & straight line, and the

|dotted lines show the off horse to be

i.lwml. and yet brings ench horse the

' same distance from the center line of

! draught, and therefore meither horse
hus the advantage.

|  Diagram 2 shows a doubletree with

| holes bored out of line, “as they are

usuglly made."” and the dotted lines
show the off horse to be ahead also, and
| farther from the center llne of dravght

than the nigh horse, and therefore gives
| the horse that is ahead the advantage,

| My reason for saying that the horse
behind pulls the most is simply that the

[holes in the doubletree are bored

jout of line, and anyons doubting this

;can easily demonstrate it by placing

| one end of the doubletree ahead, and

| measure from the cleviee pin to the cen-
ter line of draught.

| In making a doubletree, bore (he

| holes in a straight line and have less
balky horees.—Farm, Field and Fire-

' eide,

| The Hog and lts Nose,
| The nose of the hog is an index of
the hog's nature and condition, Its
shape and texture show that It is de-
signed for nuzzling, fer rooting and
for overturning things, and this is "the
nature of the brute' to perfeetion, says
an exchange. The condition of the
animal is in many waym shown in the
nose. In the healtby bog the nose is
moist, cool and pink in color. To the
touch it is elastic. In disease it
changes in appearance, bacoming pallid
or purplish, dry, bot and rigid, or else
flabby. Many an experienced breeder
cun tell at a glance the general condi-
tion of a hog from the condition of its
nose, When your swine grow listless,
and do less nuzzling than usual, and
seem to be dozing or sleeping more
than usual, inspect their noses, and
you are likely to find in them the indi-
cations of fever and other troubles.

Notes on Sheep Management,

1. Scabby shecp should never be
driven upon a public road. 2, Sheds in
 which scabby sheep have been kept
. should be thoroughly cleaned, disin-
fected and nired, and should be kept un-
used for at least four weeks (better
'two months) before clean sheep are
placed in them. 2. Fields in which scab-

by sheep have been kept should stand
vacant at least four weeks (better six
or eight) before being used for elean
sheep. 4. A drenching rain will fre-
quently serve to disinfect a pasture.
but it is well to whitewash {Le posts
against which seabby sheep have
rubbed, Even after observing the pre-
cautions here given it is not possible to
absolutely guarantee that there will be
| no reinfection, but the probabilities are
ngainst it.—Western Plowman.

Early Maturing [Hogs.

Young pork is always best, as well as
the most easily produced. Unless the
naimal is wanted as a breeder it is not
asually kept until a year old. The
breeds that mature early will make
more pork at less cost at six to elght
months old than will those that keep
on growing two or three yearsand at-
tain very henvy weights. But it is still
better to keep the breeding sow of
some of the coarse, large-boned hogs
‘and then grow litters of pips from
her when mated with some of thesmall
breeds that mature earliest. The half-
breeds will muke more pork than will
the thoroughbreds.

Dorset Sheep Are Fighters.
As most people know, a cow or two
" pnstured with sheep will protect the
' sheep from dogs. But with dairying.
as practiced nowadays, it is not every-
one who ecan spare a cow to serve as
shepherd. A Maryland breeder says the
DNorset sheep need neither cows nor
' shepherd, being abundanily able to
' fight their own battles. One of the
ewes, ke Jeft the flock to attack a
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All WorkGuarnt-ed
To be First-Class,
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Proori.:tor,
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A SUMWER SALL
in ladies’ shoes ix a pisa i
vovage afoot,  Forthe pleas
ure it givex, there’s no sl
like our sale. Crowds are
enjoying ity and secnring the
pretriest, coolest and best (i
ting Runnnershoss new wan
ufactured, at whil
buvers o il oa pieasizo do
1:;15‘. Fao. oSt
wear, pleasnre or every-day
practical purposes, walking
viding, or dyivin:, wesupply
the idenl shoes demunnded by
fashion and dietates o
individua! lLoadies,
whoever elaim: voar hands,
by all means surrender voar
feet to these shoes,
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A. . Polliegery,
VETERINARY SURGEON,

SELINSGROVE, PA.
At arotessionn] bustness eptrusted Lo my cdare

will veeolse prompt aodd careful attention.

CAUTIGNESOTICE.
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ghn 4 velts ol senrs, Loegy awl log wagon.
W lnve lefttho nbov s roerty in the hands
of B M oo and o peosone are eantioned
mot to rreddie with the  nme.

STOININGER BROS,
Middiehurg, Pa,, Jan. 1, 1509,
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The light that heightens
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finished touch to the drawing
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TOBLE ORGAN GROORR

Will Probably Secure the Estate of
Earl Poulett. '

THERE ARE TWO OLAIMANTS.

The Eldest Son of the Earl, Who Has
Just Died, Was Discarded by His
Father Through No Fault of His
Own—An Intoresting Life Story.

London, Jan. 24.—Willlam Henry,
Earl Poulett, died in this city en Sun-
day In his 724 year. It Is probable that
the succession to the title and estates |
will be disputed. |
| The deceased earl was thrice mar- |

fled.  According to goesip, he made a

wager, when a harum scarum youth
jand travellng about, that he would
| marry the first woman he met on land-
|ing In England.

Accordingly, at Port Sea, In 1849,
married Miss Elizabeth Virginim Nes
Irnan. daughter of a Landport pile
|Wllliln 4 few months she gave bir
| to & son, whose paternity her husba
denled. The couple from that t
lived apart, the wife dying In Aug
1871. The child, who now calls hin
Viscount Hinton, and clalms the
vesslon, has long been living
streets of London as an ¢rgn ¢
and his pretensions were @0 oy ¢
Iy repudiated by the docoaoed

About six weels nfte Yo 4
“is Arst wife Lord Pt \rT
Sophia Johneon, who .| vl
{out issue lving, In i h 3
Jiss Rosa De Molvlil i f
fred Hugh De Mely! i r
In generally recogniied i
1! helr,

The long standing uat
the late Earl Pouletr am
~inding viscount ha
material for many a Lo-ao. i .
Only & month ago the clal wine to
snceesslon Issued an npjoal 1o the oo
lle wo take a philanthropic Iinterest
the condition of the poor, among whot
he has lived and earned his living. He
prefaced 't with a brief blographical
statement, which s interesting Jjust
now, as lkely to form the basls of im-
portant Htigation between him and the
son of the late earl by his thinl wife.
In the course of the appeal “the noble
organ grinder,” as he s known In Lon-
don, sald:

“I am Viscount Hinton, Willlam
Turnour Thomas Poulett, eldest san of
Earl Poulett, of Hinton 8t George.
Eomerset; hence my title. On  the
death of the prégent eatl, angainst whont
I hold no enmity whatever, 1 expeet Lo
inherit Hinton St, George, still & mag-
nificant domain of 20,000 acres. The
estate ls worth £12000 per annum,
which I shall gsome time enjoy.

“Through certain affalrs, which must
he nameless, my parents lived apart,
my mother enjoying a good Income,
which died with her. The earl
shortly afterward took another wife,
who lived for some time. After she
left this world he took unto himself
another, Certain affairs took place
and I was thrown on my own regources,
| “Friends took care of nie and kept
| me golng for a time. I was advised by

and old friend to try to win a living in
the streets. An organ wias procured
for me, to which I am compelled tn
stick, not being able to turn my hand
| to anything else. The work Is very
Ihnn!. especially during the winter
monthe. Some people think and say
It Is an Idle life. Let them try (1
am earning an honest living with my
plano organ,

“I am also learning a phase of 1lfe
| ameng the London populace which |
helleve few members of the nolility
have had a chance to know., When
| 1 take my seat In the house of lords |
! think I shall come equipped with a bet-
| ter understanding of its dutles toward

the publie than had 1 gquandered a
‘:latrlmony or Idly wasted In Inherl-
| tance. As one of the thousand or more
' organ grindera In London, I should
| say that the proper housing of the poor
| was more important just now than the

multiplication of warships or the
adoption of new races of men.”

The late Earl Pouleit consclentiously
involved himself in debt, =sold every
rfamll)' possession he could sell and
mortgaged the remalnder up to the
I'Hmlt. in erder that “the nohle organ

cession to the title and entailed es-
| tates, might benefit as little as pos-
| sible. At one time the courts refused
him a certificate of diecharge In bank-
ruptey on the ground of unjustifiable
extravagance In living,. He made no
gacret of the reason for hig prodigality.
The old earl’s hatred for him whom he
called ““the Impostor” was Intense, and
his animosity extended to the wife of
the claimant, who has Invariably ac-
companied him with the plano organ
about the streets of London.

Lord Poulett dled uncertaln as to
what would be the outcome of his 1ife-
long efforts to defeat the asplrations
of Ellzabeth Newman's son. The child
was born In wedlock, and the claim-
ant's legal advigers have all along as-
sured him that hls claims to the suc-
cession cannot be defeated,

Judge Denonnces a Verdlet,

Evansville, Ind., Jan. 24.—In the elr-
cult court here yesterday Judge Baker,
on motion of United States District At-
torney Wishard, nollied the case against
Cashler Rosenkranz, of the wrecked
First Natlonal bank, of Mount Vernon,
Ind. The district attorney declared
his belief that Rosenkranz was not
gulity, but that Albert Wade, who was
found not gulity by a jury on Satur-
day last, was the one who wrecked the
bank. Judge Baker concurred in this
| and made the sensational statement
| that the gullt of Wade was proved by
| his own admissions on the stand and
‘ that the jury was Influenced by the
| wealth and Influence behind the man,
Judge Baker declared that sueh ver-
@lcts as that In the Wade case is what
;makes mob law possible.

The Spanlsh Phillppine Prisoners,

Washington, Jan, 24—A Madrid dls-
patoh declares that the Filipino con-
greee at Malalos has authorized the
release of the Spanish civil prisoners,
and will shortly lilierate the mlilitary
prisoners. Beecretary Alger sald he had

grinder,” In the event of ultimate suc- |

. mo official Information to confirm the home paper and The Cosmopolitan Magazive
statement to that effect. General Otis :
has been cabled for accurate informa- i \! r_n. r'
‘tion yespecting the number of these hl‘ee U 'BiﬂE{ pE lpnf' 'a.';;}"' EF"}_L' J
: *m)_wm:ng&hmmm . Uity UL 1L 1M L.-!alj’. .
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Any Gitl CanTell [ o
A physician who makes the 45 iisttes
test and is honest abeut it can 2 the
tell you that, in many cases, the great
number of red corpuscles in the de In
blood is doubled after a course urns,
of treatment with Dr Williams' Dﬂ';'
Pink Pills for Pale People. Bl
That this means good blood e
may not be entively clear from
the doctor’s statement, but any octor
girl who has tried the pills can tell t the
you that it means red lips, bright h'.‘:f
eyes, good appetite, absence of B ko
headatche, and that it trans- ptais
forms the pale and sallow girl J o
into a maiden who glows with " of.
the beauty which petfect health ™
alone can give. :'
Mothers whose daughters whict
row debilitated as they pass
rom girlhood into womanhood con
should not neg‘iect the pill best P an
adapted for this particular 1l iphia
Frank B. Trout, of 10y Oriswold Ave, Detroit, Mich. says: “At the ;;,,.
age of fourteen we had to take our daughter from school on aceount of i1l -
benlth. She welghed only ¢ pounds, was pule and sallow and the doctors e
said she had mnemin. Fioally we gave her Dr. Williams' Pink Pills for 3 ap
Pale People. When she had taken two boxes she woas strouy cnough to eE iu
leave her bed, and in less than siz months was something like hemelfl Ii#
Today she is entirely cured, and is a big, stroug, healthy girl, weighing
130 pounds, and has never lud a sick day since.”" —Detrait Evening News, Yo
84
The genvine D Williams’ Pink Pills for Pale People are they
sold only in packades, the wrapper always besring ‘\I-“:..
the full name. At all druggists, o direct from the \ &
Oy Wiliams Medicing Co, Schenectady, NY 50 ‘ptr box. anc
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LA Hehis of an ovonin 2 syt around a well-lighted read.-
ing talle are oot halt anderstood.  An illustrated magazine e

with its wealth of illustrations, its stories of adventure and

love, its descriptions of travel which carry you to the remotest

ends of the carth, and its instructive articles for young and old—these

are the first requisites for your own enjoyment and the entertainment
and propereducation of vour children, ;

To secure for you the best and most interesting of the great illus-

trated magazines at the lowest possible price has beéen the aim of the

editor of this journal.  That we have succeeded we leave our readers
to judge. A special contract recently entered into with The Cosmo. '
politan, which seeks to become better known in this neighborhood, has

enabled us to offer you a year’s subseription to the greatest of the illus. .
tated magazines together with a year’s subscription to this journal, l

Bath TogetherOneVearforOnly§ 2,00

I this way vou secure your own home paper and an illustrated l
picezine ab a price that is only about a tourth of what some of the '
airated mavazines sell for,  For threée vears The Cosmopolitan has
teadspntedty cliimed that it reached the laggest clientele possessed by
RUL pudical, doly, weekly or monthly, in the world. It was The \
raittar wiich sent Julian Hawthorne to India to let the world
Croe e real horors of famine and plague, It was The Cosmopol-
stablished at its own cost a great Free Correspondence

peersity wiich now has over 20,000 students on its rolls. It was
The Cosmopolian which offered a prize of $3,000 for the best horse.
less carriave and prizes for best plans for public baths, and best arrange-
ment of sewer wid pipe systems for cities. It was The Cosmopolitan
which set the presidents of great schools and universities seriously
discussing che defects of existing educational systems, It is The
Cosmopolitan whose enterprise is always in the lead in advancing the
world’s civilization,

We have also succeeded in arrarging for two addinneal offer

" connection with this journal and The Cosmapolitan, .

After placingon your book -table the best of the illustrated magazines
in connection with your home paper, probably the most important
thing in a houschold—for every houschold, in fict—is the piy
keeping of accounts. The only thorough system of Selt-instiog
in Bookkeeping is the “Ellis.” It isnot only a complete st
but with it, neatly put up in a box, go sales-book, cazh-bool., o
ledger, bill-heads, statements, bank-book, bills pavable and 1
ceivable, checks, remitting book and every concewvable appil.
beginning and carrying on the business of the fam, the
manufactory or the store.  More people fail in business becos 1
Jo not keep their accounts straight than from any otlier Cus :
Farmers and mechanics, husbands and wives, students aod pioioe- :
sional men, young and old, rich and poor, all need some knowledc - of .
accounting, By the “Ellis System” this is easily acquired thiough -
home study. !
The cheapest price at which tliis is sold af retdil 15 5,75 (L upress
from Michigan unpaid), but The Cosmopolitan hus ju iy
thousands of sets so that it muay ofier them i taken 0 conciic

NI Theee Together for Only 3225

One olher opportunity we offer vou.
with metropolitan life, through the medium of a gro
Thrice-a-Week World of New York is the equivilern
is a marvellous fund of knowledge concerning (i
day. Each issue contains six to cight pages of cight ¢
over eight thousand columns of reading mattor 5 |
days this would have cost you probably as much s J000 & e
by itself. Now you can have it, if you wish, i conpeeuon with yo.
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