a0t 1t her ayew to my high sa-
-“‘ down she eager scans the
Tore than half 1 envy bim who has-

1008 3 each night, such welcoming to
meet.

cripple; life hath used him bardly,
R Jet hath gived to him & wondrous

e ehild, gold-halfed, white-robed and

"‘E.";,:"mmmumu-

this!
Y. Truth. ’
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HERE was a shrewd Yankee boy
porn up in Vermont about 50 years
and despite the fact that he was
red into this busy world without
sroverbial silver spoon in his mouth,
ve satisfled myself that his natal
was o lucky one. Nurses in that
tical seetion of the world are not
n to mummery or prophecy, and no
sttempted to forecast the horo-
s of the sturdy little youngster. He
od and squalled with astounding
r and displayed wonderful deter-
tlon to have things his own way,
his father had the same disposi-
and all disposed of the infant pro-
ties by saying thut he got them
a the old man direct. The boy had
sles, mumps, wind colie, scarlet
and all the other allments with
h our early existence s penalized,
they never impaired his constitu-
or his will,
school, where he waa enrolled as
Bluigh, the youngater was looked
as a little too “stirring™ to plesse
teacher and the directors. Indeed,
boy seemed dangerously near being
rrigible. He insisted on spelling
netically, He contended that there
no “doggone sense" in going
bugh 1-n-u-g<h when l-a-f would an-
the same purpose, and as long as
onored the little white school-
with his presence he persisted in
ing U-nip spell Europe. He chafed
r restradot, hod & restleas desire to
into a city, and vowed with all the
lence of u youth of 14 that
yould never stay up there among
mourtalns, where 1t took two hills
aise n bean and where a kernel of
b could nmever sprout and grow up
s you rolled a stone aside to give
jire o chance. Ross antl his father
s 0 much alike that any compro-
p arrangement was out of the ques-
,and the old gentlemean, remember-
kis own early inclination togo his
way, fell in with the trend of the
s napirationw, and wrote to the un-
for whom Ross had been named,
who kad become a wealthy man
alrs, requesting that he find the
an opening.
Jde was not Infatuated with hav-
A male member of his tribe to look
r, for all the men of the line with-
is knowledge hnad an assertive in-
ndence that declined to yield to
ation. But blood is n good denl
ker than water among men of that
position, and the boy was notified
eport at the first of the next month
duty. At the nppointed time Noss
on hand, find the bucolie trade-
k wng spattersd all over him, He
tall, raw-boned, angular, freckled,
such of his garments as had not
made by his thrifty mother were
work of a country tallor, who be-
el in doing all his cutting on
ight lines and in leaving plenty of
1 for a growing boy to fill out,
o8 looked very much out of place
hls uncle's resplendant parlor, and
W it before he bad seen his hat nnd
ternut overcont carried back to the
| rack after he had tossed them
b “the darpdest puffed up cheer I
see” His rough hands were a
's size, and his feet semed to have
ed on a highly successful rivalry
he matter of development, He did
know exactly what to do with
unruly members and could not
compare them with the white
ids and neatly-dreased feet of his
le, who came as soon ns the arrival
been duly announced,
D, Tord!"” exchimed the family's
t succenaful member inwardly, but
greeting was mccompanied by a
le that the boy liked, and he showed
best, fentures as he amiled back.
He's got our grit,” was the next
Mal comment of his uncle, for Ross
ered all questions intelligently, if
tlegantly, and never gave an out-
1 sign that he felt himself a little
lassed, He subdued his hands b
ng them Into Me capacious pock-
and tucked his feet under the
: keep them out of alght.
dinner he met the rest of the rela-
“hip, & stylish. sunt, three pretiy
tins who were old enough to stndy
opposite mex, no matter what the
“imen placed wt their diwposal, and
ndsome young mas, handeomely
N T AT e the
o but
' Fonlise fhaty g, but waa econ

med estined t
e e e ad oot Téom

oo by Py
| threw his natty constn bodily from e

as they

“}Not 16 yet,” replied
Tm » leetle big fur my age, bui I guess
mmd-nﬂ.h.-‘fhmhum
tell ms I'm the livin' of uncle aa
be was at my age, and "bout as
han'some mow as you see 'em.” This
was rather a bitter sweet dose for the
Iady and gave all the rest an excuse for
the laugh which they had been loyally

tosu

That night the uncle and aunt had
an executive session at which it was
fivally mgreed that Ross had too much
raw material to break into city ways
all at once, and the next morning he
received a direct proposition from the
unecle. “I am largely interested in the
expreas company,” ha said. “They
need a boy to help Lthe agent at a little
town up the rond. You will practically
be an office boy there as 1 will want
you to be for me In time. I know that
you have the right kind of stuff in you
and I'll keep the way open so long as
you show a disposition to make the
most of your opportunities and ad-
vance,"

This was not precisely what Rosa
hnd counted on, but he simply declared
himsel! ready for anything that would
give him an honest start, and accepted
the job. Inside of & month the direc-
tors had the boy under discussion at
oue of their meetings. “All he needs
Is taming,” laughed the president of
the company, who had bhimself made
hid own way In the world. *You
should have seen that speclal agent
when he came in and reported hia ex-
perience. He had a puff ball under
one eye and walked with a very per-
ceptible limp, He was i a towering
rage and insisted that young Blaigh be
dismissed by telegraph. T let himitell
his own story and then convinced him
that the express company had no right
to lose n boy of that stamp. He would
in time be fit for any place we had to
offer.”

“Just what did occur?” asked the
uncle, who could not help showing that
he was a little proud over the affair.

“The home agent was called away
for an hour on important business. He
told your nephew nofito admit anyone
inside the railing under any circum-
stances. You know how it is with a
special agent, He drops in at any
time without warning, just like a bank
examiner, IHe is getting so he can
grin a little now when he tells what
happened.

“'Open that gate, boy," were his first
worda,

“‘No admittance,” answered the boy,
as he pushed the snap down on the
spring lock.

“'Here, you impudent young rascal,
unlock that gate and do it quieck, or
you'll luse your job.

*'0, I reckon not. DBoy's don't lose
their jobs fur doin® what they's ordered
to do. ’

**'See here, you impudent little fool,
I'm here to audit those books and I
have no time to lose, I'm the special
ngent.'

**And I'm here to see that no one
teches them booksy and you kin quit
losing time by gettin® away from hetve.'

*'T'Il show you,' us he made a spring
tovaultthe gate.

“But as he was in the midst of the
flying leap the boy caught him with a
swing on the eye, used his head as o
batering ram and our special landed
in o heap outside of the brenstworks,
ns it were. Now he was mad enough
to tear the depot down, but as he atarted
to repeat the assault he faced n revol-
ver that the boy had grabbed from the
agent's drawer. ‘The little cuss would
have shot, sure,’ the speclal fumed in
telling 1t to me. ‘I could see it in his
eyes, and he had the impudence to tell
me that if I didn't stop swearing he'd
put me out of the depot.’

“I don't believe in punishing the boy
for obeying orders,” continued the
president, “even if he does make & mis-
take on the safe side,”

“Chip oft the old block,"” said the
uncle, as he rubbed his hands and set
up a chuckle that broke out at inter-
vals throogh the rest of the meeting.

It was only & IKtle later that Ross
wos brought to the attention of the
directory aguain. Once more he bad
been in temporary charge during the
absence of the agent, and an Italian
solssors grinder who had his mnchine
shipped from the clty attempted to
carry it off without paying charges.
He was o savage specimen of his class,
but the Green Moumtain boy had all
the courage of his ancestors and
tackled the fellow, The engngement
closed with the Italian on top of the ma-
chine, bleeding like a stuck beef from
» scalp wound inflicted by & stray coup-
ling pin in the hands of the agent's of-
fice boy. There wan a satisfactory set-
tlement before the man went mutter
Ing away with his machine.

By this thpe the boy was much talked
sbout and the idea of giving him a more
respounsible position was being agitated
when the ungle concluded that he want-
od Ross wjth him in some capacity. In
a brief talk Ross wns informed that he
had the proper stuff in him and that
be would not be left at the meroyof &
sonllesa corporation. He waa taken un-
der the uncle’'s wing and made office
boy In the bank of which the uncle waa

“] reckon

for he bad not been
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This time it was the aunt who ip-

were lalking about the investment of
millions they had enocugh to do without
being bothered by every fellow that
thought he wanted
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either check his pace or he would be
sent to flll the place that Ross had left
vacant on the farm. The motHer re-
sorted to her smelling bottle dnd fell
back on & woman's argument of tears,

In those days it was much more com-
mon than now to have a watchman
sleep In the bank, and after the chilly
reception accorded him the evening of
the day that he had trounced his cousin,
Ross applied for the position of guard
as well as office boy. He had a neat
little room, there was a good light by
which to pursue the studies to which
he had turned hix nttention in earnest,
he would not be interruptedand he had
s more manly feeling when he knew
that the safety of the bank might de-
pend on his watchfulness, On examin-
ing the armory provided for defensive
purpoaes, Roas found that it consisted
of two old horse pistols with rusty
metal and worm-eaten wood. If they
could be induoced to go off atall, the life
of the man who discharged them would
be in the gravest danger.

Toa brave and ambitious Yankee boy,
such an outfit was something to be
scorned, and he respectfully presented
the situntion to his uncle. If there was
no use in baving a watchman, it was
wasteful to hire one. If he was needed
he should at lesst be provided with
arms that would not be a constant
menace to his own life. The uncle
recognized this Vermont logie and
laughingly provided as fine a pair of
revolvers as was to be had in the mar-
ket. With a boy's delight loss took
them apart, olled them just ns though
they needed it, polished up the silver
trimmings that were already as bright
as they could be made, and incidentally
discoversd n chance for an occasionnl
improvement that was afterward sug-
gested to the manufacturers and well
paid for,

Inside of 60 days this sawe country
hoy, who was fast learning’the uceepted
forms of the world to which he had
been introduced, hud another of those
adventures, which sometimes boost an
aspiring person along the road to suc-
cess, It seemed to him that he had
just dropped asleep when he wus awnk-
ened by such a racket as tends to de-
moralize the steadiest nerves.  In the
brief traunsition state he had dreamed
of an earthquake, explosion aud vol-
canic eruption, at each of which he oc-
cupled a front seat and painfully real-
ized a hair-raising sense of personal
danger. ‘Then he caught the xmell of
burnt powder, saw & dim light through
the glass partition thut separated his
room from the main portion of the bank,
and realized that there wus something
very serious requiring his attention,

It was 4 supreme test for an untried
boy whose imogination is so lisble to
miake o cownrd of him. But he came
of fighting stock with lots of common
sense, and was gume for unything en-
countered in the line of duty. He real-
ized that the bank was being burglar-
ized and had no other thought than
that of defending the property left in
his care. “They have no idea that 1
am here,” was his flrst thought in con-
nection with the impending campaign,
and then he began to organize for a
surprise upon the enemy. His cher
ished *weapons were concealed under
the bed, and in a trice he had one of
them in elther hand. He did not wait
to muke a tollet, but slipped nolselessly
to the best vantage point. The outer
doors of the vault had been blewn from
their fastenings. Two men were work-
ing vigorously on the inner doors, while
a third stood by with a lanterp, appar
ently directing operations.

“Come on, boys,”" shouted Ross, ns
he knocked out & panel of glass with a
startling racket ang began pumphhg
lead from both revolvers. It was as
eftective ns a regimental charge. The
burglars thought of nething leas than
s policeraid and turned tail. One
went down with a bullet through his
shoulder. Another found i% impossible
to run with a thigh bone erippled, and
the third Janded in the waiting arms of
A policeman who was attrseted to the
spot by the fusiliade. The whole outfit
was bagged.

Ross was the hero of the hour, and
Lis uncle was so proud that he gave up
the next day to the reception of inter-
viewers who weni away with the de-
talled history of the office boy and all
his next of kin. Ttis eaxily understood
how such a boy would advance. Promo-
tion eame a8 a8 he wan fitted for
. : Confidence in

bounded. He did a great work in the
mg of ﬂ-dn:tlun. “flled out"
to proporiions of s handsome man,
an it was predicted he would, became &
social favorite of that rare type that
cannot bespoiled, iow bas one of the
;ﬂww.ﬁ all Grpster
ew and Js Icuyl

financlal concern ?n ma the ow: R.“:
that was ‘by the office boy fu &
partner .
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simply puta the value of the food
the pig against the value of the pork
produced, he shows that he bhas either
forgotten something or neglected some
important opportunities,

There are many things about any
farm and garden that a pig will maks
better use of than anytiing else. We
know that hens will eat mont of the
kitchen waste, and the weeds can be
turned into fertilizer in a compost heap,
but the plg will dispose of the weeds
much better and quicker and get enough
outof them to pay for hia trouble. Then
there Is always a lot of fine_rubbish
aboutthe premises not edible tld which
would go off in smoke if burned, that
is needed in the pig pen for an absorb-
ent, and will there be made Into a rich
fertilizer. There is no other animal
on the farm that Is so much neglected
as the pig and none that will pay better
for good care and enough of it.

Good care does not consist wholly
of warm pensand sufficient food, though
thess are too often lacking; it also in-
cludes a change of food, sunshine, water
to drink and something hesides muddy
filth to root in. While the most serfous
rnblam before our farmern Is supply-
ng and sustaining fertility. and while
they know that what they get from
the pig pen is among the most vnluable
that they bandle, they seem to think It
s the duty of the pig or the pen, or both,
to supply this materinl, and when the
supply Is small, east no reflections on
themselves. A man who cannot hring
his mind and his habits down to the
care of details enough to put his chip-
dirt, weeds, leaves and a supply of muck
or sods into the plg pen regularly and
often will not snceeed with ponltrr,
Tf he will do this he ean make the pig
pay so that the pork will be clear gain.
=Rural World,

CUTTING l.l; A HOG.

The Pletnre Shows Just How the
Work Shonld Be Done,

After the hog ha= been killed and
eleaned, cut down on each side of the
backbone with a sharp hatehet, then
with a fow euta with the knife at the
lower part loosen the leaf lard, pull it
upwand and take it out. Begin at the
breast bone snd with the nid of a knife

.3

HOW TO CUT UP A HOG,

take out the ribs. Ilun a knife down be-
tween the lean and fat meat of the back-
bone. By the uid of eplints spread the
hog to its fall width and allow it 1o
hang until it has thoroughly cooled.
The accompanying diagrum will show
just how the earcass is cut. If the ani-
mal is o very heavy one, eut the sidea
apart, then take off the shoulder, thea
the side meat and finally the ham. DBy
taking it down in pieces in this man-
ner, I can handle o heavy hog mysell
—H. Esterley. in Orange Judd Farme

Oh, the Pain of
Rheumatism!

Rhoumatism often causes the most is~
tense suffering. Many have for u{]om
vainly sought relief frem this disabling
dipease, and are to-day worse off than
ever. Rbeumatism js a blood disense,
and Swift’s Bpecific is theonly cure, be-
cause it is the only remedy which can
reach such deep-seated diseases.

A fow years ago 1 was tsken with Inflamms
tory. Bheumatiism, which became so Intense
that I wasjor weeks umable to walk. I tried
several praminent phiysl-
clans and sook their treat-
ment falthfully, but was
unable to ges the alighi-
egt rellel. In faet, mypeon.
ditlon weemed (o grow
wotrse, the disease sproad
over my entire body,and
from November to Mareh

o
how:
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Alsaka! Why mo!
Fot yOur share o'
(e groal fortunes
f0 be roalized rom the wonderful discoveries
alveady wade and t0 be made In this Kioa-
dike ~Alasks—Fidorador s
TON GOLD MELDS EXFLORATION COM-
PANY under 1 charscter Is autbiortged to pros-
Pect for and acqitire Minin  Claims and 1'roy
Ertien In the wonderful, 1 delds { Klondike
and Alasks. Immense fortunes ave already
Deéen reallzed and milllons more 11 be tade
here. WIIl you allow this gobden Opportinily
o pasa you by® A lew doliars Invested in
in this undertaking may be the foundation to
yourfortune. The rush to the Wobderiand Dee.
estitabes Immediate sction, The first in lhe
feld the first tn fortune. No soeh opportunity
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EXPLORATION COMPANY, Tacoina, Wash.
ington,
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ing the reliabiliiy of e ofcers:. Monly &
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Send your money by check, muntey order, CXpres
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to save pud lny nalde s sarplus® Thea be
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pins money <o hundreed dollars, Gty dolliars, twenty
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