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BUSINESS IS IMPROVING.

—_— -

Cheering Reports from Every Section
of the Country.

The Testimony of the
Behalf of

Press Is Unanimous in
This Fact.

Democratic, Republican, and Independent Pa.
pers Testify to Business Improvement.

- ————

Even the Calamity S8hriekers Are Compelled to Admit a
Better Condition.

Tha following statements, gathered
from recent Isanes of dolly and weekly
papers in all parts of the countey, nml
represent ing all politival partios, relate
10 the business condition n the Umnited

Biates, They will pepay o earetul ex.
aminntion, 1t will he seen thnt the
editors, who have thelr hand on the

public pulse theough thele army of ro
porters, tews gathierors il finanelsl
Rtudents, are dnaninons, lrrenpective
of politles, In the statement that busl.
ness bas bmproved and bs lniproving,

Falea Hetter than in 1802,

Very much more conclusive evidunes of
At dnereassl movement of merchandise
has hieon obialned for April by “Dun's
Reviow.” which hins scenred statements
from 207 Lusiness hotises representing sl
parts af the comntry onst of the Rocky
Mountains, and all Hnea of teade, cover
Ing their sales in April, 1807, 185 aml
IR Some liouses reporied actunl fig
ures and others only percentnges, ot the
grouplngs of Loth glve very mueli the
mamo resiits, Assiming these replies to
ha Indicative of the busioess of the coun
fry. the volume of sales last month wns
only about 10 per cont loxs than in Aptil,
1802, o yoar of more than uwsual pros
perlty, amd G per cont greater than in the
wame month of 150G, In estimnting the
valun of this statement the decline in
prives mugst | considersd, Binon 1892
Bauvorbeok's juidex figures show that the
decline Fas beon a little under 10 per
cent; “Bradsireet's" index figures, con-
fined fo thix country, make it nearly 14

# In captain Vines it hga, ]
J e DorfiE™:
l__ sy WL LIRS
At L oper cbut, woolens 30, wool

82, and cottans 21 per cent. If the vol-
nme of trausnctions has fallen off only

10 per cont, the aetual amonnt of mer-
chandigs Landlod must have heean gronter
that s =Journal  of Commerce
(Dhene b,

Twmproved Demand in the Weat,

A general survey of the business sitng-
tion for the past week  affords  goml
groumis for enconrngetment.  "Uho water
in leaving the Mississippl bottom lanis,
and it will be possible, afier nll, to mise
craps there,  Thete 15 an improved e
matid for goods wt most of the grent West
ern distribniting eontors, Inospite of the
nasedsonable cooltiosd  of the weather,
There is n letter enil for Tton and steel,
It production Is still shend of cousump-
tion.—Boston Journal (Repd.

Great Activity In Railway Bnilding,

Tf the dispos
their milosge

nn ndieation of nore

turn to prosperity, oad 10 the statements |

made by the Rallway Age, the generally
accepted authorits in regard to eaileond
matters, be at nll aceonrate, this desidern.
tam may already Ye distinetly  disveried
on the gomntrs’s |

The Aiw, in i o
niated form
elther mireads fn pirnewss of
vonstrneted during the
tornl representod

no,
vt issiia, gived intab
milenge

divnatenetlon,

wtatistios of few
or pxpoctiad The
year 1807, The
In this e

grimd

witglats o goniine boony in

ralleand bl e e oaniry.
The totnl thys given teaches the stnrting
figire of 155000 miiles of pew tinek as the |

probabile record for the
Memplis Schwltar (D

Preseit year.—

Good Crop Prospects and Good Prices.
The prospect is highly cuconragiig 1o

the Narthwest, U colirse, the crop is not |

yor mevostod, aod will e sabimet th tha
gunnl contingencies wliel sometines blnst
the hopes of the bostundman; bt the
foet remains that o ceop well stoeted, with
favaorable soll and elimatie conditions, nl-
mont Invariably turns out o well, The
Northweat this yeur faces the pleasing
probability of a good crop and good prices;
for It is hardly possilito that oven a phe-
nomenn! yieldl of sprivg wheat in this
koctian can fares prives dawn to the old
low plune, withavailulile supplivs so nenr
Iy exbiansted and the probability of n loss
than average crap i the rest aof the
world.~ Minneapalin Tritinue (Iep.).

Foarmers Feeling the Improvement,
In nll af the differont clnsses of indns-
try In tho United States, then, the parson
who hns the stickaodtiveness to hing
on ] a change for the better comes ia
sure to b the pne 1o first regnin hia lost
resonrees. This change has set {n and as
It develops the farmer who has not elosed
out Lt husiness will e the benpficiney
of the {fmprovement in the financial and
lndustrial condition.—Albany Journal,

Hetter Timen at Leant in Bight.

The roport mnde by B G, Dap & Col's
trade roview, showing an activity in e
gitimate husiness transactions during the
past month, Bittla whort of that during
April, 1802, the yoar of the largest busi
ness, emplasizes the cheorfulness of the
present business autlook and points to the
vonelosian that the good titoes which have
been  predicted  through many  weary
months of waiting are at least in sight.—
Memplis Scimitar (e,

———

Brightening on the Pacific Connst,

In apite of the occasional sneer of Pop
ecerntic philokophers that the dawn of
prosperity ia being strangely delayed, ft
eanuot ba denjed that the trade situation
Is brightening nnd that business is botter
than [n 18306, The exports of produce
from the United States thus far this year
show an increase of £144,000,000 gver the
same period in 1804, which s a guin
large cnough to satisfy the most exacting

f raalronids 1o extend |

grumbler, If we look below the surface
aud study the custom house exhibits we
will see that the balance of trade has been
in favor of the United Stalea for a year,
tnking this period as a whole. Under a
[ proper tariff we would not only enjoy the
| profite wrising from this largs balance,
[ but those derived from n greatly stimulat.
el internal commerce an well, This fact
% well nnderstood by Lusiness men, hence
their anxiety for the passage of u suitable
| tarilf bill.—San Francisco Call (Rep.),
| Hopeful Feellug Amoug Merchasts,
The feeling of optimisin is most notice-
able in domestic merchandiving. It v a
fact that the mctual sales in April by
feading houses In each lue of business in
the prineipal cltlen east of the Rocky
Mountuius avernged only about 10 per
cent lows than In April, 1802, the year of
the largest business in one country's his-
tory,  Weturns of failures for April show
| 0 decrease in number, amount and aver-
| wge of Habllities in almost every branch
of trade and in nearly nll branches of
{manufacture, The only clonds on the bus-
iness lhorigzon nre the dilatory national
Sonnte and the yarions Biate Legisla-
tures that persist in remaining In session
and which operate as a serious disturh-
anee to trade interests.—Chicago Times-
Herald (Ind.),

Lven Bryan's Organ Admits It,

Fvery Democratic newspaper in the
land ndmits that business is improving,
and rejolces that it 1s so. Only organs
that support Republican administrations
rijoice ;hhnn Amgrican business llh’wto;;
{rate. in ll#. 1 is backed up |
e e BlLe b o lot ¢ seare
the editorial pages of [ts Republlean con.
temporaries, beginning about Jan, 1, 1863,
and ending promptly on Nov. 4, 1804.—
Omalia World-Ierald (Bryan Dem.).

Merchants Huying Goods,

Tl Trilmne, in ite last wesk's businesas
artlele, gave a hint of the fmproved com-
U merein! conditlons by quoting from a New

York paper n sintement to the sffect that

the city was filled with buyers from all
Liver the country.  The summary of Dun's
repurts indientes thnt the buyers weras not
thare tnerely to see (he sights, but that
they aciually bought, which is a goml
proof that they had gavged the buying
ability of their reapective constituencles
(andd Swhrd satisfied that they wers fairky
prosperons,  Biach facts as thess speak
londer than thie most slaborate thisoriring
on the part of calamity howlers.—Minne-
apolis Tribuune (Rep.).

—

"“Beyond All Question.”

Beyond all question, geueral husiness in
improving, We have this week more de-
clded indications of the progress made,
Yet it Is true that one can ensily draw
toa biroad a conclusion from the more
| manifest evidences. Buyars, for instance,
| are ween to have ineraased In number in
| ull ur markets, but their purchanes still
| show gront conservatism, supplying only

mmmedinte wants.  Current production in
| the dry goods trade is balleved to be fully
I nlvsartdl now, bt the ald acenmulations
v not heen drawn down muel yot.
| Prolbly the best trade outlook, and by

{ twr the most promising conditions, prevail
n the dron industey, Prices of steal amnil
tram Inoall theie forms are now so low
ot they coull hardly be sxpected to go
| pwer, while the demand for export of
s, Bitlots and pig lislps the home mar-
kete The Iron Age says that the hape-
ful fesling in the fron trade {e spreading,
ated in those depariments which are close
Pt the raw materinl moderate advances
Lien lioting rocorded. 1t adds that the total
tonnagn placed thus far must be henvy
| when it is considared “thnt very large or-
ders wera booked during the haleyon
days of the billet pool, nnd that now this
[ ias Been swolled by the volume of busi-
| ness done i track material.”—Financial
il,'hruln-rln (Ind.).

| The Bonth Responds with Good Cheer,

The Chronlele's statements bear out
the facts presented to our readers yes-
terday in an Interview in our loeal de
partment with Mre. W, L. Douglas, man-
ager of Dun's ageney In Macon, “The re
turn of prosperity,” ho says, “is visible
on n'l sides. Wholesale dealers in nenrly
nll lines are all reporting an incrense of
husiness over Inst year, * * e ,y
honses dealing direct with the farmer will
tell you that collections were better lngt
fall than for a long time prior to that.
Right here In Macon business appenrs
more substantinl and in healthier condi-
tion than could seriously have been ex-
pected some months ago,"

Tn view of the deliberate and dstermin-
ed efforts being made to disceurage the
people; and worse, to involve the country
in war with more than one foreign pow-
or, thess reports, from the highest an-
thorities, are excerdingly hapeful and en-
cournging. — Macon  (Gn.) Telegraph
(Den,).

The East Feela It, Ton,

In spite of the disturbing effecta of the
Tiheont decision in the Tfllll‘.\“llollri
Traflic Associntion case, there are many
cneournging features In the business ait-
uation. Business fallures are steadily
decrenaing in number, while the adrices
of the mercantile agencies disclose a no-
table increase in the number of industrial
plants now in active operation. Over
100,000 mora men, according to the Penn.
syivania Iabor bureau, are at work In
that State to-day than there were alx
months ago, and a corresponding improve
ment in the demand for labor has un-
doubtedly taken place In New England

mann 1nities.—
New York Commercial Advertiser (Rep.).

Returg of “McKinley Times."

The week just closed witnessed a steady
continmance of the favorable trade con-
ditlons which were noted last week. The
break in the steel rail poo! seems to bave
been the signal for a 1”"“ awakening
in all lines of productive activity. The
optimistic feellng In trade is not based on
mere rumors of promised resumptions of
business, but Is founded on actual book-
:}:l) of large orders.—Times-Herald

—_—

Railroad Building Bignificant.

During 1800 the tetal number of miles
of mew tracks lald by raliroads !n the
United States was but 1,802 miles, the
lowest figure kuown for twenty years,
The record for the year 1808 was practi-
cally the same, brlu'ln' to mind the situ-
ation in 1878, when the country was just
recovering from a great panic, and the
unprecedentedly low figure of 1,711 miles
of new track was the record, Afterward
cams a period of expavsion, culminating
in 1887 with the unprecedentedly high
figure of 12,081 mijea of new track con-
structed during that year, which was one
of great prosperity all over the country,
A prosperity which continned for several
successive years, And now comes the
Railway Age and predicts an immenso
increase in rallway guildins in 180T over
the banner year in the history of railway
construction In this country.—~Memphis
Beimitar (Dem.).
Prosperity Bltealing Upon the Country.

Is it possible that prosperity, has been
stealing upon the country unawares? For
many weeks pust the reports of the com-
mercial agencies, though at times hapeful,
hare been on the whole pervaded by a
lngubrious tone; but in their lnst week's
review Dun & Co. break into the follow-
ing joyous strain: “Nenrly all will be as-
tonished to jearn thnt actunl sales in
April by leading businesa houxes in the
principal cities east of the Rocky Moun-
taing average only about 10 per cent less
than in April, 1802, the year of the larg.
est husiness hitherto, and were G per cent
more than in the same month last year,”
This fact, the Review goes on to say, Is
especially encouraging in view of the
great fall of prices within the past five
years.—Memphis Tribune (Rep.).

More Work and More Wagen,

The daily announcements of the re-
sumption of operations nt mills and fac-
torivs tell the story of a steadily expand-
ing volume of trade. The movement is
progresaing and more workmen wers em-
ployed last week and the amount paid ont
In wages was larger than at apy time
since the election. Tt Is undeniable that
the situation is steadily improving and it
is satisfactory to note that the underlying
conditions :i ich y:::l.u lu.}uin thtl:u li:::
provement give of coni
Oae of the main canses of the protracted
prostration we have endured has heen
the low price of wheat. In no month of
1804 $d the Chicago price excesd 63
cenis and during most of the year it sold
uround 55 cents; In 1805 the price was a
little bettar and in 1808 a little better still,
but neverthelens wheat hna averaged fully
15 cents a buahel below tha average price
of the five years previous to 1804, Now,
however, we goem entering upon nn ern
of higher graln prices.—Philadelphia lo-
quirer (Rep.).

Visible on Kvery Hand.

Reviving prosperity ia on every hand.
To be surs It {8 not coming with a rush
and in the nature of thinga could not be.
But thers are reasons for believing that
the American people are gathering fresh
straugth and that confidence wo morely
trisd of inte yenrs., The many mills and
Industries of all kinds that have so wevere-
¥ feolt the shocka of incompetent tariffa
and voolferous demands for besmirching
the national honor, have taken fresh heart
since the memorable verdict of the people
of last November, There wera thosa wlo
in view of the campaign 1nlk had the idea
that after election business would boom at
anes and indusiries that had been keaping
honse with closed doors for long perioda
would at ones resume with full foree, This
could hardly be, but withdn a brief timae
after the electlon was over thera had
been sich a noticeabla rovival and an
many men had found employmept thnat
campaign pledges were fully kept in ev-
ery mause of the word, Business is gath-
ering strength with every passing week.
—Racine Journal,

—

More Tesatlmony from the Bouth,

Angusta poople have very Hitle renson
fo complain of a lnek of prosperity just
at this Juncture, The advance ngent has
suraly been hora and loft hils earl. Aw
we nnderatand prosperity, It Is when therw
s sufficient employment to keap every
body making n few dollurs in order that
they can purchase the good things of life,
In another month or go there should not
ha u workingman in the city ont of em-
ployment, providing, of course, that the
individnal does not belong to the “sons
of reat.” There ls a vast amount of work
on hand, which must benetit ull classes
and conditiona of people, When the la-
bhoring man has employment he gots
money to spond and that maney circuinios
through the differsnt channels of trade
nntil everybody has been lenefited in
some way or other. Treat the advance
agent hospitably that he may decide 10
lacate old General rosperity  in  this
neighborhood. — Augusta (i) News
{Dem.).

The Bilver Presn Admite I,

The Kansas City Rtar sara that the
“Bryanite newspapera perslst in reiter-
ating the statement that business ja not
Improving, and that Idleness (s [nerens-
ing." Perhaps the Star means Democratio
newspapers. If it does, it makes a mis-
atatement when It says that they are re.
{terating the statemant that business is
not improving, They know that business
Is Improving. It always does in the
spring. That is historic, When you hear
an administration organ whining about
the Demeeratic newspapera pulling back
in the shafts you are listening to a siren
song to distract your attention from cen-
ditions, Of conrse business is improving.
—Omaba World-Herald (Silver Dem.),

Reports Very Encouraglng,

Reports of the commercial situation
made up to the close of last week ars
very encouraging. *No genuine or lanting
improvement,” says “Dun's Review,"
could coma otherwise than slowly and
step by step, after such & depression as
the past four years have witnessed, and
the most hopeful feature of the situation
Is that the galn is so nearly devoid of ele-
ments which Involve unsoundness and
probable reaction.” These reports show
& large increase In sales of wool, an ad-

ftone of the commercial reports from near-
Iy every department of business Is reas-
There in need of patience, how-

ever, better times are coming, but by easy
marches. — Brooklyn  Standard-Union
(Hep.).

—_—

Bradetreet's Repertes Favorable,

In spite of the fact that the peodency
of & tarlff bill always unsettles trade and
manufacturing, the reports from the vari-
ous parts of lt- country are very encour-
nging. Advices from all wections, espe-
clally the Misslssippi valley and the East-
ern Btates, show mproved business condl-
tions. Raeports to Bradstreet's on May 1
state that in Beattle “trade s good and
shows an fmprovement over April of last
year{ in Ban Franclsco “the refail trade
ls reported ma fairly good;" In Nashville
“the local retail trade s somewhat Im-
proved;” in Augusta “the retall trade is
reported good;" [n Bt, Paul “irade con-
tinues good lu all lines In which the busy
season isnot over, and collections are also
good;" in Duluth, since the opening of
pavigation, there has been some improve
ment in general business;” in Milwaukee
“the amount of business transacted is re-
ported of fair proportions, with prospects
better and collections slightly easiery' in
Bt. Louis “genernl trade shows n slight
improvement, and eollections are good;”
in Louisville “a steady seasonable trade
is roported by jobbers In nearly all lines,
and eollections are fairly good;” In Chl-
cago “general trade situntion In jmproy-
ed slightly;” in Baltimora “the ontlook for
the fall is enconraging;” in Pitteburg
“there has been n steady Increase In the
volume of husiness;” in Providence, R. I,
“ootton manufacturers who recently re-
duced thair output have again started on
full time aud capacity.”

Routhorn Democratic Confidence.

Weak before lnst the Times-Union made
n comparison, for tha proceding week of
1807 and the corresponding week of 18040,
of the bank olearances of the ejghty-seven
principal commercial cities of the country,
and this comparison showed that the vol-
nme of bank clenrances of the Bouthern
cities had increased 4.9 per cont, while
that of the Northern cities had decressed
2.0 per cont.  Baturdsy's number of Dun'a
Raviow published the bank clearnnces of
the fourteen leading commerclal cities.
The bank clearances of the Southern
cities show a decreaso in volume of only
648,407, or less than 1 per cent, from
those of the prosparous year 1802, The
volume of bank elearances of the North-
ern cities, however, shows a loss of §2062,-
130,821, or more than 25 per cent, This
in the record of only onn week, and only
fourteen citics, It is but a straw, but
when all sirnws point in ove direction
they show mllil' Iy how the wind Is

hlowing.

the Bouth. If we may judge by bank
clearances, the Southern cities referred
to have practieally recovered from the
panie.—Florida Times-Union (Dewm.).

Industrisl Conditions Sound,

Tha New York Commercinl Advertiser,
In ite review of the markets, contends
that “the Industirlal conditions of the
country are sound,” for everywhera pro-
ductlon ls restrleted to an amount com-
mensuraie with the demands for consump.
tion, and with few exceptions stocks are
not being inerensed.  On the, coutrary,
In many coses consumption appears to be
galuing on productlon, Another favora-
Die sign Is the ahsence of nny groat trado
combinations, such, for lustanee, as thosoe
which untll recently honeyeombed the fron
and wteel trade from top 1o bottom, These
have gons, and trusts in other lines wust
gn out of business ander the Buprema
Court's deelsion In the Trans-Missouri
caso, leaving all markets frea and open,
The econsumer ts getting, and will eon-
tinne to get, the benefit of cheap iron are,
cheap transporiation and clhisap raw ma-
terinls of all kinda. Thesp chinnges placn
the manufacturer in & position to supply
n cheap product and still renlize a profit.
= Minneapolis Tribune (Rep.).

—

The "Heart of Georzia" Reaponds,

The figures which we herawith publish
aro of the greatest imporiance, as ahow-
ing the vastly improved condltions In the
heart of Georgin, Wo nre quito sure that
the mouthern belt of counties can mnke
quite ns gosd a showing, Mr. Donglnse
dovs “not care to pose as an optimist,
but,” he says, “fignros speak for them-
solvew, and the conditions surronnding
us cannot b denled snd should not Lo
misunderstood.”  Ho I8 free to confess
that we are not in the midst of & business
boom, noe do wo want anything of that
kimd, “but unless wll fndleations unider
my ohservation are mislending, wo are
onva more on a level with a wlow but
steady improvement,”  Nothing stands so
much in the way of businesa jnat now as
tho calamity howling press, and the war
ery of the Bennte.—~Macon (Ga,) Tele-
graph (Dem.),

Business Barometers All Favorable,

The return of prosperity in what rYery-
hody I« now looking for, and there are
few better indlcatlions of this return from
a local standpolut than the appearance
from day to day of the hotel registers. The
wholesale houses in the larger cities never
send ont thelr commercial travelers until
they are satisfied that the retail dealers
want goods, and in stringent times retnfl
merchants do not purchase mors gonds
than they are hopeful of selling. For ser-
ernl weekn past a member of The Leader
stalf who calls at each of the local hotels
daily has noticed a perceptible incrense
in the arrivals. Hotel registers, while a
goond criterlon In the matter of business
prosperity, are not the only indications. It
i{s noticeable that rallroad travel to Lex-
ington 1s dally increasing.—Lexington
(Ky.) Leader.

More Democratic Testimony,

The Washington Post (Dem.) certifies
to n marked business improvement al-
ready. It says: “It is an undeniable fact
that thero has been a great improvement
in business since the election,” and adds
that the people who expect complete re-
vival of business before the tariff rates
and schedules are seitled are “jusanely
optimistic,” Doubt as to tariff schedules,
it says, “Is nlways demoralizing to man-
ufacturers.” People who are complain-
ing that business does not revive as rap-
idly as expected since the Inauguration
of McKinley should remember that a
tariff bill cannot be framed and passed in
a day, or a month, and that nothing so un-
settlos the business of the country as
pending tariff leglslation, The pendency
of o measure affecting Imports and dutles
upon many thousands of articles, must
ltad manufacturers to delay wodnnum

dication showas well for

and dealers to delay their orders uatil the
sew ratesarekmows.
-— e -y
Cheering News ﬁ'“ﬁh-

Agriculture is re-
ng -  from the
community. The coatisuation
pricea for whest, .the unusual
foreign demand for corn and the activity

among farmers in to make an
earnest experiment in the uction of
sugar beets, comblne to the condi-

tion among that class of population un-
usually healthful and encouraging. “Dol-
lar wheat,” for which farmers had scarce-
Iy dared to hﬁm. was colncident with the
lncoming of McKinley, while the sxtraor-
dinary demand for thelr corn adda to their
general sncouragement.  Coupled with
this comes the cotipf~ ewd ir-snegt felt
in the r:mrimurn vs Allen’ E. Strde

In all parts of the fl| nored wnd the e

tion of our awn nt
that the farming pay the costs.

feollng the rﬂll' all

occupring its d Charles Rl
thoughts. sVous- -

< re-|were indicted,

e -

Good News from tL of m;hmou:“_"

Most of the shoe factories are now fair-
Iy well employed, and mangfeturers evl,
dently have confidenco that the lmprove-
ment In business Is to increase, as they
are buying supplies more freely. The
ricen of footwear show little change,
ut the advance asked |s more cheerfully
paid by the Jobbers. The sales of leather
sliow an Increase, and values are main-
talned,  The local manufacturers of mo-
roico roport an jncreased trade, and on
some grades the demand jn lively, Bhoe
shipments hold up well. The forwardings
from Hoaton the past woeek, nccording to
the footings of the Shoo and Leather Re-
porter, wera TD,0O8T cases, agninst 83,254
cases Jast week, and 05,127 cases for the
correspanding week last year, Bince Jan,
1, the shipmentsdave bees 500,820 cxses,”
agninst 702,790 |ast year; au increaso of
164,027 cases for the business of 1807.—
Lyvn (Mass.) ltem (Ind.),

The Capital City Feeln It,

A reading of The Btar's weekly review
of the real estate situation, printed to-
day, Indicates how wsteadily progressive
is the return of prosperity to this city,
There las been no suddeg nad uustable
“boom™ In values or In gnllﬂlnl opera-
tlonn and hence what has been accom-
plished has been with a greater guaran-
teo of permanence, The shiftings of cap-
itnl have all been Insplred, It would seem,
by a feoling of falth in the ultimate re-
covery of not only the city but the e
country from the d on that has besn
so marked for nearly foyr years. In cop-
firmation of this view of‘t uanfl_l alph

natlon it is to be noted that 1
clal u:encl.u:um*m‘:im

They tell the story. = The
show that the hdi.. Jop w

Good prices will follpw as a patural re-
sult, and millions o %lnfm‘mona; will
probably flow Into Oklitornla peekets lntes
on.  Ani ns prices for wheat bld falr to
keep up to a profitable plane it is safe 10
sy that the Californin farmgr will do
hetter this year than for some years back,
When the farmer prospers the rest of the
community flourishes; henes if presont ln-
dications are realized we ought to enjoy
increased morcantlle actlvity during the
roat ;nf the year.—Son Francisco Call
(Itep.),

-

Climbing Blowly but Perceptibly.

Tt is the old story of slowly climbing
a very sicep hill,  “Though steadily in-
oronsing,” says Dun's Review, “husiness
still iy mueh below its 3% ma In former
yours of prosperity.” L2 we weore
upon a4 pinnacle whent ‘re'voyed the

world nnd counted 1l ropart ns
tributary to our prospB® | Wa made
onn stupendons la!und--r,a lmost in-
stantly fell Into n slongh =] spondoncy

and adversity. It will take time and
tabor nnd favorable clreumstaoes to re.
galn our former position of supremacy.
But we are climbing upward, slowly, it
ia true, hut nevertheless perceptibly.—
Inter Oeenn,

The Workmen Ara Co-operating,

More men ars employed about Pittsburg
at prosent than haye hean the past yenr.
Deaplte the devert 'nen, owing
to the dissolivdard orn aned

Jobbers' uruull!’-{.‘_"{‘m F3# to bend
more earnest|yi the 8 Hu- Qoing it *
share 1o improThs gl "o n
the history of ‘r'." ‘
boon s reason mended [
industry havao hagens [
perity and gloom, scEducstors
fucturors are confide
prove,—~Iittsburg l_if.
: —and’ sl
mprovement B!
From the cmnmﬁruinu_se' T
State {s evidently working Into hetter
shape. This does not appear so much on
the surface as in the undercurrent, It
in too graduoal 1o be obsorved by thy gen-
ernl run of people, But that thers is a
renl improvement in the situation is ap-
parent 1o those whose business Interests
lead them closest to the center of trade
activity,—8an Francisco Call (Rep.),

—

Factories and Eallrojds Ruasy,

The naws which comes of|the ning
of factories in different party ofithe coun-
try is a certain sign of the approdch of
better times. It is evident that the num-
ber of wage earners is steadily fnerensing.
Sales of stocks are growing, and prices
are firmly maintained. At last there Is a
sign that railrond earnings, whicl ve
been down to low figures for -tll
twolve months, are on the upward tor
Globe-Democrat (Rep.),

A Bteady Improvemant.

Tha business situation am jwheiwn by
current reports in certainly 78| raging.
As an exchange remarks, tho 85| circum-
stances were against any decic 25| nprove-
ments in general busineas lna) 20 |ek, still
there was a noticeable continy 80 |3 of the
slow and steady growth thr .70|is been
characteriatic of buainess « .83 |0 the
November election.—S8crantord.75¢) Trib-
une (Rep.). =

Business Moves For
The evidences of improv, in trade
prospects are uudeniable, notwvithstand-

ing the popular uncertainty yipe St what
the markets will demand I}I _Lﬁl‘iﬂ
rates have been established, _ s export
trde last week showed an ' cease of
nearly half a million dollas® i that of

\

sad other u facturing commani

FACTS FOR FARMERS.

WHAT UNCLE SAM IS DOING IN
THEIR BEMALF,

Showings as ..-:J». Agricaltar-

fste Are Receiving and Payiag for
What They Ralse snd Comsume—
Impertations Flood the Country,

Crisp Washington Chat.

Bpeclal Washington correspondence:
HE last sum-
Tmn of Fioance apd
Commerce, layed by
the Treasury De-
partment, coutalps
statistics and figures
some of which will
prove of much inter-
est to farmers and
those connected
with farm pursuits.
It shows the imports
gy and exports of farm
products and the
amount of such com-
maodities that are bee
ing brought into the
country. Following
"are some of the
things shown in ite

pRges:

The March impartations of wool in 1807
were B8,085.830 pounds, ngninst 17,781,.-
547 pounds in March, 180, and against
only 8,488413 pounds in the last March

of the McKiuley law, The importations
of rags, nolls, ete., In March, 1807, was
8,400,461 pounds, against 1,604 pounds In
the last March of the MeKinler law,
These quantities of free wool und shoddy
now in stock bere are not particularly,
cheering to the growers of good American
wool, for it will be some months befors
they can be nbsorbed by the country and
n place made for the home product, The
number of eattle imported in March, 1807,
under the Wilson Inw was 06,860, whils
in March, 1804, noder the MeKinley law
the number Imported was 311, The num-
ber of pounds of hides imported in Mareh,
1807, In view of the prospective duty on
hides, was two and a half times as much
ns in March of the lust yenr of the Me-
Kinley law, amounting to nearly thres
willion dollars in valoe, The hay Import.
ed in March, 1803, 1806 and 1807, under
the Wilson law was over 70,000 tons,
avernging about three times as much ae
was Imported In the last March of the
MeKinley law, The world, according to
this official report, is being raked over to

d wool to brought to this country,

ore the new tariff law goes into effect.
1 he. importations of wool during March,
1807, came from Austria-Hungary, Bel

neas to be improving all over thp country, France, G ;
~Washington Stae (Ind). | Porvagat, Roumani Bapie  Bosmis

- .Iw e I . o4 :ﬁ ; 'h:' “ 1 M_ d '. LB

For the v , “has | Indies, tine, Brasil, Chill, Perv,
s "'""g"’"m"""'m""”' TIndies, Asiati nu:h?u';:itfyﬂuﬁlua

| 14 ' )

mromln. e T e Britlsh Australin, British Africa, Egypt.

will be .*This is o pretty (dFshowing.

Among other things this summary pre-
sunta a table of especinl interest to agri-
culturists, It abows the monthly average
prices of the principnl articles of merchan-
dise Imported and exported during the
past yonr. Extracts from the table nre
glven below, the exports representlog
thelr market value at the date of expor-
tation, while the imported articles repre-
sent their values [n foreign markets, This
Intter fact should bo born in mind con-
stantly in examining the comparative fig-
ures as the prices of imported articles ap
pear low, until it Is reuembered that the
values given relate to the prices in forelgn
mwarkets, and do not include the amonnts
added, for freight, tariff, handling and
denlers’ profits, before they reach the
consumer in this conntry,

Comparative Tables,

Table showing average values of com-
modities of farm export in April, 1806,
and fu March, 1807:
a\‘;rﬂ. 1804, dlxrll. 1897,

7 1.3

Whent ...ovvususane ,

Wheat flour, per bul. 83,60 8411
Hopa ...oovoivive 06 vonts 10.8 cents
ickled pork, per b, 0.8 cents 0.4 cents
(heese, per by, .,..0.2 conts 100 cants
Loaf tobaoco. ..o, T.4 conta 7.9 cents

Table showing average prices in for-
eign markets of commodities which farm-
era consume, io April, 1806, and March,
1807

April, 1806, Aprl), 180T,

Cents, Cents,
%’nm-o .............. 148 11.9
‘otton eloth, per yd, 0.1 Ho
Plekled hwrrings, b, 8.0 23
Mackerel, per Ib.....7.2 B
Yoel BUEAT « -occvviis 2 1.7

D4
Yirews goods, per yd 80,7 7.5
It will be seen from the above that the
solling price of practeally everything
which the farmer has Liad to put upon the
market hins ioereased during the year and
that the buying price of things which he

communication from the United BStates
consul at Odessa, Itussin, to the effect
that large quantities of Russinn wool of
inferior quality are being shipped to this
country and the maunufucturers of the
eountry ars cantioned necordingly.

The proposed duty on the quantity of
rawhide which would be used in the man-
afucture of a pair of shoos is estimated at
about O cents, Ouly abont one-fifth, how-
ever, of the hides nsed (n this country ara
jmported, so that the incrensed cost of a
puir of shoes by reason of the duty wonld
probably not be more than one or two
conts, ‘The average mnan probably uses
about three pairs of shoes per year. Does
anybody particularly object to paying
from three to six cents toward the sup-
port of the Government in its present
extremity, especially in view of the great
advantage accruing to the farmer?

One Reanon (Gold Is Exported. |

It is but reasonable, with the importa-
tions of foreigu goods increasing so egor-
moualy in anticipation of the repeal of
the Wilson low tariff rates and the en-
actment of a protective tariff, that gold
exports have increased.  The foreign
goods brought futo the country must ba
paid for in gold, and If such importations
{nerease from ten to twenty millions a
month, it goes without saying that gl'd
exports wmust increase someshat. .
eral other reasons, notably the desire for
accumulations of gold In Europe by rea.
son of war possibilities, show that there
is nothing alarming In the exports of that
metnl, snd no cause for the note of alarm
being sounded by the sliver advocates-
The quantity of gold money In 1878 was
$1,200,800,000, while in 1800 it was $3,-
608,700,000, being in 18068 5O per cent
greater than the gold and silver money
combined In 1873.

Secretary Wilson's latest move la ln

consnmes has decropsed,
% The State Department is In receipt of a

{ making = practical investigation to deter-

mine sections of the country moat adapt-
ed to the production of the best quality

the previous week.—Timeswad, dd (I84.),
.

lll

of beet sugar.
; GEORGE MELVILLE. 1



