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T2I BL00D.STAIN ON THE FLOOB!
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(Conolnded from lsst week.)
t them moving along the floor

and then the scratching of a match.

It gar promise of burning and men
went ont, and an Impatient voice ei- -

D n the mfttctr Glvsme anoth

er, Jinii ' oot
The Toioe aonnded familiar. Sure-

ly I bad heard it sloes 1 had oome

to Wlcklow. but where I onld not

bring to mind.
The next match did.ita daty, and

eommuoicaled its blaze o the can-

dle which one'of the men bold, and

a little while it waa binning clsarlv,

diffaainff ft bright light abont the
apartment It reealed the fscos of

the two men to me ana si i Rszeu
npon one f tbem I waa no longer

in doobt oa to where I bad henrd bis

voice before. It ws th the driver
of the eiprese wagoo who ba J taken

me from tte depot, and who

bad first given me the history of the
bonse In which we now stood It
waa be who bad addressed his com-

panion as Slim,' and now thoy .both
moved along to the spot which had

possessed Bach-- fasrinnlinn in my

oysa nnlil 1 had solted tho; mystery

flonocctod with it.
Jim held the cnndlfl abovo it rorv-in- g

it to and fro, but taking cure to
shade the blnze with his Land, so

that it might not shine ont too
brightly through the wiodows.

Dj yon koow whether any one
bas been hero to-da- y, .Sum ' ake(
the ooe who hnd net before rpokeu.

Ye, one snrej. t bat chnp I brought
over from the depot the other Jtj
was in here thin f jrmioon.'

1 gave astnrt of surprise. II jw

did be know thii T lltd my move-

ments boen watcbeil, and, if so, did
they know tbut I was oveii secreted
soma here abont the house

'He here I Tbeu be roast be a

detective as we tbonuht he was in

the first place said tho other, in
evident alarm.

'No, 1 don't tbitikjbe is,' returned
my driver., 'I've made all sorts of
Inquiries, and 1 lave found that ho
fit reallyanold'friend of Tom Jooes,'
and thttt pryiog Ii's nose into other
folks' affairs ain't io bis line; bat it

be makes it so, he bad bettor lot
bare oome loYioklow, tbaiV all. .

So I say,' replied the other; em

phaticallyi 'we've too good a thing
here to bo Llowed on if we can help

if
'You are righf, there, Jim; bnt let

ns go down. The rest of the boys
will be along soon.' ,

I held my brdath as the two viN
lians passed alon? to the cellar door
which 1 bad left standing open, and
descended the stairs, leaving the old
kitchen again in total daiknea.

What waa their errand below T 1

asked myself this question, and at
once resolved that 1 would find out
if possible. Noiselessly 1 gilded out
from the cloaet aud felt my way
along to the cellar-doo- r, where 1

paused and listened. A faint light
came np from below, and the bnmof
distant voices '

Silently I descended the stairs.
When I reaobed the bottom 1 found
myself in total darkness. The light
had diBsappeared, and tbe bum of
voices bad ceased.

What Lad become of tbem t It
seemed an though the earth bad
opened and swallowed tbem up

Suddenly I beard ft sound above
my bead others of tbe gang were
crossing tbe kitchen floor toward tbe
entranoe to tbe cellar, and in a rao
ment more they would be ooming
down npon y

I crept in beneath tbe
talrs, knocking over (be basin of

paint with one band, and dashing its
contents over my hands and faoe.
Once under tbe stairs there was
plenty of room, and I drew myself
np into as small ft compass as pos-

sible against tbe wall, and with my
hind npon my revolver waited for
what the next ruinates would bring
forth.

Tramp, tramp, about my bead,
sounded the footsteps, and by tbem
I was assured that three more bad
entered tbe cellar, and were groping
their way about In the darkness.
8uddenly ft voice exolaimod, impa-

tiently
Wby don't tbe boys show np tbe

light f I shi.ll break my neok over
something that may be lying abont
here.'

Give the signal and tbey will show
It t said another,

A short, sharp whistle ent tbe air
lile ft tsife, and It bad not disj
t--

ry tc'jre ft t :? b tlza vrsll,

iuaiXJimJ....t

which bad escaped my oolic on tuv

previous visit, wao lorown open mm
ft bright light flashed out, revealing

ft room of considerable dimensions
beyond, in wb'ch ' ' tablei and
benches .ranged about, Tbe light

,.Jfftr too brillftjnl tfMKfe.djom a
tallow candle, for it lighted np the
cellar without, revealing' tbi forma
of tbe three men distinctly; and had
they chanced to bate tnrne l their
i. i i - - . -unaui iuey mast unvo sueu mvv
crouching beneath tho stairs' Hal
as Inck wonld have it they did not,
bat passed at once into the farther
apartment, closing the door behind
tbem, leaving me in dark doss mora
profound than ever.

Tbrice was this repented, aod I
had seen ten men enter the secret
chamber Then came a long inter-
val, which oonvincud me at last, tint
they bad all arrived who wonld be
there that night. 1 renVcttid npon
what should be my next movn.

Td attempt to pry any farther in-

to thoir mystery Mint tiiht, I thought
would avail mo nothiug, an I it tnigllt
get me ioto di Moult iis. I had learn
ed enough already to f orever I iy tho
ghost io tbo haunted bout, ni I to
bring a pick of vil'i-ui- to jiitice
That tbey were a gug ol ti roin-er- s

or COUntoifeitelH, I hnd nol the
doubt, and I Mt it wonl I he my
duty to unearth them to the autbuti- -

ties.
1 ftlt cn-ii- r.'il.lo mtcrc-H- l io (bo

diccovei'ieH I imd mudo, aod 1 know
that 1 1 bo tho lion of Wich-lo- w

for tho next ecveu dny, at lemt
I'odplo would suy tt ono another:

'There rocn the iimn lv laid the
yhoet nod 1 Hboald nlea he au ohjvct
of iuttroht to Iho vuivig ladi'.-- s in tho
church tho next Sil'bi'h.' At thnt
moment 1 felt nijBulf qtiitu u hto;
bnt it snddonly occurred to mo that
1 should remember tho old ud igc
'not to crow nutil yon are out of the
woods' 1 had forgotten that

1 now camo buck to my itntnpdi tle
surrounding, and reflected oa what
1 should do next. Should 1 remain
tshero I was, and p;o t Ii.hu emerge
from their den and tnku their de
pnrture, or uhnnld 1 leavo at ouco,
and return to Toin'ri mother, wl.ilo
the coast was clear f

1 decided npou tbelrtter, and ta
about to crawl out from my hidings
place,' when-- board footetepg aiin
in tho kitcheu. More of thorn wero
coming, so 1 shrank back into my
corner to witness their decent.

The footsteps went a round the
room, and at laut cam) to lb) cellar
door, where tbey pvised for a mo-

ment, while a light, ai from a Inn-tor- n,

flashed down tho etuim. Then
the footsteps began slowly to des
cend. 1 counted them one by one
until thoy reached tho bottom, and
tbe new comer stood close to, bnt
with bis back toward me Iti oue
baud bo carried a common hntern
and as lie moved way from the foot
of the stairs, 1 thought thai hid fig-

ure looked very familiar.
He held the Iaototu up as bo wont

aroand, and from his motions 1 could
not bolp deciding tht-b- . witt- t-
stranger to tbe spot, and not a mem-

ber of tho gong boyoud tho wall.
At lust bis steps brought Liin close
to tbe doer, through which 1 bad
seen the members of the gang pass,
and at this instant bid faco was turn.,
ed by chance for a moment toward
me, and i plainly saw bis features.
It was my friend. Tom Jones

1 hardly checked mysdf in time
to prevent giving utteranco to an
exolamation of surprise at beboldiug
him, for 1 bad not supposed that be
bad returned. But here bo was in
fleHb, and-- 1 knew bis errand at once
llis mother bad told hitn wbero 1

bad gone, and be bad oome io search
of me.

1 was about te call oat to him io a
low tone, but beforo 1 could do so
he bad seen the door, and, evidently
with tbe intention of entering, be
plaood bis band npon the latch, and
finding it fastened be gave it a lio-le- nt

shako. It produced no result,
so be gave it another, and ' tbe next
moment it flew open revealing noth-

ing but a dark void boyoud.
Takiog a step forward, denpito tbe

low warning 1 gave him, be held b e
lantern oat, that its light might show
hi way, bnt la a moment more it
it was dashed from bis bands.and all
was in total darkness.

Yillians, unhand me,' 1 beard
Tom cry; (ben there was a straggle,
followed by blow and a heavy fall,
and then all was still.

Poor Tonil Had tbey taken bis
life, and I close by, without lifting a
Itad to rrevest it? I heard tbe

'4-il- MI
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reason is a bigot ; hotliat canrtt h a fool ;
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door shut to with a clung, and tbeo
all waa Mill,

W hat shonld I do Sbonld 1 fly
to bis ftpsintance, and with my aim
pie arm cow bat the whole gang and
try to save bis life? Or, sbonld 1

mnko (bo best of my way ont of, the
accursed spot, and rnn to the vil-

lage and givo tht alarm? For a

'uoincnt 1 was undecided. Either
way it seemed that Tom's lifo i ss at
htako.

At Inst I formed (be resolution In

go for help, aod was edging my way
out from bonealh the Main, when

tho door f the nectot apartment whs

thrown open, and (Iia biilliaot light
which 1 had aeon b fare flashed out.

Hastily 1 Ml back ngtinst the
wall, fearing that I pbonld be discov-
ered; and there I lay, holding my
bieath, while three or fonr of my

gin 3 went peeping nboat tbe eellnr
and through the bonse seeking for
any compaions which Tom might
have brought with bin). At lust
thoy were apparently satisfied that
became nlone, and rctnrnod to thoir
dou, having mo undiscovered.

Ko sooner was the door shut than,
having changed my r!nd as to tb
cornea of proem4".,, t emerged from
my biding placn, and crept noiseless
ly np stairs, across tbe kitchen, out
into tbe open air.

Here, io the thick shrubbery which

giewclosoto tbe bonse, 1 secreted
myself, and there remained motion-len- s,

ni.til I counted as mnuy Unvo

the housa ns 1 bud Been enter the
cellar Then, when I bad given
tbem a chance to pet well clear of

the premise-"- , I the bonse,
and hastened down to tho c.llir to
hear, if possible, tbe fate of Tom. 1

carried vith mo a rusty iron bar,
which 1 bid stumbled npon ontsidc,
with whioh I meant to break ia the
door, could 1 not open it iu any oth-

er way.
Feeling my woy to tbo door.wbicb

1 tried and found s.cnrely fattened,
I placed my ear to the crevice and
listened intently. At first I beard
nothing, and then a sound full upon
ujy ear which I was sure wus a
groan.

Tom,' I cried, through the crevice;
'you aro not dead, 1 bopof

Another gionn, and then a f.titl
voice said :

Hot qnite; can't yon get to me?'
My only answer was a blow ngainst

tho door with that bar, another ond
another I dealt npon it, till at hint
tho bolt waa broken, the door swung
hack, and rushed into the secret
chamber.

'Toig, bero are jon' I cried.
Here,' said a voice at my foct; and

reaching down, I encountered the
fuco of Tom, which, in another mo-

ment, I should have put my foot ou
'Thank Qod that yon are alivo,

Tom; but are you much bnrlT I cried
eosrebiog for bis band, that I might
give it a frieudly pressure.

'borne, I am afraid; my bend don't
feel just right yet. You must find
my band there. Tbe villains have
fattened them bohind me, and my
leys are bound, too '

'The rascals! but thoy shall softer
for this,' I said, as with my pocket
knife I set Tom free, and' then help
ed him on bis feet, where, for a ruin
ute be was unable to stand alone, bis
bead was to dizzy.

Lead me out of this room; tbe air
is stifling. Get me oat benoath tbe
stabs and 1 shall foel better.

Lean on mo, end I will soon get
you tbere, Tom,' I replied ; and,

him, I led him ont
through tbo cellar, up over the stairs,
through tbe kitchen, and so bad bim
out where the cool air could bathe
bia brow and bring bim fairly (o
birnrolf again-I-

a little time be bad, in a meas-
ure, reooveied bis strength, and no
bad set out for borne.

Did yon recognize soy of them.
Tom f I said as we went along.

'Ko, not oue,' he replied. 'It wan
not light enough.'

Why did tbey bind you hand end
foot ? Do you remember what they
said ubout it 1'

Yes, plainly. They tried to make
me take a horrid oath that J would
never reveal what I bad discovered
of their biding place, but I refused
to do it. Then they told me that 1

shonl 1 never leave tho ploou alive
notil I had taken the oath, aid that
tbey would starve me to it, or to
death. So tl ey bound me and Mi
me there till yon came,'

Then, in return, I told bim of
what I bud witnessed, and by (hat
time we were at bis mother's,

H was past midoigbt, , and (be
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good woman was fearfalljjilgbten
ed. TtJtn bad como bone Sooner than
be bad promised, otiu had gone At

onoe to the haunted ' b "use for mo.
Sbe had watched ai xioaaly for oai
return, and when, at lust, we did
presentjpnrselr jhej,M frighten
od more than ever. Tom' face and
cloths wore covered.' with blood,
which bad flowed from the woand
in bis bead, whili I'prer-eoto- d ai
eqnally gory sppearnneo on acoonnt
of the red p lint with which I wr
nlenlifnU tnnrink1nd. '
i - j 1

Leaving Tom io 'acquaint bU

mother with tho details of our ad-

ventures, I mado my way to the vill-

age, and foou had tho proper offloer

nlbit to their dntv t for I knew if wo

wHtited to make a haul we. mnat do
it before they would have a chance
to return to see their prisoner, Qii
etly we proceeded to tbe old house,
aud there found tbati which I bad
expected to Dud, namely, tools,
plates, and prot-se-s fof a I gong of
counterfeiters, and a large amount
of snnrions curiencvi which they
had all ready to send to their ngouts
in varum pails of the country.

It near morning' when we got
around npon my old friend, the
tliiver, aud Jt mutt bo confer-su-d

that we somewhat ilitrpiioed that
worthy when wo accommodated him
with a pair of bracelets. When ho
saw me, bo was coiivtneod that 1

mi.i in real ty n detective, and that
I already know all t eo ho mada a

clean breast of it and lorj licultd nil

ol hia companions, win reby wo were
enabled to secured tin whole gang,
and thns break up combination
which extiudjd over a laro area of

territory to which no clue bad be-

fore bieu obtained.
It was wbn T got back

to Tom'a tnotLor'rt, aid. found that
neither of them. had tien abudf so

anxious wero tboy to kiew how it all

turned out, and when I told my
story thoy wero of cos mind, tbnt I
had done a goodnight's work, which
conclusion 1 aleo coinakldd in.

I stayed in Wickh.w, until the
villains had (blr eiamination and
been can ied awry to jail, and I v.ni

all tho lion that I b id imagined I
should bo. Old ladies would Mop
to look nf mo in ' the street, and so
would tho bjys ; but tbo youug la-

dies, I must confess, though it hurts
my vanity to do so, only gave me n

louk, nnd then t bi t r eyes followed
s'iuih otln r In ttei .looking follow

who chanced to 1)4 goiiis; Ly.
I har froiu Tom qnito oftsu row.

Ho fas tho g!iost no longer wall.s
in the haunted and that tho
blood-Mai- n intaiuH its dark hue from
onolycar's end to another. When it

changes it ppr ti 'again I shall make
another trip to Wieklow.

Tho Eock Agent's Husband-

She came Into the snnotiiui pellln
li'ttt-- lili'M and patent tdlUliolders.
She wits pretty nud sweet, and some-

what talkative,
"My life It hard," fcho said, "but I

have it jolly lot of fun. When I was
.fan 1 1 tttupnLtit-U- m .Sulcutc

hotel. My huMmed in a traveling
man nud waa iu town at the same
lime. 1 happened to meet ft bitilc
ntreiit, who wan di teriulned I hIioiiIiI
go to work for him got mushed a
little, I think. Anyway he followed
me about until I got rather tired of it.
He wanted to call and see me at the
hotel, nnd I. let him oome !

"Now, my husband stands six feet
two nnd Is built like John L. Sullivan,
and when that little bible peddler got
into our room the sweet, sunny tmiile
died out of hia faee, and when my
husband took him on his knee and
told hint sweet little Mories about
i;ocd little children that had gone to
heaven mid had their pictures pre
served in Sunday school books, I
thought ho would die, My hunbaud
told him he was real glud to flud such
a nice fellow end wus so glad he liked
me, aud that when we got rich we
would adopt him but 1 must go. Nc,
I don't flirt ; but it la luiposible to
keep soma conceited popple from
making fools of themselves." and
(fathering up her auiupleauhe went
away.

Fifteen thousand ducks are naid
(o have beon uliot in a ttirjl day re
cently in tho Fupquchauna llild
William Pobsoii, of Havre de Grace,
on the openiug day eight yearn nr,
killed 512 and buret bia (uu before
be stopped Ha kept two muo busy
all day picking np f't-a-d duck lie
has tbe highest tingle record.

According to a lute report Minneso-

ta and Dakota, with a "population of
a million mid a, half of people, pro-- j-

duce one yi ti- - juoi whoat thftif
Grant Diltuti ntil freliiiid with a popA
ulntlon of thlrty-- J vo tntjIioiiH,

Ko that daro not is a slate.
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Teople have forgotten tho natnie
of (be orvic3 asked of aud obtuined
from their Boldiers. Let tbe leader
think for a moment what nacufiees
would be involved if be, now lead-

ing tbiam;azaue "fcmrrtat)!y by
his wietcr flresido, should feel it to

have become his duty to drop l i

business wholly j to eay goo 1 bye lc
wifo and children, knowing Ihpgrnv
riskb that be never wo ill seo them
again npou earth; to leave bis lens

uie and home comh.rta, do'n a pii-at- e

soldier's noifoim, pub, pit to
rigorous physical discipline, march
hy night and by day.. bo '.bonst lcf
ia rain and snow, often sleeping
without shelter under a pouring r I: v:

to live ou the c.iarsest faro nKvavn,

and frequently have an insnflic'ent
supply or mat ; to bo primed ns n

picket by day and i.igbt in peMilmi- -

tinl swampi end bottom lauds ;',to
riek the imminent piilof losing
health nnl nccepling tho tet'der
mercies of a field hospital ; to entei
upon campaign, sUii mih, baltlo
day after day to eo comrades drop
down one by ono ; to tnfco t'n
cbances of wounds by sh.ll nud L ill

let, of tortnie iu a piison pen, nnd
of death by nny T Uicfo iiiealffl-'-iinayin- o

all this, and then say wheth
er he would consider that bit coun
try bad redoomed a pledgo of 'oter
nal L'ratitudo as noon ui it 'had
paid him the princely hiiiii of tf 11)2 a

year fur thin aervices ! There ifl no
need of rhetoric. This jce-ihl- ex-p-

ier.co ia what hundroda of Ihooa.
anda of our bravo boya nctually en
dared. There ia not u dr h of nd-de- d

siMubrenesa to tho colorirg
Hero, then, ii preciuly the qucsliot)
that ia pleading for tcttlftuitit at
tho bniida of tho Ani'-Mea- p. ople
of tc-- d ty. rrom 'Shall Wo l't
Our Soldier, by Col. K. II. Uopee,
ia The American Magnzine.

ir&iWknm mm nuiy Jm

5obt3 on tho Eank cf Conso

Tbe way to bavo a good credit is
to keep out of dobl.

To bo in'eliipeiit U to bo lioni !t,
kind nnd good.

Yon havo na mnc'.i i iht to pnt
your hand into another man'H pocket
a M your r.oho into unolher man's bus-ines-

A kind word costs yuu liolbing,
and I ho re t in ii of it may como at a

.titno nhen you neeil it ruo-d- ,

i rust no maii'a nj'piaranco. The
roughest covcra the soundest
tree and tho thinnest ioo has tho
smoothest am face.

Ho who lonjja ufler good precepts
ia (iiicl;riied iu Lis iniainaiion and
strengthened iu his cxprci.. i n. Tho
vine which grows in tho sun ia the
fullest of aap and svveoiest of fruit.

A good untiled child is ll f t ticsn
of fitrei'.g'.!i bot.vci.'ti ita pirents mid

in.
The barei.l Htump is

when overrun by tho boceys'ieUii.
There ia no eiich th'iin na bi po-Ic-

lif-.- . The honl ctild no uioi(
exist without breath.

An Sutcrji'I-ii:- , Kolhclo llf'z
G- M. fSbindel chii nlwriy n ic

lied npon, not only to carry in .Mm !;

tlit b 'fit f overvlbiu, bnt topo.
core tho Afencv for nich in ticli-- u

hnvo well-liiiow- u rifiit, nnd uro pop-
ular v ilh tho people, llivlihy Mis.
tttiiiiritf tho reputation t;f l in, id
wys ciiterpiicinp, t.nd ever 1 1i;il.T-lliivint-

r

secured tlni .A' fm tho
ci luhriited Ir. Jul'r Xjw Discovery
for Consumption, .):) iH jl on u
potiitive puarantco. It will hiirily
euro lay nn l every i. (T r t i u of
Throuf, I.tuif-p- , nnd Chest, nnd to
show our confidence, o it.vjio you
to cull nud (;ut a 'J liul lioltlo iVeo.
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