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THRILLING STORY
OF HAIG RETREAT

Ilinois Officer Relates Experience
of Hun Attack on the
British,

TEN DIVISIONS AGAINST ONE

Despite Overwhelming Number of En-
emy, His Lossea Were Great—
Miraculous Escape From Bap-
tism of Shell Fire.

First Lientenant Toswell T, Poettlt,
M. O-R. C, of Ottawn, 1., In a letter
to his father, Dr. J. W. Pettit of the
Ottawa tuberculosls colony, and pub-
HUshed In the Chiengo Tribune, relates
the thrilling story of the great battle
in Plenrdy. The Americnn oflicer wns
in the thickest of the fighting for nine
days, during the retrent #f the British
Fifth army from before St. Quentin,
Lieutenant Pettit’s account of the bat-
tle thrills with the stress of the con-
Met, as it was written immedintely
after he had passed through the tre-
mendous experiences nnd before his
Impressions had been In iny way dulled

by time. His letter follows:

Lieutenant Pettit's Letter.
March 30,

Dear Futher: Now that the show Is
over for me for the time belng, nand I
have time to breathe and sleep nnd eat
and write, I'll try and tell you about
the battle. Before you recelve thie
you will have had the whole story from
the papers, but 1 know yon will he
interested In knowlng what 1 did in the
affalr,

Of course, the things 1 saw were but
an infinitesimal part of o glgantle
whole and it weuld be lmpossible for
me to give n correct description of the
battle, And ng I write this, 1 do it
with no kpowledge whatever of what
has heen going on even a few miles
from me.

1 have not seen o paper in elght dnys;
1 bave recelved no mall, and the only
Information we have recelved has been
by word of mouth, and most of what
we hear must be wild rumors. For ex-
ample: The French have advanced
20 miles at Verdun, the Ameri-
cans have taken Ostend, and ure on
thelr way to Zeebrugge, and n great
naval battle has been fought In the
North sen.

All 1 know 1s that on this part of the
front the Germans attncked us in over-
whelming numbers, In places ten divl-
slons to our one; that they suffered
terrible losses, but finally broke
through our lines of defense, one after
another, nnd fighting for the most part,
a rear guard actlon. we have retired
about 10 miles In n stralght line,

For a wook before the battle started
we had been expecting ft; we were
ready to move on 30 minutes’ noe
tiee, 1 hnd been out with combatant
as well a8 mediedl offleers on tours of
reconnnissance, definlte methods  of
evacuution of the wounded had been
worked out, and our plang of counter-
attack been made. After four or five
days of waitiog, the stormn  fOnally
broke,

The Bache apened up on us at & a, m,
March 21, with the henviest barroge 1
have ever heard, “Stand to" was
sounded, we turned out dressed, and
bhad all our equipment ‘packed In 30
minntes. Then we sat down and
walted for orders to move, The bar-
rage kept up continuously, sometimes
heavier and then of less intensity,
sometimes it seemed to be to the north
of us and then suddenly It switched to
the south,

Our balloons were up ag £oon as It
wns llght and the alrplanes were buz-
zing over our hends. The ground mist
gradually clenred nnd the Germnns
put o hall of shrnpnel on our camp
and we all took cover, but three men
were hit, Why It Is a fellow alwnys
feels sufer with & roof over his head,
even If he knows bullets and shrapnel
and pieces of shell will go through
honrds and corruguted Iron just like
paper.

Ordered to Move.

Our orders to move finally cnme and
we marched off to the brignde assem-
bly polnt several miles awny. This as-
sembly point was in a little bunch of
trees nbout the size of Allen park and
behind and separnted from a larger
wood In front. In the larger wood
there was a buttery of heavy artillery
and shells were dropplng In there two
or three to a minute, nuid It was heavy
stuff, too,

Sometlmes they overshot the hig
woold and shells were lnnding In the
spen around the little wood where my
brigade had Its pssembly point.  As
we approuched our little copre we
could make all this out from some dis
tance away nnd It wasn't o pleasant
sengatlon to feel that we were mireh
lag strilght Into it

All the battnllons arrived and in that
Hitle copse therd must have been ot
least two thonsand men,  What o
chinee If the Germans only knew ! Dt
the shells continmed to drop In front of
us und on elther side, but none landed
among s and after waiting there for
three hours. expecting to be bhlown to
bits any second, we fnally moved fors
ward, Just ar we left the copke, from
belilnd us. up ever u tnme n
gtreinm of gntloping horses

YTt the eavalry.,” someune shouted,
bt soonu 1 wade out Hmbers and field
guns,

They galloped past ug, golng like
mad, took up a pesition to our right,
swung lato posttion, unlhmbered, and

ridge,
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Tree Within a Tree.

One of the glant redwoods [k Men-
dotino county, Californin, s shown
that In spite of s eobined foes the
wind snd the forest fire. 1t hos made
up It mind to keep right on living In
the same spot where It hos stood for
doxens of yenrs,  Ining o terrible
storm on the tountidn the top of this
Blg tree was broken off, and inter the
teutik was pently desiroyed by o for
eat fire; yet enough yvimlily remained

the roots

in two minutes were blnzing nwny, It
wits o thrilllng sfght,
Torn by Shella,

In golng forwoard we went around
the end of the lurger wood ln front of
us, over ground that was torn to bitg
by the heavy shell fire that had Just
preceded, over nnother edge, nCross n
valley, and under the ecrest of a hill.
And here we found the tanks golng
over the top of the hill to take up
thelr position. At this polnt we were
still about n mile from the frout lne.

At this place I opened up an ald post
under the crest of the hill to take care
of what wounded eame In while we
were getting Into position.

Shrapne!l was bursting In the alr,
aliells were whizzing overhead, and our
guns behind me were belehing forth
the fire, The nolse was denfening.

A rollroad ran through the valley
and un engine pulling a couple of flat
cars wns golng by, A couple of sol-
dlers were sitting on the rear truck
swinging thelr feet. A shell burst on
the track and only missed the Inst car
nhout fifteen yards, Nelther man was
hit and the traln went blithely on.

By thig tlme It was getting nlong
townrd evening, the sun was sinking
In the west, and finally went down n
great ball of fire. At the time, | re-
member, 1 notleed 1ts color. It was
blood red and had a sinlster look, Was
it my Imngination, or might It have
heen a premonition? At any rate, 1
shall never forget the color of the sun
ns It set that nlght at the end of the
first day of probably one of the great-
et battles In history, It certainly
didn't look good to me.

The drumming of the guns contin-
ued, twillght grudually deepencd Into
night, the signalers stopped thelr wig-
wagging and took up their flash sig-
nnls, n fog dropped down on us and
put the lights out of business, and
when we left to go forward under the
cover of darkness they were bhusy put-
ting out thelr telephone llnes—signal-
ers nnd runners don’t have an easy
time,

Shell Dump Goes Up.

Behind us o shell lnnded in an Am-
munition dump and it went up with n
rour: then the rifle nmmunition started
golng off llke a great bunch of fire-
ernckers, and greut tongues of flume
1t up the sky.

It I8 reported that the Germans had
broken through our line and we were
to counter-atinck In the morning. We
got Into positions without a single
casualty, I opened an ald post In an
old dugout and settled down to sleep
until morning. You may think It fun-
ny that one could sleep under such
conditions, but 1 had been up since
5:80, had tramped about six or seven
miles, had had a rather trylng day
and was dog tired.

Just like some of the warm days we
get the last of March at home. In
golng forward It was necessary
for us to march seventy-filve yards In
front of three batteries of fleld guns.
There are six guns to o battery, They
shoot an elghteen-pound shell and
whille we¢ were there ench gun was
shootlng twice to the minute, You
enn imagine the racket when 1 tell
you that the dischurge of one gnn ean
he heard about four miles, In addi-
tion the Boche was trying to knock
ont thls battery and he was dropping
his six inch shells o Hitle too close for
comfort,

Nearly In a Trap.

Then I made a lovely mistake, 1
wne to establish an ald post near bat-
tallon headquarters and went blithely
on when I met a company commander
and asked him where to go,

“Back there nhout n quarter of a
mile” he replled, *“This Is the front
center company. If you keep on in
the direction you are going you are
golng up over that ridge nnd Fritz will
be walting for you with & machine
gun."

S0 my sergeant and orderly and
myself didn’t waste any time In clear-
ing. On the way back 1 found n gallon
enn full of water, got Into a corrugated
fron shelter and had a wnsh and a
shave, It certainly felt good. 1 don’t
belleve 1 had washed for thirty-six
hours. It was warm and bright. 1
could look out of my shelter and gee
our support lines digging themselves
in severnl hundred yards away, The
cannon fire ceased, the machine guns
gettled down to an oceasionnl fitful
burst and it was midday of a beaut!ful
spring day, :

A coupie of partridge flew over me.
What did they know or care about all
this nolse and racket and men getting
up in line and kiiling each other?

Along ahout three o'clock things he-
gan to liven up agaln. In the mean-
time headquarters had been establish-
el In a sunken road with banks about
fitteen feet high on elther side (later
this cut was half filled with dead).
My ald post was In a dugout near by
and gradually things got hotter and
hotter,

Our men hnd dug themselves In
and were popping away with their
rifles, The field bntteries behind us
were putting up & barrage, alrplanes
wore clreling overhead, both ours and
the Germans', The Germans put up a

counter-barrage, the mnaching guns
were poing like mad. 1 was stunding
with the colonel on n llttle rise of

pround above the sunken rond when
the Germangs broke through about a
mile to the north of us, They could
be plainty seen pouring over the ridge
In close formntion,

Tanks Get Into Actlon.

Then the tanks eame up, and you
ghonld bave seen them run! Just lke
rithibits ! The tanks retiredy the
Boches reformed and came at 0t
aenin. They tell me that at certaln
pluces our men withstood fifteen sae-
corsive attacks and thut the Germnns
went down Ip thougands, One Welsh-
mnn told me that his gin necounted
for 70 in three minutes during one
wWhHve,

Machine-gun bullets were nipping
around me, the shell fire was gotting

. i

hotter, and even though It was a won-
derful sight to watch I declded “dis-
eretlon was the better part of valor,"
or something lke that, und got down
In my dugout,

1 went back to the advanced dress-
Ing stutlon throogh the hottest shell
fire 1 ever experfenced. More than
once 1 went down on my face when a
shell burst and the pleces went whiz-
zing over my head, 1 spent the night
in o mined village where the advanced
dressing statlon was loeatéd, and al
night they shelled it to blazes, It was
remarkable how few  casunities we
had.

Abont eieven o'clock the morning of
the third doy a shell blew in the slde
of our post, but luckily no one wng
hurt, We stuck to It untll about four
In the afternoon, when we saw our
men retiving over a ridge In front of
us, keeping up a continuons machine
gun pnd rifle fire, and we beat It back
to another village and opened anoth-
er post,

The Begrimed Lord,

Abhout ten o'clock on the morning of
the fourth day Lord Thyme, my ool
onel when 1 was with the hattallon,
stumbled into the shack where 1 was
sitting. He looked lke a ghost. He
hnd lost his hnt, his face was covered
with a four days' beard, the swent
bind triced tracks In the dust from his
forchead to his chin, His sleeve was
torn niod Bloody and he had a gash In
his arm where he had been struck by
a plece of flylng shell case,

“My God, doe, are you here?" he
sald, "You got out just in time. The
battalion Is nll gone, The sunken road
Is filled wihth dead—mostly Huns,
damn 'em, The line broke on the
right; we were surrounded, and at
the Inst we were Nghting back and
back. Only thirty of us got away."

S0 we kpew the Boche had broken
throngh to our righit and our left, and
it wng a question of how long it would
bhe hefore we, too, were surrounded,
hut we wanted to stick It out as loug
ns we could.

But not more than an hour later &
medien]l officer rushed In from one of
the battalions and between gasps for
breath told ug the Germuns were on
the edge of the villnge, had shot him
through the sleeve with a machine
gun hulleg (luckily that was all), and
for us to beat It

Let me tell you we did. T threw
my knapsack and mnde the firet hun-
dred yards In nothing flsat and then
settled down to a walk becnuse I was
so out of brenth 1 couldn't run any
maore.

The Incessant seream and crash and
bang of the shells kept up and the
rat-tat-tat of the machine guns never
ceased. The villnge Immedintely be-
hind us was a seething mass of brick
dust, smoke, flame, and bursting
shells, We were told on our way
back that a stand was to be made
behind this village, so we clreled
around 1t and took up & position
about a half mile behlnd It at 2 cross-
roads,

Unfortunately for ns, a six inch bat-
tery enme into action about fifty yards
from us and, aslde from the hinrassing
effect of ‘the terrific nolse, batteries
ure plways unpleasant neighbors, as
they Invite shell fire. We sfopped
here until about 10 o'clock ot night,
when we were ordered to retire.

There no winy of getting out
the wounded that we had collected, so
the streteher bearers earried them on
thelr stretehers for six or seven miles.
In fuct, we all helped, and when we
arrived at our destinntion at 4 o'clock
In the morning of the fifth day we
were all In.

1 could hardly move, but after two
big bowls of hot ten nnd some hard
tack I turned In on the floor and slept
ke a log for four hours, when we
moved to another place and opened a
dressing stntion.

Hun Plane Crashes.

On the way a German alrplane eame
down and crnshed near the rond, hut
pelther the pllot nor obeerver were
burt, They were a couple of rather
neat looking Inds about 10 years old,

And 8o it went for three duys more,
open a dressing statlon, retire (some-
times on the run), long marches, very
lttle to eat except what we foraged
from abandoned camps and dumps,
dog tired, sleeping when and where we
could, aud finally the division wis re-
lHeved. We now saw our first civilluns,
and lagt night I slept In a bed, It
wasn't much of a bed, and the mattress
was full of humps, but to get my
hoots off my sore and aching feet, to
stretch out, and know 1 wouldn't be
routed out in fifteen minutes—well,
yvou couldn’t have bought that bed
from me for $100,

Did you ever read Robert W, Sery-
lee's deseription of the retreat from
Mons? Well, that's the way 1 felt:
Tramp, tramp, the grim road the road

from Mons to Wipera;

I've 'ammered out this ditty with me

brulsed and bleeding feet;

Tramp, tramp, the dim road—
Weo didn't 'ave no plpera—

All hollles that were ‘oller
drims we "ad to beatl.

The ninth day, sltting around the
fire In our mess after the best dinner
we had had In days, the commanding
officer handed me some papers and
snld, "Here 18 something that will in-
terest you, Pettit. 1 want to say we
shall be sorry to lose you."

And this Is what It wus: “Lient,
Rowsell T. Pettlt, M. R, €, Is relleved
from duty with the British army and
will rrocead 1o the A, E. F, where he
will report for duty.”

I leave for Paris In the morning.
This hins been o long tale, but the holf
of It hasn't been told. 1 hope T haven't
strung It out too much,

I have just been Informed that all
my kit had to be burned to prevent It
falllng Into the hands of the enemy.
I shall probably want you to send me
gome things from home, but will see
what 1 con get here first, Your son,

ROSWELL.
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the wide trunk, which serves ns o
protection pgalust the wind, The orig-
innl tree wos o wmagnificent specimoen
mare thon eleven feot In difimeter,
owerlng high In the air, and It youth-

ful suceessor should be of goodly sige |

when the old stump 18 rendy to foll
away,—George F, Panl In 8Bt. Nicholas,

Deserved a Happler Fate.

The remnrkable cureer of Sir Sam:
el Romilly. the British statesman,
came to n tragle end ninety-nine years

0. ke wus the first influentisl mun

in England to sttempt to bring about
the abolition of capltal punislenent.
When he enterod public life the Eng-
High  statutes  ponished  with  death
neprly 800 orlmes, rungiog from mur-
der and treason down o keeping com-
puny with gypsies, Rtomilly, who was
of French deseent, secured the repenl
of these codes, Romllly wns devoted
to his wife, and when she died, Octo-
bor 20, 1818, the philanthropist fell
into. o delivium of grief. Four doys
luter his prisf had so preyed on his
wind that he killed himself,
- o B z

3000000 MEN
FOR THIS YEAR

Baker Asks That Powers to
Raise Army Be Unlimited.

PROBLEM OF DRAFT BASIS

Administration BIll Giving Authority
To President, To Call Al
Men Needed, To Meet
Opposition,

Washington.—Blanket authority for
the President to increase the army Lo
whiatever slze may be dooessary (o
win the war was proposed to the Housd
Military Commitiee In executive ses
slon by Secretary Baker, Major-Gen
eral March, acting Chief of Staff, and
Provost Marshal Genernl Crowder. An
Administration measure amending the
selective draft act, to provide for the
grant of power, will be prepared [mme
distely and prompt action on it will be
asked.

Secretary Baker told the commitiee
it would be unwise to set any Hmit on
the number of men who could be called
to the colors, and that the granting
of complete digcretionary authority to
the President to Increase the size of
the army aé rapldly as transporiation
and equipment facilities may warrant
would have a great psychological ef-
fect on the enemy by showing how
thoroughly the nation s throwing all
Its resources into the confiict,

The Army Appropriation bill this
vear, Mr. Baker sald, should provide
for approximately 3,000,000 men, in-
cluding the nearly 2000000 now under
arms, but this should not he secepted
as any fixed Hmit to the number of
men to be enlled within the year, Sup-
plemental appropriations, he sald, will
be submitted as the army Is Increased,

Actlon on the Army Appropriation
bill had been deferred by the commit
tee pending the return of the War
Secretary from Europe, when It could
gecure from him Information ns to the
army's needs, bnsed upon the knowl-
edee he galned during his Inspection
of the American Expeditionary Forces
and his conferences with DBritish,
French and Itelisn ofMelals

Secretary Baker also outlined to the
committee the reasons why he op-
poses House amendments 1o the Sen-
ate ‘resolution to change the basis of
draft quota from state population to
the number of men In Class 1, under
which states would be glven eredit for
men who huve volunteered for service
In the army and navy, He sald such
eredita would be fair If the basis wns
to be state populations, but that
would not be fale the basis the
number of men in Class 1. because
then sgome states would to fur
nlsh no draft men, while others would
very high

they
with

Have

have 1o furnish #
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BEOND SLACKER FIRED.
Munition Workers First Threatened
Lynching.

Wheeling, W.
moulder at the plant of the Wheellng
Mould and Foundry Company, where
shrapnel shells are belng manufac-
tured for the United States Govern
ment, narrowly missed lvnching be-
canse of his refusal to buy a Liberty
Bond. Cooler heads prevalled, how:
ever, and the workmen notified the

A Scouting Expedition At the Home Barracks
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mansgement they would strike untess |

Knight wae discharged,
menl of the plant commended the
patriotie spirit of It emploves and
dischurged Knight. A rope had been
secured and preparations had been
made for the lynching.

The mannge-

KILLED WHEN PLANE FALLS,

Cadet Healy Loses Life And Corr.
panion Sustains Broken Ankle,

San  Diego, Cal—Flying Cadet
Nieholos Heanly was instantly killed
and Cadet O'Hanley sustained a

broken ankle as a result of an airplane |

accldent at La Jolla, near here, Ac
cording to reports from La Jolln the
alrplane fell in a spinning nose dive
from an altitude of about 500 feet
after the cadets had made a forced
landing for some unknown reason mnd
gturted up again, O'Hanley's home |4
in Garden City, L. L

UNCLE SAM TAKES BAKERIES,

St2ps In When Bakers Go On Strike
In Buffalo.

Buffalo, N. Y.—Uncle Sam went [nto

the baking business her

situation caused by a

10 mest a

girike of 200

biakers In twenty shops Although
wige demands hud been granted by
the master bakers, the strike was

called on the Issue of hours, the men
demandineg a roduction of =ixiy min-
utes o week and refusiue to arbitrate
the gquestion,

HELMET FACTORY DESTROYED.
Long lsland W»sr Mpterial Plant Is
Burnad,

New York.—The plant of the Meurer
Barrel Company, covering an
entire bloek at Hunters Polnt, L. L,
nnd engaged in the manufaeiure of
war materinl, mogtly stedl helmets,
for the Governmenl, was destroyed by

fire.

Steel

U-BOAT FERIL LESSENS,

Reduction Of Government Insurance
Coneidered.

The Treasury

to 2

Washinzton.-

13 enn-
sidering reducing from 3 i

reent,

the Covernment marine Ingur @ rile
on meamers and eargoes  passing
throdeh the war zone. TSls would be

proportionately the greatest decrense
mwade sinee organization of the Gov-
ernment marine Insurance system and
ropresenta the lessening dsovger from
submarines

e

Men to Start Moving to Camps
May 25.

BEYOND 860,000 THIS YEAR

Existing Cantonments To Be Enlarged
And More To Be Built—More
Divisions To Be Formed As

New Selects Flow

Washington Simultaneoulsy with
the mnnouncement that 233,000 men,
from 45 Stutes, had been called to Join
the colors In May, Secretary Baker
indieated the scope of the governs
ment's plins for increaging its fight-
ing strength, by stating that Congress
had been agked to appropriate ap-
proximately  $15.000,000,000 for the
Army for the next fisenl year

That amount Is exclusive of funds
provided In the fortificutions bill,
which not only covers coast defenses,
but, as a rule, provides the bulk of
heavy fleld ordnance,

Lagt year the army estimates ag-
gregated six billlon and six hundred
millions te pay for a force of 1,500,
000 men, which has already been ex.
ceeded,

The eall for a quarter of a million
men during May goes to nll States
except California, Oregon and Ne:
vada, which with the Distriet of Co
lumbian, ulrendy have supplied so large
i opart of thelr quotas that it was de
cided not to include them this time,
The movement in States will
begin May 25 and will be completed
In five days

This brings the total number of
men called for the month of May, In-
cluding speclal classes, approximate-
Iy 805, 000

The apportionment
States include:

Mmryland 2,889, to Camp Meade.

In.

most

among the

Delaware 460, to Camp Dix, N. J.

Pennsyivenin, 7,700 Camp Meade,
Md; 4000 Camp Lee, Va; 8,000
Cgmp Humphreys, Va.; 2,828 Camp

Greenleaf, 8. C

South Carolina, 1,900 Camp Jack-
son, 8, C.; 288 Cuamp Wadsworth,
8 C.

Tennessee, 4.130 Camp Plke, Ark.

Virginia, 6,130 Camp Lee, Va.

West Virginin, 4,797 Camp Lee, Va,

By this order the War Department
abandons {ts plan of aseembling men
In even monthly Increments of approx-
fmately U'nder the original
prozram it was intepded to call out
not to exceed 860,000 additionsl men
during 1418, The call for 150,000 in
April and 233,000 this month will
bring ou! In two months half the num-

10, 00

ber originally contemplated for the
veur. Officials made it clsar thnt
it [#+ now the purpose to mobillze

all the men for whom equipment and
tralning facilities ean be provided.

“Iwet us avold specific fignres" See-
retary Baker agaln eald. ey ime
ply limits, There I8 no limit. We
will call out enough men to make
victory certain. We will call them
ng rapidly as they cun be trained and
sent forwnard.”

NO WAR ON TURKEY.

| Becretary Lansing Tells Why [t 1s Not

| neither of

| Braddock, P

Necessary.
Reasons the

does not

Washington, - why
State Depurtment conslder
war declarations against Turkey and
Bulgorin necessary at this time
given the Senate Foreign
Committee in execiitlve
Secretary Lansing. He s understood
o have stated that the =oldlers of
Allies of Germany
have come Into netion against Amerd-
cans, and that American life is belng
protected in both countries

were
Relntions
sesalon by

these

MORE PEACE TALK,
Charles Of Austria Reported To Be
| Making Overtures To Italy.
| Btockholm.—The Catholle Interna-
tionul Press Agency announces, a dis-
pateh from Bas=el says, that Emperor
Charles of Austrin = mahing a fresh
peses offer, appealing to Italy to con
gider It In her own intereosts.

KILLED FIGHTING IN FRANCE.

Cumberland Boy Falls On
Field Of Picardy.

Cumberland, Md—James J, Larkin,
aged 24 years, formerly of this city,
wes futally wounded during one of the
battles on the plains of Pleardy, ac-
cosding to {nformatlon rescived from
the War Department, Shortly before
onlisting In the service Larkin waa
smployed 1n the gashier's department
of the WellsFargo Company, at

Former

g\
e L

trade discrimination after the war,

AMERIGANS N
GREAT BATILE

Heavy Attack Launched Against
U. S. Troops.

HURL THE ENEMY BACK

Huns Leave Many Dead—Losses On
American Side Also Reported
To Be Rather
Large.

France.—A heavy German altack
launched agninst the Americans in
the vicinity of Villers-Brotonneux wns
repulsed with heavy losses for the
fnemy, The German preliminary
bombardment Insted two hours, and
then the infantry roshed forward, only
to be driven back, leaving large num-
bers of dead on the ground in front
of the American lines,

The German bombardment opened
at b o'clock in the afternoon gnd wuas
directad especlally against the Amer.
lcans, who were supported on the
north and south by the French., The
fire wans intense, and at the ond of
two hours the German commander
gent forward three battallons of in-
fantry, There was hand-toshand fight-
ing all along the line, as a result of
which the enemy was thrust back,
his dead and wounded Iying on the
ground in all directions. Five prison-
ers remained in Ameriean hands.

The struggle, which lasted a con-
siderable time, was extremely violent
and the Amerieans displayved marked
bravery throughout. It was the first
occasion in which the Americans were
engaged in the big battle, which lhas
been raging since March 21, and their

Freneh comrades are full of praise for |
the manner in which they conduected |

themselves  under trying elreum-

gtances, especlally in view of the faot |

that they are flghting at one of the
most diflcult polnts on the battle
front

ROUMANIANS TO FIGHT AUSTRIA.

Captured By Italians, They Ask To
Change Flag.

Paris.—Eighteen thousand soldiers
of Roumanian ogigin, captured by the
Itallans while fighting under the Aus-
trian flag, have nsked permission to
go to the front against Austria. The
request has been granted, and orgun-
fzation of these troops Is under way.
With the entrance of this foree into
the fleld, three armles, composed of
former subjectz of the Central Em-
pires, will be fghting on the side of
the Allles,

THE COUNTRY AT LARGE

Flat refusal by J. J. Stanley, presi.
dent of the Cleveland Rallway Comn-
pany, to accept government mediation
of the controversy between car en
ployes and the company further com
plicated the street car situation.

A federnl mediator arrived in
Schenectady to attempt to settle dif-
ferences over wage demands, which
caused # walkout of more than 500
eranemen, employed by the CGeneral
Electrie Company.

Patrolman James Cucia, of New.
enstle, Pa, and Capt. A. L. Jenkins, of
the Youngstown police, were wounded,
the former probably fatally, while two
of thelr assallants, members of a
bandit gang, were killed during zun
battles In both citles.

The effect of war upon art and music
was the principal subject discussed ut
the session of the 14th biennial con-
vention of the Genernl Federation of
Wemen's Clubs,

Henry L. Haines, cashier of the
Farmers' Nationnl Bank, of Mullica
Hill, N. J., was arrested charged wilth
embezeling £19,000 from the bank.

Resolutions urging Federal logisla-
tlon designed to support the Intelll.
genee service and providing lor swift
Jugtice and adequate punishment for
sples and dangerous enemy nllens were
adopted by the Chdmber of Commerce
of the State of New York.

The extent to which nervous and
mental diseases have to be combatted
in the medienl department of the army
under war conditions was outlined in
n further instullment of the raview of
the work of the Rockefeller Founda-
tion.

Mayor Okear A. Brindley and Colonel
Damm, two expert avintors, were killed
it an alrplane accldent at the Lorraine
City Aviation Field, Ohlo.

Chalrman Torussig, of the Tarift Com-
migsion, In an address to the Colton
Manufscturers’ Assoclation, opposed

Ty & "

STEAMER RAMNEY
66 LIVES ARE L5

— —

City of Athens Sunk off Dej;
ware Coast.

33 PASSENGERS  MISSIy

Attempt Made To Lower Lifehy,
Abandoned Because Of Rapidiy
With Which Vessel Wag
&inking.

An Atlantle Port.—SIxty-slx peruy,
lost thelr lves when the sienmg,
City of Athens, bound from Netw vy
for Savannah, was rammed and gy
by a French crulser off the Delyw,
Const, The missing Include 10 g
and two women who were pasaeny
seven oul of 24 Unilted States mwrin
who were on board, 14 out ,
French sallors and 33 membery g
the erew. '

All the passengers and muny g
the crew wers in thelr berths whe
the bow of the warship plung«!
the side of the 2300:ton oonsty
vessel, Fire broke out almost (nm.
diately afterwards in hold No 1, by
It had no bearing on the fate of
ghip, for the flames were qul ;
quenched by the rush of water whig
poured in.

Capt. J. Forward, one of the veters

commanders in the service of
Ocean Steamshlp Coampany, owner
the vessel, did his best to aven g
panic and man the life bonts, &
quickly did the doomed ves=el wip
however, that there was no time
get the boats away, and many o
those who perished were trapped s
thelr berths.

Those of the passengers and crer
who were able to reach the deck y
of them thinly clad and many withy
e preservers, plunged Into the s

The erulser launched Hfebouts |»
mediately alter the crash and fume
Ita searchlights upon the wats
which men and women were sty
gling for thelr lives, Sixty.eight per
sons were picked up and brought bad
to this port by the warship, which wa
not geriously damaged.

THREE BILLS TO RAISE ARMY

Smith, Of Georgia, Would Have |t
Number 5,000,000,

Washington—Threa bills 1o s
orense America's manpower in the wa
were introduced In the SBenate S
ntor Poindexter, of Washington ol
fered one authorizing the Presidont o
eall 1,600,000 men under the Selectin
Draft law; Senator Reed, of Missou
oftered one to add 3,000,000 men !
the army, and Senator Smill
Georgla, Introduced & resolution e
poging to rafse the army to 5000

man,

Immediate action to Increase the
army, Senator Polndexter sald, i1
brief addressg, Is necessary,

VILLA SBLAYS ALL IN TOWN

Orders Band To Massacre When Girlh
Are Refused Him,

El Paso, Texas.—Thirty old mes

| women and children were killed bf

Villa's men at Santa Cruz de Rosale
40 miles southeast of Chihuahua Clit
last Friday, according to a repot
brought to the border by railroad men
Villa demanded that three young girs
be dellvered to him. When this wa
refused his men were ordered to Ul
evervone living in the little settls
ment, according to the report o2
Chibuahua Clty.

IBRITIBH AIRMEN BOMB TROOPS

Huns East Of Locre Offer GQood Tit
gets To Pilots.

London.— An officlal report @
aerla]l operations just lssued sant
“East of Locre the enemy's troops &
Monday offered good targets to o
pilots, who dropped 275 bombe
them and engaged them with machisf
gun fire. “Seven hostile machind
were brought down (n air Agating Ao
one was shot down by our Infant?
Two of our machines are missing

NO ADS FOR GERMAN PAPERS.

Mayor Smith Of Philadelphia Puts Up
City Bars.

Philadelphin.—Heads of all depat
ments of the elty government were i
rected by Muayor Smith to cease [If
nishing public advertisements to G¢
man language newspapers In Phils
delphin. The Mayor took this petion
In accordance with a resolution passed
by City Councils after the CIty S0
leitor had declared the resolution '@
be legnl.

BAGS HIS 4TH HUN PLANE

Lieutenant Meissner Brings Down A"
batross Scout.

American Army in  France—A
American aviator has brought do®
the fourth German airplane along '-’-:
American front, northwest of Tod
Lieutenant James A. Melssner, whe¥!
home 18 in Brooklyn, after a un'ili:'r:f
aerial battle at about 15,000 feet, s8¢
down an Albatross scout, which
in fiames.

THE WORLD WAR.

While the present halt in the by
possibly may Indieate the near 7
proach of the throwing into the iV
of the great reserve army whioh G2V
eral Foch hae gathered, that such ”
the intention of the supreme €%
mander of the Allled foroes has **
become apparent,

In the hilly region Just to the oot
of Locre the British also pushed
the enemy at several points, notablf
between Kemmel and La @lytie.




