%

fHE FULTON COUNTY NEWS McCONNELLSBURG, PA.

MASTERMAN EXPLAINS TO

THEORY REGARDING THE STRANGE RACE.

LIEUTENANT PAGET HIS

—
_—

—_—=

Nuval Lieutenant Donald

|-|mmmmmmaymmm?
VICTOR ROUSSEAU

A
COPYRIGHT BY W. 0. CHAFMAN

P b L TR LTV 41 gl

-l

CHAPTER |—Continued.

: —2—

Puget nodded, and resigned himself
to his friend's guldance,

“We'll bave a little dinper first,”
sald the captain. “We have an excel
lent chef here, and, between ourselyes,
I have enten nothing but ship's blscult
for the past three weeks, And after-
ward, when we have got our clgnrs
alight, I'll take you Into the curdroom, |
which 18 pever In use, and glve you my |
message o the world, It is embodied I
more fully in my munugeript, which 1
shall hand yousbefore you go. And |
now let us forget that melancholy ex-
hibitlon of human folly nnd fall to”

Pleased with his phrase, he led the
wiy Into the dining room, where he
did full justice to un excellent meal

After dinner the two 1t thelr ol |
gurs, and the captain led the way out
of the dining room across g smull hall
and Into the eardroom, a little, de
serted pluce, through the opposite
door of which they could see’ the
smoking room and hear the noisy crivs
of the members. .

Masterman closed 1t, and the sound
subsided to n distant rumble,

“The eardroom was bullt to be
sound-proof,” he explaloed. *It 1s,
except In the cnse of volces of un-
usunl timbre.” ?

“Quite s0,” sald Donnld,

The old sea ecdptaln hesitnted queer-
ly, tried the chalrs, and at last
ptretehed himself out In & comfortable
one before the fire, Inviting Donald
to be seated opposite him,

*You're my only hope now, my lad,"
he sald lo an even volce, “I've salled
on my last voyage, Donald. I'm golug

“I hope mnot, captuln,” answered |
Donnld,

“I'tn afrald there Isn't any doubt of |
it," answered Musterman, *“It's an |
old organie trouble, likely to carry me |
off at any time, and progressive o
charncter, Before I left for the Shet- |
lands, the doctor guve me n year.
That was ten months ago, nnd my |
experiences haven't lengthened the
respite.  You've followed deep-sey ex-
ploration, haven't you?"
¢ BA little,” answered Donnld. “we |
Amerieans seem to have taken the
lend since the days of the Challenger.”
. “Yes, Yankces have done good |
work,” said Masterman, “But I've got
them ull beaten now. Nobody ‘wlill
bother his head about the earller dis- |
coveries after the next few weeks.
You've heard about the known forms |
of deep-sea life, huven't you?"

Without walting for u reply, he he-
gan to spenk nbout the strange or-
ganlsms that had been dredged from
the ocean bottem, so that Donald saw
the whole pleture In  Masterman's
braln, He saw the eyeless fishes that
hiad abandoned the effort to see, and
fishes with eves ans lorge as dinner
plates, with which they ecaught the
gleams of phosphorescence that be-
tokened the pursuit of wundering sea

senvengers. There were fishes that
]; cnrrled thelr own lures in the form of
! luminous tentacles. |

In the nbysmal depths, In a realm
of perpetunl night, these orgunisms

{ perpaunted on Inferno of slauvghter,
{ preying upon each other, roving on
- thelr Insutiable quest for food, I
‘ Masterman  leaned  forward and
| apoke emphaticnlly, |
I - ¥

| When they are brought up-—up |
|

throngly three miles of water—they |
exphode mostly, Donald,” he sald, “If
they didn't—well, I've seen things that
would moake n stout man falot, my |
Tl

Paget ghuddered ns his mingd con-
edlved the pleture thut the old enp-
toln puinted. He saw the glunt moo-
sters of the abyss lurking among the
yellow, carnlvorous Mlies that bend
and sway In  lengue-long  gardens,
catching the plunkton, the ‘flonting or
drifting orgunic life of the sen, that
comes down ke finest, meal from
above, but always rendy for larger
prey.

“It's murder enthroped, Dounld,”
sald Masterman, ““There isn't love—
oot even maternnl love, Nor plty,

| —

to die.” “Now, lleutenant, suppose men had
. llluvulop«d that way In the depths of

) CHAPTER IL the sen. Suppose you had an ruce of
) e men who had discovered, not neces-
In the March Hares' Club. | sarily. turning themselves Inside out,

L obtnined his erect posture,

the human family.

Puget,
submarine, meets nt Washington an old friend and distinguished though
somewhar eccentrie selentist, Captaln Musterman.
returned from an exploring expedition, bringing with him n member of |
the strunge roce, the existence of whose specles, he nsserts, mennces

n

Just given command of

Masterman has Just

ald, who like most sallors, was n re-
liglous man,

“And then,” continued Masterman,
swhat does the record tell us? The
moving creatures that have Iife were
made, and the great sea mMonsters, Le-
vinthan and his kind, and the fowls
of the nlr. And afterwurd the earth
monsters, and creeping things, And
man not til the last, Now don't tell
me, lleutenant, that the muan who
wrote the story of the creation wosn't
an up-to-date sclentlst.

“Well, sir, ot last the day cume when
the waters had cooled, the clouds
opened, nnd the sun streamed through.
By that time the ocean wasn't 50
plesisant & ploce to live in a8 formerly,
especially ns the climutic zones were
appearing. No doubt there was a rush
to the equator on the part of the sur-
face monsters. But the ocean heds
were stlll wirm from the®hot rocks,
nnd the heat down there was good for
severnl thousand, or hundred thou-
sundl yenrs yet.

“do some of the sea crentures re-
muined In the depths, and others pre
ferred to bask on the rocks In the sun-
light. Then thelr gills began to b
replaced by lungs, or else they had
gllls ns well as lungs, or an interme-
dinte apparntus”

Common today, captain.  Certain
Hznrds develop elther lungs or gllls,
according to the medium o which
they live”

“Well, sir, ns I understand It, the
first orgnnlgms that came out on lnnd
were armor plated, like the crabs and
spiny fossil fishes. Thelr bones were
on the outside, to protect them ngalost
belng eaten, But after n while the
progressive ones turned themselves In-
glde out. Those that didn’t, remained
like the turtles and degenerated, The
rest found that It was easler to escupe
thelr enemles by using thelr bones us
props and developing speed.

Hke us, although they might have dune
$0, but other meuns go wvold belng
enten—say dnvisibiliey™

“Thee I can refute you," answered
Donald. *Man has developed from an
extinet ape, an ancestor of his cous-
ins, the four anthropoids, supposedly
n chimpunzeelike crenture with the
structure of n gibbon, from which he
Your sea
credtures wonld have hnd to go
through the lemur-ape forms.”

“But let us suppose a man who de-
viioped off the line” persiSted Mus-
termun, “A manlike organism with
welibed feet—something ke n mans
senl, How about mermen? Do you
believe there 1§ aoything Io  that
story?"

“I hardly think so, captain.”

“How about the old legends of the
Cyclopses?”

“A myth, Masterman,
Cyclops kept cattle and
land,"

“But they ate men, Neutenant. How-
ever, lot us cnll our men of the sen
imaginary. Grant that there might
be such ereatures, though. You'll nd-

Pesldes, the
lived upon

mit that, with Hfe so hard under the
ocenn, they'd have developed more |

| cupning alung certaln lines thun the

human raee, - And they wouldn't know
much about pity or love, or anything
except how to find their food."

1l geant that” answered Donnld,
“if we necept the hypothesis thut such |

| erentures exist” I |

“Good! Put n pin there, my lud
Now, a8 we were saying, after thou-
sands of yeurs the heat at the bottom
of the sen would disappenr by its dif-
hrough the oceans  every-
where, The depths would grow too
cold for them. It's bitter cold In the
witer at 81 to 32 degrees Fuhrenhelt, |
Wouldn't the time come when they,
too, would feel the hopulse to migrate
Into the suni"

“No. Mastermnn, Thelr breathing—"

“I kuow what you're going to say,
lNeutenant. You're golung to tell me

fusion 1

thut, even If they could breathe air, |

they couldn't live when the pressure
of those miles of oceun wns removed,
But supposc¢ npture has been busy
preparing for the change during thou-
sands of years, while she has been
modifying thelr gllis Into lungs, s
she worked on the brontosaurs, That's
how nuture works—quletly, softly, se-

l:-r--llpz till she's ready to launch her

thunderbolt,
“Suppose a second human swarm,

elther. Suppose our world were llke
that !"

He wis wutching Dooald keenly ans
he gpoke.

“We tuke llfe as we
tanant Paget answered,
hepved, life hus lis compensations,
whaeh make It worth the Hving."

Me was thioking of Ida Kennedy as
he spoke.

“But once our life was like that,"
persisted  Musterman,  “And  we've
isen nbove It, Don't tell we there
fsp't o God when we've done that,
just s the beautiful birds evolved out
of viclous reptiles, You know, of
k. Course, OUF OnCeStors were sen crea-
. tures. That's why the specifie grav-
ity of the human body Is about the
same as that of salt water, We were
mnde to live In the sea, We come
from fishes, You belleve thut?”

wyps, sclence tells us so”

“ood. Now you've studled at
school what I've only read in books,
but you know that there wus o time
when the seas were warm, steaming
paths, and the stenm formed clouds,
so that the sun had never been seen.,
Before the sun appeared, the world
was just diffused light and derkness,
There's an suswer to your Bible erit-
les who say Genesls Is all wrong, be-

cuuse It says light was made before

the
s

find it," Lieu-

5
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man's poosr cousing, I8 getting ready
to overrun the earth, and put down
man from his throne. Suppose the

| puny swarms of monkey-men, white,
[ yellow and bluck, that ernwl upon the
“But, thank |

fuee of the globe and lmoging them-
selves It owners, ure going to be ob-
Mternted, not from Mars or Yenus, but
out of the earth's own vitals!"
Captaln Mgsterman sat bolt upright
a8 he spoke; he looked like some old
prophet spelling out the doom of mni.
The Intense enrnestness in hls words
Fshook Paget's Incredulity for a mo-
ment, and left him sick with horror,
“guppose  that  clvllization, every-
thing which has gone to wake up the
e we know—fumily love, books,
monuments, parliaments, ships—all of
it 1s to be at the mercy of this mer-
clless horde, and that we are golng
to fight harder than we have fought
slnce the doys when we held our own
agninst the saber-tooth| Who'd think
oF care then whether he wns an Eng-
fishman or & Dutchman ; who'd trouble
whether his friends were white men,
negroes, Hottentots or Chinese, so
long a8 they were human? Wouldn't
that muke for the brotherhood of maun,
Donald? Wouldn't we set all our con-
viets free? Wouldn't kings shake
nands with anarchists and college pro-
fossors with coal heavers? Wouldn't
class and race vanish like dreams
when the night's over? And maybe

— J |

“But the lmpossibility, Masterman| i

Granting the Incredible supposition !
that these deep-sea orgunlsms exist,
nnd could live under a pressure enor- |
mously Incremnsed, and breathe—" l

“We're supposing that, llt’ll!('lll.lllt-"[
“How could they 'survive the strug-

gle for existence ln an unpatural ele-
ment 7" l

“Lisutenant, man hes existed since |

tertinry times, but he never learned |
to fly till 1908,
# balloon untll a hoodred and ﬁfly|
yoars I

He never went up In

Our Imaginations can't
realization of what this

REgo.

rise to the

generation has done, but our deseend- |

nnts will look on us a8 dewmligods, and
the Wright brothers will  become
myths, like that chap that Invented
cooklng, Prom—Prom—7"
“Prometheus,”
“Yes, sir.  Well, then, after living
for thousands of years at the bottom |

of five wiles of alr, an ocean of oxy-

gen and nitrogen, we've found out how
to got up on top of it. They are liv-
Ing at the bottom of an ocenn of oxy- |
gen and  hydrogen,  Suppose they
lenrned to fif, too!

“You ean see what they'd do,
of thelr scouts, who had gone on
nhead, wounld discover that the dry
land wis teeming with foold. Food in
such quantities as these hungry mon- |
sters had never drenmed about., Food
In solld chunks, Instead of dissolved
particles of plunkton, varled with an
occuslonal eannibal dinner. And light
by which to capture It—sunlight! No |
more hunting down thelr prey with
phosphorescent torches! ‘

YAt first they'd nibble the grass and |
leaves of the trees, But they'd find
that celluloge I8 pretty Indigestible
stuff. Then one of them would dls-'
cover o dend bird or rabbit, and an- |
othier that shieep and cattle make good |
cuting, and then—-"

Some |

‘'hen  man!™  muttered  Donald,
gripping the arms of his chalr. The |
madman's pleture had become drend-
fully real to hlm, |

“Other bodles wonld follow the
scouts, Donnld. They wouldn't be
quite ndupted to dey lund ot fiest,
They'd manke thelr wny along the

river beds, They'd swarm up the Hud-
son, the Rhine, the Severn, the Mis-
sissippl.  That's what we did, and
even toduy we haven't got very far
from the river hanks, Well, they'd
rest and recupernte, cating the tsh
they found, untll the supply became
exhausted. Then—" |

“Good Lord!" gasped Donnld, And
then the reaction came, Of course
Musterman was roving mad, the mad-
dest member of the March Hares' |
club, What a fool he had been to let
the old fellow's dismal prophecles get |
on his nerves!

He leaned forward and placed his
hand on Masterman's konee,

“DId you go to the navy office with
the fdea of telling that to the secre-
tury " he usked.

41 did, sir," answered Maosterman,

“Then, If I wuy say so without fiv-
ing offense, It I8 & merey that you

falled to secure an Interview with
him,” suld Dopald. “Why, Masteriuan
—pr—yon know how hard it Is to

convince anyone of the trath of any-
thing n little out of the ordinary.” He
wns fecling his wany earefully now, !
to avold hurting the old fellow.. *Why,
Muasterman, If you were to make such

a suggestlon ns that at the navy office, '

they'd shut you up us a—us not qulte
right,” he sald.

The inevitable villain of the
piece makes his appearance in
the next instaliment.

(TO BE CONTINUELL)

RIFLE STILL POTENT WEAPON
Military Authorities Recognize Value
of Infantryman Despite Changes
in Modern Warfare,

The Army and Navy Gazette of Lon-
don, commenting on the great value of
good ritle shooting In the present war,
says: “Happily the military anuthoritles
have not been misied by the results
achieved by the blg guns, the hombs,
and  the varlous missile-throwing
trench weapons into imagining that the
infuntry soldier has censed, or wns
likely to cease, to be primarily a rifle-
muan, and the good work which was Inl-
tlated before the war at Hythe and at
Bisley, and at regimental rifle meet-
Ings, hus been continued nond expunded
ut the many musketry schools which
have heen established behind the front
in France, where selected officers and
men of our farees have been tnught all
that was to be got out of the service
wen pﬂ 1.
In the necount we hear of the wonder-

the fighting around Bullecourt, remind.
_us during the retreat from Mons of

under the fire of our Infantry of the
old army."—Sclentifiec Americun,

Oh, Dearl

Aunt Elvira rushed Into the house,
hystericenl,

“I've lost my hearing!” she shouted.

“You have?” her frightened sister
shouted back ; “how do you know "

“Soe that man out there playing that
hand organ?
single note!" and Aunt Elvira wept
ufresh,

“That's n moving pleture photogra-
pher at work!" snapped her sister,

Like Dog in Manger.

“'Bout all de experlence some men
wits wif happlness,” sald Uncle Eben,
“lg tryin' to spoll It foh someborly
else."”

Optimistic Thought

s what 's worklng for, leu-
toaatr

v E Ny "

has never been young. .

4 I

The result has been shown |
| AH the seams are hem-stitched and a

making wmilllons of ration heaters for
ihe use of soldlers In the trenches nil
in the high Alps, where conl ennnot be
sent,
pers and paraffin, for which old eandle
ends are used.
of tons of old newspopers and milllons
of eandle ends in this country that
may be converted into fuel for the use
of men at the front, or In camps, or 1o
gave kindling at home,
tepching us economy, and this lesson,
onee learned, will not be altogether
forgotten.

ful rifle pactice made by our troops in |
Ing us of the storles that used to reach |

how German muss attecks withered up |

Well, I cun't hear n |

A woman who has never been pretty sud elbow,

that children do the work s success-
fully ns anyone and enjoy dolng it
The Ttalinn Nutlonal soclety glves the
following directions for making them:

sheets In all, and begin rolling at the
| long end.

until the papers are half rolled, then

fold baek the first three sheets townrd

the rolled part ol continue to wrap
| around the roll slmost to the first fold,
then fold back another three sheets
and continue to wrap around the roll | large bags and sent to the nenrest
agnin up to the last margin of the pa- ' Red Cross headquarters,
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What\Well Dress

The women of Italy nnd France are

They are made of old newspu-

There ure thousands

The wor Is

It Is 20 ensy to make ration heaters

“Spread out four newspapers, eight

Itoll ps tightly as possible,

per.
shoets, spread a lttle glue or paste
and contlnue the rolling, o as to moke
g compnet roll of paper alinost like n

torch,

On this margin, consisting of twe

If slx of the shects are not

turned under, there will be too muny
edges to glue,

While the newspupers may be cut

along the lne of the columns before

rolling

and  the individosl columns

rolled separntely, ns I8 done In the
making of the trench candle in France,
it I8 ensior to roll the whole newspaper
into n long roll and then cut It Into

ghort lengths,

A sharp carving knife,

n palr of pruning shears, or an old-
fushioned hay cutter will cut the rolls

| erslly,

These little rolls must then be

b. .led for four minutes in enough par-
uflin to cover them, then taken out
and cooled, when they are ready to be
put In bags and sent to the front."

These 18 nothing that soldiers In the

trenches will be more grateful for than

this menns of warining thelr food or |

building o fire, and nothing easler to

ke
being taught

Scehoolehildren nre
muke them, When

them,
to

for

they are finlshed they nre placed n

T

Some negligees contrive to be slme
ple and dignified, ns well ns pretty—
they have “a grace In belng gay."
Here 18 an example of a negligee that
Is ns easy and comfortnble as n k-
mono, presentable outside one's own
room nnd very ensy to muke for the
eapable woman who does her own
pewing, It hns an accordion plalted
gkirt of thin, lght-colored silk und o
prefty coat of crepe georgette or chif-
fon cloth.

The skirt is stealght and rather nar-
row and hongs from o very short un-
derbodiee, making a high walst Nne,
The skirt und bodice are set together
with n narrow beading, which Is pretty,
when erocheted of silk thread, like the
skirt In color, Blnck velvet bahy rib-
bon, run through two rows of the
heading, s tled In a rosette at the
front and has hanging ends. This
touch of black 1s effective on all the
light colors used for the gay and love-
Iy houge gowns.

The slipover cont 18 long nt the back
and has kimono sleeves., A vestee s
suggested by the short, polnted front.

hem, put in with this stitching, fur-
pishes o gimple decorative border for
every edge, This method of putting
together blouses, bodlces and negligea
coats simplifies matters for the home
dressmaker becuuse nll she necds do
s to baste In seams and hews and
turn the garment over to the profes-

Simple and Dignified Negligee.

stonni  hemstiteher, The accordion
plalting ls also done hy people who
have plaiting machines, but the home
dressmuker can manage slde-plalts for
herself. In elther case, the plaits are

lightly pressed out nround the bottom
of the skirt to make a lttle frill

ki

Sleeveless Sweater.

The sleeveless sweater s a great
success.  Everybody who has knltted
this type of sweater for the Red Cross,
according to gpeclfications, knows that
In one gulse It must fill a renl want
And then there are the purely frivo
lous sleeveless swenters of sllk and
wool, In gay colors, sometlmes bor
dered around the neck and armholes
and lower edge with a narrow band of
angorn, The sleeveless sweater s usu
ully of the slip-over style, that is pulled
on and off over the head.

Ostrich Plumes Coming Back.

Things begln to chirp up for the os
trich feather, for one cannot guinsay
the fuet that more and. more ostrich
s belng used on bats as the days go
by, The exclusive shops especially
have adopted It In all sorts of ways
Although much of the use Is notlced In
bandings, edges and tiny tips, still
Jhe full fashloned plumes are gradual
ly coming Into their own.

For White Hends,

Keep a lemon near your wash bow!
to use on your hands nfter washing
There s nothing equal to a lemon lo
keeping your hands white. To be sure
you must use the lemon with care and
not apply mwore than once or twice ¢

to bo very slightly dampened and * day,
.WWM\WWW

Novel Sleeve Treatment.

Perhaps you have n sleeveless
nightie—sleeveless nighties are quite
she thing now, you know—but you
would really like to have n bit more
coverlng over your arms, Well, here's
 suggestion that 1s every bit as fetche
Ing ae It 18 practical. To the lower
part of one urmhelo attach two pleces
of ribbon about one-fourth of a yard
In length nnd two or thres Inches in
width; seeure both ends In a flat how
to fall midway betw. o the shoulder
This ls o decldedly be-

coming way of relleving the unclothed
appearance of an utterly sleeveless
gown.

An Original Chemise.

Blue georgette over the palest of
flesh tints I8 developed Ioto a chemise
made surplice style. Bows of “candy*
ribbon, blue on one side, pink on the
other, Join the shoulder points and oe
cur agnin at the front. The bottom os
the garment |8 polnted and pleoted
with little balls, covered in blue geor
gotte, hanging from the poluts
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LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 18

NEHEMIAH'S PRAYER ANSWERED
LESSON TEXT-Neheminh 2:1-11
GOLDEN TEXT-Ask and it shall be

given untb you.—Matthew 7:7,

It was four months nfter Neheminh
learned of the desolation of Jerusalem
thut he hud the opportunity to make
known lis request to the king.
why he did nor test the king's attl
tude toward him and  hig  project
enrlier, we have no Information, Pem
haps there was no great functlon ot
which he was enlled upon to minister
In this Interval, or his turn of serv-
lee had not arclved, or hils dutles wers
50 exncting that no opportunity wns
nMorded for him to unbosom lis grief
to the king.

I. Nehemiah's Request to the King
(vv, 1-8), (1) Its ocension, v, 1. ASs
cupsbenrer he wos ministering before
the king. The cup-benrer was more
than a1 mere valet, He entered very
closely Into the life's Interests of the
king, so that the Inner lfe and spleit
of the eup-benrer wus known,
expected of such servants that they
manifest perfect happlness while In
the prerence of the king. To nppenre

| In his pregence otherwise wonld lkely

he to the displeasure of the King.
Nehemioh's sad  ecountenanece  while
thus serving nwnkened the king's sus-
plelon, The matter was serlous for
Neheminh was afrald under the elre-
cumstanees,

(2) The king's Inquiry, v, The
king percelved that Nehemioh's coun-
tennnee was snd, though he was not
slek, and he knew thnt something ex-
traordinary had combe into the life of
his cup-begaror,

(3) The effect upon Nehemlah, v,
His henret was filled with fear.
not know but what this lmpropriety

a

-

n

was 50 great ns to enuse his dismissal, |

His fear wag more than that of losing
his position: to he dismissed from be-
ing cup-bearer would wean the loss of
nn appertunity to present his request
to the King: and, without the King's
sanction and ald, his enterprise would
fall.

(4) Nehemlah's tnetful reply, ¥
He seeks conelllgte the king
expressing o deep Interest in the roynl
Hfe and person,

to hy

the enuse of his grief was the desoln-

tion of the elty where his fathers
wore burled, This note of patriotism
met n response In the king's heart,

enusing him to inquire as to his wish,

(5) The contents of Nehemiuh's re-
quest, vv, 58 (1) To he gent to Judnh
to build the walls of Jerusalem, vy,
6, 6. This request virtanlly meant to
bhe granted a lenve of absence from
the Persian eourt and to be appointed
military governor of that part of the
kingdom of Artaxerses, The king,
doubtless, saw that such o move wonld
be of partleular bhenefit to his king-
dom politieally, owing to the strategle
position of Jerusalem, hetween Baby-
lon and Egypt. In the case of the
breaking out of hostilitles between
these powers, to have n fortified ity
in Palestine would be of Immense Im-
portance. At the king's request, n
definite time wns set for this leave of
nbsenes, v, 6. e remained In Jerusa-
lem for twelve vears, A shide Hght on
the king's graclous attitude townrd
Nehemlah Is given In this:  “The
queen also sitting by him"” She Is
pot nhimed, but In all probability It
wae Esther. Her presence wounlil ein-
bolden Nehemioh to ask, and influ.
enee the king In granting the request,
She had Yeomae to the kingdom for
such n time a8 this" Esther 4:14.

(h) For letters to the governors he-
yond the river, v. 6. Doubtless the
path of hig Journey was o dungerons
one, and fhe travelers' safety depend-
ed upon having credentinls from the
king. These lettgrs were more than
mere eredentinls, They were orders
for actuplly conveying him and his
partg to Judah, Ezra, years before,
had deslsted from asking a band of
goldiers, but Neheminh was free to
ask such a favor, It was right [n both
ecnses, but not expedient In that of
Tzrn,  Many problems are clear, If
we distinguish between that which 1s
lnwful an@ that which Is expedient,

(¢) A letter of requisition for sup-
plies of timber, v. 8, This timber was
needed, first for the palnes or eastle,
that 18, for the fortress near the tem-
ple; second, for the walls nnd gntes
of the elty; and third, for the king's
officin] residence.

I, Nehemiah's Request Granted, v.
8, Nehemiah was a tnetful diplomat,
He egercised sonnd sense and pro-
dence In all things, but he supremely
depended upon God and prayed for
God's dlsposal of the king's heart ns
he made his request known, v, 4. The
king granted his request “according
to the good hand of my God upon
me! v, 8 He aseribes the snecess of
ne undertuking to God,  We should
tearn In nll things to give to God the
eredit for our success,

111, Nehemiah's Journey to Jerusa.
tem, vv. 911. He Journeyed from
Shusghan to Jerusalem under the pro-
tection of o military escort. This was
of double value: protection and safety,
When it wns known that Neheminh
wans undertaking this work with the
consent of the king, Sanballat and
Toblah were greatly grieved, It al
winys Is n grief to the enemy when
that which will further the Intercst
of God and his people is belng made
to succeed. When he reached Jerusn-
Jem, he did not at once make his pur-
pose known., He walted for three days
and then viewed the situation at night.
It Is wise to lay well one's plang nnd
to have the work of the Lord well In
hand befare announcing your purpose
to the people, To disclose plans at the
lmproper time means defeat of your

purpose,
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