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The Joy of the Beautiful Pine
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The Story of a Municipal Christmas Tree
By THORNTON W, BURGESS
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(Coprright by Theriam W. Rurgen)
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hrown seeil lny Just where he hind hid- | muar through all the Green Forest, *1
It, untll gentle Sister South Wind | am too blg, too big"”

Theo, one day, when the snow Iny
white on the Green Mendows and In
the Green Forest, und the Beautiful
Plne had watched the little trees for

Chiristmas cnrrled awny with Inugh
and shout it hod for so many
Christinses, cnme men and horses

and Keen nxen S
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t shivers clear to Its
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how the beanutiis! Ploe cured aot, Tor

little child, and It was too big, ton big.

It was cnrrled Into o great city, and
theve, In the very heart of the great
eity, the Beautiful Pine wus roleed un-
U1 It stood as proudly as it hnd stood
Just beyond the edge of the Green For-
esl, nind it was hung with many colored
Hghts unth It wns quite, quite the mos
begutiful that ever was, And there
cnmo not one, but a thousand little
chilldren, anil they daneed around the
Boeautiful Plne, and laughter was In
thelr eyes, for Joy was in thelr honrts
And they sting and thelr volces were
Joyous. Amd they shouted and thelr
volees were merry. And they cried:

“It is the most beautiful trée in all
the world, for It Is our Christmas
tree—the Christmas tree of all the
ehildren [

Then was the heart of the DBenutl-
ful Plne, planted long, long yenrs ngo
hy the great-great-over-so-greal grand-
futher of Huppy Juck Squirrel, illed
with o grent Joy—the Joy of giving, for
It had given 118 greatest gift, the gift
of Haell, for the Joy of many, And
the snleit of Christinns, which Is love
for ull munkingd, descended upon It nx
sweet-toned  bells  chimed, *On earth
penee, good will toward men,” and the
glad volees of a thousand little chil-

Iren evled, “Merry merry Christmns ™
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. Christmas

Luke @, 1-14

LR e T ¢ S P S
OW it came to pass in thosa days,
N thers wens oul a decres from Caesar
Auvgustuy, that all the world should
be enrolled. This was the first enroliment
made when Quirinus was governor of
Syria, And all went to enroll themselves,
everyoans to his own city.

And Josaph also went up from Galiles,
out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea,
to the clty of David, which is called Bath-
lehem, because he was of the house and
family of David; to enroll himsell with
Mary, who was betrothed to him, being
great with child

And it came to pass, whila they wore
thers, the days were fulfilled that she
should be delivered. And she brought
forth her first-born son; and she wrapped
him in swaddling clothes and lald him In
& manger, becausa there was no room for
them in the inn.

And thers waere shephards in the
same country, ablding in the field, and
keeping walch by night over thair flock,

And an angel of the Lord stood by
them and the giory of the Lord shone
r.;und abéut them; and they were sore
afraid,

And tho angel said unto them: “Ba
not afraid, for behold —| bring you good
tidings of great joy, for thers is born to
you this day in the city of David a Sariour,
whigh is Christ, the Lord. And this is the
sign unto you: ‘Ye shall find a babe
wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying
in a manger.'"

And suddenly thers was with the
angel a muititude of the heavenly host,
pralsing God and saying :

“Giory ta God in Lthe highest
“And on earth peace, good will
toward men." .
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The muplcipul Clhirlstmns teee b vevome 8 popular Institatlon in mapy

) throughout the country. Shortly before December 25 the largest tree
- mll b secured {8 erected ln some park or public square, strung with

susands of Ughts, which spread their silvery glow over the troe duting the
gy season. On Christmns eve It la the mecting place of people In all walks

oh 1 st
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, who Joln In sloging the old carols. In New York city the municipul
mny tren (s creeted In Madison square; In Chicago In Grant park on
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s Lincoln, “Cuape Cod DNallads’
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A Sweet Revenge.
1 = my present to Nellle Sy
W e «he wns ot her ¢luh, and
W | the girls and fellows would
P wtatd 1o see her open il
i ght you (idn't ke Nel
I etn't beitr her. The present wos
w long halr switeh,™
& =
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Annual Phenomenon,
paltd the mpguzine eoditor
&1l have a cover design represent
ng the old year ad sn aged man nndd
the New Yenr a8 o amiling Infant,!
“All right.,” replled the ariisy, YBuat
t looks Nlke nnture-faking to me, Any-
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whiskerz

Tealy Rnows thst
comldn’t grow all these white

in one short year,™
LS
Power FPrayer.

Prayer is the door, forever open be-
tween eurth and heaven, Sooner than
aovnd can reach a haman ear throngh
this lower atmceplere, the Jonging e
afre of the spint rises 1o the heart of
the Futher, We are living in an In-
vigible world, where our wiches are
understond  before our words are
apoken.—Lucy Larcom.
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Falth Is all-powerful; It conguers
everything, and desplses world goods,
sinee It Is sure of eternsl bliss—

smiling
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What God Can Do
With Humble
Instruments

By REV, HOWARD W. FOPE
Moody Bitile Institute,
Chicagn

TEXT=And after him was  Shnmiddl
wihich wew six hundred Philistines with
an ox gond.~Judgen 3:3

When the ehosen people entered the
promised tand, God left certaln nntions
of the Connnnites
in the land wmoor
ier th prove Is-
ruel by them, to
sen whether  she
waonld be falthiunl
to Jehiovith or ot
These natlons
were ussigned ‘o
diferent treilws of
Isenel, and Gl
promised that lie
wonld delve e
ertndn

il ol
conth Lo,
i

Thhrse eondl
were  that
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b tions

. e el was not Lo
T

assochite with
lown to thelr gods; o
evely mention the nume of thelr golx

nor how

But Iseaet did not abey, God the
stops of thele downfull are recorded
bty chapter; they did not delve o

thelr etemdes, they took thelr duaugh
b thedr wives, thes
among the Cunpanlies, they
thelr goils, they forgot the Lord thelr
Giod, and he sold them Joto the and
of the enemy,

Toe book of Jwdges [s a spd, sad
story of disloyalty, defent nnd bond:
nge, brightened now and then by n
description of some voble thun or
womnn whom God ralsed up to defend
his honor, aud to deliver lsrael from
her sad condition,

Among the heroes whom God  usod
for this purpose no nome shines oml
more sigually than that of Shuiwgar
of whomn It is sald that be slew six

Lers o dwelt
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INTERNATIONAL
SUNDAYS(TI00L
LESSON

IB{ 1. 0O, SELLERS, Acting Director of

the Sunday HBehool Couran Ln the Moody
Bible Institute of Clleagoe.)

iCapyright 1916, Western Noe#wpaper Unlon )

LESSON FOR DECEMBER 24
UNTO US A SON IS GIVEN.

LESSON TEXT-Isalah 9:1-1

QULDIEN TEXT-For tunto us n chiid
im born, unto us a son Ie given; and the
govartimant shall be upon his shouldars:
ind his nnme shall be called Woriderful.
Counnellor, the Mighty God, the Everiust.
Ing Fatlier, the Prince of Peace,—lsa 28

The Christmas lesson anturally nnd
Ingieally follows the three legsons we
Ive Just ld from the book of the
Revelation where Jesus In hils glory
e bevn portrayed, amd the altioste
suevess of hix work Is forescen In the
Isuinh
gaw the viston of Is st cotiug, Juhn
saw Ahe vislon of hls secontd coming,
when what e bBegan the figst  tme
shall whthintely be pecomplistivl. The
prophvey here spolien was uttered dur-
ing the relgn of Akuz, B, €. 718 to
T2L  The king of Assyrin whs sitack-
Ing Syrln.  The tribes of northern Is.
riel were carried awny ns cupiives
Judah was In dunger of invasion. (See
I Kipgs 15:20,) Isalnh wae prench-
ing in bis home city, Jerusaleim. His
vislon of the Messigh Savior was oot
more thian 800 yeurs before John saw
the vislon of the glorifled Jesus,

I. Darkness Versus Light (vv. 1:35).
We need to go back luto the eighth
chupter to get the full historienl situn-
tion of this part of the lesson. Abnz,
trembling In Jernsalem, had with him
the I'rophet Isainh, the wisest and
groftest man In his kingdom, yet Alinz
listened not to hils words of warning
and rebuke.  Me doggedly pursued his
own course and sought help in every
other quarter than the right ene, This

new heaven and the new erth,

hundred men single-handed with on
ox goud,  And that Is all that we Know
ubont him, To my mind this is n steik
Ing proof of the uepiration of
Seriptures.  If the Bible had
imnde by man, he wouldl sarely
tlevoted a whole chapter to such n e
wnrknble achiievemont, but the Haly
Spirit for rensons best Koown to hlm
selfl gives only 20 words to 1. The In-
spleation of the Seriptures (5 proved
voely by thele pilence as
what they say.

Slwmgne is o good ype of the per
We neod mnny Hke him

he
Lieti
hwve

U4 conclus by

sannl worker,

todny, We hnve men enough to com
plola and  erltleize, but pot enough
of those who are willibg to, grapple

with the problews of life, ond atteinge
o solve then f he had been He
sany men he woold have ealled a con-
ate of religion
In Israel, passed resoldtions, appolnted

veatlon to discuss the

W commitiee to report and returoed
hotoe,  Shawger was not that kind
of o man. He belleved o persoial

wiork, und so ho tool hold of the wnet
himself, and lo,
lean wins =0lvonl,

Furthermore, he
worker, In these doys we have schiosls
to Ingstroet workers in the best meth
otls, but SBhawgar hid recelved o
trafning at all, He knew pothing about
way, and he had no weapons except
un ox gond, It Is not likely that he
killed those Philistines just ns scien-
titleally ng some might have done i
but he did It jost a8 electanlly for by
left them dead,

There 18 o lnrge pluce for antraloped
workers in our day. There Is alwoys
something that anyone can do,
really wishos to help, nnd in the dolng
of It hoe gets o certaln tralning,

Where did My, Mowdy get his train
ing? Or Uncle Johin Vassar, Mel Trot
ter or o host of others whio have been
glgnnlly sucecsaful in winnlog souls to
Uhrist?

Shaogar had falth I God,  He wos
fummilinr with his Bible, and he remen
bered that God had promisel Moses

Lur tha whole prob

was not o trnined

whio

and Joshus that one showld  chs
1000, and two put 1000 to fight

Here were only GO0 Phillstines, and i
God's promizes wete rellable, that wis
an ensy Job,

1 suppose it came ghont in this way @
The Phitistines bad ralded the countrs
g0 often that the people were Inthmldnt
e, We rend In Judges 60 that th
hlghways were unoceupied and the peo
ple traveled in the byways. In th
spring of the year the frightened Is
raelites erept out luto thelr fields wn
sowed them, During the summer thel
enemies left them unmolested, bu
when the erops bogan to ripen, the
ralded them constuntly nnd enrrvied o
the harvest,

Oune day o band of Philistines camn
down upon Shamgne's fleld,  Bome tuv
would bave run nway, but nol =
Stnmgnr.  He sald: *“This thing ha
gone far coough. It Is o disgrace
ouf nutlon and w Jehovah ns well
I oo one else will resist them, 1 mus
nnd [ may ns well begin now us over.

Actordingly he nttucked the G0 mey
with nothing but an ox gond.  God hon
ored his faith and gave him the vie
tory. This put fresh courage lato falnl
ing hearts, When they saw what Goe
untd one brave man could do, they ral
lied a8 n natlon ond soon threw ofl
the yoke of the enemy.

Ubserve, oo, that Shamgar was Jenl
ous for God's honor. It was not th
loas of his own citop or even his nelgh
pors' crops whieh led him o enter
such an unequal contest. He felt that
Uod's honor was ot stake, and he conly
unt boar to have the Philistines despis
Jehovah or hls people, And 8o he was
willing to run some risk, 1f indeed
there was uny risk, 'n trusting God's
promiscs.

Jonathan did the sma thing, as we
read An I Bam, 14:0, and Nehcminh
algo, nnd God honored thelr Falth n o
simlinr way. God needs more Shom-
gird In our day—men who are willing
to work for him in a small way. and
work nlone, nnd work with what they
have, Wil you be one?

Never do foday what yon can put of
till tomorrow. Deloy may gi

| lnnds of Zebmlon and

expiains lsniul’s words, “The people
that wilked In darkness”  Primnrily
he moy have referrsd 10 tiase of the
Naphtall, the
Galllee of the notlons (lohn 1463
T:02) il the light which shope in
them, which was the Hght of the workd,
Jesus of Nuzareth (Johin 8:02) H
there 18 0 lavger spptiention In this
verse to the wotld whivh lny
In durkness untll Jesus camo, und the
whole world hias keen or shall seo the
epreat Helit (Loke 1:75-79).  With the
coming of light comes the inetense of
Joy (v. 8 B, V.. I Ispael thers Is o
be, through Cheist, o wonderful ine
ronse (Tsn, 40:20:482: Zoeh. 10:8). In
Chirlst thiore 18 to be great Joy, the Joy
of hurvest amd of vietory. ‘Thoe re-
Hgion of Jesug Ohrist Js pre-eminently
the religlon of Joy ‘(Acty S:8: "hil
A 1 Perer 1:8) bot the Child that
wiis to be born wias to be o Dellverer
too, for the "yoke of burden” wins ninx
af S1A00000 that hud recently been
tovied by the king of Assyrin, It wis
o ulght of thick darkness for Isruel
Then, even as now, we have the moral
dirkoes=.  (ead Romt, 1:20.32) Bt
the prophet suw the joy of delivernnee,
Jerusalem had heéen left In peace,
Hezekinli succecded his father, Ahaz,
and entered upon o rellglous revival in
the kingdom, The people who had
walked In dorkness hnd seon n new
light. The prophet saw the dawning
rays (hrough the midst of this durk-
ness of Ignorance being removed.  He
also saw the coming of the Light of
Men 700 years Inter, and the mnitl-
plicntion of the nattons, the Inetense
of thelr Jox.  When Jesns comes ninin
he will deliver Istael from hir prosent
oppressors thnt have ground her down
these many centurios, nnd will then ex-
ait 1srpel above the natlons (Zech, 123
191 7 6212417 8:2028), But Jesux is
dellvering men today, removing every
sort of yoke of burden, and brenking
the vod of oppressors (John 8:30;
Math, 11:28), He alse 1s bringing
pence 1o men, and with the eonsim-
mantion of hls work, wars will conse,
Shall wo not oll pray for the speedy
consummution of that day? “Even so,
come Lord Jesus"

11, Unte Us a Son Is Born (vv, 6-T),
The greatest Joy for Iseiel In Esdinh's
time wns in this vislon of the Messiah,
the prowized Savier, Isalah I3 look-
ing ahend seven centurles,  We nre
looking back nineteen. He was to be
king over his people, Name and title
I here given, (1) “Wonderful" be-
cguse of hig nature, being both bhuo-
man and divine, The word made flesh
and dwelt among us. (2) “Counselor,”
one who Las the wisdom to gulde him-
solf and others, No one galded by him
hag over fulled of true success.  (8)
“The Mighty God,” He wis truly Gl
so thut we can trust him tos the utter.
most,  He ean nlso save to the ntiers
most., (4) “Everlasting Father," eox-
pressing his divine loving kindoess nnd
golfddentifiention with the Pather, (5)
e s also “Prince of Pence,” the one
wha rules so that ponee and prospoer-
ity abide in Wis Kiagdom. He brings
perce bietween man ond Ged, and be
tween o sod man,  He 1s the peace
of the soul as well s bringing
petice 1o the soul, The completeness
of this pleture which Ieainh suw (s
the one which St John snw, of which
we ldve been recently studying. Fhese
twn verses are mnrvelons ohes, oot
only heenuse af the clear prodiction of
Jesus of Nozareth, made more (han
seven centuries before hls Mt ndvent,
but marvelons ulso for the Tullness
and richiness of the revelution they con-
tln concerning the person, ¢hnrncter
and work of Christ, This King Is to
be the king of a growing kingdom. Of
the Inerense of his government there
1% to be no end, He & also (0 be a
king upon the throne of David, Jesus
wan David's descendunt nndd lneal heir,
and his kinglom W the developmont of
that kingdom,

Heo Is to order i, govern It, mannge
it, rule 1t, contrel It with justice, es-
tablish It und moke It fiem und en
tiring. ; !

All manner of rights betwoen clusses |

wholy

and individunls will be settied with |

delo ve cletirer |
lght a8 to what 18 best to be done—~ which

MUTTERLY FALSE" i

In ssarch of the focls Conteriing
the clalin of the brewers that “beer |4
liguid tread,” the Christlon Advoeyg,
lending periodieal of the Methodiy
Eplscopul caurch, wrote to the direog,
of the inboratory of the Conneetiey
bourd of health, asking for d sclentify
statement.  The unnbbreviated reyjy
wins ns follows:

“Hditor the Christlan Advoente: fy
reply to your note I will say that 1t j
hard to concelve a more mislending
statement than to eall beer ‘liquy
bread' The facts are that the grupg
out of which beer Is made do eonlgly
n deal of nourlshment, adapted both
for fuel nud tissue building, In the
process of beer-making the ol
are mostly destroyed and removod by
the process of clunfying, As n resy))
the final product hos lost practivally
all the tissue-hullding material 1t oy
contained, and most of s fuel fom
has been converted Into alcobol, whiel
hus less fuel value, 1o say nothing of
Its polsoning effect vpon the neryvog
sysiem, Bofore the fermentation (he
malerial  might possibly be  cullgy
Hgnid bremd' but not after the fer
mentation and clarification; for il
processes  hove destroyed nenrly g
the value it originally possessed, The
final product has no tissue-building
value, only o ltte fuel value, nod Iy
uddition. has 6 polsoning action upoy
the rervoun systom, Brend hos liege
value us a tssue bullder nnd alss py
a fuel, and In addition has oo bad ef
fect upon the nervous system. Ty
call beer ‘Hauld bread’ Is therefors b
terly fulse and badly misleading,

“H. W. CONN?

PROMOTES PROSPERITY. [

Constant refteration of the falss
statements of lquor advoentes has yo.
doubtedly led some persons to thy
concluslon thut Malne I8 suffering and
hns been impoverished beeause of 16
prohibition polley, A careful and
trutlesecking Investigation will show
the exnet opposite to be the ease,

A Dbulletin by the United States cen
su8 burean reviewlng the 30 years pre
coding 1912, shows the stendy advines
went of Molne in flnancial Independ
enve, In 1880 Mualne's per enplia
debt wns S840, ns contrasted with m
avernge of 11 states of 548, In 1012
it hns been reduced 75 per cent, and*
the avernge of thy other states only 3
per cent,. Malne now owes $1.07 per +
capita, while the other states avernge
.62, Massochusetts, with her high |
Heense system, which the lguor ndve.
cates sy I8 the best lcense law
the world, hos a per capita Indelied
ness over 13 times lnrger than the pro
Libition state of Maine, The geucrsl
comfort of the people of Malne Iy,
tannifosted by the lurge percentage of
homes owned free from debt, In 100
the tolal number of homes owned wos
according to the census report, 100
208, und 70 per cent of these were {ne
from mortgago.

GOOD OF PROHIBITION.

“The plea that prohibition falls to
prohibit would b quite valld if It conld
be shown that any liconse system sug
ceeids bettor In regulating the Uquet
traflie,  Pollee administeations full
down in the attempt to restelet (et
selling of liquors In any communly
where the trafic Is leensed, Proble
bitlon does throw the business lone
thoroughfares of the saloons and re
moves from the sight of the young
who nre taught that the business i
outlawed and  disreputable,  The
drunknrds for which 1t Is incldentally
responsible dia off rapidly, for they
are tempted to drink the worst nnd
most powerful concoctions,  Prohibk
tion may kill the poor miserable tp
plers, but 1€ tends to preserve the mid
dle classes.—New York Times,

ABSTINENCE INTELLIGENT.
Mujor General O'Rynn, commandisg
the division of New York troops, I
sued un order before leaving for the
South, In which he said: “You will ré
frain at all times from the use of
liquor and beer and the renson should
gppeal to your intelligence” One of
the vesults of this order 1s goen o the
reports of the sick rute, From July o
to August 14 In the Sixth New York |
division it was only 0188 In the
Spnnish-American war the sick rat
wus from 7 to 13 per cent, |

TAXPAYERS REJOICING.

In the first six months tliat Arind
was withont saloons the eity of Phos
nlx inereaged fn  taxable wenlth
$5.000,000, hnd & decrense In the %
rate, and the city government
$20,000 leas than during the salod
regime.  Purthermore, the first 85
months the city was without saloosd
the number of nrrests for drunkennest
wns 85, compared with 1,210 for e
corresponding six months In the pref
us yemr,

A TRIBUTE TO PROHIBITION
To ehow his apprecintion of pr
bitlon In the state of Washingtot ¥
travellng salosman recently sent ¥
to the Anti-Saloon league in SeHES
with n note which read:
“From n sulesman who lives (o M
ifornin and who has come to SEHEE
for twenty years to sell merchalEes
and who Jhus sold more merd ;
on lis Orst trip In March of this 36
undér prohibition than he ever =0
on nny previous teip; also more B
on the Mareh, 1018, trip thad
three trips in 1915 with open sald

PER CAPITA TAX.
A consus bulletin, for 1913, !
$10,12 per caplta of general tixef
lected n the prohibitlon states: ¥
per eaplta. in the near
states; §14.52 per caplta 1n Y
tinlly lMcense states; and §iY
cupltn in tho wet states.

MAN TO ELIMINATE.
It Is the

sl

] |




