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NISSION WORK
IN KENTUCKY,

|

Miss Martha Kendall!
Tells of Conditions as,
They Exist Among the |
Mountaineers.

As was stated 1n the NEws of
September 9th, Miss Martha,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John
F. Kendall, of Ayr township,
went to Kentucky to workasa
migslopary under the auspices of
the Associate Presbyterian
church. Miss Kendall 18 a grad-
uite of the McConuellsburg High
Sehool, and of the Cumberland
Valley State Normal, and had she
chosen to engage n the work of
teaching in the public schools of
her own townsthp, could readily
have gotten a salary of fifty dol-
lars & month. But her heart was

Miss MARTHA KENDALL,

touched by the stories of the con
dition of the “poor whites” who
live in the mountains of eastern
Kentucky, and she chose to leave
& comfortable hcwme, and go
among those people at a salary of
twenty dollars & month, trusting
that the consclousness of beng
an instrument in God's hands in
assisting those unfortunate peo-
pleto rise to & higher plain of
right living, would more than
compensate for the difference in
salary, The following letter from
Miss Kendall, telling something
of the conditions that surround
her, will be read with interest:

YOur mission 18 on Turkey
Ureek, Breathitt connty, familiar
ly known as "“Bloody Breathitt.”
This is one of the largest counties
in Kentucky, bemng cver sixty
miles in leogth. It has become
notorious on account of\the many
bloody deeds commit within
its borders. Smouldering flames
of ancient feuds still exist, which
occasionally burat forth 1n the
Peérpetration of some new crime.
The cause, however, of most of
the crimes, now, is 1ntoxication.
Whiskey must be used freely on
oll occasions, the mountaineers
think. Just this week a “party"
Was given at one of the homes
about three miles down the Creek
from our cottage; drinking was
ndulged 1n; this brought about
Quarreling, and as a result, one
man was shot and very seriously
Wounded,

The people of this section make
their living by farming—corn and
tane being the chief crops, Their
food consists, principally,of pork,
Corubread, beans, sweet potatoes
and scrghum-—althongh a few
Other vegetables are raised.
Much weaving is done—both for
bedding and for clothing.

The homes are in & most de-
Plorable condition. They con-
Wiu from one to five rooms, are

by fireplaces, and ouly the

barest necessities exist 1n the
Way of furnture—while \hey are

- Vol of :}ﬁng pertaming to
~ besuty and culture. A great
My houses have no windows at

Good Porkers.

George W. Glenn, at Webster
Milis, butcherad four six-months
old pgs last Wednesday that
made him 508 pounds of nice
pork. The largest one dressed
160 pounds, That's the kind of
pork that makes choice “eating.”
Harry Duffy butchered two on
Friday—the ages of which we
have not been able to get, but will
risk our reputation a8 a guesser,
that they were under thirty-nine
yvears old, one of tvhese hogs
weighed 408 when dressed, and
the other 880, 8. 8. Haann 1n-
forms us he killed two which
weighed respectively 801 and 808
pounds. Scottalso imparted the
information that hs sop in law,
Thos. Oliver Ikilled one that
weighed 837 pounds,

Fernando Decker butcherad a
pig last week for Eld. Ahimaaz
Mellott. The pig was, oniy four-
teen mnonths old, but dressed 406
pounds. Mr, Mellott will hkely
remember that pig the balance of
his days: for when Mr, Decker
shot the pig, 1t tell over into a de-
pression, and Mr. Mellott seized
the anmimal by one of its tront
legs, when the pig hegan to
struggle, and one of the pig's
hoofs struck the back of Mr,
Mellott’s hand peeling almost all
the siin off 1t

Naxt!

Miss Harriet Alexander is vis-
iting her brother W. A. Alexan-
der, in Everett.

the sterling characteristics of
their ancestors have become al-
most extinet,

Education 1s sadly neglected,
In Breathitt county alone there
are 5,500 school children. Only
about one-fifth of these attend
school. Huundreds of as bright,
promising boys and girls as
could be found anywhere are
£rowiong up 1o ignorance, because
they have never been led to see
the need of an education. The
teachers are very often wholly
incompetent and the school
house 18 many cases scarcely bet
ter than a shed; hence nothing
but an innate desire for knowl-
edge could attract the children to
school, Compulsory attendance
laws are not enforced; n fact,
no laws are enforced 1o the moun-
tains, as you probably know from
the accounts many of you have
read, of the fall election in Breath
itt county, Itissaid that news
papers reports are sometimes
exaggerated, but conditions were
anything bnt flattering during
tha election season, Yet we are
glad to say that but httle blood
was shed,

The mountaineers are a very
self satisfied people. They em-
phasize morality toa great extent;
yet their ideals are, indeed, very
low. So many of them think that
morality will effect salvation.
This is & hard barrier to break
down, The native preachers are

dhiterate and 1m moral—theirlives
being anything but models for
others to pattern after.

The county of course is very
mountainous. The mountaius
are oot 1n & straight range, but
are very irregular, rising more
as peaks, which are situated on
all sides, unsystematically. Be-
tweed these peaks llows the creek
—which is also the road. While
the autuman leaves hung on the
trees, the scepery was magnifi-

leaves added much, All roads
are in the creek bed and are very
rough., No buggies are ever

tained by cleariog patches on

of hoes.

A the open door, eveu in
Y it weather. But of th
Ny P

o

cent, and s, still; although the

seen here. There 18 very little
level land, Furmiog land is ob-

the wountain side. These are
80 ateep that very often cultive- |
tion has to be carried on by mesns

THE MAN WHO MADE
THE FIRST STEAMBOAT

The First of a Series of
Incidents of History
Written for the News
by Prof. G. W. Ashton,

It may be of li1er:st to some
of the readers of the NEws to
koow that the real inventor of the
steamb at was not Robert Fulton,
but John Fiteh who was born at
South Windsor, Cotnecticut, Jan,
19, 1743, And 1t 18 doubtful if
history has a sudder page than
that on which the life, struggles
and death of this strange, poor
man are recorded,

A bard hearted, close fisted
father, and an elder brother of
the same character, made the
boyhood Iife of poor John Fitch
one long diy of grel, privation
and humiliation, Attaioing his
mujority, he learned the trade of
watch-making and setued in
Trenton, N, J. The war of the
Revolution breaking out, he be-
came & gun-smith, making arms
for the defenders of s country,
till the British destroyed s
shop. lle then entered the army
in time to suffer the horrors of
Valley Forge. From the army
he went about in the country a
tinker of clocks and watches, but
in 178) was sent bLy Virgina as
deputy surveyor to the then wilds
of Kentucky. In the west he
was captured by the Indians and
kept a year before he could es-
cape. lIn poverty and want he
returned and settled at Warmin-
ster, Pa. 1t was at this place
and period of s life that the
idea of using steam as a motive
power for vehicles aund boats
took possession of him, He made
‘a model of a steamboat identical
in principle with that which has
now become unversal in practice,
He went to Philadelphia and there
constructed.a steam engine, with
a three-inch cylinder, and ap-
plied the same to a skff. Anp
authentic historian records,
This was without doubt the first
steamboat ever constructed by
man."” Vainly did Fitch appeal
to the Continental Congress, the
Assembly of Pennsylvania, and
the learned and wealthy men of
his day. Time went by and Fitech
got the reputation of bemg a
crazy man, He tinally formed a
company which reluctantly fur-
nished the means to build a boat
45 feet long, 12 feet beam, inch
cylinder engine. The inventor
agreed that his boat should make
eight miles an hour. August 22,
1787, the boat made ber trial trip
on the Delakare and was success
ful. The members of the Con
stitutional Convention, with Geo,
Washington at its head, adjourn
ed on mvitation and went down
to see the strange invention on its
first voyage. The members
shook their wise heads, left the
crazy man with his crafy, and
went back to building the Ship
of State, A regular Packet line
with schedule was estabhished on
the Delaware and was maintain-
ed for about three years. Bug
the steamboat business was not
a tinnoeial success and Fitch's
boat was finally wrecked by a
storm. From 1t the inventor
went forth to the world penni-
less and a beggar, After wan-
dering in this country, and in
Europe to find financial support
for s steamboat scheme, and
finding none, he waodered again
into she far West, Kentucky,
There in a hittle room of & tavern
1o Bardstown, with not a penny
o the world, prematurely old
from despgir and strugnle, his

es worn to tatters and rags,
his face wrinkled and b
on the mght of July 2, 1708 he

‘ SWIFT JUSTICE,

Steals an Automobite, Gets Away Wih
It, Is Captured, Tok:n into Court,

|' (iets His Sentence, and Lands

in Refermatiry in Less

|
|
I

_ Than a Week,

| Some lime during Tuesday
ynight of last weet:, Janes W,
IRILt.er, who bhas bteei hanging

around the garages in Chambers.
burg for several days, pried
side door open with a ecrowbar,
Schaal's  garage, and
helped himsall to Drogezist Skin.
per's 40-horsepgwer Pullnan
touriog cur, Putting tive gallons
of gasoleue into the tank, and ap-
propristing a pair of fur gloves,
he opened the front doors of tle
garage, “cranked up,"” swung out
into the street, and throwing the
throttle wide open, like a streak
of greased lightning, he sped out
the pike toward St, Thomas, On
he went,—through Loudon,
across the mountain, through
McConnellsburg, aud had 1w not
been that there were a few things
about running automobiles that
James did not know, he might
have been going vet; but when
he ran up agminst Siwdeling Hill
mountain, the machine began to
suspect that it was not under the
skilled gmdance of Harry Skio.
ner, and began to make trouble
for 1ts new master,

By the time the *Crossings’
were reached, the machine lay
down flat on Ritter, and he had to
wait until Salkeld came along
with his mule team carrying the
U. S. mail, when he prevailed on
Uncle Sam’s servant to tow lus
craft into Everett.

As soon as the skilled eyes of
the Karn boys at the Everett gar-
age fell on the machine, they saw
that Ritter had been trying to
run the machine without oil, and
that he had burnt out several im-
portant bearings,

It was half past ten o'clock, be
fore Mr, Skinner found out that
some one had porrowed his car,
and be at once got busy., The
telephone soon brought him word
that his wmachine was gung
through Harrisonville, and soon
after noon, Harry, with a party
of Uhambersburg friends, passed
through Me Connellsburg in pur-
suit. When they reached Everett,
they found the machine—and the
man; but the constable, who was
new 1n the business, fooled a-
round until Ritter got away in
the direction of Bedford. Officer
Charley Beegle, of Bedford was
notifled by phone to be on the
lookout, That was enough, They
don't get away from Charley,
and the next morning he tele
phoned the Chambersburg party
to come to Bedford and get their
man,

They went to Bedford Thurs
day morning, got Ritter, return.
ad with him the same day to
Chambersburg, and placed him
in jail, He went into Court Mon-
day, plead gmilty, and Judge Gil-
an sentenced him to the Hunt-
wngdon Reformatory, reserving
further sentence, until 1t 18 seen

aentered

work a reformation 1o his charac-
ter.

Bazsar and Fish—pond,
The Ladies’ Aid Society of
Asbury Methodist Epscopal
church of Harrigonville charge,
will hold a bazaar and festival and
conduct a fish-pond at the Mann
House, along the pike, pear Sa.
luvia, Thursday evening, Dec. 16,
Come and buy & mice Christmas
present for your friend and try
your luck at the fish-pond,
Uoului'l‘v::v.
15
———
from my lnvention; but notx
will believe that poor John Fi
19th made -h;gw & su
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whether the Reformatory will’

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH.

NUMBER 9

burg, but who attended that place

10 a flourishing condition,
ed, and the time each was here, is

ser—— ; Diefenbaugh———

A, M. Whetstone, 1864-0; Philip

to December 1, 1500,
time,

The above is a picture of the St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran
church of McConnellsburg, and will awaken many recollections of
the past in the minds of those who have gone out from McConnells

Zahn, 1837-43; David Smith; 15843-5; W, A, Kopp, 1845-50; Martin
M. Bechtel, 1850-54;: Solomon McHenry, 1854-0; G. Roths, 1850-(4;

1871-3; Joseph R, Focht, 1574-6; H. B, Winton, 1876-80; B. k.
Kautz, 1850-88; D. 8, Kurtz, 1885-00; J. (. McGaughey, 1591-94: D,
P. Drawbaugh, 1805-1000; A. G. Woll, 1900-06; J. C. Fassold, 1907
The congregation is without a pastor at this

of worship 1n their younger days.

as follows: Jonathan Ruthiauff,

1804-14; Ferdinand Cramer, 1514-26; M, Schullz, 1826; Reuben We |

: Samuel Rothreck, 1835-7; Peter

Doerr, 1860-71; J. B. Anthony,

ANOTHER WARNING. |

Well Known Liveryman in Bedford Near- |
Iy Loses His Life from Mislake
Made in Giving Him Medicine.

The number ol accidents that
have occurred on account of the
carelessness of housekeepers in
keeping drugs and medicines

about the house without having
them labeled properly, should be
a warning, as will be noticed in the |
following account taken frow last
week's Bedford Inquirer,

The Inquirer says that Ross A
Stiver, the well known hvery-
man, of Bedford, was poisoned
last Friday evening by takinga
dose of horse medicine in wis
take. ;

He had been out 1n the country |
buying horses on Friday and'|
stopped at the home of his broth- |
er-n-law John Williamson in Bed |
ford township for svpper. He :
felt ill and was given what Mr,
Wilhlamson and his wife supposed |
to be medicine for cramp which
was 1n a bottle with a label on it
to that effect. In some manner,
Hess's Colie Care, a horse medi-
cine, composed principaliy cof
chloroform and Iundian hemp,
was put into & bottle with a label
siumilar to the bottle containing
the medicine which Mr. William
sol wished to give Mr, Stiver,
He took three or four tablespoon
luls of this, about four times the
usual dose for a horse, and then
ate his supper. He became very
il and started at once for Bed-
ford, accompanied by Mr. Wil
linmson, On the way he became
unconscious, He was taken at
once to his livery stable where
foar physiclans worked with him
for several hours before he began
o show anv signs of recovery.
For along time s body was
rigid with scarcely any perceph-
ble sign of life. The persistent
ellorts of the physicians, mded by
his naturally vigorous constitu-
tion, at length overcome the ef-
fects of the poison, and he began
to rally, Mr. Stiver 15 now
thonght to be out of danger, but
1t was a close call,

e—ms———

Wa are pleased to note that at
the recent couvention of the
Maryland State Christian Eo-
deavor Society, Mr. Wilam
M. Robinson, of Baltimore, a
former McCounnellsburg  boy,
was chosed president for the
ensning year. Waile Mr, Rob

CLARENCE SHORE

Tells of His Visit to Clear Ridge During
His Vacation in the Hunting
Scason,

As the annual Thaoksgiving

vacation comes around and near-
ly every one takes advantage of
the same. I decided to spend
mine back on the old happy hunt
ing grounds among the hills of
Fulton county.

As | started on my bhomeward
!journev my attention was turned
i toward the busy industries along

the road over which I traveled,
iand I find that prosperity has al-
| most returned to its normal state
or as it was, before the pauc of
1907 cast its shadows over our
country.

Traftic of all kinds has been in.
creasing daily; and, of course
will continue to do so until after
the holiday rush. The “Pensy"”
reports that within twenty-four
hours it handled more than 7,500
cars over the Middle Division.

Upon approaching uvearer to
the village of Clear Ridge, 1 was
reminde as the Indian terms it,
that it was several moons ago
that I had been an eye witness of
the beautiful picturesque scenery
of Fulton county, The beautiful
foliage that clustered on the vari
ous trees bad disappeared, and
this brought to my mind that
winter was near; and by looking
around, qulte & number of inci-
dents arose before me that
brought me back to boyhood days
when 1 used to roam through the
wooded lands and over the hills,

Next, I found myself within
the village; and after taking note
of some of tha changes and m-
provements, I tind the Patrovs
of Husbardry is erecting a two
story lodge and storercom which
adds to the appearance and pros-
perity of the village,

General Merchant J. Wine
gardner is sill behind the count
er doing his usual amount of
business; and, of course, swull
smokiog occasiovally,

The ive and up to date Post-
master and notionman is found
at his usual place attending to
the nice little business that is
comiog to hm; and, the con.
vinuous odor of skunk will not let
one forget that the fur dealer
Bert Winegarduer is still in that
busiuess, .

N. B. Henry & Son, contrac-
tors sod builders, with a large
force of men, are still as busy as

ABOUT PEOPLE YOU KNOW

Snapshots at Their Comings and Goings
Here for a Vacation, or Away
for a Restful'Outing.

NAMES OF VISITORS AND VISITE)

Mre. S, B, Wor llet and Mrs. J.

W. Mossar spent Tuesday in
Coambersburg shopping.
Laucille Girigsinger, spent a fo v

days last week with the family of
Harry Stevens, near Mercers
burg.

Miss Martha Fuuok, of Need-
more, spent a day Iust week with
Pearl and Hazel Garland, at their
home near sicConnellsvurg,

Miss Lillian DeHart returned
home from Chambersbarg, Tues
day, on aceount of her mother's
tllness. She will remain at howme
upiil after the hchdays,

Geo. W, Sipes and grand

anugn

Duriog the more than a hundred years of 1ts existence, twenty- | ter Esther, and his brothey Law
three pastors have served the congregations, and the church 1s now |is, of Wnips Cove, were pleasant
The names of the pastors who have serv | callers at the News office while

in town a few days ago,

Mrs. J. L. Garland, accompy
nied by ber mother, Mrs, Ha
riet Deshong, ot Mercershurg,
were visiting [riends at Huston
town this week.

C. J. Wink, of Plum Run, cama
to town last Saturday, and on
Sunpday returned home, accompa
nied by his wife, who had been
spending the week in the home
of their son-in-law acd davghtor,
Ex-Sheriff and Mrs, J, G, Alex-
ander,

Daniel Naugle and wife, of
IHuntingdon county, spenta week
in this county during the deer-
hunting season. Part of the time
they were guests of their broth-
er-n-law, Randolph Palmer, and
part of the time with the family
of Geo. W, Sipes,

Druggist and Mrs, W. H. Ir-
win, of Altoona, speuot the time
from Saturday until Monday, in
the home of the former's brother,
John A. Irwin, cl this place,
Will and his wife and been visit-
ing their daughter who is a stu.
dent at Wilson College,
bersburg.

Cham-

Last Saturday evening as Mrs,
Mary A. Kelly was quietly sitting
with her mother she was greatly
surprised by Mrs. C. J, Wink and
Mrs. J. G, Alexander and Master

George Barton, ontering and
showering 172 post cards down
upon her. Mrs, Kelly wish2s to

thapk her wany friends for so
kindly remembering her on her
birthday,

Miss DD, Viola llixson, daungh-
ter of John N, llixson, of Brush
Creek valley, left on Monday of
las: week for New York Ciy,
where she will be employed as a
profeesional traiued nurse, 1o the
New York branch of the Flor-
ence CUrittendon Home, Miss
ILixson graduated last May from
the Washington, D, C, branch of
that famous institution,

Clayton Trogler, of Denver,

Colo., was a guest in the home of
J, L, Garland and wife, from Sat
arday until Wednesday. My

Trogler left Mercersburg ive
years ago 1n company with his
parents, to make his home n the
city of Denver, which lies at an
altitude of a mile above sea level,
and from his personal appear-
ance the chmate has agreed with
Clay ton,

chanics Hall and spent the re-
majuder of the evenug lstening
to the sweet strains of music
rendered by the Mechanics Band
under the leadership of Dawvid
Fleming.

A series of revival services con-
ducted by the Rev. lHarry Moyer
was in progress, and was well ai-
tended both by the people nearby
and of the neighboring towns,

As my vacation draws to a close

' !:nih,i!r- busy

DI 1” " ) ” a h .

AT
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I bave to retrace uym

-




