.

[ along, and 1'll stick ‘em up side by

st s S
. with an
characteristio of the spe-

A CONTEST WITH THE

WEATHER

BUREAU.

Mls‘tomm By F. E. . RODBINS, ﬁ-oslt*snta
For & week or so the honors were

The young man In the lnen sult,
After attending to the slight errand
that had brought him to Lufkin's
store at HMardhack Corner, lingered
for n lttle chdt with the proprietor,
who looked ae If he might be o “char-
acter,”

As the vigltor had approuchod the
store he had seen a letter earrier
deiving away from It, and this fact
suggesiad a conversational opening
that has come to be a favorite with
the summer visitor.

“This rural free delivery 18 0 great
institution,” he bogan, graclously,

But hie percelved at once that he
hnd made & misteke, The reply elie-
fted was in itseM noncommittal,
“Molbe "tis and mebbe ‘taln’t.” But
the scorn that the old storekesper
continued to throw into hils tone laft
no doubt ne to his attitude toward
this innovation in country life.

For more than thirty years Moses
Lufkin had been the postmaster at
Hardhnck Corner. The salary had
not been Iarge, but, as he had often
been heard to say, tho honor was
somelling, Desides, as “trade fol-
lows the fag," #o doek It come to the
store In which the Governmuont post-
office I1s domleiled.

Furthermore, In the Httle gather-
ings of farmers who came for mail
and remalned for conversation, Mr.
Lufkin had been something of an
oracle,

But now all this wns changed, The
poeteMce had been abolished, trade
hnd fallen off womewhat, and worst of
all, the ex-postmaster's authority,
even In that specinl subjeet which he
had made a lifelong study, wns no
longer unquestionsd. No wonder he
could not be roused to enthusinsm
over the bléasing of rural free deliv-
ory!

Percelving this, the roung man
hnstened to change the subject, so-
lecting a tople this time that is sup-
posed to be safe on all ocenslons,
“Ah, 1 see that we are likely to have
another fine day to-morrow,” he suld,
glanciug at a thin shest of paper
lying on the counter,

“Well, If wo do, it won't be bocanse
th thing says 80," returned the old
gentleman, as testlly as before, *1
verily belleye there's been more hay
sp'Jed In this viclnlty since that rural
carrier began to bring those predie-
tions than thore had boeen before, for
I don't know how long. Why, i I'd
made as mony mistakes in twenty
Years as the Gover'meat has in two,
I'd have given up trying altogether!”

“Indend! I judge then, that you
are something of an expert yoursell
in forecasting the wanther,”

“Well, 1 ought to be. I've been
etudying it for golng on forty years,

“1t 48 certninly quite a study,” sald
the young man, “At any rate, I have
found 1t so."

Then, ankwaring n look of {nquiry,
ho added, “You see, I'm in the wenth-
er business myself (o some extent. 1
am an asalstant  observer of the
Weather Bureau,”

“What! You lhelp get up those
Govar'ment predictions?

“In n way, yes." {

The old mau stared for & moment
at this embodiment of wha: had beon
to him Witherto only an impersonal
rival. “What may ! eall your name? "
ho asked.

“Dole. Clarence Dole, at your gser-
viee. Hero 18 my card. I am iaking
a lttle viention, and am staying ot
Mr. Blake's, on the hilL"

“How long are you golng to stny
In these parts?” demanded Mr, Luf-
kin, with Interest.

“About two weeks, I think.*

“1 want to know! Well, now, I
suppose you'relanghing in your sleeve
at my dotting up to bo a better weath-

@r prophet than the Gover'ment. But
I'd lik¢ to put the thing to a test
with vo, nnd I'll tell ye what I'll do.

VIl write out my predictions every
‘day before the Gover'mant's gets

flde on the wall, Then you und I'll
keep tally hov they come out. Do
you dare to tay 1

Mr, Dols replled good-naturedly
that he would be glad to wateh the
result; nnd without attempting any
new lines of conversation, he quickly
took his leave;

“Whoe is that gentleman Eolng
down the road, grandpa?® called a
volee & moment later.

The old man's stern face lghted
up with plensure at sight of the
young lady standing in the doorwny,
but he answered eurtly enongh: “Ob,
it's & young chap that's boarding at
Blake's—Dule, he says his namo s,
Cluims to be o weather dbuagrver for
the Gover'mont.”

“Mr. Nlole of the Weather Bureau!
Why, I know him,” snid the young
Indy. “He attends our church in the
elty. He Is & very plensant youug

{'He ls pleasant-spoken enough,” ad-
mitted her grandfather, “but 1 know
what he thinks. He thiuks an old
sodier 1lke mo ean’t foretell weather,
but W Just going to show him his

about even. Indeed, the rival fo
cants were quite similar {n substan

ology of the Weathor Buroau.
But at last an lssue

Jolned,

type this prediction:

with light rain in the afternoon

might be seen the announceme

off, and be a toler'ble warm day,”

slgn. It sprinkled a
o'clock—m “drought shower,”
Lufkin ealled 1t. But an hour la

an almost cloudless
WArm, too.

sky. It

“Gover'ment” was benten.

Mr. Lufkin was not only gratif
but considerably emboldened by

success, A nelghborhood plenle

shool, his head ominously.

have to be put off,” he said,

ters:
Look out for thunder showers
and high wind to-morrow.

sald:
Falr and warmer Saturday.
Thiz left the community somewl

“Unele Lufkin was o lttle off tt
time,” . This opinfon was streng

dawning day glve falrer promise
guod behavior.

asked Fannie, pnusing Irregolutely
her task of flllng her lunch-baske
“"Now, Fannle,” broke In

mind a word that your grandpa sa
daft ubout the weather,-

wish,

plenle.  All the folks will,

fted In his own house, started oft
decided 111 humor, and shut hims

party that soon pagaed by,
“I wish It would raln pltelifor

as he went outside late in the fo

aky.
clared tho mext minute, in a tone
repentance,
u first-rate good duy, and 1 guoss (!
will, fast enongh."

I this better mood he seated hi

outslde the door, and was soon pen

gone ditys. He was just on the po
daughter's voice roused him.,

“Grandpa!
pleasant volee again.

“Why, Fanole!" he exclaimed,
oyes bilnking in the sunlight.
supposed you were at the plenie. "

"Oh, no, grandpa! 1 dido't qu

sild the young lady, demurely.
eried the storekeeper, In fresh we

other figure a MHttle
ground.

“Yeon,
alther," returned the young man,
& vary respectiul tone.

man's pride. *Well,

culatlons for ouce. The fact is,
slgns fall lo a dry time.
ready, did you say, Fannle?
I'll go pight in,
100, Mr, Dule, and have a bite w
uﬂ

locul prophet Nstened,
toleranee, aud finally with koen
terest, while hin guest expounded
methods of the Wenthor Bureny,

‘So nbsorbed did the Nttle comy
(bocome In the talk that no ow

although worded differently, as Mr,
Lufkin scorned to imitate the phrase

was  falrly
Woednesdny afternoon the
nurrow alip of paper emanating from
the Weather Bureau bore in modent

“Iucreasing cloudiness Thursday,
night,” while beside It on the wall

serawlod In red chalk, “A li{tle hazy
to-morrow morning, but it will burn

On Thursday morning the sun rose
very clear and then within two hours
went into a cloud, which was a bad
little by 8
Mr,

the sun was again shining bLrightly,
and for the rest of the day there was
wos

There was no room for controversy.
The weather prophet of Hardhack
Corner had scored s success, and the

take place on a small {sland in Long
Pond had been planned for Saturday,
but on Friday the native prophet

“I rather calculate that plenie wiit
And ear-
1y in the afterncon he selzed his red
chalk, and wrote in flaming charac-

The report from the Wenther Hu-
reau, arriving a lttle later, merely

in doubt, although the young people,
who were especinlly Interetted in the
plenie, were Inclined to belleve that

ened the next morning, for never did

“Do you really belleve, Grandpa,
that there is any danger of showers?”

hor
grandmother, Impatiently, “don’t you

It does spem us If he had gone cledn
It's golng
to be ms nice a dey as heart could
Of course you will go to the
I declave,
I'd go mysell If 1 wasn't so lame,"
The old gentleman, thus disered-

np in his deserted store, out of sight
If not cut of hearing of the merry

and blow great guns!™ he muttered,

noon and cast o searching look at the
“No, I don't, elther!" he de-

“1 hope they will have

sell on a much-whittled bench just

fully engaged In the never-falling oc-
eupution of the aged-Iliving over by-

of falllng fnto & nap when his grund-

Grandps!" came tlhe

llEe to take the risk against your
adyice, and go 1 concluded not to go,*

"What, you here, too, Mr. Dole'”

dey, as he became consclous of an-
in the back-

I thought I'd better not go,

This handsome recognition of his
standing na a weather prophet was
decidedly soothing to the old gentle-
It's geanerally
safest to) follow my advies," he ad-
wmitted, “but 1 guess I missed my cal-

Dinney
Wall,
And you must come,

Tho Inviation was accepted, and
the stmple 12 o'clock dinner finally
assumed quite the proportions of a
banquet, ot least so far as time was

concerned,
The chlef topic of conversation
was, of course, the Welthor, and the
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dron-in-law, I suppose
Rl S
: He _
enther Burenu, helplng get up
those predictions. Well, it's quite n
nselence; and tuking the 'wu:rhr. by
and large, It amazing how. well they
hit it. But when it comes to predict-
ing for just Hardhack Corner and vi-
clnity, my grandson has to own up
that the Gover'ment can’t hold a
oandle to me. "—Youth's Companion.

OUR DISAPPEARING TIMBER.

Three Times as Mach Used Each Yocar
ns the Forest Grows,

Every person in the United States
is using over alx times ns much wood
as he would use it he were in Europe,
The country, as a whole, consumes
overy yenr beiween three and four
timos moré wood than all of the for-
estd of the United States grow In the
mean time. The averags acre of for-
est Inys up a store of only ten cubic
feet annually, whereas It ought to be
laying up al least thirty cuble feet
in order to furnish the products taken
out of it. Since 18850 more than
700,000,000,000 feet of timber have
been cut for lumber alone, including
§0,000,000,000 feet of coniferous
timber In excess of the total conifer-
ous stumpage estimate of the censug
of 15880,

These are some of the remarkable
statements made in Clreular 87 of
the Forest Service, which deale with
the timber suppiyof the United States
and reviews the stumpage estimatos
made by all the Important authorl-
ties, A study of the circular must
lend directly to the concluslon that
the rate at which forest, products fn
the United States have been and are
belng consumed 18 far oo lavish, and
that only one result can follow unless
steps are promptly taken to prevent
waste In use and to Increase the
growth rate of every scre of forest
in the Unlted States. This result la
a timber famine. This country ia
to-day in the same position with re-
gard to forest resourced ay wis Gore
muany one hundred and fifty years
AgO,
dred and fifty years such
States as Saxony and Prussia, partic-
ularly the latter, have applied a poliey
of Government control and regulation
which has Immenscly incrensed the
productivity of their forests, The
same polley will achieve even better
resulls In the United Btates, because

song Europe has learned and paid
for in the course of n century of the-
ory and practice,

Lest It might be assumed that the
rapld and gaining depletion of Amer-
ican forest resources is sufliciently
ucecounted for by tho Inerease of pop-
ulation, it Is pointed out in the cireu-
lar that the increase in population
Binge 1880 I8 barely more than halt

same perlod.
timber have already reached and
pussed thelr maximum production-—
the Northeastern States In 1870 and
the Lake States in 1800, To-day the
Southern Btates, which cut yellow
plue amounting to one-third the total
annual lumber cut of the country,
are undoubtedly near their maximum,
The Pacific States wlll soon take the
ascendency. The State of Washing-
ton, within a few years has come to

lodividual States in volume of cut.
At present but one-fifth of the
total forest area ol the United States
Is embraced in Natlonal forests, The
remalning four-fifths have already

into private haude. The average nge
of the trees felled for lumber this
year Is not less than
nnd fifty years,
Is to svcure a necond crop of trees
of the vnme sige, the lumberman or
private forest owner must walt, say,
at least one hundred yoears for the
second ¢érop {0 grow. As a rule, such
long time investments as this walt-
Ing would involve do not commend
themealves to bhusiness men who ure
acoustomoed to. quick returns. But
the Btates and the Natlon can look
much further ahead, The larger,
then, the area of Natlonal and State
control over woodlands, the greater
Is the Mkelihood that the forests of
the country will be kopt permanently
productive,

Names of Days.
our names for each day are de-
rived from the Saxons, who probably
borrowed the week from some BEust-
wn people, substituting bames of
their own divinitigs for those of the
classienl gods, aa 8 easlly geon when

the names are tabulnted:

Latin, Baxon. English.

Dies Solia. Bun's seeannene sBUnday
Jes Lunne Moon's day........ Monday
Dies Martis. .. .. Tiw' Ty ny
Dien Mezcu w«fn'a lny
Diop Jovis. . ... Rlur'u AF ... lay
Dies Veneria.., . Frign' : ny
Dies Saturmy, . . Baterne's P

Among the anclents the beliet in
the influence of the planets upon the
lifo of men was wo strong that many
In selecting thelir dllly ornamonts
wonld wear only the gem associated
with the plauet of the day. Thus on
Sunday only yellow gems and gold
should adorn the fingors. Poarls and
white stoues, excepting dinmonds, he-
longed to the Moon Day. Tugsday,
day of Mars, clalmed rubles and all
stones of fiery lustve, Thursday,
Thor's Day, demandedl amethysts and
deep colorad stones of sanguine ting,
while Fridey, dominated by Venus,
rolgned over the omernld, colar of
jonlonsy, which s love's shadow,
Suturday, dedioated to Baturn, the
oldest of the gods, bad for Its disting-

¥ [ tive tallaman the most aplend*q of all

goms, the diamond.—Chicago Ree-

ord-Herald.

.
Scotchmun's Great View.
mmart young men from Lor
nee came upon po

During this period of one hun-~ |
Goermam |

we have the advantage of all the les |

the Increase fn lumber eut in the |
Two arens supplylng |

the front, and now ranks first of all |

passed or are most llkely to pass |

one hundred |
In other words, If he |

- take over with me.

and borrdwed 1t n week later
Jike a beggar. 1 hdave missed my
breakfast In order to “skin” a green-
horn of 8700 and lost It all before I
got my lunel. I have helped a stran-
gor unlond $10,000 in ‘a “framed.
up” poker game. and then gone
nround the corner and lost the whole
roll bucking another poker game,
There s one thing I'm sure of—I'm
smart enough to get another man's
money, but I'm not smart enough to
keop 1L,

I saw In a paper the other day u
list of the salarles they pay to Con-
gressmen, members of the Cabinat,
Supreme Court Justices, Governors
and a lot of thoso big gune. T make
more than any of them, and I haven't
0 econt when the notles comes up
from the office to pay the room rent
or move. It's always so with bunko
men. While he is framing up a game
that will “skin" other “suckers,”
somebody else has o gume walting
that will “skin’ him.

Why, back in Chicago, where we
used to work the crooked fare dodge
on every stranger we caught loftering
aronnd n hotol, there was an Oregon
gumbler who ran o faro game on Wi
bash avenue exclusively for bunko
men, That's a fact, He had a big
play, too, and went to Europe on his
profits, Every night you'd sce the
“eon" men llne up around his faro
table and go against the same gEamao
In which they had trimmed the yok-
als oarller In the evening, 1t was n
private game and none but “con”
men und crooks had the entree. No-
body seemed to think it strange, and
we lost onr money about ns regulnrly
a8 we made it.  Of course, we didn't
always lose the first night, but It was
only a matter of time,

There are no faro games io San
Francisco, but craps, poker nnd the
races do just as well, and keep the
gang hunting fresh marks without
any let-up. Not very long ago I
made half of §700 and lost it before
1 had the price of a lunch out of it
It happened this way:

My partner and 1 ploked up a fel-
Iow In & place on O'Farrell street who
wae anxlous to beat the races, We
were ready to help him. My pnl told
him he knew a horseman who had
something good coming off In a few
days, and introduced me as the man.
I was offish and didn't want to have
anything to do with outsiders, but
finally, after the stranger had bonght
§ dinner for all of us, I warmed a
lttle to him and agreed that [ would
let him In on the deal,

“We'll make no mistakes," szid 1,
when it had been agreed that our
host wns to be a party to the clean-
up. "My horse worked the three-
quarters In thirteen flat this morn-
ing, and there isn‘t a thing In the
race that ever did botter than four-
teen nnd o half, But I'm taking no
chances,” Here I leaned over toward
them, looking around cautiously, as
it alrald of being overheard and low-
ored my volee.

“I've got nn electric boot,” 1 whis-
pered, “and I'll win that race if 1
have to turn my nag into a dynamo
to do it."

Our intended wns properly Im-
pressed, and we made a date for the
following morning, when I was to
have the electrie boot In ovidence,

I had to borrow $25 from the own-
er of the poker game where I usually
lost my money to buy the boot the
first thing in the morning,

I was up bright and early and
bought the boot and spurs. Inslde
was as protty a little battery as you
over saw. It seemed n shame that
the boot was not to be used,

My man showed up, prompt to the
minute, and I proceeded to show him
how the eontrivance worked. Ho
was delighted. Then I told him that
he would have to give me his money
to bet, as I dldu’t Intend to trust any-
body with the secret of the horse's
name untll post time, and he was
about to demur. :

“Look here,” said I, “I'll write the
nnme of the horse on a sheet of pa-
per, put It In an envolope addressed
to you and leave It nt a messenger
office’ with instructions for them to
deliver It Lo you at post time, You
are to glve me your money now (o
If that doesn't
suft you everything Is off as far aw
you nre concerned.

He hesitatad a minute, but we had
nssured him that my horse would be
ns good as fAfteen to one, and the
thought of the amount he could win
overcame his scruples. He handed
over $700 in gold to me to bLet. |
was to keep a third of the amount
won to glve to the "jockey,"”

In this sort of business the money,
of course, f& not bet at all. I wrote
down the name of a horse that didn't
have a chance and put it in an enval-
ope nnd pocketed tho $700 as a elear
profit, The "sucker” came to me for
a&n explanation that night, »ud 1
showed him n fake ticket showing
him that I had bet the money. Of
courss he bad no redress,

But to return to the fate of the
§700 aftor it dropped Into my pocket.
I had boen In such a hurry to get the
elegtric boot lu time that I missed
my breakfast. When 1 separated
from the “greeny” it wus nfter 12—
Just time to take the boat for thy
race track. I went from my room di-
rectly to our rendegvous, where I
wet my pal and divided the money
with him. Then I jumped on o car
for the ferry and was off to the races,

In my pocket 1 had $850 of the
“sucker's” money aud a lonely quars
ter of my own. Five cents of the
quarter went forearfare nnd with the

W round-trip

“There Is something coming off in
the first rade,” he hastened to say
when he heard the elinking twenties,
“You'll do the right thing 1f I put
you wise?”

“You know mo,"” T said,

Then he went on to tell me about
A& “irame-up™ {n the first race by
which a horse called Yellowstons was
to win,

“It 15 all cut and dried,” ho nusured
me, “and you will get ten or twelve
to ona for your money,"

Before the boat reached the other
side T had agreed to bet $200 on
Yeollowstone in the first racé. Also
I was still without my lunoh, bat I
promisad mysolf that I would get It
abl the track immedintely after the
race,

When the odds went up for the
oponing event 1 went round the ring
betting $20 at n ornck on Yellow-
stone, Others wore doing the same,
and before post time every hook In
the ring was loaded with Yellowstona
mMongy.

It wans a mile race, and the minute
e barrler went up I knew my mouey
was burned up, Yellowstone-gol off
lengths. bohind the fleld—might juat
ns well have been left at the post.
He ran a eracking good roce and fin.
Ished fourth, but that did not spve
my “$200, T stlll had $150 In my
poeoket and was atanding In the ring
gnawing my mustache and snapping
my fingernalls in my disappolntmuent
when a man-about town whom I
knew came up and told me that Mioh-
igan Smith, the plunger, had sont
$1000 Into the ring to Le bet on the
favorite, which was then two to one.

“It looks like n clnech,” my friend
sald as he drifted away.

I dldn't hesitate a moment, but
elbowed my way Lo the nearest book
and handed over my romaining $1560,
The horse was benton a nose nfter a
furious drive. Everybody sald the
boy tossed the race away bY overs
confidence. It dldn’t make any dif-
feretce to me anyway, The books
hod that $300, which was all T eared
about,

As 1 turned back toward the bet-
ting ring cursing myselt for n fool,
I saw n fellow belng served with a
nioe, thick porterhouse in the res-
taurant, Then I remembeored my
lunch, Gee, I waas hungry, and |
didn"t the price of a cup of
coffes about me. On the first two
races 1 hnd lost all my money, even
including the $25 I had borrowed
to buy the boot. I hedn't bought
even a shave or a shine or a lunch
out of the money,

As [ “mosled” gloomlily sround the
ring the rest of the day and saw the
horses I would have bet on win right
down the line I trled to figure what
was the difference between myself
and the “sucker” who had glven up
the $700. The only differeance 1
could see was that I had the privilege
of betting my money before losing it,
while he had not,

I had to walk up from the ferry
that night for the lack of cariare,
but I was comforted somewhat by
the thought that Micky, my pal,
wounld lend $50 or even $100, and I
would be on my feet again. The
minute I saw him I knew It was all
off—that his money was gone, too.
Hls face was longer than anybody’s
In town. Before n word was sald
eiieh knew the other was “broke.*

“What did you lose yours on?" he
asked,

“Good things In the first two races.
Where did you dvop yours?"

“Poker game,” he answored. *I
wont up to where there was o big
game golng. They had been at it all
night, I lamped sround for a while
and saw that they were playing them
high and loose, Onpe {ellow in partie-
ular was blufing on every other hand
and standing ‘pat’ If anybody staved,
Then he'd shove in his whole plle
and make ‘em lay down. I stood be-
hind him and he did that a eouple of
time without & palr in bis hand, as T
could see, Bo I thought that 1'd eit
In and walt for him to try it again,
I bought checks for a hundred and
left the rest of the 3350 In front of
me. The first hand I plekod up thres
nces, Somebody opened the pot, I
just stayed to draw them on and the
bluffer ralsed us $50. We both saw
the raise and drew two.onrds aplece.
He stood pat, Knowing how the fel-
low had been bBluMng on the same
kind of a play my three aces lookoed
ke a cinch. We both passed and
he shoved in all he had in front of
hlm. The other fellow laid down
and I ealled him, putting in all the
money 1 had
“Three ances here,” 1 gald, and was
reaching for the pot, I wWas s0 sure of
it, but he showed down a small full
house and took the money, 1 left
the game minus my §$350 after play-
ing Just one hand,"

We were sllent for a while,
“Let's go out and rustle up dinner
money,” I sald at last, and wo went.
At the commencement of the pres-
ent raclng meeling at Oakland my
pal and T opened a “tipping” bureau.
Our Idea was that he would run the
“tipping™ game and I would pose
merely B8 a customer. In this way
I could hung around the office and
“frooxe” on to any likely looking
“suckers™ who appeared. His doals
lugs were 1o be strictly on the square
~that 18, he would sell & couple of
tips 8 dny and refund the buyer's
money, Y per agreement, I they did
not win, If I landed uny of the
ellents for a bunch of money I dld
it on the outslde and my pul eympas-
thized with thom, but told them he
only knew me as an occaslons] cus-
tomer.
The business prospered beyoad onr
hest hopes, Mlcky bhad all kinds of
luck In plcking the winners and by
advertising weo soon had an me of
nenrly $200 a day. In addition 1
stenred one of our clients into a poker
ame where he lost l’::;ﬂ. and tho
caught a
000, which he ha
: u':‘MF

hor

In every day. _

But It wasn't long before the (ida
turned. In the first place we struck
n lodiag streak with our tips and the
$200 a day dropped off untll we
scarcoly pald ofiee rent. Meanwhile
I wan dropping big wads of coln at
the track, 1 couldn't seem to plek
them right. One day 1 lost $4500.
On another 32800, My roll couldn't
stand that long, and on New Yeuar's
Day I took our Iast thousand over
to the track., 1 intended to Let ot
two horses—Firestone, which I knew
was likely to prove the best two-your-
old on the Const, and Proper, In the
New Yeur's Handleap. A horfseman
persunded me to stay off Pirestone,
which he gald was not ready to race,
and at the last moment I awltched
from Proper to Logletiiin. The lat-
ter was left at the post aud Proper
won

On the way baek that nlght I felt
nitural, 1 was broke. I've been
broke ever since, and the way things
look now I am likely to stay that way,
for the éasy marks are staving out of
my path, If there are any In town

Now, I atn an 01d hand at al] kinda
of gambling. I make my living hy
knowing more about that sort
thing than the man whose money 1
want, and yet I dquander all T make
In golng agalnst games In which my
money Isn't worth ten cents on the
dollar the moment I alt in,

Yonrs ngo T was talking with John
Condon, the bllnd racetranck magnate
of Chlcago, We were discusiing
gambling and the ehanves A man has
to win.

"*Well," sald Condon, “there’'s anly

other man has the percentage 1 loge

swer.—8an Franclsco Chraonicle,
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Although South Amerien has ahout
twice the arca of the United States,
it has only half the populatlon,

Life Insurance companies In Japan

are paying sixteen per cent, divi-
dends. In one of them the directors
got only $3100 feen for thelr year's
work,
Laneaster County, Pa., has twenty-
one Presbyterian clurches, and at
least three of the congregutions are
nlmost 200 yveuars old,

Wounded Elk, & tull-hlondad Sloux
misglonary, 18 organizing n revival
movement in New York Clty. He hos
n wonderful flow of simple oratory,
besldes & mnjestic presence,

historinns {5 to the effect thnat
most anelent elty I Damascus. There
Is no doubt about the faect that
Damnscus has the lotgest continuous
history of any city In the world,

the

Lord Breadalbane has more deer
on his estates than any landowner in
the Unfted Kingdom, and yet, when
he was Lord Steward, among his per-
Quisites wns n present of gl bucke
and gix does every year from the
roral herd,

The Tower of Babel, at
was composed of eight
erp, one upon the other, the plle he-
Ing 600 feet high., Dabylon was &
Bquare, fifteen miles on euch side, the
walls belng olghty-seven feet thich
and 370 f20t high.

Iabylion,
EQUAare row-

The English occupation of India
bogan with the wdministration of
Clive, In 1768. The present popula-
tlon of Indin is 240,000,000, The
English residents In Indin, c¢lvil and
milieary, number Joss than 100,000,
Porson was a great talker and p
man of immenas learning, and Car
I¥lo was not far behind him, but both
were handicapped by temperaments)
diMeulties. Perhaps the greatest and
most admirable all-round conversas
tHonallst was Lord Mumcaulay, with
Ollvar Wendell Holmes as o close soe-
ond,

Horseshoelng 1o veory anclent. Tt
I8 represented on a coln of Tarentum,
South Italy, sbout 200 B. C. Irop
and bronge horseshoes have been
found In tumull In France, Germany,
Belglum and Eogland. It s, of
ecourse, imposalble to deslgpate the
firét instance in which a bronze o!
iron horgeshoe was used,

To Encourngo Thrift.
A New York man has just patonted
o device for the encouragement of
thrift. It conulsts of a toy savings
bank with a clook attachment, The
clock 1s sel In the face of the Lank
dnd cannot bo wound unless a dime
is dropped In the glot. As winding
causey the dime to fall into the vault
and whe clock will run but twenty-

| mr“;tm stisek by Ne moss coversd
Ita mllu:'. rofrain nover made my heart

1
And n‘u:riy there wamn't & throb of ex

citement
In drawing a bucket for mother or dad.

But atill do 1 cherish in fond M
As memories sweet that I ever

nurned,
The pallinls of water T pationtly ea
For guenching the elophant s ml:L
thirel,

I'll bet that old Slerphius, hurd as the job

was,
Would suraly have filled the sieve up to
the brim
If enly, an ohjeot and guerdon of laber,
A weat ut the cirgus was given to him,

~MeLatdburglh Wilkon, in The Sur

let fall n few remarks
why ahe spoke to wuch broken
—Baltimore Ameriens,
Yeast—"What kind of men get the
| most enjoyment out of fishing?"

Crimsonbenk — *Why, liars, of
| course! "—Yonkers Btatesminn.

“I got iy eyes und npose full of
dust yesterday, and overy musele in

tonen? "™

| m¥ body aches.™ *“Long autv ride.
| eh?"™ “Nope. Daating rugs. "—Cleves
land Plain Denler.
A PPersian penman named Aziz

Rumnrled, 1 thisk 1 know my biz,

ar When 1 write my name on W,

one way to bent n gambling game, | It Aziz as in Anie .
Make the other fellow go agulnst | Cirolyn Wells, in Life.
your game. With me any time n “Do you faver any particular
man didn’t want to go agulnst my | fchool of musle?” asked the lady.
ganme these was no play.” | es, Indapd.” replied the young man
Shrewd old John Condon Wit the | Whe ves In n fint. "I favor the
nall on the head, As long as the | planlesi school."—Puck
“suckers” plany my gamo [ get t!m1 X wius thelr engagement
money., The momont I bedin to : madoe?’ “While they were salnging
gamble In any other game where an- | In the ehinreh cholr.™ “What was the

eause of thelr divorce?” “Singing In

my money the same as any other | the church cholr, “—Milwankee Ben
“sucker.” 1 know thig and yot 1 go | tincl

right on losing my momney. Why? |  are Newcome—"My husband has
There's o conundram, If I had $10+ | heen n collector of curlos and old
0e0 I'd give t all to know the an.

relics for o number of years: ™
Knox-—*Indegd! I have oftén won-
dered why he marrled you!"—Cht-
cago Dally News.

The man wore a badge with the
legend, “1 am an undesirabls clth
zen.” “Why go to the trouble of an.
nouncling 1t?" queried nn observer.
At this point the trouble begun.—
Phlladelphin Publlec Ledger,

The ladios stopped o little boy whose logs
ware brinv-scratched,
And langhad to see the novel way his little

Mre.

The consensus of opinion among | 4.,

pants wore patohed,

“Why dul they patch with white?" llmz
| makied.  *Why not with blue or red?
The woall boy scowleldl and touched the
spot. *That ain'c no pateh,™ he said

—Dallan News.
The Sclentist—"There Is every ren-
son to helleve that the anclents used
NMuminating gns, In fact, 1 once dug
up an article which 1 have no doubt
wis & primitive form of gas meter.®

The Houssholder—"Was [t stil)
| working?*—Judge.
“1 feel," he sald, as he iald the

morning newspaper aside, “that my
country hos oalled me!™ *Mike 20
take, dear,” wmald the wile.
1 only old Jones' blind mule
 for onts, He'll foed it direct-
Atlunta Constitution,
'‘Shopping by mall.” * quoted Mrs.
t, quoting from tho advertise-
In the paper “How ridicu-
T Why 807" inquired hdr hus-
“Why, how can you ‘shop' by
mell?  You ean only buy things by
mall. "—FPhlladeiphin Press
Jigley—"Wo¢ wero talking about
atiburban cottagss, and Subbubs re-
mnrked that the only thing they
evar dreamed of out his way in Bog-
hurst was Queen Anne.” Qltiman-—
“The 1d Is that the way he pro.
nounces it now?™  Jigley—*Pro-
nounces  what?™  Cltiman — “Quis
pine?"—Philadelphin Preas,

band,

[
]

Extiemos in Envelopes.

“That's the first (lme I over sold a
fingle envolope,” sald & vyoung woman
®t & big statlonor's store {n the city's
centre.  “I'vo alwuys sold them In
packoages, but that gentlemah came
In with a letter In hls hand and asked
for an envelope, and I sold Lim one
for a4 cent. [ {magine that's the
smnlicst sale that has beon mude in
this establishment since It opened.
The biggest 1 ever made happoned
to be In the euvelope lloe, tou., A
rather roughly dressod man cama In,
nsked to seo our envelopes and want-
od to know the price by the thoussnd.
I told him. Then he naked the price
by the milllon. I got the fgures
from our manager, who amiled ns he
guve them to me. Yet the man or.
dored o milllon envelopes and when
wo osked for relerence he sald he
would as llef pay the LAl an the spot
—which he dld from & roll -of yels
lowback notes about the slze of a
loaf of bread. We dallvered the ene
velopes, but haven't seen the pur-
chaser since."—Phlladelphia Record.

s e— —

Baues For the Gander,

Tho modern wile 18 beglnning to
artonish the modern husband.. A
man camo home at 3 a. my  He took
off Lis shoes on the front doorstep,
Then he unlocked the door and went
cautiously upstalrs on tUptoe, holdiug
his broath, But Ught was stréaming
through the keyhole of the bedroom
door. With a sigh he paused, Then
he opuned the door and entered. His

four hours without rowinding the
contrivance assures an acoumulation
of soventy conts a week. The theory

ls that the necessity of deposl a
dime every day will I%
in other volts at odd ~and

thus eutablish o habit of saving.—
Now York Sun. 4 ! =y

Altting up for moe. my desr,” he

wife' mtood Dby (he  burean, ful
dressed. 1 didn't expict you'd be

haven't boen " sho sald,
came In mysoll,"—New Voles,




