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vg.  But it is neverthe--

where in Moses, and the !
'lvl Psalms, m: wrxltlteél the
vy concerning Christ; that & erxp
,2;2 :q, given by msptratwm of God, and is
,,,qub é for doctrine, for repmof for aoryee- ;
som, snd for instruction in righteousness.
‘hat the wan of God may be perfect, thor-
furnished unto every good work.

And it is equally true that the great bus- |

iness of the winister isto preach the Word

Jfter the example of Christ himself, the

arent Preacher of the Gospel and of his

Apostles ; when in the instrustion of his

disciples, beginving at Moses and ali the

Prop-re?“ he expounded to them in oll the

Nerjptures the things concerping himself,
.u,d when they, preaching to their hearers
the Gospel of God, reasoned with them ous
of the Scriptures, opening sud alleging that
Christ must needs have suffered, and risen

| agaio from the dead, and that Jesus s Christ.
—~Luke xxiv: 21—‘-—44 Actg xvii: 2, 3.
And, without objecting to the common form
of preaching iu its place and measure, or
wishing to see our - ministers bound down
always to any ove form, we do not see how
they can fully preach the Word, and so in-
struct the people that they may understaud‘
the Seriptures, withont making their preach.-
ing, in some form, an exposition of the Serip-
tures in gourse, and in their proper oonnex-’
ion.

We osnnot but think thal: the general
neglect of n due use of the Word of God,
in these various vespeots, is at least, among
the chief causes of the state of i'ehgmn
which we lament.

2. A second cause of the defective and
unsatisfactory state of religion among us, we
think, ig to pe found in a general failure on
the parc of parents and of the Church, fally

h ends of prmd i

strue that every
shets, and the

cughly

to comprehend the gmczous provisions of | #i

God’s covenant with his people in_relation ; any
olir 0wn ‘sould; or in

lowed,‘iniquities sepatate between s snd
God, and eut us off from commusion “with
hint bitow an evil cofiscienoe, by the' gailt:

to their offspring; cleatly to recognize the
relation of their ohxldren, through this cove-
pant, to God in Christ Jesus, and:to; his-
Church ; and duly to embrace the promisés

of the covenant on. their behalf, and, by of
the agencies and means which .God. has or-. 'and,
wighty,
'evxl _passions 0 of t.he hear,t {—how unmomﬁed

dained, to train them up in the nuttnie of
the Lod.

God said to Abraham, « will estabhaﬁl
my covenant between-me and thee, and thy’
seed after thee in their generations, for an

everlasting covenant
and to th)g seed after thee.,” To his people,| prevent his blessing, ind entangle us-ngain %ﬁ ;:‘:ﬂ:‘;‘;‘iﬁ 3{’32’:‘?}?&; nf" :‘ﬁ?zg *:‘;:*i‘lf;l i‘;‘d ;‘;ks *?%ﬂt“l_l‘,;' ﬂwgbef,sgp alus
in ull times he says, ¢ The promise is. unto | in the snares.of thlskevﬂ,mﬂd,x and;of -our ‘all‘othr respeots, especially by-the elders of the |

you and to your, children.” ‘Ihrough, this. |

covenant the children of Giod’s people are | Ii

ies ofie of the chief - ciuses. why the- life -of

members of the Church, and, s such, sus- | it ' |
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faith to be embraced and pleaded: for-them ; |
and they are, from the first opening of, their:
faculties till mature ‘age,-to bé. duly,
gently, faithfally, daily’ mstmotad*
knowledge of Divine things, and trained up,
in the nurture and admonition of th¢ Tioxd.:
This duty God has made incumbent, first |-
upon parents, in reference to the’ ‘children.
whom he has given thém, then upon the,
pastors of his flock. All other teachers, if
lawfully used, are but helps to these.’ They
alone have opportunity in any due manner to.
discharge this duty ; theyalone are competent
to its adequate performance ; upon them God
hath laid it; of thew he will require it am
the great day of account ; and to it they ate
bound ky the obhgmons of ‘nature ‘and- of
grace, This is God's method of bringing
salvation to the children of his people. -~
Now, if Christian parents, and the pas-
tors, and the ohurches, everywhere, were to
olearly comprehend and recognize’ this
which is God’s ‘method of  bestowing: his

m the' B

were, with an intelligent, living, conﬁdmg,
assured i‘mh, to enterinto the am.ngements
and provisions of God's coveriant in behalf
of the little childven of the, kmgdo;n “of
heaven, to plead for them. its promisés, fnd

faithfally and daly.to fulfill'its obhganons
toward them, is it credible that it should be |-
the common case of these childrén that they
should coutinue tobe unregenerate, without.
Christ, and grow up, through childhood and:|
youth to years of manhood and ‘womanhidod,
not the children of God, but the children: of | ;
the Wicked One, of that OM Serpebt,
Devil and Satan? Is this credible?
the contrary, ought we not to expect that,
under these conditions, the origin of then' ;
spiritual life would follow oclose upon -thes
origin of their natural Iife; and that, safiti| :
fied from the womb, they would grow up, from’
the beginning of theu‘ days, the childrén of
God; 1o every permd of life, froni early
childhood toold age, bringing forth, in forms’
and in measure appropriate to tho ‘Sueoes:
give stages of their life, the frmts of the
Spirit, and furnishing in ' these thie evidence'
that they are mdeed the children of God?

Without presuming to usurp the préroga:’
tive of Grod, and to prenounce that they arg

unregenemte, because of .the want of satis-
factory evidence. that they are born of: God,
there is indeed great reason to fear that with'
multitudes; perhaps with the great majority’
of the children of -professed Christians, the’
aotual state of their case is’ widely different.
from that which we have hereindicated as what
their oase onght to be: . Itmaybe thata great.
majority of the children of professed Chris-,
tians do, in fact, remain unregenerate:in in.-
fancy and clnldhood and grow.up to.msture,
years, the children,.as they are by nqt‘m’-‘e, of;
disobedience and of wrath. - But we believe,
that this is not the normal. state.. of ﬂllngﬁ
ordained by God ; and that to- this’ abnormal.
departyre from and negleet of God ’s methiod
of conferring bis grace upon thé elildren 0
his people, is owing, in a large part;! tl}fe
want of a more full, sud symmetrical, and
perfect development . of Christian character
in those who make & professmn of godlmess,
and the instsbility, and inconsistencies, and"
asd disorders, and 1mperfeomons, in g0 many’
ways, of their religious life, .-

8. A third cause of the Jow stste of reliv
gion among us, we think it -can not be
doubted, is the want on- the part ‘of /Chris.

© tiaps, of due measure and kind of prayer to
God.

A consideration ol’ the place which prayer
holds in the epmtual Iife of Christians, pre-
cludes the supposition that they live prayer-
less lives. It may, however, be true—we,
think that there are few real Christians who

will not admit it.to be. true of themselves—,.
that there iy a great want of- constanay, per-
severance, and abounding inl'all prayer—
public, and social, and private-—a | failure to
watch unto nnd eontmue instant in. prayer.
- Still more is it true, that' there_has been
with us great want of due earnestuess and
importunity in praye:--the effectual fervent
prayer which prevails. with God. .Our
prayer has not been like that of Jacob, in
that memorable night when he Wrestled with
the Angel of the Covenant ll night long,
even until the morning, gaymg s ¢ ] will not
let thee go exoept thon bless me ;' and ob-
tained the new pame Israel, bee'n%!e he was
a pringe, and prevailed with God. It has
‘00t been like, that of the woman of*Canaan,

i

¥

lxgmn among 18, We think, is the want of a
perfectly sincere and full ;purpose of beart,
with godly gorrow for sin, contrition. of splnt?
and, deep humiliation, to put away from'
bil iniquity,, persoial and,. social; to purze
our ‘consciences from the guile of sini to
morhfy aittétly, 81l the remainder of eorrup:
tion ‘within"us’; and fally to'yleld oiiftelves
unto God ‘a8 thoae ‘who' are“ulive from ‘the
dead, to serve him in newness of life.

'us into eaptivity 7--how Yeserves.for sin'and,
‘for-the world. enervate our faith, ‘wesken all
to be a God unto thee | cur graces;

God s Tatiguishies in w4, and-the’ work of

what has been s
low state,of religion’ ndbg us,
oouses; of this state of declejision,

affect out-hentts with+a-deep ‘sense- of .our
vil condition-in this resyeot.

-every:
‘thede Byndds which ‘hasfallén: awayfmm»thnt
i
8ay,
the seven stars
eth in the midit of the'beven'golden'catdle- |
sticks’: '« Remember from whence~thom art
fallen, and repent ‘and do the first” worka.” :|.
To every lukewarm, secure, Worldly-mit
and varpal Christian and. Churoh, we would -

to.the, Ohuirch of the Laodmea.ns : 5‘ 1 Know
thy- works, sthat,thnn art neither cold Tiot hiot.
T would- thou:wert: cold “or. hot...
becsuse thou art lukewarm, and art-neither
.eold nor hot, . 1..will spew  thee; out, of .my’
grace on the children of his people; snd égnouth :Beoause thou sayest Iam rich, and
ing ;'and khiowést notithat thoti art wretohed,
and miserable, and poor, and” blind," and!
‘niked; I conusel thee.toibuy of me/gold.
i-tiied in'the fire; that ‘thoun mayest .bexich ;

eye: ealve, that: thou mayest see- ”-—Rev. ii:
5; iij: 15=-18. °

of religion is, & full ; | purpose "of heart, to put *

| away ftoxﬁ us sl mlqmty, personal and éomal, i

‘o segk, by’ tHe ‘oross of Christ, 4t*orlog® the | hit
he

‘of sin and the mqrtxﬁcatlon of sinin our

is our:reasonable service.

"l andin the history of the Chiireirih atl ages, :
_gttest the efficacy of prayerin gbtaitingthis
‘heavenly  gift.  -If, . then,
“this’ blessing; let-us apen-our-earato the call,

letieach one of us: say, % For.Zion’s. sake
-will:-I-not hdld my-peace, and for Je erusalem/d”’
-sake will I.not rest, until -the nghteonsness

“vation thereof ss, a lamp: that
Isn. Ixii; 1,6, 7..

mg, g
-_.of rehglpn, sugh aa ia to be. degired,

'tial Principlésof ‘thie huma

‘repulse, she said : ¢ Yea, Lord yet the dogs
eat of the erumhs which fall from their.
master’s table.” It has not been like that
. of Jesus himeelf, when in the days of his
' flesh he poured out his soul in prayers and
supplications, with strong - erying and ‘tears,
unto Him that was able to save him from
death, and was heard in that he feared. Is

"1t to be supposed, brethren, that if prayer,

guch 28 this, abounded thh us contioually
—prayer for ourselves, for preventing grace,
that we may bé képt: from - an evils heart of
unbelief in departing from the living God ;

from the power of temptation froin wﬂ:hout

and the dominion of indWelling #in within ;
+and for quickening grace, and the constant -
indwelling of the ‘Spitit, ‘thit we ‘may live

cious provisions in this bebalf, they would in the
exercise of n true, Iiving, and confiding faith,
dedicate their little ones to God, according to the
tenor of his covensnt with them and their seed,
pleading for them its prommes. and expecting the
{ulfllment of these promises in the baptism of the
Holy Ghost; and if, day by day, morning and
evening, along with the reading of the Soriptures,
the voice of psalms, and the offering of prayer,
iin sll their habitations, these children of the
covenant were diligently; faithfully, zeslously in-
structed in Divine things, .end thus all the fami-
lies of the Church were nurseries of Christian
knowledge and piety; ;3 3f this condition of things,
this gystem of agencies and means were once to
prevail, ‘it would be, throngh ail our churches,
:halh -bringing of a revival of religion, which
would not be as the morning clond and as the ear-
ly dew, which goeth away, but abide through
wmany generations, making the Chureh indeed as
the garden of the Lokd. -~ "

continually unto God';. and if there were
prayer such as this for onr brethren, and for
all men—is it-to.be supposed that, in such a |
oase, considering the strong la.nguage inwhich }

the Sariptures speak of God as the hearer of
prayer, there would exist the state of general -| said
declension. which we_behold? And,
sidering the very close and mtlmate con-
bexion between prayer and all other's exef- |
cises of spiritual life; afe'we niot authorized §
to’ conclude that car.want-"of spiritualipros; :
pehty is; 't
a due measyre and kind of’

n°great Pakt; ‘owing to the want ¢ of

frayer ?

. 4. A'fourth cause of 'the low state of’ re-

e

Need. we stop here to point out how incon-,
istent ig & state of. things such as. this. thh
‘high 'degree’ of: spiritual: prosperity : in
the Chureh-P=<how al

f1

n, ‘baré ‘aovesd t9 hith with donfidenice,
meddened by the" arrdws ‘of the 'Al-
becomes, the, instigator of all the

sin. gn the heart wats w;th grace, and bnngs

‘hinder our prayers,.provoke.(}od,

e\ndenaes of the

dofth
o & d of the

.«l. The-mean,.first m;ordqr,.,pgyh ,pa, ys 'to

+To -every backsliding Ghns aﬁ, and’ o |

Church - throughout . the , bounds..of '

ereunto’ it had before ‘attained; -we *would |
in thé Tanguage “of Him “that Joldéth ;
in his right band and’walk- -

1

mﬁed

addregs the words of tl;\e Tord of t.he ‘Chureh -

8o then, .

inefeased in'goods, and. have -need of.nmoth-

and ‘white raiment, *that - thon mayest. be
olofled, and th ‘shai ‘$hy, nakeduiess do

not appear ; and to° anoint "thine™ ‘eyes ‘with! |

2°A aeqond ‘mésn,of obtammg a révwal

pnrgaf.xon of 'our gondciences from guils

to-present ourdelves & fiving'sac:
, and acoeptable dnth God, whxcli

3. A third mean of obtammg a Tovival of
religion is -prayer; united, alncqre, earnest

prayer to.God. i T e

nstruetive on this pomt ja. the example
so often cited; of; the disciples of our Lord
during the days between his' ascension and
the day of Pentecost, when the Spirit was-

1

‘poured ottt from on high, and the Nefy Tes- 5
tament d,gspepsaﬁxon was, fully;
Ten thousand, times ten thonaan&gexamples ?ami

mé’

in the, exgenence of mdmdnal netmns i

we_would .obtain -

% Ye that make mention of the Lord; keel). )
not‘silénes, and give him:noiresty &ill'he eg+ *
tablish; ‘and tilb he.make Jerusalem:a praise 4
mhthe*earth'-” ind responsive.to this, eall,

"qn

thareof: go forth as. bnghtness, a‘?d the ;g:‘l:;»f
urge

3

;!
evxval
& 00D
formx&y to God’s method of brmgmg salva-
tion to the children of his people. T
“While the work'of God 'ifi the etonomy

race, by which he givés' salvation and:

\(;a
A A fom:q;h mean of qbl:

raee

of

thélehs p:’oeeeda in ‘donformiity to the “essen-
o' constitutioh and -
the analogies of nature. As the ‘period; of
ohildhood ‘aid'early youthiis:that in. which, -

are sown, charaeter is formed, and the course
of hfe is determined ; still more eminently’
true is all this of what belougs to the super:
natural and Spmtual l:fe, 3y 80, much a8 t.hP
obstacles and - hmdmnces,;fonmlgxx the alien-"
‘atich from the life of God:and ‘opposmon to:
l" spiritual good of ‘gur: fallen ‘natare, are
greawr in thié oase of ‘thig fotmution of Chris-
tian chaxnoter and the dxrectxon of
life: than;n the case of what i 15 m, ';ly L at.’
ural and belonging to this worldir -~ |
This, therefore, i8 8 mean of promoting true

not spesk i “ternis to0 strong snd urgent. If
everywhere parents, pastors, and chnrches; banish-
ing from their minds the vague and undefined, but
falge notion, alike contrary. to the natuye, genius
and spiyit, of , Christign !g

.God’s people are aliens ‘fro
 of Tefael, and strangers'Tror .tho’ dovenantsniofs
Pmm;ge, or st most hayesbut.a quasi citizenship
in the kingdom df heayen, would clearly compy

hend their true covenant relation to Christ, ;nd'
to @G3d in'him ; it enteFinFines this ‘Divine, cons -

m' the commonwealth

Who came to Jesus,on behalf of HEF dangh. -

ter, when wrging er ploa spiinar appareﬁt

"gm mnderstendibg 'and- W‘ﬂw»of its' gre-

{ Bpiritna
uvould yegult’ m the' formation ‘of’ Christinh { into the storehonse,
hracter, in te!fullness, ‘the depth;and the ricli- | mine’ house, ahd ‘prove me. herethh
08 of Christian experience, and the constancy,| Lord of hosts, if T will not’ open the -wind6we: of been: pluoodfunder‘ the careof the' l‘mheu,;who
{ stability; and fraitfulness of the Christian life, | hedvén'and pour ‘you:out & blessivg; that zhm
IR LI " Hif Al

an- gbundabt rewsrd in-alear, precise and definite
knowledge: of the orscles of God. . Bo.in respect served throughout “tho bounisic
to the. exposmon of. the Senpmres ftom the dayof fishng, huxmlmho

pulpit. peedy reuvmg of God's work.

ohtam in the ministrations "of “the pulpit, °

gxon, ‘which' we swould éarmetly ufge npon'ailour-
bréthren, aré)s return o, snd due observanoe of,.| ..
the :angiént :and ;Divinely, erdained. ordmaxme ofd. in

religions fasting; attention _by ail our people. tﬂa Beaver Gounhes ‘who ha.va ‘obtained Bibl s 1rom"
the Divins’ m;uncnon, “Let us consider one another, ’the P@nngy[yanm ‘Bible s;,m,,ty;:for
‘to provoke unto love and good works; not* for-!
‘spking the assembling-of-otrselves together ; but |
;exhortibg. dne;anothiy ; :and eo mugh the more:as:| Bibles ,donated ﬂby them,

Jepugi +.:
1 :Of-fhis gl‘ace ot’_.God 2
ig that which is furnished in . the gift. of

1 bave
110 the'eonfiderice we should have, that to8ll who
| eome unto God by Christ, he. will .gurely bestow

all.good. ..o He that spared not his own Son, but .
delivered him up for us aﬁ%ﬁﬂ‘lmﬁ
him &lsg frebly;,
32. Andin partwnlar, the Son of God’ himself |%
expressl: tanght hig disoiples the perfect readi-|
ness of
that seek thxs,heavenly “gift, of :
know"how' to give good gifts- unto. your ch].ldren, _ﬂm sgoxet,,“
howi;:nuch ‘Tore ghall’ybur heaveénly - Father give:

ated : ‘given gevewtrumpets:

'{hat e should offer it.with the prayers .of. all,

; Christ, the,Soh of God,, mhomhe Ligateth a,l!m 8 3 ,

& 'y,
etamal 1ité to sen, iy supernatoral and trans. =
‘enids BiI' miére natufal -opération, it never- digtinotion of tie N" “Méstament dipansation that -

" fbis the dispensation §¥:the fullness of times, nder

in natural things; the seeds of knowledge,,;

hnsmm ! m

religion, of ‘'wHode indispensable netessity Wo can -

.that the children of f

ofs gour cherohes; -anithated therain. By ‘the'encour-

Gt ot the kingdom of God, with an iqtelh-

W

oand eterna.l life.

from a fall, thorough, dlhgent faithful and hab- | sh
xtunl private study of the Scnptures, for the ends
for which they are given, cAn 1ot be over-estia- | t

. Wé ¢an not but think, too, that the general { r
adoption of. the ‘catechetical form. of instruction,.

0.

by

"Wa ean Hot forhear ‘to express diir bellef, that u;*

iving. orsgles |
of God in their proper.connenon, #hall more fally 1.

6. Qther maans ‘of Bbtammg w revival of reli-

e great eudence

hs Ben, |,
Y@1’« for,them, that théy inight not’ pérish but “ﬁ
iave etertial Tife. - The'Apostle stgues from this | 2

V to men

epresented ’
1. That this Letter be read’ biéfore th
for:all the people, by the.pastors, would be nf exX-: gm:iolis upon the first Sabbath after’its Teegption’
cellent nse as a mean of understandmg ‘the’ Scnpv ;
turel. ‘The ignorant who are ashamed or “anwill-
g to’ lea.rn, bat hot ashamed to rema.m 1gnoranv i topxcs mto 8
may dédline’ thils form of instruction, sd-suffer | day a8’ ;poss: le; an
{ha penalty of ignorance in & low state of religion pastoral’ vmﬂ(mon within theik’ re%‘péeﬁ
in their souls and their lives, and in great spir:
itual loss every way. 'But ‘they who ayail them- rectly upon the great topics; -conneotéd with the.
gelves of the’ ‘advantages of this method will have | reviving.of God’s work.. . : Ly ;
4. That the-third Thursday

Synods, Mi

It is difficult for us to enlarge our hearts and to
strengthen our faith, to embrace the exceeding
great promises of God’s Word. Accustomed to
see the people of God a little flock, and the whole
world lying in wickedness, we soaroce know how
to frame our thoughts to conceive of the condition
of things,
crowd the gates of God’s temple, Hocking s doves
to their windows ; when they shall all be righteous;
when they shall not say, overy one to his neighbor,
Konow the Lord ; beosuse they shall sll know him
from the least to the greatest. ‘We judge of the
| thinge which shall be from the things which Kave
been. We maks our sight the measure of otur fafth. .

Wheén'we stand in the valley of vision sud look
around upon men dead in sin, and are -asked,
“Can these bomes live?” we. scarcely..
faith even to say,  Loxrd, thou. knowest(” .
is the. arm of Jehovah shortened ? Is,
too hard for God? Know ye not what is'the ex- | -
ceeding greatness-of his power which ke wionght
&. A fitth mean of obtmnmg a revival of reli- | in Christ when he raiged him'from’ thedekd snd
* gion, such as.-we seck, is a.due use of the Word | sethim &t his own right hand in.the -heavenly
of God in the private study of the ‘Scriptures by | places ?. . He who is the resurrection and;the JJife
"} the members ‘of the ‘Church, in Catéchetical in-{ has. eaid, ¢ Thy dead men shall Ly
! gtruotion, and in the mxmstrations of the pulpir, | with my desd “body shall they:aris
e need not repeat here what has slready been | might, nor by power, but by m¥ Bp!rft, 'ssli;h the'| sistant.
of thé excelleacy. of the Divine Word and its | Lord.” - Are ye straitened in God.? - Are ye ot
oeon- ‘md:apensable necessity, a8 the principal mean of | straitened. in: youtselves ! Enlarge; yaur heatt.
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" Z erms of Tmt:pn per quarter:

it

iaer, of the “Ha. o v
. Wood& Co., o{ St Louis, ' Ttwi

O

ahled toisay, that itis in, ave_r);p

gmated 40 maké’s Réport:to. the: underugned by
o 1st, of Aptil next;;of the number an L value of
|7

of the

Townslnps or; clmrohe

"‘: gent. of Penns ivad

"Bér thé Prasbyterian Banner and: Ldvimﬁﬁi o

T of Westmorelan ‘Wa‘ﬁhxi‘g’con; =
Gonntles, please pixbhsh sthiesabove | .,
. l'e

"'p;emnmt
.| like magie
. h’e ‘gt

e 4o

sﬂed ‘propristy

nla.rlyN ‘
8 rec'é'ived, and

éa ¥
ho has used it w:ll1 hiasitutento vinite! with ,ns m

ORN,
Bl Soofley

ST ﬁ,‘G-&q}- 3

give us ull; things 2P<Romvili: {

3L b

5““@2;;&1“;11‘: —

¢ i din

“]lfsfmd ; myself

: men /d it tp othe

| “Wn‘

53
e

& Fathier o besfow his Spiritufiod them
Y1t ye, being b¥i,"
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“Hark! they whisper! sngeia soy,’

¢ Sister spirit, come away;’
Lend, lend your wings, I mount, I 4y,
O grave, where is thy victory ?

O death, where is thy sting 2”7

Digp—On January 11th, 1858, of pulmonary
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