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~ Romanist NEwspapers. — The Free-
man’s Journal claims 2 Romanist popula-
tion, in this country, of three to four mil-
Tions, with néne newspapers, and thirty thou-
sand subscribers to the whole. The estimate
of subscribers is probably large, but still it
must leave a large number destitute. It is
one paper to every one hundred or one hun-
“dred ‘and thirty-three persons.

Tallahassee Mission. _

We have a letter from Miss ‘M. H. Mc-
Kean, of this Mission, addressed to the chil-
dren; which they may expect to see next
week., Miss McKean speaks of the enjoy-
ment of much happiness, and  excellent
health, though from a deprivation of help,
ghe is ardently engaged “from ecarly dawn
till eight P. M.” She says, two young la-
dies could find ample employment, just now;
and asks if there‘are not some of the Chris-
tian sisters desirous of consecrating them-
selves to the work. C

As to qualifications, Miss McKean says,
in the words of the Secretaries of the Board,
“ None but persons of sound constitutions,
cheerful dispositions, and a willingness to
make saerifices for the sake of Christ and
their fellow-men, are regarded as suitable
persons for this work.” But, are there not
many such—many in whom are combined
all these qualifications ?

The health of the Institution, the past
Winter, has been without a parallel.

The Old Brick Church.

This venerable building is no more. The
congregation which long worshipped there,
and for many years under the ministry of
Dr. Gardiner Spring, having mainly removed
“up-town,”. the lot was sold, some months
ago, and the building was, last week, demol-
ished. The sanctuary of God must give
place to worldly business! The spot upon
which the old church. stood, is to sustain a
building for the New York Times.

One hundred and thirty years ago, Jona-
‘than Edwards declined = call to an infant
church of Presbyterians in New York, be-
cause, ‘‘on account” of the smallness of the
society, he did not think there was a rational
prospect: of answering the good end proposed,
by settling there asa minister.”” What a
mistake! Ninety years ago, the triangular
lot, the site of the Brick Church, was given
by the city to the congregation, because an
enterprise so far from the centre of business,
must peed aid. Now, what a change!
Business has advaneed to the site then so
distant from its centre, and driven the
church away. :

The congregation are engaged in building
a splendid edifice on Fifth Avenue; but the
“down-town” portion of the city, contain-
ing a more densely, crowded mass of human
beings than ever, is being abandoned by the
churches, and left destitute of the means of
grace. - Something is wrong. The' contem-
plation is melancholy.

Revivals,
Earpviiie Inn.—We last week noted
from an exchange, the revival at this place.
We have since received a letter from the
pastor, Mr. Ustick, which speaks of a few
persons still inquiring, and acknowledges the
help received from brethren Henderson and
Fleming. The church was organized by the
latter, a few years ago.
Warre  Warer, INp.—Sjixteen persons
were lately received to the communion of the

t

Church ; of whom fourteen were students in |

the Academy. Thechurch is ministered to by
Rev. David Monfort, and has received forty-
four additions during the year.

Fouron, Mo., ‘the seat of Westminster
College, still enjoys ' reviving influences.
The work commenced on the ‘day of prayer
for youth.’ Sixty-six have joined in com-
munion ; others were anxiously inquiring,
and a deep seriousness pervaded the commu-
nity. C

CorTLAND, ALABAMA.—A correspondent
of the Presbyterian says: “The Presbyte-
rian church in this place has been graciously
revived—God's people have been made to
rejoice, and hardened sinners have been
humblgd ; -such ag were never known to
weep before, have been made to cry out,
‘Men and brethren, what shall we do?
A number have been received inte  the
charch.” '

New YOoRE.—The Times says: “In the
Colored Presbyterian, (0. 8.) church, wor-’
shipping at the Chapel in Seventh Avenue,
“above Eleventh Street, Rev. Henry M. Wii.
son, pastor, a revival is in progress. On the
1st of March, sixteen were admitted to the
church on profession of faith; ten others
have been .examined and approved by the
Session ;- and ‘many othiers are under serious
impressions.”

Danviiie, Kv.—Religious interest was
awakened 6n the Day of Prayer for Colleges,
and many inquirers have since presented
themselves to the Methodist and Presbyte-
rian churches,

“Coviveron, Ky.—The - pastor, Rev. J.
M. Worzall, writes to- the Presbyterian
Herald, giving a most interesting account of
a revival ‘in’ Covington. Thirty:three new
comnitnicants had béen réceived.

More Elucidation Relative to the Status
of Infants,

The subject of infant membership in the

Church of Jesus Christ, and the duty of the -
Church toward those infants as they grow

up to manhood, is so vastly important, that

Christisns will not think it amiss if we give

it much space in our columns, And even

if some things should be irrelevant, a little

chaff among the wheat, they will excercise

their own powers in making a separation,

rather than be deprived of a much needed
means of benefit. o

. The Princeton Review, whose article has
called forth so much discussion, occupies a.
position giving it immense power in our
Church. - Its friends must, therefore, not
think strange, if, among PRESBYTERIANS,
there should be much watchfulness, and
some freedom of speech; in regard to its ut-
terances; or even if there should be some

'] ealling for explanations, they must not com-

plain.  They would, themselves, abhor the
thought of its dicta being taken for doctrines;
and they must hence not be too sensitive
under a remark of inquiry. We know that
they regard the Review as speaking to a
people who have s right to investigate, and
who are disposed to exereise that right.
We are, therefore, always pleased to hear
them, and disposed to respond in a fraternal
spirit. - : :
Just after going to press Jast week we re-
ceived an article, sustaining the position of
the Keview. It was written previously to
the appearance of A. B.’s second number,’
and without a knowledge of our own remarks
on the subject. We give a few extracts
which are regarded by the writer as still in
point: :

1. Onp. 21, as immediately introductory to, and
explanatory of, pages 22, 28, of . the article, from:
which A. B. extracts the words ¢ presumptive,”
¢ presumption,’” &e., the writer, for the avowed
purpose of *¢precluding miscenst.uction in any
quarter,” affirms it 10 be taught in our Standards,
us previously quoted by him, and *in the Word
of God,” ¢ that the grace thus signed and sealed
by the sacraments, is not tied o them, either as to
the persons on whom, or the time when it is bestowed ;
thac there may be troe believers who receive the
grace without its sacramental seals, while many
unbelievers receive the outward rite without the
thing signified; * * ¥ and with regard to
baptism, even in cases wherethe gift sealed is bestow-
ed, it may be before or after the administration of the
rite.””  The writer, then, with scrupulous care, 'as
he proceeds to the following pages, which contain
A. B.’s most telling excerpts, adds, * keeping this
in view,” thus declaring most emphatically, that
what follows is uttered in a sense conformable to
these statements, and in no other. . :

2. Wherever the * presumption” in questionis
spoken of, it is almost invariably in the same
sentence, always in the immediate ¢ontext, ex-
plicitly -qualified, 8o as to indicate something
quite short of positive and decided conviction in
reference to each particulsr case, until further -
evidence of membership in the Church invisible,
shall be afforded. Itis, on A. B.’s showing, de-
soribed as a presumption liable to be dispelled,
and in experience often, in fact, dispelled ; a pre-
sumption, even in the strongest forms of isolated
statement quoted by him, not absolute, but
limited to certain purposes. : .

8. In the suhsequent tnfolding of the writer's
view, with reference to its practical applications,.
the same thing appears that he constantly repre-
sents, that the bestowment of the grace sealed in
baptism, and the consequent realizing of the pre-
sumption in question, depends largely on parental
fidelity ; and that, even in case of such fdelity,
some baptized children may come short of this
grace, *‘because’” God hath not divested himself
of his own sovereignty herein; that- there is no
access to heaven but by spiritual regeneration.

4. A. B. says, “we are willing to take high
views of infant church-membership, that they are
children of the Church, and with parental fidelity
may be expected certainly to become the children
of God. We are willing to hold, that in their
minority they are regarded and treated in their
parents; and that where they die in infancy they
are saved in the covenant relation,” This avows
all (with, perhaps, s single exception yet to bé
adverted to) that is involved in the ¢ presump-
tion” of the Repertory. % % % % What the
writer in the Reperfory signifies in repeated:
passages to be the great truth he is laboring to
establish, is that the stafus of the baptized is such
that it is alone congruous ¢o his position * to live,
and feel, and act a8 a child of God ;” and that by
any other course, he is recrsant to that position,
in a senss in which other children are not; just
a8 those professors who lead an irreligious life,
are recreant to their position in a senss  in which
other irreligious persons are not; and that, if
faithfolly trained. on this ¢ supposition,” the
amount of baptized apostacy would doubtless be
much diminished. This view is' thus expressed
jmmediately after the guotation from Dr. Watis.
#:Onr Standards surely set forth nothing less
than this; they direct that baplized children ba
taught and trained to believe, feel, act, and live
a8 becomes those who are the Lord’s; not merely -
that iv is wrong and perilous to be, and do, other-
wise, which is true of all, whether within or with-
out the Church, but that such a course is incon-
sistent with their position as members of the
Church, placed in it by the mercy of God, and
“bound to his service by vows made for them by
their parents, whose duty and privilege it was,
thus to act for them; and give them a place.
among the people of God, until they become com-
petent in their own pereons, and of their own
choice either to retain or renounce it. The case
is precisely analogous to that of adult professors
and non-professors. Al are bound to obey Christ
on pain of perdition, But who doey not admit a
speciality in the professor’s obligation, and 2
flagrant breach of the proprieties of his position,
if he be recreant to it ”—p. 23,

Drs. Miller, Richards, and Romeyn, ina report to
the General Assembly, in 1812, say of children:
¢ Their relation to the Church as baptized chil-
dren, oughtto be sedulously impressed upon their
minds, as also their consequent obligation to walk.
In newness of .life, and their subjection to the -
spiritual uuthority which Christ hath established
in his Church. - From the first dawnings of reason,
they ought to be taught to consider therselves as
THE LORD’S OHILDREN, solemnly dedioated t6 him,
and bound to glorify him in soul and body.”

6. A. B, finds fault with the Review for arguing ,
from the word * holy,” as applied to the children
of believers in the Seripture, and thence made a
ground of their baptism, a presumption of their
being, or becoming, holy sooner or later, which
presumption is constantly explained as consistent
with the fact, that with many it may prove other-
wise. On this point, I refer him to the Larger
Catechism, answer 177, in which this passage
(1. Cor. vii: 14,) is quoted in support of the
proposition, that baptism is ¢ a sign and seal of
our regeneration, and ingrafting into Christ, and
that even to infants.” Is this mera ** federal
holinees,” as A. B. contends, in the gense of some.
thing less than presumptive - or real. holiness,
which presumption, with regard, to some, will
prove true, and with regard to others, will not be
realized? He further asks, is not the tendency of
this scheme to lead to the inference, ¢ we have
Abraham to our father?”’ The Jews and other
formalists bave thus perverted the promise of
God to his people and their seed.” So every truth
of orthodoxy is perverted by the wicked and un-
believing. If not improved to be a savor of life,
it is a savor.of death unto death. This liability
exists on A. B.’s theory, that the children of the
pious, rightly trained, ** may certainly be expect.
ed” to become piocus, and on almost any theory
that attributes nny virtue whatever to the eov-
enant. But it does not legitimately exist where all
are thoroughly taught, that without the new
birth, without experimental religion, evinced in
faith, love, and holy living, none, of years ade-
quate to these things, can enter heaven. Because
s0me sbuse this, or any other truth, is no good

reason why others should be forbidden to beliave,
love, and obey it.

. We have also, from a sonrce entitled to
respect, the following : , :
REFORMED PEDOBAPTIST THEOLOGY.

. Mz, Eprror :—The language in the Princeton
Review which has.bee_n the subject of strictures in
your columns, as if it were strange, and sigpificant
of confusion of mind, of something worse, was
familiar in the SBtandard Reformed Theology.
Observe the following from Vitringa on Infant
Baptism. - In-his observations on 1. Cor. vii: 14,
after refuting the notion of a mere outward fed-

eral sanctity, different from that promiged in the
covenant of grace, he says: * This is frst to be
observed, that the Apostle did not intend that all
children born of believers are really partakers of
the Spirit, and by him ingrafted inio the body of
Christ. No promise of such a prerogative has
been made to believing parents. Events every
day prove the coutrary.” He then gives the fol-
lowing summation of his doctrine : :
¢“What shall we say then? This, indeed,
which seems the simplest of all views of thg sub-
ject, 'That the infants of belioving parents are,
therefore, called holy, because we justly enter-
tain the presumption, (JUSTE PRESUMINUS,) from
the law of cherity, that they are sanctified by the
Holy Spirit. For when God hath begun to dis-
pluy his grace to either parent, it'is not right 10
presume (presumere) otberwise than that he will
afford the same grace to their infasts, so long as
the contrary does not appear.. (Tuamdiv nobis
non liguet contrarium,”’ .

We will now cite the celebrated Witsius. After
setting forth that the covenant does not ensure
the election, or salvation, of all children of be-
lievers, as Scripture and all experience proves, he
gives this deliverance: < Nevertheless God war-
rauts this degree of confidence in pious parents,
that it is lawful for them to look upon their in-
faut offspring as children of God by the adoption
of grace, until, being'more advanced in life, they
develop themseclves by indications to the contrary,
(contrariis indiciis se prodant ;) so that they may
feol at ease with regard to their children dying
in infancy, not less than Abraham and Isaac of
old. "And this, I think, Paul meant when he
wrote 1, Cor. vii: 147 . :

Much more the like might be quoted from
these and other standard orthodox Divines. Upon
which it is pertinent to remark : .

First. They differ from the reviewer in appa-
rently referring the presumptive regeneration of
infants more largely and exclusively to the period
of infancy, than he, . .

Second. They present in the strongest form,
both as to ideaand expression, that which has given
rise to aM the charges sgainst the Review; from
the high key of Pelagianism ‘down to the dying
note of well meant, but poorly execufed, design.

Third, . It is perfectiy proper for such as see
good cause, to dissent from, and reason against,
these, or any other Yiews of uninspired men.
But it requires conmsiderable courage, (to say
nothing of PrEsUMPTION,) and 2 very command-
ing stand-point, to warrant ope in sayisg that
they denied native sinfulness, or any other Cal-

opinions; or that they wrote like men who did

not know what they were about. :
Fourth, 1f there is any mode of fairly recon-
ciling all parts of our Standards with any theory
radiecally (I do not.say circumstantially,) different
from this, it has not fallen in my way. And I
may say the same of the great symbols and bodies
of Divinity of the Reformed Charches.
- OBSERVER.

Within a few minutes of the receipt of
the above, thiére arrived the following, from
“A.B.” We present all together, because
‘we think that the parties, becoming thus
asquainted, will regard each other as *“good
men .and true;” and if they should ever
have a personal acquaintance, it will be
with a full confidence in each other’s ortho-
doxy, and with an attachment the more
ready and the more strong, for this discuss
gion :

Mr.Eprror:—The “Explanation” last week of the
respected, but unknown author, whose articlesin
the Princeton Keview, on Infant Membership, has
been called in question, might give theimpression,
that the whole question is redueed to an unim-
portant word. With all deference, this is not my
view of it, I would, therefore, beg to refer to
the positions taken in the Beview, as I understand
them, on the Status of the children of believers,
and which the Explanation dees not recall nor
Jjustify. !

First. That, besides being born members of the
visiBLE Church, 28 we have always held, s they
presumptively are, (and) or will prove themselves
to be, members of the ixvisiBLe Church.”

Second. That, (as the author’d last explanation
words it, and as he, therefore, fully’ admits and
maintaing;) their membership in the visible
Church 4s BASED ON this presumption of their mem-
bersbip in the invisible Church.

why we baptize them, is grounded on'this same pre.
sumption of their membership in the invisible
Church. And so it is‘maintained. )

Fourth, That, accordingly, the status of iofants
of believers is the same with that of adult profes-
sors ; they are baptized, because of this charita
ble judgment, br presumption, that they are mem-
bers of the invisible Church,

Fifth. That, accordingly, the nataral seed of
believers are, all of them, presumptively. ¢ e
real children of God,” (regenerate or elect,) and
80 they are to be held till they show the eontrary.

I ask, then, : e

1. ‘Whether this is as clear as the author main-

ins.

2. Whether this doctrine does not confound the
visible Church with theinvisible Churek, as al-
ready suggested. :

3. Whether infant baptism, (or circumgigion,
the corresponding seal of - the same covenant,)
was given to be administered on the basis of this
presamption, that the children of believers *“ are,
or will prove themselves to be,” the spiritual
children of God.

Was not circumcision expressly extended to
mapy children who were ‘nov of Abraham’s
seed,” but who were providentially brought into
the outward membership of the Church, and
ranked with God’s visible people? And werenot
even the sons of Ishmael circumecised, though net
of the covenanted seed? And are we not, also,
charged by ocur Church, to have the children of
unbelievers, who are placed under our care and
control, baptized? Ig this, also, on the presump-
tion that they are members of the invisible
Church, or rather, because they are members of
the visible Church ? I haveall along credited the
Reviewer with putting forth the true theory in
many places ; but elsewhere he is obscure.

Very little exception could be taken to the ex:
planatory statements of the Reviewer in the Ban-
nér and Advocate of last week.  The presumption
that the children of believers ARE regenerate
members, is construed to mean the presumption
that, in case of thelr dying in infancy, they will be
regenerated before death; and the alternative pre-
sumption (that they will be regenerated in after
life, if not in infancy,).is- construed to mean the
HoPE We may entertain that they will be. With
this I am fully satisfied. I would rather say
there is a certainty in the former case, and not
merely o presumption or probability.

But this:is different from attaching the pre-
sumption fo the children of believers as a cLass,
and equally, as we apply baptism to all. -
The Beviewer doubtless holds precious truth,
I would not go & whit behind him in his valaation
of the household feature in God’s covenant, DBut
I have judged that certain forms of expression
were likely to mislead, and I beg him to consider
that the eriticism séeks not Jum, dut his. The.
‘“presumption,” he now. speaks of as ¢ hope.”
The stronger presumption, I would say, is rather
that all the children of believers, As. such, are
not members of the Invisible Church. This pre-
sumption is every way warranted by the facts, as
the contrary presumption is not, But our pa-
rental faith shouid—as the respected Reviewer
very justly holds—plant itself upon God’s house~
boid plan aud covenant, in exch particular case,
and in the faithful use of all the appointed means,
oend in a believing application of the outward
seal, faith may and should expect the blessing—
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of
the will of man, dut of God. Let Christian
parents comsider this. Let our Church also
awake to the importance of hercharge; let her
care for these lambs of the flock, instruct them,
admonish them, and charge them with their sa-
cred, gracious obligations, that,' by. grace in
Christ Jesus, - they may become members of the.
Chureh Invisible. - A B.

As we ‘read the Review, and the ar-
ticles of “A. B.” we perceive mo
important difference. Their  theories - of
the Church may be slightly different;
but each holds, firmly, to God’s house.
hold plan and covenant, and to the
seal of the covenant. Kach teaches the
lost state of the infant, by nature, and the
indispensable necessity of regemeration by
the Spirit. Both would urge, upon parents
and the Church, the diligent use of all
God's appointed means of grace, trainiug
up the children in the nurture gnd admoni-
tion of the Lord. Both press upon every
baptized youth, as really as upon others, that
they “must be born again ’—must have a
personal faith and repentance, and a holy

vinistic doctrine ; that they were contradictory,.
confused, uncertain, and vacillating in their-

Dhird. That their right to bapiism, and the reason

life, and the adornments of grace.

We do not see that there is need of fur-
ther discussion as to what the Reviewer
really meant; but there is need, immence
necd, «f farther incitements, to stir up
parents and the Church to the timely and |
full disckarge of their duties toward their
children. Will not the Review, and, the
Reviewer, and “A. B.;”” and otheis, help
us in this line. We should be glad to have
mapy pointed, awakening and instructive
articles in this direction. :

" Westminster College.

This Institution owes its origin to the
Synod of Missouri, and must thence, mainly,
derive its sustenance. 1t is located at Ful-
ton, in Callaway County, and has been in
existence about five years. The situation is
represented as being very favorable ; bubits.
progress, hitherto, has not. been remarkably
rapid. It seems; however, to be fixed on a
firm basis, and promises a healthful growth,
only that its friends shall not become weary
in well-doing, and that those who should be
its friends 'will prove themselves such by
liberal deeds. '

Presbyterians are not very numerous, and
some of them, not very wealthy, in Missouri.
Bat they need s College ; and an Eeclesias-
tical College seems to ‘be their only hope.
In the Atlantio section of the country, we
can’ hardly’ appreviate the need felt in the
West, of Presbyterial and Syhgdical-efforts
in the promotion of literature. Here,at-an
early day, Presbyterianism was comparatively
strong; and State institutions were intrusted
'to our management. There, things are very
different. ~ Presbyterians are in a minority.
Christians who hold to Calvinistic and Kvan-
gelical sentiments; and who should hence
unite in building up and sustaining Colleges,

tion for themselvqé; Sectarianism and infi-
delity prevent the*States from doing any
thing for a sanctified literature. A result
must be, for a long while, feeble institutions ;
and to have even these, will require the
whole force of a- Church. This ‘shows the
necessity, if we would have any thing good,
of Eeclesiasticism in our Academies and
Colleges. Oaly by means of our Church
Courts, can we have concentrated denomina-
tional effort. s '

We have beforc us an .Address of Rev.
S. 8. Taws, the President of Westminster,
which ably presents the.condition, wants,
and prospeots of the'dollege. ‘We trust that
his pleadings will not be in vain,

The College possesses twenty acres of land,
‘with buildings of some value. There are
about $30,000 invested. Dr. Wayland offers
$20,000 more; on condition of others giving
$20,000. To securé Dr. Wayland’s offer,
and providesome needful things, and raise the
endowment to an estimated fullness, would
require $75,000. This amount the Trustees
are exceedingly desirous fo raise.- :

There wére in attendance, last January,
one ‘hundred and forty students.  This is
truly encouraging. Surely, with such indi-
catinng of need, the College endowment will
be completed.- ety

- Ministers Deceased, |
‘Rev: Evizur Butiee, M. D, formerly
Missionary to the Cherokees in Georgia, and
who was there imprisoned for his fidelity to
their interests, but released by the United

the 4th of February, aged sixty-one years.
Rev. RopErt CAMERON, the Stated Sup-
ply of the church in Princeville, Illinois,
departed this, life at his residence in that
place, on ‘the 12th of February.. He was
about sixty-seven years of age, and had la-
bored in the ministry forty-seven years.

.Rev. Carvin Corron, known as the wri-
ter of the Junius Tracts, died récently at
Savannah, Ga., whither he had gone in pur-
suit of health.” He was 2 gentleman . of
highly respectable character, and a writer of
much ability.

Rev. Wn. D. Parsiey, o ¢ venerable and
beloved man of God;” says the Central
Presbytérian, “ departed this life in Greens-
borough, N. C., on the 10th inst., in the
87th year of his age, and the 68d of his
ministry. “His long life, devoted to the
cause of Chyist, had a sweet and gentle
close.” c ’

v

_ Efforts in Kansas.
Tt is always a symptom for good when
people are disposed, earnestly, - to help
themselves. ~ 'We were, therefore, much
gratified to receive a letter from Indian City,
Kansas Territory, informing us of the exist-
ence of -a, Charitable Society in that place,
for the purpose of educating the poor, and
also the Indians in the region. It speaks of
the Indians as“advancing encouragingly in
civilization.  In . the school of the Tribe,
there were forty-seven scholars. . Five school
houses and two '(:_hiirches had been built in
the' village and - neighborhdod, within the
last year. The citizens are principally from
Pennsylvania and Ohio.  Books_are bought
and circulated by the Society mamed. La-
bors of this kind, though the laborers be
few and their means small, are productive of
large harvests.  First settlers give character
to a place, oftentimes, for generations.

Third Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh.
On Sabbath last, Dr. Riddle preached hs
farewell sermon to the people of his charge.
He goes, a8 we noted some time ago, to a |
Reformed Dutch chureh, in Jersey City.
The members of the congregation here,
part with  Dr. Riddle with great re.
luctance ; and they do themselvesan honor,
while they show a just appreciation of their
pastor’s worth, in their manifestation. of
deep interest in his welfare. Calls, and
companies, and commendations, and resolu-
tions, do not compreliend all they have to
give. DMany substantial tokens arve added.
Among:t these, and we are told that they
are many, we ruay mention one—a thousand
dollar bank note, presented as the voluntary
offering of individuals. May they £oon
have another of Christ’s servants as their
minister, equally faithful, able, and success-

called to a different apartment.in the house- |
bod. - o

are much disposed: to act, each denomina--

States' Court, died ‘at Van Buren, Ark., on |-

ful in his work, as the ome who is now | dained anevangelist.

The American Tract Society.
The Committee, appointed last year, to in-
vestigate the affairs of this institution, met

days’ segsion, adjourned till April 21st. A
Sub-Committee was appointed to prepate the
business. The members present were Hon.
Theodore Frelinghuysen, Judge dJessup,
Drs, Albert Barnes, Dewitt, Mcleod, Be-
dell, Smucker,” Hawes, and Palmer, and
James Donaldson, Esq. The Sub-Commit-
tee consists of Drs. Dewitt, McLeod, and

list. They are to report in time for the May
anniversary. :

~

Superannuated and Disabled Ministers’
. Fund. » "

The Committee appointed by the last As-
sembly, on the highly important subject of a
Scheme by which adequate. provision shall
be made for God’s ministers, in their decline
of life, issue the following -Crrourar. It
will doubtless elicit the deep interest of the
brethren of the churches:

: Cincrnxary, Mareh 6, 1857.

Sir At the last meeting of the General As.
sembly of the Presbyterian Church, (0. 8.,) the
propriety of a farther effort to secure an ade-
quate provision for the superannuated snd dis-
abled ministers of the Church, and the widows
and children of such as are in indigent eireum-
stances, wag fally discussed. The result was a
decided expression in favor of such actiom, in-
cluding en affirmance of the resolutions of the
Assembly of 1849, on that subject, And the
undersigned were appointed a Committee ** to
(digest and report to the next General Assembly,
‘s scheme for future operations.” =~

To discharge efficiently the trust committed to
them, the Committes deem it; important to pro-
cure guthentic information on the points indica-
ted in the inguiries which follow, to which they
respectfully request replies: .

1. Are there any superannuated or disabled
ministers in your Preshytery, or any widows er
children of deceased ministers, requiring pe-
capiary aid for their suppoert; and, if any, what
is the number of each ?

2. In the cases of want or destitution, em-
braced in the foregoing inquiry, please state the
cause, or causes, which produced it, if known,
with sach facts and-circumstances attending ench
case 25 you deem interesting or important.

8. Has your Preshytery, or the Synod to
which it belongs, made any, and; if any, what
provigion for the cases above designated?

4. What number of ministers in your Presby-
tery are engaged in secular employments, in ad-
dition to their ministerial duties; and, in such
cases, what has led {o that result?

6. Isit probable, in your judgment, that the
winisters and churches in your Presbytery will
co-operate in carrying out such plan as may be
recommended by the Assembly, for raising a fand,
the proceeds of which shall ‘be irrevocably
pledged to the purposes before indicated ?

6. What would pe the probable sum, annuslly

Jjust claims of these comprehended in the first
inquiry ? ’
7. - What proportion of the ministers, in your
Presbytery, have resorted to Life Insurances, or.
the purchase of Annuities, as .a provision for
their families; and, in this connexion, please
state whether there are any consideradble number
of your ministers who have eonscientious scruples
a8 to the rightfuiness of Life Insurances for the
purpose stated ? o

8. What is the reason,. g0 far as you know,
why ministers have not more generally availed
themselves of the benefits afforded by the corpo-
ration at Philadelphin, for the relief of destitute
ministers, and. the widows and .children of de-
ceased ministers ? - B

To insure prompt and suthentic answers {o the
foregoing inquiries, the nndersigned respectfully
suggest the propriety of presenting this Circular
to your Presbytery, at their first meeting, and of
its reference to & Committee of that body, through
which the desired informiation may be speedily
procured, and immediately transmitted.

It is important that the replies to this Circular
should be in the possession of the Committee at
least as early as the 15th of April next.

may be addressed to the Chairman.

H. H. Leavirr, (Chairman,) Cincinnati, 0. -
E. P. Rogers, Albany, N. Y.

Dawier Lorp, New York City.

Isaac D. JoNes, Princess Anp; Md.

Taodas C. Prrrivg, Abbeville, C. H., 8. C.

For the Presbyterian Banner and Advocats,

Church of Cherry Tree.-Digsolution.

In pursuance of previous notice, 2 meeting of
the Presbyterian congregation of Cherry Tree
was held February 22d,-A. D. 1857, and the fol-
lowing preamble and resolutions were adopted by
a unanimous vote : .

Warreas, Our beloved pastor, the Rev. John
Moore, bas, gn 8 recent occasion, intimated from
the pulpit his wish to change his field of minis-
terial labor, and has also tendered to the congre-
gation his resignation. of ‘the pastoral relation;
and whereas it is now fully understood to be his
earnest desire and purpose to prozecute the same

 to its issue; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That while we very deéply regret this

decision’ of our beloved pastor, and deplore the
loss, we are about to sugtain by his removal from
us, still, we know no abatement of our confidence
in, and affection for him, continuing, as ever, to
esteemn him ¢ very highly in love for His work’s
sake.” And inssmuch as his reasons for the
separation gare satisfactory to his own mind, we
feel not in the least to .complaid, but rather to
cherish & lasting\gratitude for all the kind ser-
vices he bas rendered us. .
Resolved, That though depressed in view of the
separation which we now consider inevitable, we
are nevertheless happy in being able to record
our grateful testimony: that uninterrupted har-
mony, confidence, and sffection, have charagter-
ized all the intercourse between pastor and people
during his whole sojourn with us, now upwards
of four years. ‘ : .

ZResolved, ihat this congregation desire espe-
ciully to express to Presbytery our sincera-and
affectionate regard for our beloved.pastor, our
high appreciation of his ministerial talents and
character, and his untiring energy, industry, and
fidelity, 'in all that he undertakes. And while
we very ‘sensibly feel our lozs, and deplore the
necessity that imposes it} wé. would ‘nevertheless
cbeerfully submit to The wishes of our pastor and
the order of Presbytery in the premises.

Resolved, That our Sessional delegate to the
next meeting of Presbytéry, ishereby requested
and appoisted to carry up this paper, and to rep-
regent to that body the wishes and circumstances
of the congregation, :

Geonge Gamsre, Chairman.
E. B. Camp, Secretar?, .

For the Presbyterian Ba nner: gnd Advoeate.
Webster’s Church History.

Mz. Epiror:—As the History of the Presby-
terian Church, by the late Rev. R. Webster, will
probably be issued about the Jast of this month,
the present may be a favorable time to ask the
publicetion of the action of the SBecond Presby-
tery of Philadelphia in yeference to it, which has
been delayed for reagons which it is not'necessary
to mention. The following is a correct copy of
the minute : -

members, ministers, and elders, to take sush ze-
tion in their respective congregations as, in their
judgment, will best secure & wide circulation of
the Church History prepared by the late Rev. R.
Webster, and now in course of publication by Mr.
Joseph M. Wilson, of Philadelphia.”* o
Very respectfully yours,
Jacos Brivinie, Stated Clerk
of the Second Presbytery of Philadelphia.

Hartsville, March 17, 1857, .

For the Presbyterian Banner and Advocate,
Dane Presbytery.

" At a meeting of Dane Presbytery, called by the
Moderator, Mr. Samuel’ Holmes, formerly of
Union Theological Seminary, was licensed to
preach the Gospel, : i
- Also, by the Presbytery of-Daue, on the 11th
day of November last, Mr: V. L. Gwin, from the
Presbytery of Mechlenburg, was ordained and in-
stalled over thé church of Madison, Wisconsin,
Mr. Gwin's prospects sre ‘of the most flattering
kind. He has a wide field, and s willing heart to
labor in it. o .
Also, at the same time and place, Mr, Jacob
Sehwartz, from the Presbytery of Cedar, was or-
¢ . Mr. Behwartz is preachin
to the German Presbyteriati’ church in Plattville, -
By the same Presbytery,Qotober 10th, Reyv.
M. W. Staples was installéd dver the First Pres.
. . Y

in New York last week, and, after & two |

Bedell, and -Mr. Donaldson—a conservative |

required, in your Presbytery, to supply the |

They |

Balls and

¢« Presbytery earnestly recommend to all its |-

© port.

i i her

i church of Janesville, Wxs. ,Brot
g{;iﬁasnhas been the instrument, in God’s hand,
of building up & strong and healthy chureh.

. .

~

For the Presbylerion Banuner and. Advocate,

vreHi—Dear Sir i—The undersigned are consti-
?\iated a Committee in bebalf of members of the con-
gregation of Pigeon Creck,. to convey tq] you
the sum herein inclosed,contributed voluntarily, as
evidence of our esteem for you &s & man, and
more especially for your faithfpl.labors amongst
us, as s pious and devoted minister. We 'l_l‘l.ls_
you will experie.ce as much pleasure in receiv
ing, as your friends have done in contributing.

With sentiments of the highest regard and es-
teem, we are yours, Greer M'ILvais,

Winriax SpuTH.

September 10, 1856.

Mesars. G. MInvain anp W. SMmitH:— Dear
Brethren :—Your kind letter, enclosing, as a gift,
$117 in cash, has_been received: Accept for
yourselves, and permit me, through you, to ten-
der to the members of Pigeon Creek congrega-
tion, the expression of my heartfelt gratitudé for
such a gifi—valuable not only on account of its
intrinsic worth, but especially so as a token of
affection and confidence in the emrthen vessel
placed over you in the Lord, and so well calcula-
ted to cheer his burdened heart amidet his
arduous and responsible duties. This, together
with other dots of kindness on your oWn part, as
well as those whom you represent, will be cher-
ished with pleasure in the fond remembrance of
your unworthy minister, whilst ke may be apared
to live over again past endesrments. That you,
#nd those whom you represent, may share large-
}y'in the rich blessings of the Gospel of God’s
dear Son, is the sincere prayer of your humble
pastor, . Janes Snoan.

Dunningsville, Sept. 12, 1856. '

Ecclesiastical. |,

Rev. A. 8. Brruvasiey's Post Office ad-
dress is changed from Wartemburg, Law-
rence Co., Pa., to Florence, Nebraska.

Rev. Luraer Dopp has removed from
"« Selma, 111, to Toledo, Tama.Co., Iowa.

Rev. Wu. WirrsoN, of the Presbytery of
Erie, has declined an agency for the
Western Theéological Seminary, ard also
declined a call to the church at Wellsville,
Ohio.

Rev. JaMEs M. CROWELL, of Parksburg, Pa.,
‘has received a call-to the Pern-Square

church, Philadelphia.

his charge at Springfield, Ohio, amd dis-
missed to the Presbytery of Kansas.

Rev. Roperr InwiN, of Clermont, Ind.,.
has been invited to supply the church of
Monticello, Indiana. o Lo

tion to labor as Stated Supply of the
churchgs of Richland and Union, I1l. His
Post. Office address will be Olney, Rich-
land Co., IIL ‘

Rev, B. F. BITTINGER was installed pastor.
of the Seventh Presbyterian - Church,
" Washington, D. C., on the 12th-inst., by

"the Preshytery of Baltimore.

Rev. F. M’MuRRrAY's Post Office address is
- changed from Bellevue, Georgia, to Union
Springs, Alsbama. » -

Rev. A. Hasna’s Post Office address is
changed from Dalton, Wayne Co , Ohio,
to East Greenville, Stark Co., Ohio. '

Rev. A. W. Youne, of Tatesville, Miss.,
has taken charge of the church and Semi.
nary in Panola, Miss.

Rev. JouN F. CowaN has taken charge of

the chureh in Carondalet. - His Post
Office is St. Louis, Mo. :

Rev. Davip BuLLions, formerly of the As-

. sociate Reformed Church, has ascepted 2
call from the West Milton Preshyterien
church. ' '

Rev. James H. BAIRD has received a call
to-become pastor of the church in-Lock
Haven, Pa.. :

Eastern Correspondexiee.

New Yoxxg, March 21, 1857.

Mr. Epiron :—Popular amusement is a
subject of great practical interest, and just
now excites much attention. "Amusement, or’
relaxation of some kind, seemrs a necessity
of our nature; and in this eity, at least,
most ample arrangements are made for its
gratifieation. There are, for example, some
twenty theatres, concert roows, &ec., open
and attended nightly by thirty thousand
people, at an estimated .cost of about one
hundred thousand dollars per week. This
is but obe class of - ‘amusements, and
one class of pleasure-seekers, wheréas the
variety is great, and number endless. Dar.
ing the past Winter, the excitement and
gaiety connected with them have certainly
not beew less than during previous seasons.
There have been private, as well as publie
balls, concerts ‘and parties, on a secale of
grandeur and extravagance which indicate
the growth of wealth and luxury as clearly
as it is seen in houses, dress, and style of
living. Its amusements are, in fact, the:
principal attraction of the city to vast num-
bers, und an amount of time and money are
expended on their preparation and enjoy:
‘ment, almost adequate to the ordinary neces-
sities of their families—certainly vastly more
is contributed to their support than to all
our churches, schtols, and benevolent insti-
tutions. The tendency seems also to in-
creased license in thewr indulgence. In-
genuity is taxed to give thenf variety. For-
sign games are adopted not oniy, but, with
the impetuosity of our people, pushed to
unusual excesses. In the matter of dancing,
for instance, a gentleman familiar with
the saloons of Buropean cities, remarked
that he had seen nothing in them so
fascivious as at our Fifth Avenue parties.
theatrical exhibitions are sancti-

fied not with the Word of God and prayer,
but by the charity to which their proceeds
are contributed.” A dollar for a ticket war-
rants the expenditure of fifty dollars for
dress, and sanctions all the frivolity of -the

‘oceasion, because it feeds the hungry, or

=)

helgs the’afflicted !~ Professing Christians
are found at our Theatres, and ministers, .
sometimes, at the Opera. Card playing has
become fashionable in families and _parties,
as wcll a8 in gambling houses.  Dancing is
estimated as necessary a branch of educa-
tion as music, even in the estimation of
many “church-members, while they do not
fuil to earry out their views in the 'enter.
tainwents which they give their friends, or
accept of in their social intercourse.
These thiogs are notorious, and' may well
arrest attention. . They are ‘‘signs of the
times,”” many think,‘gf(formaliby., in religion,
and degeneracy in torals. - There are, hov.
ever, differences of opinion ; certéinly’there
is more latitude of belief and Practice now,’
than obtained in those Parita ¢
was thought unlawful for a'man to kiss his
wife or children on the Sabbath! -And; in
the view of oumbers, this change of se,nti-'
ment is an approach to the true idea of Chris-
tian liberty on this subject, even ag pro res
1en 812‘. anglsclenee has brought about 5 xgnorg
omiortable and cultivated style of living.

It is not to be denied that intelliser s
tto b Antell
even Christian people, look ﬁt{;g?grtéw?z;

favor on popular amusements, nor are there
wanun%fr Blauglb!e arguments: in their sup-
- This sentiment, may:be due to the de- |.

cline of vita] piet wis S :
- Al plety, bag how is its prevalence.
to Be arrested 7 It _Gondemnation’ by e¢- |

+

REv. James Stroan, PasTor OF PigroN CREEK |

Rev. P. G. BERGEN has been released from |

Rev. JorN CroziER has aceepted an invita-

.which ‘a Chri

nic days when it [th

elesiastical bodies often excites only ridicy],
or merrimpent. Freaching on the subjec
does not seem effective ; indeed some miyj;.
ters doubt whether, 28 a mere (uestion
manners, it shonld be bavdled at all in th,
pulpit. Discipline i3 rarely attempted, sel.
dom or never enforced; while individya)s
and families do what is right in their gy
eyes. Many, however, are at o loss to know
what is right, while others are so perplexeq
that they would welecome an authoritatix,,
expression on the snbjeet, like that whick
the Romish Church gives toits adherents on
matters of faith and practice. They do ng;
wish to conform to the world, nor yet to Le
righteous over-much. :

Many amusements become evil only by
their abuse, or by their association wit}
otker things with which they are not Beces.
sarily, though usually, connacted. Dancing,
for esample, is, in itself, as harmless a5
walking; and why, they ask, may it not be
tolerated in Christian families, under proper
regulations, a8 to dress, hours, and eompany,
since it is conducive to bealth and ease of
manners, and is espeeially entertaing to city
children, who have so few out door recrea-
tions? Should it be condemped beyond
many games and plays which are practiced
with impuoity, though equally ~childish,
often more indelicate, and though it mighs
supersede much ¢ foolish talking,” and per.
baps positive slander 7 I_f it be said ?il
these things are evil, then it is asked, again,
must children. be forbidden all games of
‘{gkill and social parties, as well as “public
amusements ?  Would not such strictness

jve them a wrong impression of religion,
and repel them from it, as morose and mel-
ancholy? ‘Nor would this measure, of
itself, tender young people pure or safe,
sivee’ history shows that greab corrmption
may co-exist with great severity of manpers,
as in the days of President Edwards. Tsic
pot 2 more exceilent way”’ to allow them
in the indulgence of these things, so far as
they are innocent, and guard them against
their perversion, while they are under pa-
rental econtrol? These are the views of
many who arealive to the evils of gambling,
balls, and theatrical  exhibitions, and wh.o
hope to shield their children from their
danger, and fo render their home attractive
by these simpler amusements.

Others go farther, and plead for; or fre-
quent the Theatre or Opera. Musicis a
gift, or talent, which they bave received
from. God, and which they feel at liberty to
evjoy and cultivate. The operatic is the
highest style of music; they play it in pri-
vate and teach it to thelr children, and why
may they not listen to it in public, when
performed by the most skillful artists? Tre
mere rendering, too, of a drama on the
boards of a Theatre is, in itself, inoffensive,
provided it teaches neither error nor im-
morality. It may, indeed, be made an
effective medium of conveying ¢ reproof
and correction;”” and why then may it not be
asinnocently enjoyed as an Academic exhibi-
tion? It'is true these amusements are ap-
propriated by the worid, but’ there is high
authority for saying the world should not
have all the good music and speaking?
Cannot the Opera _and Théatre be reseued,
by Chuistian influence, from the world’s con-
trol, and made the help-meets of religion,
-or at “least divested of their objeetionsble
features? Now, though it has been unsnal
to think that this matter was'long ago set-
tled in the minds of intelligent and serious
‘people, in these degenerate days the ques-
tion seems; from these and similarapologies,
to be re-opened. . )
. In reply, therefore, it might be urged
that the impossibility of sustaining these

amusements at all; when - pruved and puri-

fieg, so as to adapt them to Christian taste
and principle, ought to be conclusive as to
their inherent viciéusness. If the Theatre
is converted into a church, or even a
¢ sehool for morals,” its best sapporters wilk
desert it, just as the same elass of persons
will frequent the Church, if it is converted,
a8 gometimes seems to be the aim, into a
Theatre, or, at least the Opera! Moreover,
the influence of these places on the domes-
tic babits and moral character of the per-
forraers themselves, is evidence of their per-
nicious tendency. "Whetber it be their late
hours or exhausting. labors, the company
they keep or the sentiments they express in
masic or in acting, they are, as a ¢lgss, con-
sidered dissolute and dissipated. There are
exceptions, but their profession is hardly
reputable. What respectable parent would
not_deplore its adoption by his ehild, as
equivalent-to his social disgrace and moral
rain 7 Can it be right, then, to .eneourage
in a community institutions whose fraits so
palpably condemn them ? Some of thess
performers themselves have, anwittingly,
perhaps, but uoequivocally, given their tes-
timony against them. Jenny Lind, for
example, renounced- the Opera, and refused
all indncements to re-engage in its scenes,
as soon as sheé received serious impressions
of religion. She must have been qualified
to ‘judge of its tendeucy, while she con-
demned it by her conduet, in the most em-
phatic manner. After Macready, the emi-
nent tragedian, retired from the stage, it is
said e positively prohibited his family from
any conoexion whatever, with the Theatre.
f.['huugl‘x he acquired wealth and fame by his
profession; he would not allow his children,
while under his, control, ‘even to witness
perfo.rmances with which his whole history
was identified. Can this be explained on
any other supposition than that he was thor-
oughly persnaded of their pernicious in-
fluence ? And can any amount of theo-
nizing in their favor subvert these snggestive
facts. " Were they less fruitful than they are
In temptations and  oceasions of vice to oth-
ers, the character which they fasten upon
their performers, and the testimony of the
most competent judges among them, wit-
ness spﬂiclently agaiust them. ’

It is, however, the little foxes that spoil
the vines. The great body of sericus
Christians condemn these forms of popular
amusement; but do they set themselves,
a8 they should, against - other worldly
Practices and questionable amnsements? It
may not be ez?y to draw the line beyond
whi stian cannot congistently go in
social ‘or public recreations, ;Ir: 'gye%eral
rule _ean “be made to -gover all cases, nor
ought specific direetions to be attempted
which might snare the conscience or bring
16 into -bondage. ‘Let -every one be fully
Qersqz}de(i. 1o his own mind. At the same
time 1t will ‘be an evil day for the Church,
and for individuals, when they aim to come
28 near as they safely can to the customs and
indulgences of the world, rather than to
©omwe out from it and separate themselves as

@ peculiar people. Parents can hardly es-

Pect the early conversion of their children if
Ehey eneourage them in ensnaring pleasures,
1nstdad of teaching them to avoid  even the
appearance of evil”> Those views of 18
ligion are, doubtless, most reliable which are
attained in moments.of its deepest solemnity
or highest enjoyment. Tet those, therefore,
who are perplexed to know how far they
w2y go ln such.awusements, ‘ask themselves
how card-playing and dancing, the Opers, 0T
the Theatre, wonld appear to them in the
c}nset or at the Lord’s tabls, on a bed of
sickness, or. at the open grave. If they
would decide: how.far they shall allow their
children in_them,. let. it be at a time when
their own minds are thoroughly impressed




