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1 Ormua!. .

To Florence Smith.

BY ALVIRA mu.uus

‘Wben npprmch the shndes of even,

And the’stars above! )
, Deck the mighty arch of heaven

. As with gews of love; :
Thcn wy sprrnt ever free, . :
Holds comiunion sweet wrlh thee. !
Yhen the ‘oreeze is snftly sxghmn-

Turough each leaf-crown’d tree,
And the lingering. sunbe'zms l}mg

On the scented len'
“Thoughts of 1hee do lhrcmg my breast
Robbing me of dark uurest. L

As I take my worning ramble .
Through the grassy lawn,

Climbing over brake and bramble .
At the early dawny; i

Every zephyr seems to brmg

Thy swcet rorcc, upou its wing.

"Ihoughls uf thee dear one, shnll gmde me
All life's paths along
And thy gentleness sk m clude me,
When I think of wrongs ;
Ever stall thy memory bc :
" Kept a sacred trust by me. |
Black Forest, Pa. © b

OUR ARMY CORRESPONDENCE.

Camp OALxmuMAr ,W a.
Head Quarturs Co.G.534d Rew P.V. %
Dee. G, 1861, -
FRieND Mac: Asour Gompany is now
o an erratie nature, vfien ehanging ity lo-

"[Creek.
. |a moment's. warning to.fall in:

over beyond ‘and’ nenr’to the Seminury
are!Forts Ward; Benpettand’ ‘others, and
in tlmt dlrecuon top we observe| largs
encampments. So you see Mr. detor.

|if the Potter boys.ave, .m -*Dixie Land

thev are not uluue 4
Re'urum" to our quarters at nopn ‘we
were just preparing’ fo write you while
lmvm-- Yothing better to do, when ‘we
were vrdered to pull up stakes and again
mu\' . At 123 o'cleek we were again on
;hc‘ rcnd Between warching and halt
ing we occupied ‘nearly’ all the after
nogn in nnclnun' our present s!auon.
This is g0 a sort of valley where ihad i
plem\‘ and dry ground scaice. e are
thiy tiiie )ocaled on the Qrange apdiAles-
andrin Railrond, 2 distanee of somé ‘hing
like two miles up the river from Alex
andria, in the dxre(,tmn of ‘Springficld -
Our encampwent runs oblignely acruss
the valley. "Our own Fifty third is sta-
tioped erh fts: rl"ht flayk on the railroad,
whilst its felt extends acros: Big Hunung
We are io line of baule, re dy at}
, It axsaid
thut here is to be “the scene efa atile,
ang to quote an e‘:nreaslon of an officer,
“that right quick, tvo.” We. think dif-
fere niiy. Iw\vme)
There was u sort. of alarm. among. the
Bripade officers’the other mvht they hav-
ing wjormation that the Rebul~ were con-
lunvlumw an advance upon us, but they
did wot cowe.  Had they, the) would,
hdve fuund as wel/ prepated. for thir.re.

“ation, I thought to spendaa few momeunts
o writing v you Siuee writing sou |
ast-we hiave moved quite oi‘u,n 1 pro-|
“pose to give you and your readers an:
abrrdved detail of our \armtu:, movements
since that timze At dismissal of “dress
parade” on the 37un of \'membt.r, our
Colonet mfurmed us thit he n.nd orders
tostrike teuts at 6 o'clock A, M next
day, and to repurt at the earliest possible
‘mivment to Gen. Suwmner, at Spriuglivid
“ut'on. on the Orunge and Alexandiin
Rail Ruad, some vineteen miles distant
fron Washington.  Pursuant 1o those
orders, on the fullowing worning- we
“gtruck tems” and luul. up the lme of |
march fir @ Sacred Suil,” passing wver
the Lonz Hridge at abbut ten o'cluck
A M. We .Jrnved at \J'.xaudrm a ht
tle past noun.. We had \.ap(cud to have
taken the cars fur the remaiuder of our
junroey, bar for some reason as vet not
fully explained, our first orders were coun.
termanded and fnstead of proceeding, we
-were ordered to ¢ncamp fur the nicht on
the firss surtable ground to which we
should come ln aceordance with these|
last fastrdetions we proceeded about two !
wiles this side Alexandria and. piehed
teats on an emwivence known s * O.mkhee
Farw””  This eivinence lies direetly and
sbout midway between - Fort] Eilsworth
aud Fairfux Suulndn Tt was last su-
wer “occupierd by the Fourth Regiment
Maihe. Volunscers. Strolling out - back
of this Cawp a distanee of nerlmps hall
.amile we come to what was formerly a
‘beautiful residence, but i3 nuw a wreek
The design was a "00(1 ope and the Ginish
excellent” 1 was informed that the fir.

i from very ancient times,

ception.  The *Sccesh” about here suy
thut their fricuds in the vebel army e
\.Ull{lll“' up Biere for tieir “Christwas din.
uci”~—that thdy are coming dowp this
valley too. W eli we' ‘don’t know byt lln,s
witl, still we way be’ _pgrmitied to doubt
dhieir making sueh a dhpl.:v. Our own
opinivo is that it the rebels do wike an
advance, 1t is ouly for the purpme of re-
treating and thas drawing. us un.uvaru
iuto the lindof their batteries and wines,
awaking theiv own aa\rmum ot m]xo!her
-~Bull Lun run ‘in.a few duys, | zuod.
fur you' wi +t Fuow sone of them are ju
bilunt over thewr certain suceess.| One
of the Feminine -gender, the other \d.n
told one of our bma that the Soithern
bavs.tad their ey on us duly, that eve
ry mwovewent made b) s, Wy well oW
to thew, and soon we “ehoutd get ‘the
sturch faken out of our 'shirt bo~oma,
Umvhn fittle o thew to take out!) |
T'will close by saying that e\e:)ld'n
adds. o cur stiengch and efficiency] so far
at least ay this dnmun 1S .con u‘pud
Did time peraiit.- we would . gladlf write

{wore. Yuours B:g_‘peclfu”\' ) .
_ABGUT PERNS. - ;
" Petis : of Sue supt have been in use

ad.:pud tu the
matetial upon which (hL wrilten eh.xrac
ters were to be xmpxe«ed Upu
or mudlhc p.atu gravers of ste

!dl:c at_y)us was uu.plojed one. nd of
dLich wis slmrncnud for - “erasing | the
marks atd bmoqthlu" the wax. It |was

sitare was magnificent alwost beyoud

also the practice in- ancient times s, ds it

deseription.. .But when the three wonth’s 1 is anigny the Chingke at: the prPseim day,
men came on, the .owner (.1 Rebel) nn.'lu pdlnt the letiers: wnh a fine hair pen-

grated to a more cougeniai elimate, sud
-the exasperated vulumoers cut down his

otchard, rnined his furvitore, tore lhe‘luk UDU“ }HP“U

partitions and_ floors from’ uut the bouse,
and defaced the wails in a mosl shamefu]!

lul

Petis of reeds: also’ were- !uafL

j very carly period, for the use "of gmd
" Tlie réed telected for'
this pirpose is, deseribed as swall and
hurd, und about the size of a swan’s quill.

uznoer, wantunly destroying about ten! HTt was found i i Lgvpt and-Armenia and

thousand dollar’s 'worth of property ; and |

this, I-am informed, is unly one nstance
of many. While ha\e no sympathy for
those desmnnu men who have so wick-
edly bruu"hkuntuld misery und destrue-
tion upou themselves, stili 1 could wist
that vur own soldiers of the free Nurth
gbt. conduct thewselves in a4 manber
ﬁeuer suited to the cause in which we are
"eugaged, and tu the age in whichiwe live.
Gomz over the hill and walking a wile
we cawme to' Furt Ellsworth. I am wot}.
sulficiently versed in the structure of
Forts t5 be able tu deseribe it yeu. My
‘conclusions, however, after rambling thro’
it a halt hour were, that with its defences
‘properly mauned J eﬁ' would have a sorry
time should he be hardy enough - te at-
tempt. its c.xpture Thers aré mounted
.Bpon it sixieen sixiy-four pounders, twi
Deavy rifled cannon, and fuur smaller
rass_pieces “®hn addition. to these de-
9“0&, sitdated at a few vaces frmu the
Ut is a strong nwsked ‘battery. ' The
whole structure, tothe lnexpcrlencm] eyel.
of gne nna’ccustomed to such arransge-
Meats, conveys an idea of strength, and
@ﬂses hiw to think he would not like 1o
e of the number who should attempt to
test ity capﬁemcs for dealing death 1o the
"“enly - Stepping upon the parapets, we
behold 1o the distance up the- Potomac,
the- cny "of “wagnificent distances” and
loommg {up far above the rest, the Capi
tol atid the ,Washington Monumens. Lt

isa beauuful sight indeed. Lying down f

@ river .we see Fort Lyon, a structure
'gllch we judge to be conarderably larger
: ]an Fort: Elleworth; and" just beyond it}

arge encampment said to contain ﬁmr-
%thousand Union troops. - Tho senti:

' Cairu aud Alesandria wire f.mmus iuar-
kets in which it fvas ‘sold.- “Alung! the
shorés of the Pel"'m Gulf reeds dLre il
collected for this purpase, and: are: “dis-
mbulcd hou«rhour rurious - parts Tof the
castern cuuum(& bemu béirer 'u.hpted to

*the ink and paper etploved 'in these te-

givns thun. ang- vthier kind of peusJ The
futroduction of cowmian’ wriring'. paper!
rendered necessary pens of a finer dhar
dCler, ‘and c.\u<edadundud forgoose- quuls
i A great trade "rew u;ﬁ b these : arti-
cle< which even- fhe’ iére * recent initro-
ducuon of steel -agd gold* pens hasv ot
nau.nally diwinished. - Piland aid Rus.
sia-are large eugaged io it. single.
year St }cter:burg has furmsh:d ng
land over 27.000,000 of quills.. 'Wuhm
the last fifiy yeary) stecl pens of 'various
kinds have been nianufactured in . Great
Britaiu, and the wuuber wade annually
in Birminghawm, | as been-estimated af une
thousand, rullhuns' Several .memms have
been ‘uade to eambhsh this wahufacture
in the Uvited : States! but it has been
found . almost: hupele*s 10 compete. with
the: manufacturers-of Birmingham. iTre
art of making gbld pens has, how er,
been curied 1o lheh ohert.. perfccuuu in
New York, so thdt the ouly -really exeel-
lent pen used in [Europe is obtained i
this coubtry, . 'The wachinery ‘wsed for|.
this purpcse was mventLd by Mr Ren-
dell, and ; xu.prbved by Mr. aF.nn,hxld und
is.cariops aud el.xbor.ne, wo. € thun Lweu-
ity distinet operativns heing reqmred in
the- -production of a sm;_le pen. sThere
are seven. or eight facturies for th%lmnn-
ufacture in, Llpe eity. of New York. vhe i
Bruoklyu N. Xipwa. dn: Brooklyn,. 0|; .
‘obe in’ Havdennlle, ‘Mass.;. -and sone 1n

L
‘pel standmg at our suge joforme- us t.bat.
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Clﬁcmnntx.---i\r'ew Am'ncan chlopaed;a.
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Welles’ Reporl.

‘The report of the Hon. Gideon W elles,
Secre.ar} of the|Navy, occupies twem)
one-octavo pages. The report commen
ces by noticing the vbjects of the enlarzéd
eanmataa of expeunditure .for -the u.nal
service a3 were contained in his report at
the eura session of Cungress in July,
and says that. Ahey cumexuplaled then
dlﬂ'vrem'hucs of . naval eperations upon
thc,Soucl;ern coaat, the first of which ) was
the cloq'ng of all the insurgent ports
ulou" a coaJ Kad of nearlv three thousand
wiles, inlthe form and under .the .exact-
iny regulations of au international block-
ado mcluduw the naval oceupation and
défense of lfxe}lPutuu-.lc river, from its

i Seea'elary

wouth 1o the federa) eapital, as the byun-
dary ling between Mur}l.md and Virzin.
iz, and also the pain <omuwerecizl avenue
tothe priucipal base of the munar) oper-
itations..- |, - L

iThe second “was the or«anlzatwn of
comb:uea naval [.md mxluar_y expedmuns
10 aperate.in force ugainst various points
of the Seuthern| coast, rendering Lﬁicxeut
naval. curpemu u with the position sud |
movepicnis , of | such expeditions when
landed. and: including also. all neédful
naval .ud tu the army in cutting off in
tercommunication with, the rebds and;
in its operationy on the Mississipri and |
its trivutaries ; fand the third, ihe active
pursuit of te pnauc.nl cruisers which
might escape tle vigiiance of . the blnck-
adum foree, an but to xea from Luc reblel
purts l

To- carr} out these plan» of' opemuum
the § u(‘Cl‘L!dl‘:y says that it became neces
sary for ke deparcment to eall iuto i
mediate s‘{ruu3 nut only the naval foi.
ces, but vesseld from ll.c commwercial wa-
rmt.‘ o
The force thus g:nlrered was placed s-
lovg ourjeoast and divided ifito two squad-
rons, one of which, desiguated as the At
Lm\lrc bluckading squadron, bLad for its |
ficld of operation the whulc coast. extend.- |

ing fiony the easterntost line ot Virginia !
to CapeiFlorida, and was under the cow-

waud of Flig Officer Stlas H Stringham.
The other, or Gulft ~qu.xdrou, uperating
fiom Cape Flatida westward to the Rioi
Grande, svas conimanded by Fiag Oﬁ](.(.l‘
Willians Meivisie.

These two squadrons have rendered the
biockide as effective us the chicumstances
of theirhusty cquipment ard the peculi.
anties of the ¢oast would alivw.

. -The Putumae Flotilla is briefly men-
itioned, {and is! said to have accom-
plistied {the; purpeses for which it was in-
tended, juntil tlie cluse of October, when
the insurgents erceted butieries at: suii-
dry- points on the Virginia shore, there-
bs rendcmm passage ou the river danger-
ous. :

In geptember it was found that the du-
ty of guarding the coast had becowe very
.nduou&, un decount, of the great inerease;
of the vessels etlt"jﬂd and the cuntipued
efforts of the rebels to clude the ulucxude,
‘pressed by. the ngcessities of the people i
Two «qu.xdronk were therefore ox«mmzcd!
on the Atl.muc coast. ~Captain Loms M
‘(JO]dhOTUL"‘} s5as appointed to guard: the:
shores of Virgini. and Noxth Carglina. !

-The res:due of the Southe rn At'unllc
coast, comwencing at the line whicll sep-:
arates the.two Curolinas and exteudlnu
to Cape Florida, was intrusted to (Jupmu
Sawueli F. -Dupont..

Since the instituticn of the blockade’
one hundred and fifty-three vessels have!}
been camnred emhnn‘ under varipus flags, I
most Ofl which were atiempting to violate
the blockade. - Must of these will be cun-
demned by the courts a3 prizes.  A'swz-
ure of sowe of tlie iutportunt: portz on the
‘cuast received thie eurly attention of the
Department. Twu combined naval aund
wilitary e\neditiuns have already been or-
ganized and put in sction.  The. expedi-
tions to Hatteras and Port Royal are'then
briefly noticed by the Secretary, who says
that the latter espedition was istended
to lave: sailed in’ September,” but owing|
tu causes mdepender-t. of the Navy De-
partment it was unavoidubly post poned
untit 1e-29th of QOctoher. .

A naval force, ausiliary to and:con-
nected ‘with the army movements on the
Mississippi and its tribataries, -has: been
arguisized, aod is under the. command -of
Flag:Oftic>r Andrew H. Foote:. The
steaniery which_have been . built “or pur-
chased for tlis service by the War De.
partment are of a forundable éharacter,
and minned by a class of saperior sea-
wen and western buatmen. - ,

The Secretary wakes:.a statement of

the co.ditivn of,the navy on .the 4th of
March last, from which it appears_that
there-was atotal of 42 vessels, carryving
555 guns and about 7,600 meu. .

Without waiting the arrival of vesselx
from our foreign squadrons, the -depart.
weut directed such as were dismautled
and _ inordinary . at the differeut navy-
vards, and.which casld be’ lu.xﬂe availa.
ble, to be repaired .md putin commlssmn.
Thev are, exclusive of those lost at the
\Iorfolk navy-yard, 3 frwales, 6 s]qup
bnvc a'ud 7 steamers. -~

‘When the vessels’ now buxldmg an&
purchased of every olass, are nrmed,

@

-
. 4

qmppcd and ready for! service, the coii-
dition of the navy will' bé as follows: Of
1he old Vavy—-ﬁ ‘zhlps of Tine, 7 frigates,
17 lsloops, 2 brr"s. 3 atoreshlps, 6 réceiv.
ing ships, &e., 6 acrew ifrigg’es, 6 frst,
cluss SCIewW, slonps, 4 first class side wheel
steans £loups, 8 second class serew sluopis,
'5 tlurd cluss serew sloops, 4 third-class
~1dc wheéled steamers, 2.steam teénders. |
OilDurchaaed w"e~=sels 186 side- wheel
eamers, ‘43 screw steamers, 13 ships, : 24
schooners, 18 bzxrks, 2 brigs; of \essels
vuder coustruction :—14' screw sloops.
23 gunboajs, 12} side wheel steamers, 3
iron- c':lad uteamers-—-mnkmw atotal of 264:
\usels, 957 gum 4nd 218 016 tyns.i—
Thy aggregate vamber of sedwen. in. llxe
~erv1c(, on “the 4th of \Iarch last was 7,-

600.: The nulnber is’ now uoft, lees thau
22.000.

OF the SQIZ'H‘é of \Iessrs \Iasou nnd
thell on board the Lufrhsh steamex
Tren}r the Se’cretnry says the' prompt ‘and
decisive ycnon of Capt. - Wilkes merited
and- sceived the eu.phauc upproval ot‘ t.he
depurlu ent. |

- In replyto the nn\'al commnndera in
re"ard to the treatnjent of fuumve slaves
Lhe %cre(ary instructed them that if in
s 1gents, they should be hended over 10|
l]u. custody of the government; but if,
lon'the coutmry.lthc) were from any vol.
untary participaticn in’ “the ‘rebellion am’]
svught the shelter and’ protectmn of our
flagz| thea they should be ! cared for ang
emploed ‘in  some useful _danner, and
uighi be enlisted to serve on our public
ce»elc or in our navy.gards, receiving
wages for their-Tabor. | If such empluy
mit. could nut be fu: nlahl:fd to all by tljc
m,y, they miglit be réfert Fd to: the ar
mv,; and ‘it no empln)mem could be fuurrd
tor thew in - the "public! service; th

ev
hlmuld be allowed 10 proceed f'reely and

!
| peaceably. mllmuc a restraiot [to eeeki

]wéh)wud in any lu_v,a. pornon af the

(.uul.ll) .
The jsmnmee submmed by this |d;
pmme t.fur the fiscal year ending |
180,! le.S auxouut to’ S-M 6"3 665 F):.’.,
\‘z . . A 1 .
Tor,the navy praper, i 341 QQS,S?,Q 1’5
For the mntine corps, 1,105,656 71

For the navy yards, hospitals, .| °
magazines, und nusge.hmm : ! -
ous ohJLcts 428
The bec:elary conc]udcx his greport( by

compunenum- the officers of the navy

saying that courage dblllly, nnf.xlterm«r
fidelity. and devu'wn to the cause ofth fir

ch‘rra(.renaucs uf lllt‘ll‘ conductim the ar-

duous .md importaut sérvice with wluéh '

they have been mt.rualed ;
.

——

Gecrelary Cameron’s Ileport

~ The report - of the Hon. Simdn Cawer:
on,: Séeretary of \\’ar occupies nearly

: fuurtceu closely prmted oetaso pages. | Tt
Lthe emgre

\etq cut with a statémont of
esum.md strength of the! arthy| both vul

i

unteers, and rcﬂulars, 2g fallom —

States. L - 3 mos. . For: lhe “ Totnl
California J0 T 488 4638
Conyecticut . 2,236", . 1"400 T 14;636;]
Delaware . 1T 12,000 2 .#
i Ilinois 4 041 80 ugf (v 83.042
"Indiana 4656 ' ' 57,332 ‘62,018
Towa | 868 . 10.8001. :20;7‘(;'8
Kentucky ~ 15,000 15,000
Muine "6s.. 14239 | 1sio07
! Maryland C ‘70007 7‘01)0
i Magsacliusetts 3435 20 160[ 30 10:
’ﬂwhl«mn ) T8l | 28,550 f 29 3u
\huneann CoAe0 s 4 160
Missouri 9.336 . 22.!30) 314%
N. Dampsh.re . [:778.;. 5,600 110,379

New Jersey 3,088 . 9 ,302| 1310
New York. 1b 188 ' 160,200 110.338
Ohjo - 10.236 . ° 81,205 . ol 441
Pe nns.yhnnm. 19.109 PoO94,760; 113 9)9
Rhode Island. 1.205 ! 5898 7‘183
Vermont 780 8.000 . 8{4‘80
Virginia 792 ; £ 12,000 33,779
Wiscorsin | 782 -14.153 ”14,6‘40
Kansas ‘ ‘. 5,000 5 000
Calorado t 1,000 doo
Nebraska , ©o2500( - fqoo
Nevada . 1.0,00 . dOS
New Mexico ; 1000 [, 1.qc)0

853 1 0001 | 3 8‘73

Dx=t (.olumbm

47,815 640537‘ 718,

: X j
Addmn the espmnted S\TeXlgﬂl of the regu-
iar! army mcludmg the new enhstment.s under

act of Congress Jury 29, 1861 it. mnkes & io- 1
, i

tal! obeO 971.

ot
The seV cml arms 0flhc serv rce
ed ‘a; iullu“s —‘

\
ﬂre estlrnat-

" Volunteers. Reznlu.r ,{!.ggre'fmte.
Inf.lntr_‘, BAT,208 * “IL.I73|] . 568. 83,
Cavalry 5,4 634 47440 59 08y
Artillers 20388 - 4, 308i
Rifles and Sharp- B o
ghooters 8,393 " ‘; 8,395
Enomeers L B (4% fr;o:

: #40 937 , esu,'.L.l

The apprapnduuus nqked for the ‘ser-
vige of the’ ﬁ~clxl year are! com{mled for a
force of -500.000" meb.”:The numencal
s&enom of the cavalry force is now! orenrr
erithau is reqﬂ}ned ‘and 28 it ean only be
maintained at ag great costy measnres,
be tuken fo: its gr.rdual redad#lon, ! |
| 1CU""I"’*3 at us ldte eXtra se~sion amhor-
ized the aecepmnce of 500 000/ volunteérs | *
and appruprthd $500,000; 000 for: thElr
support, but 50 numercns were the oﬂ“ers
of volunteers it iy believed ; 000000 hien |
cauld have been’ obtumed ‘had there- Aen
uqthcmv toaceept their semces. It wjll,

sags the Secrelary, bie now for Congresg to|

say whetiter the aruy 'shiajl-be furlherauv-

.mented with, mew to'a mote speady; ter-!

} :

|
s
3
i
i

[ the countryl

.| generai ubedmnce

will|

mibation of. xl
present limit: fixed
tucousolidaté: ueh
from -tiwe “to| time
tiog slandard‘
ber of oﬂicers
~Tha report
efficiency ulréd
rifers! ‘0 the
stitutions in, t
ing toverher 3

the Febellion
783,144 squin
hne of 8,52 23]
5,414 sm]es,]wuh
hne of 7, 031 miles|i
“The battle ui[BulI
to.and the result de
ural, cormeqdepce a
vance "of* out -bray
troops, which|thd i
try demanded.” (
sowe of 10" pkrnxnr
énémy, are refeired

€ war.

I ‘cupfined. to {be
v law, - ity pmpo:ed
fthe reginjentsas may

o/ fall below, the regula-
and- thus ‘reducg the ! nym.
and. expense# of the army.
=Deuks inihigh terms of the
dy shpwi'by th voluiteers;
ondetful klrengrh of our in-
1e’ pegple: so readily.gatlier-
nch.an iunnecse pruy, with.
out reeort. 1o douscriptions, letivs, drafts,
or other extraordinpry ‘exped euts §: says
exte ded over jah’ area of
(] nules, possessing a coast
miles an'i a shore” iine of

an interior bouudar_y
in lenn(hl o

Run is bneﬁ'y referred
clared to be the, #nat-
[ the" pre:umure ad-
e :but "undisciplined
iputience ¢ of the'coun-
Dtlier | early: reverses,
ent’ advall’ntuge to.the
to; but he:says, “the

possession of |West

unblv redeet

Virginia, i
ent.’conditivn’
‘sliowing th
to the Union.

throuuhuu; al
Te-is suegea

ted”

the army with po
tiops of cont'

where civilipower.

bouities aud tuﬂ

parems, sh
jeet' lefi to
Deparunent or to

“Thut’ part ‘Tf‘the
‘the Slavery! guesti
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