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GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE
7o the Honorable the Senators and Members of
the House of Representatives of the General

Assembly :

Feunow-Cimizeys i—In obedience to the |
Constitution and laws of this Commonwealth,
you have assembled to discharge the important |
and responsible duties that devolve upen you. |
To protect the rights and privileges of the peo- |
ple, advanca their intereats, and promote the
weltare and prosperity of the State, should be |
the aim and end of all your legislation. In the
discharge of my duties, it will be o pleasure to |
eo-operate with you in the accomplishment of |
these objects. |

The past year lias been one of unusual pros- |

o - = B =
or will soon cease, with the necessity that cre- $1,229,272 86, the ocggregale expenditufes,
ated them | and thua leave = still larger portion | being after (excludin: $267,000,00 paid for
of the revenues to be applied in payment of the | re-laying the south track of the Columbia rail-
public debt. road and 153,049 42 for motive power in 1855,
A caroful examination of the financial con- | and after December 1st 1856,) were $885,835-
dition of the Commonwealth—hor sources of 65, beinz au excess of revenue over ordinary
revenue and the probable future expendit | expendi of $343,437 21,
has i the hope that the time is not far though the receipts from the Delaware di-
distart wheu the public debt will be fully paid, | vision are less than those of the previous year,
and that without increasing the subjects or ra- | yet the general result of its operations is satis-
tio of taxation. It has already been shown factory. The net revenne at the Treasury was
that the revenues of the past yea. exceeded the | $264,065 40. Its management hus been char-
ordinary expenditures one million two hundred | acterized by a degree of economy too seldom
and sixty-five thousand _ninety-five dollars and | practiced on some of the lines of our improve-
fifty-six cents. Theestimated receipts and ex- | ments.
penditures for the current year, which willbe | However important this division may be to
presentad to you in the report of the State Trea- | the trade and business of that portion of the
surer, show that the excess of receipts, over | State, its proposed enlargement should not be

rity. The of & kind Pr I
z:u not been withheld from our chmf‘non-!

ordinary expenditures, may reach the sum of undertaken, unless demanded by rensons of
one and a half million of dollars. These esti- | over-ruling necessity. ~ The experience of the
Yiteauzrs it

wealth. P hetvest has the |
Iabor of the husbandman. Honorable indus- |
!&y, m all its departments, has been ennoumgud; |
No ial b i

mates, gh app will not be far  past, as conuected with the Allegheny Portage

from the result. Allowing, then, four hundred | railroad, aud the North Branch extension,

thousand dollars for annual extraordinary ex- should warn us against undertaking, without
\F #

distress—no political or social evils, have inter-
rupted the progress, or checked the encrgies of i
the people. e great interests of education, |
morality and religion, have been cherished and |
sustained. Health and peace, with their atten-
dant blessings, have been ours. To Him “who
rules the Nations by his power, and from whom
cometh down every good and perfect gift,” are |
we indebted for these mercies, and to Him |

should be given the homage of our devout gra- | Thig natural and necessary increase of revenue | ductive improvement nmg
the

titude and praise.
The fi ial condition of the C

out the aid of loans. The of

department will be exhibi
t of the State Treasurer.

r?or the fiseal year ending

$6,621,937,64. The total for the

c v wealth | ynon the Treasury that fall within the range of | year's experience more clearly reveals the im-
is highly satisfactory. Every demand upon the probability. If, ‘then,
Treasury has been P"°“‘EIEIY met and paid with- | gollars be appropriated annually in liquidation

erations of this | of thig debt, aud the accruing interest on the | that the North Branch extension of the Penn-
in detail in the | sumg paid be applied in the manner of a sink- |

X - November 80, | ponwealth will be extinguished in less than | were successfully passed through its entire
1856, the receipts at the Treasury (including | {\centy-three years. 1f these premises are cor-gglength from Pittston to the Junction canal.—
the balance in the ’I}"EM“I'[B“ ‘?\9 1st day of | roct—and their correctness can only be impair- | This work was commenced in 1836—suspend-
December, 1855. of ?‘112“31591?_3) have been | o4 by unwise legislation, or the imprudent man- ' ed in 1841—resumed in 1849, and finished in’

P d under a wise syatem of econo- | great caution, any new measure of improve
my in no probable contingency can they exceed | ment, which may drain the Treasury, without:

ted with banks out of the State, atless then |
the nsunl rate of interest, and their notes, often

lection and diffugion of useful knowledge on
this subject, and to encourage scientific and

| tonee of the act of the 220 of April, 1856, n |
{ writ of error in the cases ‘mﬁ:xdi(-uad by tha |

practical agriculture. Science with wo
energy, has aided the hushandman’ in his hono-
rable vocation, and proffers still more help.—
ted, and this, too, under an agreement with | The State should nerve his arm and cheer him
the bank making the loan, that the netes lhusi onward in this, the firet and noblest pursuit of
paid out shu.i Le kept in circulation. “The ef- | man. This subject, in connection \vn‘Lh an ap-
fect of this system of private banking has | anprinuou to the “Farmers’ High School of
been to limit the circulation of the par paper | Pennsylvania”—an institution destined to be

of a less denomination than five dollars, aud
always at a discount, brought into the State
and put into cireulation in the manner indica: t

| Sup Court of P y . has been is- |
! sued at the suit of the company by the Supreme |
|in that court.
| The i first

| Court of the United States, and it now pending | u'x%l‘on , orin the hold of the slave-shi

whelms alike the reason and the conscience:
The wisdom and humanity of a proposition so
startling and monstrous, must seek their paral.

Jel and illustration in the dingeons of the In.
amid

orrore of the “middle passage.” Lquall,
repulsive to the intelligent and virtaons senti

d having re- |

Copies of their cor- |

| sgned, A. K. M'Clare, Esq‘t, was appointed in
| his place. The duties of both officers were ably
| and fuithfully performed.

of oup own banks, and substitute in its place | an honor to the salth—is
ded to your favorable consideration.

a foreign, depreciated, and often a worthless | ble atio e
currency. In justice to the pauk, trust and | The “Polytechnic College of Pennsylvania
insurance companies, paying s heavy annual | uterp i i
tax to the Commonwealth for their privileges, | some of the puerbiic citizens of Philadelphia,
and for the protection of the people agaiust asa school of the upplied sciences, deserves
these evils, either the provisions of the thirti- ! honorable mention, and should receive the con-
eth section of the act of 1850, sbould be re- | fidence and patronage of the public. In the
pealed, or further extended 50 as to embrace l teachings of this institution,
private individuals and associations, who may | and art, in happy union, meet to prepare our
monopolize and control, to the detriment of | young men for the practical business of life,
per, without restraint and without taxation. |
The report of the Superintendent of Com-

mon Schools, will exhibit to |
C th

you the number |

cultural industry.
the number of |

that sun—we will have at least one million of| aiding materially, if at all, the public i 5
dollars to be appropriated anuually for the pay-| If kept in good order by efficieat and timely
ment of the public debt. With the rapid de- repairs, its capacity will be tully equal to all
velopment of the wealth and resources of the  the demands of its trade and business.

Commonwealth—the increase of population—  'The Portage railroad is not fully completed.
of the value of real estate, and of the amount A small additional appopriation” may yet be
and value of property of every descripti he | required to lote, for the fourth time, this

the |
revenues wust and will continue to increase. road. Itis nnx‘iuusly hoped that this unpro-
soon ceuse its cor-
will supply every deficiency and every domand | morant demands upon Treasury. Lvery
the sum of one million | policy of the State in undertaking this work.

It gives me ordinary pleasure to inform you

sylvania canal has been so far completed, that
ing fund, the entirc indebtedness of the Com.- | boats frighted with coal and other products,

same period, were 85,377,145,22. Balance in
the Treasury, December 1, 1850, $1,244,795,42.

Excludirg the balance in the Treasury on
the first of December, 1855, the receipts, from

all sources, were $3,5,375,240,33. The ordi- |

nary expenditures for the same period, were

$4,113,144,77. showing an excess of receipts |

over ordinary expenditures of $1,265,095,56.
The extraordinary payments for the same year
were $1,253,997,45, as follows, viz: To the
completion of the Portage railroad, and for the
pay of debts previously 1 on that
work, $181,494,11; to the North Branch exten-
sion, $122,723,52 ; to relay the shuth track of
the Columbia railroad, $267,000,00 ; for motive
ower in 1855, $118,04942; to enlarge the
Y)alnwnre division of the Pennsylvania canal,
$13,960,00; for general repairs in 1853-'54-"

$65,965,11; to domestic creditors, 151,63 ; to i

“old claims on the main ling, examined by the
commissioners, and paid under the act of May
22, 1856, $130,512,09; to the redemption of
loans, $327,824,47; and relief notes cancelled,
$38,217,00.

The interest on the funded debt which fell
due in February and August last, was then paid,
and that which becomes due in February next,
will be paid with equal promptness, out of avail-
able means now in the Treasury. The Functu-
ality with which the interest ou the public debt
has been paid, acd the ability of the Treasury
to meet all legitimate demands upon it, have

inspired public confidence in our securities, and |

contributed largely to establish and sustain the
credit of the Commonwealth.

The Commissioners of the Sinking Fund re-

rt the sum of $722,432,93, as duc by the

reasury to that fund. This amount will be
applied to the redemption of reliefnotes now in
debt. Heretotote the available means in the
Treasury have been applied, to some extent, in
of outstanding temporary loans, which
Dear an annual interest of six per centum ; it
being decmed advisable as a maiter of economy
to pay these loans, rather than the funded debt,
which bears a much less rate of interest. It is
expected that the balance of the temporary
loans will be paid before theclose of the current
year, and the operation of the sinking fund re-
sumed and continued as directed by Iaw.

The funded and unfunded debt of the State,
‘including temporary loans, on the first day of
December, 1855, as per reports of the Auditor
General and State Lre-surer, was as follows,
viz:

FUNDED DEBT,

6 per cent loan,  $516,154,93
5 do,  do, 88,008,445,04
4} do. do, 388,200,00
4 do, do 100,000,00
Total funded debt, $39,007,799,97 |

g t of our fi the tfuth of the pro- | 1856 ; although its completion was officially

position is suSceptible of the clearest demon. | announced in 1853, It extends from Pittston
| stration. Assuming the public debt on the lst | to the New York State line, a distance of about
| day of December, 1856, to be, in round num- | ninety-four miles, following the valley of the
bers, forty millions five hundred thousand dol- | Susquehanua to Athens, and thence along the
lars, and that at the end of each fiscal yenr, one | Chemung river to the State line, where it joins
| miltion dollars, with the aceruing interest on | the “Junction canal,” and is thus connected
| former payments, will be paid, unerring caleu- | with the New York improvements.
| lation will determine the result to be as befora |

and dition of the
teachers and scholars, and the general opera-
tions of the system during the past year. To | revision. 2 1
the valuable statistical information ‘of the re- | many of their provisions,

port, and the useful suggestions for theim- | object of their enactment.
provement of the system, I invite your early

and intelligent consideration.

From a small and comparatively unimport: |
ant incident of the State Department, the care | the development of ourrimmense natural re
and management of the public schools of the | sources, they
C Ith, with their hundred | strictions,
districts—ten thogsand di t |
sand teachers, and over five hundred thousand | and liberal legislasion.
scholars, have become the most important and 1 have so frequently expressed my views in

meut here ; and instead of encouraging indi

unwise limitations and personal lia

creased and increasing
hns been met by a correspondent increase uf\ cessary.
zeal, labor and efficiency in the ficers to whom | gboul?be
the law has itted ity general divection and | cial legis!
supervision. 3

and generous legislation. The magnitude and | courts, should be avoided.
importance of the system, inits political, social | tion!’ cannot, under any eircumstances, be ju;
and moral relations to the present and future | tified or approved. Too much legislation isa

Legislation, so far as practicable

should occupy a distinct and prominent place | or private interests.
among the noble institutions of the Common- | The praetice ot delaying the
wealth, It should receive theefficient aid and | peneral appropriation bill until t

The importance and value of this 1mp!
| ment cannot easily be overestimated. Pasa-

| indicated. Thus, before the expiration of the
| year 1879, Pennsylvania may stard red d | ing through one of the richest mineral and ag-
| trom the oppression of her public debt,and | cultural portions of the State, it offers to the
| her people be released from ¢ taxation imposed | immnense and valuable products of that
| to meet its accruing interest, and to maintain | region, a safe and cheap transit to the markets
| the faith and credit of the Commonwealth.— New York, Baltimore and Philadelphia.—
| These views are not utopian. By practicing In the completion of this canal the difliculties
| strict economy in all departments of the gov- | to be overcome, and the labor to be performed
| ernment—avoiding extravagant expenditure— | were great.  Both these, to a great extent,
refusing to undertake any new schemes of in- have been accomplished under the superin-
ternal improvement, and holding marigid uc- | tendency of Wm. R. Maffet, Esq, to whom
| countability the roceiving and disburdMz agents | this work was assigned.
of the State, their realization may be anticipa- This canal although completed, and before
ted with confidence. | the close of navigation, used for the purpose
T must again call the atteution of the Legis- | of tranportation is not perfect. Sinks in the

of the gov
tained by a virtuous andi people. If | inc
the revenpe and treasures of the State—her | noxious,
public improvements—Ler lands and theirtitles | ble pbjections,
—require and deserve the marked and distine- | be discontinued.

with is general character,

should her mental and intellectual treasures, |
richer than gold—the social and moral im-
provement of her people, more valuable than
canals and railways—the titles of her youth
to the boundless fields of knowledge, higher
than any of earth or aught growing out of its
o ip, claim an | ble position, and |

ed ; it cannot receive my sanetion.

the public, this traftic in depreciated bank pa- | for mining, mechanical and civil engineering, |
| and for promoting intelligently and efficiently |
the great interests of manufacturing and agri-

The laws on the statute book regulating man- | will be your duty to take such action in refer-
ufacturingand improvement companies, require | ence to these amendments as will, in your |
They are unnecessarily stringent in = judgment, g S
und thus defeat the | ofthe people. An appropriation will be requi- |

They drive capital | red to pay the expenses of their publication, |
from the State, instead of inviting its invest-

vidul and nssociated enterprise and energy in
bind and crush both by severe re- | performed faithfull
Ive thou: | bilities, The subject deserves careful attention | Returns of taxables,

laborious branch of that Department. The in- | relation to local, special and “omnibus legis-| ! i d : |
business of the system, | lation, that their reiteration now becomes unne- | ged with these duties, urging their speedy per- |

of the people, require that this should be doue. | evil that prevails extensively in legislative halls. |

The guardianship of the mind of the State, | Its avoidanee would not be injurious to public | ly guarded.

I'he militia law of the State is imperfect in | verest condemnation. 3
many of its provisions, and shonld be revised. | expression of the popular will, corrupts the |

| and reports, herewith submitted to
| the House of Ropresentatives, for the use of |
the Legislature, will furnish information in de-

established Ly the enterprise and liberality of | tail on the subject now under consideration.— |

| It issincerely desired that good faith and hon- '
| esty of purpose may characterize the conduet |
| of this company in the discharge of the duties |
| assumed by their acceptance of the aet of 2d

L
literature, science | of April last, and that this much vexed question |

will not again disturb the harmony or reterd the
prosperity of the city of Erie, orany otber por-
tion of this Commonywealth.

The resolution proposing 1
Constitution of the Commonwealth,
! published as directed by that instrument.

to the |
Las been l
It i

be niost consistent with the wishes |

au! to this your earlicat attention is requested. |
-1 The important duty of districting the State |
forsthe election of Senators and Representatives
will devalve npon_yon. ‘This duty should be
, and with strict reference |
- | to the interests and rights of the whole people. |
required to be made by |
| the different connties, have not all been forwar- |
v | ded to this Departnent, as by law directed.-—
Circulars have been issued 1o the officers char-

, | formance, and the returng will, as goon as re- |

general and uniform. Local and spe- | ceived, be transmitted to you. |
ion, when the object desired can be |
They should be sustained by wise | secured by general laws, or by the acion of the |
“Omnibus legisla-

The elective franchise is the highest and the
most responsible privilege enjoyed by the Ans- |
‘erican citizen.  Involving in its exercise the |
sovereignty of the people, aud constituting as
it does the substratum of our free institutions,
it eannot be too highly appreciated or careful-
The ballot-box, through which the
should be preserved

| people speak their will,

nssage of the | from violation at every hazard and sacrifice— |
e last days of  Upon its purity and integrity depend the exis- |
and be sus- | the session, and incorporating in it provisions | tenee of our republican government,
i andob- | rights and privileges of the citizen. e
whren standing alone, to insurmounta- | gal voter, whatever may be his political aflini-
3 highly censvrable and should | ties or party predilections, is decply interested
The attempt thus made to | in this question.
tive care of the government, how much more | force, by a speeies of legislative legerdemain, |
the passage of objectionabie measures through |
the Legisiature, and compel their sanction by | severely punished.
the Iixecutive, has been too often successful.— | founded on forgery ov
The practice eanuot be too strongly condemn- |

ond the |
Every le- |

Any attempt 10 sully its pu-
vity, or impair its efliciency, whether by vio- |
lence or frand, should he sternly resiste and |
Tllegal voting, whether
perjury, or both, on false |
assessments, ot false and forged certificates of |
naturalization, is an evil that descrves the se- |
It prevents an honest

v & B . .
receive o care and aid commensurate with their
greater value and usefulness.

The County Superintendency, wherever it

| The powers and duties of the C

lature to a subject referred to in my last annual | bottom, from the nature of the formation and
message, in the following terms ¢ | s0ils through which iy passes, slides from the
| “By the thirty-eig I c [ 3
{the 16th of April, 1845, entitled ‘An Actto o fow years of well applied labor, will be di-
| provide for the ordinary expenses of Govern- | minished, and by vigilence and care entirely
| ment, the repair of the railronds and canals of | prevented.

the State, nud other claims upon the Common- | This improvement, although subject to the
| wealth,’ the Governor was authorized to cause rivalry of competing railroads, if kept in good

\th section of the act of = hills, and breaches may oceur, but these, after |

has been committed to faithful and efticient
men, has fully vindieated the wisdom and poli-
cy of that measure. It is slowly, but surely,
removing the prejudices and gaining the conti- |
dence of the people. Whatever defeets time
and expericnce may develope, in this or any |
other branch of the system, should be prompt- |
ly corrected. Butuntil the necesuity for change |

| certificates of State stock to be issued to all per. | condition, under proper management, will re
| sons or bodies corporate holding certificates for cci)‘c ils.full share of coal and other tonage.—
| the payment of interest on the funded debt of | It is anticipated that the revenues, for the cur-
| the State, which fell due on the fiest duy of | rent year, will equal, if not exceed the expen
August, 1842, the first days of February and ' ditures; and increasing with the facilities af-

August, 1813, and the first days of February | forded, and the rapid developement of trade, !

and August, 1844, in an amount equal to the  will, justead of its heretofore unceasing de-
amowng fveertifisales. 5o held, upon their de-  mauds upon the Trenmry‘ take precedence
eral. In pursuance of the authority thus given, wealth,
| certificates of State stock to the amount of four | In relation to the propriety and policy of the
| millions one hundred and five thousand one ' sale of the main line of our public improve-
| hundred and fifty dollars and twenty cents, bear- | ments, my opinion has not changed. Every
| ing interest ut the rate of five per cent. per an- | consideration of public policy, of present and
; num, paid semiannually, on the first daysof | future interest, requires the seperation of the
February and August in each year, and re- State from the management ard control of
ecmuble on or after the first day of Angust, | these works. The expenditures on that por-

by law for the redemption of these certificates, Pittshurg, largely exceed the revenues, the
expired on the first day of August, 185 No  excess averaging annually not less than one
provision has been made for their renewal or | hundred and fifty thousand dollars; and cau-
redemption. | ses are in constant operation that will still
| “Although by the terms of the act anthorizing | inore increse this deficiency. This continual

| these certificates of Stock, ns also by the con- | drain upon the Treasury, to sustain a work, |

| ditions of the issued in p \ 80 unp , should at once be checked,

thercof, the time of paymeut, aftec the expira- | A sale of the main line, fora fair considera-
tion of the minimum period, is optional with | tion, and upon terms just and liberal to the
the debtor, the Commonwealth, yet a due re- | purchasers, is the proper remedy.  Such sale,

provision should be made for their renewal or | interests of the people, can, by proper legisla-
4 3 "

Uy
Relief notes in cir-

UNDED DEBT,

calation, $258,773,00
Interest certificates
outstanding, 29,157,25

TDomestic creditors, 1,264,00
Balance of temrcru-
riy loan, Apr.19,'53 525,000,00
Balance of tempora-
ry loan, May 9, 54, 346,000,00
Total unfunded debt, —————

Total debt, Dee. 1,55,

1,160,104,25

2

The funded and unfunded deb?nv. the close
of the last fiscal year, December 1, 1836, was
as follows, viz:

6 per cent loan, 511,781,00
5 do. do.  38,866,994,50
4} do. do. 388,200,00
4 do. do. 100,000,00
. Total funded debt. ——— 39,866,975,50

UNFUNDED DEBT, VIZ :
Relief notes in circu-

lation, 220,556,00
Interest certificates i
outstanding, 24,691,37
Do. unclaimed, 4,448,38
‘Domestic creditors, 1,164,00
Balance of tempora-
ry loan, Apr. 19,53, 400,000,00
ance of tempora-
ry loan, May 9; 54, 184,000,00
Total unfunded debt, ————  834,859,75
* Total debt, Dec. 1, '56, 22
Total debt, Dec. 1, '55, © 41,06
. do, o, 1,58,
Decrease,

It thus appears that during the past fiscal
year the sum of three hundred and sixty-six
thousand one hundred and fifty-eight dollars
and ninety-seven cents has been paid in hqui-
dation of the public debt, This, taken in con-
nection with the fact, that during the year cnd-
ing November 30, 1855, six hundred and thir-
ty thousand six hundred and ene dollars and
two cents were paid on the same account, exhi-
bits the ifying fact, that the process of re-
«ducing the public debt has commenced ; and,
anless checked by reelglus mismanagement

g P must
until the people and the Commonwealth ure re-
lieved from the debt and taxation with which
they are burdened. Tn sddition to this reduc-
tion of the public debt, large appropriations
and nts were made for the completion of
the Portage railroad and for debts previously
“ reontracted on that work ; for old -ndp \!

To redeem these cerlilh-n:ua,ni tion, be effected. In conuection ‘with the

| lonn would become necessary, and us a loan | payment of the public debt, this question be-
| cannot be efiected, in the present financial con- | comes deeply important. The sale would ccn-
! dition of the country, on terms more favorable ' stitute a new era in the financial history of the
to the State than those on which these certifi- | State, and assure a still more speedy reduction

thority be given to issne the bonds of the Com- | has been made. The subject is carnestly
monwenlth in renewal of said certificates, bear- | commended to your favorable eonsideration,
ing interest at the rate of five per cent. per an- | The subject of Lanks and banking capital
{ num, payable semi-annually, and redeemable in its relations to the currency—the general in-
| on or after the expiration of twenty years; ard | terests of trade and commerce and the indus-
| that the bonds be issued with coupons or certifi- | trial pursuits of the citizen, deserve your enre-
| cates of interest attached, in sums equal in a- | ful attention. My views expressed i a former
| mount to the semi-annual interest thercon, pay- | icati remain ged. The in-
| able on the first days of February and August, | corporation of new, or the re.charter of old
| in each and every year, it such place as may | and solvent banks when actually necessary,
be designated. This changein the form aud | avd demanded by the wants of legitimate trade
1 of the certifi it is believed, will | in the ity were located, should be fa.
be so advantageous to the holders, without in- | vored ; under no other circumstances should
creasing the liabilities of the Commonwealth, |
| as (0 induce a willing and prompt exchange, at
| & premium for the bonds proposed to be issued,” | be consulted, and a just discrimination as to
' The report of the Canal Commissioners will | number, locality and the demands ol trude be
be laid before you, and will exhibit in detail | exercised.
| the condition of the public works—their gene-| The rapid increase of population, the im-
raloperation, and the receipts and expenditures | portance and value of our home and foreign
for the past fiscal year. Jthe levelopemes
The total receipts at the Treasury, from Ehe | mnterinl wealth of the State, the extent
| e ey il

the interests of the State and people should

of our
1

public works, for the year ending N | g, and agricultural
30, 1856, were $2,006,015 06, being an increase | indnstry, that the State is flooded by a de-

over the revenues of the previous year, of $63,- | preciated currency introdnced by private bank-

1 638 95. Of this sum $1,013,580 16 were ca- | ers and brokers, might justify, under the res
nal and bridge tolls, and $992,426 50, tolls of | trictions and limitations indicated, a judicious
1 the Columbia and Portage railroads, { increase of banking capital within our Com-
The aggregate expenditures for the samoe | monwealth. This, whi'st it would aid the op-

| year -wero $1,043,896 82, being an increase | erations of trade, and supply the real business |

over those ofthe previous year, of $105,105 | wants of the people, would, “at the same time,
| 64, the revenues exceeding the expenditures | remedy, to some extent, the evils of a depreci-
on!ly 862,118 84. ated foreign and illegal currency.

'he incrense of the revenues from these | By the act approved the Gth day of Nov-
works would b2 encouraging, sere it not fo'[vom{mr last, the lgirliel.h section of the act of
the-fact that the expenditures have, incrensed | 1850, regulating banks, will be, after the first
in a still greater proportion—the expenditures l day of July next, extended te all incorporated

- | ordinary and extraordinary, exhausting almost | saving fund, trust and insurance companies,—

the entire revenue from this source. The sys-
tem must be defective, or more care and e-
conomy should be exercised in its manage-
ment.
The receipts at the Treasury from the seve-
ral divisions, were as follows viz:
| Mainline. . . . DL .. $1,220,272 86
| Sus:}uelmnnu, North Brach and
\ . . 426,820 51

est Branch, . .
Delaward, 2" . 0 L o 5. 349,022°29

| That section declared “that it shall not be law-
| ful for any of the said baunks to issue or pay
| out any bank notes other than those issued by
| itself) pgynblo on demand in gold or silver;
notes of specie paying banks of this State
which ave taken on”deposit or in payment ot
| del)tu, at par, at the counter of the bank where
paid out ; or notes of banks fesued nnder the
authority of the act of the 4th of May, 1841,
| at th\‘a' option of the person receiving the
same.
+ + 2,006,015 66 | These enactments were intended to pro-
tect the ity against the evils of a de-
precinted currency, and prevent its introduc.
tion from other States. However well intend-
od they will fail to secure these objects, unless |
made to embrace private bankers and others
n the main line the tolls received from the | of that cluss, whose profits are largely depen-
Treasury from l.!l.a Columbia road, ¥ere $991,- | dent upon the introduction iuto the State of |

Total receipts. . . .

The extraordinary payments during the year,
amounted to $808.89216 ; ordinary expendi-
tures, $1,135,004 00 ; net revenue, (excluding
pn‘;manu and for motive power) $871,011 00,

‘elaims recently ad b(v the commissioners

ted under the act of last session ; for re-

* laying the south track of the Columbia railroad;
for eularging the Delaware division of the en-

nal, and far other purposes. ' These extraordi-
nary demands ypon the Treasury have ceased

676 50 ; $528,084 86; tolls on | such a . In man the notes

gord for the credit of the State requires that * on terms amply protective of the rights and |

cates were issued, I would recommend that au- | of the public debt, than that to which reference |

cither be permitted. In the creation ot banks |

of the |

is established, the system, in its unity and in- | serves.
tegrity, should be maintained ; and if changed,
changed only to render more certain the ac-
omplishmen® of its noble purposes and ob
ects.

A sufficient number of competent and well- | or on the 7th of April, 1856, and officially com
trained teachers is the great want of the sys- 1 wmunicated to me, proposing

tems of our sister States. But the teacher is |

then sul

Chief should be more clearly defined ; as also of
the other officers connected with the military | frecmen.
orzanizations of the Commonwealth. This is !
necessary to preveut a conflict of jurisdiction
with other departments of thg government nnd
to give greater efficiency to our military system.
| Volunteer companies should be encouraged;
our entire military system should be remodel- | rights |
ed, and made to oceupy that honorable position | protected, fraud in every form should be pre- |
which from its importance ard necessity it de-

Near the close of the Inst session of the Leg- ' adequate t
islature, I transmitted to that body an ordinance | be adopted, is referred tothe wisdom of the Le-
passed by the select and common councils of | gislature, i
the city of Philadelphia, approved by the May- |

to convey to the |
tem. Ints structure and organization itis as | Commonwealth of Pennsylvania a lot of ground |

el P AL oeenneg afavanting tharoan
@ State Asenal.  Wait of time alone preven

sources of leg ower and ce, and
strikes o fatal blow at the cherished rights of |
These evils are alleged to exist in |
our large cities—the rural districts of the Slate
are comps
buses. A remedy,
| should be provided.  Every defence should be
thrown around the ballot-box, and whilst the
of legal voters should be secured

| veuted and punished. .
| gistry law, of some other measure of reform,
to the necessities of the case, should

As appropriate to this subject, the reform of
the naturalization laws—the prevention by the
National Government, of the importation of for-
eign criminals and paupers, a more care-
fiul wigid and naranial nation. by our
courts, of all persons coming before thei

for admissi

- |
|

wanted to give it proper vitality and efliciency | ted action on the
l —1t0 develop its true force and value—to securc |

1nduemion of the youth of the C. It 1ed

| pose i s of the

I

A 0 A The ground thus offered to the State is valua- |

{the great object of its creation, the thorough | ble, and its location most eligible for the pur-
o

.| appli to the vights of
zenship, would, to some extent correet existing |
abuses, and relievethe ballot-box frum the pres-

| How can this wint bo supplied?
[ tenchers to be trained and provided to meet | ditable

this educational demand 2 Must we be dej

- | phia, evineing a liberality and public spiri

1835, were issued, The minimum period fixed tion of the line, between the Junction and | dent upon the training schools of other States? | worthy of all commendation. The necessity of |

| Must our system be jeoparded, and its success | u State arsenal in that city is so apparent tha

much in their disinter

desired.  Tue Le
medy—they can supply the defictency. It sho'd | Governor was authorized to apply the same tc
bhe doue promptly and effectually. .{ subject

of greater interest can occupy your attention |
| as legislators—no one appeals more earnestly |
to duty and patriotism. |

In o former communication to the Legisla- |
ture the establishment of State Normal schools |
* for the education of reachers, was urged as in-

dispensably nacessary to the perfection of the |

gystem.  With full eonfidence in their utility !
| and necessity, Iagain recommend them. These

institations,” with theiv propM professors, and
| appliances, supported by the State, would meet |
the wants and elevate the character of our |
common schools.

Téachers' Institutes, as auxiliary to Normal
Schools, when in oparation, and supplying their |
placo till established, should be aided by the |
State.  One such institute in each county, |
mecting annually, under the fostering care of' |
the Government, would be productive of Llu.-l
most Veneficial results.  Whilstit would im-
| prove teachers and prepare them for their im- |
portant and responsible duties, it would elevate’|
and dignify a profession too long neglected and | ed and signed a bill, entitled “An Act to repea
under valued by those most deeply interested | the charter of the Lirie and North East railroad
in their honorable labors. These measures, as
also an addition to the annual State appropria- | same.”

the purchase of a lot of ground and to the er
ection of an arsenal thereon.
found insuflicient for these purposes, and con

ation has not been aecomplished. By the ces

of snitable grounds ; and the entire sum ol
$30,000 00 may be applied to the erection of

amply sulficient to accomplish this object.

immediate passage of . bill acce

ated for the erection of a State arsenal thereon

In pursuance of its provisions, Hon

tion for common schools, in an amount limited | Joseph Cascy, was appointed Lo take possession
only by the necessities of the Treasury, would | and bave the charge sud custody of the road.
give energy to the system; increase its efficiency | Before possession was'taken, application was

Our edueational, charitable and reformatory
| institutions have strong elaims upon the boun-

| '—and thus promote the true interests of the | made by the company, to one of the judges of
| people and the Commonwealth, ‘ the Supreme Court of Va., for an injunction to
|

session ; and sub

How are } grant are fuvorable to the State and hi‘;;hly cre- |
to the municipal authorities of Philadel- |

be porillmf, by waiting the slow and unaided | the subject needs no elaboration in this com- |
cfforts of voluntary associntions to furnish the | munication. After the sale of the State arse- |
| much needed teaclier?  Voluntary associations | nal in Philadelphia, the public arms were do- i
| of Common School teachers have accomplished | posited in an old bulding, or out house, unsafe
2 i ested and noble efforts | and unfit as a depository for public property.— |
to remedy this defuct.  They are worthy of the | The sum of §:30,000 00, realized from thatsale |
highest commendation—they deserve every en- | is now in the Treasury, and by the fifty-fifth 1
conrngement. They canr and will do more; | section of an act passed the 19th day of April, | of the rights of the north, as well as those of
but unaided they cannot accomplish the object | A, D, 1853, entitled #An Aet to provide forthe | the south—si
ature must provide the re. | ordinary expenses of government,” &e., the | harmony and welfare of our whole country —

This sum was | their dome
| sequently the object intended by the appropri- | hension tha repedl of the Missouri Compro- |
sion of this lot, the State will be relieved from | esteem by its association and connection with

the expenditure of any money for the purchase | the

the suitable buildings; to which sum can be ad-
ded, if deemed advisuble, the amount that may
be realized from the sale of the arsenals at
Meadville and Harrisburg, »s recommended in
my last annual message. These sums would be

1 would, tterefore, again recommend the
| veyanee of the suid lot of ground from the city

of Philadelphia, for the purposes and upon the
torms and conditions contnined in the ordin-
ance 5 and the sum of $30,000 00 be appropri- | and periled the great principles of liberty and

On the Gth day of October, 1855, I approv-

1 company, and to provide for the disposal of the

restrain the agent of the State from taking pos-

< sure of corrupting and dangerons influences.

To the ncts ulgthu National Government,
affecting, as they do, the rights and interests
t | of the Commonwealth, the people of the State |
cannot be indifferent.  Pennsylvania, oceupy- |
ng a high and conservative position in "mi
sisterhood of States—devoted to the Consti-
tution and the Union, in their integrity and
harmony, has been, and will ever be, as rendy
to recognize the rights of her sister States as
defend hier own.  These sentiments she has
never abandoned—these principles she has
never violated, Pledged to the maintenance

L

ly desivous to p the
o | and disclaiming all intention or desire to iuter-
- | fere with Constitational rights of the States, or
¢ institutions—the people of this |
- | Commonwealth viewed with alarm and appre-

- | mise—a compromise rendered sacred in public

great canse of national harmouy aud un-

aarding it as a palpable violation of
the plighted faith and honor of the nation,
and as an unwarrantable attempt to extend
the institution of domestic slavery to ter.itor
ies then free. This reckless and " indefensible
act of our National Congress, has not only a-
roused sectional jealousies and renewed “the
agitation of vexed and distencting questiony,
but, a3 a_ consequence, it bhas filled Kansas
with feaud, violence and strife—has stained its
s0il with blood, and by a system of territorinl
legislation, justly styled “infamouns,” has made
freedom of speech and of the press, a felony,

Al
fi

. | equal rights Ifthe " doctrine of “popular sov-
ereignty” is in good faith to be applied to that
1| Territory—if the people thereof are to be left
1| “perfectly free to form and regulate their do-
mestic institation in their own way, subject
. | only to the Constitution of the United States,”
then the abstruction of the great National hiygh-
ways to the northern emigrant—the employ-
ment of the National forces, and the subver-
sion of law and justice a!ike by the officials in
Kansas and Washington, to force slavery up-
on an uuwlilling people, cannot be too sc\‘ere{}

| 1

ty of the people, and I cordially commend them

10 your care and liberality. stay proceedings under the act. The

] y o 'y order
was made by the Supreme Court, in banc, to

l"r'r;edm‘u‘.il the great centre truth of Ameri-

The State Lunatic Asylum at Haerisburg,
and the Western Pennsylvania Hospital for the
Insane, and other kindred purposes at Pitts-
burg, are noble chaities, and deserve the aid
and encouragement of the State. ‘I annual
reports of these institutions will be laid before
you, and will exhibit, in detail, their operations
during the past year.

The House of Refuge in Philadelphia, and
the Western House of Refuge near Pittsburyg,
| are institutions of great excellence, and their

results clearly establish the wisdom of the poli-
cy that founded and sustainsthem. They ought
not to be neglected ; nor should the aid of the
| Commonwealth be withdrawn from them.
| The “Blind” and the “Deaf and Dumb Asy-
lums” at Philadelphia ; and “the Pennsylvania
| Training School for idiotic and feeble minded
| children,” are institutions that appeal, in silence |
| and sorrow, to the best and purest feelings of
! the heart, and . ask your sympathy and aid.—
| They should receive a generous share of the
benefactions of the State.
Agriculture, in its varied departments, isthe
great interest of the Commonwealth. It is the
| basis alike of financial and commercial success,

then pendi
in favor of

| State, ae directed by law,

On the twenty-second day of April, 1856, an
act, entitled “An Act supplementary to the act
incorporating the Lrie and North East railroad
company” was passed. By this act the Erie
and North East railroad, as originally located
and constructed, was legalized and confirmed;
and certain changes in the road were directed
to be made, and other acts to be done by the

It was also provided “that the Go-
I‘l re.?uu osxeduion of the Erie and

railroad, under the act of the si.

of October, 1855, until the provisions of l’;:il:
act shall have been accepted by & vote of the
stockholders of the Erie and A‘{vorth East rail-
road gcompany, at & meeting called for that pur-
pose.” On the fifteenth day of May, 1856, at
a meeting of the ulncllholgl:rl called for that
purpose, the provisions of the act were accept-
ed by their vote. This acceptance, duly certi-
fied, was received and filed in the Dep

before that court were determined
e Commonwenlth—the constitu-
tionality of the act sustained, and the applica- |
tior: for an injuaction refused. Possession of |
the road was then taken by the agent of the

can Rey the great laws of Ameri-
| can Nationality ; slavery is the exception. It is
| local and sectional; and its extension beyond

the jurisdiction ereating it, or to the free terri-
| tories of the Unicn, was never designed or con-

of 1780, which abolished slavery within her
ial limits—true to the great doctrines o

the Ordinance of 1787, which dedicated to trec-
dom the north-western territory of the Union—
true to National faith and National honor, asks
and expects, as due to her own citizens who
have, in good faith, settled in the territory of
Kansas, and as due to the industry and energy
of a free people, that Kansas should be free.

In this connection, and as consequent upon
the repeal of the Missouri Compromise, refer-
ence to a proposition made by some of the lea-
ding Southern journals, and more recently sanc-
tioned by high official authority in a sister State
to re-open the African slave trade, will not be
deemed improper. That such a traffic, declar.
ed to be piracy, and execrated by the civilized
world—s) crowded with horrors in every stage

and State and national prosperity. An interest | on the fifteenth day of July last. Possession

Ilha Fastern division of canal, from Colubia | of our own banks are_coliected by private
| to the Junction, $119,718 36; expenditures, | bankers and brokers, and with these, or with |
'5:}3,048 50 ; receipts from the Junction lot the specie withdrawn from the banks issuing
Pll\lburg, including the Portage railrond, | them, they purchase depreciated and foreign |
Sll'l,‘l"l 00; ordinary expenditures $304,702- | bank paper which is paid out at par at their
22, The total reeeipls on the main line were ' counters. By others large loans are negotin-

50 should be fostered by the State,

of the road h iti 5
and honored by all classes of society, To its o 4 heon Titiotedantis W nGw up

der the care and v of the

of its pursit A g to every
of humanity—every impulse of pure and noble
{iﬂmg, should be advocated or approved, in

promotion and success all should cheerfully

ib In a former ication I rec-
ommended the establishment of an Agricultu-
ral bureau, in connection with sowe one of the
State Departments, to give efficiency to the col-

A final account for money received fogm the
road whilst in possession of the State, will be
settled with the company at the carliest practi-
cable period,

1t is but proper Lo state that since the accep:

century, with apparent sinceri-
ty, and urged as a measure of political econo-
my and of justice and equality to the southern
States of the Union, are facts that find their
only explanation and apology in a wild entha.

atively free from such corrupting - |
co-extensive with the evil, |

and |

sal, and others.
::: to preachers and people o

ment of the South a8 well a the North, it sho'd
receive the indignant rebuke of every lover of
his country—of every friend of humanity and
justice. The history of the world stnd of crime
does not reveal a traffic more inhuridn ~an
atrocity more horrible, Agihist & proposition
so abhorent, and against the grinciple it in-
volves, as the representatives of n free pecple,
and in their name you should enter their una-
nimous and emphatie protest. .

T'he Union of the States whicls constitntes ns
one people, should be ‘dedrdoyon—to every
American citizen, Tn the heat and excitement
of politicul eontests—in the whirl of sectione!
and conflicting intereats —amid the surging of
human passions, harsh and discordant voices
may be heard, threatening ils:integrity and de-
nouncing its deom ;. bui inthe calm, “sober,
second thought” of a patriotic. and virtnous
eople, will be found its security and defence.
Pounded in wisdom, and cherished by the in-
tense affection of pure and devoted patriotism,
it will stand, safe and nndistarbed, amid the
insane rage of political demagogueism, and the
fitful howling of frantic fanaticism jand when it
falla—if h\lf it must—it will be when liberty
and trath, patriotism and virtne, have perished.
Pennsylyania tolerates .no gentiment of disu-
nion—she knows not the word. Disunion!
W'tis an afterthonght—n monstrous wish—nn-
born till virtne dies”” The Union and the Con-
stitution—the safe-guard and boud of Ameri-
cau Nationulity—will be revered and defended
Ly every American Freeman who cherishes the
principles and bonoys the memory of the illus-
trions foanders of the Republie,

Recognizing owr ' responsibility to fim whe
controls the destinies of nations and of men ;
and invoking his blessing o your deliborations,.
moy order and harmony etmracterize your ses-
sions, and with single reference o the public
goodg may your legislative action, in ity char-
acter and results, promote the happiness and
welfure of the people, and the honor and pros-
perity of the Commonwealth.

JAMES POLLOCK.
Execuiive CHAMBER,
Harrisburg, January 7, 1857
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g EDITORS.

Gen. Simon Cameron, Re=

WPI blican, has heen elected
Senator. Huzza !

| Accioent.—A MaN SsOT.—Mnr David
Barkstresser, merchant, residing in Sto-
| nerstown, Bedford county, Pa., met with
| a serions accident on Wednesday last, that
Mr. B,
was engaged in discharging a six shooling

| came near terminat'ng his life.

Whether a judicions re- | rovolver at a target in his garden.  After
’ discharging all .the loads, as he thought,
| he handed the revolver to Mr. Graybill,

who had just- come up to where he had
been shooting, whilst he started to examiae
the target, Scarce had he done so, when
Mr. Graybill, believing the loads were all
discharged, pulled the trigger, and the

| sixth luad was discharged, entering Mr,

B.'s back, close to his right shoulder blade,
I'he wound was thoroughly probed, but
the bullet was not found. = We are happy
to state that he is speedily recovering.

e ST
&~ We are happy to learn that Ex-

| quire Horton, who was so seriously injured:

by some Irishmen on Broad Top, last weck,,
who was published as dead, is rapidly re~

covering, I'he Esquire’s excellent consti-.
tution, and the skilful treatment of Dr, H.
A. Dorsey, his physician, contributes to
his recovery.

™ Petorson’s Magazine, for Febru-
ary, has been received, We are glad to
see that this noble magazine is rapidly ta-
kking the lead in this line, as it is undoubt-
edly one of the best published. Only 82
per year. Address '(, B. Peterson, Phil.

& Our thanks are due Messrs. Cress-
well and Wintrode, of Penna, Legislature,
for public documents, ‘Also to Gov. Pol-
lock for an early copy of his message.

e
B> The message of Gov. Pollock crowds:

out other interesting matter this week.
CULTBLERLY 5

&5 Wo have received a copy of the N. Y
Tribune Almanae.  Price 124 c  copy.
or $1 per doz, i 2 L

o

€25 The Golden Dagon ; or, up and da
Irr:\muhh:. bqing passages ,ol 'Aflljv’;:(lu‘r:wi: :}::
Burman Empire. By an American. Illustra-
lcr‘lql{ulu p:;gu. Price $1,00,

e writés in a style that might by
dashing “O\v!}‘lCorrewponnlnnt” of uLI'l ‘ﬁ:i:'nlg
newspap er, here is lifo and color i -
rative.”—London Examiner. - .r bl

“The author has all the spirit of adventure
the r:ck]ess.ulx«llcily of enterprise, tha. taste for’
the comic side of things, and the talent for dash-
ing. *\l'mml description, of your genuine full-
loode®Yankee traveler”.—N, Y. Tribune,
Published by Dix, Edwards & Co.; New York,

AECs el

%" The American Almanac ;tl Reposito
:z?:efnlml{nowle&;e for the y’em“' 185!;. £ :{
me; 12mo ; about 400 s, Pricein pa-
per, GI’; hmuyd'tl,ls. I avia
Crosby, Nnely.ls & Co., Boston, Publishers.
It surpasses in comprehensiveness and value
any similar compend in the world, Geg iz,

Itgmpl-;ed bythe'palriot founders of the Repub- *NOTWB. i ¥
e, * In with these i i
Pennsylvania, true to the principles of the act Bigﬁﬂ- aihiagaiodo Clop] Walker,

i y mote or book account, wil -
tice that they are in my hands n’n«l ﬂl:kl: :51
be o matter of economy on their part to sattle
the same in a reasonably short time.
D. HOU?Z, Assignee

of H. C. er.

2.

OF§‘10E removed to the mmlm
al

Services will be” conducted b v's -Bishop

DRS. WILLER 3 FR
joining the reside
R. Aﬁiaon iller,“::nr':fn:og’g:t
DEDICATION,
The M. E. Church lr!l!,unti'quon-will be de-
Waugh, J. A. Colling, Dr. T, ‘o ) -
A gordialingitation.la exten.

siasm, or w still wilder fanaticism that over-

HUNTINGDON, PA,
byterian Church.

_ Jun. 14, 1857.tf.

dicated to the service of Al

turday, February the 1st, n‘ﬁhg:g::; qln.s!.l-
i \ eoygignouu char-
Huntingdov, Jan. 14, 1837 'y o
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