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71‘[11'2 House being in Committee of the Whole

on the State of the Univa on the Army ap-
propriation bill,

Mr. Colfax said :

Mr. Cramsay: I desire to give notice that
I shall mave, when we reach the third clause
of the pending Army bill, the following amend-
ment; and I read it now, because the remarks
I shall make today are designed to show its
necessity,

“But Congress, hereby disapproving of the
code of alleged laws officially communicated
to them by the President, and which are rep-
resented to hnve been enacted by a body claim-
ing to be the Territorial Legislature of Kan-
sas, and also disapproving of the manner in
which said alleged laws have been enforced
by the authorities of said Territory, expressl
declare that until these alleged laws shall
have been affirmed by the Senate and House
of Rc{»roscnmli\'es as having been enacted by
a legal Legislature, chosen in conformity with
the organic law by people of Kansas, no part !
of the military force of the United States shall
be employed in aid of their enforcement; nor
shall any citizens of Kansas be required, un-
der their provisions, to act asa part of the
posse comitaus of any officer acting as mar-
whal or sheriff in said Territory.”

My especial object to-day is' to speak rela-
tive to this code of laws, now in my hand,
which hes emanated from a so-called Legisla- |
tive Assembly of Kansas; and for the making |
of which your congtituents, in common with

ine, have paid their proportion—the whole
baving been paid for out of the Treasury of
the United States.  In speaking of the “pro- |
visions embodied in this volumi d {
and of the manner in which these “laws” havo |

been enforced, I may feel it my duty to use sonably expect to find him a supporter. The |

plain and direct langu ; and I find my ex-|
empler, as well as my jurisdiction for it, in the |
unlimited freedom of debate which, from the |
first day of the session, has been clnimed and
exercised by gentlemen of the other side of the
House. And, recoguizing that freedom of de-
bate as we have, to the fullest extent, subject
only to the rules of the House, we intend to
exercise it on this side, when we may sce fit
to do 80, in the same ample manner. ~ Hence, |
whefi we bave been so frequently called “fan-
atics,” and other epithets of denunciation, no '
one on theseseats has even called gentlemen of
the other side to order.. When it has pleased
thew to denounce us as Black Republicans or |
colored Republicaus, we have taken no excep-
tion to the attack, for we regard freedom of
speech as one of the pillars of our free insti-
tutions. When, not content with this, they |
have charged us with impiled perjury, in be.
ing hostile to the constitution, and unfaithful
to Union, 'we have been content to leave the
j between us and our accusers- -
in which principles will have more
In spite of all

weight than denunciation.
these attacks we have not been moved to any
attempt to restrict the most perfect and unlim-

ited freedom of speech on the part of our de-
nouncers ; for we acknowledged the truth of
Jefferson's sentimert, that “Error ceases to he
dangerous, when Reason is left free to combat
i

2 |
If that constitutiona! safegnard of onr rights
and liberties, free speech in debate, is to be
recogrized, enforced, and protected, in this |
House. Every Represontative of a free con- |
stituency, if worthy of that responsible position |
ghiould speak here atalltimes, not ‘bated breath' |
but openly and fearlessly, the sentiments of
that constitueney ; for sirit is not elone the

Before I proceed to maki
these laws, which I hold were never legally
enacted were never fit to be made, nor fit to be
obeyed by a free people, let me say a few werds
in regard to the manner in which they have
been administered and enforced. We have
heard of murder after murder in Kansas—mur-
ders of men for the singular crime of prefer-
ring Freelom to Slavery; but you have not
heard of any one single  attempi by any court
in that Territory to indict auy one of those
murderers. The bodies of Jcnes, of Dow, of
Barber and others, murdered in cold blood are
mouldering away and joining the silent dust;

et oue of the murderers this very day holds a

erritorial office in Kansas, and another of
them holds an office of Influence and rank un-
der the authority of the General Government,
while neither the Territorial nor the General
Government inquire into the crimes they have
committed, or the justification for their  broths
er's blood that staine their hands.
. 1 wish first Mr. Chairman, to speak of the
manner in which the Chief Justice, sitting as
the supreme judicinl officer of the Territory
of Kansas, has | the fi of

e an anylysis of

! tial Judge, 8. D. Lecompte, with nin2 other

persons, are incorp d as the I b
and Lecompton Railroad ; and I ask you to no-
tice, and explain if you can, the difference
which exists between that and other railroad
incorporations.

In the first place, the other railroad charters
wre granted to eertain persons in continuous
suceeseion. In this charter, with a capital of
$3,000,000, for a railroad from Leavenworth to
his favorite city of Lecompton, (which was
made the capital of the Territory by this same

gisl ) with an indefinite an i
ed power to build branch railroads from the
capital in any and every direction, Judge Le-
compte and his associates, including Woodzon,
the Secretary of the Territory, are, granted
perpetual succession. In section 21, page 777,
there is this special objection, which, though
brief in its Janguage, is momentous in its im-

ortance, for the bencfit of Judge Lecompte

sir; that charge is only another link in the
chain of tyranny, which the Pro-Slavery rulers
of that Tarritory are encoiling around its peo-
le. And whenthe defenders of these proceed-
ngs ask usto trust to the impartiality of courts,
I answer them by pointing to this charge, and
also to the judicial decrees of the Territory, by
authority of which numbers of faithful citizens
of the l}ni‘.ed States have been indicted, impri-
soned, and harrassed—by authority of which
the town of Lawrence was sacked and bombar-
ded—by authority of which printing presses
were destroyed, without legal notice to their
owners, and costly buildin;s cannonaded and
consumed, without giving the slightest oppor-
tunity to their proprietors to be heard in oppo-
sition to these decrces; all part and parcel of
the plot to drive out the friends of Freedom
from the Territory, so that Slavery might take
unresisted possession of its villages and plaing,
It might hare been supposed that, at least,
one of those rights dear to all American free-

0.

“That scctions seven, thirteen and twenty of
article first, and so much of section 11, article
second, as relates to stock owned, of an act

|

|

his office. I have no imputation to make
upon him as a man of moral character or of
judicial ability, Idonot say he has wilfull

and corruptly violated his official oath ; for i
can say fhat authoritatively in only one way—
and that i, that by a voting for bis impeach-
ment I shall not comment, sir on the extraordi-
nary manner in which he has enforced the
Kansas code, with Draconian severity, against
all who advocated Freedom for Kansas, but
with a serene leniency towards all who did not
pushing its severest provisions to the extremest
point in one case and forgelling apparently,
that it contains any penalties whatever ia the
other. But I desire to draw the attention of
the House to the fact, proved by the code its-
elfy that this "Legislntum" have used every ex»
ertion within ¢4t power to make that Judge
the inferested champion and advocate of the
validity of their engctments. Pecuniary in-
terest, sir, is a powerful argument with man-
kind gencrally.  We all see and we all recog-
nize this fact as a truism which no logician de-
The Administration that gives a man
ensive or a profitable contract may rea-

nies,

an ext
Legislature that confers on a man a valuable
charter, would have a_right to feel surprised

it he did not decide in favor of the legality
and the itutionality of their 3

i , shall not apply to this
act.” |

In the examination which I gave to these |
Iaws, it strack me that this exception of this
charter, for the benefit of Lecompton and Le- |
compte, from the provisions of the general |
law relative to corporations, was singular, to
say the least y an? I turned back to the general |
law, to sce the character of the provisions thus
suspended go far as this act was concerned; and
the proof thatit furnishes of the infention on |
the part of the Legislature, to make Judge Le- ’
compton inferested ir. thelr Lebalf, is so strong,
that I will refer you to these sections as circum-
stantial evidence of to ordinary character.

Section seven of the general corporation
law (see page 164) provides as follows :

“The charter of every corporation that shall
hereafter be granted by law, shall be subject !
to alteration, suspension, or repeal, by any suc- |
ceeding Legislature ; Provided, such alteration
suspension, or repeal, shall in no wise conflict |

men—the trial by an impartial jury—would
have been left for the people of Kansas unim-
paired. But whea the invaders and conquerers
of Kansas, in their border ruffian Legislature,
struck down all the rights of freemen, they did
not even leave ther this with which they might
possibly have had some chance of justice, even
against the hostility of Presidents, the tyranny
of Governors and the hatred of Judges. But
the first section of the act concerning jurors
(see page 377) enacts that “All courts, befora
whom jurors are required, may order the mar-
shal, sheriff, or other officer, to summon a sufli-
cient number of jurors.”

The whole matter is left to the discretion of
these officers ; and Marshal Donaldson or “She-
riff Jones" pack juries with just such men as
they prefer, and whom they know will be their
willing instruments. For & Free State man to
hope for justice from such a jury, charged by
such a judge as Lecompte, would be to ask that
the miracle by which the three Israelites passed
through the fiery furnace of their persecutors
unscathed, should be daily reenacted in the
jurisprudence of Kansas. Nay, more, sir—to

with any right vested in such corp by |

|

its charter.”

But in Lecompte's charter, the power even
to ainend it is, by the suspension of the above |
section, witbheld from any “succeeding Legis-
lature,” even if said Legislature, or the Peoph.-
of Kansas, unani y desired it |

as well as use all of his influence in their fa-
vor, if their authority to act ns granitors was
disputed, and if his character fell to the ground
as worthless, in case their right to grant it was

overthrown. It is true, some men are so pure fors liable for

il

debts.  But this, too, is suspended by the mock |
Legislature of Kansas, for the benefit of Judge |
Lecompte. |
Section lwun:ly (sce pnge 166) makes direc- |

el

make

regard to jurors ludes all but Pro-SI

House and elsewhere in tegard to it ; and, sir,
if you will turn to page 280 of this Kasas code |
you will see that there is not to be +u election |
for members of the lower House of the Legisla-
ture until the first Monday in October, in the
year 1856—over eighteen months since the
first Legislature was elected. If you turn, then,
to page 403, you will fiud that no regular ses
sion of that Legislature is to be held until Jan-
uary, 1857 s0 that the term of that House of
Representatives, in defiauce of the organic law,
is Ym]onged to twenty-two menths nstead of
twelve months. Sir, their term has expired
now. There is no legislatute in the Territory
of Kansas this day; and therefore, in the lan-
guage of the Declaration of Independence, “the
gislati owers, incapable of annihilation,
have returned to the people at large for their
exercise.” For excrclsing them, however, in
no conflict with the Territorial Government, but

Iy iding it and ining from put-
ting any legislation in force, but only organi.
zing as o State to apply for adm
“a redress for their grievances"—for doing
this the court of Judge Ig.ecample arraigng them
for treason, and scatters ite indictments all over
the Territory.

Second, The same section of the Kansas o
ganic law says that the members of the council
shall serve for “two years;" but their term has
been prolonged in the same manner to nearly
three years, so that the counsellors elected in
March, 1855, remain in office until the 14t of
January 1858—longer than a member of this
House "holds his scat by the authority of his
constitnents, And it is to this Legislature; the
Senatorial branch of which, even if legally elec: |
ted, should expire in nine months from this |
time, but which, in defiance of the organic law, |
have taken upon themselves to extend their |
term to a period nineteen months distant, that !
Judge Douglas desires, in his bill, to submit
the question of when a census shall be taken
preparatory to admission as a State and to

clothe them with the superintendence of the |
movements in the Tertitory, prelimi to said |

come famous from the discussions in this

respeclive offices.””  No more—no less. Dut ! 8, vetse 3, “entefing into every house and se
the legislators of Kansas, with the same disre- | ing men and women, committed them to
gard of the Congressional law, that marked ' on;") and I have quoted you a section,showin
their other acts, enacted another kind of official | how émpartially they arc to bo constituted,
oath, on page 438 of their code, a3 follows : | with men on one sie only ; but in this very
“Sec. 1. AU officers elected or appointed un- | ehapter, the concluding prov[sion, section thir-
der any existing or subsequently enacted laws teen, (page 606) repeats this gross violation of
of this Territory, shall take and subseribe the | the National Constitution, as follows :
following oath of office : ‘I , do solemn- | “No person, who is conscientiously opposed
ly swear, upon the holy Evangelists of Almigh- | to holding s'aves; ot who does not admit the
I{Gud, that I will support the Constitution of | right to hold slaves in this Territory, shall sit
the United States, and that I will support and = as a juror on the trial of any prosecution for
sustain the provisions of an act entitled “An | any violation of any of the sections of thisact."
act to organize the Torritories of Nebraska and : Here, sir, in these instances which I have
Kansas,’ and the provisions of the law of the | quoted, stand the Constitution of the United
Unuited States, commonly known as the ‘Fugi- | States on the one side, and the Kansas code on
tive Slave Law, and faithfully and impartielly | the other, in dircet and open conflict—bhe one
and to the best of my ability, demean myself | teclaring that the {reedom of speech shall not
in the discharge of my duties in the office of be abridged, that the freedom of the press shall
; 80 help me God."” 1 be protected, that juries above all things else;
You cannot fail to notice that, in the new ' sball be entirely impartial; the other trampling
oath, framed by the bogus Legislature, the Fu- ' all these safeguards under foot. And because
itive Slave Law, is elevated to a “higher law” | & majority of the settlers there, driven from the
ﬁl.\u the Constitution ; for the officer is morely ' polls by armed mobs, legislated over by a mob
to “support” the latter, but is required to swear | 1n whose election they had no agency, choose
that he will “support and sustaiy" the other. | to stand by and maintain their rights underthe
Besides these seven palpable, flagrant, and | Constitution, you have seen how anarchy and
unconcealed violations of the organic law, or- | violence, how outrage and persecution, have
ganizing the Territory, I point you now to five | been ranning riot in that Territory, far exceed-
equally direct and open violations of the Con- | ing in their tyranny and oppression, the wrongs
stitution of the United States ; for that instru- | for which our revolutionary forefathers rose a-
ment has been trampled upon as recklessly as  gainst the masters who oppressed them, and
the laws of Congress. | yet, though the protection they have had from
First. The very first amendment to the Con- | the General Government has been only the
stitution of the United States prokibits the pas- | same kind of protection which the wolf gives
sage of any law “abridging the freedom of ' the lamb, they have, while repudiating the
speech:” and it is a significant fact, as can be | ritorial sheriffs, bowed in submission to writa
learned from ‘Hickey's Constitution, page 33, | in the hands of the United States marshal, or
that this, with a number of other amendments | when the soldiers ofthe United States, yielding
to the Constitution which follow it, was submit: | to orders which they do not deem it dishonora
ted by Congress to the various States in 1789, | ble for them to deapise; assiet in their execution.
immediately after the aduption of the Conatitu. | Such forl ch tions of their
tion itself, with the’ following preamble ¢ allegiance to the national autMerity—become
“That conventions of a number of States hia- | the more wonderful, when it is nEpurcnt ag the
ving at the time of their adopting the Consti- | noouday sun, that every attempthas beon made
tution, expressed a desire, inforder to prevent | to harass them into resistance to the authority

doubly sure, the same law, in | admission. When we have investigated to-day | ther declaratory and restrictive clauses should
| th i

e - . 1

men from the jury box in all cases relating di-

rectly or indirectly to Slavery; for here is its | far, no one will need to ask, why I am not wil- | were proposed.

thirteenth section (page 378 :)

“No person who is conscientivusly opposed | of power or authority hereafter, but, or the con- | ment probil

to the holdin
ight to hol

H

any person in slavery is involved, nor in any
cause in which any injury done to, or commit-
ted by any slave, is in issue, nor in any crimi-
nal proceeding for the violation of any law en-

," the “justice,” the “im-
partiality,” the “humanity,” of their acts thus |

ling, for one, to zive them the slightest degree !

But, if to these two points it is replied that '
the term of the House of Representatives was
fntended by this mock Legislature to expire on
the 30th of March, 1856, ten months before

bts incurred by them exceed- | acted for the protection of slave prcperty, and | the new House takes its seat, and the Council, enactors of the Kansas code.

uction or abuse of its power, that fur- | of the United States, 5o as to furnish a pretext

| doubtless, for their indiscriminate imprison:
| ment, expulsion, or massacre.

Fourth. The Constitution also prohibits cra-

el and unusual punishmerite. 1 shall show be-

nclusively proven that the amend- | fore I close, that this so called Kansas Legisla-

ting any abridgzement of the free- | ture has prescribed most cruel and unusual

be added.”
Therefore, the amendments that followed

Thus is

slaves, or who does not admit the | trary, desire to take from them that which they ' dom of speech was adopted to preveut “an @-  punishments, unwarranted by the character of
slaves in this territory, shall be a | bave illegally usurped and tyrannically exer- | buse of power,” which our forefathers feared the offences punished, and totally disproportion-
ly liable for its | juror in any cause in which the fight to hold ' cised.

might be attempted by some degencrate de-  ed to their eriminality.

scendants at some later period of our history. |  #i/th. The Constitution declares (article 1;
But, though they thus sought to preserve and ' section 9) that “the privilege of the writ ofAa-
protect free speech, by constitutional provision, eas corpus shall not besuspended, unless when
their prophetic fears have been realized by the | in cases of rebellion or invasion, the public

Its one hund- | safety may require it.” But the Kansas code,

as not to be effected by such things ; butinthe | ing the capital stock. But this also, is suspen- | for the punishment of crime committed againat | in March, 1857, ten months before the Council red and fifty-first chapter, on puges 604 and 605 | in its chapter of habeas corpus, (article 3, sce-

human mind cannot fail to be thus influenced | ded in Judge Lecompte's charter, and Aeis one | the rig

even if it is not absolutely controlled.
. Now if you will turn to the concluding por-
tion of this “‘code of laws,” you will find

of the directors of the road.
But there is still another extraordinary pro-

1

to such property.”
I leave this dark picture of shis
of Kansas, and turn now to

hundred and forty pages of it, over one sixth| grant of this Legislature. Section fifieen (page | February, 1836, over two mouths after the

of the whole, devoted to corporations, shingled | 776

in profusion over the whole Territory, granting |

charters for railroads, insurance companivstoll | struction or repair of said roa:

bridges, ferries universities,
plank roads, and, in fact, al

it

years. No less than four or five hundred

rond commissioners) have been thus “uncorpo-

rated, and have been made the recipients of

the bourty of the legislation of Kansas, ma-| of such great value in Kansas, from land thro' | fraud and violence, wonld be unworthy the name l is the enacting of a Fugitive Slave Law in that ' decmed avinTY oF renoxy, and punished, by |
American. If there was ever justifiuble  Territory : although by section twenty-cight of imprisonment at hard labor,

king a great portion, if not all of them, inter- | which the rond runs, but also from “adjoining” | of'
| tracts ; and still further, from tracts “near said | cause for popular revolution against a usurp- | the

ested advocates to sustain the legality of those
laws now in dispute before the the American
people. I need scarcely add, that the name of
vearly every citizen of Kansas who has been

conspicuous in the recent bloody scenes in that | his timber or gravel, the company are authori-

Territory on the side of Slavery, can be found
among the favored grantees and all them know
that if that Legislature is proved to be illegal
and fraudulent, their grants become value-
less.

In quoting from this code of the laws of the
Legislature of Kansas, I desire to state that

mining companies | vel, or other materials, from the land of any

kinds of charters | person adjoining to or NEAR said road, and
that are of value to their recipients, and, in-| caonot contract for the same with the owner
deed more, than will be needed there for many | thereof; said company may proceed to take

1

|

|
|

two hundred and thirty four members of this | I quote from Executive document No. 23. sub-
House who mivgle in this arena of debate; | mitted to this House by the President of the
but Lere, within this bar, are the teeming mil- | United States, and printed by the public prin-
lions of American freemen, not individually ! ter of Congress. It is entitled “Laws of the
participating, as in Athens in the olden time, | Territory of Kansas,” and forms a volume of
in the enactment of laws and the discussion | eight hundred and twenty-three pages. I no-|
and settlement of the foreign and domestic tice that many members have a copy of thiul
policy of the nation ; but still, sir, participa- | code before them ; now; and as many people !
ting in the persons ot their representatives, | as they discuss these enactments around the
whow they bave commissioned to speak for |

provides :
f said company shall require for the con-
, any stone, gra-

|

1

|
;

per- | possession of and use the same, and have the | binding authority of the Missou
sons (not containing one  handred Territorial | property assessed,” &e,

troit Iree Press, the ory

| meets, it follows that, though the Nebraska bill

urisprudencs | extended “popular sovereignty"” by giving the ' slave property ; 3 : 1 ith
‘m laws them. | President absolute cont rol of two of tho three strian despot or Russian Czar, which isnot mer- this territory, or lawfully arrested as a fugitive
one | vision in this charter, which 1 find in no other | selves—“la-vs" that were, as late as the 9th of | branches of the Government, the Kxecutive ciful in comparison with its provisions. Here, | from service from another State or Territory,

{and Judicial, and left to the people only the

ope:
| ning of this session, thus spoken of by the [‘)u- 1 Legislative, subject to a two-thirds veto of the tion twelve
of General Cass | President’s Governor, this Legislature so legia-

is entitled, “An act to punish offences sgainst | tion 8, page 345,) enacts as follows :
ind there is n» decree of Au- | 'No negro or mulatto, held as a slave within

sir, in the very teeth of the Constitution, is sec- !

of that chapter : |
YIf any free person by speaking or by writ. |

shall be discharged, nor shall his right of fiee.
dom be had under the provisions of this act."”
‘This provision, suspending the writ of habe

and one of the leading Deniocratio papers of | lates that there is no House of Hepresentatives | ing, assert or maintan that persons have wmoi as corpus in the above cases, is not only a vio-

the Northwest t

there from March, 1856, to January, 1857—

the right to hold slaves in this Territoryor shall lmiqu of the Constitution, but also of the or-

“But the President should pause long before | and ne Council from March, 1857, 16 January | introduce into this Territory, print, publish, ' ganic law ; for that provided, in section 28 for

treating as treasonable insurrection the action
of those inhabitants of Kansas who deny the
Kansas Leg-
islature; for, in our humble opinion, a people

| 8—in & word, so that there can be no Leg-
islature In tho Territory from March, 1856, to
January, 1858, except from January to March,
I 1857, BARELY TWO MONTHS OUT OF TWENTY-

ot only are they empowerad to take stone, | that would not be inclined to rebel against the | Twol

gravel, and other materials, including timber, :

acts of a legislative body forced upon them by

Third. The next violation of theorganic law

Nebraska bill, the Fugitive Slave Law of

road,” which may be construed to mean onc | ing and obnoxious Government, that cause has | the United States was declared “to extend and |

mile, or five miles, or ten miles off as the case
may be. And if the owner refuses to part with |
zed to take it first, and pay for it afterwards ;
and the man who resists, and sceks to protect |
his own property, would be amenable to the
enaltics of this bloody code for resisting “the
aws of Kansas.,” What was the object of these
extraordinary grants and privileges to Judge
American people to decide.
Before IYenve this Judge—the central fizure
as be is of the groap of men in Kansas who are
using the power of the Judiciary as it was used
during “the bloody assizes” in England and
the Reign of Terror in France, to enforce the
decrees of tyranny—I must call ion to his |

|
|
|

existed in Kansas."

The President of the United States has des
clared in his special message to Congress, in
his proclamation, and in bis ordera to Governor
Shannon and Colonel Sumner, through his

by the full exercise of his power. He has, of
course, read them, and kiuows of their provi-

be in full force within the limits of the Territo- !
ry of Kansas.” This is one of the violations
| Lﬂnt 1 do not complain muchabout, for, in some !
| respects, the Territorial law is milder than the
l national one, and requires the slave claimant to |

| Secretary of State and Secretary of War, that | pay the costs in advance y but I allude to it to | sar,” are to be_enforced by him, despite that
| this code of Territorial laws is to be enforced | show the utter recklessness of the Kansas leg- | Constitution, with the army ofthe United States;

islators, and their disregard of the law of Con- |

| By this law, (sections 28 and 29, page |

| gress.

Lecompte and  his associates, I submit for the | sions.  He must know that they trample on the | 329,) persons are prohibited from taking fugi- | those laws.” But, sir,ina few short months, | as corpus, involving the question of personal

write, circulate, or cause to be introduced into 8ppealsto the Bupreme Court of the United
this Territory, written, printed, publiched, or States, on writs of kabeas corpus, in cases in-
circulated in this Territory, any ook, paper, volving the right of freedom, the issuing of
magazine, pamphlet, or circular, containing which this Territorial law expressly prohibits,
any denial of the right of persons to hold | The language of the Nebraska Kensas act is
slaves in this Territory, such person shall be | as follows ;
“Except, also, that a writ of error or appeal
for a term of not | shall alsa be allowed to the Supreme Court of
| the United States from the decision of the eaid
Supreme Court, cteatsd by this act, or of any
judge thereof, or of the district courts created
by this act, or of any judge thereof, upon any
| writ of habeas corpus, involving the question
| of personal frecdvm.”
| llim the Kansas Legislature coolly set aside
the law of the United States by which alone
their Territorial organization was brought into
and Mr. Buchanan is pledged by Judge Doug- | existence, and effectually prohibited any appeal
las to “the firm and undivided execution wf‘ to the Supreme Court, “upon any writ ofﬂdbe-

less than two years,"
How many more than two years he shall be
unished, is left to the tender merey of Judge
ecompte, and the jury which “Sheriff Jones"
will select for their trial. The President of the
United States has sworn to protect the Consti-
tution ; but this, witl the other “laws of Kan-

organic law, which his official signature breath. | tives from the Territory, except in accordance | the free people of the United States will inau- | freedom,” by declaring that the writ shall not

ed intu life. He must know that they lrum,vle
on the Constitution of the United States, which
he and we have sworn to support. Reading
them as he has, he could have chosen rather to
support the lnw of Congress and the national

charge tothe Iusl.frand jury which he address-
ed in Kansasjand in which, inatead of alluding [

them, in the important questions which are |

d for our cousiderstions. Iere, in
this angust presence, before the whole Ameri- |
can people, thus represented,stand, and must
ever stind, States and statesmen, legislators
and jurists, parties and principles, to be sub-
jeeted to the severest scruting and the most
searching review. Here Alubama arraigns |
Massachuselts, as she has done through the
mouth of one of her Representatives bhut a
few weeks since ; and herc Massachusetts has
equally the cight to arraign any other State of
the Confederacy. Aund while the Republic
stands, this freedom of debate, guaranteed and
protected by the Constitution, must and will
be substained on this floor.

Mr. Chairman, I feel compelled, on this oc:
casion, therefore, by truth, and by a conscien-
tions conviction of what I know {o be the feel
ing of my constituents—for whom I speak as
much as 1 lo for m}'sel!—lo denounce, as I do
this day, the “code” of the so called Legisla-
ture of Kansas, as a code of tyranny and op-
pression, a code of outrage and of wrong,
which would disgrace the Legislature of any |
State of the Union, as it disgraces the Goths |
and Vandals, who after invading and conquer
ing the Territory, thus attempted to f;lny the |
despot over its people, and to make the white
citizensof Kansas greater slavesthan the blacks
of Missouri. No man can examine the decrees
of Louis Napoleon, no matter how ignorant he |
may have been of the procession of events in |
France for the past six years, without having '
the conviction &rced upon his mind that they
emanated from an usurper and s despot. The
very enactments embodied in these decrees
bear testimony against him. The limitations

on the right of the subject; the mockery of the |

pretended freedom of elections which he has’
vouchsafed to the people; the rigid censorship
of the press; the shackles upon the freedom
of speech ; all combine to prove that they em-
anate from an autocrat, who, however men may
differ as to the wislom of his stat hi

hearth stone at home, cannot believe they are
authentic, I will take pains to quote the sce-

| tion and pages of every law I allude to, and

will eay to gentlemen upon the other side, that
if’ they find me t]nming incorrectly in a single
instance, or in the minutest particular, essen-
tial or non-essential, I call upon them to cor
rect me on the spot. T wish to lay the exact
truth, no more, no less, from this official rec
ord itself authenticated as it is by the President
of the United States himself, before Congress
and the American people.

You will find in this code of laws that Mr,
Isaacs, the district attorney for Kansas, figures
in four acts of incorporation, und cannot fail,
therefore, to believe in the legality of their en-
actment. Mr. L. N. Reese figures in three
more ; Mr, L. J. Eastin in three § Stringfellow
in three, of course ; and R, R. Reese in five—
all of them earnest defenders of the code of its
provisions, as might be expected. But I de-
sire more particularly to show you the incorpo-
rations in which the Territory of Kansas Aave
given an interest to the Chief Justice of the
Terrvitory, Judge Lecomp'e, sitting though he
does upon the j:gicinl ench, to decide upon
the validity of thes" Territorial laws. You will
nd him on page 738, incorporated as one of
the regents of the Kansas University ; but I
Fnss by that as of very little moment. At page

60 you will find a charter for the Central
Railroad Company, with a capital of $1,000,000
in which 8. A" Lecompte is one of the incorpo-
rators. The Chief Justice’s nameis S. L. Le-
compte; and as I cannot hear of any other
person of the name of Lecompte in the territo-
rg. I have no doubt that this is a misprint in
the middle initial, and that Zis name was in-
tended. But I will give him the benefit of the

| doubt, and pass over this charter. On page
769 you find another charter, in which Chief

Justice 8. D. Lecompte figuies as a corpora-
tor, It is the charter of the Leavenworth,
Pawnee, and Western Railroad, which, in the
opinion of many, is destined to be a link in the

undoubtedly governs France with a nmn'g
arm and an iron rule. And o, sit, no unprej-
ndiced man can rise from a candid perusal of
this code without being thoroughly convinced
that it never emanated from a legislature vol-
untarily chosen by the people whom it profess.
©s to govern, but that it was dictated and enac-
ted by usurpers and tyrants, whose leading ob-
jeet was to crush out some sentiment predom.
inant amongst that people, but dista steful’and
offensive to these usurping legislators. 1 know
this is a strong assertion; but in the hour of

great Pacific Railroad, or at least an important
section in one of its branches. It is chartered
with a capital of $5,000,000, and five years'

the work. This charter, valuable as it must
become as the Territory advances in }:opnlllion
and wealth, is presented as a free gift to Judge
Lecompte and his associates by the mock Leg-
islatore of Kansas. Of course, in all these
charters the directors areto open books for the
subscription of stock, keeping them open  as
long as they may deem proper;' no barrier ex-
isting against their subscribing the whole stock

time is given for the grantees to commence |

your time which I shall occupy, I shall prove
this assertion from the infrinsic evidence of
the code itself.

if they choose 80 to do. But I desire to draw
attention particularly to another grant to be |
found on page 771, in which this same impar-

to the destruction of property of Free State |
men by unauthorized mobs ; to the tarring and |
feathering, and other personal outrages, to !
which many of them bad been subjected j to the |
repeated invasions of the Territory by armed |
marauders; of which he bad been a witness; |
and to the murders of unoffending Free State
men, of which he could not have failed to hearj
his virtuous desire to uphold “the laws" found
vent in another direction—the direction of per-
secution instead of protection, I quote from
this extraordinary charge, as published in the
National Intelligencer of this city, of June 3,
1836, the following paragraph:

“This Territory was organized by an act of
Congress, and, so far, its authority is from the [
United States, It has a Legislature, clected in |
pursuance of that organic act. This Legisla.
ture, being an instrument of Congress by which
it governs the Territory, has passed laws.—
These laws, therefore, are of United States ma-
king and authority, and all that resist thesc |
laws resist the power and authority of the Uni-
ted States, and are therefore guilly of high |
treason, |

“Now, gentlemen, if you flnd that any per-
sons have resisted these laws, then you must
under your oaths, find bills against such per- |
sons for high treason. Ifyon find that no such |
resistance has been made, but that combiua. |
tions have been formed for the purpose of resis-
ting them, and individuals of influence and no- |
toriety have been aiding and abetting in such |
combinations, then zust you still find bills for
constructive treason, &c."”

Mz, Chairman, I am no lawyer; but I think
I understand the force of the English language;
and when I read in the Constitution of the
United States that “Treason against the Uni-
ted States shall consist oNLY in levying war
against _them, or in adhering to their enemies,
giving them aid and comfort,” I do not hesitate
to brand that charge of Judge Lecom(!ne, under
which Governor ?lubinlun was incicted for
treason, and is now under confinement snd re.
fused bail, as grossl{, palpably unjost, acd
wholl, horized by the Constiuti To
coucede his argument, that to resist, or “to
torm for the purpose of resisting,” the Territo-
toriallaws, is treason against the United States,
because Congress authorized o Logislature ¢
pass laws, leads you irresistibly to the addi.
tional position, that to resist the orders of the
county boards created by that Legislature is
also treason, for these boards are but one fur:
ther remove from the fountain-head of power.
And thus, sir, “the extreme medicine of the
Constitution would become its daily bread ,”
and the man who even objected to the opening
of a road through his premisea, would {\)f sub-

ject to the pains and penalties of treason, No,

C ut he y d to declare pub-
licly his intention of assisting, with all his pow-
er and authority, the enforcement of this code,
which repudiates both
cratic Convention also, at Citcinnati denoun-
ced “treason and armed resistance to the laws"
in a marked and special manner ; and if there
was any doubt as to the object of the denuncia
tion, the speceh of the author of the Nebraska
bill himself, Mr. Douglass, at the ratification
meeting in this city, a few nights since, shows
Ehiuh‘ his “intent and munuin;x;."' Wishing to
0 no injustice to any one, qu

 with it provisions, and are fined 500 doliars if |

they do so, |
Pourth, The expenses of the Territory are
aid, as is well known, out of the National
| Treasury ; and section 30 of the Nebraska bill,
| enacts that the chief clerk of the Legishmture
shall receive four doliars per day, and the other
clerks three dollars per day. But on page 444

gurate an Administration that will do justice |
to the oppressed settlers of Kansas, that will )
restore to them their betrayed rights, will vin- | acts embraced in this code, which conflict with
dicate the Constitution, and will place in the | the Constitution or the organic luw, I proceed
offices of trust of that ill-fated Territory, men | to the examination of cther provigions, some
who will overthrow the “usurpation,” give their | of which stamp it asa code of barbarify, as
official influence to Freedom and the Right, ra- | well as of tyranny—of inhumanity as well of
ther than to Slavery and the Wrong, and pro- | oppression.” And, first, to ‘‘the imprisoument

be used in the Territory for any such purpose |
Having now referred to a few of the many

The National Demo- |

of the Kansas code, you will ind an extra dou- | tect rather than oppress the citizens whom they
| ceur to the clerks, of fifteen and twenty cents | are called upon to govern and judge.
per hundeed words for indexing and copying I Second. The same constitutional amendment
Jjournals 3 on page 145 auother law, declaving | prohibits tlie passage of any law “abridging the
that, if the Secretary (when acting as Governor | freedom of the press;” and here, sir, in flagrant
| after Governor Ren-x{ur'a removal) should refuse | violation of it, is the 11th section of the same
| his assent to the above, the chicf and assistant | law in the Kansas eode, page 605 ¢
! clerks should receive $100 each out of the Trea- | “If any person prinf, write, introduce into,
suty, besides their per diem ; and on the next | publish, or cireulute, o cause to be bronghtin-

speech, as reported in the N
organ here, the Waskington Union, of June 10,
which I hold in my hand :

“The platform was equally explicit in refer-
ence to the disturbances in relation to the Ter-
ritory of Kunsas. It decared that treason was
to be punished, and resistance to the laws was
to be put down.” * * * *

“Ie rejoiced that the Convention, by a una-
nimous vote had approved of the creed that
law must and shall prevail.  [Applause.] Ie
rejoiced that we had a slnndnnrbcnrur [Mr.
Buchanan] with so much wisdom and nerve as
to enforce a firm and undivided execution of
those laws."

And Mr. Buchanan, after the nomination, re-
plied to the Keystone Club, who called on him
on theii return trom Cincinnati, as follows :

“Gentlemen, two weeks since I should have
made you a longer speech, but now 1 kave been
placed upen a platform of which I most heartis
ly approve, and that can sp:ak for me. Being
the representative of the great Democratic par-
ty, and not simply James Buchanan, I must
u']uuro my conduct according to the platform
of that party, and insert no new plank, nor take
one from it. That platform is sufficiently
broad and national fur the whole Demoeratic
party.”

1 shal' now proceed toshow you tto less than
eeven palpable violutions of the organic law,
(the Nebraska bill,) incorporated into this code
by the bogus Legislature which enacted it.—
The l’renifent, udge Douglas, aud Mr. Bu-
chanan, who are all pledged “to enforce these
Territorial laws,” cannot bave failed t» notice
that the conquerers of Kansas enacted their
code, regardless of whether its provisions coin-
cided with the organic law or not ; but, never-
theless, where they differ, the law of the United
States is to be ignored, end the pro-Slavery be-
hests of the Kansas invaders are to be carried
out at the point of the bayonet, if necessary.

First. Section twenty-two of the Nebraska
bill enacts that the House of Representatives
in Kansas shall consist of twenty-six members,
*‘whose term of service shall confinue one year.”
That does not mesn eighteen, nineteen, or
twenty wmonths, but ‘‘one year,” and one year
only,  The Legislatore of Kansas was elacted

on the 30th day of March-~aday which has be-  and faithfully to discharge the duties of their ' gecution of the early Chyistians,

ote from his | pnge; page 146, the pay of the enroliing and en- | 1o, Frinted, written, published, or cireulated, or
emoctatic | ing clerks is i 1to four dollurs per | shall knowingly aid or assist inbriuging into,
| 3ny, ou the like contingency, tlthough the or- | printing; publishing, or circulating, within this

i ganic law expressly fixed it at three dollars per | Territory, anybook, paper, pamphlet, magazine
on\y couquered the people of Kansas, butthe arguments, opinion,sentiment,doctrine, advice,
National Treasury also. | or muendo. caleulated to produce a disorderly,

Fifth, Section tweuty-two of the organic law | dangerous, or rebellious disaffection among the
gives the Governor, exclusively, the right of de- | alaves in this Territory, orto induce such slaves
termining who were elected members of the | to eseape from the service of their masters, or
| Legislature. He did so, throwing out ahout one- | to resist their authority, he shall be guilty of fo-
third of the members elected at the first elec- | lony, and be punished by imprisonment and
tion, the reign of terror and of vivlence prevent- | hard Iabor for a term not less than five years.”
ing more contests of other equally fraudulent| And, under this atrociously unconstitutional
returns. But the Legislature, when assembled = provision, a man who “bronzht into” the Ter-
withou® examination of the merits of each case = ritory of Kansas a copy of “Jefferson’s Notes
and without the authority of committing such | on Virginia,” which ins an el and

day. The legislators acted as if they had not handbill or circulur, containing any statement, |

at hard labor," which is made the punishment
for “offences against the slave property,” in the
sactions which I have already quoted. The go-
neral understanding of the people at large haa
been, that, as there was no State's prison yete-
rected in Kansas, this imprisonment would be
| in some Missouri prisons near the frontier.—
| But, sir, such is not the case. The authors of
these di ful an g
with a retinement of cruelty, provided that the
| “hard labor” should be in” another way ; and
| that way will be found in chapter 22, entitled
| “an act providing a system of confinement and
hard lubor,” section 2 of which (page 147) reads
| as follows :
| “Every person who may be sentenced by any
court of competent jurisdiction, under any law
in force within this Territory, to punishment
by confinement and hard labor, shall bs deem-
| ed a convict, and shall immediately under the
. charge of the keeper of such jail or publie pri-
| son, or under the charge of such person as the
| keeper of such juil or public prison may select
! be put to hard labor, as in the first section of
; this act specified, (to wit, ‘on the streets, roads.

1

an act at all, threw out all the members elected | free spoken condemnation of Slavery, could be
at the second election, and admitted in their  convicted by one of “Sheriff Jone: uries, as
stead those whose right to seats the Governor = having introduced a “book” containing a ‘‘sen-
had exzrculy denied. ’ timent" “calenlated” to make the slaves “disor:
Stath, Section twenty-four of the ofganic law | derly,” and sentenced to five years hard labor.
enacts : | Probably under this prevision, as well as_the
“That the legislative power of the Territory charge of high treason, Geo. t. Brown, editor
shall extend to all righl}ul subjects of legisla- | of the Herald of Freedom, at Lawrence, has,
tion consisteat with the Constitution of the U- | after his printing press has been destroyed by
nited States ; but no law sha'l be passed inter- | the order of Judge Lecomlnu‘u court, been him-
Sering with the primary disposal of the soil.” | self indicted, and is now imprisoned, awaiting
Butif you will turn to page 600, you will sce ' trial-<kept, too, under such steict surveillance

! how coolly this bogus ].cgis?ulure ignores both  (far worse than murderers are treated in a civ-
the Nebraska bill and the pre-emption law for | ilized country) that even his mother and wife
| it declares, as if they owned the soil; that in | were not allowed to visit him until he had hum-
actions of trespass, ejectment, &e., settlers shall | bly petitioned the Governor for permission.—
dpe is upon the soil of a Territory which our

| be protecte d in their pre-emptions, not of one | An
hundred and sixty acres, but of threo hundred | forefathers, in 1820, in this very hall; dedicated
| and twenty acres ; “that such claim may belo- | by solemn compact, to“Freedom forever.”
cated in two different parcels, to suitthe conve: | " 7%frd. The sixth amendment to the Constitu-
nience of the holder,” “without being compel- | tion of the United States declares that, “In all
led to prove an actual enclosure;” and the still | criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy
| more flagrant repudiation of the C i the right to a Apced; and public trial, by an
| pre emption law, that "uccu‘m\cy by tenant | iwpantiat jury.” It is significant that, in the
shall be considered equally valid as personal re- | Constitution itself, it had been provided (arti-
sidence,” under which the whole Territory may | cle 3, section 2) that ‘‘the trial of all erimes,
be pre-emptied by Missourians. = And this law, | except in cases of impeachment, shall be by
with the others, is to be enforced by the Presi- | jury.” But, to prevent “abuse of power,” this
dent ! with other amendments, was adopted, declatin,
Seventh. Section thirty of the Nebraska bill | that the trial shall be by an impartial jury.
enacts that the official oath be taken by the | have already shown you how impartially “they

Governor and Secretary, the Judges, “‘and all

other civil officers in said Territory," shall be
| to support the Constitution of the United States |

are to be selected by sheriffa who go about and
imitate, in their conduct towards Free Stalo
men, the example of Baul of Tarsus in his per
(Acts, chapter

| public buildi or other public works of the
| Territory')—[Sec. 1, page 146;] and such keep-
ar or other person having charge of such con-
vict, shall cause such convict, while engaged
at such labor, to be securely confined by a chain
six fiet in length, of not less than four six-
teenths, nor more than three-eighths ofan inch
links, with & round ball af iron, of not less
than four nor more than six inches in diameter
attached, which chain shall be securely fasten-
ed to the ankle of such convict with a strong
lock and key ; and such keeper, or other person
having charge of such convict, may, if neces:
sary, confine such convict while so engaged at
hard labor, by other chains, or other means, in
his discretion, 80 as to keep such convict se-
cure, and prevent his escape ; and when there
shall be two or more convicts under the charge
of such keeper or other person, such convicts
shall be fastened {fogether by strong chains,
with strong locks and keys during the timesuch
convicts shall be engaged in hard labor without
the walls of any jail or prison,”

_ This _p_enllt{! revolting, humiliating, deba-
nm‘i’u it is, subjecting a free American citizen
to the public sneers and contumely of his op-
pressors, far worse than within the prison walls
where the degradation of the punishment is re-
lieved by its privacy, is to be borue from two
to five lnn‘ years by the men of Indiana and
Ohio, of New England and New York, Peun-
eylvania and the Fur West, who dare in’xnnnu
to declare, by speech or in print, of to introduce
therein a kandbill or paper, which declares that
‘'persons have not the right to hold slaves in
this territors.”  The chain and ball are tabhe




