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That persous wh

themselves and their friends as plrnct';lcal

,are always more trustworthy than
:';n':ahhm th{; deride ‘theorists.” The
former have usually mo guide but their
‘own (often:narcow) rience; the latter
sometimes have the light gathered by a
thousand clear and active minds, during

f diligent.and enlarged observation,
A properly constructad theory is the
methodized, the digested result, of what
has been seen aud doneby hundreds of|
«practical men. .

‘That a first loveis necessaily purer, ar
stronger, than a second, or third, or tourth
lov"e‘i‘“ keeping the door open in cold

weather. is conducive to health.

‘That other people have not as many, or
_as_great cause o uphappiness as our-
" selves.

.F"ﬁ\’u any simpleton will do for a leg-

i t b . -

lSl'al'll::t any man, whom his neighbors

would not trust with a hundred dollars of
their own money, is fit to be trusted with
amost important public interest.

"That education consists only in being
sent to sehool; or in !{ook'lealjnlni.

“I'hat political consistency is shown by
adhering constantly to the same men,
through all their changes of conduct and
ol)l?:iut‘!\i isiuconsistency to think with one
party on some points, and with an oppo-
site party on other points.

T e———

Report of the Commiitee ap-
pointed to inquire into the
organizatien of the two
bodies cl@iming to be the

house of Representatives.

The commencement of the Report ia a mer
history of the fucts, as they took placs
at the fiest mecting of the House, and
as published in the ¢ Journal bo We
huve given the concluding parl of the
Report, and all the material testimony
of both sides. Our readers can sz at
" a glance . who were (hz riotera—Ed.
~ Jousnal.,

From this brief summary of the facts i
regard to the transactions in the Hall of
the House of Representatives, it appears
that there were two bodies organized on
the 4th inst, and the committee have lear-
ned from:the testimony before them, and
from e‘her sources, that they both meet at

. stated times. and have severally transac-
ted business in the usual manner practi-
ced by the House of Representatives,
‘The only essent al differerice in their qp-
ganization appears to be, that fiie bod
which elected Mr, Hopking gg Speaker,
before proceeding 4 {hat election, and

during the time “aat Me'zsrh:\;!:\actlt“?rr;

el were vZang upon ait
returned by the official papers from the
Secretary of the Commonwealth to vote
for Speaker, ad mitted upon motion eight
persons as members, without whose agen
cy and presence it would have been im-
possible for them to have made the num-
ber required for a quorum. Of the un
doubted right ofthe House, when duly or
anised by the election of a Speaker, to
ieternﬁrie'upon a return in the first in-
stance, there cannot be a question; :m_d
it would be travelling beyond the- consti-
tutional power of the committee toattempt
to discriminate between the returns on
which either or both the bodies organised.
Those returns have, hower, Leen placed
betore the Senate in the testimeny of Mr.
Shunk, and may aid in arriving at such
conclusion, in regard to the two bodies
now assembled, a3 will tend to settle the
unhappy difference which interferes with
the wonted peace of.the commonwealth.
‘The body over which Mr. Cunningham
presides as Speaker, took 20 question up
on the returns furnished by the Secretary
of the Cor wealth, ing them
all of equal validity; and have thereby es-

o

caped one prime defect in their organi-
zation which attaches strongly to fthe
other.

‘The committee have noticed wlth great
satisfaction the remarkable concidence of
all the testimony, and they feel gratified
that the Senate will not be embarrassed
in their decision by conflicting evidence.

Before however,” dismissing the subject,
they feel that they should fail 1n a proper
dischargejof their duty, did they not ex-
press their entire reprobation of the cir-
‘cumstances which had led to the unfortu-
nate divison in one branch of our govern-
ment which the presnt state of thing pre
sent. Byan illegal and unjust departure
from duty, the reurn judges of the eounty
of Philadelphra *have brought about scenes
which will forever stain  the fair fame of
the State, and it isto be hoped that if the
present laws are insufficient to punish
such unrighteous invasion of the rights
of the people that the very first actof a
duly constiuted legislature will be the

sage of a law inflicting the severest
-nalties for such an abuse of power.
Should such guards be removed from the
sancity of the elective franchise, and
the people be left to the fraudulent prac
tices of a few returning officers, we shall
soon haye every county of the Common-
wealth infected with the active poison,
which in the county of Philadelphia has
trampled upon all {uw and all right and
is now shaking the Sfatetoits ounda-
tions,

P

TESTIMONY .
Francia R. Shunk, Esq. being duly
sworn, saith—"That he was not present in

ho Hall of the House of Reprasentatives|place or any scperation ensued, if Mr.| Cunningham, who swore with t :e uplifted {Mr. Burrowes apnounced. to the House|ham,'—one man,
the { ) 1} :

onl'\mé'r‘fur.f:iucti‘cc as jon W eflnesday afternoon, the 5th of De-
better than theory, and are “cqlebratcd by {cember, instant, until a'lite hour. Does

S B g it v s

not recollest any instance where a mem-|
ber of the House of Representatives tdok|
his seat upon any other evidence than that’
received From the Secretary of the Com-|
wmonwealth in the organization of the }
Touse, “except the case of Ellis Lewis in|
1852 and 1833, there (hen being no other
return from the ‘Secretary of the Com-
monwealth. Cannot tell 'who vofed on
the motion of Mr. Ilopkins, that Charles |
Pray and others be placed upon the list of
members and adrutted toseats as mem-
bers. of the Ilouse of Representatives,
when I put the question I did not look
who voted, but I'heard a sound of Aye;
and when [ put the negative of the ques-
tion, ithere was no answer, this question
was put after Mr.'T. . Smith had made
hi& objection and protest, and reqoested
those gentlemen who thought such a ques
tionillegal:and: improper should not vote
upon_it. Upon [calling-the names of the
members to vote for Speaker, I only cal-
led as members trom the county of Phila-
delphia the eight gentlemen whose names
were on the return presented by M,
Pray. When [ called the list of mem-
bers and only fifty six answered, I con-
sidered that the seperate action of the two

mong the: fifty-six members who  answer-
ed, were the, eight gentlemen. named on
the return presented by Mr. Pray, Does
not think a House of Representatives le-
gally organized in the first instance,
would cease tobe a House ifnc quorum
af the members subsequently attended its
meetings, but would be House ror the pur-
pose of adjourning from day to day, cut
for no ot! ose. Has heard it fie.

her purf‘)
quently said by the members of the [Touse

sections” of 'the House was obvigus. A-|

Lopking had not madehis motion to place| hand; the oaths ad

the name of Charles Pray and.others on
the list of gmembers; conceives that then
Mr. Hopkins and his friends seceded, as
we were [proceeding with the election of
our Speaker. AMr, Steveni had previous-
ly to that time intimated that there'might
be" a seperate action on the part ot those
who differed with us as to the course to
pursue in the organization of the House,
and that it mizht produce the result of
clecting ftwo Speakers. Did ndt under-
stand ﬁ r, Stevenstowish such asepera-

possibly happen.  We held thai the mem-
bers c{ect could only act on the returns
from the Secretary, and that no vote of
any force could Ke taken upon the ad-
mission of persons other than those re-
turned by the Secrctary; we did not con-
sider that such persons were admitted or
could be admitted, and act in conformity
with that view. We suppose a portion
of the members elect mightattempt to ad-

aot returned by the Secretary, butdid
not know that they would carry it outby

a scperate organization.

TOS. 8. SMITH.
Affirmed and subscribed before me.

December 15,1858 1 i
JE. ERALEY, Caairman
Tuosmas 'S, ‘Sarrn, Esq., being dily
affirmed, states —That he came into'the
Hall of the House of Representatives a
little befyre eleven o’clock, and was then
informed that it proposed to organ-
ize the House at éleven; h‘c \ns't‘ohl that
it was at the suggestign oF A= ez z
:xtr-)?ml Mn 503 ['{g;t Fgly Ly iy 80
=+t Ll 1t was so; he said ¢yes.?
11, waking the

S,

S

At eleven o'clock Mr. i
Jannouncement in the usval form, that the

over which Mr. Hopkins presides, that
the members of the Cunningham House
should not be permitted to occupy the
Hall of the House of Representatives:
they regarded the House organized un-
der Mr. Hopkins as the lcgaﬁy consiin
ted House of Re resentatives,  Doesmnot
recollect any stants whore tellers were
appointed efhii han the Clerks to take
the V0'es for Speaker, Theusual mode
of organising the house, is first to call the
names of the returned members, to aser-
tain whpo are present, before they proceed
to elect a Speaker! The object of calling
the roll in the first instance is to ascer-
tain the presence of:x.quorum, but that
could baas well ascertained by the mem-
bers voting for Speakey,

- " FR, R. SHUNK.
Sworn and subscribed before” me, De-
cember 15, 1838,
el tan F. FRALEY, Chairman.

i |

Thomas 8. Smith, being duly-afiirmed,
saith—"That he has attended. 'several mee.
tihg‘s‘oﬂhc Iouse of Representatives, or-
ganized under Mr. Cunningha ae Speak

er since its otzanization on the fourth inst
J0me or 1S nfdctmgs were held in the'Su-

prems. Coust room of the State Capitol
and some at Wilson’s Hotel, in room No
40.  The first meeting after the adjourn;
ment in the Hall of the House of Repre-
sentatives tn the Capitol, was at the rvom
in Wilson’s house; several meetings were
held there, at one of which there wasa
quorum, During the time lhex met at
Mr. Wilsen’s house there was a fear pre-
vading fithe breasts of the members gener-
ally, thatit was not cafe to come up to
the Capitol on account of the apprehens
ded violence of persons {collected in the
borough of Hairisburg, On Wednesday,
the 51%\ inst. there was an attempt made to
meet in the Hall of the House of Repre-
sentatives: [ came up to the House, it
was crowded with persons, some mem-
bers, and seme not, most of them not mem
bers. [ recognized among thema num-
er of persons whom I had seen in the
Sepate Chamber on the afternoon of the
4th inst. and who were active in the diss
turbance which then took place in that
Chamber. 1 suggested to some gentle-
men whom [ saw there, and who had par-
ticipated in the proceadings of the House
which elected Mr. Cunningham Speaker,

House should organize, moving that the
Clerk of the last House should open and
read the returns from the st roila-
delphia and the Severgl coundes of the
JODonwesitn, That motion was car-
1132 without a dissenting voice, 1t bein

stated that it was carried, the ‘Secratary
of the Commonwealth appeared at the
bar, and stated he had the honor to pre-
sent to the House of Representatives the
official retutns of the election of 1838, for
the city of Philadelphia and, the' several
counties of the Commonwealth for mem-
bera of the House of Representatives. He
went forard to the Clerk, and put them
inhis possession. ‘The returns were all
in one envelope.  Mr. Shunk opened
thens, and proceeded to'rend the return
from the city of Philadelphin.  After
reading the return from the city of Phila-
delphia, Mr. Shunk opened the return
trom the county of Philadelphia. and an-
nounced that it was the‘retura from the
county of Philadelphia, Mr. Pray from
the county of Philadelrtia, ros his
place and’asked thé Clérk’by whem that
veturn was sighed; he was told by the
Clerl: who signersiwere as returi judges.
Me. Pray caid that was ek 6 truo veture;
that he had in his hand’a return, which
was the correct retucn, i cartified copy
of that whiclt was'hled in gHe  Prathono-
tary’s. oftice. of Phyladelphia, . which he
presented to the Clerk by going to, his ta-
ble and giving it to him: Mr. Shunk as-
ked if both these returns should be read,
meaning the return presented by the Sec-
retary and that sentin by Mr. Pray; and
put it as a guestion. Irose in my place
and objected to tha reading of the return
&rescntcd by Mr. Pray, insisting that the
furnished by the Secretary of the Com-

the body then assembled to take a vote
on the subject,and contended that these
persons who were returned as elected by
the certificate presented by Mr, Pray,
could only obtain their seats if the return
presented by the Secretary was false, by
contesting the election in amode poinied
out by the act ot Assembly, after making
that protest and giving those objections.
Mr. Shunk proceeded to read both returns
taking the question before reading, “Shall
they be read?” and there was an answer
in the affirmative: a considerable portion

that it was impossible for us to organize
then, that we had better agree informally
to adjourn, I left the Hall, a.nd after [
had got out of the Hall scme disturbance
took place, the particulars which are un-
known to me as L did not see it, having
enly heard the noisy and bqstle.’ After
that time we met at Mr. Wilson’s totel
at the standing hours of meeting fixed on
the 4th inst., until it was qtuted by one
of the members that Mr. Wilson had giv
en notice that he could not permit us to
meet there, as threats had bco,q_m:ule to
pull down his house if he permitted it.
The next meeting I attended way in the
Supreme Court room, this was after the
arrival of the troops, since then we h:.ul
met in the Supreme Court room,—Consid
ers the House organized under Mr. Cun-
ningham is still in existance, has scen the
journal und believes there has been a daily
meeting. There was but one meeting at
which I attended, when a quorum was
present. There has been no determina.
tion on the part of the Cunningham house
to take possession of the Hall of the
House of Representatives by force; on
the contray there has been a determina-
tion to do nothing by force. . Did not sub-
scribe the oaths at the time of the organi~
zation of the House; believes that Mr
Cunningham then subscribed. I subscri-
bed at the meeting held at Jur. Wilson’s,
at which we had a quorum; thinks that
meeting was held on Wednesday night.
The oaths and afiirmations were admin-
istered by Mr, Cunningham in the Aall
and subscribed afterwards. Does not

of the bers present declining to vote.

After the returns were all read, Mr.
Stevens moved that the House proceed to
the election of a Speaker, and .that for
that purpose two tellers be appointed.
He put the question himself, and announ-
ced that it was carried; there were votes
on the question both Aye and No—the
noes jfew. One portion of the Houge |
think declining to vote on the question,
from what Theard afterwards. Mr. Ste-
vens’ motion included the names of the
tellers, Mr. Watts, and Mr. Zeilin, Upon
its being aunounced that the motion was
carried, these two gentlemen proceeded
to the Speaker’s desk and placed some
paper upon it, the contents of which 1
did not see. Mr, Watts, one of the tel-
lers, galled out the names of the members;
Mr. Zeilin announced the vote that each
gaxg for Speaker. Mr. Watts, in calling
the Mames, called those from the county
who were certified to be elected on the
return from the Secretary of the Com-
monwealth. After they had called all
the members’ names, Mr. Watts, one of
the tellers, announced that Thomas 8.
Cunningham had fifty-two votes for Spea-
ker,and was therefore duly elected. Mr.
Cunningham was escorted to the chair by
two gentlemen, not now recollected, and
made a short address to the House, and
then asked the House if they would ap-
point a person to administer the usual
onths, /fze was responded to by several
persons that the Speaker should himself
call upon ssme one for that purpose, and
the Speaker then named me.
from my place to the front of the Speaker’s

think any secession: would have taken

required by the constitution of the United
States and the constitution of Penpsylva-
nia. Mr, Cunninghan then administered
oaths and affirmations to the members,
calling upon them
that purpose,

to all those who came forward to be qual-
ified, a motion was made by Mr. Spack-
man, that a committee be
form the Senate that the

tion, but merely to intimate what might 35

mit persons as members {rom the-county, |

ouse could organize only on the returas|

monwealtun. 1 cbjected to the power of i

Y (other body commenced their seperate ac-

Fadvanced |—States that he concurs generally, with

red were. tho

to come forward for

After the oaths had] been administered

nﬁpointcd toin-
ouse was or-
ganized and ready to proceed to business.
r. Spackman and myself were appoin-
ted by Mr. Speaker. Cunningham, to. pers
form that duty.

A motion was miade by Mr. Cox for
another committee—I think to wait upon
the Governor—which was carried, and
the committee appointed. A motion was
made by some other person, that the ru-
les of the last House be the rules of the
present House until otherwise ordered.
A motion was made by- Mr. Crabb, fix-
ing the hours of meeting. A wmotion was
then made to adjourn, put by the Speaker,
and carried, This was all ‘done in the
Hall' of the Tlouse of Representatives.
The whole of the business was done in
some considerable degree of confusion in
the Hall. . The confus on was among the
members and spectators, who crowded the
fioor of the House, the lobbies and pal:
leries, although the confusion did not'in-
tereupt the regularity of their proceedings.
Lhave given you a statement of the course
{ preceeding of those g.ezitlc{‘_‘.cn wh
clected Mr, € By S

140 of i L e mpener,  Ano-
wer portion of those present took a difs
ferent courte of proceeding, After. Mr.
Stevens’ motion had heen” put-and carried
for the appointment of tellers to ‘ezt a
Speaker, Mr. Hopkins, ef Vashinoton
county, moved fiur the names of the
wembers £yn, the county of Philadelphia,
and cortified to be elecfed by the return
{»rcscntctl by Mr.' Pray, be put ‘upon the
ist of members; ‘Mr. 8hunk put the ques-
tion and there:was a vote of Aye throngh-
out the House 4 a considerable portion of!
the gallery. Mr. Shunk after that pro:
ceeded to call over the names cf the niem-
bars, and called in that list the names of
the members for the county, as cdrtified
in the return presented LJ Mr. Pray; af-
tcr.they got thronsl tig 1ist, they procee-
wed to elect a Speaker.  Mr. Hopkins,
after the electinn “was concluded, was an
notnced 15 ‘ta“dlected, having received
fifty-fiveror filty-six votes, I think fifty
five vetee—that portion of the body . pro.
ceeded to do other acts in the coursa.of
erganising th2 House, but I do not recol-
lect thew, as my attention was called to
the proceedings of the bedy with whom 1
acted; the two-portions were actingatthe
same time and dilfering from each other,
from the time M, Hulmim wmade the mo-
tion in referenice to the county members,
until the adjouinment of the body which
elezted ‘Thomas S. Cunmingham Speaker,
tivally seperated them. I left the House
befere the Lody which elected Mz, Hop-
i Speaker, had framed theiv procee-
{ings and’ cannot state any thing further
of the procoadingsof that body.

Question: by Mr. Ewins—There was
concert-of action, apparertiy, until the
titae Mr. flopkins made his motion to in-
sert the names of the county members, as
stated in the return presented hy Mr.
Pray.  They agreed unanimonsly that
the Clerk should read the returns. When
r. Pray presented his return, 1 protested
iinst it, ard from that time they may
i to have acted seperately, but the
vedy whick elected Mr, Cunnligham
Speuker, considered those retuins a nul-
lity, and acted upon the dther. The

ol

.

tion when Mr. Hopkins made his motion
in ceference to the county return, that be-
ing their first overt act of seperation; our
first act indicative of our views was my
rotest against reading the return presen.
ted by Mr. Pray. I'have been a member
of the legisiature for three sessions before
the present; there was a diﬂiculty hereto-
fore. ‘The organization of the House has
been conducted differently in one res-
pect; instead of tellers being appointed to
take the vote to elect a Speaker, they hive
been taken by the Clerk. Does not re-
collect that any question was ever taken
upen the retura.

Question by Mr. Kingsbury--It has
been usual for the Clerk to take the ques-
tion,

Question by Mr, Fraley—The bod b
over which Mr. Cunningham was elected
Speaker was trausacted business before
the election of 4r. Hopkins; I think that
the com nittee had been appointed —that
it was certainly doing business before he
was elected.

Question by Mr. Kingsbury—The ques-
tion taken by the Clerk on the return pre-
sented by Mr, Pray, was asked informal-
Iy by the Clerk, before I objected, but 1
conceived the question suspended until
after my objections were given at some
length. " He put the question; some few
sai«i’nye, and I began to make the objec-
tion— not certain that he put the question
after my objection, think he did not, but
feel certain that he did not anuounce it
carried after I had objected, nor at any

time.

THOS. S. SMITH.
Aflirmed and subscribed
before me, December 14,

1858.
F:FRALEY, Chairman.

W. M. Warrs, Esq. being duly sworu

the statement given by Mr. Smith, the va-

chair, and administered the oath to. Mr.|riations from it are as follows:~ When|others answered

tion on the return furnished by Mr.

thit he presented. the-official return, he[notdngwer at firsi:
went to the Speaker’s table and laid thelanswered
returns uponit, and them, without speak—

ing, turned about and went to the fire

lace. Mr. Smith, in his protest, remar-
ed that if there was any persoa there
competent to act upon taking the ques:y
ray,
it was the members from the city alone,

as they were then the on!y persons whose

returns had™ been read. ~ Mr. M’Elwee,

or a man said to be Mr. M’Elwee, of Bed-

ford, replied to Mr. Smith; he was ex=
tremely violentand abusive of the Secre-
tary of the Commonwealth, turning
around and addressing the crowd that
was in the galleries andiobbues‘, and .con-
tinued speaking until Mr,. Shunk advan-
ced to his desk and spoke to_him. After
Mr. M*E1®@e had ceased, Mr. Hopkins
woved that both vetarns from the county
should be read; the vote was put by the
Clerk and  some of the members and
some of the crowd voting in theaffirma-
tive, no person vetingin the negative.- -
After the returns from all the counties
had been read, Mr. Stevens got up and
stated that before he sat down he sinten-
ded to move that the House proceed to
elect a Speaker, and that tellers be ap-
pointed. 'That the proceedings of the
House in permitting the returns furnish-
edby Mr. Pray to be:rerd were illegat,
and that he and those who '_’_;;,v_-'g‘“‘ With
:::"“ "l"’"_l,h“t subizet v utd proceed. to
ganize (e H- B
% & --vuse according te the re-
UM urnished by the Secrctany of the
Commonwealth; and after some further
remarks‘raoved that Mr. Zeilin and my-
selt be the tellers. Mr. Smith, he re.
marked, I believe, that Mr. Hopkins mo-
V&l {0 place the name of Charles Pray
and others, on the roll of members; I
make this remark, because I stated that
Mr. H. made another motion. - Mr. Cun-
ningham, of Huntingdon county, made
the motion for a committee to wait upon
the Governor. Mr. Cox, the motion that
a committee be appointed fo report rules,
In the proceedings of the persons who
elected Mr. Hopkins Speaker, my im-
pression is that Mr, Shuuk called both
sets of rembers from the county of Phil
adelphia, being sixteen persons.”
‘The committee to wait upon the Sen-
ate, of which Mr, Spackman was® chair-
man, and the committee appointed to wait
upon the Governor, were appointed while
r.. Shunk was calling the namnes of mem.
bers to vote for Speaker. When Mr.
Shunk declaréd Mr. ' Hopkins elected
Speaker; there 'was a tremendous' shout
from the galleries, which was joined in by
many sitting at the members’ desks, and
among the most vociferous was Mr. Mc
Blwee.  Mr, Hopkins was conducted to
the'chaiv by Mr. McElwee and ‘a man
whom T have héard called Col. M’Cahen:
The platform of the Speaker’s “chair was
filled by persons appasently not members
of the ilouse, among them M’Cahen and
some rough looking men—M’Cahen occa-
sionally beckoning ‘to the spectators in
othari parts of the House, as il to come
forward. : {
Question by Mr.\Sterreit ~cross: cxam-
ined—Obtained  a roll. of the members
from Dr. Fauss, and on calling the names,
called but eight inembers from the county,
nameiy—Michael Day, W. J. Crans, Ad-
am Woelper, Hughes, Mears, Reed,
Smith, Loyd. 1 mention these names
because my attention was particularly
called to them by the conduct of Mr.
Shunk, that he read the return furnished
by Mr. Pray first, before he read those
furnished bythe Secretary of the Com-
monwealth, and it occurred to me on the
instant that he did not intend to read the
names of the latter at all--but he did
read then both.
Question by Mr. Ewing—Mr.}M’Ca-
hen, who conducted the Speaker (Hop-
kins,) to the chair, is not to my knowl-
edge a member of that House--there was
a %rent deal of noiseand confusion in the
galleries—the crowd being repeatedly
requested to keep quiet, but would not.
Mr. Stevens, after renarking that the
Mouse had got through with the ordin: ry
business of the day, and that there were
other persons there who wished to trans;
act business, moved to adjourn.
Mr. Hopkins, after being conducted to
the chair, was sworn, | think, by Mr.
Smith, of Franklin county—not certain
whether he swore or aflirmed, and then
Mr. Hopkins called upon the members to
advance and be sworn.
Question by Mr. Kingsbury--Mr. Ste-
vens said he presumed tliere were men in
the Hall who differed faom him as to the
course tobe pursued in regard to the or-
ganization of the House, but that was no
cause for men, who were in other res-
pects friendly, to become exasperated and
enceurage bad feelings; and as they
might be conscientious in regard to or-
ganizing the House, as he believed the
aw requires them to do, that they might
pursue a different course--and that when
the names were called they might refuse
to vote either way, or not vote at all—the
House not being organized, could not
compel them to vote.
Question by Mr. Kingsbury—~Mr. Hop-
kins made his motion to read the return
handed by Mr. Pray after Mr. Smith had
made his protest, and after Mr. Mc Elwee
had commenced speaking and was inter-|
rupted by M¥. Shunk. My, Pray direct-
ed Mv. Shunk to read the return, but no
vote was taken, Mr.. Shunk merely ask-
ing the question, ¢shall the return be
read?”
When the names were called some of
the members answered ‘aye,’ some ‘yes,’

>

“T'hemas S. Cunning-
I think Mr. Love, did

cember 14, 1838,

o see thatit was

3 the second cu'l he
‘aye’—the third«No.’
WMM, WATTS.

Sworn and subscribed befyre me, De-

K. FRALEWL Chairman.

s )
Eee >

Mr. Surrs again—
Sterrett—ls acquanted
Ilgvi, but did notsee him conduct Me.Hop-
kins to the chair, my attention being
chiefly divected to the organization.of the
House under Mt. Cunningham, in ' érder
g } done properly, AfteF I
made my profest against reading the re-
turns as furnighed by Mr. Pray, Mr. Hoyp-
kins made the motion that butf; returns be
read,. the question was put. - I think- 17,
made a second protest against it, and ha-
ped that those who thought as' T did would, -
flot vote atall upon the question; . ; | .
B THOS.S. SMITH; -
rmed and subseribed’ b ]
Decenber 14,1838, X dur»L £
F.FRALEY, Chuirman.
el ur

—

Question by My,
with. Mi...M’Ca-

™

again called -2y l;;n’i’sj—(m*
at the paper from which
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: ‘the Committeg=<We have
been politely invited to app'eé;ﬁ‘fure this
committee, to furnish them with any in-
formation we may possess 6n {he inguiry
nov under consideration. * W hilst. 1"
cheerfully comp‘liy with this-invitation; « .
wish it to be understood that qur g fi: as
ance hereis not te be consider‘c:?gas an
acquiesence in the constitutional righ
the Senate-to institute such-ar iriqi
is now pending before this: comiittee
inquiry. which;seems to involve the o
to determine on_the right of ‘membersing
in" the Houag;y(.. epresgntatives. Ity
your notes to us, it seems you, are ay
pointed for the piirpdse ¢of investigatin;
the facts in relation to the bodies clairn.
ing to B¢ the Holse ot Representatives.”
We were both present in_the Hall;of. the
House of Representatives on Tucsday the
4th inst. during the whole tinie the Houas
was in session, and we will give the :l?l:-
mitteo the fiicts which recur to, o r'recpY:
lection.— Mrel Hll from” Wegtiorelaitd
gaveinformation ‘that' &t eleven o’clock
the members would-prodesd” to organize
the House. ‘At.eleven o’clock’ the same
gentleman made the *usudlemidtion that
the Clerk sheuld read the several returns
of the election,"wlich*‘was " aByedtl ‘to.—:
The Secretary of “the Commonviealth'ap:
pearediin the Hall, and stated that he had
the honor to present the official réturas of
he clection, and. walked up to‘the Speik-
er’s table and laid'the returns on it. The
Clerk weat to the'table and got them. A
motion was ithen made : that:the returns
should be read, which was carried. The
Clerk then proceeded toread the returns
m-the usual ordery 'commencing with ‘the
city of Philadelphia. < He' then tovk up
the return ot the county ot Philadelphia,
which was the next in order. - M. Tay
from the county of Philadelphia, among
other things inquired of the Clerk how
many judges had signed the return: ‘The
Clerk informed him that it was signed by
W. G. Comrow and five others.  Mr.
Pray then said that the return in the
hands of the Clerk was not the legal re-
turn; that it was sizned by a minority of
the judges. That hie had a copy of the
veturn signed by ten judges, being a ma-
Jority of the judges, which copy was eer-
tified by the Prothonatary “of the count
of Philadelphia, and which was the legal
return; and handed such certified copy to
the Clerk. M. Smith, of the city of
Philadelphia, objected to the reception of
this certified copy as evidence stating his
reasons. A motion was then wmade and
carried, that both returns should be read.
The Clerk then read both returns from
he county of Philadelphia, and. all the
other returns from the different countics.
Immediately after the returns were
read, and before the Clerk called  the
names of the members elected, so as to
ascertain who were present, and which
has been the uniform practice, Mr. Ste-
vens rose and after sowme remarks made a
motion that the members proceed to the
appointment of telers, aud to the elec-
tion of Speaker. ‘The members named
in his motion for tellers, were Messrs.
Watts and Zeilin. In the course of his
remarks, he said he did not expect that
gentlemen who did not think with bim,
would vote on- his proposition. ‘Lhat if
it should happen that two Speakers were
elected, there would be room enough on
the platform for both, and that the ques.
tion could or would be determined by the
roper tribunals of the country. Wheu bis
had concluded his . rdmarks, he put his
motion, saying, ‘Gentlemen, are
agreed?”’ and immediately pronounc
agreed to. - The Clerk proceeded to cuil
over the names of the members, fifty mix
answering to their names. After (s, &
motion was made that the membeys pres
ent proceed to the election of Speike:,
which motion was put by the Clerk and
carried; and it was agreed that the Cler)
should actas tellers, After Mr. Stevens
pronounced his motion agreed to, Messzs.
WVatts and Zeilin took the Speaker’s
stand and called over the names of the
members, some voting for T. S. Cunning-
ham, aome answering here, and others net
answering. ‘This in some degree] inter-
rupted the Clerk in the customary busi-

Gentlemen of




