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CHAPTER 111
Ycart , r..ihd away and three great mw•rows

caul- to Earne-t Iretinarttaou. Wilhelm died,
and no father ever mourned the death of a 6e-
lor«1 f.on u ith a deeper grid' than Lo who had

It -twit it fait 11ful friend. and who Low i,)rrow-
,.i h!, v, unr brother; peril)). frnrn her lis-
t it,t ,ent word,„l, of trut..t mytnpathy arid

.eemitao, in forget her Ifeol in anxiety to
and thu,, though frr apirt, they

wed drawn nearer to each othrr by their mu-
tt; i ri, f, whirh, nut time went on, ~ofteoel into

t. fliertlOry tbP trod And 11141
•• ••• .• n.l change that took place was the

tharrilgi. ..f rtrudy,islo jnorbeyedau-ay
;•• • horn rho ,ea, where n 4 a happy wile

hi tI r.fir f.kri,lt tit hor own eaten , -.lce by
pa—ing i ttvr, the 1.r.-oth• r tiesor told hoc

Brat his I••nelltit N., became when the united
household was thus separated, and ho wag left
with T 1,1.4 in t , r r
t • Iwo

The . • t r, tic w t- l'• h all Ci•
.r I. ki 1 tip t.• beautify

'1..• .1 B. rilla ntid Will yin', u, the tint
11, lb,. Which it iti it, W .1 tr,tit, i,,!11 in !hr

itr•d• h., • t,, II .01%1 r-
T.. lrt.,t H, l•ht •,h• tl„..r •.• tl•••-• .• --

:t•, e•an, • t ahuh 1.• 11•,1 ',ready Lee • I
1' t al, I ilianfull b r. •

Na CA- 1. .tei 1111, , N, t.t t .

p, .• • I'lll 1 if I II 1.1.1%

I.lcr •C. I r,,w
! .11., 1.•/. 1.. m Lim.l .:.;

=ME , I 1.0 • 1110 11. 41

1,. .r %.1 it i;)

Alija .1.0 of Ow rl4 io•
1!:•! '.."(% • hf. in, meirklios,

and pit•ftt di, t ;0,1 bv h:gh
~•i k • %N.!, t h Ili

I I r;ki', rr tvl.4 wli., 1..•
r tt t,t ir t,, r f. It 4.11 IP! t

hi .0' '•) -%, r n, I. .1

,1 \ I I

lEll ME

ll=

lit •,;

• 1•: IJ.. I

c r. 111)111 CI.. :1..
111 ID r OP• r

@MEM

11;. L. It %11" A.l/1. .111%1
I. ' ; t , i :t:1 ei•i• 111111, 1.,t w. 111:Vik

t ,!ti 1 .114,1-,lfktnJo~-:w,re

V.lll j , I i L .‘• 111:tDy Viho bad known and
1,,%.,1 it,. Is, 1,10 Is , altt.l r

The r that now !mi.., .-id
11,to, w t purelia, hack the home hr
w. li, I, r thi..,,litai t lo art ti,ov lunged, for Oi-

-1,. I ite.r. 41 day and night cheering-himself with
no of calm old age and a plt a,iant ionic,

wherein w, leotne Bertha when -he came again
knit at length shr return to her native

lii, I, and t tie city near who'll An had once
divdt unknown, but winch way now proud
t eiaitu h, rac it. own and wele,rue her with
open hart itttil band.

.\ tn,dig the irony who crowded h, r tote room
leaving n ros?sg uhf wa< 4.ne whoa., (ace

shone with an eager joy, re., with the freedom 'of
a well known friend, be hastened through the
thi ,oig toward an tuner door where stood a i.rr-

v ;nt reveiv tog and anstweriug the inquiries .110-
-•ng upuu icauu

• MadPitioiael:e enfzageil, air, you ranuot eu
ter,' he tho new c•,,nier would, have pi
e,l him

N,)t enti•r!" .4110441 tho Ntranger, adding',
with miee, " for Told frieul l kin her guirli
an. and she Niil ho expecting mt. arnittiz the firgt

.r.., t 11( r
• 1 lin sotry, but -b. vac(' ;trio orders

that n t ~nv slit.ul,l dtsturh her aftor Count Alar-
le opine; tio r. for, pardon me, sir, but even you,
c.uuot pass," replied the servant, glancing
s.oniewtat suApiciously at the poor garments of
th stranger, whroie quiet dignity forbade all

though ho still tit,,esi at the dnor, say-
ing in a vnico,

Who may this Count he, that he is reccivvf,l
het,,re i.. r nearest friends' !..lorne member of
I r e. mptoy, pl. h ps."

• li.' is the gentleman who will soon make
oiht,r-s of MA(1,11101 , 01k, if the world spoaks

11.111), and survly his right to enter cannot he
,tu, sti,,n, d I inoy," answert.l the servant,a,1,11n4 ni,re resp, ctfuily, to he -saw a

chltige fall .11 the stringer's joyful face,
•• I will t.,ke in. ..age you may elloolse to
1 °v. , sir, awl .-e. :hat ~.he 1, ,•eives it,— glancing
:,t .k do! .1 •.:t.` h..utlu tin I,k hand

non,; I am like the rest of the willd
f.. it. r notr,

" •od
r binding a card • The flowers

%%,i1 wit e...• i ,r, I, t them gli;" 31,1 l ..111 , 11
ink tbc elu-t r ,••.r, fully gather, tree., ft he
flung them carolevsly awriy an.l pa—ed slowly
out. _

" Ernest Ifonait.,oo," rest' the rvant, as

itito the heaped up trasket,
mutt, ring n. esthete,' up the scattered leavra

" ,i,ie hieer t,f wy deubtless; the
Count will soon win her f,,

CHI; them firi like tlit-ic polar things"
Berind the pity gates walked Ernest, through

the quiet wksitt paths, saying to himself, while
.1 pain bitnaper before aLitrre,l in his

bruzisa,
" I will lint tr,lll,lE , her, hut wait till she comes

free',, I.) we R. ,'ld to tell her j,iy. I will be-
lieve n,4l,•tig and judge her liy herself alone.—
Slie led/ come, sttil will nit doubt my little
lb-rtha )et "

lit ribs had dismiss, d the Count,
and, liattfeD, unattended, had stolen away (rem
welcouting friends and euri,euo strangers to the

Tri_pide Philadelphia Garden Beet* poor home— where Ow bad it artivti her muter, u
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door, bid her go up Sad sash for herself, mutter-
ing pettishly the while at being roused from her
noonday nap tip the dark stairway Bertha
stole with a beating heart, and, meeting no an-
swer to her light tap, timidly sabred, tolled the
room deserted. Standing there alone she look-
ed with pitying eyes at the desolate place so wit
like the home she bad fancied his. Poor as she
knew he had became she had never dreamed of
want like this, and, ignorsat for what cherished
purpose he degied himself so much, she gaged
sadly upon the gloomy room so scantily suppli-
ed with eoniforts—ita only ornaments the instru-
ment she had first used and a little rose tree
from the garden she so well remembered. A
single ray.of sunlight t.hat stole in fell on the
well worn keys and Bickered about the crimson
flower, whose fragrance filed the air as it waved
in the warm wind. Tars shone on Bertha's
cheek as oho marked this, and all the dear past
rose up freshly to her mind, as she whispered
softly to herself,

oHe still thinks of te, and cherishes the
things I loved." Ab! dear master, the day is
very near when I can show by my gratitude and
joy for some part of the great debt I have owed
so long. I have won the power to fill your life
with sunshine, flowers and music; wait a little
longer and Bertha will prove that she never for-
gets."

Long she sat in the lonely room lost in sweet
and bitter musings; still be did not °owe. So,
leaving a few hues of affeetieeate greeting, speak-
ing of the duties that called her away and beg-
ging him to come to her soon, she left the spot
where she hoged to linger and hastened away.

"No note, no message left for met you are
sure, Gretchen ?" asked Ernest, as at nightfall
he came wearily back from his daily task, which
never before had seemed so irksome and lon.

No, no, nothing but the music you ordered,'
mumbled the old woman, in whose memory the
sight of Bertha only lingered as a part of the dim
dream I r visit bad disturbed.

•• Th. old muter is forgotten, then," he said.
Well, well, t would not have the memory of

me a t•tsk To night I shall see and hear her
and will try t., he contont with that. Hence-
forth weal myself to think of her no
w .re iny little Berths,' but the Count's be-

tht d " sighing heavily he entered his room
w 111,-h now seemed doubly desolate and dark, for
t, • hnkrlitc,t hove that had cheered it was gone

.% gu't had wafted Bertha's loving note

t • ;he ti r irid it now lay unseen at his. feet u
he ..3t in the deepening twilight softly touching
th. k. \ • w her., he had often guided her little
had-, old th, , fragrance of the rose tree filled
l'„ wl,i-gurjng In its sweet voice of the
Tird, ti t tifoliti when it once looked up and
• !...• in.oiruful now lit up with the

~f a I•,ve which had boon the deep-
.-t 1.% n u i sorrow ~f hi. life

?At. r that night, in an obsenre eorn"r of the
1,:t .,T.t hall, sat Erne!. r ainng the hundreds
,:,th ht•tv, hii heart beating high with fond
:iii4 1.,1'011q pride, bi eyn oftt n dim with ajoy too

p t., find a vent le the noisy seelsnistioas
h•ir r in,, not a welcome to flertltt, u she stood

ot before them, whike towers fell at
11,•r t. t atl.llll,.rr,y vole greet her.

P. • ,•iitiotp• i, r frien.l b.retold had come. **4
I.•vr a arlboo 04 the yunsur awl iia .Lo

•t. Iv till vr,o4iiwoman. A remtlens light burned
ti , • •,, ,• ethil t, •• 1.. 11 r ChCek wad thinner

aPi ,; tit e and wiwri die firit faint flush
~t' at b. t heat ,veleonio lead faded, a

1., 11,1 w•-iritiof- I. 11 upon the beautiful
v..;i ti 006 I,llgillt u, d wtaru !die sang.

•Ii atiolled, and with tram
i.t ring,. glow in her earliest cemn

•• -; 1.• hiril. aug, freely and joy
uu 111110, th, h,•:ertr.of.thr,+e who list ened with
ant; t.•r ab,i delight Hut atuid the chaegiug
n ,ofhr r wonderful echo, .eetning to breathe

paa.wn kit longing or sorrow, which s
pr.oi I heart concealed till it unconsciously found
I. to 111 MUSIC

Lo ,king atml listening silently, while others
n'tlV ati,l applatidkd only the fair s inger, Ernest
was ~;..king to read the woman, and to discover
tho true vies,. of the weary restless look that DOR
overshadowed the face he knew and loved so well.
)nee only it lit up with a sudden smile, and for

a moitiont .he stud silent, gazing intently as it
serirnc,l, toward the remote nook where he sat;
but hardly had the glad thought IIashe,dthrough
his mind, when lie caught sight of a young and
richly iirt ~sed man a short distance before him,
who bent eagerly forward, his healthieste face
beaming with delight to meet sad answer her
glance with one as warm and bright as bet own.

" This must be the Count; little wonder she
loves s.) young and ardent a friend," thought
Ernest drawing back with an unconscious sigh
as he looked down on his threadbare dress, and
remembered the silver -hairs among the brown
Inek: that fell about his thin and care worn face.
11. did not know that to gayoyoung lover was

un=een, and that the sight of him alone called
the deep color to her cheek, and gave a tenderer
tu,elody to her voice, as she sang her farewell
air, and, with a lingering look behind, vanished
from the eager eyes of the excited throng.

'. I Mina see her again, If it be but in instant,"
said Ernest, within himself, as he hastened
through the ebbing crowd, while 'bitter conflict
of sorrow, love and jealously went on in his
troubled h.•art• lie gained the private entrant*
wh. re her carriage waited, and mingled with the
gr,up of gentlemen wbo gathered there for a last
1,,,k as the passed out Presently she came,
closely veiled, leaning on thearto of*grey bead-
ed gentleman Ernest was pressing forward to
say a word to her, when the young stranger
stepped before him to the carriage dear, whisper-
ing a few words to the old gentleman, who rs
plied,

" Enter Alarie, Mademoiselle permits it:'
~,\.Vith a grateful bow ho sprang in and they

were gone, leaving the wondering group to dis-
perse at will Ernest stood for a moment, with
a pale cheek, and an unwonted ire ilk his eye,
looking after the departing carriage which had
I. ft nothing but its dust on his cloak to remind
1,• in that what had happened was reel.o

.‘ ynnog trimd spied him out, tad takiug his
31 ni said, gaily • "A 4 nut routes ere the ssme let
(1/.• walk with you, beunarteott, sad offer my
aongrattilatimA ~n tbx success of your fair po-
p:1 Wlivn way I offer diesvolt her bu dai?"
he athlekl, with a meaning asille.

" Heart tell tue what you kuow of thia Count,"
ri plied Ernest, heedless of the question. "I have
not area 'Bertha alone, sod ishOUM be glad so
hear the truth from one whom I salt trust "

"All I tae tell you is this," said the young
soan„kwithuut L..kiug into his listener's aaitioas
face ;

" he is a nephew of old Lisretan's, the grey
headed gentleunts yellow to-night, whose daugh-
ters ere Mademoiselle Bertha's friends, sad thro'
them Marie came L., s..c and love her. I ssaiwat
learn whether she return/ it, but from hisaossem-
Denying Ler hither, and the late pandas. ha has
made for her, one may be pretq Bare that sha
will I re keg make him hsppter than he deserves."

"Bow is that' is he lees noble and worthy
than he looks?" staked Ernest quickly.

" Ile is a generous hearted amile, with high
hopes and noble nspiratione,"rewarasai 11114 Mewl;
- but easily led, sud too Wolin. ilk hare the
easy earele‘s life be kiwis, in ilea owl struggle
(or the how* he sui#ltt gun ia whammies am,

tierttatk Young, rich sad hem, bait cosiest
to let the years roll plesseutly -invegietiklll,teites

4,no thought kfuture . Air,' bw thellleded.
with such aVI ss Bertha, . Wow* both

„ , A

wino and that lie may be the more worthy
4 low."

You spasof woo purobute nubs for bor ;

what is it, Howl 1"
His frisad .liatitsted a aioiseat, sad tau said

lisatfly, " I forgot that it night sat be a *we
set eubjeet to you, bat he has boo&your for-
mat bow, abet $ woken,* gift it would &abater
be if lludomoiselhi roulosabor lb, bountiful spot
as plemsatly as others do. But must you Woo
me here ? Good sight, thee, aad pudm me if
I have unwittbigry pained you by my thoughtless
words."

With a hasty adieu Ernest turned away, and
through the gay streets west slowly tolis. salu-
tary lodgings. There he drew forth small
board be had so painfully gathered up, d whits&
MA now of little value in his eyes, the while be
stood idly watching the gleam of the yellow pile
in the fault asooalight, that glided in sad seemed
to dance mockingly over the poor familiars and
the thoughtful free of the gray haired maa.—
Once hebed °ousted his little stees-adtllsrow-
pleasure, picturing to himself as be atMil sum
after sum of his hard earnings, a peaceful future
and blessed by har love. Now, both home andwifewerelosttaikiat,andthelongyears ofpa-
tient hope and ihbor were in vain.

Carelessly pukhiog the useless gold away, be
laid his bead upon his folded arms, and so sat
motionless in the silent room—while the shadow
of Bertha's rosel tree flickered over him, sad the
night wind, sweeping across the chords of her
open instrument, played a soft air, seeming to
whisper in fitful music her own words, "I will
yet fill his life with sunshine, melody, and prove
I never can forget." But he saw nothing, heard
nothing in the outer world, till, from the gray
steeple near, midnight bounded over the hushed
city.

Roused by the sudden clang ofthe great bell,
he started up, and following the restless longing
that led him forth, he threw a cloak upon his
shoulders, and stole quietly out toward the city
gate, beyond which lay the home he went. to bid
farewell.

On he butened, through the deserted squares,
till the 'sound of sudden laughter and voices
reached him as be entered an unfrequented
street, and saw, jest entering the house before
him, Count Alario and a sinister looking man,
who pushed him rudely aside as he passed, and
closed the door quickly behind them.

"A tit lover for my pure hearted Bertha,"
thought Ernest, bitterly, as he recollected the
fleshed, face, disordered dress, and strange com-
panion of the Count. " I will yet see more of
him, and judge what has the power to charm
away the memory of early friends," he muttered
to himself, while pacing to and fro before the
gambling house, unwilling to enter, yet led on
by a keen desire to watch the person who so
deeply interested him.

At length he quietly passed in, and glided
through the crowded rooms, glaring with light,
noisy with oaths and the quick rattle of dice.
The air was hot and heavy with smoke and wine
fumes, antteverywhere,eager faces, some flushed
with triumph, acme distorted with varying hopes
and fears, °then pale and ghastly with despair.

Ia a distant recess, Roust saw the pair be
'ought. Bholt as was the tins* Awe they enter-
ed, the Ctititit had ilfriessly teligiag
dy &Le odd that lay before hie evil-faced compan-
ion, who watched his excited sad unwary oppot
vent with a crafty smile, luring or goading him
ofi by false hopes or taunting words.

Standing unseen, amid the few spectators, Er-
nest watched- the game with intenser interest
thin any there, forgetting everything, for the
time, except the changing face of the young man
ptaving s,l recklessly before him.

" 111 has lost a fortune here during these last
f;•oir nights, and, if be will not be warned, before
morning he will be penniless I fear, for he is no
match for that clever villain who has lured him
to it, and will not quit him till the yoag man is
ruined," whispered one bystander to another.

As the words reached Ernest's ear a sudden
thought darted through his mind, and an evil
voice seemed to breathe in his ear—

"If he is ruined, your home is your own
again. If Bertha knew it, she would never he
his wife. Let it go on, and the gloom aboutyou
will gather about him, while his happiness may
beyours."

His face flashed and paled, his heart beat load
and the lights swam before his eyes—for a use.
went only, then through the tumult, within and
without, sounded the low voice of his better self,
echoing the words he had spoken long ago—-

" Her happiness shall be the one great object
of my life." The memory of the innocent, trust-
ing @kik swept over him lilts a cool wind in a
desert place, and scorning ijihaseN for his !mo-
mentary weakness, he thrust the temptation
aside and stepped forward, saying, as he laid his
hand on the young Count's shoulder,

"My friend, let me warn you, this is an une-
qual °outset, quit it before it is too late."

" Who are you that dare interfere thus? and
Wwhcoe name do you warn me to stop, sir ?"

cried the Count, hotly starting up.
Ernest bent and whispered, " In Bertha's name

I ask it. lam her friend, and, as such, cannot
see you wreck her happiness and your own in
such a mad hour u this. For her sake do not
thus forget yourself."

Looking fall into the noble face before him,
and reading the truth and honor of his unknown
friend, the Count stood silent for a moment,
struggling to collect himself, then flinging down
his cards he frankly offered hishand saying, with
earnest warmth, •

"You have saved me from utter rein, and I
thank you. Dave been and, infatuated,--[ctrl
the magic of the name you have used is strong
enough to stay my reckless folly at its height—-
! will play no more. Trust me. I will bat set-
tle pest accounts, and then quit this place forev-
er."

"I do trust yam Think of ber and evil eta
Doi Leapt you," widowed &sett; sadpraising
his band, with a friendly warning, be silently
went out.

A harass of bitsersess sad glees" seemed lift
rel from his spirit as hepitsd along the auselit
road be bed so often tro, with Stile Berets
at his side. Now oo childish foot tripped over
the grew pathway, bat a beaudfal, proud woo-
maw smeared to glide before his, looking beak
with grateful tender eyes, Indbeekseheg bum oa,
while she seittered roes as its imp and nog
stamp selodies that Iliad his.aith a sew sad
deep delight.

He meshed at lest the well blows path that
led, through Wasting shrubs sad sees. $0 the
stomas of his hose. Bat aow a dosed gets
barred the way, sad leasing there, he looked,
hag sad sadly, through the iron bars, at the mg.
Soled genies, where the foustaie Nabbed 90.4
sail the wieldstirred *swag the Bower ea pass
tatty.fig he as there as a happy alibithat
sow endued very keg ago.

As he stood thus, aueoescioas how the eight
was paseiso' a artists sad several hosessea
swept saddest; by, sad, Oha Oak,(miming
start, be aught the sotad of the Comierlaps
Usti voice, sayiag. 14 Poster, ter (Bed's cabs; tt
sus be over before the soon seta."

They were goas'ead all was still agaia blew
he oesprabeaded what had pawed. Thee,Susi
legis ate delay read, be streitted leis eye to M.
low the ASS* ferriage as it mishit" soi
brow at a bill. As b• sued thus a
healeoilea Dy, with saes pale with •

Tie s adbile*.
" tits, /Ist 4I sis visit ibis

are those gone before?" said Emus as the man'
eased breathlessly against a tree.

"Don't stop me, fir," he cried, when he could
speak "my muter had quarrel at a gambling
bowin the sit;, and they are gone to the river .
side yonder to settle it. lam hastening to him
now, for he bade me follow when I had given his
note to the lady in ease he sever returned."

" Who is your mister !It" demanded Ernest
" (Joint Alarie," ausiiered the man, as he

darted away.
Alter a brief pause to collect his thoughts,

Ernest, sprung over a low hedge and plunged into
the wood, through which lay the nearest path to
the river

Thinking of nothing but Bertha and her
grief, possessed only by the wild wish to save
her lover'en he hurried. Crashing these' tang:
led thickets, heedless of rent garments and torn

flesh, dashing through forest pools, leaping from
rock to rock, and flinging away hat and cloak
that he might speed the faster, on be struggled,
till at lest be gained a little knoll, and paused a
moment to see where next to turn. Theemeen
shone dimly, but there, just below Lim on the
river's edge, stood the Count, pale and resolute,
opposite the sinister stranger, who leaned on a
low wall, with a scornful on his dark face.
A group of gentlemen were gathered near by,
and the eager face of the servant was visible as
he came hastening from the road beyond.

With a vein effort to call them Ernest, Nitt
and breathless, sprung from the knoll a their
weapons gleamed in the light, and, darting across
the narrow dell, stood between them crying
hoarsely, " Stay and hear me." But it was too
late. As the first word fell from his lips a sharp
report broke the stillness of the night. The next
moment a man rode hastily from the field, and
the rest gathered wonderingly about the Count,
whose arm was tenderly supporting Ernest as he
lay upon the ground, saying faintly, with a smile
on his colorless lips,

"It is as well so. Bo kind to little Bertha,
and bid her think sometimes of the old friend
who, to the last, thought of her happiness alone."

'risen he fell back, white and still, upon the
bloody grass, and no sound broke the silence but
the mournful ripple of the stream.

CLIAPTER VI

Day after day went heavily by in the darken-
ed room where Ernest Lennartson lay, unconsci-
ous that he was again in his own home, which
Bertha, through the Count, had purchased back
as a gift for him lie never knew the worn,
tender facie that bent above him with 4ueh tire-
less watchfulness ; never heard the to voice,
singing, with a plaintive melody it had not own-
ned before, to soothe "his restless fever ; never
felt hot tears fall like rain on his poor wasted
bands, when be folded theme, and blessed his
"little Bertha," murmuring brokenly at the se-
cret of his patient love and sorrow that had bur.
dened him so long

And Bertha listened to these fitful wanderings
with the proud head bent very low, to catch each
feebly uttered word, and such a glow of wonder,
gratitude and joy upon her face,.that every trace
of weariness and gloom vanished like shadows,
leaving it radiant with a deeper beauty than be-
fore.

Night and day she eat in that hushed room,
imetduisg the pale fames the pillow grew more
colorless aad thin, the gray looks wither with,
long suffering, heard the IoW voice daily
grow more faint, AA it tried to murmur the little
song she used to sing when a child beside his
knee. And through this long trial, though her
cheek faded and her eyes grew dim, her woman's
heart grew stronger, and her hidden love burned
with a parer flaw., while li r new f..und
though oft.n mingled with fear au.l,.rrow, nev
er ceased to cheer and support her through the
long vigils, which had now become most bless.l
hours to her.

At length a deep sleep fell upon hiui, and
through the house reigned a .01..tnn
hour after hour went by, and his I.)w breathing
grew more regular and light, wbi:e a healthful
clew stood on his brow, and the burning fever
seemed to leave him.

Bertha was called away, and the old nurse
slept at her post, when the hollow eyes utrelos,eil
and Ernest waked weak as a child, but calm abd
conscious. A dim mist seemed at first to float
before him, and low murmurs filled his ear, but
sIoWIS the cloud passed , and he beheld the old
familiar objects of his room, while voices s rand
ed through the twilight round him.

Looking through a half open doer into the
sunny apartment beyond, he saw Bertha and
Count Alaric standing in the light together, in
low and earnest coati-tuition.

At first their words fell idly on hit car, but
soon he listened, like one in a dream, powerless
to speak or move. The Count was sayiug eager.
ly, as be sought to look in Bertha's half averted
fees,

" Will you not only let we hope then? I only
ask for that; months, years will I wait, until
you learn to love me as I feel you may, un•
worthy as I am. Will you not grant me this,
Berths !"

" I canoot,lalarie," she replied, firmly and
kindly. "Listen, and I will tell y ou why I will
not let you cherish a false hope You have been
patient, generous with me, and shall be frankly
answered, though it is hard to utter what has
been so long ociecealed ; but you deserve it; as
I earneot give you my love, I will yield my con.
Moue freely as to a brother "

The Count looked silently into the earnest face
uplifted to his, and met the frank glance of her
eyes which never changed, though, her cheek
erbmsoned, and her voice grew lower as she went
OD.

" Ten years ago I came into the house a friend-
less little child, and the same kind hand that led
me over yonder threshold then, has guided me,
through all them years, to womanhood and hap-
piness.,

Whatever virtue, power, or success I now poe-
ms, I owe them all to him who has been, through
sorrow, poverty and absence, a food and faithful
Irked to see. Should I not be grateful for all
skis t sad eau you blame sal that the first
tistAllOt of my heart should be, how boat to ren-
der Ins life calm and beautiful, as he has render.
ed miner F

" I cannot blame yon, Berths, but forgive me
if I grievethat hie happiness hectines my sor-
row, ' eaormored the coast with a heavy sigh.

" Rear me out," said Bertha, " and you will

nett. him any joy, however great, when
youre learned kw he deserves it, Mario.
His deed brother loved me loitago ; be bid toe
gladden Wilhelm's life, and thotegio I only felt a
sisterly affeetion, I obeyed, that, throne' it;
brattier, Ernest might be happy. Ah I I ,as
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him since you came, until I led you here, whose
we had had bite, dying as we thought, on that
unhappy night. How then can you know that
he still thinks of you, with unchanged alifetion,
after this long reparation

A. smile so radiant and glad lit up tier We,
and inward joy lent such tender music to her
voice, that all her lost bloom seemed restssed
fourfold, as .he replied, with a fond glance to•
ward the"silentroom within.

" T never knew it till I came to tend bins IssA.
Then, from his unconscious lips, I-for the first
time, learned how long and. faithfully he too
had borne a hidden sorrow, and cherished an al
fectio; far more unselfish than my owe

Alaric, when I think of all his
and infailingicare, the weary years of seg=
be has Fuffered, for my :sake rise up before uta,
and I eau only wodder at my blindness, 'odious
mote fervently to repay him by the treasured
wealth ,af my deep love "

Bile bent her head upon her hands, the Count
looked out with dim eyes at the distantriver aids,
and for a moment no,hing broke the sunny si-
!awe round thee, Th,n looking up, with pity
cud affection stininir through her tears, Berths
sale

" Forgive roe for the pain I cause you, and
believe me, were I fr, e, there is no heart I would

-Ito freely, gladly talw .as yours 844 this Celina
be thereore forg-t rist, anal give me still,
what I most truly prize, your friendship."

The young All341 carmly pressed the hand she
offered, saying, humbly and seriously,

It is yours forty, r, dearest Bertha. I net

give )ou up, without • ue selfish pangs to 610 who
has so well deserved you Tell him this, aid
God keep you both. to bless each other for thaw
years of constancy Farewell, when I have learn-
ed to love you less, I will return to claim puss
my friend , and thank him for the life he law
rendered worth saving by the silentrebuke of his

' own noble crample, which I will henceforth sta-
re to follow "

Then kissitv, passionately the hand he -both',
with a sliest glance into the sweet approving
countenance before hlm, the Count was gone,
and with a sigh, Bertha stole back to the Inner
room, looking with glad wonder at the placid
smile on Ernest's pallid face. and the healthfot
sleep Iliac seemed to hover round bim, like a
healing spell.

The magic of a happy heat t worked wonders,
and the shadow of loath parsed by, leaving
unclouded sunshine in the home of Ernest Len-
nartson

They carne at last to the lime fountain whose
bright waters whiarrel a glad welcome, whilo
the flowers nodded on t r s toms, and bird-voices
echoed, over bead

‘..Do you remember when wo last where here,
Bertha?" Ernest %And, looking up from the
rustic seat at the tsar, thoughtful woman stand-
ing in the flickering shadows at his side.

" Yes, I have not forgottin anything that hap-
pened in that happytime," she answered mnsingiy

" And you remember when I asked you for a
rose, you hid me take whatever you mould *lie
I did not ask for more, then, and should not Test-
tury now, but lying on my bed within there,
dreithed a blessedream, that haunts me still.
Shall I tell it, Berth 9"

She started slightly, saying in her low sweet
vele. "Yes. tell me. Do I not enjoy whatever
gives you pleasure ?"

r I seetued to wake fr tin a heavy sleep, 4114341
with .ad awl tr 'tittle I vision.," Ernest thus
went on, watching her changeful face as intent-
ly as she wAtehed the lancing waves "Look-

ing from the gloom around me, I saw you and
Ahlric in the sunshine near, and from your lips
I 'ward a few warm w r,li I had never thought
to hear them uttt r /r•ll we. was it hut a bliss-
ful fancy conjured t cheat my sorrow, as it
had often done b, fore, tr was it real, Bertha ?"

Her eheeic glowed with womanly shame, then
paled !id' dettp t meson, but her frank eyes free-
ly we^t tsi. own, an 1 ail her loveRuched warmly
from her heart int her face and v,•iee, as she re-
plied

" It was no dream, Ernest, but the simple
story of a tree affection, which always ha* be-
longed to you, though unsuspected and un-
sought "

" Bertha, can ).111, in the bloom and freshness
of your womanhood, with such a brilibt path
spread before you, be content to snaffles the
many pleasures you tnieht gain, to beautify and
brighten the t.olitary 01 your old master ?"

Ernest finked, with anXll.ll+ tenderness, adding
aorrowfullv,

" I am poor, and cane .t eveu give you a fit-
ting home. lam no longer yang, and cannot
labor as I nuce t•on;;i, even f.r your dear sake,
lam broken healto, and way berome a burden
on your generous care Think of these things,
and do not let to aril my happiness at the cost
of yours, my grateful Bertha?"

Her only answer was to smooth the grey locks
with a fond, light touch, and look upon him with
a smile so proud and tender, that be needed no
reply And eoniing to her 'side, while all the
glow and buoyant rigor of his youth mewled his
again, ho whispered fee.-rently,

God bless you for this hour, Bertha Years
of itilcot Iffering are nothing now, aid' I am
itrong and rich tiu, fir yen have gi‘vn me
back the sunshine,..f my life "

Ass Bertha proved forgetful of her early
friend, as you foretold !" she asked, loaning in
the old childish way upon his srm,adding softly,
" Ali : *neat, du nut doubt die future_ The
affection that has lived so long in secret, will not
vanish now when,all i 4 told I have won what
is dearer far then anything the world can gins
and am content. Fame, without love, to a true
woman, is a brillititit crown she gladly lays down
for Love's gimple wreath of flowers. I have a
dearer Lisa now than to please a fickle crowd
Loving and serving you is henceforth my
true happiness and duty. If you are poor,
can I not earn enough for both with the gift
whose use yen taught me Y If health desertsyou
who will watch and cheer you with .uekt real
delight as she for whose sake it wn. lout ? If
you art old, am I not here, stror.g and loving,
to support yen' The hand be which you led me
from obscurity to h uppiae. like this shall min-
ister to every want, the oilje you trained with
puticut, skill, shalt a c all weariness sad painwith he grateful and the heart of the poor
child youl soar your own, will seek to fill the
bloom sod sedight as you bare tilled the spring
of haw"

,ew dash of the fountain was, the only
80,, -et that broke the silence, till Ernest 1.l a
_ern stained paper in her hand, bidding bee us

fold it! Wondering she did so, and two har d
flowers lay before her as he said smiling,. •-• 1̀

.4 The little hod you gave me at soup
door,the half blown rose upon night when
we acct ban together in the too r
I have kept them all thsse years, as, graceful
symbols af my little Bectita, long ago.'

66 Say rasher of the4ove which budded in b
childish heart, whew she wept for joy slat yo
sallantod her pe9ptift. The, timid passion belt
half confesstOven to herself, midMOAN' bet
the one weds word to bid it bloom, is lilyShown
in the /enfolding blossom given lass but this

perfeet beauty, glewinground its golden
Sart, ifs a trim athlete' now of that some swot-
growing loss,- whose warmth, lam the /oven's
pedants, will lisger even whoa its lits isoome."As Bertha spoke, sits gathered from i dmis-
less stab its fairest crimson Unmet ttitd Uhl the
fel tdSeret rose, in gruest's hurl; beak; the
withensi hods.


