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When Ernest joined them, ready to

he found their gathered in the shadow dgiat
wines that hung about the old steno porch, and
taking his brother aside, whispered earnestly,

" Wilhelm, deal generously with my eta,
and do not bind her by any promises that may
prove burdensome. Ido not doubtnow that she
love. you, I road it in her shy avoidance of you,
and her silent nadnese as the parting draws more
near. Still, though this be so, leave her free
till she has seen the world and learned to know
her own heart well. Tell her I approve her choice
and heaven bless you both in your great happi-
ness, dear brother."

Then drawing Bertha to his side, he laid his
hand upon her head, saying,

" Dear child, I have no words to tell you bow
beautiful you have made my life while sharing
our home, nor how great is tny trust in your I
strength and purity of heart, how bright my
hopes of your future welfare, and how fervent my
prayers for your happiness in Shit troubled world.
Be true to yourself and the love we bear you,
and come back to us unchanged by your long sh-
rew*, our own simple noble•hearted Bertha.—
God bless and 1.p you, best beloved child, and
so farewell."

He did not fold heein his arms and lavish
fond names upon her as he longed to do, for
Wilhelm's anxious eyes mere upon him, but
pressing her hands in a strong, earnest clasp, he
kissed her forehead, whispering as he stooped,

"Be kind to Wilhelm and I am repaid fourfold
for the little I have done for you.

Bertha's colorless face flushed crimson and her
dark eyes fell, after one quick glance at the
brothers then..faltering forth a few broken words
of grateful love, she laid her head on Gcatude's
breast, as if she never eared to lift it up again,
and with a pang of titter sorrow beard his de-
parting steps grow fainter, till the clang of the
great gates seemed to part them forever

And Ernest with a farewell glance, saw Wil-
helm at her side, her hand in his, pouring forth
eager words whose meaning he well knew
Bertha's face was hidden still, with maiden
shame he fancied, but he could not see how fast
the hot tears fell, nor guess how like the idle
wind his brothers) passionate words swept by her
ear

When Bertha met him on the appointed day,
his brother, radiant with a happy lover's joy, was
still beside her But a great and sudden change
bed coma upon her; she wns nu longer bright
with smiles and youthful bloom, but silent, pale,
and thoughtful, with a secret trouble in her eye
and a stern resolve stamped on her face.

With Ernest, she exerted all her powers to
seem unchanged, and iu that short, hurried time
he only saw in her sweet seriousness the quiet of
• heart brooding over its new happiness.

Toward Wilhelm she was doublykind, timidly
seeking to be all he asked and listening to his
fond words with a strange, regretful earnestness
as if she had noright to them and knew not how
to answer fitly

And so the parting came at length, and bid-
ding them farewell,, she was borne away. But
though her last embrate was given to her lover,
her last look lingered tearfully upon the hies
which smiled serenely on her now, as Olen she
saw it first--1 little child beside her cottage
door
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THE LAUGHING, HERO
AN INCIDENT OF THE MASSACRE AT GOLIAD

It was the morning of the 17th of March,
1836, „Aurora, mother of dews and mistress of
golden clouds, cam,, as she-almost ever comes
to the living scenery of the plains of Goliad—a
thing of beauty, queen of the sky, on a throne
of burning amber, robed in the crimson of fire,
with a diadem of purple, and streamers of paint-
ed pink • Oh' it was a glorious dawn for the
poet to sing yf earth, or the saint to pray to
heaven; but poet's song nor salsa's Twa.y•ir made
the =stifle of the place and the hour. Alas: no;
.t was a very different sort of music.

A hundred hoarse drams roared the 4loud rr.
eille that awoke four hundred Texan prisoners

and their guard—four times their number of
Meaiean soldiers—the elite of the Chief Butch-
er's grand army.

The prisoners were immediately summoned to
parade before the post, in the main street of the
village, and every eye sparkled with joy, and
every tongue uttered the involuntary exclama-
tiod of confidence and hope—-

"Thanks, Santa Anna: lie is going to exe•
cute the treaty: We shall be shipped back to
the United States! We shall see our friends
once more!"

Such were the feelings which the American
volunteers, and the few Texans among them
greeted the order to form int) lioe.

The line was formed and then broke into two
columns whcu every instrument of music in the
Mexican host Rounded n merry march, and they
moved away with ti quick stew over the prairie
towards the west.

Five minutes afterwards, a singular dialogue
oeeurred between the two leaders of the front
columns of th ,.prisonera:

" What makes you walk so lame, Col. Neil?
Are you wounded?" asked a tall, handsome man,
with blue eyes, and bravery flashing forth in all
their beams.

" Col. Fannin, I walk lame tokeep faoni being
wounded: do you comprehend!" replied the oth-
er with a laugh, and such a laugh as no words
might describe—it was so loud, so luxurious,like the roar of the breakers of a sea of humor,it was, in short, a laugh of the inmost heart.

"I do not comprehend you,.for I am no artistinriddles," rejoined Fannin, smiling hisliself at
the ludicrous gaity of his companicol, so strange.
ly ill-timed.

" You discover that I am lame in each leg,"said Colonel Neil, glancing down at the membersindicated, and mimicking the movements of aoonfinned cripple, as he laughed louder thanever. "And yet, he added, in a whisper, " Ihave neither the rheumatism in my knees, norowns on my toes, but I have two big relterwrs in
my boots:"

'" That is a violation of the treaty by which
we agreed to deliver up our arms," Col. Fanninmournfully suggested.

" You will see, however, that I shall needthem before the sun is an hour high," repliedveils "Ah Fannin, yon do not know thetreachery of these base Mexicans."
At the instant the sun rose is askof extra-ordinary brilliancy, and a million flower-capslung their rich odors agreed over the greenper, as an offering to the lord of light, whenthe mandate to "hale" wasgivsn by one ofBantaAinnet's Aids, and the two columns of prisonerswere brohu up and scattered over the plain, inmail Unity Noires, encircled on every aideby Mexican lutiMitry and troops rot horses, with

a loaded muskets tank drawn swords. And thenaside a momentary pale, awful is its stillnessand disturbed only by elk enaisisnei shriek ofterror, as the most timid among th e captiverealised the impending storm at fire and oscine-time of life's last hope.
And then the infernal work of mur-derwas, and a woe ensued
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Niel, would ticot dielowes sn them, se meek WI,
the perils of the occasion **Hsi the *tetra
elnatisity of his'Wight' eanselei. Rat premety
a cleaver teeter than the rest Right be

oa his humswrival, sodapproached lei IDee* that the dragsteviiisedMs sOloillir a coup Ide grace. Neil'homme emission of his eager,
sad hastilyeleekowed his speed, till the bet streem
of smoke from the horses nostrils appeared to
mingle with his *wry hair ; sod then, wheeling
suddenly he trod another mad from a revolver
and the rider tumbled from his saddle. The Vic-
tim then mewed his tight.

A mad yell of grief sadrace broke from the
remaining troopers as they witnessed the fate of
their comrade, and its effect was immediately
evident in the segmentedcaution of their pursuit
--fbr they galloped afterwards in one body,
thereby greatly retarding their progress, so- that
Neil reached the river before them. He paused I
ndt a moment, but plunged headlong down the
steep bank into the current, and struck for the
other shore ! The dragoons discharged their side-
arms ineffectually, and gave over the chum

In a few minutes Neil landed sad as soon as
he felt satisfied that he was really saved, •burst
into an insuppressible convulsion of laughter,
and exclaimed : "It will kill me just to see
bow astonished the yellow devils looked when I
healed my revolvers out of my boots !"

Such was Col. John Neil--possessing a food
of humor that no misfortune could ever exhaust
and a flow of animal spirits which would have
enabled him to dance on the grave of all his
dearest friends, or to9iave sang Yankee Doodle
at his own execution.

Terrible Tragedy—Pour persons Wiped.
A gentleman who name down from Traverse

des Sioux, on the Reveille, yesterday morning,
furnishes us with an imperfect account of a ter-
rible tragedy which took *see last week, betwen
Traverse and Eureka, ind about seven miles from
th former place. A family, consisting of bus-
bund, wife, and two children has been destroy-
ed, either by one whom they looked upon as a
protector, or by the murderous hand of another.

For two or three years past a German named
Julian, resided on a claim near Traverse. He
was known as an industrious and hard working
man in comfortable circumstances. Last week
Julian's ne ,ighbois'were surprised'by the silence
about the house; and the fact that neither he
nor any of his family had been seen for several
days induced them to visit his house to ascer-
tain what the matter was. Several of his neigh-
bors proceeded to the dwelling on Saturday last;
everything on the first floor was found in good
order, the furniture undisturbed, and no evi.
dance of an affray; but on descending to the cel-
lar, the dead body of Mrs. Julian was first dis-
coveredi then. that of Julian, and the bodies of
his two children--all having apparently come to
their death from the effect of gun shot wounds.
Mrs. Julian was shot thrungh the back with a
rifle, but hail's and his elii.Oren were killed by
a shot gun, the former havitig been shot in the
breast.

The bodies were discovered on Saturday last.
The ooronor was immediately sent for, and upon
his arrival an inquest was held, but the result
of the jury's deliberation had not been annonne•
ed when our informant left. A great deal of
excitement existed among the people living in
the vininity of the scene of the lamentable trage-
dy. The prevelent opinion was that Julian first
killed his wife and children and then dedroyed
himself Others were of the opinion that the
family had been murdered. The position of the
bodies when found, seemed to substantiate the
opinion that. Julian was the murderer. On the
body of Julian when it was discovered, was found
a considerable sum of money This would seem
to °introvert the opinion of some that he bad
been robbed and murdered. At the time of his
death, be wu making preparations to remove to
Ilraverse, where a house bad been constructed
for him. The entire affair is shrouded in mys-
tery, and we will wait with impatience, for the
result of the coroner's investigation now going
oo Paul Democrat, Apr. 16

It Made Him Independent.
A man named Porter says he once had a cler-

ical friend between whom and himaelfthere ells.
ted great intimacy.

Every Saturday night, as Porter was sitting
balancing his cash, a note would come request-
ing the "loan of a five dollar bill!" The money
was always returned punetually at eight o'clock
oa the next 4donday morning.. But what pus-
sled the lender was, the parson always returned
the very identical note he borrowed. Since he
had discovered this fact he had made private
marks on the note; still the same wa■ hauled
back on Monday morning. One Saturday eve-
ning Porter sent a five dollar gold piece, instead
of a note, and marked it. Still the very same
coin was retuned on Monday, Porter got nervous
aid billions about it; he could not sleep at night
far thinking of it; he would awake his wife in
the middle of the night and ask what she tho't
of such a strange oumirence.ffit was fist boil-
ing over with curiosity, venTi a n3te came from
the reverend borrower, one Christmas eve, asking
for the loan of ten dollars. A brilliant thought
struck our friend. He put on his great coat, re-
solving to call aad demand and explanation of
the mystery.

When ho was shown into his friend's study, he
found him plunged in the profoundest melan-
choly.

" Mr —," said our friend, " if you will an-
swer me oue question I will let you have the ten
dollars "

" How does it happen that you always repay
me the mouey you borrow on Saturday night in
the very mete coin or note on Monday ?"

The parson raised his bead, and after a violent
struggle, as though he were about to unveil the
hoarded mystery of his soul, said in ,:filtering
tones:

"Porter, you are a gentlemen--a scholar, a
Christian and a New Yorker—l know I can rely
on your inviolable secrecy—listen to the secret
of my eloquent*. -Toe know that I am poor,
and when I have -bought my Sunday dinner, I
have seldom a red cent left in my pocket. Now
I maintain that; no man can preach the Gospel
and blow up his congregation properly without
he has got something in his pocket to inspire
him with confidence. I have therefore borrowed
fire dollars of you every Saturday, that I might
Cul it occasionally u 1 preached on Sunday.—
You know how independently I preach—how I
make the rich shake in their shoes; well, tt is
owing to my knowing that I bare a Ave dollar
bill in my pookerel .0( course, never having to
use it for any other purpose, it is not shagged,
bet invariably returned to you the nut morning;
Now, as Mr. George Law is seining to hear me
preach to-morrew, I thought I would try the af-
ield of a ten siciilsr lemon upon him 1"

eir Wbes you hear • girl pleading to get
of from goiug to the"isouthly emeert" Sudsy
main imoc of dreadta headashe," utak*
up ywur *dud that, Mr. Myer, the young jewel:
er, will eon to console her ;bout des time theeld folks hue got past the eased misers. Head.aebes heseeforwardwill be a eikusiemalady, pa.
til a sard with " Mrs. Slur" is is eitenalatioW.
Queer chap, that headache.
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