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SEBASTOPOL
Scott, in his book on the Crimea says:
The port of Sebastopol consist of a bay run-

ning in a south-easterly direction, about 4 miles
lasi and n mile wide at the entrance, diminish
inigto 400 yards at the end, where the "Tcher•
aim Retchka," or Black River, emties itself
The average depth is about 8 fathoms, the bottom
being composed of mud in the centre mid gravel
at the sides. On the southern coast of this bay
are the commerical, military, and careening har-
bor', t=arantine harbor being nutside the en
Van these taking 'Southerly direction and
Laving deep water.

The military harbor is the largest, being, about
a mile and a half long, by 400 yards wide, and
is eompletely landlocked on every side. Here it
is that the Black See fleet is in"ored in the win-
tar, the largest ships being able to he with all
their stores on board close to the quays. The
small harbor, which contains the naval arsenal
and ducks, is on the eastern side of the military
harbor, peer the entrance.

The port is defended to the south by six prin-
piped batteries and 1. irtresses, each mounting from
60 to 190 guns. and the north by four, having
from 18 to 120 pieces each; and besides these
there are many smaller batteries.

The fortresses are built on the casement prib-
aiple, three of them having three tiers of guns,
and A. forth two tiers. Fort Bt. Nicholas is the
largest, and mounts about 100 guile; on careful-
ly counting them we made li?6 By great inte-
rest we obtained preuaission to vtait this fortress.cut is built of white limestone; a tine sound atone.
which becomes hard and is very durable, the same
material being used for a:1 the other forts. Be-
tween every two casements are furnaces for heat
Lag shoi, red hot; we measured the calibre of the
pus, and found it to I,e ilea inches capable of
throwing shells or 68-pound solid :dint

There were in the miliiary barber of Sebasto-
pol 12 lino-of-battle ships, S frigates and 7 cor-
vettes, ciomprisiug the I.llack Sea let, indepen-
dent or steamers.

The town of Sebastopol is situated on the point
of land between the commerical and militar:, har-
bors, which Meta graduallyfrom the waters' edge
to an elevation of two hundred feet It is in ire
than a mile in length, and its greatest width -is
about three quarters of a mile, the streets enter-

-42 the open steppe at the south It was partly
ended on the west towards the laud by a loop

holed wall, which had been pronounced by one
of the first engineers of Russia as perfectly use-
less, and planiefor completely fortifying the place
in that direction were said to have been made;
but winter the work has since been carried out
we know not, though we have a deep conviction
that strong defences will be found to exist there
by the tune a besieging army arrives These,
however, beeing hurriedly raised, can neither be
ofstitheient maguitude nor strenght to offers se-
rious resistance to a long-continued fire of heavy
artillery, and, unless these fortifications are on a
most extensive scale, and embrace a very wide
circuit, they may be command from so many
points that, attack, -d with havy guns of long
range, their speedy reduction becomes a matter
of certainty

None of the sea batteries or forte are of service
for defence on the land side Indeed, the great
fete St. Nicholas. has not a gun pointed in that
direction, and sneh an armament would be per-
featly useless if it existed, as that part of the hill

' on which the town stands rises behind it toaheight
of two hundred feet. In fact, all the fortresses
and batteries, both to the north and the south of
the great bay, are commanded by higher ground
in the rear.

The streets of Sebastopol aro built in parallel
lima from north to south, lied intersected by others
from east to west; and the houses, being of lime-
stone, have a substantial appearance. The pub.
lie buildings are fine. The library erected by theemperor for the use of natal and military officers
is ofGrecian architecture, and is elegantly fitted
up internally The books are principally confin-
ed to naval and military subjects, and the seien-
ems connected with them, history, and some light
reading.

The club house is handsome externally, and
comfortable within; it contains a large ball-room,which is its most striking feature, and billiard
rooms, which appeared to be the great centre of
attraction; but one looked in vain for reading
rooms, filed with newspapers end journals, such
as are found in the clubs of England.

There are many good churches ands fine land-
tag place of stone from the military harbor, ap-
proached on the side of the town, beneath an ar-
chitrave supported by high columns It also
boasts an Italian opera house, the first perfor-
MOO* for the season at which took place during
our visit, but we cannot say mash for the sing-ing—the company being third rate, and the voice
of the prima dons verb much resembling, at
times, a cracked trumpet. The house itself was
badly fitted up

The eastern side of the town is so steep, that
the mast heads the snip, cannot be seen until
one gets close to them. Very beautiful views are
obtained from some pasta of the place, and it as
altogether agreeable situated. A militia) band
pimp every Thursday evening in the public gar-

, at which time the fashionables assemble in
great numbers

As Sebastopol is held exclusively as a military
and naval position, eiminerce does not exist--
the only articles imported by sea being chi so re-
quired for material of war, or as provisions for
the inhabitants and garrison

On the eastern side of the military harbor,
opposite the town, is in the line of buildings
consisting of barracks, some storehouses, and a
large naval hospital, which we inspected The
wards are good, but too much crowded; many of
the arrangements are bad, and the ventilation in
some parts exceedingly defective—the effluvia
being most offensive. But perhaps this is per.
Emitted on hygeian principles, seeing that the Rus-
sia. is so accustomed to foul odors from his birth
than the physician may consider a return to
Bade artificial native air as highly benificial
after s sea voyage.

Sebastopol is not the port of construction for
skips of war, they are built at Nicholaiea on
the giver Bog, as Petersburg is the building

for Cronstadt. But here all repairs are
sad stores and materials of war in great

gamily an kept in the naval arsenal.
In order to make sufficient space for the dock,

the maid of which leads from the souther. an-
tressity of the little port, it was necessary to cut
swaya polion of the mountain, and os the top
tithe gnat psrpeadioalar wall thus made, sowalib is a massive pile of stone buildings, used asihs mean' winter barracks.

Ist ass ofas essimy.pmetrating the dockyardpot dose barracks aught be laski as the &mid-
alas position by men armed with the Minis rile;'
mid “ Nip been waspipeal that a couple of Ilse
atbattle ship in lie basis, with thaw breed.

al, pert, and cosumadiet it, would also
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ship requires s supply of wit., she or the teak
barges hen only to go alongside, a hose is attseb-
ed to the pipe, put on board, and the process is
acoomplisited with the greatest facility sod ex-
pedition. 'No expense has. been spared to render
this nasal Braes' perfect, and we doubt whether,
is may respects, there is soother in Europe so
convenient, always supposing the works projeen-
ed to have been carried out.
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The streets of Sebastopol, is may be aiPectad•
teem with soldiers and sailors; indeed, no one
ineenunsotoi with the services lives there; and all
batRussians are discouraged, or forbiddes do
so. The Jews were at one time ordered away
front it entirely, but some few have been allow.
ato return. It was stated that no foreigners
were permitted to remain there more than twen-
ty-four boars; bet Owing a sojourn of nineteen
Jays we met with no interference, although we
visited, and eurionsly examined all parts of the
WWII, and everything worth seeing in it
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IMPORTANT AND VALUABLE DiscovEitT Din111.1 'dant dam:seis m AWL..The Indian Commissioner at Washington has Pioche and %t Ll4..ea r 51 JrJ, sh-this, Dew netts Thin.
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source of the Big Washita and Brazos rivers.
has discovered avaluable substitute for gum-arabic,
which is called "gum masque." Dr. S writes

The mesquite tree, from which this gum iv ob-
tained is by far the most abundant tree of the
Plains. eovering thousand of mile of the surface,
sod alw Is flourishes most luxuriantly in eleva
ted and dry regions. The gum (suites .ponratie-
ou-'N in a strut fluid state from the bark of the
trunk and soon h irdeus by exposure to flie at-
mosphere, forming more or less rounded and
vari.msly colored masses' weightug, each, from
a few grains to several ounces. These soon
bleach, and whiten upon exposure to the light of
the sun, and finally become nearly aolor.ese, semi
transparent, and filled wish fissures.

The Washington Stir says this is considered
the most valuable discovery since geld was first
found in Califeruia, and that the specimen for-
warded to the Indian Bureau, which while it dif-
fers from gum-arabic imported from the East, dif-
fers so slightly as to be beyond the diicrtw,ttatiou
of aught but chemical aualysis. It will bee great
source of revenue for Texas, New-Mexico and
the adjacent Indian Territory

MRS. BAKER ACQUITTED AT ST Lours.—
The case of Mr. Vary NV, BakPr, for the mur-
der of Witham 0 H vffman, In thig city, .11 Vey
last, which bas occupitd tip. Court of Common
Pleas fur a week past, went to the jury yepterday
afternoon, after the close of the argenscuts bt Ma-
jor Wright and Mr 81. nuerbassett. Judg,- Tr, et
tirgt instructed the jury, in a written address ~f
considerable length, and which we heard spolc,•ti
of as one of the mostpowertul and impartial
merits of itskind ever rendered in our Courts.—
They were out near two hours, and returning at
halt past four o'clock, announced a verdict of
"not guilty." A large crowd, present at the
time iu the court room, seemed generally to evince
their approval of the result The defendant
herself exhibited a good dial of emotion at the
rendenng of the verdict.—St. Louts &pub-
/icon, Nov. 22..
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