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Alexander II. Stephens,
OF GKOKdIA.

Tha following letter frcui the rebel
'iee President, Hon. Alexander II.

Stephen!, giving Lis views upon the pros- -

iKjc ts ot peace, was written in ansvve to a
letter addressed to him by. several of his
fellow-citizen- s of Georgia :

CltAWFOKLHSVILKK, . Ga , Sopt. , 22,
180 1. (Jeittkuicn : You will please ex-

cuse me for nut answering your letter of
tha 1 4 1 It instant sooner. J have been
absent lor nearly a week on a visit to my
brother in Sparta, who has been out of
health for some time. Your letter I found
here. on tuy return home yesterday. The
delay of my reply thus occasioned I re-gr- etr

Without further explanation or ;pnlojry
jdlow me now to v to you that no r-

i'U lining cau ln-- a more ardent desire '

for an end to be put to this unnatural and
merciless war uj;on lionorable aucl just i

term- - than 1 do. hut 1 really Iu not see
that it is in my power or yours, or th.it
ot any mimner or persons in our poMiion,
to inaugurate any movement that will aid
in bringing about a result that we and so
many moie, desire.

The movement by our legislature ::t its
last s. ssion, the suggestion of the l.x- -

ecutive, on this subject, was by authority
properly constituted for such a purpt re.

That
'MrQ' ly, juduMus and m the right duvc- -

'tun. Nor has it been without results.
The oigauizatioii of that party at the
North to which you refer may justly be
claimed as a part of the fruits of it. These.
it is to bj h ped, will be followed bv
others of' a more marked character, if all
in boiii ?ei:.-.-.- who desire peae-
UpOli CO! T terms will O that Iili .- :-

mcnt, thus iU urated, ail the aid in their '

power
The rt so! nth-;:- s cf ihe Georeia Legisla-

ture, at its last session, upon the subject
ot peace, in my judgment, embodied ar.d
set i.nn very cieany iiiosq principles, upon j

which alone there can be permanent i

bet wet n the different sections of this ex- - j

t rice h'.ppy and proFperocs, but j

now iti.itracted couritry.
Lhsv an i perfect solutions to nil pi --

sent truubl. s. and those far more grievous
oiks w!:ie.h lot.ru in prospect, aial

threaten in the foniini future, is
nothing more, than the simple reeoniti'.--
of t!ni fun lan.t lital principle and truth
noon which all Aiacrieun constituii ma!
liberty i i foun led, and upon the mamtc-risnc- e

.of ".vhicli alone it ran be preserved
that is, the Kovereigntj-- , the uhi:nate.

nbsolut sovereignty of th? States. This
d.(Ctri;:e our legislature ariTiounee J to the
people ht iL-N'Jit- li ai.d to the, Wt.ehl. It
is t ho only key-no- te to peace permanent,
lasting peace consistent with the secur ify
of the public liberty.

The old Ceiifc deration was formed upon
this principle. The old Union was after-
wards formed upon this principle. No
league can ever be formed or mai itained
between ar.y Stale, North or South,
securing public liberty, upon any other
principle.

The w hole framework of American
which in so short a time had

won the admiration of the world, and to
which we were indebted for such an un- -

paralleled career of prosenty and happi-
ness, Was formed upon this principle. All
our present troubles sprang from a depar- -

ture from this principle, from a violation
of this essenrtal law of our political or-

ganization.
In 1770 our ancestors and the ancestors

of those who are waging this unholy cru-

sade against us, together proclaimed the
great and eternal truth for the maintenance
of which they jointly pledged their lives,
their fortunes, and their sacred honor, that
governments are instituted among men,
deriving their just powers from the con-

sent of the governed, and that whenever
any form of government becomes destruc-

tive of those, ends for which it is formed,
it is i he right of the people to alter or
abolish it and institute a new gove rnment,
laying the foundations, on such principles,
and organizing its powers in such a form
as to them may seem most hktly to effect
their safety and happiness.

It is needless here to stato that by
" people," and governed," in this an-

nunciation, is meant communities and
bodies of men capable of organizing and
maintaining a government, not individual
members of society. The consent of the
governed refers to the will of the mass of
the community or State in its organized
form, and expressed through its legitimate
and properly constituted organs. It was

Jupon this principle the Colonists stood
before the world in effecting their

WIWI Hi III i )
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DEIVS OF HEAVEN, SHOULD HE

j separation from the mother country. It j

was upon this principle that the original
thirteen co-equ- al and States !

I l.V I .1 , , C .! .. i

loiiti-o- iuu r imrai uwnijuivi ui iin; union ; oay. l iiteu an; mo u lues that ,SUS-i- -i

17H7. It 5s lilMin Ihe Siltiie. liiiiicin!.. f Iii-ir- t in their hour .C ni.il 'ri..:... - - - L t
:hat the co-equ- al and Slates
of our Confederacy loimed their new com- - :

pact oi union.
T!ie idea that the old I'nien or any

Union between sovereign States, consis-
tently with this fundamental truth, can
be sustained by torce is jncposterous.
This, war springs from an attempt to do
this preposterous thing. Superior power ,

may compel a Lmon ot some sort, but it
would not be the Uniuii of the old Con- -
stitution or of our new. It would be that j

sort of Union that results from despot- - j

ism.
The subjugation of the people of the !

Smitli by the people of the North would
necessarily involve the d tion of the i

Constitution, and the overthrow of their i

liberties as vvt-- as ours. The men or i

party at the North, to whem you refer,";
who favor pence, m;:; bn :!: to a i

full realization of this truth hi aii its bear- -

i:Jgs, belore titeir eoorts v.ul result in i

much practical good. Any peace glow- -

i:i r out cf a union ot State,
by force w ill b.' as ruinous to them as to
US'.

The action cf the Chicago Convention,
so i.ir as its plntf.:rui of principles goes,

.n!s, :is 1 have i;t:l on another orca- -

on, ;; ray of light, which, under Provi- -

d nee, in;iy pn.ve the dawn of the day to '

lois ioi.g an t clicerless ia-!- .t ; the hrst
ray cf light I have seen v: in the North
since the war began. '1 Lis cheers the
heart, and towards it I con: 1 almost ex-

claim : "Hail, holy Light, otlsprlttg of
Heaven first born of the ekrual, - t .1

beam. May I expie-- s thee m.bl.mied.
since ( iod is light."

Indeed, I could have quite s oxe'aim- -

d. ! lir itie sao. iifctit ii.ilt v. lei
it shall Inn heaiii j; ia i .nis or b- -
lost m a iark S Ci p.--e ere its
good work bo done, d. peuds so much np' n ;

the aciiou of others who may not rt1 gara :

it and view it as I do. So at least. So
;

at best it is but ray. small and tivinu-itladd.-- n
j

lous rav. euou-i- i oclv ! the heart i

and quieken the hope, i

'I h- - prominent and i 'ti img i ft!e:t
(.or.veniion seem' to nave oeeu a (!n: tu
reach a peaceful jiistment ot ar on -
s nt and ?t!ie. the...: gh 'he

i

in "t:u :u of a C"iiv lite Hi t a , Slates.
Ihev propose to suj-'-n- hostr.iti. Vto see
vviiat can be done, it anvthurj', l.v nee-o- i

tia'.uu ot some sort. 1 his is one step m i

the riht direction. Io sueu a ( .neu
tf n of the States 1 -- hould have no ob
jection, as a peace! tn comerei.tv aa i m- -

. .,.I 1 1

of 17S7 was called and assembled.
I he properly consiitmcit autu--,ue- at i

. . . ... . .... '

Washington and ltichniont, the .luty au- -

feiierr.cies of States now at war with each
other, might give their assent to such a

j

proposition. Good might result from ;

i

it. It vtuld be an appeal u both
sides from the word to reason jus- - j

tice. All wars which do not result in j

the extinction or extermination of one
side or the other must be ended sooner or j

later by some sert ot negotiation.
i

From the discussion or u.terchange of;
views in such a Convention, tin history
as well as the tne irue nature ,t our m. !

... . 1 .i.- - e .1 .
Simmons ano me i ,ne
towards each other and towards the Fed- -

1 1 a.J 1. 1 1 Iera oc;ei, nun.'. ..u....--. .;c nun n oeiier
understood generally, than they are now;
V.nt T Kt.,..,hl favor such a nm..s;.t.. ....I v

as a peaceful conference, as the Conven- -

tion of 1787 was. I should be opposed
. 1 t!. nnesti.Mis t tc.. ... .1. ;

'I ' lJ III:
ibsolute decision of such a body.

' .
--

1 ... " 1 .. jers to consult am . crp, , n they cout.l, j.

V)wint: J i

,n,ttedor by i

sovereign States w on, it affected, before .

i shou,d b, ob.. atory or l.n.-Ung- . '

then binding only on such as should 1 atiiy
It becomes the people of the South,

well as the North. lt IK1 Ul.il-.- -

. 1 c .1 1 : .... , :as waicmui ,mu ot their ngnt as ,

their common ancestors were.
J

The maintenance ot liberty in all ages,
times nna comaues, when and where it j

has exisieti, na3 icqmrea not only con- -

SUCH an o.ue.rtl are now ;

alike and even-severe- r ordeal
our ancestors in their for
the principles which it has devolved upon
us to defend and maintain. .

But great as our EutTering and sacrifi- -

ces have len are, which you
thy are not yt tlo fuffcr- -

L--'

DISTRIBUTED ALIKE, UP:JX THE HIGH AND THE LOW. THE RICH AND

l:iiiiivl

ings and sacrifices which our fathers bote !

with patience, courage and fortitude in '

the crisis that tried men's fouls in th"ir i

.1 'I-- l. .. . 1 - .

. inuiillustrious and glorious example bids ua
not to under estimate the priceless inheri- - !

t.aice they achieved for us at such a cost j

of treasure and blood. '
J

Gm:t as are the odds we are struggling ,

niiai!;.--!, inev are not greater than those
against which they successfully struggled.
In point of reverses our condition not
to be compared to theirs. Should Mo- - !

bile Savannah, Charleston, Augusta, Ma- - j

con, Montgomery, and even Petersburg
and Richmond fail, our condition would j

not then be worse or less hopeful than J

tlieir m:s in the darkest hour that rested j

ou their fortunes.
With wisdom on the part of those who

control our desiiuy in the cabinet and in i

the field, in Iius;t:i'Iiiir and nroi; erlv :

wirl-hn- our resources at their command.
and in the he and lions
of ti.e. people in the great cause of rljiht !

:iy for which we are struggling,
we coul sinter ail tli.'-i- o iu.-.--es and ca- - i

and greater even, :uid still tri I

uno.n in the cni.
t present, however, I do see, as I !

stated in the outset, th it vouor I, or anv
number of p. in our piisitiun, can do j

anything towards inaugurating anv new i

'movement looking to a peaceful Fohitioo !

of tin pivs-.-n- t strife. The war on our !

part is fairly and entirely ief.M:si ve in its ;

eharacter. How long it will continue to j

1 thus wickedly and merciless!'.; wn-rc- l :

against us depends upon the people of the
No!'!i.

Gcori-ia- . our own Kta'p. to whom we !

owe allegi.iiav, has with great unanimity
prockii:.;ed the prinei;-Ie- up. on a

i

j irt and (i i icai: at pvace ouuht to be
sought and cUaio.-d- . The Ccimrcss cf
the lVr.:;-:-a!- States has followed wiih
an er.dorse.-u'- . :d oi :he-- e principles. AH
Vou and J, and others in teir nositioe.
therefore, ran do on that line at this time.
is to sn.-iai- u the movement a! road in- - l

augurated, and to the utmost of our
ability, to hold up these principles as the
sun-s- t hope of resferit g soundness to the
public mind of the North, as th brazen '

set - ;:t held up for the ht din-- ' of
Isia-- . 1 in the W ilderness.

l ae e ae; ai l and cr.eou. e: nt
can give il,e the 'p.'ace ft!' I v at the orth.

,..,,, r,,.;,.,.:,,!,-- , trull.. I

, ., , ,
iti i.i iiitiu it.i'i na iu un mailt in. wiai

,
.

-

g peace, with possession and enjoy- - j
i

ni'Mit oi constitutional hbertv. ith i

tliese principles once reco'mise.! the future
won Id take care or itsrlf. and there would

.1.
;

IO Wouldn't

1

Ail iiuesLions bounlaries, confedera- -
1.

:ii:i.;i nrnoiis. won at
1 easily aifitist themselves, ac- -

!

cording to the r. sts cf panics, and
exigencies oi ta-- tunes. Hereiti lies i

the true law or the balance of power and
the haimony of .Slates.

Yours respectfully, i

Ar.t.x i: 11. .S ;:vi:kns. j

- :

The ArfotMMKNr ok Ciiikk Jl'Stick i

Tanky's Sri.i; ,.;; PtsrioxKi) Asii- - j... , v. r. , .

Mr. Stanton toreseen' t ifi iipressitv ff" j
llis retirement some lime from the War
Depart.neiit, is anxious to find protection
for ,llV 'Vnch of the Supreme
Court ll! C1,,et Ju-e- . Judge Advocate
General Holt is a1st. biddinsr Inch for the" r

appointment. Among other aspirants are
Montgomery lUair, Gene- -

aiuoi:-- ' im;so arc luiiiiii.u
working of such matters that the place is........ ,. . , . ... t . .. 1 .1me uisoos.u 01 ei. t. i,as, au-- i mai ne

, ..... u ... .... ,
lit oe itppooiieo unless u su n.ui iect)iiiu.. .. . t. ... .

unavoidaute to sippo.n; ;ur. Stanton as the
only means of him out of th
Cabinet. It is doubtful, however, if the

0;ntnient uf lhe latter would be con-

nv l!lt r n on.i.Hi Uennb cans, and
particularly thrust back the aspiring
Democratic proselytes to the Ilepublican
--jart

1.....'A young man who has recently
taken a wife says he did not find it half
W hard W ?- - t mnrri-- d get furniture

stnnt anu jealousy, Put it has bv ,lie as is understood
often privations and liav0 uec:, ..ret,ti lipun bv KCpUb-sutTcrin- gs

and that people or pK.ul3 t!u5 Senate not confirm the
States ever subjected Through apnointraciit any office of

passing.
Through

and to al-- 1

lnnV,

ir

is

hmnii-.s- ,

not

which

was

26, 1864.

Got . Watls, f Alabama. j

iim view; II'ON i:i:con sriiucTiox j

THE -- IIL'ATIOX. !

In concluding his incfsage to the Leg'i6

LU",e' ,0W in t"ftlon Gmcmor M .

lii:ikes th'--' remarks: :

Since your last session, the IIoody
drama of war has been played with urf--
paralleled loss of life and destruction of i

proieity. ijv the lavor ot IJivme Provi- -
di-ne- e the victory has been for the most
p;irt with the Confederate arms. The i

serious lo-- s to th' South is the oecu- -
pation of a portion of Northwestern Geor- -
gia and the fall Atlanta. This, though
; serious bUv, is by no means irrepara- - i

ole. Instead of causing a. relaxation of ;

exertions, it should inspire with renew- -
'

e l energy and courage. A calm review
of the spring and summer campaigns gives '

the South no cause for despondency or j

dv.-pa-ir. portions i;f Texas. Lousi- -

j'pi, vt'Kiirisas anu r. est i

h ve be-.-- res; uc--d fiom the
p of neuiy. And Mi.-s.ju- ii Jo- - ,

ct.iv nans With iigl ner o a s.. i

the h'-- r f;vorite sdiis.
one our v.on;e(iera'.e authorities nave '

curneu the sword i one Jiand olive ;

branch of peace ha been carried in the !

other. The succ of the sword seems I

n'y'v V) ke the only means of sectying
peace with our foes. Or propositions to I

be let aione m the eiijuyment ot nghtc
:!! tt ders peoce, save on terms detrrndin"
t- our manhood, have been spurned bv '

Lincoln and his a.ivtscrs. The hatred '

and ranc.ir prodticcti in the; hearts of Lin
coin and iiiaek P public m
by th fai'ure of their ive.rpe.ses

- r::c Sotitn- purposes avowed to
apjii-cpriat- the prope.-f- - to subjugate

annihilate tie- - t'nimtii of the S utii
leave us alter: t; i. trt to fisht 'u
ti 'lit ever." until h'.eiiv a:-.- iriuii f-- r' nea !

'shad cro vn vv.c eiforts. i

The S;.:uth entered the contest for the
sole parpose of ihm-- , taming the right of '

nt. When th d is sceured
the war wiil cease. arrogant de- - I

me.nds of iur tncmv thus far have left u- -

no k; out the issue itt.e. tie j

sal jog, tion of a wh le le and the
'h, r ; rep rtv are demands

Kt.i --,....i: - t
l". oui aiyvvt. axves can sao- -

nut. r.,umon under the saa;e Govern- -

wi:J, ios-- w:,, rave u,uivj,-re- our ,

vm .i-- j vy i i.' t a ; i i i I utri. ovc-t- uuij i

nror-ert-

WO,lM :sr'M' W!:h 5:;t.V
oi our uai'ar.t and the i'OcS
ot ti.e war.

JPoZIlictii Citrs5 mm.
Trie ft ! h iwi n-- t- - cxtmet from

cttaor o! the ISosfr-.- i t est, ohort tima
since, belore t:. Club of wvvara
1!, in IWor.

Cole G: id to ad- -
dress the Club but fur a tew minutes upon
a single topic, and proceeded to remark
that one of the most unfortunate features
of the present cor. ion political ptir- -
ties is the course a.Iopte i by many cler- -
gym-e- those who nh.,n.Ioaed their nigh
calling as of love, peace, fur- -

giviiess, advocate slaughter and glost

enter ihe holv sanctuary as Ihe
" ,

u tm biesse.l Se.vioar who gave his ite
i to promote good will among men, and

'here invoke devastation and death ;

pon the children of that Heavenly
,

ent who created and cares tor all, is to. . . . . .
j wuue- - oi ni.uii o.eieo n a ocnign jyeiiy
I under the guise cf homage an outrage

', daring sacrilege, too, of such e xpoun lers
the gospvl oi revenge must be revolt- -

1 ;,-..- r to , tnind b..i......l ;.. -'"o - ti""t'-M, .,:... . .. ... . ..
j U1 l""1" , wane ini-i- r :uu- -

cieus protamt- - ctialenges the anger t tlie

- ... ..

- l :

!

i.reat jiaaiei mime ser- -
take in vain,

they strive to sink to level of
own wicked deeds. pu--
od.ial duties are often

and af--
left tm.W.ml ..,0.,.. .i...uiiiiOl

without I should not
even of the

were the ofPci
....... ......... t,l-,lfJl- -!l

to u caucus
such orators ctand in their

and nume.

THE, POOR.

A.

will of God "within their own
ede, thus the Great. Creator
and of the" Universe by repre

Him as having in tha
wrath of man in deadly strife of
f.lthcr against son brothcr against brother,

.;,.,,.:., p .i.,, ..reoer.ta
;uls, piven to ensure salvation. Such ii
the office of Political Should

not j.tanj before men and
rn.,J,?

The ational Delt of the Cm tod
States is about of dollars.
This enormous debt was ia

out Mr. Lincoln's negro policy.
It is at the rate of t.'tree million

of dollars, per day in Earn
cause. Mr. Lincoln fays he will not stop
the war until the slaves ere all emanci- -
pated, and if he is the present
immense daily will go on UD- -,

til wicked piriose is or
at nwn awi trie last vJosiar ura

Should he be td, what
vvi'J the National Debt be at the end

ihi? nt four- rears f Let the tax
pavers, whj must par the interest ca thii
iiigi.uui u'.r, Ri:i:e ine calculation ir

aad see how rnucn heavier
wil! the burden upon them then, tbari
it is new !

C3 A young in a elab--
or.-.t- e serir.on hich he preacceu, said
several times, The do not
agree with mo here." Next
poor woman came to see him, with some- -
thing in her apron. She said her husband
heard hia sermon, and thought it
was a very Sac one and as lie said " ths
common taters did not ngi vo with him,"

had scntLiui soma of tha very b&it
kidr.ev s.

Q3 Grtt-h- is very angjy ut the
"''vr.t that he danced with a wench 11h
vc,'Cu 15 much rigriV--

G7T Genera! Sheridan ia early life
a newsboy. He newB theu.
but m ikee. it now.

Ar? Alabama rebel when asked
whether they close there,
said, 1 should think they did.
They ke evcrv inr.n that hasn't beeai. . .

l:.ur0 tium two u.sys.

Uul. DaLtter don't believe the world
b f,....j., better, He Fays the lime may
e'.m en the lion riw i.e Iamb shall lie

xiiu-r- hot if ii ds, tire Isctb
.si-i- th- -

CS Ytu had Li tter as!, far mar.nera
m r said a flndy
::t!e;i:.i: to a beggar boy who had asked
ai::,r I asked for n I.st I thought

you inost ot. was boy m--

iK An Irishman a letter into
the post ;nee the other with the

on the corner, for
the ot all indolent into
whose hands it might fall:
hasten the delay of this."

A farmer, ho obliged
h whh a Mitch, of bacon the
killing season, being applied to as usual,
replied, I hav nuyet made up rny mind

hether I ehaJl kill this year, or
take a side of my father." ...s ii.irace vjreclev tweare with un

on fhall not
orace cut u

wero to do hi
extrcnntiea uncover- -

Two centuries ago not one in
hundred wore Fifty years ago
ii.'t a boy, in a thousand was allowed tf.

run at largo at niht. Fittv veers gj
not one girl in a thousand made u waiting
naivJ 01 her inothts. tnderliil improve- -
lent tins woiulertul u-r-

CcT A few days since.
w-- s dining with his staff at one of

our hotels. !1? tasted tins
butter, when ho

arose and saluted the plate before him.

' n.v "-"- time.- - zd. lcn. Hookers wire
' n Mc'- - Gen. IIcKker'sw". uf 3;!

Wlte l! not d"uL ,1 Gen. Hooker
Hooker Lncwr-i,:u-
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not u Cm-siis- , never was, and rvep will
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ral ; Senator Collamer, of Vermont ; j upon common decency and propriety, CiT 1 here is some talk of change in
Sj,;ciu,r v.it;11T tlf tv3 Depart- - the rebuke of all who regard th- - the insignia of the rank of military offi-upo- n

nient Allen and Howe, of Mas- - Holy Scripture- - ti.e. Laws of God. i cers,,,, as to permit a
Im Harris of New I Such con.luet seems otllnivo both to to wear a silver shield two

Y anJ M,. yK.nA ,.f Heavor and eanh ; it can atford s.uisfae- - cro s.vords in the centre of hi, "strap,
the Treasurv. It is believed, I tion only to those d::rk spirits who
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and for that of the major a gold shield
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K3" The Sun Francisco pnpers
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Wil lv,t ru'1, ivh,, hc !;,r'!4s! her nor,,t'

r whose unworthy
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Ordinary
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as
defaming

Governor
senting pleasure
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Priestcraft I

it condemned

4,000,000,000
accumulated

currying t
increasing

advancing the

expenditure
hi accomolibhed.
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xt
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minister,
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commentators

he
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s
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"
moriey,"
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day, fol-
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w occus.iona.ily
neighbor at
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