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exposed, strict construction ot the con
stitution, a sparing use of the powers of
Government, moderate expenditures and
equal laws, became the articles of a po
litical creed which preserved the Govern
ment from abuse and degeneracy, kept
the States in harmony, and secured the
growth and deve'.opeuient of a material
prosperity unexampled in the history of
nations.

The Party ok the Administration
i Its main strength lies in States which
; voted against Mr. Jefferson in 180O, a- -
' gainst Air. Adams in 1812, against An
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Polk in 1811; and it embraces that
school of opinion in this country which
has always held to extreme action by the
General (lovii iiiiKid, favoritism to par-
ticular interests, usurpation of State
powers, large public expenditures, and,
generally, to constructions of the constitu-
tion w hich favor Federal authority, nr. I

extend its pretentions. 15e.-id-.-- it is
s.etional and aggressive, the
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foreseen and denounced by Washing-To- n
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dresses v. hidi they left on record for the
instri.ctiori of their countrymen, and by
Henry Clay, in a memorable address to
th Legislature of Kentucky. That it
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ci which inevitably results from
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ch:ra:'p. r. I it the question is no longer
one of mere opinion or conjecture. I lav-
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was established by

act of Congress. This was a system of
conscription, (the word and the idea being
borrowed from the French), and was

1

ithont cxanii.le 111 the l nilcl States.
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the Clauses of the Conslitalioii above
mentioned, it put the gener.-.- l government
ia ilirtct commui.ieation with the whole

ulation of thearms-bearin- g p 1 country,
and assumed for 'he general government
exclusive and absolute control over the
whole lu'oreeiliiiii of raising troops. The
validity of this act has been questioned,
and it is one of the debatable points which
belong to the history ol the war. For
it has been argued with much force and
reason that the power ot Congress to raise
armies, although a general power is not
unlimited and that laws of conscription by
it are not "necessary and prop', r," when
the forces required cm be raised with
p rfect certainty and convenience from
the militia of the States under the pro
visions of the t- - 011-- 0. anon above cued.
lut passing this point, the inqiiirry arises,

why was tne tornier system involving
State abandoned, and a new

an.l questionable one substituted ? No
clear and adequate reason lor the meas
ure appears in the debates of the Congress
which passed 11, unless the suggestion
made by one ot its leading supporters in
the House of Representatives that it was
in hostility to "the accursed doctrine of
State rights," be accepted as such reason.
We must, therefore, conclude that it was
the policy of the authors of the law to de
prive the States of the appointment of the
officers of the troops raised, and to absorb
that power into the hands of the r edcral
administration ; that the act was a meas-

ure of the party to increase its influence
and power, to prevent the possibility of
any participation therein by the govern- -

mcnts of the States
We believe it to be certain that this

measure has entailed great expense ujon
Treasury of the United States ; that

it has created unnecessarily a large num
ber of Federal officers, distributed through

the country ; and that while it has
been no more efficient than the
which required State has

It a necessity tor raising troops bv con- - ; enough to carrv the elections of 18G4, is
scrijition be asserted, that it would follow j now the appropriate instrument of nation- - eism runs riot, and the constitution is
that the revolutionary policy of the ad- - al redemtion, and its success will be the j broken, and we arc bowed down by grief,
mini-tratio- n has claimed and disgii.-te- d j triumph of nee government and will ex- - j sorrow in all our homes, because a
the people that chilled the enthusiasm j us from the laws of destruction. j sectional faction rules the Government of
which in the earner days of the contest ! That the party of the administration is
tilled our patriot army with brave and j both visch.us and incapable has been mott

l . . . . ;willing volunteers.
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The imneccssary waste of public, re-

sources in the war ; the enormous sums
expended upon foolish and fruitless mili-

tary expeditions (sometimes badly planned
and sometimes badly executed and sup-
ported), and the other enormous sums
corruptly or unwisely expended in obtnin-in- g

supplies and materials of would,
of them-clve- s, have been su!!ivie:i: to
deeply injure the credit, and to
create fears of our future ability to bear
the pecuniary burdens creali d by the
war. And what ought to sting the minds
of ivlh oting men the consideration that
the general policy of the adi.diii.-tratio- n

been si.ch that it prolonged '.he
war by depriving us of allies and sympa-
thy in the enemy's country, and fiitteiimr
away the energy upon other subjects

besides military success.
In addition to which stand- - forth the

fact that this occasion of war been
seized upon to establish a system of gov-
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