
HOW A DRY JOKER
WAS JOKED.
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At the name of Caleb Meeks, wlr.it remin- - j

iscenscs pass before our mental vLs'on ? Old '
the

recollections come crowding upon us, and wj10

we see an array of the " sold" pass before Jamc
our mind's eye in the shape of the seekers or
of the mythical Frank M'Laughlin, the vie- -

t'tms of crotou'cil and jalap, and for the ad- - ;

ministration of which no medical reason cx- -

isted, and alo.ig line of those who have been '
CilVK

humbugged generally, witnout any specie j

species cf sell. Caleb was the prince ot ury :

jokers ; he lived, moved and had his being
through adiu,nal succession cf sells; in j

deed, his life was one great sed, composed .

cf a conglomeration of the infinitesimal sells

of liity years duration. rest
Now, Nixby Nath?n Nixby was cne of

Caleb's truest staunchest business ac-- !

quaiatances ; but he had never been intro- - I .,
dticcd int the domestic circle mad glad by j cie
the portly presence cf Mrs. Caleb, wl. was

s .mcwhat addicted t . jealousy. Ihe j tllJ
for this lack cf acquaintance was that she
lived a seclu ;ed ate. m one tiie mue j

l.-g- on I, ng IUnd, and Nt Nixby lived .

in our bald of New York. Well, one day, .

.was narapusni or an ur" ;

w hich to iniiict a practical joke, and in his
f f

dilemma he selected Nat Nixby for his vie- - j

f.ra.
The manner in which Nat was I d

not choose particularly to describe ; sullice
I

it to say that, under the play of Caleb's j

berant fancy, Nat made aj:urney to Alba- - j J
ny, and insisted that a" lady there had sent j

out
n amatory episne, wnicn ne rriutea. ,

The lady became indignant, called in the.
.vidoflier husband, who literally skinned.

. . . ....
Uutham witii a very aamt ilea in Lia ai.ri

i

ular apparatus.
!

This event happene 1 in the car'
time, and on a beautiful day ab-- . uta W(.t

after Nat's return from Albany h. m- -t !
aU

Caleb at Shcrwoods. The sell was disclosed
by Caleb, and a hearty laugh was had over
Nat's mishap, and at his still bruised fea-

tures, in which he joined ; bwt those pres-

ent noticed that he didn't langh an inch be-

low his chin ; indeed, it was g 'nerally be-

lieved that Nat's mirth was entirely simu-

lated. he

"Now old fdlow:" said Caleb, -- you
andvn't h 1.1 any malice d vi-- ."'

" Not a bit, " answered Nat, " and i:i a J

token of amity let us take a smile ar-mn-

"Which thing they did in the u.-u- al man

lier
j

"How di.l vou come t-- town axc-- l

Nat.
T drove tip in a !i J..".' replied!

i

Caleb.
"And wheu will vou return home J"
"About six ck this cvenir-- . sen.

Caleb.
Nat thereupon pleaded an engagemaut,

and left ; but as soon as he was out of eye
shot cf his joker friend, repaired to Pay's
stal-les- , ia "Warren street, where he hired a
fast horse and light vehicle, with which he
started through a by street, lo the residence
of his fii.nd Cale on Long Island.

Oil arriving, he left his hurse and wag n
nt a public house, and preceded t the
aforesaid residence, whero he irfiuirr.il f' i :

the servant if Meeks was at hoi-.e- . On be- -
. , , . ... ..
ing answtre-i- , as ne Knew ne would, m the
i:egabvc, he said : !

This is unfortunate. I w.,ntM to o,v !

- '

him some money. If I could see Mrs.
ii.....:. 11 i it cm iii r vv( i nil ii-- wi'ii r o 'n m,: mrr.

?.T- -. 1 r i .i t.,.i. i

always attentive to to her 'husband's inter- - i

ests." As the last remark fell lrom the lips ;

of Nat, a f.i e looking matron called from
. .1 i a i - l iup me si.urs, u sa.w iue gcuiieuiaa mio i

the parlor, vhere she followed in a few !
,

minutes. Nat bowvd and said :
I desire to sh? Mrs M.eks "
Very well, I am Mrs. Mceks," rephel

?ne.
" Pardon m?. midam," said Nat, with a j

d..ubtin- - Khnke of th. i w f i "i ,
matter of some importance, the payment of j

inonev ; and vo-.- i are not the lady Meeks '

introduced-tJo-
e

as his wife, last winter. !

,Not the lady? hat!" shrieked she ; :

- do ycu mean to tell mc that- -!"
I simply tell vou, madam," replied Nat

with icy imperturabiiity. that Mr. Mceks
last winter, in r.n.a lwn- - t t I

Street, introduced me to a lady whom he
called Mrs. Meeks, and you are not the la- -

;

" Iadcetl !" exclaimed Mrs. M.. her eves'flashing fire ; "how old wis she ?"' I

!" Well about twenty five."
. Twenty five: and how was she dress- - ,

monJ " :ear rings
j

Diamond ear rings ?'
j

' A heavy silk velvet dr.-- s very
fc ivj i r.ewtuas, a migmiiceni Tcatch and
chain

"We'd go on" he said spitefully.
.o:it. i . i . . . . . .eict xuit, trircncJ with mAgruh- -i

cent lace, and a mu:T
.

and b.)a." - j

,il miai. wienctiCil out the n,ivc tln.rf.n ?iu
irritate dame ; you hid better lorcyuur way j

j out.iJecf this Louse, sir, mighty quick, or !

J else somebody will have a headache ! No,

Nat. I

-- , and

and

reason

''

(

Mr.

sir, I am not Mrs, Meeks, and 1 want you 10

leave." j

certainly," said Nat, who saw the

tallest kind of a squall brewing, and
gooj reason to fear that the sturdy ,

might hatch at his head a conch fheil

Su!ue other of the lieavy ornaments winch j

:i,iornca the mantle. Nat, therefore, beat a

treat from off the premises, and placed
jr-.gcl- behind a stone fence, from which he J

command a view of the P.rooklyn

tume. He did wait long before he saw

3 at with -- all the world and the
of mankind,"

In a lncfspaccofti.no Caleb aecu v as
,

ven into the charge of a stable bov. and i

-,...:.,,,, ar.,i harrv he entered his dum- i-

aUi fc.ut tjC (tH,r The moment he en- -

t.cJ aJ1 atttntive earnvght have detected
suU11,js f a Vuiec in no way mellow or

esr,rC!.sivc ,f endearment ; and in an instant
arUr l,.jrri,!v came through the dour '

With amazc.mcnt on"his f.tee and a mop in ;

Us Uje w cnil of wLicll was lm. ;

the direct and personal superintendence
;J ,ai,y w;0 vvas VTV rt j ;n tiie fat. ail,i

vcrvstur ?v ;n the arms, and who s Ton civ
resembled Mrs. Mceks.

The battle had commenced in the passage
wav. Caleb's castor which had shown in
tlie'rays of ti.e sctt;. ... FUn as 1C drove

(wn tJ.e roaj WM vcry mucJi an,i

cfphaie . injeeJ) it "Was driven over his
a;i,ial)le r)Vs5olor!,v

. What n U out?' yelled Ca- - '

ten.
" Twenty five vears nM, shrieked the

infr.riate--1 dauie, and bang, Ca'.vb caught the
mop over his shoulders. " Corkscrew ring- - '

1'."' -- nd punk he got it in the bark, with !

tl,C ftrel1-'- h Wl5ch natWrC aad aDtr,,a!l '

given to the enraged lady.
" D n it .1 n't do that!''
Put it was no use, he had to take it.
" Diamond ear rings!' ptu.k. 'Silk vel-

vet dress,' hang. 'Gold bracelets.' whump.
" Murder!" roare! Caleb. ... ..." Vitph .ir f '.1 h " ho ti. p. .1". ! but
to k it over the head.
" Muff," ban- -, slump. " F-.i- ." bang,
! down went Caleb with a crv of niurler.
Now fell the blows thick ar.d f t upon

the bruised head, back and face of the pros
trate jxker ; while the lady again rehearsed i

the c:talcgue of the wearing apparel and
'

vt Is of the e ther Mrs, Meeks. timing the
lutcrsvice of (he name c f each article with
abl-.- upon her prtrate, writhing and i

:

biee.kng lord.
F.ut ail thin-2- must have an end. Th

violent exercise of the arms and lungs, in !

which Mrs. Me ks had indulged, had some
what exhausted her. She had twice run i

tlir-"iig- Nat's imaginary catalogue, and i

feeling h.cr strength departing, gathered her- - j

self f.r one grand and final effort. Caleb !

looked with hoirer upon the upraised mop ;
'

he heard the words, 'Oh the huzzy,' shou
ted in a vigorous t..ue : he heard a hurtling J

whizzing sur.d in the air. and in an in .

i - r u .. i.i .
bLi.Iti UiC bt !!.- - v. as as- oat is
tli3oth.f r par.s of the face. His tormentor '

retired into the mansion and left him aionoi

in his gore. Sh.wl.v, and with the most
keen sensatj n f pain , be raised bim- - elfi
;uto a s;lt!l- '- l''ro. ml with many a
groan of agovy, he proceeded to inspect his
ters..i.a'. rr.n.t ! M.-- n

" This arm's hrh O!i,. . I

this left shoulder must be dhdx-a- t e l ! C.
iLrJ' w,,at a lc- -! 1 shant c aWe to i

aW ;l rl-- 1 L"',! j. 1
:

Now, Xat with the r.vs! j le.'.sur.ibh

"""'' uau "-- - '--e.i .en.-c- ,
.

observed the whole . f the little family jar t

wt.icli i liave Irctly elcscr.l -- .i; a:i.t i. s

now st : io. king ever t:.e :.a:c at tjc i

........ v.. ..i it i.i't. i

1 t ;y' L nc"e L'i1lU- - "ut"1 !

: h:i:a ,"alfcI 115 lunitkl ;

i .i nx your T' r. ' -

B;,t Na dlJu fc Wanl L'S f5'"t llXC!' anJ
t"CIcfonf naiIe ?lls wa--

v uith a!I ceerit" ,TP :

the road. !

Sjn aftcr l',erc RrPl'arfel UI'0" tc green j

s'vs,rJ' renJe,cJ sanguinary and sacrel by i

co endearments, a lamo man. who j

w ore a shjcKiag bad hat.ana who ha.It.t -
. i

meant to shoot Nat he reckoned without his
host. That worthy, thanks to a long and
thin pair of legs, was out of cim shot rane.

r-.- V, n,at rn. i .n V.
filled the grave which he now occupies, so
well eschewed dry joking, and was always
sensitive on the subject of mopss.
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The oilj oilU h f the hind c,r . -

ihued irhUli irilL v!!:..--' r.i! !!,.... ,

.

-- Everv houpr hoiill have , r.np
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i
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