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“ti and homestead, due in ope year, and Mr. | bathed his sister’s temples and wet her lips uatil
“hwick consented, ' She revived. One low moan went quivesing
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' through her frame, as she came to consciousuess,
and that was all. She raised herself from the
lounge where she had been placed, and sat up-
right, fixiag her eyes upon William’s face with
strange intensity.

*« Camerone,” be spoke in a tender, soothing
voice, as he approached her and laid his hand
upon her forchead. *“ Lie down my darling;
you are chilled and fatigued by this horrid storm.

I did not suppose you had left Mrs. Chapelle’s
when it commenced, and thought you would stay
there to night. when you saw how severe the
storm threatened to be.  Yon must never expose
yourseif in this manper again,”

““ T have not been to Mrs. Chapelle’s ¢o night,”
said she in a voice scarcely above a whisper, yet
painlfully distinet. * Pity me William ; oh, pity
me for I am going mad. I am burning up with
the fire that blazes within my soul.””

waist with his arm, as he said—
* You are il} Camerone. Lean yonr head up-
on my shoulder, and try to forget your trouble.”

forzet. Would that I could steep my senses in
| the waters of Lethe till I had no more remem-
brance of the pas.t Dut I cannot—I cannot !*?

Aud she pressed her hauds across her brow,
shivering with emotion as she leaned heavily
against Williamn.

“You think [ am ill,” she continued; -* and
well yon may, but it is illness of mind and heart

rights.”

“ Are you sure of this Camerone 77 asked ler
brother as a doubtful shadow overswept Lis
face.

“ 1 am sure of it,”” she repeated, in a thrilling
tone. Ah my soul ! if I conld oaly doubt it, how

brain, or 1 shall die, If I cou'd go awayand be
forgotten—if I could suffer alone. I should be re
signed. but I am destined to  bring misery and
disgrace upon you all, for you all share in my
sorrow.”’ -

* Camercne you are stunned by this shock,”
said William gravely. “ Yon forget your cour-
sge, your hope, and the sublime faith in God,
that can lead you through all this darkness into
the light of day. Do not let your faculties be-
come stupefied. and your strength inactive. Ar-
onse yourself and shake off this deadly agony.”

“Oh,if Icould! IfI could—but [ cannof,
The torpor of despair is setting dowe upon me so
heavily that my life is benumbed,” and Camer-
one wrung her Lhauds in anguish.

“Is it possible that I have over estimated
vour firmness and courage, Cameronc 7' ask-
ed William in a tone that conveyed reproach.—
* Look up, and brave the evils of life like a

of sunlizht are visible yet, and you will sce them
if vou ook up.”

There was & moment of calmness and then
Camerone spoke more calmly.

& 1 will try, William, but 1 wish to ask a fa-
vor of you. It is that you will go to our pareuts
tonizht, without any delay. and tell them the
stury of my misfortune. Tell them all and crave
their pandon, if I have acted unwisely keepirg
it from themn thos long. Will youn go?”

“ Yes dearest, 1 will go; and while [ am with
them, do you remain nere, for I wish to see you

when [ return.” ‘ 3
Pressing his sister’s hand between his own Wil

parents, Mr. and Mrs. Suthwick were seated
by the cheerful blaze of a fire that had been kin
dled in the grate to warm the chilly atmesphere
of their sleepiag apartment, when a rap at the
door interrupted their conversation, and in reply
to their summons, William entesed the room.

** Ah, Wiiliam, is it you ?* said his mother,
making room for him at the fireside. * Sit down
my son ; I feared you would be lonesome with-
the society of Camerone.”’

¢ 1If she was at any other place than Mis.
Chapelie’s, I should be uneasy about Ler,” re-
marked Mr, Scuthwick. But she would not

Chapelle will insist on her remaining until morn-

ing.” .

raid William, in a husky voice.

* Returned ! echosd Mrs, Southwick in aston-
ishment. ** 1 am surprised at her imprukence;
really, William.

She stopped short as she observed the sing~lar
expression on ber son’s face, and asked—

* What is the matter 7’

* It is a long story and a strange one, bul at
Camerone’s request, [ will tell it to you,” said
Williamn. Five years ago, when Camerone was

went to New York City with Uncle Meredith, to

got up a sort of evenings entert rinment, a grand
fete ; scenes were enacted, colloquies rehearsched,
and among the rest, was the farce of the inter-
cepted wedding. In this piece Cameroue was

ters were the minister, bridesmaids, &c., and the

mony before it closed.”
“ The pupils met several times, at various pla-

ces, to rehearse their varicus parts, and, one
morning, two days before the entertainments
Camerone was not sarprised at receiving a note
from Mr. Scofield, telling her that the pariy
were going to meet to practice in an old brown
church, that stood in a remote part of the city,
and a carriage would call for her at six in the

ievening.

William sat by her side and encircling her |

“Forget, Ah! my soul, would that 1 could |

uot of body. Nelson Scofield is in Holly, and |
to morrow he is coming to see me and claim his !

loppy 1 should be. William, my brother, speak |
to me ; say something that will subdue the mor- |
al storin that is roging through my heart and |

hero, The way is not quite davk, a few gleams |

liam left the room %o seck the presence of his '

think of braving the raiu to night, and Mrs. !

¢ Father and mother Camerone has returned,” |

thirteen years of age, you well remember that she |

attend boarding school. She was there a year
when. at the close of one of the terms, the pupils

the bride,and Nelson Scofield, one of the teacher’s |
cousins, the bridegroom, and the other charac-

brides father, who was step in and arrest the cere- |
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‘“ At the appointed time she was in readipess,
| and the carriage stopped for her. But to her
surprise, ngue of her school mates wore there.—
| The only occupauts of the vehicle were Nelson
| Scofield, and the music teacher his cousin. They
| explained it, however, by telling the unsuspec-
| ting girl that Madame B. had told them that
% Camerone ueeded more practice that the rest, as
| Berpart required the most complete self posses—
! sion and ease. That she had sent Miss Scofie’d
to act as instructor, and wished the ceremony to
be performed severrl times,so that all parties
might become accustomed to it.

- ‘flw}' arrived at the old brown church, where
a penilemen awaitod them, who, Mr. Scofficld
said, was to act as minister. The driver aligh-
ted from his box, and followed them in and up
the dark aisle, Miss Scoffield bade Camerone
| remove her bonnet aud stand at the altar with
the Lridegroom. The eceremony commenced,
;wolxt on and no interruption tovk place. The
responees were all made and the clergyman pro-
nounced them man and wife. While Camerone
was pondering on the stranginess of the affair,
words fell on Ler ear, * Let us unite in prayer;’
and, almost before the confused and bewildered
girl knew what was traospiring, Nelson Scof-

field had kpelt, ana, with his arm around her

““'The storm has passad, and left me like a |
broken rose-tree, with my blossoms of peace
scattered in the Gust,”™ said she, as she laid her
Lead upon Lis shoulder ; ** but like that rose-
iree, I welcome the quiet, the puinful rest, that
follows the tempest ; and the leaves of faith ape

still green and fair in my beart.”

3

“Ah, Camerone, thine is a spirit that no grief
can crush, no misfortune change to bitterness,
though the cup of woe is uot yet drainad to the
dregs.”

There was but little sleep at Beechnut Form
th=t night, aud cach one thought anxiously of
the morrow as the hours waned. By her open
casement, Camerove lingered long, musins on
the past and the future, but there was no mur
mer of complaint in her soul. Truoly her |
strength was according to the trials of her day

CHAPTER IX !
The clock had ehimed the hour of ten on the
succeeding morning, when Camerone heard the

1

| expected spmmons at the door, and Nelson Sco

ficld entered the parlor where she was sittips

alone. Hewasa tall, dark browned man of |

| twentve-cight, with piercing restless eyes and thin
| lips, that parted to reveal teeth of such a daz- |

ling whiteness as contrasted almost painfully |

waist, drew her dowr by Lis side upon Ler knees.
*“The prayer was short, and immediately upou

its close, the clergyman handed her a sealed en- i
. velope, which she mechanically placed in her |
pocket, at the same time presenting the bride- |
groom with a similar one.

*“ As Le turned away, Mr. Scofield detained
| him for & moment, and Camerone heard the |
| word “ fee’ pronounced, then the whole truth
| broke upon her startled mind, and, with a low
moan, she tottered forward and fell fainting at
the feet of her music teacher. When she return-

ed to conscivusuess, she was in the carriage with
Mr. and Miss Scofield, on each side, trying to!

pour consul ation into her ears. They enjoined

secrecy upon her, and Nelson scoficld vowed that

ke would leave her unmolests

xl for the term of
four years, and then lLe should claim her as hi
wife.

*For some tim2 the unsophisticated nature of |
Camserone did not pesetrate Scofield’s motives
in thus bringing about a warnage by fraud and

deceit, but, at last, she found she was the repu-
ted heiress of Uncle Meredith, aud Nelson Sco-
field, a Llackleg, zambler, aad heartless liber-
tine, had married herfor the wealth she would
possess when shearrived at the age of eiglitcen. |

e %ou both observed, my dear parents, tle

marked change in Camerone after her relurn |
from New York, one year later- Thers was a

grave dignity in her character, a placid sweet- |
ness in her sorrowf{ul face, that surprised us all, |
unacquainted as we were with the nature of her
trouble ; and not nntil Iast winter did she breathe
one sylable of tLis to any one. Then, when she
fonnd that Nelson Scofield was the nephew of
Noyes Willand, she told me all, and appealed to
my love for protection should she be claimed as
the wife of that villain. He is in Holly now;
the four years have expireld and ke bas come to
reoder ber miserable. This is what lhas caused
Camerone’s return  to-night. This has nearly
detlironed her reason, and, before she will go
with him as his wedded companion, death or in-
sanity will mark her as a sure victim.”

Mrs. Southwick bowed bLer head upon her | |

hands and groaned aloud as William paused,
while Mr. Southwick sat firm and mpright in his
chasr, with frowning brow and compressed lips.
* I am goiug back to Camerone, now,” con-
tinhed william; * shall I carry to her the com-
frting assurance that in all that has transpired
her beloved parents exculpate her from all ;

wrong or blame 7

* Yes, oh, yes, William,” sobbed Mrs. South-
wick ; ““ we know that she has done right, and,
as far as earthly care extends, it shall shie'd and
{ protect her from all future evil.,”

“ And you, my father 7° said William, turp-
ing inquiringly towards Mr. Southwick.

“Tell my dear daughter that 1 will see her
soon, and that she has my warmest love and
sympathy in this great afiliction. Aud, as for
this viilain who dares to annoy her, 1 will settle
with him,” said Mr. Southwick almost fiercely,
as William turned from the room.

But he stopped upon the threshhold for Car-
rie stood before him, in her white night-robe,
| with her eyes widely dilated, and her hands

streiched out to mect his own,
¢ What is the matter, Willie? Mother is ery- |
| ing, snd Camervne is not here. Tell me—oh,
tell me quick.” And she trembled with agita-
tion.

« My dear girl, goback to your room and lie
down, returned hier brother gently. * Camerone
is down stairs, your mcther fedsa  little bad ;
perhaps her head aches; you know a  shower of
rain often makes her feel sick.”

»sAnd that is all? Are you quite sure that
there is no trouble? 1 thought the shadow was
coming again,"” said she dreawily.

+« You were mistaken, my decar. The shadow
is far enough away now, aud I will call Sabrina
to come and sit by you till yon go *o sieep, so
that you will not think of it again.,"

Mrs. Southwick now came to the door.

« Come, Carrie, my dear, and et me go with
you iuto your chamber,” said she, taking the
child’s hand with assumed cheerfulness, and
leading ber away satisfied and quieted by Wil
liam’s assurances of safety.

Carrie allowed herself to be placed in bed, and
with her mother sitting by ber pillow, seon was
wrapped in slumber.

When William returned to the dining room,
| he found Camerone still seated upon the sofaj

| her weak and trembling she was calm and com-
| posed.

! nected with you. Camercoe, and most vividly is |

| trol over me,

with his-heavy beard and elegantly surved mous- |
tache,

With an insivusting smile he held out his soft
effeminate hand as he crossed the rocm to oreet
Cawerone; but, ansing from her chair, she siimp-
iy waved him to a seat, with a graceful i-n-‘hn:;
von of her queenly head.

** Isthat your greeting after so Jong a separa- |
tion fram me. Camerone 77 he asked, in a dis- |
turbed tone of voice. !

¢¢ Mr. Scofield, you furget that we do not stand
as friends,”” rejuined Camerone, in a clear, ring.
ing voice. ““Oaly as a brief asquaintance al.
lows me, can I consent o hold any conversation
with you,whom T have never scen except in the
short period of my scbool days”

* T forget noth

ng of my past life that is cen-

the reccullection traced on my memery of a cer- |
emoby performed in an old brown church in New !
York, that places you completely in my power,”
said Mr. Scoficld, eomposediv.

* You are mistaken, Mr. Scefield. No such
fraudulent rite can place mein your power, for
I shall never acknowledge its validity.’

“ We -hall ree ' smiled he, ir mically.

** Yes, Nelson Scofi

. we ahall see,” reiterated

+ Camervne. ** You have come here today thinking

to frighten me into & recoguiticrn of that despi-
cable farce as a legal and binding

Ceremony—a

marriage in the sizht of Heaven and earth. This

| you canuot do !'—this you will mot do, for 1 know

vour motives well. You intend to wi
b £ 3" 1o

roxd estates and gold of my wealthy

which you suppose will deece nd fo me ; but you

arewionz., 1 am Bot my uncles, nor can 1 ever

erit one dullar of his princely treasure.
rtgased, oy fatker will soon
be a poor man, and I <hall have nothing f
health, truth and bhomor that Go
has <iven me. Yet, with these, T am cusi 1T,
nor will 1 ever admit that you possess any cou-

“ You are a fanatic, Camerone.  'Will youdar:
to allow yoursel f the felicity of believing wha
rsay ? Al. my gidl, you talk very well in-

. .
it ! .

deed, but 1 fear your enthesiasm has led you

depart from the truth when von de ny that you
are no heiress, In fact, I do not believe

o

when vou say it ; and, farther, I donot believe
that you will dare to contest the legality of our

marriage. You will not brave the tonsve of |
slander by daring public opinion, and allowing

your name to be brought before the world

And Ndson Scoficld stroked his moustached lip |
with L"l:.'il’:-'t.l'h- Ve

Camerone stowd erect before him,

*“ It is useless to waste words upon this sub-
sision is firm and unwavering,” =aid
she, steadily. ** I'Wave told you the ‘ruth and

wel, my de

now I would dismiss you from my pres-nce for
ever. The law may be upon your side, but
right is on mine, aund 1 <are 4o tell you that 1

| do not fear you. Oue who is mightier than wyon

o= VA3

or 1 holds the destinies of 21l in His Lizad, and
in Lis name [ dare to defy your power. He
whio tew

pers the wind o the shora lawmb is my
i

help and protection, and in Him do [ put my
trust.™

Thers was a sublime faith in these words, ut-
tered Ly the pale faced girl befure Lim, and des
pite hisanger, Nelson Scofield looked at her |
with mn indescriballe mixture of awe and incred- |
ulity.

 Very well,” said he, sfter a moment of s
lence ; ** Yon have given me a clear view of the
state of your feeling, and I will be as explicit in
revealing mine. For two months 1 shall allow |
you to remain here in peace, and if, during that |
time, you conclude to go with me & my wife.
all will be well; if not I shall take yvou away by
force, as the law will give me that richt. When
the rime has expired you may cxpect to sce e,
for 1 shall certainly come for you. [ should take
you with me now, but 1 have busiuess that de-

1

| mands my immediate attention, and czumot.

While I am gone Ar. Wiliard, wy uncle will
watch ovvr you, and see that you do not attempt
to escape ; for though T do not profess to  love
you, I am determined not to be foiled in my
plans for the future. So your destiny is as sure-
ly sealed as though you already yielded, for
nothing will turn me from my purpose. Now )
think yon will understand me.”

He had spoken rapldly and with great empha- |

sis, and now locked towards Camerose as if ex—

but, though the violence of her emotion had left A pecting an answer. Bat he was disappointed. ' pearly recovered from the isjury

“ She merely bowed, and, with a ceremonious good
morning, turned from the room,

There was a world of evil thoughts rushing
through bis mind as Nelson Scofield took his de~
parture froan Beechnut Farm and procesded to
the village of Holly. When he arrived there his
reslution was taken. The people of th: sur-

! rounding neighborhiood should be informed of

Camcron’s marriase, and tzacht to recoguize it
as legal and binding, so that she might have no
sympathy or aid from them in futare difficulty,
Poor Camerone! before night the rumor was
spreading like wild fire throngh the town, borne
on the tongue of eager scandul, that she has
been guilty of a clandestine imarriage, when a
mere scliool girl, and that Ler rich uncle had
disiz berited her on thal account, causing ber
much corrow and influcscing Ler to deny the
marriage and refuse to live with Ler husband
nOow.

In the meantime the unfortunate victim of
this falsehood was at home watching by the sick
bad of her father, who was suddenly seized with
the symptoms of a violent tever. Dr. Lawson
was summoned, and he shock bis head gravely,
when he saw the state of Lis patient, but spoke

with encouragement to ihe aflicted wife amd

zed. Day followad day, and James Southwick
raved with wili Jdelerium, while the fever burn-

| @l hotter and fiercer in his veins, No neighbors

came near the house except Ellen Chapelle, who

| with a pallid face and weary step. glided through
| the sileat rooms, ministering to the wanuts of the

invalid, or preparing refreshments for Camerone
Southwick. Fanuy Lawsoa cimy $wice,

but an attack of neuralgia prostrated her on

ber couch at bome, and every one else stood

aloof in picus hurror from the housa that shelter-
el one s1 lost to virtue and Heavean as Camerone
Scuthwick, as the most malicious gossips styled

e

ati.

Carrie went woaning through the quiet
apartwents over which she said the shadow
spread its folds, and she scemmd to have a
presentiment that so:we greater evil was yet
to ecome. It wus before the crisis had yet
passed that was to decide upon the life or
death of James Soutbwick, and while the
utmost avxiety concerning bim distressed the
winds of Mss. Southwica und Camerone,
that Carrie waudered out in the old orchard
alone. It was a pleassnt place at any sea-
sou of the year, and especially at early aute
umn, when the boaghs were weighed down
with fruit; but wow the malice of Noyes Wil-
lard bad wade it wearly desolate: and, as
Carrie sat down beveath the shade of a bare
ren pesel tree, she whispered softly to her-
self that the shadow had beeu there, too, and
left its mark.

She had been reclining under the tree for
some time. watching the faint reflectious of
the susbrams on the grass as they darted
through the leafy brauches over her head,
when shie was startled b} a l':.:-.a:.-t:-p co ‘rh’
carth neas L:.'. aund lo -ki:;.:_ up, sie beheld
Noyes Willard standing directly ia froot of
ber, with 2 gun .n his baud. asd 3 buatiog
Lelt around his waist

She sprang to ber feet with a ery that was

| lik2 the wail of a stricken bird, and streteh-

ed out her hands us is to avert his searer ap-
preack  Bat be did pot. atteixpt to come
towards her., e stwod lesniag upon bis gon
atd gaziug st ber with & peculiar smils ca
his face.
“*Carric Souikwick.” he provonnced, m a
low distinei tome. The girl stood wotionless
with ber Laud still extesded cpvealivgly
towards him, avd a ri_gi-j look settling arcund
ber ashen lips and strained eyes. Mr. Wil-
lard laughed scorafuliy, sud repeated ber
repeated Ler nume  ** You are a sweet Jit-
tle dove, bat pot quite as fair as your wother

| was befure the shadow came upon her. You
b

Lave scewn this |;-_".p :‘L;.L.u\-\'_ Lave
little one ¥ Le ssked.

““Yes, Lsecut, Jaceit?! Ou! the dask,
datk clond ! gasped Curme with difficulty.

** Yousceit eb ? cuuckled the uufeeli
maz. ** Well | aw the deep shadow, sad
have come to tuke you vnder wy arms and
Wrap you in my garments, 8o that you cua
always be with me; aod be madea move
towards hor.

Dat be was arrested by the wild scrcam of
morial agouy ibat rang out upon the still
autumiual air ; sod with a erimson  %ide  of
biood gustiug frow her white lips, Carrig
Soutbwick fell to the ground. The vext in-
staut Cameroue’s furm  confroated Noyes
Willard, aud she spoke sternly—

** Noyes Willard, begone!  You have thia

o LL.‘.'

t day cutnpitted an aet of Lounirous lfme}(’

that is solemuiy recerded agaigst you, and
for wlich you wust avswer at the last day.™

No other wurd escaped her, but she tarned
and kocit by ber sisicrs side, as the eril. man
strode away, aud tenderly chafed her oold

' whitc bauds, stiiving 1o Lilog her to oonscious-

vess. DBut vol ustil she had been carried o
ber vwa little revm did the girl open ber eyes,
aud then Camercne trembiod ar the strange
look that was ou ber face. The most violent
copvulsions imu.cdiately eosued, accowpavied
by a profuse bleeding of the lungs, and it
became soon apparcat to all that the lLfe of
the auforivuale cb ld was drawing to a close.

‘be boars of that leng avd sorrowiel day
waucd slowly away, and night bovered around

| Beechuut Faria——the saddest pights that ite

occupaite bad cverkoown, Mr Southuick’s
fever was ivercasiog rapidly, aod it sequired
the constaut prescuse of bis wife to keep pim
as quiet as jo=ible; while 1u = room not fur
distaut, Carrie lay wear the verge of death,
attended by William and Camicrowe. Tow-
ards midnight the sick girl sroused from su
unessy slubwer, and sp ke bor 8’5220 " aaaw.
(v BE CONTINUED.)

. IT"Gen. Heiutzelman, who was wounded
'io the arm st the batide of Bail Ruu, has
He will
 be assigned the command of & division in
| Virgioia.




