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The Dead.
Although but two weeks have elapsed since

Stephen A. Douglas, the once great tribune, who

for years wielded such extraordinary influence

over a large portion of his fellow countrymen, fell

before the arrow of the insatiate archer, we now
scarcely hear his name mentioned even among
Lis most attached adherents. lie should have
died hereafter. This was not the time for a pro-

per appreciation of the words which announced
his death. There have doubtless been tears and
breaking hearts for him, but only among those
who were bound to him by the holiest and ten-

dered ties that weave themselves about the hu-

man heart. At this fearful period in our coun-

try 'o history, whan the Nation shakes to its cen

tre ; when the clouds of Civil War darken the
land ; when men of every rank and condition in
life, are literally, in the language of Scripture,
' withering away through fear of that which is

to come upon them"; when the soil of the State
which is the urn of Washington has just been
drenched hy fraternal blood, the first bitter fruit
of this unnatural and fratricidal war, there is no

disposition even among those who loved Stephen
A. Douglas best, to turn aside from the contem-

plation of the impending National calamity, to
join iu demonstrations of sorrow for his death.
Dust has been committed to dust no more.
Even the voice of temperate and merited praise,
and of temperate and just censurs of the record

of bis life is hushed. The theme is tot of
sufficient importance to arrest the excitement
of the tea,-- , or to withdraw the public mind from

the discussion of the best means to conquer the
receded States.

But it will not always be thus. The public
career of Stephen A. Douglas was too potent eithei
for good or for evil to the future of his country,
to go unrecorded in the history of that country.
Still, we think it will not be until the present
generation of men shall have passed away, that
a biographer will be found to do full and impar-
tial justice to his memory. It would be a diffi-cu'- .t

matter to find a writer capable of doing so
njw. However otherwise well qualified for the
task, he ci.ld hardly fail in performing it, to be
swayed by his prejudices either for or againt his
subject. If a friend, he would be likely to pre
scut him t j the world as the perfection of stale-mauth- ip

and patriotism a second Washington,
who knew no motive save an ardent desire to
promote the happiness and glory of his country,
and totally uninfluenced by the feelings of self-
ishness and ambition ; while :i political enemy
wo'd describe him as a selfish, and designing dem-

agogue, endowed by nature with extraordinary
abilities, which. he used to promote his own ag-

grandizement, and who worshipped no God but
ambition. Fi r it was in this or in that light that
his fellow-countryme- have for years regarded
him. To one portion he was a statesman worthy
of the highest encomiums language could bestow
on lofty genius, unsullied probity of character,
and unselfish patriotism. To the other portion
be was a selfish, time serving demagogue, to be
feared the more because an intellectual giant.
To them the Pott's description of a comet, seemed
graphic and truthful when applied to him,

"A pathless wanderer and a corse.
The menace of the universe ;

Still rolling on with innate force,
Without a sphere without a course.
A bright deformity on high.
The monster of the upper sky."

In reviewing the history of this remarkable
man, that which strikes us as most astonishing is,
the extraordinary influence he wielded over hi
immediate party friends,especially during the lat-

ter portion of his career. He appeared to be the
founder of a well defined and organized political
tect, and Lis followers seemed more than friends

they were in truth his devoted followers and
disciples. It is said that when a new doctrine
was promulgated by Socrates, it was at once ac-

cepted, without further consideration or exami-
nation as truth by his pupils. It was sufficient
fur them to know that " the Master said so."
And so it was in a great measure with a Senator
Ponglaf. His devoted adherents appeared dis-

posed to at once accept as trut whatever be ut-
tered, and to sustain him in 'whatever position
he afsumed.

1 his ,tr:ior..Iir.arv infl'iftace. although aston

ishing at first view, is easilv accounted for. It ia - ' -
was the result of that secret magnetic charm (if
we may so style it) which has in all ages enabled

exalted Intellects to control inferior minds ; the
gift of heaven to genius, lien endowed with it,
have appeared in all ages of the world, and have

never failed in being potent either for good or

evil, in the sphere in which they moved. Such

men are made for leaders, and cannot become

followers it is contrary to their natures to stoop

to play a secondary part. When their career is

ended they do not gradually disappear from our
gaze, but fall at once " like a bright exhalation
in the evening," and mankind behold them with
fear or homage no more. Bulwer in discussing
this snbject, has truly said.that "there is a certain
charm about great superiority of intellect, that
winds into deep afl'ections, which a much more

constant, and even amiability of manners in

lesser men, often fails to reach. Genius makes
many enemies, but it makes sure friends friends

who forgive much, who endure long, who exact

little; they partake of the character of disciples
as well as friends. There lingers about the hu-

man heart a strong propensity to look upward

to revere. In this inclination lies the source of
religion, of loyalty and al.--o of the woiship and
immortality, which are reudered so cheerfully to
the great of eld. And in truth, it is a divine
pleasure to admire ! Admiration seems to ap-

propriate to ourselves, the qualities it honors in

others. We wed we root ourselves to the na-

tures we so love to contemplate, and their life

grows a part of our own. Yes ! it is this love, so

rare, so exalted and so denied to ordinary men,
which is the especial privilege of greatness, whe-

ther that greatness be shown in wisdora or en

terprise, or even till the world learns better, in

the more daring and lofty order of crime." It
was this love of genius, this inclination of the

human heart to ' look upward to revere" which

enabled Senator Douglas to rule the hearts and

ruin Js of his followers with almost despotic sway.

Deprived of them, notwithstanding his extraor-

dinary intellectual endowments, he would have

been almost utterly poweiless either for good or
pvil.

The beginning of Senator Douglas' career as a

public man, was decidedly auspicious, and plain

ly foreshadowed the brilliant career the future
had in store for him. . Circumstances which to
many would have been misfortunes and disad-

vantages were to him real blessings. Although

the poverty of his relations deprived hi ja of the
means of obtaining a classical education, it prob-

ably saved him from the blighting effects of that
system of hot house culture, which is too com-

mon in our colleges and " seats of learning."
The education which he received was practica',
and thorough, as far as it extended, and amply
sufficient to enable him to act well his part as
an American citizen. lie commenced his career
in the great West, without money, patrons or
friends, and consequently was compelled to rely
on bis own resources. With no patron to thrust
him forward aDd induce others to believe that
he was eloquent when bombastic, and logi-

cal when prating nonsense, when praise was be-

stowed he felt that .t was merited,and soon learnt
to be self-relia- nt and to properly estimate his
intellectual powers. The growth of his intellect
was consequently gradual, vigorous and healthy,
and when matured, strong.niassive and splendid.
Thus prepared for the great battle of life he at
once like a second Napoleon, ' rushed into the
arena where wealth, power and genius had ar- -

rayed themselves, and competition fled before
him as from the glance of destiny." His success
from the very first was astonishing. At tho
eariy age of '2'2 yeais he was elevated to the im-

portant office of Attorney-Gener- al of the State of
Illinois, and so well did he sustaia himself in this
position, that he was soon selected to fill other
responsible State offices, the ruTiraportant of
which was that of Supreme Judge. In 1843 he
took his seat in Congress, as a member of that
body. Be soon attracted attention in this, to
him, new field of action, and proved himself able
to cope in debate with the ablest and most expe-
rienced members of the House. In 1847 he t ok
his seat as a member of the United States Senate,
of which body he continued to be a member up
to the time of his deatn. He had now reached a
position calculated to gratify his ambition, and to
afford him an opportunity to display his great
abilities as a statesman and debater, to the best
advantage. His success thus far as a public man.
had been both brilliant and raj id. His career
in the Bouse of Representatives ha 1 been such
as to place him in the front rank of American
statesmen ; in the Senate he was destined to
soon soar to a height of intellectual superiority,
which will not likely soon bo surpassed, or even
eq lalled. During the session of 1848, he offered
an amendment to the bill for organizing the ter-
ritory of Oregon, extending tin; Missouri Com-

promise line to the Pacific Ocean, and supported
it in the debate which followed, with his usual
eloquence and ability. It passed the Senate, but
was t?efeated in the House. Nearly all the dem-

ocratic members of both branches of Congress
voted for it, while the free soilers and abolition-
ists to a man voted against it. Thus it was ab-
olition and free-soi- l votes which rejected the Mis-
souri Compromise, as a final settlement of the
vexed question of slavery in the territories, and
opened afresh the controversy of 1820, of which
Thomas Jefferson said, that it awoke him like a
fire bell in the eight, and rilled him with terror.
It is thus of recoid that the Missouri Compro-
mise was ignored and rejected as a Compro-
mise by the abolitionists and their allies, a fact
of which Senator Douglas made use with telling
effect against his opponents, in the debate on the
Kansas-Nebrask- a Act. The Missouri Compro-
mise line having been rejected by the opposition .
the democratic party at once adopted the doc-
trine of Popular Sovereignty in the territories,
which had been first promulgated by General
Cass in the celebrated Nicholson letter, as a dis-
tinct principle of its creed, and Senator Douglas
immediately Wamc one of its ablest and most
enthusiastic advocates.

But few of our readers we presume have for
gotten the memorable contest in Congress during
the session of 1850. which secured the passage of
the series of measures known as the Compromise
ot that year, and which embodied the doctrine
of TopuUr Sovereignty. There were giants in
those days" Such men as Clay, Webster and
Cass, the illustrious trio of statesmen who had so
olttn
"Shook the Nation through their lips and blazl

i Till vanq-jinhe- d Senates trembled as tby prais'd,'

to tbaje measure and lead in debate. But
although surrounded by such extraordinary men
and apparently acknowledging their right to the
leadership, Senator Douglas acted neither an ob-

scure nor secondary part. lie received, and justly
too,a full share of the credit cf being one of those
who were instrumental in procuring the pas
sage of the Compromise measures, and also as a
matter of course came in for a liberal share of the
odium, which in certain quarters, was visited on
the beads of those who had supported those mea-
sures. The fugitive slave law, one of the series,
was especially unpopular iu Illinois, Mr. Doug-
las' State, and on his return to Chicago, be found
that a mass meeting was theu actually being
held, for the purpose of denouncing him as re-

creant to bis State and the cause of humanity, in
voting for that measure. He immediately enter-
ed the meeting, and in a speech of extraordinary
eloquence and power, vindicated bis course dur-
ing the session, particularly his vote in favor of
the fugitive slave law. The reaction produced
in the minds of those present by his speech, was
truly extraordinary. The storm of populir ex
citrnccut and indignation was at once hushed to
rest, and instead of denouncing him, resolutions
endcrsing hia course were unanimously adopted
by the meeting. As a triumph of eloquence and
reason over the passions and prejudices of the
multitude, this probably has but row parallels iu
the history of the world.

About this time. Senator Douglas began to
attract public attention in every portion of the
country, as a prominent leader of the democracy
and candidate for the Presidency. He had re-

ceived a. respectable vote in the democratic Na-

tional Convention of 1848 for the Presidential
nomination, but it is not likely he expected to
be nominated on that occasion, or experienced
anything like the emotions of disappointment at
the success of General Cass. But he now deter
mined to make a bold effort to secure the nomi-

nation from the Convention cf 1852. and the
other prominent aspirants Buchanan and Cass

were soon compelled to recognize him as a tru-

ly formidable rival. His friends, f.r the purpose
of arousing a storm of popular enthusiasm in his
favor, styled themselves the ' Ycung America''
wing of the democracy, and put him forth as the
representative of their progrcssirc principles;
while to his rivals, Buchanan and Cass, and their
adherents, they applied the by no means high
sounding title of " Old Fogys." Several highly
scurrilous articles, abusive of "Fogys and Fogy
dom," appeared about this time in the " Demo-

cratic Review," the recognized organ of the
Young America democracy, which seriously in-

jured the cause they were intended to l'enefit.
All this savored very much of demagogue ism,
and Senator Douglas was iu a great measure held
responsible for it by his opponents whether
justly or unjustly it is not our province to deter-
mine. It is highly probable that he at least
sanctioned the movement, for certainly a word
from him to his followers would have prevent-
ed it.

The result of the proceedings t-- f the democratic
Natioual Convention of 1802, is now a matter of
history. After several days spent in unsuccess-
ful ballot ings for a candidate for the Presidency,
all the prominent aspirants were abandoned, and
Gen. Franklin P.ercc, "a new man." nominated.
Senator Douglas cheerfully ratified the action of
the Co nvention, and during the campaign took
an active pait in support of Pierce and King, its
nominees. They were e lected by an overwhelm-
ing majority ef the electoral and r vote.
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Our Position. I

At the commencement of the present civil
war. we promptly announced our endorsement
of the eourse President had pursued
up to that and oar determination to sus-

tain bim in all constitutional efforts be
in endeavoring to save the and

put down the Southern rebellion We feh
that the time for conciliation and compromise
bad goneby, and that civil war was a calamity
which could no be by the Gov-

ernment, acknowledging its inability
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sionally wc got into an
you description of our journey and
of living. No'hing of importance occurred
after leaving Wilmore station we arrived
Pittsburgh dry and hungry and immediately
left for Camp Wright. It was two o'clock

reached Hulton station. The Camp
is but a distance tbe station and
delightfully surrounded by
mountains and having tho Allegheny
and at a convenient distance.
resting a time at the station, we were
marched into and put to pitching tents
for tbe of our Company."
The worked faithfully, though
nothing to eat except a few from the

left Ebensburg 7 o'clock. P.
M. Our rations are excellent and plenty of

we have a regular cook in onr Com-
pany, who has followed business for
the last two or The men are

need of blankets, being yet
by the 1 'ine boards the place
of mattresses and a few extra tents are used
for coverlids.

A occurred at Hultoi station on
Thursday evening last some of the Erie

a charge on a lager tearing
the and handling the proprietors

in a very promiscuous In less
minutes two thousand men bad

congregated in the vicinity ot the The
guatd bad to be oat Capt. Allen,

of tbe guard, brought all bis skill to bear
to a that migjt resulted
eeriously several of the men a bayo-
net apiece before be quieted.

are now about thousand men in
companies are arriving daily. Dr.

D. W. visited our quarters yesterday
the men were all glad to seo nothing

us pleasure a our
friends and acquaintances.

praise is due to our officers and es-

pecially to Capt.Litzinger he neither
or moans to the men comfortable

He a favorite of the company, and
the men are proud to call him Captain. I
must now cloe, as received orders
to move our tents together. S.
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GREAT REELLION

Affray at Great Ilelhcl.

Baltimore' 11.
The steamer from Old Comfort has

arrived with the following! ntclligende
at Fortress Monroe, last evening :

This has been an exciting and sorrowful
day at Old Comfort. Gen- - Butler hav-

ing learned that the were forming an
entrenched with strong batteries, at

Bethel, nine from Hampton, on
the Yorktown he deemed it necessary
to dislodge them. Accordioly movements
were last night from Fortress Monroe
an Newport

About midnight. Col. Paryeas Zouaves
and Col. Townsnd's Albany Regiment crowed
the river at Hampton, by tneaus of six large
battaux, maned by the brigade, and
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