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A vigorous prosecution of the War,the best means
to sccure a speedy and

HONORABL

WALNUT COLONNADE,

CHEAP FASHIONABLE

CLOTHING EMPORIUM,

TAMES L. ZABRSWAW,
0. 42, Front streut, dircctly opposite the
Bridge, and three doors below Black's Hotel,

COLUMBAIA, PENNA,,

Would respectiully eall the attention of the public
to his stock of Faslkionable and Cheap Clothing,
which exceeds in cxtent, clegance, and variety,
any litherto opened in this vicinity, and which he
pledges himself to sell at prices lower than even he
Tins before offered.  Just look at the prices:

THE FOUNTAIN OF YOUTH.

Ye who would save your features florid
Lithe limbn, bright eyes, unwrinkled forehe=ad,
From age’s devasiation hornd,
Adept this plan—
*Twill niake, inclimates cold or torrid,
A bale vld man :—

Avold In yourh luxuriousdiet;
Restrain the passions’ lawless riot 3
Devoted to domestic quiet, _
Be wisely gay ;
Bo shall ye, apite of age’s fiat,
Resist decay.

Beek not in mammon’s worship, plessure,

But find your richiest, deurest treasure

In books, friends, music_ polizshed leisure ;
Let miind, not sense,

Make the sole scale by whichh ye measurs
Your opuleuce ¢

This is the solace—1this the sclence—

Life’s purest, sweetest, best upplisnce,

That disappoinis not man’s reliiuce,
Whate'er bie state ;.

But chatlenges, with calm defiznce,
Tiwe, fortune, fite,

o

From Littell’s Living Age.

CONQUEST OF PERU.

History of the Congquest of Peru, with a Prelimi.
nary View of the Civiization of the Incas.

The historian of the Conquest of Mexico worth-
ily completes that labor with a History of the Con.
quest of Peru. It is very ably c¢xecuted. Though
the materials arc less brilliant than those of the
struggle and adventure of Cortez, we derive from
the present work a higher impi casion of the writer's
powers. The style is less forced. The subject is
os thoroughly grasped, with an casier treatment,

It is not a paradux to say that Mr. Prescott's
partial blindness, unassumingly deseribed in the
preface to the present work, enables him, in an
historical sense, to sce with greater depth and ac-
curacy. IHe hasto weigh all his uuthority with a
thoughtful intentness; nothing is rejested (ns with

Gentlemen's Fine Cloth Dress
Coats, from .85.00 toS10.00
Gentlemen’s  Fine Cloth Trock
Coats, from 4.00 to 10.00
Gentlemen's Fine Cloth Sacks
and Coatces, from 2.50 to 5.00
Gentlemen's Fine Cloth and Cas-
eimere Pants, from 200 to 4.00
Satinand Silk Velvet Vests, Plain
and Fancy, being the only kind
of this quality for sale in this
plece, fromn 2.50 to 4.00
Roundabounts and Pea Jackets, 1.00 to 3.00
Shirts, plain and fancy, 374 t0 150
Satinet Puntaloons, 150 to 3.00
Gentlemen’s Cotton Hnlf-hose, 61 to 183
" Silk Handkerehiefs, 374 t0  1.00
i Colton do 61 to 124
Cravats,a new article, 3740  1.00
Suspenders, - 6} to 37
Unmibrellas, 311t 1.50
Leather and Hair Trunks, 30 to 1.00
Travelling Bags und Valices, 1.00 to 2.50
Ladies* 'Travelling Bags, a beauti-
ful article, 2.00 to 2.50

A Large Assortment of Fine and Medium Cloaks.

ALSO—A large assortment of

BOYS” CLOTHING,

Bach as Pants, Vests, Roundabouts, and Shirts, and,
in short, every article of apparel required by the
gentleman, the mechanic or the laborer, with a va-
riety of fancy goods, calculated to tickle the taste
and sccare the patronage of all classes and condi.

tions of men.

My thanks are due, and I kereby tender them to
tho world of my patrons, for former favors, and I
am determined to prove the sincenity of my grati.
tude, by untiring cfforts to furnish a Fashionablc
Wardrobe to every putron of the Colonade Hall of
Fashiong, as cheap us the sheapest, and as good as

tho besf.

REMEMBER THE 3 BIG DOORS,

the place to buy clieap Clothing, No. 42, Front
Street, Columbia, Pa., directly opposite the Dridge,

and three doors below Black’s Hotel.

For forther particulars, enquire of the Captain on
JAMES L. PRETSMAN.

board.
Columbia, Oct. 9th, 1847.

N. B. Abranch of the aliove establishment, where
all the articles chumerated, and at the same prices,
may be obtained, has been opened in No. 4, Shrei-

ner’s Walnut Front.

NEW FALL GOODS.

VHE subscribers have just received their supply
’_1 Full and Winter, Forcign and Domestic Dry
Goods, to which they invite the attention of their

friends and the public gencrally.

CLOTH , CASSIMERES, &c.

*Their stock consists of superior French, and

English Black, Blue, Brown, Mixed, and Olive |
Cloths; plain and Faney Cassimers, Sattinets, |
Tweeds, Jeans; Velvet and other Vestings.,

Gtv de Rhine, Swiss and Mattcona Diese Silks.

ALPACAS.—Pluin, Pliid, and Striped, at 18,
95, 31, 37, 50 cts, &c.  English, German, and
French Merinoes ; Plain Paris Cashmeres and De
Laines, Luma and Tarter Plaids.

French, Earlston and Manchester Ginglmm.s;
Prints of cvery style and price; Plain and Plaid |
Linreys; Tuper Guuze and other White and color- |
ed Flannels. !

SHIRTINGS.—Three quarters, four quarters, |
five quarters, six quarters and ten quarlers Bleached
and Brown Shectings, Blankets, Tickings, Checks,
Docshins, &c. L .

A splendid assortment of Tnmm:ngs, ‘Glmps,
Silk and Cotton Fringes; Thread, y:r.lnrnfx and
Bobbin Edgings wnd Insertings; Lisle, Victoria
and Brussels Lace, Collerettes, Gloves, Hosiery, &e.

&RBEZAIZS, .

Loaf, Pulverised, Crushed, Havanna and Brown
Sugars; Syrup, L. H. N. O. Molasses; Honey 3
Rio, Lagoayra und Java Coffees ; :md.thve superior
Tens of the Canton Tea Company of New York.
Oils, Fish, &c. ALSO:

China, Glass & Queensware.

0T All ot which will be sold as LOW as the
LOWEST, for cash or produce.

Thankful for the liberal share of patronage
heretofore received, they will by strict atiention to
business endeavor to, merit a continuance of the
public's favor. J. D. & 3. WRIGHT.

Columbia, Sept. 1847.—tf.

Stoves, Stoves.

HE subscribers have constan'ly on hand a
T full assortment of Wood.Coal, and Cooking
Sloves of every size and descrintion, Cannon
Stores. Also, Headenburg's Patent

AIR-TIGHT PARLOR STOVES,
which has given full salisfaction in all crses.
The public are invited torall and exam'ne for

7 dware Store of
thempetyen . the Har T MPLE & uEss.

FRESH assortment of all kinds of the best

the best inquirers occurs too often) on a cursory
und imperfect glance; all has to be cousidered with
impartial care; his matcrials stored in the mind
before the pen is taken in hand, have time to assimi.
late with his habits of thuught and most natural
mudes of expression ; and the result, in the present
as in former instances, is cxhibited in historical
writing of a very ligh order. Mr. Prescott avows
himsclf a disciple of the Barnate school of history.
He would place his readers amid the vivid realitics
of the scenes and times of which he writes; but
witlhrthe means of eritical judgment as well as of
clear pereeption.  And for the most part he suc.
cceds in this. Excellent are his descriptions of
events,and in the discriminalion of results he is

gencerally just and fair.
The history before us is constructed like its pre-

decessor, Innnintroductory book the native insti-
tutions of the Incas, as they existed before the fierce
and bloody inroade of Pizarro, are elaborately por.
trayed; and the remaining boaks nee occapied with
the narative of the conquest, and of the desperate
feuds of the conquerors,  For the conquest of Peru
differs from that of Mexico in the singular impor.
tanco ol the events which intervened before the final
settlement of the country. Less thun ten years
were cmployed in the victory, and upwards of
twenty in taming the victars. Mr. Prescott has
vividly sct before us these rude, ficrce broils, omit-
ting no finer trait with which his Spanish heroes
may scantily have redeemed their ferocity, their

bigotry, or their barbarous rapacity,
The condition of a country at the period of its

subjugation must always in some sort determine
the moral justice of the conquest and the character
and motives of the conquerora. So considered, we
know nothing in history so striking as the differ-
cnee wlhich presents itself, in estimating the propor.
tivns of glory and of shame to be awarded to Spain,
in respeet of her rapid conquest of the two remark-
able nations which had begun the work of civiliza-
tion on the great weslern continent.
little rcason to suppose that the Mexicans and Pe.
ruvians were cven conscious of cach nther'’s exis-
tence ; yet were Lhey both, almest simultancoasly,
pursuing o carcer of conquest over barbarous races,
one in the north and the other in the svuth, with
results (in respect of the conquered) in many re-
spects strikingly similar, thouglh by mecans—and
with effects upon themsclves—directly opposcd.—
At the time when Spain stepped in upon the scene,
the contrasts of character and civilization in Mexi-
co and in Peru were ns those of darkness and of
light.  And here we find the rource of the satisfac.
tion with which we cannot but contemplate, with
all its drawbacks, the career of Corlez; and of the
ahame and sorrow with which, nutwithstanding
much that redcemed them, we peruse the achicve-

ments of Pizarro,
Mr. Prescott’s malterials have been more abun.

dant for description of the condition of the incas,
than he posressed in describing that of the Aztecs,
and there is nothing more interesting in the present
book thun thesc introductory chapters. They
paint a pictare of Peruvian civilization which in.
deed isstartling. We may compare it, too, in its
origin and growth, by Mr. Prescott’s help, with
that of the Mexican, We may observe, in war, the
exterminating system of the Aztecs, side by side
with the more prudent policy of amalgamation pur.
sucd by the incas. We may contrast the grinding
fear with which the Mexicans held down the infe-
rior race, and were weakened by it; with the pa.
rental Jove by which the Peruvians raised it up,and
received strength from its adhesion. In religion, in
agriculture, in all the larger detailsof government,
the samie marked superiority exists. In what may
be termed the more learncd arts, un the other hand ;
in astronomy, in thc means of communicating
thought, and even in the minute mechanical arts;

There seems

‘ tho Mexican appears to have excclicd the Peru.

vian. Why this should have been, would apen a
dificalt question. The broad types of civilization
which occur {p pursuing Uic comparison are evi.
dently those of the Ta.i-7 and the Persian. Mr.
Prescolt finds resemtlances to the the Chinese, the
Hindostanee, and the Egyptian, in his description
of the Azices; but their government would seem
1o have been at once the most patriarchal and most
absolute that ever existed in the world. It wasa

] spices just received at
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thocracy more eJective than that of the Jews; a

despotism more polent than that of Catholic Rome.
Individual rights had no cxistence init. In aland
where munufucturcs and agriculture had made
large advances, where even social refincments cx-
ercised singular influence, where public. woiks
were carried to an extunt unprecedented—money
did not exist; property scems to have been un-
known; and, unless by express sanction aad aid of
the guvernment, the exercise ofany craft or labor,
the indulgence of any amusement, a change of
residence or of dress, even the selcction of a wife,
were probibited to the Peruvian, Government
pervaded and overlooked all. The monarch hud the
authority of divinity ; only less divine, and witha
power which supported yet never controlled his
own, were the ¢lass of hereditary nobles; and to
these, in their anited sway, there was absolute and
unconditional submission. It is impossible to uc-
count for the moral and physical condition of u
people appareatly so enslaved—as that condition
was discerned at the period of their conquest—ex-
cept by the supposition of a most gentle, careful,
and patriarchal administration of these powers.—
We must assume it to bave been so, to a most ex-
traordinary degree. The people were governed as
by alaving but cxacling father.

A native of that same New World on which the
experiment was tried, and from which it has passed
without leaving a trace or vestige, now writes its
strange history ; doubtful, it may be, if the very
opposite experinient which has followed, and is
now in actual progress, will have a better or more
endusing fate!

“Itis not casy to comprehend the genios and the
full import of institutions so opposite to those.of o
frec republic, where every man, however humble
his condition, muy aspire to the highest Lonors of
the state—muay sclect his own carcer, and carve
out hisfortunc in his own way; where the light of
knowledge, instead of being concentrated on a
chosen feiw, is shed abroad like the light of day,
and suffered to fall equally on the poor and the
rich ; where the collision of man with man wakens
a gencrous cmulation that calls out latent tnlentand
tasks the cnergies to the ntmost ; where a conscious-
ness of independence gives fecling of sclf-rcliance
unknown to the timid subjects of a despotism
where, in short, the government is made for man—
not as in Peru, where the man seemed to be made
only for the government. The New World is the
theatre on which these two political aystems, so
opposite in their character, have been carried into
operation. The empire of the incas hus pusscd
away and left no trace. The other great experi.
ment is still going on—the experiment which is to
solve the problem, so long contested in the Qld
World, of the eapacity of man fur sclf.government,
Alas for humanity, if it should fail!

* » L3 L » » " »

“Wemust not judge too hurdly of the unfortn.
nate native,because e quailed before Lthe eiviliza.
tionof the Furopean. We must not be inscnsible
to the really great results that were achicved by
the government of the incas.  We must not forget,
that under their rule, the meancst of the people en-
joycd a far greater degrec of personal comfort, at
Icast a grcater exemption from physical suffering,
than was possessed by similar classes in other
nations on the American continznt—greater, proba-
bly, than was p d by these c! in most of
the countries of fcudal Europe. Under their seeptre
the higher orders of the state had made advances
in many of the arts that belong to a cultivated com-
munity. The foundations of a regular government
were laid, which in an age of rapine secured to its
cubjects the inestimabile blessings of tranquility and
safety, By the well sustained policy of the incas,
the rude tribes of the forest were gradually drawn
from their fustnesses, and gathered within the fulds
of civilization; and of these materials was con.
structed a flourishing and populous empire, such as
was to be found in na other quarter of the Ameri.

cun continent.”
The extraordinary union of the despot and patri-

arch in the characler of the inea, will be noted in
this curions extract:

« The sovcrcign was placed at an immeasurable
distance abovo hia subjccts.  Even the proudest of
the inca nolility, cluiming a descent from the same
divine original as himsclf, eonld not venture into
the royal presence, unless barefout, and bearing n
light burden on his shoulders in token of homage.
As the representative of the sun, he stood at the
head of the priesthood, and presided at the mo=t
important of the religious festivals, He raised
armics, and usually commanded them in person.
Hc imposed taxes, made laws, and provided for
their exccution by the appointment of judges,
whom he rcmoved at pleasure. He was the sonrce
from which everything flowed—all dignity, all
power, all emolument, Kle was, in short, in the
well-known phrase of the Eurnopean despot, * him-
sclf the state.

“The inca asserted his claims as a superior be,
ing by assuming s pomp in his manner of living,
well ealculaled to impone on his people.  His dress
was of the finest wool of the vicuna, richly dyed,
and ornamented with a profusion of gold and pre-
cious stones, Round his head was wreathed a
turban of many-colored folds, called lautu ; anda
tasselled fringe, like that worn by the prince, but of
a scarlet color, with two feathers of a rare and cur-
rious bird, called the caraquengue, plsced upright
in it, were the distinguishing insignia of royaity.
The birds from which these feathers were obtained
were found in a desert country among thc moun.
tains; ang it was death to destroy or tu take them,
as they were rescrved for the exclusive purpose of
supplying the royal head-gear. Every succeeding
monarch was provided with s new pair of these
plumes, and his credulous subjects fondly belicved
that only two individuals of the species had ever
existed to farnish the simple ornament for the dia-
dem of the incas.

« Although the Peruvian monarch was raiscd so

far above the highest of his subjects, he conde-

ded to mingle lly with them,and took
great paina personally to inspeet the condition of
the humbler classes. Ilc presided at some of the
religious celcbrations, and on these occasions enter-
tained the great nobles at hie table, when lc com.
plinented them, after the fashion of more civilized
nalions, by drinking the health of those whom he
most delighted to honor,

“ Bat the most cffectmal means taken by the
incas for communicating with their people, were
their progresscs through the cmpire. These were
conducted, at intervals of several years, with great
stute and magnificence. The scdan, or litter, in
whicli they travelled, richly emblazoned with gold
and emeralds, was guarded by a numerous escort.
The men who borc it on their shoulders were pro-
vided by two c'ltes; especially appointed for the
purpose, It was a post to be coveted by no one,
if, as is asserted, a full was punished with death,
They travelled with easc and expedition, halting at
the tabos, or inns, crecled by government along
the route, and oceasionally at the royal palacus,
which in the great towns afforded ample accommo-
dations to the wholc of the monarch’s retinue. The
noble roads which traversed the table-land were
lined with people, who swept away the stones and
atubble from their surface, strewing them with
sweet secented flowers, and vying with each other
in carrying forward the baggage from one village
to another. The monarch halted from tinie to time
to listen to the greviances of his subjcets, or to settlo
some points which had been referred to his deeision
by the regular tribunals.  As the princely train
wound ils way along the mountain passcs, cvery
place was thronged with spectators eager to catch
a glimpse of their sovercign; and, when he raised
the curtain of hia litter, and showed himse!f to their
eyes, the air was rent with acclamations as they
invoked blewsinga on his head. Tradnion long
commemorated the spots at which le halted, and
the simple pcople of the country held them in rev-
erence as places conscerated by the presence of un
inca.”

Thus to make an object of unrestrained affection
out of what would scem an imoge of the most re-
pulsive tyranny, is something of the same process
which we note in their wonderful cultivation of a
cheerlees soil.  Outof a desert they made a para.
dise. Canals and aqueducts, nobly executed, for-
tilized the sterile ground ; hills, too precipitous and
stony tobe tilled, were cut and hewn into terrzces,
and covered decp with carth that the husbandman
might not toil in vuin; cverywherc richness re-
placed barrenness; and as little amid the everlast-
ing winter on the heights of the Cordilleras, as in
the freshness of perpetual spring on the table-Jands
helow, do this extraordinary people scem to have
spared their patientond discriminating labor, We
take Mr. Preseott's account of their great roads
and pnsts.  Even their wonderful proficiency in
architecture yields to the interest of these :

“The most considerable were the two which ex.
tended from Quito to Cuzco, and again diverging
from the capital, continued in a routhern direction
toward Chili.

“One of these roads passed over the grand pla.
teau, and the other along thelowlands on the bor.
dera of Lhe acean. The former was much the more
difficult achicvement, from the character of the coun.
try. Tt was conducted over pathless sierras buried
in snow; galleries were cut four lengues through
the living rocks; rivers were crossed by means of
bridges that swung suspended in the air; preci.
pices were scaled by stairways hewn out of the na-
tive beds; ravines of hideous depth were filled vp
«ith solid maronry ; in ehort,all the difficultics that
beset 2 wild and mountainous region, and which
might appal the most courageous engincer of mod-
crn times, were encountered and successfully over-
come. Thelength of the road, of which scattered
trugments only remain, is variously estimated from
fifteen hundred to two thousand miles; and stone
pillars, in the manner of Europcun milestones, were
erected at stated intervals of somewhat mure than
a lengue all along the route.  Tts breadth scarcely
exceeded twenty feet, Tt was built of heavy flags
of {recstonc, and in rome parts, at least, covered
with a biturninous coment, which time has made
harder than the stone itaelf. In some places where
the ravines had been filled up with masonry, the
mountain torrents wearing on it for ages, have
gradually eaten away through the base, and left
the superincumbent m ich is the ion of
the materials—still spanning the valley like an
arch?

»QOver some of tho boldest streams it was ncces-
sary to construct suspension bridges, as they are
termed, made of the tough fibres nf the maguey, or
of the osicr of the country, which has anextraordi.
nary degree of tenacity and strength. The osiers
were woven into cablesof the thickness of a man's
budy. The huge ropes, then stretched across the
water, were conducted through rings or holes cut
in immense buttresses of stone faised on the oppo.
site banks of the river, and there secured to heavy
picces of timber.  Several of these enormous cabless
bound logether, formed n bridge, which, covered
with planks, well secured and defended by a railing
of the snme osier materials on the sides, afforded
a safc passage for the traveller.  The length of this
nerial bridge, sometimes exceeding two hundred
feet, caused it, confined es it was only at tho ex-
tremitics, to dip with an alarming inclination to.
wards the centre, while the motion givento it by
the passcnger occasioned an oscillation still more
frightful, as his eye wandercd over the dark abyas
of waters that foamed and tumbled many a fathom
beneath. Yet these light and fragile fabrics were
crossed withont fear by the Peruvians, and are still
retained by the Spauiards over those streams which,

vian sovereigns, by the intraduction of posts,in the
same manner as was douc by the Aztees. The
Peravian posts, however, establisbed on all the
great routes that conducted to the capital,were ona
much more extended plan than those in Mexico,
Allalong these routes small buildings were erected,

at the distance of less than five miles asunder, in |

cach of which a number of runners or chasquis, as
they were called, were stationed, to carry forward
the despatchos of government. These despatches
were cither verbal or conveyed by means of quipus,
and somctimes accompanied by a thread of crim.
son fringe worn round the temples of the ineca,
which was regarded with the same implicit defer-
ence as the signet ring of an oriental despot.

*The chasquis were dressed in a peealiarlivery.
intimating their profession. They were all trained
to the employment, and sclected for their speed and
fidelity.  As the distance each caurier had to per-
form was small, and as hic had ample time to refresh
himself at the stations, they ran over the ground
with great swiftness,and messages were carried
through the whele extent of the long routcs at the
rate of a hundred and ffiy milesa day. The office
of the chasquis was notlimited to carrying despatch.
es. They frequently brought various articles for
the usc of thecourt; and in this way fish fromn the
distant occan, fruits, game, and different commodi.
tics from the hot regions on tho coasl, were taken
Lo the capital in good condition, and served fresh at
the royaltable. It is remarkable that this impor-
tant institution should have been known to both the
Mexicans and Peruvians without any correspon.
dence with one anothier; and that it should have
been found among two barbarian nations of the
New World, long before it was introduced among
the civilized nations of Europe.

“By these wise contrivanuces of the incas, the
most distant parts of the long.extended empire of
Pera were brought intointimate relations with each
other.  And while the capitals of Christendom, but
a few Lundred miles apart, remained as fur asunder

a8 if scas bad rolled Letween them, the great cap-
itals Cuzco and Quito were placed by thehigh-roads
of the inces in immediate correspondence. Intelli-
gence from the numerous provinces was transmited
on the wings of the wind to the Peruvian metropo-
lis, thé great focus jo which all the lincs of commiu-
nication convcrgcé Not an insurrectionary move.
ment could occur, not an invasion of the remotest
frontier, beforc the tidings were conveyed to the
capital, and the imperial armics werc on their march
across the magnificent roads of thic country to sup-
press il.  So admirably was the maclinery con-
trived by the American despots for maintaining
tranquillity throughout their dominions! It may
remind us of the similar insfitutions of ancient
Rome,when, under he Cresars, she was mistress of
half the world.”

Mr. Prescott's essay embraces, in like manner,
accounts of their religion and military tactics, their
agriculture and modes of cultivation, their legal ad.
mimstration and provisions for justice, their dra.
matic exhibitions, and other various details of their
civilization and prosperity ; but we cannot duwell
longer on the sctiractive theme.

We nay possibly speak, at a futurc day, of the
most strictly historical partof Mr. Prescott’s lubors,
We shall best satisfy the readers curiosity at pre.
sent, by exhibiting, in a few striking extracts, the
tone and spirit of the narrative.  Itislife-like al.
waye; the dramatic collisions of churacter are fully
exhibited ; and the deeper scenes of the tragedy lose
nothing in intensity and power:

PIZARRO'S FIRST EXPERIENCE OF PERU.

“On the departure of his vessels Pizarro marehed
into the interior, in the hope of finding the pleasant
champagna country which had been promised him
by the natives. But at every step the forest scened
to grow denser and darker, and the trees towered
to a height such as he had never secn, even in these
fruitful regions, where nature works on so gigantic
a scale.  Hill continued to rise above hill,as he
advanced, rolling onward, as it were, by successive
wavcs, to join that colossal barrier of the Andes,
whose frosly sides, far uway above tlie clonds, spread
out like a curtain of burnished silver, that seemed
to connect the hcavens with the earth.

“On crossing these woody eminences, the folorn
adventurers would plunge into ravines of frightfu]
depth, where theexhalationsof a humid scil steamed
vp amidst the incense of swect.scented flowers,
which shone through tho deep glooms in every con.
ceivable variety of color. Birds, especially of the
parrot tribe, mocked this fantastic variety of nature
with tints as brilliant as thoze of the vegetable
world. Monkeya chattered in crowds above their
heads, and made grimaces like fiendish spirils of
these solitudes ; while hideous reptiles, engendercd
in the slimy depihs of the pouls, gathered round the
footsteps of the wandcrers. Here was seen the
gigantic boa, coiling his unwicldy folds above the
trecs, so as hardly to be distinguished from their
trunks, 1ill he was ready to dart upon his prey;and
alligntors Iny baskingon the borders of the streams,
or, gliding under 1lio waters, scized their incautions
victim beforc he was aware of their approach.
Many of the Spaniarda perished miserably in this
way, and others wers waylaid by the natives, whae
kept a jealous eyo nin their movoments, and availed
themselves of every, opportunity to take them at ad.
vantage. Fourteen of Pizarro's men wero cut off
at once in a canoe which had stranded on the bank
of a stream.

« Famine came in addition to other troubles, and
it was with difficulty that they found the means of
sustaining life on tho seanty fare of the forest—oc-
casionaily Lhe potato, as it grew without cultivation,
or tho wild cocoa-nui, or,on the shore, tho salt and

bitler fruit of the mangrove; though the shore was

from the depth or impetuosity of the current, would ¢ lexs tolerablc than the forest, from the swarms of

seem impracticable for the usual moges of convey-
ance,
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“The system of communication through their

dominicns was still further improved by the Peru-’

! mosquitoes which compelledthe wrelched adventar.

ers 1o bury their bodies up 1o their very faces in the
sand. In thin extremity of suffering they thought
ooly of rcturn ; and all schemes ot avaricoand am-

bition—except with Pizarro and a few dauntless
spirits—were exchanged for the one craving desire
to return to Panama™

When this desire took more resolved shape, Pi.
zarro met it by a resolve yet more decisive :

“Drawing his sword, hc traced a line with it on
the sand from casl to west, Then turning towards
the south,‘Friends and comrades! he said, ‘on
that side are toil, hunger, nakecness, the drenching
slorm, desertion aud death ; on this'side, case and
pleasure. There lies Peru with its riches; here,
Panama and its poverty. Choose, cach man, whet
best becomes a brave Castiliun. For my part, I éo
to the south.” Sn saying he stepped across the
line. Hec was followed Ly the brave pilot Ruiz;
next by Pedro de Candia,a cavalier, born, ar his
name imports, in one of the isles of Greece. Eler.
en others successfully crossed the line, thus inti.
mating their willingness to abide the fortuncs of
their leader for good or evil.”

* Oncof the treacherous massacres by Pizarro is
thus vividly described

“Pizarro saw that the hour had come. Ho
waved a white scarf in the air, the appointed sig-
nol. The fatal gun was fired from the fortress,
Then springing into the square, the Spanish captain
and his followers shouted the old war.cry of ¢St
Jago andat them!* It was anawered by the battlo
cry of every Spaniard in the city, as rushing from
the avenues of the greathalls in which they” wero
concealed, they poured into the plaza, hiorse and
foot, cach in hisown dark colamn, and threw them-
aelves into the midst of the Indian crowd. The
Intter taken ULy surprise, stunned by the report of
artillery aud muskelts, the echues of which rever.
berated likethunder from thesurrounding buildings,
and blinded by the smoke which rolled in sulphur-
ous volumes along the square, were seized with a
panic. Tho knew not whither to fly for refuge
from the coming ruin. Nobles and commoners—all
were trampled down under the ficree charge of the
cavalry, who dealt their blows right and lcft, with-
ont sparing ; while their swords, flashing through
the thick gloom, carried dismay into the hearta of
the wretched natives, who nnw, for the first time,
saw the horse and the rider in ull their terrors,
They made no resistence~as, indeed, they had no
weapons with which to make it. Every avenue to
cscepe was closed, for the enterance to the square
wus choked up with the dead bodies of men who
had perished in vain cfforts to fly; and such was
the agony of the survivors under the terrible pres-
surc of their assailants, that a lurge body of In.
dians, by their convulsive struggles burst through
the wall of stonc and dry elay which (ormed part
of the boundary of the plaza! It tell, leaving an
opening of more than a hundred paccs, through
which multitudes now found their way into tho
country, still hotly pursued by theo- cavalry, whe,
leaping the fallen rabbish, bung on the rear of the
fugitives, striking them down all directions. .

© Meanwhile the fight,or rather massacre, cons
tinued hot around the inca, whose person was the
great object of the assault.  His fuithful noblee,
rallying abont him, threw themselves in the way of
e assailants, and strove, by tearing them from
their saddles, or, at lcast, by offering their own
bosomsas a mark for their veageance, to shield their
beloved master. It is said, by some authoritics,
that they carricd weapons concenled under their
clothes. 1f so,it availed them little, as it is not
pretended that they used them, But the mostlimid
animal will defend itself when at bay, That they
did not so in the present instance is proof that they
Lad no weapons to nse.  Yet they still continued
1o force back the cavaliers, clinging to their hursee
with dying grasp, and,as one was cut down, an-
other taking the place of his fallen comrade witha
lnyulty truly uffecting.

% ‘Fhe Indian monarch stunned and bewildered,
saw his faithful subjects falling around him without
hardly comprehending lis situation, The litter on
which he rode, heaved to and fro, as the mighty
press swayed backwards and forwards; and he
gazed on the overwhelming ruin,like some forlorn
mariner, who, tossed about in hisbark by the furi.
ons clements, sces the lightning flash and hears
the thunder bursting around hLim, with the con.
scionsness that he can do nothing to avert his fate.
At length, weary with the work of destruction, the
Spaniards, as the shades of evening grew decper,
felt afraid that the royal prize might, after all, clude
them ; and some of the cavalicrs made a desperate
attempt to end the afiray at once by taking Ataha.

alpa'slife. But Pizarro wlio was nearest his per.
son, called out with stentorian voice, ‘Let no one,
who values bis life, strike at theinca;® and, stretch.
ing out his arm to shicld him, he received a wound
on his hand from ono of his own men—the cnly
wound received by a Spaniard in the action.

“ The strugzle now became ficrcer than ever
round the royal litter. It recled more and more,
and at length scveral of the noblos who supparted
it having been slain, it was overturned, and the In.
dian prince would have come with violence to the
ground, had not his fall been broken by the efforts
of Pizarre and some other of the cavaliers who
caught him in their arms. The imperial borla was
instantly snatched from his temples by a soldicr
named Estete, and the unhappy monarch, strongly
sccured, was removed toa mneighboring building,
where hs was carefully guarded.”

In delineation of Lhe character of tho hero of the
connuest, it seems to us that great judgement is
shown, Neitlier tho lights nor the shades are too
broadly or deeply drawn. What allied him to Cor.
toz, and what widely separates them, in his patient
endurance, his incredible preseverance, his freedom
from bigotry, his insatiablo avarico, his reckless
perfidy, and his indomitabls cruelty, is patiently
and well sct forth.
nor an absolute menster, bat undoultedly 4 most
oxtraordinary man. Heisat the same timeone of
thase men, of whese ignorance of the intelloctual
arts, and utter inability lo read or Lo write, ws cas

bear without regret or sarprisa.
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Wo have neither a perfect hero, . 1§




