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" . rapid and oppressive, thon a
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B OVERNORS MESSAGE.

To the Benate and Iouse of Represenia-
tives of the: Commonucalth of Pennsyl-
rania. )
GENTLEMEN,~—An All wise Providence

has permitted you to assemble under
ciroumstances domanding profound grati-
tude to the Great Lawgiver of tho Uni-
verse. Our acknowledgments are first
due to Him whose hand has not grown
weary in showering blessings in profusion
upen the people in every dc%)nx'tr{qcnt.lof
industry, and crowning theif tf)xl with
richest rowards.

\The circumstances under which you
comn{encc the duties of the present ses-
sion arc, indeed, auspicious; and at no
former period in our history hins thore
been greater cause for felicitation upon
the inestimabllo blessings we enjoy, and
the happy and prosperous' condition of
-our great and growing Commonwealth,

The meeting of the General Assembly
is always o matter of deep interest to the
people, and perhaps never more so than

_now, when an unusual amount of neces-
gary general legislation will occupy your
attention, and questions of the highest
importance arc 1o be discussed and de-
termined upon. 1 sincercly trust your
industry and faithfulness inthe perform-
ance of the important work befoie you,
will win you the proud title of ‘‘the
working Legislature.” E

Amid such circumstances onr atienition
should be directed 1o a caveful review of
all tho most important and essential
interests of the State ; andin the exercise
of that discretion which the Constitution
has confiddd to the Ixecutive, I proceed
to communicate such information, and
to recommend to your consideration such
measures as are fdeemed necessary and
expedient. .

As first in order and most important,
I*;vil} present a carcfully-prepared and.
precise statement of the financial con~
dition of the Commonwealth,

FINANCES,

. f

1t affords me pleasure to congratulate
the people upon tho satisfactory con-
dition of the Treasary. Every demand
upon it for ordinary ‘and other expenses
has been promptly paid,-and, the public
debt materially reduced, which has in-
‘gpired  such ‘public confidenco .in the
seenrities .of the Commonwealth as to
cause them to command the highest
premiums in themarket. The operations
of this department will be prcsc_ntcd to
you more fully and in detail in the re-

urer, and Comnii§sioners of tho Binking

“Fand.” The {ollowing statementexbibits

The” receipts and disburscments for the

sfigeal year ending Noyember, 30, 1870 :
Receipts.

’ Nalunce in Trensury. Nov. 20, ﬁn‘i\

Vrdiry 1eceipts during the flsea
Nov 30, 18% .

s AT TV RAPRE T
e
RIS LRV

Total in Trensury during year ending
Nus. 39, 1870

Dishursemants,

Ur dinary expenses puid
during tho year ending
Nov. i, 1870,

Loy, &v., redeeu

literest un loans..
CPotal

6,434,042 01

Balunee in Trensiry, Nov 80,1870, §1302.0 42 82

. ;’:.]-’u]/lf(' Debt.

.
Fhe public debl due on November 3y, |
"UIRGY, was. ... d
Dednet amnount redecined
by Sinking Fund Com-
missioners during the
fiscal yunr ending Nov
30, 1870,
Amount

1,612,021 L)

“Lotil punblic debt, Nov 30, IsTdo. ., .&31,111‘«.01&)

The following slatement shows the
wature of the indelitedness of the Com-
monwealth, Nevember 30, 1870 :

Funded debt, viz:

Amcunt ofover ducdonnsd 707,650 33
Amount pryable in 1x71

2,759,350 0)

42,550 W
intBpetiveeisnva.en 7AW, L0
Amount paynble in 1677,

intb5 p

400,005 by

int ¢ p
Amount pi
intH p ct...
Amount, payn
int4lap ot...
© Amount payablein 13
intGp cteven,.ens

1,155,050 00
112,000 6

s
L 0,27 060 00
e 0,007 Tuu

Unfunded debt, viz:

Ralief notesin circulation  $96,3%2 ¢0
Interest cortificates out- -
eee. 1080 52
08 un
44143 38 .
- & L
tifleatgs, . oaeiiennnne 44 67

“113,961

Total public. debt, Nov. !
- ahoyve stated
i —

REDUCTION OF ‘PIIE PUBLIC DEBT.

On the fifteenth day of Januavy, 1867,
the total indébledness. of tho State was
thirty-sevén million seven hundred and
Jour thousand four hundred and -nine
dollars and scventy-seven cents. Sinco,
then, and up to November 80, 1870, tho
sum of siz million five hundreed and
ninety-two thousand seven hundred and
forty-seven dollars and eighty-seven cents

1870, na N
LRI 601 W

the year ending November 30, 1870; is
million seven lhundred gnd two
thousand eight hundred and_seventy-nine

The :w'cmge reduction per annum, for
the last four years, is ome million siv
hundred and foriy-cight thousind one

hundred and eighty-seven dollars.

In view of the fact that prior to the
firsh of July, 1872, noarly cight’ millions
dollars of the public debt will be due,
and in order that the Commonwealth
‘may contiue to mect all its obligatious
prompily ab maturity, I recommond that
such provisions be mado by the Legisla

“ture, as will authorize the Commission-
ers'of the Binking Fund to sell al] the
aggets that may be in their posges’ﬁon,’

" and apply tho procoeds to the extinguish-

the holders, to exchange tliem for the
" outstanding -bonds of = the *Common-
wealth, ' : i
be paid in the following manner: As
already shown, it was, on November 80,

. from which -amoint, if the said assots,
0,500,000, bo-ddttucted, there would re-

‘estimating the revenues -and . oxpendi-
tures to dontinue ay at prosent, the' en-
tire liabilities of the Stato could be liqui-

If’ this mode of paying the Biate dobt
.ghould 'L rogarded as unuecessatily
' ovement
to revise and modify taxation yay moet

houses_and —many-other—things;,aro—on=

it is o great Leuefit to have so secure an
investment. A cortain reduction of one
million dollars per annwmn on it would,
porhaps, bo mioro satisfactory to-them’
and to the people, than to strive to pay
it off so hidstily. In an endeavor to force
things under the present mode of taxa-
tion, there- is,gveat dangor of driving
capital away from our manufacturing
contres. The landholder! has Dbeen
exempted from taxes on his land for
State paurposes, and the burden shifted
upon the active, encrgetic and entorpris-
ing portions ofthe community, who hayo
‘always had their full share to bear. The
farmer-is at ease, and runs no risk;
whilst the business man, merchant and
manufacturer are. the motive power of
the community, upon which the farmer
himself niust, in a’ great measure, de-
pend for a vealization of his industry. A
more liberal policy towards those en-
:‘gagcd in mercantile, manufacturing,
railroad and mining purgnits should be
adopted. TUnless thest interests are
fostered and kept in full operation, all
classes of the people will suffer. They
are the very life-blood of lhe State, and
‘should not, in any way, Le ¢hilled or
impeded, by overbitidening them with

| dobt is now held frmly by those to whomn

worst of these hasty and badly considered
enactments are arrested evory year by
Excculive interposition; but in; the
nature of the case, thoe veto at best can
only be miade a partial restraint upon
the evil; and nothing can eradicato it
short of constitutional prohibition.

Fourth.~-Special “legislation is the
great and impure fountain of corruption,
private specilations.are public wrongs.
It has become a reproach to republican
government, and is one of the most
alarming evils of the iimes. Judicious
amondments to the Constitution would
arrest and destrey the growing evil ; and
it is the duty of every patriotic citizen to
co-operate in all lawful measures to effect
s0 desirable a consummation. In the
enactment of laws a radical change is
domanded. IXvory bill presented for
adoption should be read, at least once in
full, and the yeas and nays be recorded
on its final passage.

F¥fth,—Tt is important that the State
Constitution should be made to conform
to the Constitution of the United Rtates
as recently amended. *

Steth.—The subject of minority repre-
seniation is now muach agitated, and is
recgiving a large sharo of consideration
among thoughtful and considerato men.

was permitted to apply for his writ of
error.. That linitation of thirty days
being now virtually repealed, and seven
'years substituted therefor, ig it expected
tho warrant shall be withheld for the
seven years? If mot, when inay it
properly issue? And if issued at any
| time within the seven years, may not the
criminal supersede it at any time he
‘pleases by his writ of errér? Andmay
it not be reasonably gxpected that' this
will be the practical reslt in overy such
case? This would secem like trifling with
vory serious matters ; and I respectfully
‘submit whether tlie act” of -last session
should not be repealed, or very material-
ly modifled, witliont délay. In my mes-
sage of tenth February, 1870, .reburning
the bLill with my ohjections; I gave sun-
dry reasons why it should not be ap-
proved, and the views therein expressed
remain unchanged’ and tlio Supreme
Court of the State, in the vecent Scheeppo
case, expross their gpinion of this enact-
ment, as follows : ’

“Tt is not improper before closing to
say a few words in reference to the act
of 1870, to draw attention to some of its
delocts, and to the radical change inour

criminal jurisprudence it will produce.
It was passed for this case, but owing to

socioty ; social harmony; good and
-healthful goyernment ; and all the mul-
tiforit;lglessings that conspire to produce
human ‘happiness, are its legitimate
fruits, Money judiciously expended by
any community for the mental training
of its youth, cannot be lost ; it will not
fail to return in due time, bearing a lib-,
eral interest. The admirable workings
of our Pennsylvania school system nre
everywhere admitted, and its great suc-
cess is chiiefly owing to the goenerosity of
the Legislature by which it has been ko
Xkindly and so benificently nurtured, and
it is sincerely to De trusted that it will
never weary in this praiseworthy work,
which has thus far been so well acgom-
plished and so abundantly rewarded.”
LU g

SOLDIERS’ ORPHANS' 8CLIOOLS.

" Your attention is' régpectfully invited
.to the report'of the Buperintendent of
the Soldiers” Orphang’ 8cliools, for the
yoar terminating May 31, 1870.

“'Si'nco\thc first organization of these,
schodls the whole number of children
admitted is 5,058. “And during the same
period, the discharges, including doatls,
amount to 1,524, leaving 3,520 in the
schools at the close of the-year ; of Whom'

attention-that have Loen Lestowed upon
these institutions, . .
The establishmontt of these schools,
and the liberal encouragement and sup-.
port they have received, lLiave met-the
approval and admiration, not only of the
other States of the Union, but of the en-
vire ecivilized world.  Philanthropists
and statesmen f{rom foreign nations are
constantly’making inquiries concerning
the laws governing and directing the
operations of our soldiers’ orphans’
schools, their management and the re-
sults,” and give frequent assurances of
unqualified commendation. '

The foregoing exhibit is, I trust, suffi-
ciently satisfactory to, prompt a contimu-

| ance of the gencrous patronidge alveady

extended to an institution ungunpassed
by any other of the kind in usefulness.
Its Lenefits extend - beyond the mere
shelter, clothing,’feeding and education
of the sons and daughters of our heroic
dead. In generations for remote itd in-
fluences will stimulate to deeds of Patric
otic ardor and heroism. Hereafter thd
defenders of oui’ country will not fulter
when they reflect that should they Iall,
Aliey have in the Commonwealth “a -pa--
renial protector of their beloved ones, |

2,137 are in ¢ grpded,’’ and 793 in-ttpri

the Governor’s vefo it camé too late.—It

taxption for the immediate payment of
the entire Statc linlz&;i:ics. ,
The foregoing recommendalions, in
my-opinion, embrace the true policy of
the Commonwealth, and i(‘:‘xc’(opted;’\yil],
doubtless, receive a hearty response and
endarsement from the people.  The tax-
payers demand that =all their socinl, in-
Qustrial, commercial and financial opera-
tions shall be relieved from the burdens
of any more taxation than may he neces-
savy for the gradual payment of the
debt, as is last above indicated, and to
defray the frugal cxpenses of the ad-
ninistration of the government. Heon-
omy and reform should notonger be wlvo-
cated as glittering goneralities, or nere

but as vital, Yiving tealities.
COXSTITUTIONAT CONVENTION,

Four years’ ‘expericuce g6 an exceutive
oficer has given me sthundant oppor-
tunity for carcful observatlion upon the
workings of our Tundamental law, and
thé legislation of the Hzfe.- “Ihis ex-
perience has strongly impressed me that
there should be o thorough revision of
the State Constitution, with such amend-
ments as the wisdom- of a convention
assembléd for that purpose would un-
doubtedly_suggest, and_an_colightened-
public sentiment demand.

- The auathority for. holding -suely -con-
veution-is-foutd i G second scetion of
the ninth article of the Constitution, and
is declared in these words: ¢ That all
power is inherent in the people, .and all
frée governments ave founded.on their
authority, and instituted for their peace,
safety, and happiness.  For the advance-
ment of these ends, | they Imsve, at. all
times, an unalicnable and indefeasible
right to alter, reform, or abolish their
government, in such manner as they may
think proper.?’ .

The last convention for this purpose
was held in 1838, During the ihirty-

4 two years which havesince elapsed, sun-

dry amendments have been made by
Joint regolutions of the (eneval Assm;\bly,
and in complianco with the tenth article
of the Constitution, were appreved and
ratified by a majority of the gualified
voters of theState.  The most important
were those of 1850, making the judges of
the courts eleelive j of 1857, creating a
Sinking [fund, regulating the public
debt and legislative districts ; and of 1864,
conferring the right of suffrago upon
those engaged in the military service of
the State or Nation, and imposing sun-
dry restraints on the power of the Legis-
latire.  These amendments, though im-
portant and valuable, give an incdugruouns
and sort of patch-work character Yo the
Constitution, and are not consonant w
the requirements of the times.

This is a progressive period, and our
State has out-grown its fundamental
laiv. That law should, therefore, be
made to keep pace with tlie age in which
welive. The existing Constitution, in-
cluding the amendments of 1857 and 1864/]
impose many wholesome restrictions on
the power and jurisdiction of the Legis.
Iature ; hut oxperience has demcnstrated
their inadequacy to protect the people
against the evils infended to be remedied
and especially thodo of corporate power,
and of special and local legislation. The
Pn.mphlct lawg for tho last four yoars
show that the general laws for oach
session made only about on wdred
pages, whilst tha local amlﬁm legis-
lation for ‘thé sameo period amount
annually to about thirteen hundred and
fifty. Tho resulting evils are manifold-
and aggravated ; and prominent among
the reasons and suggestions why a remedy
should be applied, T respectfully submit
the following :

First.—Difforont systoms of laws for
rodils, Lridges, schools, olections, poor-

acted for the several conaties, townships
and boroughs, on subjects which ought
10 b regulated by genoral laws, opera-
ting uniformly upon all.- AR

- Second.—It is impossible for the citi-

zens, j\}_d‘gQIS of-the courts, or members
of the Iegal profession, to acguire or re-
‘tain an accurate lmowledgo *of the
varying systems of laws.in their res’i)ect-
ivo districts ; and frequorilly-on removal
frpm one gouutry io nﬁoLImi-, our people
find ““liemselves under almost entiroly
difforent codes. | ' : .

Third.—Practically, the whole theor

of our Constitution and govérnment is
subverted and destroyed by the present |

tative government is Lased on tho idea

that the laws shall De framed Ly, and be

tho result of, the gollective' wisdom of
the people’s répresentatives. But what

-are the, nctusl facts? The minds and

offorts of the membors’ are’ §o wholly
absorbed by priyate and local bills that
it is almoat impossible to got a gonoral
or public act considored or passed. The
spevial and loeal bills.ave usually drawh
by, thé member reprefenting tho lééality,
or. by some one from the district'intov-
ested in tho proposed law. By what is’
called ‘courtesy, it is considered o broach
-of etiquotio for any membor of the Son-
ate’or Houso to interfere with or oppose
a motely private or local-bill of any other’
. member. - The’ rosult is, the bills are
p;\ssed as. originally ‘prepared, without
examination for comparisonr of views—
often erudo and ill-digested; and without
rogayd to “constitutional requi'i-ommltq,_

with much _moze-.goneral - favord

‘J;ox_ ‘s‘o'p‘pd IZ';“’“," policy, Some of ‘the - ration of tho thirty dnys withinwhich

fl
abstractions, withoul meaning or intent, |

7"\

-nndertaken, romains to be detérmined. }iof male teachers, §40.65 per month;

Tt embraces problems of great ﬁolitic:}\
importance, and its manifest’ justice
commends it to public favor. Whilst
some of the objects it proposes might. be
obtained by legislative enactments, the
general ‘principles involved arc so ele-
mentary and radical, they should, if
adopted, bo‘i:ncorpomtcd into the fun-
damental law.

Seventh.—Tho members of the General
Aq.'qscmbly should be inereased in num-
ber. R
Eightl.~There- should be a Yuan-
damental- limitation: to the powers of
corporations. s

Ninth.~~There is absolute necessity for
grealer scgurityefor the public funds and
for their proper distribution. :

. Tcn/]:.»—’[‘l_l/e State Treasurer, Superin-
tendent of Gommon S8chools, and a
Lioutenant QGovernor,- the latter to
duties of Governor, Lin_ zurs-
14\,[)§‘3233‘,">n;(11{n:é.5‘i5.(’?1: death, should be
“eleeted by the people. The Attorney
General, Secretary of State, and the
Adjutant General, should, for ohvious
reasons, conlinue to be appointéd by Lhe
Governot, ’ - .

Lleventh,~The day for liolding the

annual
‘propriety, e changed. from the second
Tuesday in October Lo the same day in,
"Novéinbge on . which “nearly all the
surrounding  States now hold theirs.
This woukl dispense. with one election
every fourth year, and jh‘e\(ent invasion
from other States- for -the “purpose of |
interfering with our elections, as the
citizens of each State would be occupied
with their own. The sgason, too, would
be more satisfactory to the people of the
agricultnral districts, as it would not
interfere with the harvesting of their
corn and other summer productions,
Tho necessity for constitutional reform
is appreciated and admitted Ly all who
havo retlected upon the subject, and
without distinction of party, the press
has been oulspoken, and has almost
ananimously sanctioned the calling, at
an carly day, of a constitniional con-
veition.

For these reasons, and many others
equally important whick might be
enumerated, 1 earnestly recommend that
the Legislature make [ provision fora
convention to thoroughly revise and
amend the Constitution of the btate.
REVISION OT TUE CIviL CoDpRm.
The commissioners to revise the
statutes have completed- their work.
The entire laws of the Commonwoalth,
including those of British origin, except
such as relate to erime, have beon
revised, collated and  sysiematically
arranged in a volume of less than three
hundred pages, or about one-third the
size of Purdon’s Digest. Our laws are

.theaceretions of one Lundred and seventy

years. Many of them are incongruofn
nd disjointed cnactments; wiiich have
Yeen increasing, from time o time, by
fragmentary legislation, withqut any
attempt at system, logical arrangenient,
or conciseness of language. Trbm the
examination I have been able to sive the
revision, T am satisfied that' in the
discharge of their duty, the commission-
ors exercised great diligonce, ability and
a consciontious desire for its successful
accomplishment. Jt cannot Le presumed |
that a work of such magnitude is perfect
in overy particular ;land iowfai it may
answer the purpose for which it was

That it is an improvement upon what it
is intended to*supply therejis no room
for doubt. It adheres in thie main to the
text of existing laws, with occagional
changes to meet- present (demands, butb
which were not needed when they were
first enacted, aud also ‘additional pro-

visionis whicli tlic progress of the age
requires, Tho work, as presented,
might p.ropor]y‘ be adopted, without
material changes, making it the basis for
such amendments as timo aid neccssity
may suggest, or as may bo rccommonded
by the joint committce-to which it was
referred for cxamination by the TLegis-
lature of last year, It will bo seen that [
somo of its provisions have been framed
with a view to throw mneh of our spocial
legislation into tho conirts, where it may
be dispesed of witl legs inconvenience

| to intorested parties, and a great saving

in our annaal expenditures. o
WRITS OF BERROR IN CRIMINAL CASES.

At the- last sossion of tho Legislature

systom of-locnl ‘en'nctmyopts’. TRoprosen- fan act “was passod, entitled *“ An Act
to allow writs of error in.cases of murder |

and voluntary manslaughter.” Tho first

soction provides -that a writ_,of error]
‘“ shall-bo of right, and may be sued out

uporr the gath of the defendant or defend-

‘ants, as in civil casos.” -

Tho second scetion malkos it the duty

of the judges of the Supreme Court, in

all such cases, 10 review both tho Jaw

and tho'evidenco. I

Before this enactment the law-required

_the defendant to alloge that some orror,
lind been committed by the court on the

trial, and to“{slmw cause, within “thirty

days, why the writ of orror should be

granted ; but this law’ gives a writy

whether any error isalleged or, pot, and
allowstho defondant saven yoars in-whick

to issue it, according to the prectice in

¢ivil cases. Horotoforo tho -Txdoutivo

.did not ordinarily issuo the warrant for
exceution of any criminnl until the expi-
he

d

] .
" . P

.

preside over the Senate, and perform the |

clections conld, _with _ great.).

tricls ;

is another evidence that laws which ar

the offspring of feeling are scldom wisely
framed, It commands this court to re-
view the evidence, and to determine
whether ‘Lhe ingredients to constitute
murder in the first degree were proved
‘to exist ; and yet in forgetfulness of the
former law, it provides no means to tuake,
preserve andbring up theevidence. This,
the first attempt to act under it, proves

' itsipefliciency, the judge below returniug

to our eertiorard that he was not able to
make the return of the evidence. o is
not bound by law to take the testimony
or to cextify toit. A Dbill -of oxceptions
brings up only so mnuch of the evidence
as may be required to explain the point
of Jaw contained in the bilk T
“The effect of this Iaw scems not fo
have excited attention, It has changed
the whole doetrine of the eriminallaw as
to the speed and certainty of punishment,*
and left to the felon both the hope and a
door of escape, not only 'from the law's
delay, but by prison breach, hnd o0, L.
various means of ayoidingretributive
justice. At 4Lis monent, two cages
Sur TO my memory of conviétions of
raurder in Allegheny county, delayed by
dilatery motions, where the prison doors,
opened by unknown means, and the
])risom&rsjvﬂc’}rpm] forever. Any murderer
may, under #iis law—though like Probst
he may have murdered a whole family—
take out his writ of error, without limita-
tion of time-or condition, whether in
prison undersontence, or stepping upon
tho trap of the gallows, with cause, or
Svithout it,-and-suspend - his case until
the next torm of the Supreme Court. No
one could condemn hini, if the death

L

mary schools, and 599 in % Homes."
During the year terminatilg May 31,
1871, 493 of these will be discharged on
age; in 1872, 477 ; in*73, 599 ; .in 74,
646 ; in 735, 646 ; in *76, 602 ; in 77, 584 ;
in’78, 410, in 79, 291; and in '80; the
remainder, 171, TFrom this-statement it
will be seen that all the children now in
the schools, on reaching tho agoe of six-
teen, will be discharged in ten years on
ags alone. The reinforcements to the
schools will hereafter consist only of
children Lorn prior to January 1, 1866 ;
conseqitenrtly all who may herealter be
admitted must come in during the next
ten years, and they will be more than ab-
sorbed by the discharges on order. The
number discharged this year, on age,’is
400, and on ordery. 230, and 15 Lave died,

-making in all, 645, Should the rapidity

of. the discharges on order continue in
anything like the ratio of the present
year, it will not require more than five
years to cxhaust the greater portion of
tha schools, and the children rmﬁniugng
in them will (rom time to time have to
be coneéntrated in a few of the schools
which sball be deemed the best, to closs
up the concern,

The expenditures of the system for the
schoo] year ending May 31, 1870, are as
follows, viz : '

education

warrant-not-preventing, - he “should-wait
till the term of the Supreme Court be
passed, and then {ake out. his writ of
error “'to delay the execution of his
senteuce for a wholo year. That only
security to the public,- the examination
of the case and allowance of the writ for
cause, isrepealed,”’

APTORTIONMENT.

The important duty devolves upon you
to apportion, in accordance witlﬁhe-]ast.
census, the representation to the General
Assembly and to Congress.  This will be
among the most laborious and diflicult
works of the session.  In its performance,
it is presumed and trustedsthat you wili
be guided and governed by astrict sense
of justice and impartiality to all parties
and to every district in the State, so that
no well-founded reason be given for com-
plaint or censure. '
Unider the lIaws of the State it is made
the duty of the county commissioners of
the respective counties to make returns
to thie Governor of tle seplennial enu:
meration of taxables on or before “the
first Tuesday of Deeember. Not one-
fourth of these returns bave yet been re-
ceived, nlthough the attention of the
commissioners was invited to the subject
by special cirenlar from the Secretary of
the Commonwealth,  As soon as the re-
turns come to hand, the neccessary ab-
stracts will be made ont and forwarded
to the Legislature. ;
COMMON SCIIOOLS.

e DR

Tha report of the Superintendent of
Common Schools shows that there are
now within the State, 2,002 school dis-
14,212 sohools ; 2,982  graded
/sbhoolsq 13,100 Qirectors ; 79 county and
other superintendonts; 17,612 trachers,
and 828,801 pupils. This-is an increaso,
over the preceding year of 31 districts;
276 schools ; 447 graded schools ; 200
directors ; 3 superintendonts ; 470 teach-
ers, and 13,138 pupils. .
The cost of tuition for the past yeai, was
$3,745,475,81 ; Luilding, purchasing and
renting school houses, §2,765,645.34;
contingeneics, $1,175,224.05; ather ex-
penditures, $95,475 ; making "a total of
$7,771,761.20. Tstimatod value ofschool
préperty, $15,837,183. Average salary

length of schogl term, 6.06 months ; and

“the, cost per motith of cach pupil 08

cents. it

In addition to' the :\bovd,lﬂvo :Normnl
schools are recognized by the State.
These are intended specjn)]jr to instruct

_in: the avt” of _teachingand -to-furnish- -

suitable teachers for the common schorlz,
The many highly qualified insi:uctors
that havo graduated thorein, “afford a’
sufficient assurance of tltelirsuccess and
usefulnoss. Thoy have aided materially
in the Tapid advancement.of our goneral
and widely approved cducational system. -
Rince their rocognition, 12,890 studonts
have been recoived into them ; and 2,075
aro now enrolled. Thore are 76 profes-
sors and tutors. The librdaries contain
8,185 volumes. ‘The buildings and
grounds are valued at $303,607 ; and ihe
furniture and apparatus-at $75,000, -
Besides theschools that recolve legisla-
Live support, there arein the Stato 601
private schools, ‘seminaries and acide-
mies, omploying 848 teachars and having
24,815. students. - The estimated valuo’
of ‘their property is $800,000,-and the
gnnual  amount received for * tuition
$880,000, "Thore are also’ thirteen col-
leges, with 157 profesgors and tutors;
and 2,805 students enrolled, They own
much valuablo property, and their libia-
rics number 95,000 volnmes.” o
Theso statistics. will, doubiless, prove
interestin, vt'o -all who " peruse thom, and
thoso relating to the common schools
morit the especinl attention of 'the Legis-
Iatuiro; Tho prosperity and happiness
of all communities depeixd; more than
auything elso, upen thdir geneFal intelli:-
genco. Idloness, iminorality, ciimeo and
poverty. abound most whero ignorance
prévails, - Tho groatast wealth' o peoplo
can ‘possess, and tho highest pblitical
freedom and powor. thoy.can attain, axe
besod upon” and derived from o sound

the miny ev

nnd genorous education. * Frésdom from,

ucation-and-meintenamee ol TR .
1on I advanced sehools heaat 243,000 67
For education and maintenance of chil-

101,475 53

dren {n prassty svbools.
For education und mainten:
dreil in homs .
For eluthing. ¢
For partind relief of L
Shreaeh

5,206 42
ding, 3003 75
Iren, at . -

360 00
9,100 40

L1206 42
481,709 00

The sum appropriated is for the,
amount estimated bythe Superintendent
in his report of 1849, but owing to the
extreme pressure of the guardians and
relatives of many indigent and suftering
applicants, the SBuperintendent, with my
consent, admitted a larger number of
children than he' originally estimated for;
the balance, as above stated, has, for
this reason, neeessarily and unavoidably
accrued. ’
Under an act, entitled “An act to
provide meany Qx the establishing a sol.
diers’ orphyfns’ Hehool in each State
Normal sc}x’f)ol district in this Common-
wealth, now destitute thereof,’” approved
April 15, 1867, and a supplement thereto,
approved March 23, 1808, the sum of
twenty-one thousand dollars was ad-
:v',’\llCCLl out’of the Btate Treasury asa
loan to five institutjons. These heing
fully established, are re-paying this loan
at tho rate of flve per cent quarterly, as
specilied in the act. Sixteen thousand
eight hundred dollars of this loan re-
mained unpaid on May 31, 1870, and
owing to the chango of the form of set-
tlements which, by law, went into hpera-
tion at that time, it was, unexpectely
to the Suporintendent, deducted froin,
the appropriation by the accounting
oftiters, and consequently bills for educa-
tion and maintenance for that sum and’
tho above balance® remain unpaid., No
spogial appropriation for this amount is
asked ; but all that is required is the
passage of ajjoint resolution, authorizing”
its payment from tho sum appropriated
for the ¢%ponses of the curront year,
which, in consequence of a reduction in
prices, I ash informed will exceed them
to about the amount of the said balance.

The early passage of such a resolution
is necessary, because the institutions to
which the money is due cannot aftord to
wait Jong for it without serious incon-
vonience. Provision should also Lo made:
by tho Legislature that, as.the said siim
of 16,800 is re-paid in quarterly instal-
ments Ly iustitutiofs from which it is
shiall be applied to_the reimburse-
dent of the funds appropriated fordhe
adyanees thus made. °

The Superintendent esiimates the ox-
penditures for education, maintenance,
clothing, &ec., of 8,600 children, during
tho wyear terminating May 31, 1872, at
$500,000. “After -n careful . cxamination’
I find it correet, and respectfully request
an appropriation for that amount. This
estimate will, it is Lelieved, onable the
Su[ierintemlcnt to admit all proper ap-
plicants, It is $20,000 less than tho ap-
propriation for the current year, and it
is confidently anticipated that horeafter
each succoeding dstimdté for annual ox-
ponsos will be ‘much ‘niore largely - de-'
croased, - - . o

I havé personally vigited, inspeated
and examined quite a number of these
schools since the adjournment of theo
last Legislpture; and I do not hesitate
to pronoutice mdst of them supgrior, in
all respects, to.any other institutions-of
a similar charactoer in the country. < The
‘supervision of the Buperintondent, and

{'the male and fomule'invspe,etors has been-
exceedingly faithful ‘and effective’; and’

those having the schools. in chargs, ‘with
‘biik fow axcoptions, have displayed s do-
votion to their duties; and to the- inter-
ests of tho children, ns unoxcoptionable
as if. dictated by the purest-parental af-
foction. ) . )

Tho sanitary conditioni of theso chil-
dren 3# one of the most remnykablo foi:
‘turos of tho sol;bo]s. During the five

(S

5,003 childron, only 71 have diod, which
is but @ little over ono and four-tenths

<

Yonrs. thoy baye been in oporition, out of

3 ( | por cont‘poi‘ gl}num.f Those facts are
ils that distwb tho peace of  inconteptiblo, ovidenfes of the caro and

[P}

who otherwise would be left desolate
and neglected. The Stnte\i{\s abundant
cause to rejoico in what, it has dgne for
its soldiers’ orphans, and to be proud of
these schools, which now constitute the
brightest jewels that adorn its crown of
glory. . - i
/AGRICGLTURAL COLLEGE.

This institution appears to be gradu-
ally accomplishing the objeets for which
it has been liberally endowed by the
Btate. It has about sixty-students who
are instructed, not only in the ordinary
branches of literature and .science, but
-in all the ficld operations necessary for a
thorough agricultural education,

. The Experimental Farms, established
under the supervision of the officers, have
thus far answered their expectations.
The experiments therein arve carefully
recorded ; every incident of cultivation,
the nature of the seed committed to the
soil, its inception, growth, progress and
results,” together with the conduncing
canses, being accurately noted. The
publication of these observations, made
in different parts of the State, with vari-
ous climates and soil, under the gnidance
of skilled agriculturalists, .will - impart
valuable lessons for the bLenefit of the
practical farmer, and, doubtless, be the
means of establishing o *‘Science of Ag-

wisdom of- experience. " -The report-of
he trustees furnishes a full description-
of the cducational .and financial condi-
tion of the éollegc, together withgthe
progress and results of the Expérimental
Farms during the year just ended.

MILITARY.

Your attention is invited to the ac-
companying- report of the - Adjutant
Gcne(‘;\‘\, for the details of the transac-
tions of his department during the past
year. The necessity of a military power
Jdn.the State, subordinate aud auxiliary
to the civil authorities, Lias Ueen so fully
discussed, and so generally admitted, as
to render any argument on the subject
entirely superfluous. It is ndmitted, on
all haods, that a thoroughly organized
and well disciplined military force con-
tributes essentially to the maintenance
of the peace and good order of society
and to the sceurity of the persous and]
property of citizens. It has been my
desire and aim to constitute such a.force,
to aid the civil authorities, should an
clergency arise, in the suppression of
public -tumult “or disgrder. This _has
leen effected more suceessfully than was
at first anticipated, In 1886, there were
but eight volunteer companies in the
State ; at the close of 1868, thé¥e wore
one hundred and eighty-fonr ; to which’
nnmber one hundred and  Afilty-cight
companies were added last year. In the
meantine, thirty have been disbanded,
leaving three hundred and eleven organ-
ized and active military compagies, now
recoghized by act of the Legislatuve, as
the ¢ National Guoard of Pennsylv:u}iu."

W\uw Company  organizationsy
! : ar .
}61 ‘teen regiments and five battalions

have been formeds~Whilst I. um not
disposed to encourage regimental organi.
zations, of cavalry or artillery, they
«being unnecessarily large and expensive,
I regard’ separate or independent troops
and batteries of these branches of the
service, attached to brigadesor divisions,
as highly important. , o
- The quota of arms duc Pennsylvania
has been drawn from the General Gorv-
ornment. This amounted to forty-five
hundred  breach-loading rifle-muskets
and accontrements, with a proportionate
supply of the propér ammunition. These
Laye beendistributed, as provided Ly the
fifty-seventh section of act of May 4,
1864, in such manner as in my judgment
“awill most  effectually  subserve the
military interests. aud uecessilivs of_ e,
‘Commonwealth,
~As heretoforo

stated, all the State

war have been merged into that of the
Adjutant General. That department is
now- the. depository of all our military
records, the importance and value of
which are_constantly indicated by the
daily .applications (of -officials of the
General and different State governments,
of attorneys and agents, of soldiers thom-
golves, - or their: repreéenmtivcs, for,
cortificates and exemplifications: The
Adjutant General is also thd responsiblo
custodian of alt4the military proporty
-belonging to the Commonwealth. ],
therefors, recommend that his depart-
ment receive tho' favorable considerativn
of the Logisisture, and the continuation
of snch appropriations as may be. re-
quired for. its.efficiont administration,

‘MILIPARY HISTORY,

" The Legislature, in 1864, passed anact
authorizing. the Governor ‘‘to appoint
gome compotont porson to propare o
military. hiigtory of Penmnsylvanin volun-
teors and’ militla,”” who had been or
might,_thereafter Lo 1if tho, flold during
tho war of thé rebellion." ‘Iu‘d.oii‘foi;mity

Samucl. P. Bates, esq., to porform this
difioult” and vesponsible undertaking.

[

riculture,”’ having its foundation in.the{

military departments created dwring the |

therewith, :'my - predecessor appointed-

He conimenced the task ‘with zeal and
industry, and has proseoutéd. it with
ability. Tho Avork has proved to bo far
more extensive, and' reqirired n much
gronter amount of  labor, and rosearch
than 'was at first ‘coitemplated. . Four
‘large royal ootavo voluings, handsomely
printed “and substaptially bound, havé
been’ profiuged,‘and” the fifth, and last .can b

. " Y
volume, will be completéd before the flrst
of June next. The book, i'self, affords
the “best comrhentary or ctiticism of the’
Lmanner in which the author has dis-
harged his dutics. Tt puts in concise
form and perpetuates the most important
portion of our history, which otherwise
would have been forever lost, Herealter
it will be invaluable to the Common~
wealth, N

RIGHTS OF FRENCH CITIZENS.
By the seventh article of a Consulaf
Convention between France and the
TChaited States, signed February 23, 1833,
it was stipulated that the citizens of the
respective counties should mutually have
the same rights to lold real and per-
sonal estate, and Lo enjoy aud transmit
the same. My attention has been in-
vited to this subject by a lclﬁzx;_fﬁom
Hon. Hamilton Fish, Secrotary of State
of the United Stales, dated May 9, 1870,
‘enclosing n copy of a communication
from the Minister of France to the
United States, resident at Washington.
Tiat letter, accompanied Ly said seventh
article, and o copy of my reply ihereto,
(marked A and B,) are lierewith. sub-
niitted to the Legislature fof informa-
_tion, andavith-tho—recominendation-thats
the subject be cafefnlly considered, and
such action taken thereon as will make
the statutes of the State conform to our
obligations under the provisiors of sajd
convention. ’

NATIONAY, CEMETERIER,

On the-first of Tuly, 1870, an act of
Congress was passed amendatory to the
act, entitled ** An Act to establish and
protect Nutional cemeteries,”” approved
February 22, 1867.. The object of these
laws is to place under the National Gov-
ernment the management and preserva-,
tion of these cemeteries, and to sccure
the consent of tho several States injwhich
they are located. Bhis consent has al-
ready Leen given as to the cemetery at
Gettysburg, by the act approved April
14, 1868 ; and the National authorities
now ask for the same action hy the
State as to the cenieteries at Glenwood,
Lebanon, Mount Moriah, Odd Fellows,
and Woodland, in Pbiladelphia; and
also those at Harrisburg, Pittshurg and
York. .
Copies of a communication on this
sulject, from the Secretary of War, and
of the .act of July 1, 1870, (mmrked C
and D,) are herewith transmitted, with
thoe recommendation that the consent of
the State be given, in compliance with’
the laws of the United States.
The objections hevetofore existing-to-
the payinent of the appropriation for the
use of tho Antietam cemetery having
been-removed, the sim appropristed has
beeg paid oveér to the treasurer.

IMMIGRATION.
In accordance with a request to that
eflect, I submit, for your consideration,
a copy of the procecdings of the Nutional
Immigration Cenvention, (marked “ E")
which was called by the Governors of
the Western States, and was largely at-
tended, at Indianapolig, Indiana, on the
twenty-third of November last.  The!
main object of the convention, it ap-
pears, was the adoption of such resolu-
tions as might induee the different States
of the Union to importune Cong’ress to
enitck sueh laws as wounld afford immi-
grants, while in transitn from other
lanids, and upon their arrival in this
country, protection against the abuses to
which they are now notoriously sub-
jected.  As the encouragement of immi-
mation, of n useful character, has al-
ways been the approved policy ol vur
govornment, the object as presented, is
regarded as deserving of your attention,

THIE MILFORD AND MATAMORAS

"\, ROAD,

Ablout the close of the lust session of
the Legislature, an act was passed and
approved, cutitled A supplement tg
the Milford and Matamoras Raiproad
Company.”” The fourth section of this
cnretment seems to have been intended
to take from the Stato, and give to the
company, the ten thousand dollars bonus
paid into the State Treasury annunally by
Nthe New York and Eris Railroad Com-
pany, under the {ifth stetion of the act
of twenty-sixth Maroh, 1846,  Soon after
the adjournment, my attention ,was di-
rected to the gubject, and to guard
against loss I caused the Attorney Gen-
oral to give jiotice to the New York and
Erie Railrogd Company that the State
would look .to that corporation for the
payment of the annual bonus, as liereto-
fore, notwithstanding the passage ot ,the
supplement referred to, I regard the lat-
ter as having been onacted and approved
through inadvertency in the hwmry of 2
closing session, and .as hasty and incon-
sidorato legislation; at variance with'the
_sottled policy of the State, and highly
projudicial to the public interest ; and T,
therefore, carnestly recommend its im-
predinto ropeal, or atb least so.mucheol it
as.solites Lo the honusg, ——r e

RAIL~

.
TELEORAPH LINES AND RAILROADS,

"I'he questiou of the assumption of the
control of the “telegraph lines, und the
chartering of railread compunios within
the Stato by the Geueral Government,
was partially gousidered by tho Legisla-
‘ture at'its l:lx?usessiun, and 8 now re-
celving considerable attention, Repard-
ing the subjectas one of vast iniportance,
involving the sovercign power of {ho
State, the interosts of corporitions that
areserfiranchised by it, andof var citizens
who have investments in stocks and
Londs amounting to- many millions of
dollars, I most eirnestly invite your
sorions examinntion of it, and your enly
aetion thereon.

. QEOLOGICAT, SURVEY,

A reliable geological and mineralogi--
cal survey would be of inenleulable value
to the State.  Withoul it we have in-
dofinite ideas of our vast undeveloped
mineral wealth, aud the expense attend-
ing it would be utterly insignifieant when
compated with the Dbenefleinl results,
We dre, at presont, without oven n re-
liable map to indicito the locality, char
| actery pnd . rusources of ‘our mineral
regions,  Andas good maps are the basis
of all usetul researgh in overy depart-
ment of scionce and the arts; especially
irf'the practical sciences of geology and
motallurgy, thefirst ‘step toward u geo-
Jpgical survey is to obtain as correct a
anpp . s possible, (f not of tho entire
State, at least of suéh - parts thoreof as
areof the most importance to be studied
gaoologienlly. This will be a. 'work ‘of,
labor-and time, and can only -be accom-
plished snccessfully by trinngulating 6ach
county separately, and 'from:tho county.
maps thus aoquired, constructing.a com-
plete and acourate inap of the wholo
Btato, ; It is neither vrise nOﬂJllst‘l)olicy
to delay- this worl becnusp| it may.bo
more porfootly effeoted at some faturo
time. ‘I'here s for it o presént necossity,
and thé time novey will comeé when such

‘Large portions of tho State remain, to

|_gealogist, metallargist-and-surveyort

| templated - are” “being’: accomplished. |

" of the Commonywealth,

cal report.. New developments in min-
oral resources, as well as additional
acquifements in scicntific knowledge,
will constanitly be made as long as the
world exists, .

The gbneral voice of the business com-
munity and land-ownership.of ¢he Stato
demands this survey. It is enapecially
calted for by the oil regions, newly dis-
covered conl fickds, and by the “iron,
marufacturing, and railyoad interests.

great extent, unstudied by scientific and
practical men. The old survey of 1336-
41 gid. a good York, bat it is of- Jittle
value now,.except in a fow localities:
Since it was made, wonderful discoverics
have taken place, and problems of strue-
ture and deposit still remain. npsolved,
doubtless involving mawy millions of
dollars in value. Then, many of the
back counties were -comparatively un-
sottled, and scarcely any openings were
smade in our mineral distriets, excopt in
the santhracite coal basins and around
Pittsburg. Now, the State is full of
trial shafts and private explorations ;
oxtensive forests have been. cleared ;
roads penefrate what were inaccessible.
regions ; rdilways traverse “whole coun-
ties with instrumental field work { many
thougands of oil and salt wells have Leen
bored ; valuable mines put in ‘working
order ; the populdtion has advanced in
intelligence and grown more ébsefvant
and eaterprising, and thoe skill of the

v

aleoves, to accord with the architectural
arrangement of the Imilding. These
ean be completed at moderate cost,
which will be more than enmpensated
for in the safe keeping of the books, and
in their aceessibility and geéneral.useful-
ness:- .

REATISTICR,
Permit me to renew my reconnnenda-
tions concerning the collection and
properly recording of statistical infor-
mation relating to the development and
growth of the various résources of .t
Commonwealth? "Bach  records are an
almost indispensable necessity. + The
want of them is a source of constant
perplexity and annoyance to all the State
officers, and to others, including United
States  ofticials and ryepresentatives of
foreign nations, who have business with
the different -departinents of the State
government. Thesc statistics wight be
gathered, 'at & moderate expense; by an
intelligent -clerk appointel for that
purpese, and the books at all times kept.
open four inspection in the oflice of the
Seeretary of the Commonwenlth. '
LAND DEPARTMENT.

The report of the. Sidrveym® Geieral
furnishes a detatled account of the Tiaml
Oftice,  During the past fi: year 3,-
380 patents were jssucd, coveiing G937, -
880 acres, being more than one-fifty-

T
reached a higher degree of perfeetion.

Posterity has its ejajms upon us ; and
it should be coasidered that whatever ixs
done in the present generation is so much
accomplished for ihe generations that
may follow, Oneimportant function of
a geological suryey is to preservo knowl-
edgo Zfor future use. Science is cumu-
lative, and ifs advances are slow. It
must collect many facts Lefore it arrjves
at true conclusions, For want of a
proper bureau of statistics, and a corps
of observation amd publication to collate
and relate the facts of our geology and
mineralogy as they lLave appeared, the
State has already suffered severcly.
Much valuablé information has been lust,
never io be rccovered ; and but little
certain knowledire of past mining, and
other scientific operations, has been pre-
sorved-to govern and assist the future
engineer. The sootier, therefore, in my
opinion, a geological survey is author-
ized, tho better will it be for the pros-
pective interests of the State, as well as
for iks present uecessities: *

N co
BOARD OF PUBLIC CHARITIES.

Under the requirement$ of an act, ap-
proved April 24, 1869, I appointed five
commissioners to constitute a Board of
Public Charities, who, at alltimes, have
full power to look into and examine the
condition of all charitable, reformatory
or correctional institutions within the
State ; and at least once in every year
visit allsuch asare receiving State aid,
to examine everything commeeted with
their management, and cspecially to
ascortain whether'the funds dppropriated
to them are cconomicallffand jndiciously
expended. The -reqisite- nitmber. of
geutlemen,  possessing  1the  mnecessary
qualifications, have generously consented
to sarve on this Board, whieh is now
fully organized, and the objects con-

Early during the session their first an-
nual report: will be presented.for your
consideration, which will give a full uc-
count of the extent and importance of
their philanthropic transactions in behall

v BATTLE OF GETTYABURG,

I am informed that the picture of the
Battle of Gettysburg; painted by order
of the Legislature, has been completed.
Asg this valuable production is the prop-
erty of the State, I deem it important
that you shonld appoint a commitlee,
with whom I shall Le pleased to co-
operate, to take it in charge and prepare
a place suitable for its accommodatidn.
This  should* be made sufliciently
capacious, and so afranged as to altord
an opportunity for the display of the
flags and other relies of interest to the
citizens of th¥ State, and to the numerous
visitors at the Capital,

DELAWARE BOUNDARYLINI.

The Tegislature, at its session of 1869,
passed an act, entitled © An Act to gettle,
determine and lgeate the  sounthern
boundary line of e Commonwealth.”
In conformity therewith commissioners
were appoinled to act “in conjunction
with lilke eommissioners on the part of
the B8tate of Delaware.” Thapt State,
however, has fajled, thus far, to make
the necessary appointments.  The worle,
consequently, remains unaccomplished.
andthe boundary line is not definitely
fixed. .

Under ordinary circumstances this
might not be regarded as important ; but
when it is considercd that thero is a
material difference inthe penal codes of
the two States, and that tho code of
Delaware contains  certain provisions,
and authorizes the infliction of punish-
ments repugnant to all the citizons of
Pennsylvania, scrivus- evils may somo
day arise out of the neglect to determine
this line. It is impossible {o tell what
nmight transpire, shonld” the State of
Delawaro seize upon a ecitizen and sull-
jeet him'to th? disgracefnl and abhiorrent
punishment of’the pillory and the whip-
ping post, who, upon subsequent investi-}
gation, was ascortained to have his ve-
sidence in Ponnsylvania. The injured
party would have aright to demand, and
we- would bo compelled to grant him.
satisfaction for the wrong he suffered.
This, and other reasons, might bo urged
for the immediate settlement of* this
question, Pennsylvania does not desiro,
and cannot atford, to coms info eollision
with.the State of Delaware,

CoprRaERIES,

t e Supremo Conrt has deeidod that
the Yaw requiring the owners of dams ip
the Susquehanii river 1o make tish-wi
T (e Tleastin e
Tad purebased  their works
State, is nnconstitutional and  voidy|
From this decision it dogs not appear
that the State eanuot have sweh ways
sonstructed at its own expenso. But
thig does not seein advisable untjl con-
current legislation can be obtained with
Maryland, that-Brate holding both banks
of tho Susquehauha river ag its mouth
and for many miles aboye.  The subject
has bden Wrought to stlie, attention of
Muryland, the | Legislature  of 'which
State, at its Yast. session, passed a law
providing for the appoitment of comi-
missioners of {isheries, lo report at its
nextb session, which will not occur until
next winter, The fisheries under cou-
sideration are- nearly, if not quite, as
mucl, deteriorated by the want of statu-
tory Iaws for their; protection as by thé
mechanical obstructions.in tho streams.
The New England ,Statos and New
York have commenced”tlio exporiment
of fish propagation in the large streams
north of us on quite an extensive scale.
Their oxporienco ‘will -be useful to us
whon oll obstacles avising from the
divided Btate ownership of the™river
shores shall have been obviated. Now
Jersoy appointed flah. commissioners at
tho Iast session of her' Legislature, and
thé commissioner,of Pennsylvania is now
in .treaty~-with them in roforence to
needed -comcurront legisiation, Theo
subject is xecoiving jcareful attontion jn
both Statea by thoir: dc’lega\tcd agouts.
1t is hoped that Delawars will join with
Pennsylvanin and ' Noéw Jersoy in the
iefornis needed on the Delaware river,

oy

, STATE TIDHARY. -

Tho accumulation of books belenjing
-to the Btate, by purchase, exchango .anc
‘donation, largely excceds the capacity of
tho cases now in tho- library for their
‘aceommotdition,  Many thousand | of
volumes, of great valus, ave necessarily.
stored nway in sich o manner as fo
vendor them _infccessiblo and consc-
quently useléss. I, thereforo, recommend

:| stancos. -

great amount of work’in this department,
requires several additional clerks. The
insceurity of the buildings renders neces.
sary additional iron enses or safes for
the protection of the muniments of title
and ofther public documents. The ex:
penses of ‘the ofiice, including improve-
ments, was §23,400, whilst the receipts,
from fees alone, amounted to §45.4.703,61.
MINES,

ITerewith is submitied the report of
the Inspectors of Mines, filled with highly
important  statistical information, to
which your .careful attention is invited.
The necessity for such inspectors is de-
monstrated by the number of casualties
reported, and the propriety of extending
the provisions of the act by which it lias
been instituted to all the mining districts
in the Stafe, for2ibly exhibited.

YELLOW FEVER,

This fearful epidemvle made its appear-
ance at the Quarvantine Statien in Jue
last, spreading teyror through thatneigh-
borhood, and caunsing serious alarm in
Philadelphia. The disease assumed its
worst, type, and the percentuge of mor-
tality was extremely large. Tt was

[brought to the Lazareito, from Jamaica,

by the brig “Ilome,” whose captain
died during the voyage. The vessel was
detained by order of ‘the Lazaretto Phy-
sician, who, with the Quarantine Master
and other valuable attachds of the sta-
tion, fell vietims to the pestilence, The
second mate and pilet _of the bLrig, in
violation of orders to the contrary, and
also of "the health regulations, went to
the eity, where they both died ; aud it

subsequently occurred there are partly
attributable to their impradence.

Upn the death of the Lazaretto Phy«
sician and the Quarantine Master, I ap-
pointed two physicians, Loth- of whom
were known to have had ‘muych experi-
ence in yellow fever, to fill the vacancies:
They volunteered their' services al a
time when it was difficult to obtain per-
sons properly qualifigd. The results
proved the propriety of tlese appoint-
ments. Soon after they entered upon
the performance of their'duties, the dis-
case was eradicated and the station re-
stored to its usually healthy condition.

Some changes seem necessary for the
proper management of the quarantine,
Inmy opinion the Quarantine Master
should by law be required to be a medi-
cal man, qualified to ' act as an assistant
to the Lazaretto Physician, and to per-
form the duties of that officer, in case of
his absence, sickness or death. llad
this been the case when the lute physi-
cian died, the necessity for calling as-
sistance from withont wonld have Leen
obviated, and the sickness, suffering and
mortality lessened.  The salary of this
officer; ns well as that of ,the Lazaretto
Physician, should hoe materially in- |
creased, in order to retain “competent
and responsible men for these important
positions. The salaries now paid were
fixed many years ago, and are an- inade-
quate compeusation for the risks and ser-
vices required. . '

Grateful, acknowledgements are due
to the members of the Board of Health
for their excellent sanitary precautions
and personal services «during the preva-
lence of the epidemie, and also to the
attaches of the Quarantine Station for
their feariess devotion to duty in the time
of danger, and their constant and seli-
sacrificing attention to the wants of the
sick and dying, Had it uot been for
these faithful and efficient serviees, Ly
which the progress ot the fever was ar-
rested, Philadeiphia and otfier populius
districts might linve suftered a repetition
of tlie horrors of former years when this
dreaded disease made such frighitful vav-
"Rges. )

IN MEMORIAM.

“ Hon. William I, Packer, ex-Governar,
died at -Willininsport, on the twenty-
sevonth of Seplember last, He was one
of the zelf-made men of whom the State
has justly had cause to be proud. In
early life he distihguished himsolf as a
Journalist, and in tho many public posi-
tions he *subsequently occupied he ac-

abilitios as a statesman and’exceutive
ofiicer, Dmring his public’ career, ho
filled the offices of. Canal Commissioner
and Auditor General, and was.a-mem-
bor of each branch of the General Assom-
bly, having served two terms as Speakoer
of the House,  lia last public trnst was
that of Chiot Magistrate of the Com-
molwvenlth, - e 'was over sixty-threo
years of are ab the time of his death,

Hon, William W, Watt, late a mem-
ber of the Sonate, departed this life on
the seventeenth of November last. Ile
had sepved four succossive years asa
member of the Ilouso of Representaitives,
and was in tho flist year of his Sona-
torial term at the time of his deathi” " 1ie
wits well-known and highly respected,

unassuming in his manners, kind and
coiitteous in his deportment, and in the
discharge of his obligatibns, whether of
a public or a private nature, ho won the.
esteem of those who knew him. o
" The Legislature will; I trust, not fail -
to take suitable notice of the-demise of

theso twoc distinguished - citizens, who,

during thoir life-time, were so prominent

in rendering services for the public wel-

‘fare. N .

PARDONS, ,

Accom{)nuying this communieation will
be found the report of pardons granted
during tho past yoar, Compared.with

the increase of erime, and the great num-

ber of prisonors_in :the county jails and
Stete penitontiarics, the number is less
than: that of former years.  In excreising .
clemency towards persons éonvieted of
crime, I have strictly endeayored, under
’nll cil'ﬁ"lunst;nnpos, o obsorve-that caution
and discretion contemplated in the Con- *
stitution, and to impartially administer
‘that moreiful prorogative dnd extend its
beneficent protection only for tho edr-
rection of the errors ofy criminal juris- .
“prudence, the rolief Bl thoso who may
‘have Leen *‘cruelly” or*excessively™

‘tor mitigations and amelioraling circum-
Thé number of applications for'pardon
during tho past year was twejve hundrod
-and: forty, of yhich sixty-two, or five
flor coiit, wore gianted,  a.
The coimmatation of sentences for good
behavior in prison,. in accordance with
the Inw of 1809, ‘has ofteéted fivorable
results.in the congucet ‘of prlﬂoxlg’r\s,_ulld :
thelr keepors fin®t o groat suxilinvy in

- worl can be rendered perfeot Theére
o no-such thing as'a ﬂn
' N -
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struction of a -sufficient number of
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