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Governor’s Message.

Ty the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
varia.

GENTLEMEN : !
The past year has afforded us a new

cause of thankfulness to the Almighty

for the moral and material blessings
which he has bestowed upon us.

The balance in Treasury

$2,172,844 10

Ngv. 30, 1862, was
4,289,451 65

Receipts during fiscal year
ending Nov. 30, 1863,

Total in Treasury for fiscal
year ending Nov. 30,
1863

The paymecunts - for the
same period have been 4,314,964 05

6,462,205 75

Balance in Treasury Nov.
30, 1863, 2,14;7,_3

The operations of the sinking fund du-
ring the last year have been shown by
¥y Proclamation of the Sth day of Sep-
tember Jast, as follows:
Amount of debt Common-

wealth redueed,

As follows, viz:
Coupon Loan Act,
May 4, 1862,

Five per cent’
Four and oue half

3170

$054,720 40

100,000 00
790,716 60

per ceut, 63,000 00
Relief notos can-

celled, 963 00
Domestie creditors

certificates, 13 00
Interest cectificates

pnid, 27 90

$954.720 40

Amount of the public debt of
Pennsylvania ngit stond on
the 1st day of Dec. 1862,

Deduct amount redeemed ut
the State Treasury during
the fiscal year, emiing with
Nov. 30, 1863, viz:

Five per cen
stocks,

Four and

$10,448,218 82

t
388,499 78
a half

per ceut etocks, 63,000 00
Relief notes, 109 00
Domestic credit -

ora’ certificnies, 8 26

$951,617 40
" Publie debi Dee. T3l 1808, 7 $39,49676506°78"
Fanded debt, vizn:
6 per ceut loans 400,630 00
Funded debt, viz:

Oper cent
loaus, 35,709,986 45

Fuonded-debt, viz:
4djper cent
loaus, 368,200 00
$36,378,816 45

Unfunded debt viz
Relief notes in cir-

culation, ) 97,251 00
Iotergst certifi- =

ocates outstaud-

iog, 156,356 63
Interest certifi-

‘cates unclaimed 4,448 38
Domeastic creditors

certificates, 724 32

$117,780 33

$36,496,596 78

Military Losn per Act of May

15th, 1861, $3,000,000 00

— {
$39,496,606 78 |
By the act of 15th May, 1861 author- |
izing the wilitary loan of $3,000,000, A
tax of one half a mill was laid on real
and personal property, to furnish a fund
for redeeming the sume. I recommond
that the commissioners of the sinking
fund be directed to invest the proceeds
of the tax in State loan, so that. it may
be drawing interest, to be in like man.
ner invested, or that they should apply
such proceeds direetly to the purchase of.
_certificates of the military loan, and can-
" cel such certificates as shall be purchas d.

Although our finances are still in a
healthy eondition, it i3 necessary to 1n-
vite the serious attention of the Legisla-
ture to the consideration of the means of
maintaining them unimpaired in foture.
. By the act of 12th June, 1840, it was
provided that the interest on the State
loans should always be paid in specie or
its equivalent, and that whenever the
funds in the Treasury should be of less
value than specic, the difference in value
should be ascertained and eertified to the
Governur, who should thereupon issue
Lis warrant to the agents or banks nu-
thorized to pay such intercst on behalf
of the Commonwealth, to allow such dif-
ference to parties recciving the intcrest,
or at the option of the parties to pay the
same in specie. )

By the act of 11th April, 1862, it was
provided that for the purpuse of paying
in specie or its equivalent, all interest
that should thereafter be due by the
Commonwealth, as required by the act
of 12th June, 1840, the several banks
who should avail themselves of the pro-
visions of thatuet, (of 11th April, 1862,)
and who should refuse to redeem their
notes in specic, on demang, at any tiwe
within ten days upon or after the time
when such interest should becowe due,
should thereafter, when required by the
State Treasurer, by notice in writing,
pay into the State Treasmry, in propor-
tion to the capital stoek paid in of each
bank, their ratable proportion of such
premium for gold or its equivalent, as
should Kave been actually paid by the
State.

By the act of the 30th January, 1863,
it was provided that the State Treasurer
should  exchange with the banks an
amount of currency sufficiont to pay the
interest on the State debt falling due on
the first days of Lebruary and August,
1863, for the same amount of coiu, and
should give to the banks sFecle oertifi-
gotgs of exchange, not trans erable pledg-
ing the faith of the State to return gaid
£9in in sxehange for notes current at the

ime, on or before the first Monday of
urch, 1864, such-certificates to bear jo-
ferest ot the rate of 2} per cent. per oa-

um. - .

" Under the provisions of the act of
1862, certain banks paid into the Treas-
pry 140,768 30 48 an equivelent for
goin for the payment of interest on the

" public debt. ' .
! Under the aet of 1368, (specie certifi-
ates have been given to the banks,
amoutting in the whole to $1,968,904 97,
which, with the nzcruing interest, will
" fall due on the first Monday “of March
pext. . .
©'> A’y the. provisions. of this act were-of a
temporary eharacter,” the only acts now
in force on the subject are those of 1840
‘and 1868, sbove mentioned, under which
it will Lo the duty of the State authogi-
ties to pay the interest on t_he ls_t Febr_u_-
"4 ary, 1864, and thereafter, in coin or its

Total indebtedness,
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may be liable under the act of 18062 for
reimbursement of the premium paid by
the Commonwealth. )

In the face of all difficuities, this Com-
monwealth, actuated by a sentiment
which does its people honor, has hitherto
paid its interest in coin or its equivalent.

Existing circumstances make it neces-
gary to consider now the fair extent of
her just obligations. :

The exigencies of the times have com-
pelled the Government of the United
States to issue large amounts of Treasury
notes for circulation, which are not re-
decmable in coin, and--whieh form the
great mass of our circulating medium.

It is our duty as a loyal State—it is
our interest as a State whose welfare, and
even safety, depend emphatically upon
the maintenance of the credit and the
success of the military operations of the
general government—to do ngthing to
impair its credit or embarrass its meas-
ures. On the contrary, we owe 1t to our-
selves and to vur posterity to give an ac-
tive support to its cfforts to quell the
mounstrous rebellion which is still raging,
and thus restorg peace to our distracted
country.

It 18 our own Government, and we
could wvot, without gross indecency, at-
tewpt to refuse its currency in payment
of taxes and other debts due to the Cow-
monwealth,

In 1340 the case was very different. —
The difficulties then arose from the sus-

-pension-of-specie-payinents by our Stale.

banks, mere loeal and private corpora-
tions, and the State very properly by the
act of' that year, intended to provide a-
gainst loss to its creditors by reagon of
such suspensions.  An exigency like the
present could not then have becn forescen
hy the Legistature, and it is to be inferred
therefore that they could not have inten-
ded to provide for it.

We derive our system of public luans
from Isurope, and the true extent of our

“obligation i to be - dscertained-hy - refer:

ring to the krown established practice of
Buropean governments prior to the dates
when our loans were effeeted. 1 ean
of course such of those governments as
were hield to have maintained their nation-
al credit. ‘

It is believed to have been the uniform
practice of such government to pay their
interest in paper currency, however de-
preciated, during a legalized suspension
of specie payments.  An observable in-
stance ol this is afforded by the course of
the British Governwent, which during
twenty-five years, from 1797 to 1822, du- '
ring which' the bank was probibited by
law from paying out coin for any purpose,
paid the interest on its public debts in
bank notes, which during a great part of
that-time wereat a heavy discount, sume-
times amounting to 80 per cent. or there-
about, Their neccessities then were not
greater than ours are now.

Among ourselves, at the present time,
Massachusetts (whoso debt is believed to
be very small) pays the interest in coin.
Ohio and Indiana pay in currency. lu
New York it s not known what will be
done. Iler Legislature by concurrent
resolution, ordered the interest to be paid
in coin to foreign stockholders, in April
last.

At the present rate of premium on gold,
the sum necessary to pay on "an amount
safficicut to discharge the annual inter-
est on the State debt, would be more
than $1,000,000, and to meet this, ad-
ditional taxation to that extent would be
unavoidable. Thz demands on the Treas-
ury for other necessary purposes must
probubly be such as to render it inpru-
deut to throw any part of this expendi-
ture oo the existing surplus.  To borrow
money from year to year to pay the in-
terest on past loans wotld, of course, be
wholly inadmissible. To leave the act
of 1862 in foree, and attempt to throw
the payment of this large premium an-
nually ou the banks, would be not only
flagrantly unjust, but quite impracticable.
I recommend the whole subject to the
carcful and Immediate consideration of
the Legislature.  Some legislation ought
to be had on it before the close of the
present mouth,  Iun my opinion the Cow-
wonwenlth will have fulfilled her obliga-
tions by providing for the payment of
her interest in the currency ot the Gov-
crument. If the legislature should think
fit to continue ta pay it in coin, it will be
their duty to levy forthwith the heavy
taxes necessary for that purpese. 1 must
in passing observe that the plan adopted
by one of the Statesof paying coin to
foreign, and currency to domestic loan
holders, appears to we to be wholly un-
wige, and founded on no legitimate pringi-
le.
d At the slose of the last session, nine-
teen bills renewing the charters of cer-
tain banks for another period of five years
were presented to me.  Of these 1 have
(for reasons which will be hereafter com-
munieated,) withheld my signature from
oune and approved the remainder. 1 have
heen led to sign them by the considora-
tions that the banks$ of the Commou-
wealth pay ‘a large revenue whigh the
State can i)l afford to lose, and that in
the .present eondition of the country it
would be impolitie to drive so much eap-
ital out of agtive yse or forse it into new
employments. : ‘

If the National Bauking system afford
sufficient induccments, eapital will vol-
untarily take that direction; It.is proper
to.observe that the charters of most of
the banks in question expire at an early
périod, while in gonsequence of the inva-
sion of the State, during the last symumor,
they -could not have been reasonably ex-
pected to give the necessary notice of
renewed applications for re«charterv.h )

I resommend an extension of theitime
during which the banks are now relieved |
from penalties for not paying their obli-

gations in coin.

" equivalent, and Jook to the bauks that

&

‘e

The increased expenses of living invite
attention to the salaries of our public offi-
cers, Those of the Secrctary of the Cam-
monwealth, Auditor General and State
Treasurer, and of the Clerks in their em-
ployment are in my opinion, too low, es-
pecially as the exigencies of the times
have greatly enhanced the laborsand re-
sponsibilities of all, and in the case of the
heads of those departments, cnforco a
constant attendance at Harrisburg, which
was not formerly required

Under the Act of 16th April, 1862,

and the sapplement passed 22nd  April,
1863, the Adjutant General Quartermnas-
ter Gencral und Commissary Geveral
have been acting as the Board of Mili-
tary Claims. They have, upto this time,
approved claims to the amount of %166,-
415,81, and others Lave been already
presented to the further amount of $332,
120, 29, which have not” yet been acted
on. :
Under the Act of 22nd April, 1863,
(P. L. 529,) the Court of Common Pleas,
appointed threa appraiscrs to ascertain
the damage done in the counties on the
Southern border by the militia ealled in-
to service in September. 1562, by the
Anderson Cavalry in the same month
and by the IRebels in th2ir raid on the
10th and 17th October, 13862,

The Appraisers have not yet ermple-
ted the performance of their duties.—
When thewr report shall have been wade
to the Court of Common Pleas and at-
firmed, in whole or in part, by that court,
it will e the duty of "the Governor to
cluim the paymeut of the afiounts from
the Geveral Government, and on failure
tu scenre the same, then to report to the

conveyancos made to the Gommonwealth.
On cofimunicating with the authorities
of the other States, they al] readily agreed
to become parties to the arrangement, and
on the 19th day of November last, the
cemetery was dedicated with appropriate
ceremonies in the presence of the Presi-
dent of the United States, the Governors
of tho States concerned, and other high
officers, States and National. On the 19th
day of December, on the invitation of Mr.
Wills, commissioners represonting the
States interested in the cemetery. met in
Harrisburg and agreed upon a plan for
its improvement and care in the fulure,
and the apportionment of the st of
mouney required, to the several States,
which is herewith communicated. The
expenses attending the establishment of
this cemetery, including the cost of the
site and of removing the bodies of the
slain, have thus far amounted to $5,209
38, and an appropriation will be required
to pay these expenses, and to meet our
portion of those attending its future
-maintenance. It will appear by the pyo-
ceedings of the commissioners that their
due proportion of the expenses already in-
curred are to be refunded by the States
on ‘whose account they were made. It is
just to say that Mr. Wills has discharged
his delicate and jmportant duties with
fidelity and to wy entire satisfaction.
The act for the relief of families of vol-
unteers in service may reguire some revi-
ston. Tt is alleged that in some parts of
the State the county authoritics are back:
ward in executing the Inw.” Tt this be =0,
the members from the different counties
will be aware of the fact, snd will be most

vext Legislature, recommending such ac-
tion as he may deem just and proper. !

The expenses of the Transportation-and -
Telesraph Departwent during the past
year have been as follows :

Puid (out of uppropriation made by
Military Loan act of 1861). $13,058,87
Uupaid -(the.appropriation-being ex-. .
hausted) 15,764,79 ;
Outatanding liabilities, estimated 5,000 00
$34,423 65

These expenses have been maiuly in-.
curred in keeping up the necessury cor-
respondence of the military departments
and in the transportation of sick and
wounded and the dead bodies of our vol-
unteers, as will be seen by the report of
the Chiet of Transportation, herewith
communicated. I recommend an appro-
priation to meet the deficviency, and alsq
to carry on the service of this'department
hereafter. ) .

By the thirteenth seetion of the act of
the 15th May, 1861, the sum of 820,000
was appropriated to be cxpended by the
Governor for the compen=ation of such
persous as he might require to serve the
Cowmonwealti in the wmilitary organiza-
tion of the State or the Geueral Govern-
ment, and for-the expenses incident to
the busiécss in which they might be em-
ployed.

I have, according to law, settled an-
nual accounts ot the expenditure of this
fand in the Auditor General's oflice, to
which the Legislature is referred  The
unexpznded balance is now $4,521 98—
A further sum should be appropriated in
like manoer.  Out of this fund I have
paid the persons whom I found it ncces-
sary to cmploy in the military depart-
ment, and the expenses of the agency
which I was compelled to establish at
Washington to attend to the interest and
welfare of our voluuteers.  The continu-
ance ob this agency and the establishment
of a similar one in the West arc of vital
importanve to them. 1 recommend the
passage of an aet authorizing the appoint-
ment of agents at Washington and Nash-
ville, and defimiug their daties, which
should include the collection of all boun-
ties, back pay, pevsions, ete., due to Penn-
sylvanians.

Ou this subjeet I refer the Legislature
to the report of Colonel R. Biddle Rob-
erts, late Agent of the State, at Washing-
ton, herewith commuuicated and com-
mend it to your careful examination.

“On the invasion of the State during the
last summer, the President wmade a eall for
wilitia, and with his assent I subsequent-
ly made a call for volunteer ulitia for
the delcuce of the State. Under these
calls men were asscmbled and organized
with promptness, after the reality of the
ewergeucy came to be understood by our
people.  The General Government cloth-
ed, and subsisted this force, and agreed
to pay it, but as no appropriation for that
purpose had been wmade by Congress, the
Presi-lent and Secretary of war promised
if the money should be advanced from
other quarters to recommend its Tmme-
diate repayment on the mecting of Con-
gress. It is understood that steps have
been already taken to fulfil this pledge.
Several of the banks cheerfully and read-
ily advanced the necessary funds to the
amount of $671,476,43, on my promise to
recommend to the Legislature an appro-
priation to repay them in case Congress
should fuil to make one, I accordingly
make that recommendation most emphat-
“igally. Should~it “be necessary; L ~will
bercafter, in a specinl message, give the
“details and correspondence relating to this'
subject.

New York and New Jersey, under the
President’s chll, sent reginments to ussist
in our defence, for which our thanks are
.due to those States, our good neighbors.

After the battle of Gettysburg, in'which
loyal volunteers from ecighteen States,
including Penusylvania, were engaged, if
appeared to me proper thatall those States
ghould yoite in establishing 2 cemetery
of the spot, in which their soldiers who
had fallen.in that conflict, should be hon-
orably interred. I accordingly appoint-
ed David Wills, Esq , of Gettysburg, my
agent, and through him, a site was par:

ready to make such further enactmonts
as may be proper.

I commend to the prompt attention of
the legislature the subject of the relief
of” poor orphans of ourrolidiers who have
given, or shall yive their lives to the
country during-this crizis. 1u my opin-
lon, their maintenance and education

Failing other natural friends of ability to

cprovide for them, they should be honor-

ably reecived aud fostered as children of
the Commonwealth. The $50,000 here-
tofore given by the Pennsylvania Railroad
Compuny, referred to in ‘my last anpual
wessage, is still unappropriated, and 1
recowmend that this sum, with such other
means as’ the Legislature may think fit,
be applied to this end, in such manner as
may be thought most expedient and ef’
fective. In unticipation 9f"the adoption

of a more perfeet syst@m, 1 recommend

that provision ba made 4or securing the
admdssion of such chihg}n into existing
educational establishme¥ts, to be" there
clothed, nurtured and instracted as the
public expense. I make thig recommen-
dation earnestly. feeling assured that in
duing sq, T represent the wishes of the
patriotic, the benevolent and the good, of
this State.

I invite the attention of the Legisla-
ture to the condition of the loyal people
of Fast Tenvessce, which is represented
to be most deplorahle, and appeals with
irresistible furee alike to your sympathics
aud your sense of justice. Their whoie
country has been laid waste by the con-
tending armies of the Giovernment and
the rebels.  Four times large armies have
passed over that district, destroying or
carrying ff all that lad been gathered
for the approaching winter, aud now the
women and children are left in a state of
destitution.

The representations made by sundry
sentlemen of the highest respectability,
from that State, are of the most heart-
rending character.  Starvation actual and
present, now exist.  (‘an we in the midst
of atHuent abundance, for a moment hesi-
tate as to what vur action shall be towards
the people whose only crime has been loy-
alty aud devotion to the Government 7—
KEven if a portion of cur charity should
reach the starving families of those in
sympathy with the rcbellion, better it
should, than that these devoted, self-sacri-
ficing people who have so unhesitatingly
adhered to the Government, be left to
gaffer.  Wheunever pestilence and famine
distressed the people of any portion of
our country, we have always been fore.
most in relieving them, and the people of
Pennsylvania have extended their open
handed bencvolence and broad charity to
the starving people of forcign countrics.
Shull it be said that the appeals of these
people for bread fall upon the heart of
Pennsylvania in vain, and that we who
have so recently given thanks for our
abundance have no relief for them in
theirextremities ! I commend tho subject
through you to the people of the State; as
worthy the imwediate attention and active
exertions of the charitable and the liber-
al ‘

I should be glad if the Legislature
would mulke a general revision of vur Rev-
enue Laws, with o view to their increas-
ed productiveness. It ought to be observ-
ed that for a period of more than twenty
years, no matcrial change has been made
in the Revenue Laws of this Commeon-
wealth.  During that time some interests
have grown iuto new importance, and

tion of the public expense. since all. taxa-
tion should as far as possible, press equal.
ly upon the property. und employments of
our people. S .
. Fuiling such revision, I recommeond to
the consideration of the Legislature, the
following suggestions connected .with the
subject. - - o
1, There are scyeral companies in the
State which, in addition to large mining
privilegos, “have. tho control of the routes
«f tfangportation, by which alene the pro.
ducta’ of the mines of individuals in their
respective distriots, can.reach h.‘mqr}sqt.
These-companies thus enjoy, substantial
wonopolies, by means of which they not
only reccive the fair profits of their . own

ghased at a gost of $2,475 87, and the

[
Ta

property, but are enable to make addi-

whould be -provided for -by-the State.— -

-shrould be made tobear their just propor | p

tional heavy gains at the expense of in-
dividuals. In my opinion such privi-
leges ought never to have been granted,
but as they exist it appears to be just
that thae class of companies which enjoy
them, should pay thercfor an additional
apecific tax.

2. Very large sums are due the Com-
monwealth for unpatented Jands. For-
bearance, clemency, and liberality have
been in vain tried in the numerous at-
tempts to procure the payment of at least
u part of this debt, from the large portion
of those' who are indebted on that ac-
count. The continuance of this state of

to the vast majority of her people who
have honestly paid for their lands. It
has becowe unendurable. I recommend
that the Legislature provide that the
Surveyor General shall file of record in
“the office of the Court of Common Pleas
of each county, a description of the lands
subject to the lien of the Commonwealth
for purchase moncy and a statement of
the amount of principal and interest now
due to the Commonwealth, together, with
the patent fees on cach tract and ten per
cent. vn the amount so due for the labor
and cost of making and filing such state-
ment, and the aggregzate amount thus
stated, for each tract, shall be held to be
the amount now due thereon to the Com-
monwea th, which shall bear interest at
the rate of twelve per cent. per anvum,
till paid, and shall continuggdo be the first
lien on the lund, till paid, and shall not

“+be-divested -by-ary-judiciat ~or-other-sale-

whatever. 1 also recommend the adopt-
ion of a suggestion contained in the Sur-
veyor (teneral's report that a specific tax
be laid on all unpatented lands.

3. By existing laws muuicipal corpo-
rations are required to deduct and pay in-
to the Tressury the tax on all loans con-
tracted by them. 1Itis belicved that a
large addition would accruc to the reve-
nue by the extenxion of this provision to
all counties and tu all corporations private
or public. :

1 recommend that it be so extended.

4. A tax on the grozy reeeip's of all
railroad and canal companies would, it is
believed, be productive and not oppress-
ive.

Upun satisfactory reports, according to
law, made by Colonel John A. Wright,
I have drawn my warrants for the deliv-
ery to the Philudelphia and lirie Rail-
roud company of another willion of the
bonds deposited in the State Ireasury —
Four miliions of said bouds have there-
fore-been now delivered. There can be
no reasonable doubt of the early comple.
tion of the work, and, when completed,
it is confidently cxpected that the bouds
held by the State, secured on the road
for $3,000,000, will become goud inter-
est-paying securities.

1 renew most earnestly the recommen-
dation made in my last annual message
of a revision of the militia laws. They
are at present shamefully defective. ln-
deed, it by a militia lJaw is weant a law
intended to’provide for so enrolling and
organizing the military force of the State
that it may be put into service when re-
quired, we may be said to have no
wilitia law. In each of the last two
years [ have been obliged to cail out the
militia, but in fact those who obeyed the
call were volunteers and, with some ex-
ceptions, were wholly unorganized, so
that almost in face of the encmy, time
had to be consumed in distributing the
wen into cowpanies and regiments, in
electing officers and in other prepara-
tions for etfective organizatron.

In the report of the Adjutant General
will be found a list of the Peunsylvania
regiments and a stateruent showing the
several armies and departments in which
they are now serving. In this conneo-
tivn, I suggest the propriety of legisla-
tive authority being given for the prepa-
ration of a bistory of each of our regi-
ments and O6ther organizations, to be
preserved awong our archives. The ne-
cessary documuents are now accessible,
and as they may in time be lost or de-
stroyed, the making of such a record as I
propose should not be deferred It is
due alike to the living and the dead that
this subject should be promptly acted on.

I recommend that the proposed amend-
ments to the Constitution, giving to citi-
zens in the public service out of the State,
the right to vote, be prssed promptly and
submitted to a vote of the people at as
carly a day as possible, so that such citi-
zens way excrcise their of suffrage at all
future clections. This would be only do-
ing justice to the brave men who are
periling their lives in our defence

It is highly important that we should
replenish the ranks of our regiwents in
the field and supply the places of those
volunteers whose terms will soon expire
and who may deoline further service. 1
am bappy to say that a large proportion
of our regiments are reenlisting. - lifforts
are making by myself and by the peopla
in various portions of the State to procure
a. suflicient nuwber of volunteers, and
with a promise of success, provided a
reasonable time be allowed for the pur.
sose:~ ~Meanwhile-persong- Professing - to-

be officers nud ageots frowm some “other
States are-most improperly -endeavoring
to seduce our citizens into their service
by extravagant bounties and promises.
“fPhe 12th” section of the act of 15th
May, 1861, prohibits any volunteers from
leaving the State without the authority
of the Governor, and I now recommend
the passage as 4 law improsing ponalties
by fine and iwprisonment on all individ-
uals.who shull andeavor to.procure or aid
and assist in procuring any person in this
State to eulist inthe volunteer servioe of
nn:y other State.” Many of our counties
and townships have filled their quotas.at
a largo. expense, and .in others. they are
in.course of doing the same by offers . of
liberal bounties and provisions for the

t

affairs is unjust to the Commonwealth and’

families.gf-vglunteers, and it is not right!
that these patriotic efforts should be em-
barrassed by interference from beyond
‘our. borders, especially as we cannot, in
these circumstances offer bouunties by the
State, without the injustice of compelling
the gounties and townships which have
alrcady contributed Jargely in that way,
to assist in paying by taxation, for the
deficiency of others.

I feel it to be my duty to call your atten-
tion to the pernicious practice of Jeaving
many bills to be hurried through at the
close of the session. During the last ten
days of the last session, 390 bills were
presented for my signature, many of them
of the most important character. The
wholo number of bills presented to me
duving the session was 715. In conse-
quence of this habit not only are bills
passed without an opportunity to either
House for a proper coasideration of their
provisions,..but the lzecutive is com-
pelled either to sign thém without exam-
ination, or to hold them uver perhaps to-
the public inconvenience. It may often
happen that a bill not approved by reason
of a single obnoxivus clituse, wight if
there were time, be repassed, owmitting
the objestivnable provision. In connee-
tion with the subject of Legislation, 1
must refer to another mischief.  General
laws have been passed to give relief in
certain tases which furmerly required a
special act in cach case.  As for instanes
the salo of landa by executors, adminis
ttrators and trustees, “the adoption of
fc‘hﬂﬂrcn',“ tho-ereation-of-mimine-amd-man=
ufacturing corporations, and so forth.—
These laws were passed to ensure such
an examination in each caseas wou'd en-
able justice to be done to the parties and
to the public, and ulso to save the time
and expense consumed in private legisla-
tion. They have hitherto effected neith-
er purpose, but I do serionsly urge on the
Liegislature the consideration that who-
cver applies for a special act under such
_circumstances must either fear the result.
of an iwpartial inquiry or (if the appli-
cation be fur a charter) must desire the
owmission or insertion of s3me provision
contrary to what the Leguslature has de-
termined after mature consideration to be
just and legitimate. .

I refer to the Auditor General's and
State Treasurer's reports for the details
of our financial affuirs, and to the reports
of the Surveyor General Adjutant Gen-
eral, Quartermaster General, Commissary
General, General Agentat Washington,
Chief of Transportation and Telegraph
Depuartment, and Superintendent of Com-
mon Schools, in vegard to their several
departments.

In May last it was believed from infor-
mation received, that Gen. Lee intended
to invade this State. Comwmunications
on the subject were immediately sent to
Washington, urging that preparations for
effective defence should not be delayed. —
Accordingly the War Department erect-
ed’Two uew military departments, viz: —
The Department of the Movongalhela, in-
cluding that portion of the State lying
west of the mountains, to be commanded
by Maj. Gen. Brooks, and the Department
of the Susquchanna, comprising the re-
mainder of the State, and to be comman-
ded by Maj. Gen. Counch.

Xarlyin Jung, Maj Gen. Coucharrivedat
Harrisburg and assumed command of his
department, which he has since exercised
with the soldierlike promptness, energy
aud discretion which were to be expected
from his known character.

The rebols having actually entered the
State in some force, and the approach of
their whole army being imminent, the
President made a requisition for militia
from this and some of the neighboring
States, and several' regiments from New
York and New Jersey were promptly
sent, and our own volunteer militia be-
gan to assemble, but some embarrass-’
meonts arising, the President assented to
a call by the lixecutive of the State,
which was accordingly made. 1/nder
these culls 5,166 of the men of Pennsyl-
vania were assetitbled in the Departwent
of General Brooks, and 31,422 in that of
General Couch. To give the detals, or
even a summary of the operations which
ensued, would be impracticable within
the limits of a message. It is unnecces-
‘sary 10 do so0, as | have recomwepded the
adoption of measures for preserying the
history of our several regiments and oth-
er organizations, and in that history the
events to which I have referred will be
recorded. It is due, however, to the
men who came forward, that I should say
now that they made long and laborivus
marches in parts of this and pther States
which had been plundered hy the rebels,
suffered great privations, and"“Were fre-
quontly in confliot with the enemy; and
on all ocecasions acted in obedience to
wilitary discipline and ordeps, and with
courage nnd cudurinca.

Sowme of the militia called in 1862,
and in 1863, were killed and others dis-
abled. In all these cases, where there
are no laws for the relief of these men or
their families, I recommend the eonaot-
mcnt of a law for that purpose.
~Theeampaigh on our soil was eloded
by the vio'ory of Gettysburg, gained by
the veteran Army of the Potomac, under
the command of Major General Meade,
the officers and men of "whieh displayed
all their accustomed valor and endurance
in tho conflict, and in the férced-and rap-
id marches which imniediately preceded
it. ‘ ; ' )

Under Divine Providence, to them and
to the military genius and unsurpassed
engrgy ot General Meade, and the prowmpt.
ness and sclf-sacrifiving gallantry of Gen-
eral Reynolds;-we are indebted for suct
coss on that bloody field. e ‘

‘Weare proud to- olaim Génera
and Reynolds as sons. of our pwn Penn-
sylvgnia, = oo o

[éinM cade |

cious'of all rewards, the gratoful. appr-
ciation ‘of. liis countrymen. Tha Iqttst
fell in the very frontof the battle, and’
we can only pay homage to. his memory,
W hatever honors have beon at any time
devised to; commemorate <the. virtyes of a -
patriot—of a true, fearless, loyal citizem
and soldier, he has abundantly deserved.

1lis surviving companions in (srms
claim the right, of themselves erecting’
movument to him on the field on which
Le fell, and it would not be well to.inter-
fore with their pious. intention. But I
hope that the Legislature will plaee upon
the records of the State some appropriate
testimony of the public gratitude to him
and his surviving commander.

It would be unjust to omit referring
again to the loyal spirit of our people,
which has been evinced in cvery mod#
since this war commenced. Not only
have they sent 277,409 nen for the gon-
eral and special service of the Govern-
ment, and supported with cheerfulness
the burdens of taxation, but our store-
houses and depots have literally over..
flowed with comforts and necessaries:
spontancously contributed by them, unp-,
der the active care of thousands of our
wowen, (faithful unto death,) for the sick
and wounded and prisoners, as well ag
for our armies in the field. Their patri-
otic benevolence scems to be igexhausti-
ble. To cvery new call, the response
becomes more and more liberal. When
intellizence was received of the barbarian
starvation of our prisoners in Richmond,
the garners of the whole State were i
stantly thrown open, and before any sith-
ilar movement had been made elsewhers,
1 was already cmployed on behalf of our
people in effurts to secure the admission
through the rebel lines of the abundant
supplies provided for the relief of our suf-,
fering brethren.  Those of our citizens
who bave fallen into the habit of dis-
paraging our great Commonwealth and
the unsiirpassed efforts of lier peopls
should blush when they look on this pic-
ture.

That this unnatural rebellion may be’
speedily and effectually crushed, we lie
—all under the obligation of the one par-
amount duty—that of vigorously support-
ing our Government in its measures to
That end. T the Tull extent st my ofi=
cial and individual ability it shall be so
supported, and [ rely heartily on your co-
operation. I am ready for all proper
measurcs to strengthen its arm—to en.-
courage its upholders—to stimulate by
public liberality, to themselves and their
families, the men who give it to their
persoral service—in every mode to invig-
orate its action, We are fighting the.
great battic of God—of truth—of right |
—of liberty. The Almighty. has no.at-.
tribute that can favor our savage and de-
generaté cnemics.  No people can sub-
wit to territorial dismemberment without
becoming contemptible in its own e¥yes
and in those of the world. But it is not
only against territovial dismemberment
that we are struggling, but against ths
destraction of the very ground work of
onr whole political system. The -uli-
mete question truly at issue is the possi-
bility of the permanent existence of'a
powerful Republic  That is the question
to Le now solved, and by the blessing. of
God, we mean that it shall not be gur
fault if it be not selved favorably.

We bave, during the past year, made
mighty strides toward such a solution
and to all humun appearance we approach
its completion. But whatever reverses
may happen—whatever blood and treas-
ure may &till be required—whatever sila-
rifices may be necessary—there will te.”
main the inexorable determination of gur
people to fizht out this thing ta the énd
—to preserve and perpetuate this Union.
They have sworn that not one star shall
be reft from the constellation, nor its elus-
tered brightness bejdimmed by treason and
savagery, and they will keep their oath.

A. G. CURTIN,

Monroo Teachers Association.

Met according to adjournment at the Bell
School Houwe D2c. 26, 1863. The roll bas -
ing cnlled, Mersrs Shriver and Berkbeimer-
were found absent. In the absence of the
Secretary, J. A Lberly was appointed Secrel
tary pro tem.

Thoe minutes of last meeting wore read and
adopted. Mr. Unodyear then condusted a
claga-drill in Algebra, with his usual ability,
reflecting great credit upon hiwmself.

AFTERNOON SEB330N.

The House wus called to order by the Vice.
President, Magsrs Shriver and Berkheimor
still absent. Awu elegant Leclure was deliva
ered by Mr. Sollenberger on “8chools and
achoolwasters.” Wrong impressions are made
upon the minds of young pupila before going
to school, inculcating fear or hatrel of.the
tencher. Parents should be friendly to the™
teacher, should not” speak disrespecifully of
him in presence of their children. Teaoher
should be a moral and conscientious map.+—
Rewards of the teacher not of Dollars and
cents. Alluded to the effect of kind words.

The discussion of Algebra was resumed by
Mesers Goodyear, Boyer, Graybill, Eberly,
Rich'wine and Solleuberger.

All agreed as to its importance, but some
doubted the propriety of inlroduciug it at the
expense of otber braoches. An E«say was
read by Miss Kate Gleim on “Study.”

Grammar was introduced by Mr. Sollen.
berger and discussed by the mombers of the
Insuitute. The age at which pupils should
commence Lhe study gave riseto a lengthy
and spirited discussion.

A selection was read by Mr. D. Richwine,
after whioh, the Board of Directors very gen-
erously appropristed funds for the Library.
The following Rosolutions were passed.

Resolved. That the thanks of the teachgra
of this Institute are due and ard hereby ten.
dered 1o the Board of Directors for their lib-
eral contribution to the District Library.

Resolved. That the thanks of the Instijute,
bae tendered to Messrs D. Brandt, Jas. Clark, .
C. Brandt, H. N. Graybil}, Jacob Niesly and
Mr..Moul, for their hospitality to the, fyem-
bera. o

The following appointments for next meet-
ing have been made, Easay, Carrie J. Enek ;
Selection, 8 B. Klive; Lepture, J. Eherly ;
Class drill in Goography, D. Richwime; Pa.
rental Cooperation to be opeaed byJ. H.
—Shﬁv‘!w‘-- e ae e ma - aned tean ---«---:vu - el - ~A~-‘t

‘On motion, .adjourned to meet at Sckiool

oot
~ " J. A EBERLY, Secretary.

tiouse No. 12, Jan. Oth 1864,

‘Murs: ‘Partington is of opinion 'that
Mount Vesuvius should take sarsaparijla
to oure itsolf of eruptions. The old lady
thinks it has been vomitjng.so long noth:
ing else would stay on it stomach ;

The greatest' number of our most tx
friends "aro thosé who have ‘been tr
jpud found guilty. S

. pea.* Can you tell me,” asked a bloom-
jog . lags of o suitor, what ship carries
more passangerathan the Great-Kastern 2°?

#Well,» madam, I really don’t think. I
can. i . - . . e e

“Why, it is courtship,” replied . tha

b‘ﬁiie(i
fod

The-firat liveéfii;!'bnjb& the most pre-
! 7T

|

maiden, with a conscious blush.



