- tg-our-gutherings-hungry for a bit- of-pi--t-

Wiscellaneous.

[From Hurper's Magazine.}
TABLEAUX VIVANTS,

When the war began we began. We
met at the Hall and worked for the sol-
diers. We laid on the altar of our coun-
try every old towel, sheet, and tablecloth-
that we counld spare, and sowe that we
could not. Werolled bandages, we folded
compresses. *Capable” oncs awong us
stood scissors in hand the livelong after-
noon, and cut out drawers and shirts of
that Brobdignagian pattern which the
hospital directions. called for. Matron
and maid and sewing machines worked
vigorously in the muking-up  And round
the tables sat the younger army, their
bright bair tucked away in nets, their
arms and shoulders protected by gay
sacks, each group a pretty bit of color
that aun artist might have juyed to study.
(Unlucky we have no artists but ¢ Da-
guerroian” ones, to whom color does not
matter much ) Scrape, scrape, went their
knives, fast as the chatter of their youth.
ful tongucs, and higher and hlghcr‘rque
the fleecy snow of lint.  All was activity
good-humor and achicvment.

As sumnter went on, domestin wines
flowed in ; dozen of pairs of neat hospi-
tal slippers walked up the hall-stairs into
our buxes. Jellies, a sparkling tuass of
tremulous garnet; dried fruits, that held
in their shriveled plumpness gallons of
refreshments for the sick and  weary, ar-
rived {rom every quarter of the cdmpass.
With winter storms came on the gray
yarn socks and wittens, the votive trib-
utes of pillow and comforter, that were to
make our soldicr's hardships a little more
endurable.

Our society was unlike all sucicties
kaown to past ages. A strife for office is
traditional in such bedies, but here were
three venerable ladies, cach declaring she
would not be the President. You bave
heard of-wossip at sach meetings; but
very puor {un did they realize who went

quant scandal.  Solid work was the or-
der of the day, varied with news of “‘vur
boys,” and the like cungenial themes.—
And I suppose every htile village of a
thousand souls held similar conclaves.—
Such, my [ricnds is the polden bund of
patriotism.  We look buck vn vur record
with the proud consciousuess that if' See-
retaries in the Cabinet, and Generals in
the ficld had wrought toward their object
with the same harnsony and  enthusiasm
that we gave to onis, the” Tninety days™
would be very nearly over. I trust there
is nothing in that sentence to call for a
suspension of habeas corpus !

But financial difficultics  arose. Mr.
Chase was troubled for the sinews of war
and so were we.  Gold went up to 170,
and Canton flannel to three shillings.—
Qur subscriptions, paid in every fort-
night, did not weet the exigency. There
were full mectings and scanty work;
three ludies to cevery shirt, four hands
ready to pounce on cvery button hole or
knittime-needle that showed itself.  In
this strait we paused. There was no
Congress to give us a Lundred willions
or 8o, but a fairer ally came to our aid.
No fuctivus House or tiresome Senate,

*“ but a graceful representation from the

youthful patriotism of the town. The
girls said they would eet up an enter-
tainment— tableaux vivants, charades, and

_.what not—and give the proceeds to the

socicty. Adwmirable 1dea T Swift imagi-

pation beheld the Hall lit up and crowd-

03, chairs in the aisles twenty on every
settee designed for twelve, und o stream
of peofile aud dollars still pouring steadi-
Iy .

cWell, girls, what shall we have ?’
gaid ¥mma Morris, deapondingly.

Konma Morris is as pretty a maiden as
we own. To deseribe her by allitera-
tives, she is straicht, slender and sceven-
teen ; she fis blonde blooming and be-
nevolent—in this instance at any rate.—
She worked fizuratively speaking, ¢ like
a Trojan” for our suldiers

The course of events had not run quite
as smooth fur oar young friends us their
zeal des>rved. It was desirable tu vary the
tableuux and charades by some =pirited
colloquy. ITdo not know whether the
world at large understands the nature of
a colloquy as we understand it up here
in the country. It is a compromise be.
tween a dialogue and a drama, offending
not the strictest anti-theatrie virtue —
Deacons can be present at it; nay, it is
frequently enacted on temporary “boards’
within a chureh itself, though that is a
mingling of things sacred and profane
which I, for one, should never counte-
pance. It affords some little scope for
the display of taleut, and us good a field
as any for the display of dress.  On this
particular oceasion, unfortunately, an ac.
ceptible one was gowhere to be found

*}Why not take ¢ London Assurance I’

°euggested Muaria Hall. ¢ Or something
of Mr. Bourcicault’s? L suppose cvery one
of his good.’

‘But they are all too long— repular
plu_ys. We wantsomething short and in-
teresting—and 1 don’t know where to
find it.’ .

¢ Are you not too fastidious?' said
Frank Iall. <In such o case 1 aw sure
your nudience will not be eritical.”

¢ Perhaps not,” returned » Buma, ‘bat
we do nut wish to make too great de
wands upon their charity.  When the
entertainment is just as good as ever we
can get it, then they wust make allowan-
ces for any fulure.  As for this particu-
Jar mattor, I've looked through the old
School Dialogues and Orators, and writ-
&en to every girl 1. know that ever was
concerned in an academy exhibition, and
oan get up no hclp at all.” They have
forgotten what pieces they used, or don’t
know where to find them, and the few
1 oan get are cither trushy or worn out.
Nothing is to be had ; and yet 'we must
have something, or the whole affair will
fall through.

¢ Desperste cases require desperate

romedies,” said Frank. "¢ I dun’t see but
I wust write you one myaelf,’

¢ Oh, Frank, if you would ¥ said bLis
cousin Maria -

¢+ And oh, Mr. Hall, how good of you I’

ehorused the girls. Kwmwa, alone said
nothing. . ST :
Frank Hall was a young man whom
Fate brought to our. village about this
time.” Wounded at Fair Ouks, he had a
_ tedious recovery, and was even now unfit
to'ba-about, though very anxious to con-

U

sider himself ready to rejoin the regi-g
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ment  is aunt and cousin Marinn pet.
ted him to the last degree ; with the girls
lie was of course a hero. Women de-
licht in a military coat, and Frank's uni
form of Captain became his tall form ex-
ceedingly.  1lis palenecss, too, was very
interesting, especially when you remem
hered what had caused it. It is a good
deal to his credit, [ think, that, amidst
all the feting of which he was the object,
he still longed to get back to camp—to
hard tac't snd hemlock brush

¢ >0 that is settled !’ said Helen Vesey,
with an air of satisfaction. ‘Such a load
off my wind ! I lay awake half the night
wondering what we could possibly do.’

* You mustnot be too sanguine,’ re-
sponded Frank. ¢ Perlaps 1 shall n t
be able to get up any thing to please
you'’ .

“There's no danger about that,” said
Helen, contentedly. And Marian ad-
vised her cousin not to put on airs of
false modesty.

“ You do not express any opinion, Miss
Morris,” observed IFrank. *L'm afraid

Ty with o view of pléasing ey ™™

you haven't the conlidence o wy pow-
ers which the ather young ladies are good
enouith to feel!

¢ You are mistaken,” said Emma, col-
ortng a little. e

“ That is a* very feeble disclaimer.—
Confess, now that you are suspicious of
‘miy amateur play-wiights, and dread that

P

performance.’

On the contrary T have entire faith in
your abilities. 1t [ did not spueak it was
because 8o many voices rendered wine un-
neeessary. 1 am sure we are very much
ubliged to you,” she adddd after a slight
pause.

I'rank was not quite pleased with this
acknowledgeinent, which he considered
rather tardy and formal.  Especially as
the little service had been offered entire-

¢ I don’t think you vught to call your-
self an amateur, Irank,” observed his
consin.  “] amw sure I've read very uice
thines of yours in print’

¢ Nonscuse, Marian; be quiet ! he ex-
claimed : while the girls were delighted-
ly curivus to know what* these ‘nice
things’ were.

*On, the werest stufl.” ¢ Lines to my
Shoulder-straps;’ ¢ Rhapsody’ on a view
of Drill at Sunrise.’

‘How ean you be so absurd, Frank?
¥ou know it wus not in the least like
that.! '

¢ No, it wasn't. Tt was very profound,
very brilliant, very striking altogether.—

LT am like sowmzbody s hero, Miss Vesey

—1I can t now remember whose ; he wrote
articles that lad been refused by our
very best Magazines.

¢ And accepted, too, I faney, said Hel-
en.  Frank wuas disposed to drop the
subject : at the same thing Tie "Wis 1 ather
piqued that Kwma manifested no wnter-
est whatever. ‘I suppose she considers
my poctasting quite beneath her notice,’
he though, with a dignified consciousness
thut any such feeling on her part was

tolerably crrogant.  Frank wrute very
well  Nogreat flights of genins, nothing

that was Dikely to set the river on five;
but he could turn you as neat and grace.
ful specimens of verse as most arhficers
now going. llis stunzas were copied
from the metropoliian  journals where
they first appemed into all t! e leading
papers, afterward they shonz in the cor-
uers of country weeklies, and were apt
to turn up months later in.the columns
uf some ‘Piouecr,’ far away onthe borders
of civilization. Sometimes they even
struyed so far as an Koglsh Journal,
whence they would be tenderly transplan-
ted by Mr. Littell into the Living Age.
It was rauther hard, with all this, to have
them desxpised by a little country girl.

The colloquy was to be forthcoming in
a duy or two ; this wmatter once decided,
the council of war devoted itself to fur-
ther business.  There must be an atten
dance of talleaux, aud here was exhaust-
less ground for taste aud combination ;
there must be charades; there must be
musie, both of voice and instrument, not
only for variety but to amuse the audi-
euce while the other entertainment was
preparing. The difficulty of selection, the
amount of’ practicing, rather intimidated
the performers. :

* Suppose we give it up after all” said
Helen.

. * Oh, that will never do,” urged Mar-
rian Hall.

* But when can we get ready 7 1 had
no idea of the trouble it required—and
then supposing we should fais !’

*We mudn't,” suid KEmmwa, decidedly.
‘We huve promised the Society, and it is
too late now to talk of giving up 1
know thereis a great deal of laubor in-
volved, and it ull seems confused now,
but we shall urrange it by-und-by. Peo-
ple have done such things betore, and
why can they not again ?  And why not
we as well as others ¥’

* Bravo !’ said Frank. ¢Go on, Miss
Morris, [ will aid you to the best of my
ability.’ ‘ :

‘Thank you.” She replied so cordially
that the voung zaptain fogaye her pre.
vious indifference. -

Work now bogan in earnest. Qld
magazines and volumes of engravings
were ransacked for striking pictures ; one
aftér another was proposed and attempt-
ed ;-difficalties arose and were put down;
something like terra firma began to ap-
pear in the sea of uncertainty. The mu-
sical portion took sweet counsel,goggther
-over solu, duet, quartette, and trio ; violin,
piano, guitar, were’ canvassed with refer-
ence to- their avyailabilities. Kvery one
was willing to be useful, nobody anxious
for displuy ; so things proujised to arrange
themselves in time. " ’

¢Oh ! said Nellie Snow, suddenly, ‘we
must esrtainly _have a statuc.’

. ‘Astatue " asked eyery “body. " «How
is that {’ "' e

— {8 by -CLO LU,

my work-with-bring- contempt..on. your.

agheedipped Wis pen

‘Why, when 1 was in Fulton Jast wiu-
ter they got up an entertainiment to cush-
ion the chureh, and my cousin Julia rep-
resented Hope.  1Us very easy and hus
a beauutul etfect.’

¢ But we don't know anything about
it
< It's not the least trouble; all you
waut i3 u sheet—uo, i couple ot sheets —
there wust be a place for the arms to go
through.  You 1un u strivg through the
top hem, aud gather it up around the
neck ; 108 drawn ivto a girdle at waist,
and then arranged 10 very ample fulds a-
bout the feet. Simplest thiug in the
world !’

“ But I don’t think uny one of us
girls would lovk very huudsoue stand-
g up on the stage with a sheet arvund
Ler, sutd Buma Morris.

*This is because you haven't seen it
I tell you it's beauwurul; lovks just like
waible.  There wust be a pedestal, of
course, and Hope's anchor panted white,
and the statue wust be puwdered an ineh
thick  No matter it 11 45 i streaks it
wou't show in that light.  There, Kwma
Morris DoRCIL have w be you! Yoeu'll
coust us less for powder than any other
girl, and o these thmes we're buund to

g object n wi
carrted over her head. Al fur the good
ot the soldiers,” wus the ery, aud she had
o i1gld.. Then Helen-~Vesey-auust be
the Queen of Sheba, because she had such
wagntlicent dark hair and cyes. The
question arose whether the Queen ol
bhcbu's“cumpluxlun also vught not to be
wagnificently dark, but this was voted ol
1o couscquence.  Uthello, 1t was argued
18 sumeties played uasa wvegro, svwe-
times the color of haw-ring ; it protession-
ul actors could thus vary from a given
stavdard, surcly a litte bund of awmateurs |
ged not keep cluse to the letter.

Theu theye woust be a gipsy forlaie-
teller, and Ncellie Snow  was fixed upon
tur the lovely maiden who was seeking
tu know ber destiny.  About the south-
suyer herselt there was more difficulty,
but Marian Hall foally accepted the pact,
She had onee seen Miss Cushman io that
‘musical and romantic’ drama wherein she
lias produced some of her most acwmired
cffects, and trusted that the wemory
would render her own impersonation suf-
fiviently weird and stnking.

After a vast deul of consulting and
plauniug, the party broke up, to weet
next day for turther practice.  Marian
proceeded to take au inventory of her lu-
ces, musling ribbons, withregard to their
value in a theatrical point of view.—
[rank went off to his own room, and
plunged at vuee into the labor of” compo-
sitlon.

CAhDwell) e said, with a half sigh,
i Jul stand, —
Lam glad to belp our cause along even’
with w tnfle Like this.”  As he wrote a
patr uf hazel eyes looked at him from the
page  Puoor young capraain D He had
found in our secluded village a foe more
fearless 1o raid than Stuart’s cavalrey,
more adrott than even the famous Stune-

wall.

Just as he was getting well warmed to
his work there came a wee tap at the
door. e rose, rather annoyed by the
luterruption.

‘I am sorry to disturb you, Frank,’ said
his cousin; ‘but can you.tell me what
has become of those numbers of the Press
and Hrper's Weelly 2

‘lhey are here on wy table. 1 thought
you had read them all’

“Yes, long ago; but I want to lend

I assure you. She spoke to me about it
the last thing before she left, and charged
me by no weuns to forget it. L shall
send them over at onee.’

¢ Verywell,” said’ Frank, complyingly,
‘here they are.  Givemy compliments to
Miss Vesey and say | wish they were
better worth her reading.?

¢ Oh, it wasn’t Helen,” returned bis un-
suspicious cousin, ‘L want thew for tm-
wa Morrig.’

¢ All the same,’ said Frank, indifferent-
ly, as if this were not the very informa-
tion he had been fishing for; ‘the mwes-
suge will do just as well for her”  Aud
he went gayly back to the half-covered
page of fovlscap.

The next few days were given to uctiv-
ity, research, and rehearsal  Allthe girls
were flylng sbout in the intervals of prae-
tice to hunt up the accessories ot the oc-
casion ; we elders, excused from a part
in the perfo mance, weve privileged to
coutribute to the ‘properties.’ For myself,
I lent my bridal wreath and veil, a silver
comb, and a coral bracelet ; while my sis-
ter contributed an antedilu ian  Swiss
wuslin, a velvet waist, and an ostrich
plume.  The stronger sex, tov, was pruss-
ed into the service. One obliging cava
lier journeyed N. N. I.fpra frume to the
tableaux ; another wdnt 8. 8. W. for
scenery which some accommodating eom
pany had offered ; all the boys were busy
in the Cedur Swamp;. and the Hall, wheu
you pussed by it of afternouns, exhaled a
tfragrance as of a dozen Christmas trees.
Frank’s play was in time completed, and
the girls thought it wonderful. 1t was
some sort of eonvent affuir, with plenty
of candlies and ceremonies. There were |
Sister Ignacia, and Sister Ippolyta, Sis-
ter Josepha, and Sister Auaunciata, and
hosts of other sisters, all with cugnomens
deliciously out-of-the-way. Mrs. Sher-
woud’s ‘Nan’ was consulted for proprie-
tics of dress, and every Lrish waid in the
village lent her bends for the occasion.

The important night at last arrived,
All the ‘stirs and wreaths and mottues of
evergreen duvice werg in their places sthe’

sist the aivls in dressin.s,
sent, chiefly onmy own invitation, but

- tines,-but thore it was almost_powerle

chiel'?” eried Sister Ippolyta, in distres«.

dress and undress paused fiom their wils
to wid the unbappy sister. Skurry, skur-

the thousand-and-one articles strewed a-

der-box, and so un, was turned over but

“Turn in the embroidery- ns sl 13 you
can and 1 think

N

«
o

As she was tall and L owas shoort, T moun-
~ted forthopurposeon. Uy t
old pal happily present.
wis extvewely weil developed 5 the persun

cost a Herculean cellu.t tounite  the sep-
arate divistous.

gling for breath, *1 hope you will be able
tu stay in this dress as long as it las
taken me tw get you intoit.’

Superior.
she i a tone whose acuteness of anguaish
wo 1talics ean convey ; 've looked every-
whoere fur it, and 1 is yone ; und 1 hav-
cu't o thing to put on !

couid not go on without Lady Superiur,
and she could not go un without conven-

patched bim homeward in quest of sun-
dry watters; the oiiers caught spira-
tton from her, und presently the veoera-
ble wotherstwod arrayed 1nall the gloomy
propri:ties ot ber vider.

wour. ‘I suppouse they're all ready.” Ob
yes, they were ready and imumediately’
procured.
drawu ber veil up ou uslring as it tu wear
it with o bouuct.

wour, with determination.
these strings, and bring me o paper ot

pius, sumebudy.’

papers had been provided, but noue were
lul'Lllcululng

pocket ol her dress —unot hov present dress,

eluuds, starlights, twilights, blanket-
shawls, and ludia rubbers. Nun atier

and vastly becowing to her, but offering

‘I went into retirement. for a brief’ space.

1y, presenting Miss Seymour with a cir-

Itall was decorated with flaps of every | clet of elastic.
swile.

siz. ; while above the stage the national
fowl flung from his beak the consecrating
Stars and Stripes.  The nadience assem.
bled was as numerous as the performers
could desire. A favorableconjunction of the
planets had given us a mooonlight night
and excellent sleiching ; besides, the ad-
wittance had been fixed at that golden
mean which was tempting to the public
yet remunerative to the cause.  The seats
were crowded as had been hoped, and
tramp, tramp up the stairs still came the
march of many feet. The footlights
burned along the stace, the curtain waved
a little now and then, the serape and wail-
ing ol violins rose in the air as vur vol-
unteer orchestra tuned their instrunents
By-and-by the Lell rung, the curtain weat
up, and the first tableau appeardd.
‘Beautiful I evied everybody with en
thusiasm : and the pictuie was repeated
Another sueceeded it and another, to the
general satisfuction.
© Bat if the audience were content, the
dressing ruum o canwhile was distrausht,
Oh that seene ! ol

! worse thao the eabin
a North River steamboat in September.
The room was ten feet by twelve, and
twenty or thirty of us were buey in it.
The floor was piled ankle-deep witli brash-
T-eonrh s, “brndboxes- powdes-boses,-
amd various other auxthiaries to beauty,
wlile the nyuphs stood avound in differ-
ent stawres of preparation. And evil forees
were at work ; the st needttd™ articles,
the most cefully bestowed, were myste-
viously spivited away.s And the minutes
flew, the thwe ol appearing would  soun
arrive, . ~

Miss Sevmour had kindly offered to as-
L too was pre-
endeavoring to be usceful. There is a
gracious calm in Miss Neymour’s presence

that makes itselt felt at all ordinary

“Where where s my  litde handker-

‘L pat it just here, aund now it is gone !’
Five ur six nun<in wvarious stages of

ry went halt a dozen pairol haonds among
round ; the substratam ot bandbox, pow-

without result.
What shall 1 do?

[ppolyta, in despair.
*Here is wy pocket-hankerchief,' said

Miss Seymour, with sadden inspiration.

suid poor Sister

it witl answer.”  And
Sister ITppolyta’s beclouded countenance
rrew radiant with delighe,

Avinterval - of -silent - Jubor.. Sister’
fenaci wanted g o houk her waist.—

The

who had lent her dress much less so; it

Wl Sister Tgnacia,” said T ostrug-

Just then catie up the uuhappy Lady
My bandbox is gowe !’ suid

The play |1

A puuse of consternatiou.

P tual gear. Morowe direful wowment all
them to a friend. e i . Y
e . . y 1 scemed lost. Then Sister Coustantine
¢ Now, Marian, you are a little too bad ! oo T
. . | upspoke.  She is vue ot the people  that
Do have merey on your fricnds.  Doy't || . . 5 : o
. : «* Ol keeps this world of ours woving  She
force them to read my lucubrations just . | .
Lo , uuderstands bersell aud  vthers. Sowe |4
out of politencss. " .
et .. things she suguested, some she coutribu-
¢ There was no forcingabout the matter, . o .
ted.  She captured a small boy and  dis-

*Alwost ready, girls ¢ said a voice at

‘Now fur your veils,” said Miss Sey-
M

But lo ! every wortal girl bad

“Ihis will neeer do V' said Miss Sey-
‘Uut with

Master sard than done.  Ifive or six
uow.  Kortunately Sister

Lguacia rewembered puiting o row in the

but the one she wore to the Hall.  The
fuvored garmeut was sought, and found
beneath a superincumbent Alp of hoods,

nun went from under Miss Seymour’s dex-
terous hand, with her vell arvanged in
true cunventual style.

At Jast she came to Sister Constantine,
This worthy sister weavs her hair ia curig
sall around.”” Very pretty cuvls thoy are,

uo secure foundation whereia to fix a pin,
Lok about and see if there isn’t u bit
of tape somewhere,’ said Miss Seywmour,
‘or eri'p of selvedge left over from  the
Society.” But none could be found.

- What was to be douc? Cleurly it was
impossible that sister Constantine should
go on the stage with her hair in riuglets.

In this. emergeney a bright thought
struck me I um not coinmouly fertile in
expodients, but cleverness is. contagious.

"¢ How wil] this do?’ 1 asked, demure-

i
¢

swered.
dia rubber is that it will stretch.’

girls, let me leok at you
fited past her hands arose in horror.—

¢laimed
hoop I’

them off) urged sister Angelica.
shall
ward

i

and propriety.
of skeletony lay in the corner, and a very?
subducdJuoking band of fewales marched
Lout-upon thestage. . -

repose in the dressing room.
mour"picked up two or three salicut ar-
ticles from>the under foot- conglomerate: -
[ Jaid out the Queen of Sheba's toilet ou
s1x inches of the deal table.

tubleau for you, Margaret
should be a Madonna?

think it i= one and then another.
truth i, Mrs. Miggs, that we do have
the very prettie t girls in town that you
can find in the State.’

was wy reply.
said when 1 was a girl’

cently.
ces.
M . )
Just 50 lung ago.

turn to the field of duty.
to the dressing-roon, where ample occu-
pation awaited any willing handd All
went on well,
leau, and tableau charade, in due season,
while our volunteer musicians filled up
the intervals to gencral facceptance.’
last we camz to the closing labor—the

‘We want the statue now.
Jjust done.”’

song at hand.’

} Sho rogarded it with a
¢ It isn’t as large as her head,’ she an-
¢ But one blessed quality of In-

A tap at the door,
¢ All ready ?" asks the manager.
“In one winute. Do you want us?’

says Miss Scymour.

+ The violins are in the last strain of

the *Carnival of Venice.’

‘Tell them to repeat it, then. Now,
As they de-

What are you thinking of!” she ex-
¢ Kivery one of you has on her

There was a flutter of doubtand depre-

dation among the convent bevy.

« It will wmake our dresses solong to take
‘We
It will be awk-

tread ou  thew.

The stony calm of Nemesis overspread

Miss Seymour’s handsome face.

¢ Very well) shesaid. ¢ Ouly 1 never
lite saw a nun with a hoop.”

Miss Seymour was our autoerat of taste
The next instantra pile

There were a few delicious moments of’
Miss Sey-

‘U'wish you would let me make upa

‘!” said 1. *You

Thank you ; but I think that some one

with a broader forchend and larger cyes
atied wore regular features would answer
your purposes better.

‘Perhaps on,” I replied, smiling, if such

| persou_could not be found.’

Some degree of order béing eveked |
fiomthy chuos, we adjourned tou side-
door which commanded a partial view of
the stage.
wusliu, a murmur of voices, and a sort or
general hmpression of youth and pret-
tngss.
faces stretehed away-—a mainiatuie sea,
that is to say.

13 not unlim‘ted.
turned countenances
stund-point, vad, knowing just how wany |
of thew it took to represent the Iederal
dollar, felt a thrill of satisfaction.

g

There wasa cloud of white

Below the foot lights a sea of
The capacity of our Hall

I regarded these up-
trom a business

‘Exeellent audience !’ said young NMr.

Dacley, joining us.

“How so? asked Miss Seymour.—

'Quantity or quality ¥’

‘Both. There's a splendid lot of thew,

and.they are pleased with every thing) .

‘Swall thunks to thew for that) I saig

Well they iy e atter all the pains the
girls have

Fred?

s bave taken,  Who looks the best, |

‘1 don't know, really. Sometiwes [
The

1 smiled at his enthusiasm.  Indeed
‘] know that used to be

¢ Ko long ago as that ¥ he asked, inno-
Margaret and- I exchanged glay-

‘Yes, young wan,” 1 said, severely,

¢l guess Frank Hall thinks the sawe

thing,” he went on, quite unconscious —

screwed my neck around a corner and

brought my glance to bear on the young
captuin.
Lcrc'sting, watching the stage iutent.ly';
anxivus, perhaps, for the success of his
little drawma.

There he sat, very pale and in-
)

The play gave symptoms of drawing to
ply gar g

close ; Miss Seymour suggested ou¥ re-

Back we went

Charade succceded tab-

At

the door. *You must come ouina few | grarge.  This would wind up the enter-

H N A I ¥ N N . . N
winutes.” Aud, ‘Uurry, hurry O was the tuinwent, this must be the crowning per-
wutchword. fection.

Two Loxes of Meen Fun were brought,
piece of flannel and n cotton stocking.

A girl on each side powdered vigorously
at poor Buma’s face and neck and arms.
Misa Seymour proceeded to put on the cap
of tissue paper which was ot hide the gold-
brown hair..
stepping back to survey the effect.

‘Will that do?’ she asked,

No, just a little line of hair was visible.

Tenderly the paper cap was shifted, but
ulus ! not tenderly enough.
tear, and a long streak of brown showing
through the white !

A crack, a

Aud then the manager at the door.—
The music is

¢ Presently,’ said Miss Seymonr, en-

deavoring to repair the mischief. Shriek,
crack went the paper, and again, the huir
showed through.
peration, renewed failure.

Renewed efforts of des-

“Lsu’t the statue ready ' spoke the im-

portunate voice outside. ‘Weare baving
tou loog an interval.

What could be done? ¢Cun’t one of

you sing or play something to amuse
them 7’ said Miss Seymour., Noresponse
was heard.

I looked around—1 spied a bird

i

“tLouisa Coan,” I ordared, “go stfuiéht,

out on that stage and give that audience
the longest song you can remember.’

‘Impogsible I” suid she, sbrieking, I

couldn’t think of a single thing,

‘Oh yes you ean—no matter what—

‘Billings's Jordan,” if you like. Hurry
—it's getting late.” :

‘But you know I couldn’t sing that.’

she rewmonstrated.

‘Woll, then, ‘Ask me not why'—or,

prepe oS St = ——

what is that from. Lucia that you do so
nicely and every body likes—something
about praying.’

‘Oh—*I"ll pray for thee.”

“Yes, that’sit. Run right along, there's
a darling.’

‘Byt how can [—s0 suddenly— and no
sccompaniment or any thing 7’

I held her with my glittering eye.—
‘Louisa Coan,” I uskad, ‘«re you working
for our soldiers or are you not?  She
gave in before the glance and argument
combined. I drove her forth upon the
stage and left her When [ returned
the cap was somehow rectified and the
wreath was going on.

¢ Beautiful I’ said Mrs. Seymour. A
little more powder on this temple, Mary,
and the bridge of her nose. Now for
the sheets)

They were gathered around the neck,
and drawn iv ut the waist, the fullness
‘evened’ here and distributed there.—
I'row the stage came the lust sounds.

Il e.oover blecosy acond pray fo...r
thee !

C ALY ready,” announced  Miss Sey-
mour.  The curtain cawe down and the
(procession started, one bearing the pedes-
“wal,” another the anchor, and two or three
more holding up the drapery

ediction, “look just as joyous as you can,
and keep your eyes shuc.”  Whereupon
[ burruwed svmebody’s shawl and cloud,
without the ceremony ol asking for them;
and went down among the audience to
have a view of my favorite.
difliculty 1T managed to find a spot large
-nough to stand upon, and stuod there.

Up went the curtin, and exclamations
of delight resounded through the house.
It was jretty, certainly. 1 achnoowl-
edged to mysell that it was a’very neat
effect to be produced by one pair of sheets
and two buxes of Meen l'un. There
stood Hope, serenely leanipg on her an-
ehor,hér Texquisite army and shoalders
bure, her upturned fuce beaming with a
subdued ¢ joyousness,” of which I knew
the seeret—she was just ready to break
into & laagh.  The cap of tissue-paper
hid her hair entirely; the drapery ae-
ranged by Miss Seymour’s skilltul hund
fell in heavy folds about hier feet

s Perfeet ! T heard a voice behind me
say.  “It's the wost perfeet thing I ever
saw 1o my life)

¢ Now where could they have. got that
statute 2 inguired au old ludy on my.
right.

cltisn’t a statute, wother—nothing
but one of the girls dressed up ‘responded
her married daughter.

*You don't tell me! L' sure it must
be warble or plaster of parnish I and, in-
deed, by that hight, it was difhenlt uot to
believe with her. The statue, too, was
perfecetly  tmmobile  She stirred not a
linger, nor even winked, though the glare

Trom  the Tootlights Tmust alwost bave
forced her eyelids open. )

This tableau vivant was found so at-
tractive that it had to be repeated wore
than onee, and the curtain went down at
lart amidat tremendous cheering.

So the evening was over, aud the pec-
ple ot uway as fast as they could; the
door-keeper counted his golden  gains,
and anvounced a sum most gratifying to
our feclings. 1 went ~home; the per-
formers adjourned to Mrs. Hall's, where
refreshmeonts awaited them after their ar-
duous labors. !

Frank walked with FEwma Morris —
T am so glad we did not give it up,’ the
«aid. ¢ Now the trouble is all over, and
we have such a nice sum for the soldiers.”

“You are willing to take a great deal
of pains to make them comfortable.’

A sudden impulse seized Frank., He
drew the little hand upou his arm down
into his own strong clasp. ¢ You would
do so much for therr comfort,” he whis-
pered; ¢ will you do sowething 'for' we
too ?—something to make we happy all
these long nights when 1 shall lie awake
in camp, thinking of you. Oh, Ilmma,
say—'

Their glances met—hers fond and tim-
id; his toud and cager.  The others had
passed into the house; these two were
half way up the walk., Frank looked
quickly around, then stopped aud kissed
the sweet lips with a Jong love-kiss.—
Noubody saw, he thought.

“ Well, nobody did—to mention.—
Only Mrs. Miggs, who turning the cor-

ner in the shadow of the evergreens, be-
held this little tableau, and considered it
quite the success of the evening.

Taking up a Collection.

Rarely huve we a better story, or a bet-
ter told story, than this, from a reverend
gentleman in Missouri:

The life of a preacher in a new coun-
try, from a sccular point of view, is hard-
ly us smouth and free from difficulty as
a position in wore cultivated populous
cowmuuities usually appenrs to be. The
people are.thiuly scattered here und there, |
1 different pursuits, though chicfly ag-
ricultural. Being collected from all parts
of the older Stutes, and gathered from
every class of society, they meet-upon
the sawme common, ground, upon terms of
easy fuwiliarity, sud restrained by no iik-
sowe conventionalities. People in s new
country generally have a pretty haid
time of it. They live a sort of a ‘rough
and tumble’ life, wearing out their best
efforts 1n o struggle for existence Un-
dei’ these circumstances the. material
sometimes ubzorbs the spiritual : and the
people not . unfrequently ‘get so far “be-
hind’ with the preacher that they have
frequently to be powerfully ‘stirred up’
from the pulpit. On one oceasion we
had a visit from the presiding elder of
our district at one of the quarterly meet-,
ings. Wo had not-paid our circuit preach-
er ‘vary dime,’ as the boys say, ‘nud we ex-
peoted a scoring from the elder.. Well,

* Hope,” suid L, by way.of parting ben.-

With some |

preached us a [fmviug discour se from th
text,! Owesio” mai anything.” . At the
close of his sermon he came to the ‘gyb-
jeet in hand.” Brethren,” said be,’ ‘have
you paid Brother————anything this
year - Nothing at all, I understand —
Well, now, your - preacher can’t live on
air, and you must pay up-—pay up, that’s
the idea. He needs twenty-five dollars
now, and must have it! Steward, we'll
. take up:a collection now.’

-Hore 'some of the audience near the
door began ‘(o slide out.’

*Don’trun! don't I’ exclaimed the el-
der. ‘Steward, lock that door and fetch
we the key ' he continued, coming down
out of the pulpit and taking his seat by
the stand table in front.

'l‘hg steward locked the door, and then
deposited the key on the table by the
side of the elder.

¢ Now Steward, said he, ‘co round
with the hat. | must have twenty-five
dollars out of this erowd before one of
you shall leave this house.’

Here was a fix. The congregation
were taken all aback. The old folks
looked: astonished ; the young folks tit-
tered.” The steward gravely proceeded in
the discharge of his official duties. The
hat was pussed around, and at length de-
posited on the elder’s table.

The clder poured out the funds on the
table and counted the amount,

‘Three dollars and a half!
start, brethren!  Go roind, again, Stew-
ard.  We must pull up a heap stronger
thun that

Arvund weot the Steward with his hat
again and finally pulled up at the elder’s
stand.
| *Nine dollars and three quarters l—

i Not cnough yet. Go around, again,
Steward !

Around went the steward again.

‘Twelve dollars and o half'! Mighty
slow brethren! ‘Fraid your dinners will
all get cold before you get home to eat
‘em. (o round again, Steward !

By thirtime-the sudienos begat to be
fidgety. They evidently thought the joke
was getting to be serious. But the elder
was relentless,  Again and again gircula-
ted the indefatigable hat, and slowly,
but surely, the pile ou the table swelled
towards the requisite amount.

¢ Twenty-four dollars and a half! Ounly
Go round agnin stew-

A slow

i lack Lall a dollar.
ard U
Just then there wasa tap on the win-
idow from the outside, # hand thrust in
i . .
holding a half dollar between the thumb
tand tinger, and a young fellow outside ex-

i
!
|
!
|
I
|

j clatmed ;

—tHere,-Rarson;-heve’s your- money yeg—- -

¢ wy girl out o' there; I'm tired with wait-
ing for her.’

It was the last hair that broke the
, catel’s back ; and the preacher could ex-
i claim in the language of ‘Ike Turtle’;—
| “This 'ere mectin's dune bust up’

et —— -

| Our Cause and the Cause of Uni-
! versal Justice.

| [N

In this war the American people have ye-
alized the teuth that the destinies of the hu-
mun ruce are so bound together that all
must suffer tor the iojuries of any portion.
fn this couutry we tmaude vurselves accesso-
ries to slaveholding, the greatest criwe a-
giovnst huwanity.  All wmor .l and religious
sen iwents wag debased 1o make this sum of
ali wrongs sacred. Even Northern polities
iaws talhed ny it e Bible was ouly a Sluve-
ry vrdivance, and the Constitution only a
thingy for perpetuating Slavery,  For it the
vight ol Aabeas corpues, trinl by jury, hberty
ol specet and of the press, and the freedom
ul the public wmls were suppressed,  For iy

prived ol all protection of Taw in the South,
tor it our courts and legal principles were
degraded, and Slavery became the end and
upreme objectof ull law.  For it the people
stothe Free States subwmitted to be deprived
ol their equal rightsin the Government, and
<0 hold subordinare places in it upon condi-
tion of putting their necks in the Pro-Slaves
ry yoke. PFor it no Northern man was per-
mutted to hold any posiion in the Govern-
't ment, at home or abroad, civil or military,
| unless he was an avowed supporter of Slave-

-
[

We thought that another race were the
culy sutlrers by this wrong, and we were
magnanimous iu conceding their souls and
bodies, sud 1 putting them beyond the pala
ol human sywpathies. We called our in-
aiffereuce to the treedom of another peopls
a pruiseworthy regurd tor the Constitution.
But the crime whien we have abetied aguinst
an iulerior riee has in the mean time robbed
us ot vur politiea!l rights, and at lust has
piunged us iuto this Lloedy war. The ser-
pent we have nourished has turaned to stine
the uation to death. e =

It is vain to think that crime can be at
pence. 1t is ut war with sll mankind, and
10is % necessity that 1t should fortify itself
by morecrimes.  Slavery recognizesin every
buman right un enemy, aud declares way
with us. To strevgthen its hold <n the
blacks, it dewands absolute political power
pover the whiles.  Nov could it stup there.—
| I regands every free luboring man as an
i accusing envmy, and declares war againgt
b,

We have tried to live at pence with this
wrong by debasing  our Coustitution, laws
nnd uwdministrations, and by couceding 1o it
our pohucal rights, Su long as it controlled
vur clections, 1t perwitted us to go through
the furms of voung.  Bul at length it has
been defented by the popular vote, and now
1t by plaiuly declared that it has hitherto
tolerated popular government only because
the Stave Power controlled it, and that be-
cause the Slave Power bas lost the control,
the Goverumeut shall exist no longer.

B

Monroe Teachers Institute.

The Directors aud Teachors of Mooroo
township, met io school-house No. 1 Church-
town, ou Saturday Odt. 31st 0 A, M.

Tho forenoon was spent in discussions on
the relative merits ot text books,—in which
Teaohors and Diréétors eqully participated;—
preliminary to the acticn of the Board in des-
ignating the %gkg\(o be used in the schoolg

the encuing yéhr.

At 2 A, Mthe Monroe T/ achers’ Iustitute
wag re-organized by electing Jesse Brindle,
1Dirgetor, President pro, tem, und Jno. A, Ru-
erly. Secretury pro, tem

The Covstiiution of the Institule was read
and adopted, dnd was sigued by the Teachers
and Dicectors.

The clection for permanent officers resylted |
ag follows. President Jesse Briudle, Vice *
President David Richwine,- Beoretary Jacob
H Schriver, Treasurer Simon P. Goodyear,
Librarian Jobn A Eberly, . ot

The President made the following nppoint.
ments. for the next meeting. Miss Kate
Gloim and -Martin Berkheimer to road seleo-
tions. Misa Carrie J. Buck and John 1. Boyer
to prepare Besnys and J. H. Sobiriver to deo+’
liver au.Qration.

. On motion Orthograpby was made the gub-
jeot for discuesion st the next mesting, . _
.- On motion it wns resolvad, that the pro-'
ceedings of the semi monthly meetings of the
“lostituto be prepared for the publicaion in -
the papers of the coyuly, = .-

Adjourned 10 1peet in Sohopl-house No. 5.

{Dornbach’s) on Baturdey Nov, 14th at 0

wo were not- disappointed. The elder) A

J. H, Souziver, Sgorelary.

the-emzreis-orthe-North-sobmited 1o bedes



