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The lamps are lighted, the streots aro full,

Yor, coming and golng, like tho waves of the a'ea,
Thousands are out this beautiful night;

They jostle each other, but shrink from me!
Men hurry by with a stealthy glauco,

Women pass with thelr oges cast. down;
Even the children seems to kuow

The shawmeless girl of the townl”

Ilated aud shunned I walk the street,
Huntiug—for whut? For my prey, ’tis sald;
1 look at it though in a differcat light,
For this mighty shame-is my daily breadl .
My frod, my whilter, tho clothes 1 wear!
Ouly fur this I might starve or drown;
Tha worl has disowned me, what can 1do
But live and dt= on the town ?

Tho world'is cruel. - 1t may be ri<ht -
To erush tha hacdot; but grant it &0,
What made her the guilty thing sheis?

For she was lhnocont once you know ¢
$Twus love! that terrible word tells alll
She luved a man, and blindly bulieved
Ilis vows, his kissoes, his eocudile tears;
Of enurse tha fool was dccehudvl

What h .4 Tto galn by u momsnt's sin, .

Ta welgh in tha seale wilh my ianocent yoars,
My womnly shame, mny ruined nume,

My futher's curses, my mother’s tears? .
The jove of inanT Tt was #out - thing togive;———=

Was It worth it?  The price s u soul paid down;
Did 1 pot a soul, 014 soul in exclringe?

Buehnld me hore on the town!

“ Xeour gul't was heavy!” the world will may,
. *4And heavy, heavy your doom must bej
For to pity aud pardon wowan's fll
Is to ket no valuo on chastity!
You un iervalue the virgin’s crown,
The spntless honor that mikes her dear.”
But I ought to know what the hauble is worlh,
1. When the Yozs ot it brings the Here T -7

But pity and pardon! Who nre you,
‘Lo talk of pardon, pity to me?
What 1 ask ls’juﬁtice,jllstin‘o. sir! .
Lut Wath be punished, or both go freo.
If it be in woman a shameful thing,
what iz it in man, now? Come, be just;
Rowember, she falls through her-dove for hi,
Ha through his selfish lust:

Tell mo what is done to the wretch
Who tempts, and riots o womaa's fall?
Ifis father purses aud casts him olf?
1lis frion s forsako? v I8fscorned of all?
Not he—his judges ave mwon ke himself]
Or thoughtless women who humor their whim:
“ Young blewd”—* Wild oats"—* Better hush it up!”
They soon forget {t—in him!

Evon as mother, who 6ught to know -
The woman nature, and how it is won,
Fra mésfn thousand excuaus for ham,
Becuuse, forsooth, the o s hor son! -
‘Y;{x have daughtors, madam, (he told moe 50,)
.‘.' Falr, Innocont daughters— Woman what thep
Soinu mother may have a son Jike yours—
Bid thom beware of men!

"

- ¥ gaw his coash fn the street to doy, - -
Dashing siong on the suczy Blde,
With a liveriad driver ou the box :
, Lollipg back in hor ltstless peide,
Tho wife o} his bosom took the air:
She was bonght ju the mart whore heartsare sold ;
1 zave myself away for lis jove! .
She sold herself for his gold!

IIe lives, they say, fo aprinenly way,
Fratterod and fessted  One dark uight
Bowne devil lod wo o pass his house:
1 saw the windows a bluze of light;
Tho music whirled in a mwidoning round,
1 hieard the fall of dancers’ lest.
Bitter, littar, the thaughts [ had,
Stauding there in tho street!

'

Back tomy guudy don I went,

Mar-hed to wy rcon in griwa despalr,
Dried my vyes, patuted my checks,

And fixed a flower or twoin my halr!
Corks wers popping, wine was Howing,

I sutzsd o buarper and tossed it down ;g
Onyp muost do a;{;uu'._bing to. kill the time,

And it one's self for the town:

I meot hls boy iu the park eometimes,
And my hearc raos ovoer towards the child;
A frank little fellow, with foarless eyes,
e swiles at mo as bis fither smiled!
1 hato the wan, but I Jove the boy, -
For | think what my own had he lived would bej;
Pcrl.{%m it is e como back from the dead— .
To Nis tuther, alas! not e !

But 1stand too long In tho shadow hero,
Let mo out in the light again;
Now tor insult, blows perhaps,
Aund, Litterer still, my own disdain|
1 take my place in the crowd of men,
Nat like ths simple Womon I see;
You may cheat them, moen, as much as you pleaso,
You wear no masks with me!

Kuo wye! Under your huncyuﬁ wordy
Thore luriks b serpont ; your oaths are lies;
Thora's a lustiul fire in your huugry hearts—
1 seo it llaming ap in your eyoal
Cling to them, ladles, and shirink from me,
Or rali at my boldpess—woell, have you dono?
= Aﬂindum, your husband knows we well |
Mother, I know your sonl -

But go your ways, and ')l go mine;

Call mo upprobrious names If you will;
The trath is bittor—think § bave lied;
A harlot?”  Yeg—butn Woman stilll

Goad 8aid of vld tn & womay like lue,
“Uo: sin no moral” or your Bibles llu;

But you, you mangto his merciful words
To—*Qo and sin till you die!”

Dic! tho'word has a pleasant sound,
Tho sweotost I've heard this n:mny i yerr;y”
It secmy to promiss un end to pain,
Any;vuy it whl end it—Loro!
Bupposo 1 throw* myself 1n the street ?
Refore the horses ¢: uld trawple me down,
Bome wonld-be frisnd might snatch me up,
And thrust we back o the town!

But look, the river! From where I stand

¢ . 1sealt, 1 almost hear it flow;

Dowan on the durk and Jovely pler-——

<4, 1t 18'but a stop—I can ond my wos!

B %plungu a splash, and all wiil bo o'er, .

"£ Tho death-blnck watovs will drag medown ; °
"God knowa whore! But tiy matter whore,
"7 8o 1 ama off tho town1 o

" CYRIL WILDE. -

Tror some reason which it docs not con-
cern us now to investigate, Kentucky; un--
der the dominion of the white mun, has
continugd to “justify its™nulive ‘mime of

¢ Daik and Blvody Ground;” in'beinig the

N

L -

imagined more intensely interesting; nor
could the most finished artist have. con-
structed a plot more cohergnt in all its
details, or more strictly 1n accordance

thic preservation of the  Aristotelian uni-
ties of time and place. So- perfect, in-
deed, does it seem, that, were it.not sub-
stantiated in every point by the records
of a judicial ‘tribunal, it might well be
taken for the invention of some master of
human nature and the dramatic urt.”
Captain Cyril Wilde, the hero, or ra-
ther the victim,-of the évents we are

1y bappy men whom cvery one has learn: .
ed to regard -as favorites-of Fortune, and-
on whom no oue ever-expeets' disaster to
fall, simply because it never has done so.
Well descended, at a period -whenr good

connected, either by affinity or friendship,
with the best society - in Kentucky, he
held, by liereditary right, a high pésition
awong that old aristocracy which then:
and for a loug time afterward stoutly main=
tained its own afainst the encroaching’
spirit of demoeratic equality, and whose

" | méinbers still képt in mind many of the

traditions, honored in their own persons
the dignity, and strove to _preserve in

Thig existed in'many fumilieswhich liave

)]

“dies To real life:
¢ ._One_of these,

_“"character displayed, ang hiorror and pathos
— a-worthy subject-to the pén of -Sophocles:|
" fouind alrendy, cust into y highly dramitic
* forum, reqairing only fitting wurds to-con-
7 vey the passions
v e

scene of. a rewmarkable; ‘fm\imbp'r of trage-.

T -

less known to-the public
in latér-times, we thinl_transcends. nll
“the dthers'in boldness of- couception,.re-.
gulirity of “plot,” yariety of pussion:-and-

"of cutastrophe. It might havoe farnished |

‘or Shakspeure, one’that. they would have

of the-uctors. - Little in

o

s A indidetywnnll se sweet. ey

their households somewhnt of the man-
ners, of the Cavaliers of the Old Domin-
ion, Nor was-wealth wanting to complete
his happiness,—at~ least, such wealth as
was needed by one of his simple tastes
and unostentatious habits. He was rich
beyond his disposition to spend, but not
beyoud his capacity to enjoy,—a capacity
multiplied by as many times as he had

alag! too wany of thew proved to be.—
His character was without reproach; his
dispo-ition easy and genial; his mind of
that happy middle order which always
commands respect, while it feels none of
the restless ambition” and iwpotent long-
ing for public recognition that usually at-
tend the possession of superior abilities,
Such was the position of Captain Wilde,
and such was the character he bore dur-

Not many have known a more lengthened
prosperity,—and few, very few, amore
sudden -and terrible reverse. --Fdrtune,
like a fond mistress, had lavished her
gifts on him.without stint,—but,like a
Jjealous one,seemed resolved that he should
owe.cverything to her' gratuitous bounty,
and the moment he sought to win an ob-

"l ject of desire by lis own exertions turned

her face away forever, persecuting her
former favorite thenceforth with vindic-
tive malice. Continuing to yield, for a

-+ [Einne,-wish »~~a}j’;}%irent~~?;mn plageney;every
‘|boon he ‘souftht, she treacheronsly con-

cealed therein the germs of all his woes.
In the .year 17—Captain Wilde was
persuaded "to better his already happy
condition by marriage. The Jady he
chuse, or suffered to te chosen for him,
was a Miss M ,ascion of one of those
extensive-families, not now so common as
formerly, which by repested intermarriage
and always settling together develope a
spirit of clanship, so exclusive as to make-¢
them almost incapable of any feeling of
interest outside of their own name and
connection, and render them liable to re-
gard person of different blood, who may
happen to intermurry among them, as an
intruder, In some parts of the Union
these clans may stii} be found flourishing
in consideruble purity and vigor,—the
name sometimes prevailing over a district.
of many. miles,—a fuct which an obser.
vant travéller would surmise from a cer-
tain prevailing cast of forw and feature,
It was with a family of this Kind that
Captain Wilde was, in an evil hour, indu-
ced to ally himsclf,—a step which soon
proved to be the ?rst in a long career of
misfortune. The lady possessed that worst
of all tempers, a quick and irritable, but
at the same time. bard and unforgiving
one. And she soon showed, that, in her
cstimation, the feelings and iuterests of
ber husband were as nothing in compari-
son with those of her faumily, and that, in
any variante, she would leave the former
and cleave to the latter.  Sueh variances
were, unfortunately, almost inevitable; for
the family of Mrs. Wilde differed both in
politics and religion from her husband,—
a fact, it may here be remarked, which
had no smll influence on his subsequent
fate,—and the parrow, bigoted cxclusive-
ness of the wifewas utterly incompatible
with the freec and open-hearted fellowship
with which the husband' reccived his ac-
quaintances, of whatever sect or party,—
Ln & very few months, therefore, it-began’
to be whispered abrofd that the hitherto
happy and joyous bachelor’s-hall hud be-
ioule a seene of constant.bickerings aud
eartburnings.
* But mero incongruity of tempers and
habits Was not, as WQS?\IPPOSCd by their

n_eighbdr’s,‘th‘.b”‘q}_\‘l} squrce of domestic
discord. This night in time have entire-

{1y disnppeared ; had. conjugal confidence.
-Jonly been allowed 'its nutury]

" ! growth, all
might have been passably weli'in the.:and', i
in spite of such serious drawbacks ;. for,

| from the necessity of his nature, the hus-

band would in time have.become com- -
pletely subservient to the sterner spitit of
his wife, which, in furn, might have been
mollified-in soije dogrée amid the peace-
ful duties of home; a state of things that

nevertheloss, .pjoyed a fuir share of do-, -
mestic happinesy in spite of this inversion
of the naturtl relations’of their heads —
But .Mrs, Wilde Lad'-brought into her -
Jiusband’s house that dendliest foe of, do-
westic peace, an elderly, -ill-tempéred,
suspicious female relative, serving in the
eapacity. of . confidarite, This—curse-was

'Gmbodicd*'i!r"th‘dfi}ﬁf?‘(iﬁ'ﬁf’_};”iiim:’hfoid'(‘: ~]
o-be -neither maid;
aving once effect~ |

sidter, who happoned. to
norywidaw, -nnd
ed anentrance.under the protence of as-
sisting -to avrilige - the | .
hold affdirs, éasily contrivéd to ronder her ',
position” a’ permanent . one.” 380 spon us

this: yas achieved; sho ‘appedrs "ty hiive
began her hateful \vu‘rk?uf’ebwin'g' discord .
““[boon_in the'shape pregoint with . future

between 'the new-marriéd, pair Haviig -

long since blighted Ker own hopes of ‘hap-" |

pitiess; ‘she seemed ‘t. find no cénsolation
uinge het of*nthyrg ;<

hive been needed, fdi;’neithér could be * *not-that- she -had no love

with -the- rules: of*- composition,—even to -

about to narraté, was onc of those perfeet--—

birth was a positive honor-in-itself,-apd- -

friends to stimulate it ;=—summor friends,. -.

ing the first thirty-eight yoars of his life. -

. bar.

sordored. house~ -

for ‘her sister;
on the contrary; her love. suchas it was,
'was really strong. and lasting ; and’in her
‘fierco grief for that sister’s death she met
a. punishuient almiost équal to her deserts,
Nor was it long- before she provided-her-
self with a most effectual means of azcom-
plishing her malicious object, of;inﬂ.nm-
ing.the troubles of ‘the household into
which she lad intruded, herself. This
was the'discovery, real or pretended, of a
former illici; connection betwgen her
brother-in-law and a pretty and intelli-

“| gent mulatto girl, about eighteen or nine:

tcen years of age, who was still retained

-maid,- _Having once-struck-this jarring
.chord, she continued to pluy upos. it with

gy and ingenuity with which-this wretch-
‘ed-woman-wrought at her -task; and the
completeness of her success, would have

_|seemed a subject of admiration, if the re-

sult’ had not been so deplorablg_gs to
mergé all other emotions in indignant de-

-| testation.

Bo thoroughly had her design been ac-
complished in the course of a single year;
that the birth™of as sweét a child as ever.
smiled apon fond parents, instead of sec-
ving a3 apoint of union between Captain

estrangement by furaishing anotheér sub-
jeot of contention, Alas! the peace of
Hden was not more atterly destroyed by
the treacherous wiles of the serpeat than
[that of this ill-starred household by the
whispers of this serpent in woman's shape.
Under her continual exasperations, Mrs.
Wilde's temper, naturally harsh, became
at 1 et so outrazeous and unbridled as to
render her unfortunate husband’s life one
long course of humiliation and misery.—
Var from takinz any pains to hide their
discords from the world, she seemed to
court observation by seizing every oppor-
tunity of' inflicting mortification upon him
in public, reckless of the refléetions such
improprietie$ might bring upon herself.
-But why, it may be asked, did not both

.} parties seck n separation, when affiirs-had

reiclied such a state-as this? First, be-
cause Captain Wilde, though advised
thereto, naturally shrank from the sean-
dal such a step always-occasions ; and, on
the other dide; because his wife was gift-
ed-with one of “those intolerable tempers
that muke some women cling to a partner

‘| they. bate with a jealous tenacity which’

love could scarcely inspire, simply for the
reason that a separation would put’an end
to their power, so dearly prized, of inflict-
ing pain;—for hatred has its jenlong!yins
well ds love, " - ]
N B i T e R
- QF tharpesverse-ingentiby-oftles
women in causing the deepest mortifica.
tion to the uafortupate gentleman, when-
ever Fate and his owa weakness gave
them the power, we will notice one’ in-
stance, on account of the important influ-
ence it had it bringing abous the deroue-
ment of this domestic tragedy.
According to the kindly custom of that
time, Captain Wilde had on one ofcasion
requested the assistance of some of his
neighbors in treading out his grain; and

| the party had set to work at dawn, in or-

der to avail themselves of the cooler. por-
tion of theday. After waiting with long-
ing ears for the sound of the breakfast
horn, they finally; at a lute hour, repaired
to the house, uncalled. Hero the host,
supposing all to be ready, led his fricads
uncercmoniously into the dining-room,
wherg he was astonished, and not a little
angered, to find his wife and sister seated
oomposedly at their meal, whieh they had
already nearly finished, with only the
three customary plates on the table,; and
no apparent preparation for a larger num-
Ou his beginning to remoastrate in
a rather heated toune, his wife arose, and,
remarking that she had not been used to
eat in company with common luborers,
swept disdainfully from the room, follow-
ed by her sister.© No more unpardonable
insult could have been offered to Ken-
tucky farmers, at the vo.y foundation of
whose social creed lay the priuoiple of
equality, and of whose character an ia-
tense and jealous faoling of personal dig.-
nity was the most salient feature: for
these men were of independent means,
who had come rather to superintend the
lubgrs of their negroes than tolabor them-
selves,—such occasions beitig regarded
only nspleasant opportunities for free and
unrestrained sociability, far more agreea.
ble than formal and ceremonious visits
"On these occasions, the host would con-
duet his friends over his furm to survey
the condition. of hiscerops, or point out
to their admiration his fine cattle, or cb-
tain their opinion oconcerning some con-
tomplited improvement; a most asdmira-
ble means of drawing closer the bonds of
tcighborly foeling and interest. A more-
bitter mortification, thercfore, could hurd-
ly have been devised for one who always
prided himself on his open-hearted Ken-
tucky hospitality even to strangers. Just-
ly enraged by sueh foolishand ilftimed
rudeness, he flung a knife, which he had
idly taken up, violently ypon the table,
swear ng thut his, friends should, in his
house, be' treated as gentlemen; at tho
same time calling to the mulatto, Fanny, |
he bade her preparo breakfast, and added,
in o tone. but half suppressed, % You are
the ho behaves
likeza-tady.” rudent” yamark:
was overheard by tha everftesedt! sistors
in-law,"and thie use she made of it may be
imagined. .. .0 - o
In. this unpleasant stato of his domestic
relations, the character of Captain Wilde
seemed to undergo: an eutire -transforma-

{tion. - ‘Trom ‘heing remarkable for his

love of quict retiremeiit; he becaiia vest:
-!g‘ssand;digé tisfieds and instead of gl
ing, as forn pisblio .
only vanity and vexatign, he, now that a
greater vexation assniled hini in his once.
ppachful homs; eagerly:soughit relief] not,
as'a younger and less virtuous maw might,

‘ huve.done, in dissipation, but: in.the dig-

tractions. of “public~business. "' Bul fere
again. his evil: fortune granted the desired

disaster. * Thd “hustility of ‘Mrs  Wilde's

eited —pmhined wiﬂ‘r his oawn:p ¥
LT e T

. o

in. the fawily.in.the. capacity-of--house-

{ diabolic 1l skill. ~To’ those who watched
- |the course.of her unholy labors, the ener-

héterodoxy;-~forbade any ho
ing a place by populai ehoice’j:
evil hour his friends sueceaded
ing him the office of exeise
. Now tirere.is np peculiarity inord-ma
ed’in-all the branches.of thie' Angla:Saxon
raco than the ‘extreie impatiencsswi

which they, submit to any direct jijterfer-
enco of thé' government in the piii
fairs of the citizens; and no formr ot such
interference hus ever been rally
odious as the excise; and; by conseqitence,
no officer so: generally detested as the ex-
ciseman. - Thix fecling, 6n “aecoung of tie
very large number of persons. engrizad in
distilling; - was-thea—formidably-string-in
Kentioky,“—all. the more-so that thij form
of taxation:was a. favorita measwvewf, the
existing’ Fedéral- Administration.” ITh
who ventured to.accept so hateful iy,
at the - hands of so. hatéd a goveénment/
weré suro to make themselves; highly-un.
popilar. In time, when the peohle be-
ganto learn their own strength and the
.weakness of -the authorities, tha-enforce-
went of the law bacams :dangerous; and
at last altogather impossible. -Thowriter
has been told, by a geitleman: holding a
respodsible position wnder our,judicial
systew, that the nameé of his gragdfuther
—tha last Kentucky excisemain—to this
day stands charged on ‘tlié “Foveriiment-

in-| Devil-bought magicians, was’ profitable

compared with his; sinco he gets nothing

-} whatdver for the sou! he surrenders up.

“In"the present case, a couple of years
sufficed for the energetic and ever-bellig-
erent terper of the wife to subdue' com-
pletely the mild and peaceable nature of
the hisshand, At her bidding most of
his former acquaintances wore disoarded ;
and even his warmest friends and nearest
relations, no longer meeting the old hearty
welcome, gradually ceased to visit his
housel, "But the bitterest cffect of this
weak.aud culpable abdication of his rights
was experienced by his slaves. Sad in-
deed was thie change froin the case and -
abundanoe-of -his bachelors hall, where
slavery-meant little. more- than a -happy
exemption {roi care; to their presont con-
dition; in which it meant hopeless sub-
mission.to the power of a capricious and
.craol mistress. The worst form of female
tyransiy is that exhibited qn a Southern
pluntation, under the sway of@ termagant,
“Her pawer fo afflict is so complete and
all-pervading, that not =n” hour, nay,
hardly a minute of the victim's life is ex-
emnpt, jf the disposition exist to exercise
it. Besides, this species of domestic op-
pression has this in common with all the
worst tyrannies which have been worse
feared and hated by men; the severities

'Wilde and his wifs, only increased their.

'l aggressive. Nor willmere passive strength:

nerly, at. publio employment s,

fumily, whigh' had now become deeply ox-|

baoks with thousands of dollurs_arrears,
although he was a mun.of greaf courage
and not ‘at all likely to be deterred " from
the discharge of his duty by any oedinary
obstacle. . ° Dot
Such was the place sought and obtain-
ed by the-unfortunate Wilde as a refuge
from domestic wretchedness. The conne-
quence it was easy to foreseo. -In.a few
months, he who -had bedn adeustomed to
universal good-will became un object of
almost as -general dislike; and as people
are apt to attribute all sorts.of evil to one
who has by any means incurred their hos-
tility, and are never” satisfied until* they
have blackened the. whole character in
which they have found one offensive qual-
ity, the family difficulties of the'unpopa-
lar- offi¢ial soon becanic.n theme of com:
mon scatidal, all the blame; of course, be-
ing laid upon him, This state-of things,
disagrceable in itself, proved.mogt unfor-
tunate in its idfluence on his_subsequent
fate; for, had he rotained his previous po-
pularity in the county, the last deplorable
catastrophe would certainly never have
happened : since overy Jawyer knows full
welly thut in oeapital cases espocially, ju-
ries are merely the exponents of public
sentiment, and .that the power of any
judge to cause the sympathies of a.com-
munity to sink into )

~thd-
arresting the in-rolling waters of the ocean,
This is pecaliarly true in this country,
whero the people, both in theory anu 1a
fact, are so completely sovereign that the
institutions of government are only instru-
ments, and none at all of antagonistic ac-
tion. The advocate, therefore, always
watches the erowd of eager faces withont;
tho bar, with eye as-anxious and far mor;
prophetic than that with which he sta:
dies tho formal countenances whom he di-
rectly addresses. T ‘
There was one circumstance, arising
indirgetly from his public employment,
that exercised no trivial influence upon
Captain Wilde's fate. Ou one occusion,
while engaged with a brother-official in
arranging their books preparatory to the
annual settlement, his wife, becoming en-,
raged because he failed to attend instant-
ly to her orders concerning some trifling
domestig, matter, rushed into his study
and caught up an armful of papers, which
she attempted to throw into the fire. The
documents were of great importance ; and
to prevent her carrying her childish pur-
pose into gxecution, her husband was obli-
zed to seize her quickly and violently, and |
drag ler from the hearth. The reader
will hardly recognize this incident in the
form in which it was afterward detailed
from the wituess-stand ; and it is only on
account of the effect which this and other
occurrences of like nature had in bringing
about the final event of our history, that
we take the trouble to narrate wmatters.so’
trifling and uninteresting ; for it appeared
that every incident of the kind was care-
fully. régistered in the memory of the
Erinnys of tlis devoted household, whence
it came out magnified and distorted intoa
brutal and unproviked outrage. . .
Wretched-indeed must have been the
state of that fawily in which such scenes
wore allowed to meet the eyes of, strang-
ers; and again it may be asked, Why did
not Captain Wilde take wmensures to dis-
solve a univn that had resulted in so much
unhappiness, and in which all hope of im-
provewent must now have disappeared?
Such a stop’ would certainly have been
wise; nor could the strictest moralist
have found aught to censure therein.—
But it Wag now too late. No observer of
huinan affairs has- failed to notice how
surely a gtrongercharncter gains ascenden-
oy over a-weaker w_ith—wllidfx»ib:isfbrqugl}t'
into familiar contact. No law of man can
abrogate this great law of Natare. Talk
as we may about the power of knowledge
or intelléct or virtue, the wlhole ordering
of gociety shows that it is strength of
character which fizes the relative .sttus
of individuals, In whatever community
we may live, we need only look around to

are ordered by those who neither exccute
them nor witness their exeention—that
being left to agents, usnally hardened to
their office, ind who dare not be merciful,
even if so inelined. It adds two-fold to™
the bitterness of such tyranny, that the
tyrant is able to acquire a sort of exemp-
tion from the weakness of pity. It is
wisely ordered that few human beings
shall feel aught but pain in looking upon
the extremo bodily anguish of their fel.
low-men; and whea s monster appears
who seems to contvadict this benign law
he is embalmed as a monster, and trans-
mittad.to future times along with such
rare aves as Calizuly, Dowitian, and
Nans Sahib. - And here —as a Southern
maun, brogaght up in the midst of a house-
hold of slaves—let me remark, that the
worst feature of our system of slavery is
the possibility of the negroes falliny into
the hands of a -brutal owaer capable’ of
exercising all the power pf:the inflicting
miséry which the law gives-him.

Bat the natural law of -compensation is
universal , and if the most wretched being
in existence be a slave subject to the sway
of a bratal owner, certainly vhe next isthe
hupane master who has to do with a
sallen, malicious, or dishonest negro,—
while fol one instance of the former, there
are a huodred of the latter who would
willinglvirivo up-the wholp value of their

"t huniai ohattles in-order T got Tid of the

vexations they occasion. And where
master and man were equally bad, we
have known cases in which it was really

hard to say which .contrived to inflict
most misery : the one might get dsed to
blows and curses so as not much to mind

them, but the other could never escape

the agonies of rage into which his econtu-
‘macious chattle was able to throw him at
any time. -

Captain Wilde's temper was more than
usually mild and lenient; and he +as
probably the most wrotched being.on his
own plantation during the ldst two years
of his life,~a day seldom passing that ho
wag not compelled £o inflict some sort of
punishment upon his negroes. These,
however, never cedsed to feel for himn the
respectful attachment inspired by his
kindness during the happy years of his
batchelor-life ; but, strange asit may scem,
that feeling was now mingled with asort
of pity; for they well knew the
painful reluctance with which he obeyed
the harsh comwmands of his wife. And
of all who mourned the hapless fate of
this unfortunate gentloman, none monrned
more;- bitterly, and few cherished his

emory so long or-so tenderly, as these

omble dependants, who best knew his
real character. )

But it was upon the mulatto girl Fanny,

articularly, that the tyrannieal cruelty
of Mrs. Wilde was poured out in all its.
soverity. From some - cause,—whether
because her duties. rendered her more
linble to commit irritating faults; or
whéther, being always in sight, she was
simply the most covenient object of abuse,
or whether on account of the alleged
former intimagy between this girl and her
master,—certain it-is that th: hatred with
which the mistress pursued her had .
something in it almost diabolical. And
she seemed to tike a peculiar satisfaction
in-making her husband- the instrument
of her persecutionnn ingenious method of
punishing both'her victims, if the motive
were the last of those above suggested.
Aud truly bitter it must have been to
both, when the hand that had been only
too kind was'now forced to the infliction -
even of stripes ; so that one hardly knows
which' to'pitynast: though, if the essence
of punishment be. degradation, certainly
the legal slave suffered less of it than tho
moral ‘one-who had falleni g0 low-beneath.- -
the dominion of a termagant . wifer But
lot it be ever remembered to the honor «
ofthis wretched daughter of bondage,
that, in spite of all, she never lost that
devotedsattachmont for her master, which
‘in one-of a more favored race might be
oulled by a softer- namé. For, whatever
may have been his feblings toward. her,

“digeover thit i!’ﬁ“\"éz"}l'léﬁ’dﬁ!‘é;ﬁré'ﬁibt“tl;i
merely intelligent, cducated, ‘and  good,.
but the energetic, the self-asserting, the

of will prevent subjoction ;. for how often
do wersee o spirit, whosa only prominent
characteristie is ‘a_restless ‘and - tireloss
‘pugnagity, hold-in-complete subsgrviency
those “‘who ara fat superior in “getuil
strongth-of mind; purely-thirough the apa-.
thy of the latter; and -their - indisposition
to-liva in a state.of constant effort. “It'is
because this, petty domingering tempor,is
found ‘much’ ofterier ‘in” women than rin-
‘men, that; wo seo -a_score : of' henpecked:
Husbands to ove- ill-used -wife

into: tols.

the man who fal

) d “of -sla-
vety.to o-wicked woman!, for through'hir:
sha will soininit acts she would ngver dare’
in hér own person ;' and ai double 'woe 'to

|, -But there is 5. point beyond

there enn Temain no doubt of the nature
of hers-for him,~s0 touchirgly-displayed---
at a subsequont- period, when ~sho cast
‘away ithe terror of violent death, 0 strong
in all her race, and sought, by a voluntary
confession of - guilt never imputed fo her,
to0-savé him by taking his place upoun ‘the.
seaffold. :Surely, sugh heroic self-sacrifice -
8uﬂiceh§0 . B R BT
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i tion and horror, and blot an entire family

{ poetical, working out the punishment of

'] thencoforward held her very existetied at

—-pardoned-those:whese atboinjits:d

these two women wae now rapidly driving
their wretched vigtim, and soon, they
were to learn that-they bad been hunting,
not a lamb,” but”a’ tigress, whose single
spring, when.brought to bay, would beas
quick, ag'sure, atid as deadly as was ever
made from an Indian jungle. For now,
near the ¢nd of the third year of Captain
Wilde's married life, its wratched scenes
of discord and tyranny were about to be
closed in a catastrophe”that was to over-
whelm a great community with consterna-

out of oxistence almost in g single night,
—a catastrophe in which Providence,
triie to that ideal of perfect justice alled

two of tha actors by means of their own
inhumanity, at the same time mysterious-
ly involved two othors,—one clothed in
all the innocence of infancy, and the other
guilty only through weaknoss and as the
instrument of another. Seldom, has de-
struction been more sudden or more com-
plete, and never, perhaps, was so annihi-
lating a blow dealt by so weak a hand.
Those who remember the carly times of
Kentucky know thiat the place of the agri-
eultural and mechanies’ fairs of the predent
day was supplied” by “big meetings,”
which, under the various names of asso-
ciations, eamp-meetings, and basket-meet-
ings, continued in full popularity to a
quite recent period,;and were at last par-
tially suppressed on account of the im-
mworality which they occasioned and en-
couraged. It was to these holy faifs—
as now to secular ones—that the wealth
and fashion™ of early Kentucky crowded
for the purpose of displaying themselves
most conspiciously before the eyes of as-
Yembled counties. Mrs. Wilde, like most
women of her” temper, was passionately
fond of sush public triumphs, and had de-
‘termined ata camrp-meeting soon to be held

which little was indeed necessiry; for has
man life is a frail thing, and o determined”
hand is'always strong.  She had nlready’
undergone the most effectual preparation’
forsuch a task,—that of the soul sand’
when that is once thotoughly accomplish.
ed, not much more is needed ; a fact which
geems not to be understood by those pa--
triotic assassins—Irench and Italian—
whose elaborately contrived infernal ma-.
chines' do but betray the anxious précau-.
tions taken to insure lives which, accord-
ing to their own professions, have been
rendered valueless by tyrahuy, and ought
therefore to bo the more fréely riske

Felton and Charlotte Corday.. under
their business better; but even their prop-
arations-may-be called elahorate;-compared-
with those of this poor slave-girk. = -
Captain Wilde returned late in the eve-
ning with the -coveted coach; and~the
whole family, white and black, of course, .,
turned out to admire that crowning addi- "
tion to the family splendor. But.among"
thé noisy group of the latter there stood
one who gazed upon the objent of admira-
tion with thoughts far different from those
of her companions ; and socon the careless
mirth of all was checked and chilled- into -
silent fear, when they saw their master
take from beneath one of the scats a new
specimen of the well-known green cow--
skin, and hand.it, to his wife. Ah! they
all knew that appealing look well, and the
hard, relentless frown by which it was an-
swered, as well as they koew the use of
the dreaded 1nstrument itzelf. But there
was only one among them who compre-
hended its immediatepurpose. Theglance
of eruel meaning which the tyranness, af-
ter having examiued the lithe, twisted rod
critically for an instant, cast upon the ob-
jent of her walice, probahly banished the -
last lingering hesitation from ghe breast
of the latter,—who turned away ostensi-

in the vieinity, to outshine all her rural
neighbors in splerdor.  For the full reali-

bly ‘to the performante of her accustomed
daties, butin reality ‘tosettle the details '

zation of this ambition, 2 new carriage was,
in her opinon, absolutely pecessary-—
This fact she communicated to her hus-
bpnd, and upon some demur on his part,
a thing now very rare, her temper, as usu-
al, broke forth in a storm of reproach and
abuse, 50 that thé poor man, completely
subdued, was glad to purchase peace by
acquiescence in what his judgment ro-
gurded as a foolish éxpense ; and he pre-
pared immdiately to set off for L——
to prozugg the coveted vehicle. But be-
fore he hhd mounted, his wife, yet hot
from theirrecent altercation, discovered
or affected o discover some negligence on
the part ofithe mulatto girl, who 'wus en-
gaged in pirsing the child, which was at
_this-time saffiring from .o dzagerogsill~
noss. Now the one tender trait of this
violent womtn was intense love for her
offspring ;"hut it was a love that, far from
softening her manner toward others, par-
took,jon the coatrary, of the fierceness of
her general character, and became, like
that of a wild animal for its young, a
source of constant apprehension to those
whose duty compelled thew to approach
its object.  Se now, seizing the weeping

ofa crime unsurpassed in coolness and °
résolution by aught record of pirate or
highwayman. Itwas probably during the
hours immediately succeeding Captain
Wilde's return that her deadly purpose
shaped itself forth in the plan finally exe-
cuted ; bécause it was not till then that she
beeame cognizant of all the circumstances
which entered into its formation. Sel-
dom have more nicely calculated combi-
natiens enteredinto the plots of criminals, |
and never was a plot depending on sp
many chances more completely successful.
Yot the pivot of the whole, as often in .
more extensive schemes of homicide, is
to be found in thereckless daring and ut- .
ter disregard of personal safety manifest- -
.ed thronghout:  _Fov thigalone she seems ~ .
to have madeno caleulations and taken
no precautions; her whole mind being
beut apparently on the solutjos of one sin-
gle difficulty,—how to approach her ene-
my undetected.

As to the details of this affair; let ug -
mention one or two facts, and then the
conductofthe murderess will itself explain
“them. We have already stated that
the only child of Captain and Mrs.

culprit by the hair, she dragged her to the
door, and, after exhausting her own pow-
ers of maltreatment, called to her husband
and ordered hini to bring, on his return,
a new cowhide,—¢ For you shall,” eried
she, in an uncontrollable rage, « give this
wretch, in the morning, two hundred lash-
es!” It wag a bratal threat, falling from
the lips of one who was called a lady; for,

of all ortures, that of the cowhideis for
the mowment the most intolerable, in its
sharp, penetrating agony, as is well known
by those who remewber even a moderate
application of it to their own person in[
school-boy days. The victim knew that!
the execution of the barbarous menace
Wwould be strict to tite letter, and that it
would be but little preferable to death it-
self. ~ Yet, in spite of this, she now, for
the first time, failed to cower and trem-
ble, but arose and faced her oppress-
|.or, erect and defiant. The last drop had
now been dashed into the cup of endu.
rance,—the final blow had been struck,
under which the human spirit cither falls
crushed and prostrated forever, or from
which it springs uptémpered to adaman-
tine hardmess, and incapable thenceforth
of feeling either fear for itself or pity for
its smiter. That one momernt had entire-
ly roversed the relations of the two, making
the slave mistress’s fate, while the latter

the will of herslave. The cruel wom-
an had raised up for herself that coemy
mare terrible even to throned tyrants than
an arwy with banners ; for there is gome-
thing ruly terrific in the almost omnipo-
tent power of harm possessed by any in-
telligent being, whom hatred, or fanati-
cism, or suffering has wound up to that
point of desperation where it is” willing to
throw away itg own life in order to reach
that of an adversary,—such desperation ag
inspired the gladiator Maternus, in his ro-
mantic expedition from the woods of T'ryn-
sylvania through the matshies of Panné-
nia and thie Alpine passes, to' strike the
lord of the Roman world in_the _resessea
of his own palace, and in the presence of
his' thousand guards. . He who .has pro-
voked such hostility can know no safety,
'but in the destruction of his enemy,—a
faot well understood by the elder Napole-
on, who, however he might admire, never
at hig-per--
son showed them utterly recklods of- the

-Gafity of their own. ™ - =

Aud now, for a feww" hours, the - whole
interest of our narritive -centres. in- her
whim’that moment had but so cormplétely

‘ti‘an'pfprmed-andmago already »° murder-
essin heart 'and in -purposé.  And . Low
thorouphlyinust that ~heart - hava: been
stoeled, and how entiro~must-- haye-heeu

Hlor dark'despalic aud.plond for.its onwerime;L__

" Tt was probably on a discovery of this
feoling iu the girl that the intermeddling
gister-in-law founded herchargengainst lier
master, .., v Tl
which hu=
man endurance cannot- go,—at which
'mildei"gzi_ture:‘tumé:tp"volugtxlry deathas - -
arafuge from further suffering, and-fiercar -

onea -begin‘to vontomplaté ering with st
vago complagency. - Towards ‘this .poin

him, if he be-not as-Wicked and hardened
‘mis » The bargain of the oJd’

. as hia misfrase b

the ruthless and erse‘v_'qﬁhng;jcn"'xelgj_qf5

“[-eliebanishuient of ail-vounteractingfoal-

ings, when she sould fon"_.,nt‘whqle day, in
.the midst of'a liuschiold .of fellow-servants,
and under the-watohful “oyés of an angry
istross; continue to-discharge her usual

ture; botvay, the alightest indication of its

the discovery of the crimie! Thore was'no

'she crouchied there,
she expebted has

£asks, benring this'deadly- purpose.in-her|.
s1bregst;'yet never, by-word, look, or ges.|-
dreadFul seorgt,~—no, . uot even 50 *much |
| as to draw-suspicion toward horself, after

Wilde, an infant about eightecn months
old, ‘was at this time dangerously ill.
For a fortnight it had been the custom
of the parents to sit up with it on alter-
nate nights, this night it being the father's
regdlai turn to perform that duty; but..
his trip of twenty five or thirty miles had
fatigued hiwm so much that it was judged
best for his wife -to relieve him.—his
slumbers being usually so profound as to
be almost lethargic, so that, when once
fairly asleep, the loudest noises even in
the same room would fail to arouse him,
and it being feared, therefore, that the
little paticnt might suffer, if left to his
care in his present state of weariness.
in the same room slopt a young negro
girl, whose duty it was to carry the child
-into the open air when occasion required,
—an office which Fanny herself had mora...
than once performed.  The rcader will -
note how ingenioysly every one of these -
circumstances was woven into the girl's
scheme of dtath, and how each was made
subgervient to the end in view. T
At ten o'clock on the night of the 18th
of July, 17—, everything had becomo .
quiet about that lonely farm-house, so
completely isolated in the midst of its |
wide plantation that the barking of the =
dogs at the nearest dwellings-was baraly
heard.in the.profound stillness. A: dim ~
light, as from a deeply shaded candle, ’
shone frou: one of the casements to the
right of the hall-dour, showing where tha
parents watched by the bed of their suf- *
feringinfant.- Alongthe high-read, which,
a fow rods in fronf, stretched whito smd
silent in the moonlight betweon its long .
lines of worm-fences, a solitary traveller
on horsgback was journeying at-this hour. *
This gentleman afterward remembered be-
ing more usually impressed by the air of
peace and repose that reigned about ‘the .\
place, as he rode under thc tall' locust
trees which skirted the yard and ¢ast their

‘dark-shadows over-into—the—highway s~
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But he did not sec-a female form flitting
furtively from the negro-quarters in, tho

rear, toward the house; and a shado o
suspicion might have crossed his - mind,- :
had he glanced back a moment later and
beheld that form approavh the lighted™"
winduw with stealthy, cautious steps, gn_d
peer long and intently throngh the partis
ally.drawn curtains-upon .the scene.with..
‘in, then, stooping low, glide along ‘;thg -
moonlit wall and disappear beneatli. the:{
short flight of wo"o':l(?’n steps that led up
to.the frontdoor.: '- " - o L
. Ilere ensconoed, safe.from: observation; +
‘the murderéss  lay ¢ listening to - evéry «.
sound in the sick room above. Ten,-

moon”was setting.an
gioniog to eavelop th
ag-she was abouf: to stgal
her. ¢abin "utobserved; th
head opened, and the yo
atill half-asleep, cyma torth;.” stoo
homent dpon thetopuiost-at
her senses,. and: thon, with the wailing in
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‘tinie or opgortimit‘y “for “preparation,-
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