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ATTLE OF BALL’S BLUFF!
HOW IT OCCURRED,

VINDICATION OF COL. BAKER!

Correspondence of N. Y. TRIBUNE.

The late terrible disaster by a portion
of the troops of Gen. Stone’s division on
the Upper Potomac, on Monday, the 21st
October, hus been so variously reported,
and its true history appears to be so very
important to the community, that I have
thought it worth the while to wait until
the official reports of the leading officers
¢negaed would igstruct us in all branches
of the programme, as well as in tho actual
fight. I regret to say, however, that,
even at this late dat>, there are points of
inquiry, which I h'ayc found it,inipossil?le
to gut intelligibly answered ; and defie-
inees oceur even in the principal reports,
which serve to bewilder rather than in-
struct.  The report of Brizadier General
Stone, particularly, who was the origina-
tor pf the expedition, is most udfortunate
ir this respect, and were it not that we
are furnished with his principal written
orders, through other channels, and with
cxplanatory dates from other sources, it
would be difficult to understand the real
philosaphy of his ex raordinary move-
ments.

The general reader has followed the.
progress of the army of the Potomac,
frout the time when the bristling tide of
the three months” men, headed by the
bayonets of the ¢ Seventh,” poured down
Broadway to Washiugton, till, in. its 1g-
norant pride, it rashly overeflowed the
heights at Centreville, and was shattered
amid the masked hatteries at Manassas.
The public saw its dejected f{ragments
gathered up; they likewise saw it tender-
ly re-organized and infused with a fresh
lifeby a new and capable commander:
and they experienced a substantial grati-
fication when they were informed that the
vacancics wide by the retirement of in-
competent pretenders, should theneeforth:
be filled only by meo of known ability and
geasoned courago. By regular degrees
we beheld the increasing host extend its
imnmense wings till it studded the entire
eastern bank of the upper Potomac on the
right, and stretehed down to Port Tobae-
co on the left; growing all the while in
the center, until all together it had ac-
cumulated the vast bulk of nearly a quar-
ter of a million of men. The seison of
peril and of serious disnster seemed. gurely
to be past; and never was an assurance
more trustfully received by the people
than the authoritative declaration that
the days of sach reverses as Bull Run,
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were to be known no more.

 The central weight of this tremendous
mass of xoldiers, tending toward the line
of the Confederates, insensibly inclined
the Jighter body back; and as it became
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more capable of applying its pressure with

precision, the opposing pawor yialdfx_, ~=
step by step—first relingquishing the line
of Munson’s ill, their retiring beyond
Bailey’s  Cross-Roads, their giving up
Fall’s Chuarch, Lewinsville, and  Vienna,

aund finally fulling back beyond Fairfax
Court-louse toward their old lair of trea-
son at Manassas.

Thus invited on, it
seemed advisable that our right wing, to
the North, should extend in unison with
tiie advances of the centet, and that Lees-
burg, which was the connecting angle be-
tween Winchester and the Loudon road,
should be overflowed, and enveloped with-
in our lines. Accordingly, and as a
proper preliminary to such demonstration,
Gen. MeClellan ordered Gen. MecCall,
whose division was established at Lang-
ley’s, in Virginia, some distance to the
south of Leesburg, to make a reconuois-
sance in force in that direction, pushing
on to Drainsville, and even heyond that
to Goose Creek, if necessary, to perfect
his observationa.

Ou the next day, information of this
movement was dispatched to (zen Stone,
whose division, as a portion of Gen.
Banks’ command, lay on the castern bank
of the Potomae, about thirty miles from
Washington, and was nearly opposite to
Leesburg.  The following is'the dispateh:

“¢To Brigadier General Stoxg, Poolesviile :

*Gen, MeClelan deslies et inform you that Gen.
MceCaull oceupled  Urajnsville yesterdny, and s still
there,  Will kend out heavy reconnoissanees todny in
all diroctions from that pofut, The General Cesiresthat
vou keep a pood looknut vpon Lecshurg to sce if this
movemunt bus the effect to drive them sway,  Perhinpa
a #light demenrtration on your part would have the

slfect tomove them.
. *“A V.COLBURN, Ast. Adjt.-Gen”

When Gen. Stone received this mes-
sage, which, it will be pevecived, was very
limited in its character, he had one eom-
prny of the 15th Massachusetts, Captain
Philbrick. stationed upon a narrow slip
of land, lying in the center of the Poto-
mac, called Harrison's Island. This Is-
land is nearly three wiles long and about
two hundred yards in-width, with the
river running swiftly in between the two
main shores, being about a mile, with the
largest width of water on the Maryland
aido. Across this Istind runs a route he-
tween the shores, which is known as Coon-
rad’s Ferry ; and stationed at its Mary-
land end was Bunting's New York battery,
undér- Licut, Bramball,  About three
miles further down, and near. to Pocles-
ville, which is Gen. Stone’s headquarters,
is‘another crgjssing. known: as Edward's
Ferry, Thé distance between thése two
Ferries along the river, on the Maryland.s~
side, is between three and four miles
making the brse of an acute triangle with
Leesburg,” which 'is distant” about ten
ailesmE - T

Gen. Stotie, on receiving the dispitch,
sent four additional companigs of the 15th;
Massachusetts, under Col. Dovins, to Har-
rison’s Island, with ‘directions for him to
cross twenty wen to the Virginia 'shore
that afternoon, with orders for them to
reconngitre as far as ‘possible on the reid
to Leesburg, ‘nnd report, He then dis-
patched, Col. Leee with o battalion of the

Rhede Island battery,.and-the Tammany -
Regimént, under Col. Coggswell; to"Coon-
rad’s Ferry, opposite the islind, to abide
the necessity of an embarkation.of a fur« |
ther force.. To Edwardy’ Ferry, where
Ricketf's battery was alrendy .stationed,
the Generial set out himgelf, taking "with "
him the brigide of Gen* Gorman, the Tth. .

" ataly. , Kuguire of " ADAM SENSEMAN.
Cartjrle, Dec. 20, °60 -L. s [
.o Lo ’ . -
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| Mioliigan Volunt

ers, the Putnam Rang- .

‘

Jbehind a hill, about a mile and a half dis- |

| guess or by a watch;

tien/ of_pontoons, or even an inquiry as to

:Massachusetts:20th, asection of Vaughn's.__ .

e 3, and two troops of Cavalry under Maj. I
Van Allen. Encamped a few wiles to
the rear, but within handy reach, lay the
brigade of Col. Baker, consisting of his
California battallion of 630 men ; Baxter’s
Fire Zouaves, 900 ; Owen’s Pennsylvania |
Regiment, 700; Morchead's Pennsylva-
nia Regiment, 500; and the Harris Cav-
alry, 140; making, in all, 2,920. Thus’
we have grouped before our minds all the |
Union forces which were destined to per-|
form a part in the bloody tragedy of the
morrow. DMeanwhile, Gen MecClellan,
having been “apprised by Gen MecCall,
who had successfully arrived at Draines-
ville, that therc werc indications ofsthe
enemy being in considerable foree in the
direction of Lecesburg : and there being,
therefore, some dangér of a flank attack
from Centreville, he dispatched orders to
that officer, at a late hour on the after-
noon of the 20th, to,return with his divi-
sion from Drainsville back to his camp on
the following (Monday) morning. e
did not, however, at the same time, send
word to that effect to Gen. Stone, evident-
ly supposing that he would confine himself
to the scope of the instructions forwarded
through Col Colburn, and thus not ex-
ceed an observatory and auxiliary atti-
tude, While, therefore, Gen. Stone was
grouping his forees at Coonrad’s and Ed-
wards’ Perries, and awaiting the report of
the reconunoissance of Philbrick, the divi-
sion of Mc¢Call was wioving from the scene.
It was evident, however, from General
Stone's position at Bdwards’ Ferry, that
the movement of MeCall had been felt,
and had oecasioned great perturbation a-
mong the forees of the Confederates, for
early in the afternoon of ¥unday a regi-
ment of infantry appeared woving hastily
from the direction of Leesburg toward the
river, and there halted, as if' seeking a po-
sition.  Upon this the forces of General
Gorman ‘were at once deplayed ; but, no-
ticing his movements, the rebels possed

l

tant, by air line, from Fdwards’ Ferry,
and made a halt. Rickett's battery at
once ‘prepared to give them a salute, and
at the sametime (fen. Stone ordered three
flat-boats to be filled with wmeu, to per-
snade them that we wmeditated an attack.
The maneuver had the desired effect —
The rebels, finding the shell dropping too
hot and close upon their neighborhood,
abruptly fled, their movements being not
alittle quickened Ly the yells of the Min-
nesotans in the crossing boats. I will
just pause here to notice that Gen. Stone
timed the erossing and recrossing of these
boats, and says, in his report, that they
performed each passage in about sie or
seven minutes ! The object of this appa-
rently sporting statement ubout such an
incident does not at first appear, but it
acquires a gravity and significance when
near the close of his report he deplores
the delays experienced 1n the transporta-
rttorof-tha California treops by Col. Ba-
ker. Gen. Stone does not inform us
whether he measured this incident by
but, if with the
latter, it may fairly gn upon the record as
a great exploit; for the scows were loaded
down with 85 men each, and the strcam
was swollen and rapid with recent rains,
Compared with the 6 minutes 36 seconds,
which is the best mile time of an R-oared
racé-boat in thestillest water, the trivmph
iz beyond all precedent.  If propelled a-
cross by polls, as the scows at Coonrad’s
Ferry were on the following day, the per-
formance might be called almost miracu-
lous.

After the disappearance of the rebel re-
giment, the afternvon wore away at Iid-
wards’ Ferry without any further inci-
dent, and night coming on, Gen. Gor-
man’s Brigade, and the Tth Michigan, re-
turned to camp, Gen. Stone, however,
ordered the Tummany regiment, the com-
panies of the 20th Massachusetts, and the
Vaughn_Artillery to continuent Coonrad’s
crossing for the night, while he, himsolf,
remained with the Putnam Rangers, Van
Allen’s Cavalry, aud the Rickett’s Battery
at Tidwards’ Ferry. At aboirt 10 o’clock
at night he reccived at this latter place a
report of the reconnoissance of Capt. Phil-
‘brick, who reported through the Quarter-
waster of the 15th Massachusetts, that he
proceeded with his squad to within one
mile of Leesburg; that no pickets of the
cnemy were out; that near dusk he dis-
covered a small camp of about 80 tents,
uppn the edge of the wood, near the town,
but, though he appronched it within 25
rods, he was not even challenged - This
statetuent seemed to indicate to Stone that,
the enemy ha.. either retired fram Lees-
burg, or held it with inferior force, and
it was then that he probably conceived,
for the first tinie, the notion of making a
brilliant coup by capturing Leesbuig
himself, The likelihood of this is very
strong, for it not only agrees with all the
previous and subsequent circumstances of
the situation, but it is the only thiory by
which we ¢an reasonably account for the
extraordinary determination of an -gkpe-
riencedarmy officer to cross several thous-
and men.)wit.h horses and artillery, over a
broad and rapid river, withgut a prepara-

whether they ‘were boats or 8COWS, Or
cans of transportation of any kind what-
rer; evpecially after having sroused tlie:
enemy to vigilance against such a proceed-
ing, by the feint to cross during theafter-
noon. - E

 But with this new determination in his
1mind, Geén. Stone inimediately sent orders
to Col. Deving, who was still on Harri.
sou’s Island, to cross with his four com.
panies to the Virginia shore, and march
silently toward the town under cover of
the night, to the camp referred to. In
the language of Gens -Stone’s: report, as
printed in" the newspapers, he was ‘then
to attack it at.daybrenk, and ~destroy it
pursne the_enemy as far as would ‘ba pru-
deut;-and _then fall_back immediately-to
the island, his return to be covered by a
compaity of the lV_Inssuoh\'xsét,ts.ZOth. to.be
posted.on.a: bluff directly over the landing
place. . Col.” Daving was further . ordered’
to.make close observation of the position,
strength, and movements 6f the éncmy,
and in the event of their Heing no enoiny
visible,.to held & 'seoire_position until he.
cquld bo strenpthened. L

¥
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[Mexican war, and what, perhaps, was

own bridgade, -witl’ the 15th and 20th

at Monocacy, and it likewise should be

regiment which was left fur Col. Baker’s

word to have the lst California Reyi-

prepare the remainder of the brigade to
Sfollow after an carly brealfast.

sleeping in his tent, at precisely 2 o’clock
a.

inquiry as to whether or not there were
suggestion of that sort nccompanied the
stderation which no military mind organ-
overlooking, Col. Baker taok it for granted
subject.
dier, however, he sprang from_his couch

at once, and going to-}is -Californians,
informed them, in a tone of ehaurful pro-

crossing and to cover the return.,

sance, snys the report of Gen. Stone, was
eeded along the Leesburg road "until

suddenly upon a Mississippi: regiment,

‘Oné of our harses=was shot down, but his

found- nono there, discovering that

Qan, ¥tono.4o crors tho 7.600 which he says ho placed at
tho cninmand of, Col Baker, without teaving any 1nar.
| 5:1 for'mishaps, dolays, aud shp diflcultics slways in

_milo in_hroadth avera txvo_small scowa in tho-first chan-

These preliminaries being arranged, the
next proceeding of Gen. Stone was to se-
lect the btigade and the commander to
whom he would intrust the important
operations of the following day. Upon a
brief reflection, the majority of the requi-
site conditions presented themsc‘ves in
favor of Col. Baker; and on the strength
of his known gallantry, the cxtenbive ex-
pericnce which he had acquired ab onc of
the most distinguished officers jof the

equally important, the affection” of “his
troops, it was decided he should have com-
mand. ’
Before forming these conclusions, how-
ever, and in further evidence that Gen.
Stone’s determination to cross®the river
was sudden, we have the following dis-
patch, which he sent to Gen. MoUlellan
latein the afternoon of Suuday, it answer
to the one which he had received from
the Commander-in-Chief in the morning :

or TnE Phrowac,
Oct. 26, 1861.
(Recolved at Washington from Pooleshille.)

“To Major Ganeral McCLELLAN ¢ Madea fuint of croas
fug at this place this afternoon, and at the same time
rtarted a reconnoitering party toward Leepburg from
Harrison's {sland.  The enemy’s pickotp ratived to in-
tronchments  Report of reconnoitering party not yot
racelved. [ have meansof crossing one hundred and
twenty-five men once in ten minutes'al eath of two
points. Liver falling slowly.

“#C., BTONE. Drigadier-General,”"*

The troops to be placed at the disposal
of Col. Raker for the dangerous service
were what T bave already detailed as his

“ JIFADQUARTERS OF TIIE ARMY

Massachusetts, and the Tanmany Regi-
ment.  With these were several batteries,
but it should be mentioned here that one
halt of his California Regimwent was away

mentiongd that the contingent of that

use, and which the printed report of Gen
Stone continually speaks of as a regiment,
was anerely a ¢ battalion” of (S0 men.
laving dceided the point of the com-
mandership, Gen. Stone sent Col. Baker

ment at Coonrad’s Ferry at sunrise, and

This

srder was received by Col. Baker while

m, on Monday morning. When it
caino to him he had received no previous
intimation that he would be required to
move on the worrow, and had never found
it necessary to direct his mind upon the
No

means to cross the river in force.
Gieneral’s order, and that being a con-
izing an expedition would be saspocted of

that the mcans were ready, and probably
never once directed his thouglits to the

With the alacrily of a‘true #ol-

mise, that the opportunity had come at
last, for them to distingnish themselves
in battla.  He gave them but two hours
to prepare their rations, and then raquired
them to march. In two hours later he
stirred the whole bripade: and having
started the California battalion off to Coon-
rud’s Ferry under Lieut.-Col Wistar, he
remained with the bulk of his troops, to
bring them on himself.
THE OPERATIONS OF MONDAY.

While'Col. Baker was thus preparing
his brigade, Col. "Devins was’ engaged in
crossing from Harrison’s lsland to the
Virginia shore, with his four companies,
but though he had begun the operation
as early as 2 o’clock (the exact hour when
(ol. Baker received his orders,) it was
day-break, owing to the fact of having
only two boats to effect the passage, be-
fore they were ready to tuke wp their
march. Asthey dehirked from tﬁe SCOWSR,
Col. Lee of the Massachusetts 20th, stoorl
on the bluf with 100 men tv protect the
I re-
peat the Ttulies here, beeause it has been
=aid in the report of Capt. Hincks that
“the landing place on the Virginia shore
was unforinnately seleoted,” and it is pro-
per that the approach, if any, shonld nos
fail on Col. Baker. Col. Devins set out
on the same road which had previously
been taken by Capt. Philbrick, but, to
distract attention from his movements,
(Gen. Stone directed Gen. Gorman, at d-
wards Feorry, to send over two companies
of the Tst Minnesota, and make, from the
same direction, a reconnoissance, with a
squad of Cavalry, alopg the Lecsburg
road. This squad, which was thirty in
number, was under the command of Maj.
Mix, and it was accompanied Ly Lord
Tempest Vane, -who, under the title of
Capt. Chas. Stewart, was acting Adjutant-
General for Gen. Stone; and also by Capt.
Murphy and Lieuts. Gourand and Pierce.
This party was dircoted to go no further
ilong the ]Leesburg' road, from Edward’s
Ferry, than the vicinity of u hidden bat-
tery, which was known to be in that di-
rection. They were then to turn off‘and
examine the country between that and
Goose: Creek, and, if attacked, to'return
rapidly to cover behind the skirmishers
of the ‘Minnesota 1st.- This rcconnois-

most gallantly conduoted.” The pirty p
near the bidden battery, when it came

received its fire at less than forty yards,
arfd then, whirling round,-returned=it
with their vevolvers as they hunjed off.

rider was seized by Gourand and !drawn
upon the saddle, behind -him ; while- the
horse was replaced by the capture of one
of the Virginia cavalry, whom thoy took

prisoner duripg their gallop back.~— |

Devins, meanwhile, with his Masesa-
chusetts mon,"kept advancing toward the
treacherously silent town of Lecsburg, but

when he arrived -af_ the position desig-|
nated sas the.site of the sma)l ¢amp, 'he

;,At lil;ls‘nit.e ¥ would have ro ulrog ﬂ;o lioitrs for

the way ofarobarkation of horsea and artlllory. The
means for the erossing of this army, overa - rivor halfa

nel and oNg in the'second, tho capaclty of which will
prosuntiy o seon, L . ’ R
.

Philbrick, deceived by the uncertain light,
had mistaken openings in the trees for
rows of tenis. Finding a good position,
however, to conceal his force. Devins
sent back a messenger to Stono, and con-
tinued h's reconnoissance according to
directions. Inorder to protect him while
he was thug employed, the General, on
receiving a report of his position, sent ten
cavalry to join him, and also directed
Lieut.-Col. Ward of the 15th Massachu-
setts, to move with his battalion to a po-
sition on the right, in order that he might
protect the Colonel’s flank on his
Capt Candy of Gen. Lander's
companied this squad, but forfSome rea-
son *“never explained to me,”‘says Gen.
Stone in his report, ¢ geither of these or-
ders were carried out”” The cavalry
crossed and came’ back, but did rot ad-
vance from the shore, “and thus,” gon-
tinues Gen. Stone, ¢ Col. Devins was de-
prived of the means of obtaining warning
uf any approach of the enemy

This is a serious and sweeping accusa-
tion, for had not Col. Devins become 10
entangled with the enemy that it required
a great sacrifice on Col. Baker's part to
try to save him, the generous commander
of the (;alifdrnia Brigade would not have
been f}ﬂrced into the foils, and the disaster
of the sequel would never have been
known. DBut there is another thought
that comes up here, and that is, that af-
ter the cmbarkation feint of the previous
afternoon had put the enemy upon the
watch, Devins was probably under obser-
vation from the moment of his lauding.
The cnemy, acute in everything, and
having him quite safe, could afford, shark
like, to poise himself for a heavier prey.
This would have been a natural artifice
under a full knowledge of the ecircum-
stances, and many military men believe
it to have been the case.

Leaving the Virginia picture for awhile,
and without stopping to specdlate upon-
the movements of the rebels, we must
return to the right bank of the Potomac,
and notice the proceedings there.

According to the programme laid down
for Gen. Baker, he had forwarded his
California battalion to Coonrad’s Ferry,
and they remained there under Wistar
until near 8 a. ., at which tiwme Colonel
Baker, having pu't his brigade in shape,
harried forward and appeared at the Fer-
ry among them. As svon as he rode-up
he asked Wistar, who was sitting on the
bank, if he had received any orders and
what they were. “ We are to cross,”
said Wistar, “if we hear heavy firing.”
Baker then looked at the shore, and not
sceing; anything in the way of pontoons
or in thé shape of boats, except two small
sized wretehed scows, he turned again to
Wistar with a smile, and asked ¢ what
are you goingto cross in?”’  Wistar made
no aiswer, as the condition of affairs
seemed to answer of itself, upon which
the Colonel, with the same smile upon
his face, turned his horse’s heud and:gal-
loped toward Kdward's Ferry.

For gghat tgok place at this interview
between (ol. Baker and Gen. Stone, we
must refer to the General’s report.  Gen.
Stone says in his report, that after Col.
Baker had reported to him in person, he
explained to Buker the advance on Drains-
ville, by McCail, and the whole position
of affairs that had supervened; and then
directed him to go to Harrison’s Island,
asswme command, aud add to his former
force, if necesssry. the 19th Massachusetts
regithent. He told him he was “ex-
tremely desirous of ascertaining the exact
position and force of the enemyin front,
exploring as far as it was safe on the
right toward Leesburg, and ou the left
toward the Leesburg and Gum Spring
Road” He spoke also of the hidden -
battery, and said he would do his best to
push Gorman’s troops toward the same
point, by the way of ldward's Ferry.
“The means of transportation across,”
continues the report, “of the sufficiency
of which he (Buker) was to be the judge,
was detailed,” and it was “left to his
discretion, after viewing the ground, to
retire from the Virginia shoreander the
cover of his guns, and the firé of the
large infantry force, or to pass over re-
enforcements in case he found it practica-
ble, and the position on the other side fa-
vorable. I stated I wished no advance
made, unless the enemy were of"inferior
force, and under no circumstance o pass
beyond Leerburg, or a strong position be-
tween it and Goose Creck, on the Gum
Spring, i. e., the Manassas Road. Col.
Baker was cautioned as to passing artil-
lery across the river, and 7 begged, if he
did so, to see it well supported by good
infantry.” * * * «Jeavingthe mat-
ter-of crossing.more troops, or retiring
what were already over, to his discretion,
I gave him entire control of operations on
the right”’ Gen. Stone, after these ver-
bal directions, then handed Col. Baker a
written order, Of the two found in his
hat when he was slain, the following is
probably the one he received threugh
Wistay, when at the Ferry:

¢ J1. Q. Corps of”* [here a.word was evidontly carried
off with tho corner of the sheot by a buliet.)

“ Epwanpa's Feany, Oct. 21, 1861,
4 Col, . D. Bakor, COMMANDER OP BRIGADE,

44 CoLoNEL s In cage of heavy firing in front of Harrlson’s
Isltud, you will advance the Callfornin Regifiont of
your Brigado, or retire the ragiments under Cola. Lee
add Davik; wtyour-diserotion,-agsuniug. .command - on--
avrival, i oot i

a

# Vory resnactfully. Colonel,
% Your most obediont servant,
4 CILAS. P. STONR,
» # Brigadier General, Commanding.”

The following was doubtless' the one
thdat-cnmie-to-him-on-the--battle-field; and: -
which having been read ana commented
upon-by Col. Coggswell, with the word -
“all right,” the Colonel had passed into
liis hat without porusal. .

¢ TIRADQUARTERS CORPS OF ODRERVATION, Y *
. Edwards’s Forry, Oct.22—11:50 a. m,

4 Col, E: D. Baxza; CoMMANDING DBRiaADE. .
" ColoNEL: Lam Informed thiat the force of the cnemy -
is. about 4,000, all told. If you can push'them you.
way do 80 as far as to havo a’strong position near Loer,
barg--1fyou can keep them before you, nvoiding theif
batterfor, Ifthoy Ynss Leesburg and  take  the- Gum
Springe-road:you:will-nog follow fmr’—lmrnplze the firsg ™
good position to cover that road. Thelr, design is to
draw us on, If thoy are obliged to retroat. as farasGooso. .,
Creek, whero thoy can bo re-enforced from Munassas,
and have a strong position.

# Report frequently, so that, whi
Qormah can come

;

on they, are pushed,
up on their flanky " m !

-+ % Yours, respectiully and tealy, " :
' CIHIAB, P, STONE, Brig -Gon, Cownmaniing” |

" It is eVident from theso orders,: both "
verbal* and written, -that. Gen.. Stone; -
having-himself-mndé-no-investigation-as—
to the effiiciency of mcans “of transporta-

tion, took it for granted that there was
enough; and it was likewise evident that
Col. Baker %as too cheerful and high.
spirited a roldier to make a complaint on
the very brink of battle, the cause of
which no one, at that hour, could remedy
any better than himself. He therefore,
to use again the words of Stone’s report,
he, “this gallunt and energetic officer
left me about haif- past 9, and galloped off
quickly to his command.”

It has_been said in the newspapers,
on the authority of Lieut.-Col. Colburn,
Assistant Adjutant.General to MeClellan,
that Gen. Stone told him (Lieut.-Col.
Colburn) that *2 part of his orders to
Col. Baker where that he, Col. Baker,
wag not to cross the river on any account,
unless the means of transportation was suffi.
cient to cross his entire force, but we do
not find this'in the printed copy of Gen.
Stone’s report; and it certainly’ is incon-
sistent with the written orders which Gen.
Baler already had received; inconsistent
also with the subsequent declarations of
Gen. Stone’s report, for in gne part of that
document he defends the means of trang-
portation as sufficient, Laq they been prop.
erly used Indeed, the General goes far
to establish the sincerity of that opinion
by stating further in a subsequent con-
versation with Lieut.-Col. Colburn, that
when in the afternoon he heardthe heavy
firing from the Virginia side, he supposed
that all or nearly all of Baker's troops had
gone, and was surprised to learn, after Col.
Baker's death, that only about 1,700 men
had made the transit, We are reminded
at this point that Gen. Stone's headquar-
ters at lidwards’s Ferry was only about
three miles from Coonrad’s crossing, and
he certainly had facilities to inform him-
sclf of the progress of affuirs at this
main point of operations at every hour,
for messengers were going to and fro all
“day. That he did not make an inquiry of
~any of them on the subject should” be
taken as a proof, at least, of his high
confidence of the experience and fidelity
.which Col. Baker would be sure to be-
'stow upon his task. With these expla-
_nations, we must regard all of the orders
rof Geri. Stone subsequent to the first one
' directing Col Buker, “in case he heard
"heavy firing in front of Harrison’s Island,”’
to cross with his Culifornia Battalion,
or“retire the cowpanies of Lee and
Devens,” as being predicted entirely on
the supposition that he wasalready on the
Virginia side, with his entire brigado.
Liet us now see how “this gallant and

energetic officer” performed his duty.
Col. Baker returned to Coonrad’s Ferry
from Gen. Stone’s headquarters, accom-
panicd by his son, and on the road back
he informed Licut. Baker that “the
General had ordered him to cross and
take ,comthand.”” It was 10 o’clock when
 father andson arrived back to the Cali-
. fornia troops. The first thing which Col.
' Baker then did waa to dispatch a messen-

- ger to hurry alongf*s rest of the brigade,

and his next wus t4 Grder the California
battalion to begin to cross. I have al-
ready described the means of transpor-
tation, and I have now to add that it
required both the scows to embark a
single company. I must say, moreover,
thit the river at this point was about 400
yards across in a direct line. In econse-
(uence, however, of the stiffness of the
current, the distance was considerably
increased by the route required, for' the

4 men wete obliged to pole the scows some

distance up the Muryland shore in
order that they might strike the ferry
on the other. They were also obliged to
pole them all the way across; and some-
times when they did not hit the bank
threy were forced to make a sccond cross-
ing. Not being members“4f:the Minne-
gota 1st, the best therefore they could do
was to average u trip eve.y thrée-quarier
of an hour. While this tedious and
provoking process was going on, aggrava-
ted and delayed the m'ﬁro by the embar-
kation of the artillery hotses, the Colonel
discerned a larger scow in a canal a <ho
distance up the river's bank, and gave di-
rection that it should be got out at once,
and-while this was being done he called
for axes to construct a raft. But of axes
there were none, and nearly two hours
were expended in dragging the lumbering
boat from the canal. While this was
goingon, and at a little after eleven, there
came the sudden sonnd of firing from the
Virg'nia side. The jnstant,Col. Buker
heard this signal, his eye dilated and his
face took light like that of the war-horse
at the trumpet, and pointing to a little
shallow skiff nodding at the bank, that
would only hold about three persens, he
called for the strongest man in the bat-
talion to row him at ance across. He
was consequently sogn afloat, and when
he la: ded on the=island he dispatched
orders back. for the Tammany Regiment
and Bunting’s Battery to follow the Cali,
fornia Battalion, without ‘loss of time, as
they were much nearer than the remain-
ing troops of his brigade. He knew by
the firing, of course, that the troops of
Lee and Devens were: ‘engaged, and it
was necessary they should be quickiy res-
cued fiom their peril. Every promptingof
courage, duty, and humanity, as well as
every_obligation of Gen. .Ston's first

{order, requiréd him to hurry to the fur-

ther shore with whatever force ho had, and,
if he could-not succeed in *retiring them”’
from their peril, to stand by.and do a sol-
dier’s devoir. Wretched and contempti-.
blo indeed must be the soul which ean
contemplate his pausing for his ‘whole

| brigade as.an act of proper caution; or

which would attempt to cast reprodch
upon his noble conduet by the infamous
Hlogio - that if fewer, had gone over less
.would have been'lost.. - Creatures suchas
these do not know how 'to-rénson -upon
nature’s like thit of ‘Col Baker.. Thoir
only means of, measurement uncoil from
"ﬂi—e'!base qualitios they. own (hemsglves,
and even when best inclined-are short for

Jany breadth* of ‘merit., Ioker was'a

man, and & brave “orie; & soldier, and .a
‘good on®, his joint orders were from his

"{ God and his Goneral, #nd in this case both

agreed;’so, taking as' many“comrades us
heshad about him, he moved at oweco
-towards-the-music:df-tho-strife; -
" In the seco ‘

‘2.

nd river channel, ‘vv,hio‘h.vn‘ifi‘4

e ——

than along the eastern shore; but here
there was only a single scow for transpor-
tation, instead of two as on the Virginia
side. It was of but little use, therefore,
for his troops at Coonrad’s Ferry to put
on cxtra boats from the canal, since the
limited accoinmodation in western channel
oould not be made responsive to any in-
crease from the other.

Before leaving the island, Col. Baker put
Capt. Ritman of Company—in charge of the
duty of forwarding the meu, and urged ‘him
to the utmost haste. Had Gen. Stone, be-
fore making his report, been apprised of thia
fact, he would probably have spared Col. Ba-
ker the following sentence which we find in
the printed version of that document:

** After Col. Daven's socond advance, Col Baker went
tn the ficld in person, agidl it 1s a matter of regret to mo
that ne LEPT X0 RECORD (dlas he fol] fn bnttlnsx of what
officern and men ho chargod with the care of the boats,
and insuring the reguinr passage of troops, If Any
were chargod with this duty it was not performed, for
the réinforcemonis, as they arrived, fouud no nne in
command of tho boats. and great delnys were thus oe-
casirned. Hand one Officer, and a company, remained at
each landing guarding guarding the boats, their full
capacity would have beon mado serviceable, AND sUFPFI-
CGIENT MEN WOULD HAVE BEEN PABSED ON TO SECURE SUC~
CER¥,” .
Without stopping to reflect upon the dis-
ingenuouaness of this style of statement and
of inference,. wo may here observe that Gen.
Stone defends the means of transportation,
a3 am- le for his plans; aud the blame as to
Baker's being the judge ofits sufficiency or
insufficiency, consequently vanishes at once.
Moreover, Csl. Baker having taken-all the
precautions which the case required, the
question on this point rests between Stone
and the alacrity of the Californin troops.—
Why they did not make their trips as rapid.
ly 83 the M:-nnesota bargemen, I have already
shown, and Gen. Stone, in treating this por-
tion of the subject, would have earned mora
credit with us for his frankness, had he ad-
mitted that in addition to the laborions pol-
ing of the boats, the double landmngs re-
quired by the intervention of the island, the
difficulties in the embarkation of the horsess
and the guns upon the crazy and leaky scowg§™
that the single flat boat on the Virginia sida
was half occupied during the major portign”
of the afternoon, in taking in, and slowly
and tenderly dischurging the woundcd‘f}iﬁén
that were borne over to the fisland from the
Virginin bank. But these were difficulfies
which Gen.-Stone probably did not.have
before his mind when making his_report,
and commenting upon the conduct of:the
grey haired Senator and spoldier who.was so
much his sgnior in expericnce apd years.—
Certainly he could not haye remindsd him-
self of his own statoment that the .enem
numbered full 4,000 when he added the fof-
lowing remarks.. h

¢ If the infantry force had first crossed,a difference
0f 1.000 mon would have buen made in the infautry line
at thetime of attack, PROBABLY ENOUGE TO HAVE GIVEN
U3 TOR VICTORY.”

Gen. Stone, when he wrote this, knew, of
course, that we had at no time more -than
1,500 men cn the Virginia side. He'says, in
another part of bis report; that--they” out-
numbered us three to one. The latter state-
ment would concede 5,000 to the enemy,
while 1,000 more would make our force on-
ly 2,800. Ifthesg are Gen. Stone's'idensns
to the relative prowess of the opposing troops,
they are highly flattering to the Union vol-
unteers ; but the generalship which decldres
such s minority to be equal to attacking a
torce of such large odds, while in position,
will hardly meet the approval of military
men. To say the least, these incongruities
show o great.want of method on the peftof
Gen. Stone as a writer, and reasonably lead
us to suspect that he may be equally care-
less ns o general. Had he failed with his
figures, however, only upon paper, and the
baitle near Leesburp, aside from ita carnage,
could he blotted from the.Rebel record, wé
might discuss the problem of the relative
prowess of the opposing troops with much
more tranquil feelings.

The Massachusetts tompanies that wero
engaged with the enewy at the time of
Jol. Baker’s crossing, were those of Col.
Devens, which had been attacked sbortly
after they had taken their first position,
between Loesburg and the river, by two.
or three hundred Mississippi riflemen.—
A vigorous resistance, however, soon drove
the Mississippians to the shelter of s wood,
with a considerable loss, and the men of
the 15th then fell back, slowly and in good
order, until they united with the reserve
of the Massachusetts 20th, which had ta-
ken ground about a mile from the river's
bank. Here the gallant fellows made a
stand, and some desultory skirmishing
took place, though Col. Devens was sensi-
ble, all the while, that the enemy in the
cacirgling woods, was momentarialy in-
creasing in audacity and force. But the
undaunted front and steady heroism with

“ Had we but-known,”” ssid a rebel who
was taken prisoner, “how few you were
in numbers, wo would have captured or
killed every man of you before your rein-
forcements came upon the ground.”
Col. Baker landed at the crossing which
had been made common by the previous
detachment; buta ~more ineligible placo
could scarcely have been sclected, It
was 8 steep, clayey bank, -rising precipi-
tously some fiftcen or twenty feet high,
and had become very miry with the tread
of troops. Up this difficult assent it was
found almost impossible to wheel the light,
howitzers, and when the James gun, un+
dor Licut. Brombhall arrived at a Ilgter
bour, it had to be dislodgod, took up
apart, upon o slab, and refixed upon ita
¢arringe when nbové. As soon as Col.
Baker, after landing, had given the ne-
oessary orders. for the forming of squads,
as thoy arrived, ho sentordors back for.
wore artillery, and then taking ttvo éom?
panies, he proceeded by a winding- road,
throwing forward skirmishes as ho want,
toward the field of. battle. The ' Massa.
chusetts men had now fallen back to with-
in aboiit three quarters of 4 niilgfrom the
river's bank,:when-Col.. Baker-. ¢amg . up’
with thens. "Secking . Coli-- Devons, -he
complimdiited him .upon.the: brave and:
successful - manouver -in . which he ‘had:
withstood the presenice of a superior force,

and then. looking. steadily around, he pre.:
pared to make a proper disposition of his-
force,. .. S R Ly
~-The field was an- opening of ‘about s}
acres,the wooda stretching before'the-positien
taken by the Malsach
tho -form of- o-“cresconty and -bonding rount
8o 88-to-threaten both ends of their line.
Within'thess ‘woods were q
or'three Misdiusippi Rogi g of
infantry—and oo Virginia, and the: whole'
under tho charge of Gen, Evans. The bate,
tle, thig far; had been:kopt only in- s ftfal,,
desultory way, the opposing coverts cecagigus,
ally gpitting sheated flame, followed- by th:
sound _of .cheers.:-The ~Rebels

s
o

1

ments—all hein

A

time, in ignorarce of our numbers and cur.

fented to  advance.upon -our postion for n.,

B

e

ugetts troops. almost.in -

alrendy posted twos -

which the Massachusetts men _repelled
every assault, kept the battle on” its feeé,

<

y

“evidently. .



