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ADDRESS OF HON. F. WATTS

AT THE"™

.Pennsylvania Agricultural Fair,
Harrisburg, Sept. 28, 1855,

The Inst few yeors has given birth to a new
era. Ouf nttention has been mirested and ou
minds suddenly called to contemplate the im-
portance of agriculture. Cultivaters of t
enrth have been invited, nye, preseed to tak
their place in the rnce which is now being ru
in the world’s progress. They have bec

" startled by the sound that has been made fc
them; and they begin to think that there
work to do beyond the precincts of the fain
They begin to feel, tuo, that the spirit of 1)
enlightened mind which alcne can give a ripl
direction to the operations of matter, bas beer
at work for them.

To thuse who"have put their hands m
hearts to the work of promoting this gre:
interest, there is a plearing cousolation, n1
effective encogragement, too, in the reflectior
that. they are upou the flowing tide of public
favor; that those they benefit now look with
confidence and pleasurce upon the efforts they
make; that whilst the fluctuations of business,
the casualities of commerce, the interruptions
of trade, the disturbances of society itself,
are but incidents of the moment, only oc-
curring to be as soon forgotten: that whilst
amidst all the other nnd conflicting elements
of busy life, the pleasing anticipations and

" profitable speculations of one class are the

dreaded forebodings and dire-calamities of an
other; all classes unite in the fervent prayer,
}o kindly sympathy, the lively bope, that
success may crown the efforts of the farmer.
His art now commands the study of the philo-
sopher, the science of the scholar, the clo-
quence of the statesman; the whole werld,
with an unanimity which no other subject can
command, lifts up ite sympathizing voice to
ory, ‘God speed the plough.’ i

There is & rcason for this to be found in the
fact, that the products of this art contribute
more largely than any othber to human bappi-
ness, snd that the nrt itself is better adnpted
to humaa skill. How sball we best promote
this great object? is a question which addres-
ges itself to all of us with a force which must
command our nttention.

First, then, study to know the subject
which thus excites our common interests. Is
it enough to understand, that if the carth be
stirred, and the sceds be sown, that their
product and all else is a natural result of God’s

tprovidence'.’ Is it enough that we should be
told nnd believe that the plough is the best
jmplement with which to till the earth, and
that sced sown and gatbered by the hand of
man is all that is neceesary to enable us to
drag through the natural period of our exist-
ance, thus made toilsome and misernble? Is
it cnough, as to ourseclves, to know that we
live nnd move and have our being? 1Is that
large portion of mankind who sre engaged in
that great first work of the world, content
thus to grovel and crawl, enly cccagionally to
be startled into an attitude of amozement at
the products of the minds of men around
them; and again to relapse into the contempla-

tion of their own inferior condition? We an-

gwer emphatically, no! With regard to your
own occupation you should rather look upen
this lovely carth as the benutiful landscape of
God's creation, imbued with the powers of
life to breathe and feed, yielding its elements
and products to the delicate and pursing
operations of your bands.

Whilst you follow the plough, you should
perceive its use; you should see in it, how the
polished mind of man has infused mechanieal
science into its structure. You should mark
well the work it has to do;.and its adaptation
to the work., You should contemplate those
geeds you commit to the oarth, and believe

~ that it is not the work of chance that they

grow—and that they too nre embued with the
germinnting powers of light and life, char-

noterized in their existence by the qualities of

good and bad O And you sbould know that
perfect analogy which characterizes the life nt
its conception, the growth in its progress, the
.product of its résults, nnd!the final deuth of
all snimal and vegetable creation, .But above
all and over all, yon should contemplate your-
gelves; that you are a part of the specinl work
of God's band, placed here and employed to
direot and govern all these things. They are
po artificlal objects on which you are to exe
pend your happy thoughts and lives, they are
. the delightful things of nature on which you
operate, and nature operates with you M_}
yeur labors . and swectens] them to your con-

-] an active and encrgetic.part.

tonted spirit. This is the grand secret of your
constant attachment to and enjoyment of
agricultural pursuits.
and only medulate and benefit by her funct ons,
a8 she takes up and quickens and completes
the work of your hands. There is a living.
moving, acting principle in all your labors
which distinguishes them fro:nother purauits.
The earth yields its strength and increasc to
the seed you cast upon it—the cattlo that
walk upon it—the winds scem to blow, the
rains to tall, and the waters to yun for you.—
The very frosts and snows of winter give
sulntnry check ta the rankness of vqgemlion.
lighten the soil, and destroy what is noxious
for you—and ecvery principle of animal and
vegetable organization nnd existence co-operate
to support and enrich you.
in this which must last while the spirit of man
fecls the stirrings of the spirit and power of
God around him.

Furmers do not reason thus: but they feel
it, and it is this mysterious and sclf-acting
charm which has infused its sweetness into
the hearts of rural people, in all ages of the
world. .

That farmers are not as intelligent and well
informed as a parallel grade of society in
towns, we mean to assert—that they are not
truly aware of and united to defend their real
interests, we mean to proclaim. Their scat-
tered and isolated mode of life weighs against
them on these points—Dbut that they huve
more sincerce hearts, and a sounder morality,
is ns indisputable. They have a pureness of
purpose, a eimplicity of mind as well as man-
ners, that is more than an equivalent for the

polish and conventional customs of saciety: .

and with it a cordiality which is only to le
found in the good bomely, hearty bospitality
of a country house.

We have thus endeavored to impress ujon
you that, whilst you bave much yet to learn,
yours is a bappy condition in life; and that
your pursuit is so essentinl, and its improve-
ment so important to yourclves and the world
at large, as to claim for it a bigh place in the
estimation of mankind. And itis for you to
make this claim: for the world never respects
the man who does not respect himself.

You are to take your place, then, in that
race of honorable competition into which all
the trades and occupations of life huve enter-
ed, and whose goal is the hooor and glory of
exalting their own profession, and adding so
much to the sum of buman bappiness. Whe
pussesses ndvantages superior to yours? With
every quality of soil, and with a climate
which breathes into all tho essentinl vegeta
bles the breath of life, and into man the at-
mosphere of health, what do you want but to
call into nction the native strength of your
own mind and the energies of your own hands?

And in this connection let me disabuse
your minds of the hackneyed and thoughtless
expression, that farmers and their societics
should have uothing to do with politics. It
bas Leen quaintly and wisely said, that *poli-
tics is the science of government;” and in the
operations of that government you are the
operatives, and you are in duty bound to take
We mean, not
that miserable conepiracy among men, which
hos no other ohject than the pursuit of that
power which gives to one party and takes
from another—whose only principle is centered
in the *loaves and fishes.” DBut we do mean
that system of cthi€s which regards the honor
of the State, and the welfare, the prosperity
and interests of its people. To this you are
bound to look, or failing, to be abused and

your interests trampled on.

Have you ever given yourselves the trouble
to inquire whether the existing laws give suf-
ficient protection to your rights and property?
Has it been the subject of reflection with you,
that the value of all your possessions is de-
pendent upon the protection which the law
affords them?! Do you know, and. if you do,
have you inquired into the reason why, that
to steal a shilling from a merchant's desk is o
crime, whilst to steal your fruit or your grow-
ing corn, or tear down and carry awsy your
fences, is no criminal offence at all? That
whilst the merchant's shilling i3 protected by
the fear of solitary confinement and labor,
you are referred to;the tardy and fruitless
process of a civil remedy to recover damages
from the worthless thief. Has it never oc-
curred to you that you have not been sufficient-
ly folt in the Legislature of your own State to
demand a redress of such evils; for these are
but some of them, Have you been taught by
the history of tha age in which you live, that

whilst, at the bidding of political power, light. |

houses, buoys.and breakwaters are springing
into existence to enrich the merchant, tariff
are cnacted to protect the mechanic und the
manufacturer—that whilst military tactios and
engineering aro taught at the expense of  the
government, ships and men are emploged in
the .science of meteorology—and rights and
inventions protected by public laws, there is
no care for you! That whon a. contract of
cotomerce and navigation, clothed under spe-
oious disguiso of o *‘reciprocal treaty,” is to
be formed, and by which you are to bo“met by
foreign competition in the gates of your own
domiestio morket, your interests are no where?

Anidat all the disoussions which you lu\wl

You work with nature

There is & charm |

heard or rend of these departments df the
government who 8o admirably manage the
cducation of the army and navy; and who
carefully protect the interest of commerce and
navigation, have you ever heard of & depart-
ment of agriculture? Is there even n bureau
or n clerk, except that excrescence which ille-
gitimately hangs on tlie skirts of the Patenit
Office, which throws any protection cver your
iuterests, that are three fold greater than the
aggregate of all the rest?

We put these questions that your attention
may be drawn to the fact, that neither the
numbers ):ou count, nor the great impgrtance
of the business in which you ‘are engnggd.”hus
ever given you that rank in society which se-
cures for you all the blessings of a well man-
aged government) Our object, too, is to ask
Lof you to loox Seriously at this subject, to as-
sert goldly and fearlessly your rights and your
wants and to stand together and by your num-
bers command respect.

But to efiect this there must be mind, there

cease to rémember that intellect is that ‘talent’
which the goodness of God bestowed upon the
creature of his own image, not that it should
be buried in the earth, and restored upon the
return of its Lord aud Master, in its original
simplicity, but that it should be cultivated,
enlarged and upprop“r.inted to His great design.
It is demanded of us all, then, that we should
put our band to the noble work of education;

education by n course of study which will fit
“the mind and adapt the energies of the body
yto thut expansive, interesting and delightful
subject in which you nmre engnged, and for
! which the world bas yet done so httle.

" Your attention may be profitably employed

| by exhibiting tlns subject to you more in de-
‘tail. I trust you are already impressed with
e iden, that there is no reason why knowl-
|t‘dL_':' is not turoed to the profitable account
of the farmer, as well as the lawyer, the mer-
chant, or the statesmnan ; nnd when we spenk
of profitable account, we menn that gain which
not only increases our worldly possessions,

the work ofour own hunds; for tenching
whilst we are yet being taught, nnd for the
inteliigent understanding of all those elements
and rules, too, of Gud's creation, with which
we hnbitually deal.

The education which is diffused by the lit-
erary institutions of the present dny, i3 un-
profitable for you, And whilst we would not
detract by thought, much less by expression,
from the value of their lowhi‘;)gs. preparatory
to the pursuit of professional life, yet we ean-
not but lock upon that sedentary process of a
boy's study, and the brilliant result of his
academic honors, as the attainment of a state
of total unfitness for the practienl art which
ycu pursue. His body is without that muscu-
lar strength which gives energy and activity;
bis bands too soft and delicate to grapple
with the implements of agriculture. But es-
pecially has his mind received those impress-
jons of the pursuits of after life, and that view
of the smooth and easy path by wbich he is
to follow some one of them, o8 to make him
turn with fear, if not disgust, from the fireside
of bis own father. In his youthful estimation
he has so far outstripped his brothers and sis-
ters, and even his parents, in the delicate
conventionalitics ot life, as to make his associ-
ation as disagreeable to Aim as it is irksome
and formal to them.

It is o serious reflection, that in all the
progress which the art of teaching has made;
that all the advantages which tho learned
institutions offer for the instruction of youth,
our country yet affords no school where the
combined sciences of art and agriculture are
taught. It is permitted to grovel along with-
out the aid of other than the common mind,
educated in the more common school. '

Looking, then, at the maes of mankind who
pursue the occupation of the furmer; at the
immense smount of capital in their hands and
under their guidonce, a spirit of philanthropy
should be excited, principles of politioal econ-
omy awakened, and that virtuous ambition
which always stirs the hearts of men to deeds
of noble notion, should prompt you to deviee
gome plna by which the bands and hearts and
minds of youth sbould bo made to work to-
gether in the acquisition of that kind of know!-
edge which will give to o farmer snd his
pursuits, that interest which will command
the energies of his mind, as well ag the labor
of his body, ond induce him to take that
clevated rank in his intercourse with men
which that knowledge will give him.

Regarding the personal comfort, contented
spirit and daily bappiness of the farmer, this
subject commends itself to your consideration.
The boy whoso uneduonted mind has never
been elevated to the capacity of reason,
whoso ideas have never been enlightened to
contemplate the light and life which exists in
overy atom of God's- creation with which he
habitually works, goes to his daily labor as,_o
meusured task, having in it no othor interest
than the lapse of time for which he must toil.
But he whago enlightened intellect grasps the
subjeot of his work; who can see the beautiful
workinge of Providence in imbedding germin-
ating life in the'bosom of & eced; who con

.

must be cullivated mind; for we should never.

aod, especially, that we should direct that

but fits us for the gratifying spprecintion of

¥

understand the' powers and chemical combi-
nations of the earth, which cause that germ
to spring into existence and life, ‘to bear
fruit after its own kind ;" who can apprecinte |
the beauty and mechanicism of that plant,
providentially, and therefore, wisely con-
structed to meet the exigencies of heat and
cold, drought mu_l wet; who can look upon the
mysterious workings of the mouths and lungs
of the earth itself, whilst they gather food and
light but to disseminate them through the or-
gans of plants; who ean exnmine with the eye
of a mechanic, the implement of his art, and
mensure its fitness for the olject of its em-
ployment—he it is who has elevated himself
to the standard of a man; who has softened
down the toil of labor to a pleasant oceupation;
who hins ufforded the example to the world,
that the pursdit of ngriculture is the pursuit
‘of learning and happiness, as well ns wenlth.

Houw is this, so desirable an end, to be ao-
complished ? In a word, by the; ndoption of
a system of education which will combine the
approprinte tenching of the mental and physi-
cul powers of men, and to give it practical
effect, that such teaching be condugted upon
the principle and in the spirit of enlarged
economy. That whilst its advantages are
brought within reach of those certnin yet
moderate gains of n farmer, those generous
und noble impulses 6f the human heart which
an eularged intellect should nlways develope,
mny not be trammelled in their natural ten-
dency to expand. babe

That the nctive, energetic exertions of the
body should be brought into requisition 10 af-
tford the means to educate the mind. That each
should contribute thus to the aid of the other
und the perfection of both, is a beautiful and
striking system for the uccomplirhment of a
Whilst a
boy feels that be is working ont his own posi-
tion in after life, ho is embued with that no
ble spirit of self dependence, which enables
him in after time, and amidst the exigencies
and troubles of life, and, indeed in any emer-
geocy, to tuke o firm bold and give o right
dircetion.

great and philanthropic -purpose.

What, and how much should wo do to give
practical operation to these views?

To farwers, permit us to say. you have an
amount of interest in this subject which in-
volves not only the more sordid consideration
of property and its value, but the high toned
character, the temporal happiuess, and, we
nlmost said, the eternal weliare of your chil-
dren. And to this let me add, that which
you should never cease to- remember, that
num! ers may command respect ; and then re-
our to that admirable, practical and commen-
dable feature of the guvernment under which
we live, that the policy is wise which produces
the greatest good to the greatest number.

1t is for you, then, at all times, and on al}
proper occagions, to demand that in the prac-
tical workings of society your intcrests must
be eared for; that whilst schools, ncademivs
and colleges receive the fostering care and
bountiful endowments of the government, the
farmers’ school demands the like support. We
would have you, too, constantly to summon
yourself to the bar of your own counscience, to
contemplate the duty you owo to your own
children; to compare the life of ignoranco as
it gropes along its difficult path, which scems
to have no other object than that it may
breathe and live and die—with the brightened
intellect of the intelligent man, who acts be-
cause ho thinks—who moves in a, sphere of
ugefulness and good, and whoso steps mark
the path he treads through life.

To tho merchant and mechanio, the active
and energetio motive powers of busy life, we
address our olaims, and ask of you, to look
with favor upon any project which shall have
for its objeot the education of the farmer.—
Tho busy marts of men ave filled with the pro.
ducts of his labor; his successand profits con*
tribute largely to the trade and commerce
which is tho production of your enterprise.—
Whilst the abundant yield to the husbandman
onriches him, the result is felt in every depart.
meut of the mechanic’a shop, As, then, you
movo and make your impress on the minds of
men, let it be tempered with the idea, that all
business, whether in the morchant’s store, the
mechanic's shop, or the mariner’s ship upon
the ocenn, is dependent for its working ele-
ments upon the produocts of tho farm,

To the professor and the atu’dent-—to you
who alrendy posses the lights of redison, and
enjoy the fruits of knowledge, wo appeal with
confidence, that your influence may be thrown
into the sosle of ogricultural progress—that
whilst you have in yoor own hands that helm
of power which gives divection to the eloments
of government, you will always have in mind,
that to premote the trae and efficient princi-
ples of politionl economy, to expand and in-
crease the influence of" that virtue, whereby
alone we may hbpe to maintain our own free
government and laws, is to educate the farmer,
Wo ask of the statésman whilst he advocntes
tho interést of his constituents at.the bar of
the Senate, of the lawyer who ndvooates the
cause of his olient at the bar of justice, 'nnd
of that sacred offico which advocates the oause
of mén ot tho bar of Heavon, that they may
ever remember the mognitude of your texnpor-

al as well s eternal welfore,

Let us not forget to eshort those whose in.

fluence ig always and so strongly marked upon
the characters of men from the cradlia to the
grave, to think of these things. Tbe mother
whose affections root so deeply in ;the exis-
of her own oftspring, whose auticipations are
oft stimulated to mest painful anxicty for the
wellfare cf her own child, who watches its
progress in life with an eye to doubs and dan-
ger, whose hopes may be elevuted to thank-
fulness to the Giver of all good, that. he has
emiled g nciously upon the career of her own
dear child ; or whose fearful forbodings may
be realized in the spectacle that he is despised
inl the society of men, and frowned upon by
the attributes of Heaven. We beg leave to re-
mind you, that the irnﬂuepce of your power
should slways be felt in the impress of your
continued inflnence.

In contlusion, we have a word to say with
regard to these our gnoually occurring exhibi-
bitions. 1t is one of the characteristics of
your occupation, and, as it has been already
remarked, yours is necessx{rﬂy an jsolated
mode of life, you bave xmot the advahtage of
constant intercourse in the busy marts of men,
where circulates the knowledge of the ever
changing progress of things. Improvementsin
your own art, so far as your sre conceruedylie
buried in the Mechanic’s shop. The discus-
sions which your journals communicate, are
often the unintelligible foreshadoting of some-
thing new; the marvellous accouuts of the
products of the field but serve fo excite your
incredulty. But here all isreality. You meet
your friends who are embarked in the same én-
terpri:c\of lite, and whose thoughts and benr’t‘e
ure congeninl with your own.  You see many
ot whom you bad before but heard.  And here,
you learn to realize the furce of numbers, of
mtelligence, of strength, of which you are com-
posed, and that power wbich may be wielded
by your will.  You carry hence to your homes,
in your mind’s eye, the beautiful models of
culution of their value. And you see those
to expand your own views of the extent of the
workingsof your own skill. These are the de-
lightful poiuts in your life, to which the men.-
ory recurs with pleasure, aud therefore we
.would bave-you to remember that these exhi-
bitions arc yours. That whilst you are their au-
thors and finishers, no one of you should ever
fail to be their friend aad their patron.

WoMAN.—A pretty women is ono of the
*‘institutions of this country—an angel 1n dry
goods and glory. She makes sunshin¢, fourth
of July aud happiness wherever the goes,—
Her prth is oune of delicious roses, perfume
and benuty, She is a sweet poem written in
rare curls, choice calico and good principles,
men stand up before her like 8o many admirs-
tion points, to melt into cream and then but-
ter.  Her words flont around the ear like mu-
gic, or the chimes of Snbbath bolls. Without
her, society would lose its trucst attraction,
the church its firmest reliance, and young men
the very best of comforts and company. Her
irflucuce and generosity restrain the vicious,
strengthen the weak, raise the lowly, flannel-
ghirt the heathen, and strengthen tho faint-
hearted. Wherever you fiud the virtuouns wo-
man, you nlso find plensant firesides, boquets,
clean clothes, order, good living, gentle hearte,
piety, musi¢, light, and model institutions
generally.  She is tho flower of humanity, 8
» very Venus in dimity, and her inspiration is
the breath of heaven.
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JuveNILE ATROCITY. —**Aunty, I saw a gen-
tlemon in the hotel reading room, busy with
two volumes at once.”

“Why Charley—how was that 2”

“Aunty—-he hal a volume of Dickens in one
hand, and a volume of smoke a comin' out of
his mouth.” .

“Naughty, naughty Charley 1”

B

B&5>The finest idea of a thunder storm ex-
tant is when Wiggins came home tight. Now
Wiggins is o teacher, and had been to & tem-
perance meeting and drank too much lemon-
ade, or, somothing. Ho came inte the room
among his wife and daughters; and just then
he tumbled over the cradlo and fell whop on
the floor.  After & while ho rose axd 3aid:

‘Wife, ore you hurt? ‘No,’ ‘Girls, are
you hurt ¥’ *No.’

§:'Terrible clap,gwasn’t it ¥’

ppgeeanrvopurm—t ——— ¢ ——— — —

RPHANS COURT SALE.

On SATURDAY, thq 20th of October,

land County, to me dircetod, 1 will expose to public
sale on the premises, in Dickinson township, at 10 o~
clock, A. M, a coriain

HOUSE and LOT OF GROUND

Y situate in sald township, boungded by
o B 1ands of Christopher Jobnon's helrs,
BWEZSTRIEES Dr. Wm, Mateer and others, containing
TWO ACRES neat measure Iate the property of Eliza-
both Shenk, doc'd.  This property Is del shtfully ritu-
ated as o residence and thoe title is indisputable.

Torms—Flve per cont of tho purchase meney 10 be
paid on the confirmation of tho sale. One half the bal-
anco on the 15t of April, 1866, and the other half on the
16t of April, 1857, without intercst. Ths two latter
ayments to bo socured by recoguizance ju the O;rhul

= ’

Jourt. HENRY SHEN
auyg 20 Adminisirator.
e

JRENCH CORSETS.—Just receiv

ed, a fursher supply of French Corsets of extra sl
zes. - Also narpow Linén Fringes for teimming Nase> es
june20 A\ GREO. W. HITNER.

Bﬁ"i“nncy Printing well exceuted.
: X6

.
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By virtuo of an order of the Orphang Court of Cumber- -

marvellous productions of the suil, which serve *~

»

your art; the judgementof-thoir-use, thecal- _ . .



