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Puetry.

‘IHE VOICE OF AUTUMN?

BY W. C. BRYANT,

. There comes from yonder height, |
A soft ropininy sound,
Whoroe forest leaves are brizght,
And fall like flakes of Jizht
To the ground,

It is the nutumn breoze, N
That, lizhtly ﬂmtinﬁz o, .
Just sinks the we dy leas. . A
© Just stirs the glowlhg trees, ¥
And is gore. «

Il’e moans by sedgy brook,
And visite with a sigh
' Tho last pale flowers that jouk,

t th ir sunny uonk,
Fram on eir ¥y o the s)‘y

O'cer shouting childron fiies °
That light September wind,
And, kissing cheeks and eyes,
Huo lonves thelr morry cries
Far behind;

And wanders:on to itake
That softJuneasy sound

By distant wood and Inke,

Where distant fountains break

3 From the ground.
No bower where miidens dweéll

Can win a moment's stay,

Nor fair untrod-den dell:
He sweops the upland swell,

. And nwi ly!

Mourn'st thou thy homeless stnfe,
Oh, soft repininzg wind?

That early seek’st and late

The rest It is thy fate N

Not to find?

Not on the mountain’s breast,
Nat on the ocean’s shore,
Tn all the east and west :
The wind that steps to rest
: Is no more. N

By valleys, words av d springs,
No wonder thon should'st griove
For all the &hrmnu things
Thou tourh®st with thy wings
And must leave.

Jchant at length turncd nwuy and plunged in-

to the deep recess of the forest. Nature had
no charms. for him. ~ As he went,-he counted’
in his memory the numper of pieees of c]oth
his bales contained; compared the eost-price
with the probable market-price, and reveled
in the anticipation of gigantic profits to be
realized in the paradise of his imagination—
some dusty bazaar in the far- oﬂ' city of Da-

| mascus.

While he was meditating on these. sordid
matters, he was suddenly recalled to himself
by o surprising accident. A huge mantle
was thrown over his head ; and before he had
time to strugghe, he was cast on-the ground,
and rolled up, like a bale of his own goods,
in complete darkness. At firkt, he thought
that instant death was to be his fate ; and he-
murmured, May Heavein pay my debt'to’
the merchant Kodadad!” Soon, however, it
appeared that he was only a prisoner; and
he felt hins 1’ raised and carried along,
while smothered” laughter came to his ears.
If this were a joke, it was a practical one.—
He tried to speak ;' but no answer was return-’
ed, except renewed laughter. Presently, those,
who carriéd him set him down; the bonds
that confined him were loosened, the mantle
was whisked away, and, to his surprise, he
found himself in o benutiful ‘garden, sur-
rounded by a bevy of maidens; who clapped’
their hands, and enjoyed his amazed appear-
ance.

Haj Hamed was too. thorb'ixgh]) an Orient
tal not to understand his position, aﬂorn few
moments’ thought. He had evidently heen

wqtched durmrr hls progress thrml"h the for~
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THE ORIEN TAL MERCHA’N T.

Vhen Haj Hamed borrowed o hundred di-
rs of the merchant Kodadad, he swore by
+ faith of Lh-e/]’\r,ophct to return the sum
thin six months from that time, and fixed
«-hour and day. He was a young man,
1 of hope and confidence, and Kodadad
-ng old and wary. “My son,” ‘snid t?e lat-
", “this is perhaps a rash ‘promise. Say
e year,” But Haj Hamed would not ac-
:pt a further delay. He wag going from
“smsus to Damascns on & commercial jour-
v, and had accurately calculated the time.
e month to go; one month to' come bnc@
ree months to sell his goods ; a whole month
. spare. But the accidents of the, road—
."ckness, robbers, unforescen delays! Here-
«d upon the mercy of God; and with many
:severations said that at the appointed time
“» would prescnt himself at the kiosque of
“ie merchant Kodadad, on the banks of the
iver, and lay hefore him a hundred golden
inars. The money was lent without inter-
sty smd payment-was a sacred obligation.
The caravan set out, fiags flying, anddrums
" eating, from the rendezvous on the oppo-
-ite side of the river, and soon entered ~the
-orges of the mountains.: After proceeding
. little way, a halt was agreed upon; for
wny of the merchants had staid Lehind,
ivying their last adieus to their families, or
naking additions to thelr merchandise. Haj
[amed who pn:sﬂcsod several camel-loads,
.nd had heen among the first to be ready at
-he place of meeting, repined greatly at this
lelay. '

He had earned his title of H'\_), or Pilgrim,
when a boy, by going in comp(my with his
‘ather to the shrine of the Prophet; butithis
was the first journey he had undertaken

" since. His impatience, therefore, may he ex-
cused. He bad started with the idea of mak-
ing a fortunie; and was impatient to bg do-
‘ng. Besides, there was his promise to Ko-
dadad ™" If he forfeited that, his credit was
gone forever. Accordingly, he spent the first
sart of the day that followed the halt, sitting
"y the roadside, counting the strngglers that

~ame m, and jecring them - for thur tn.rdl-
1258, A

“This young man,” said some, “helicves
hat time was made only for -him. What
.natters o day, more or less? At the end of
ife-we-ghall-have to reg;:ekmn;»izluﬁ\ntiqnce.
There are evils by every wayside. Why/
hould we be eager to come up with them i

These philosophical remarks found no fa-

or with Haj Hamed, who, instead of imita-

ing his companions, and reclining lazily un-

“or the shadow of trees on the'green grass,
istening to the songs of the erds and the
:urrr]mg of the stream, hegan at length to .
~nm uneasily about. He saw that another -
an would set, and pexlmps anoﬂler, and bo-
21d them still in the lap of tlle same valley.
T4 climbed the mountains, endenvormg to

aistract his t11011g1\tﬂ, and whenever he ob-

*tainedn glimpse-of the "encampment beldw,
3 gazod at it, endeavoring to discern signs
o n forward movement. Bit tho tents re--
ained unstruck; the people reclined in

" roupy; the cmnels and horses were dispers-
d J;e;él and there; m\d tlu, lazy tmklmg of
" eir hells ﬂhm\od 'ihat " they, at any rate,

. The young mier;

"

ot vn_ing:ir.-f 1?_1“7:\':a:i=."es.

ttude, “this_is- not wise nor well

| fatigue,; he “fell asleep.

A the peesent, which iy

bered ])_» m.th, nttendunts, who in a spirit of
fun had made him prisoner. The incident
is not an uncommon one, if we may believe
narrators ; but it generally Jeads to disagree-
able results.

able.

Our’ merchant felt uncomfort-
These merry girls were quite capable;
he thought, after having made a butt of him,
of throwing him down a well of into a pond.
He looked around for the chief among them
rather auxiously, and soon recognized ler in
a very yohng maiden, who, after having
laughed. with the rest, had flung herself care-
tessly on 8 pile of cmhmm under o tree, and
was ;m/mg at-him with intercest. .

“ Lady,” said he, assuming o humble atti-
Iama
merchant traveling with my goods thatre-
liire care and watclifulness, and beg to be
released.”

She seemed _annoved that her beuut}",
which was great, did not dmaze ldm ; and re-
plied : .

“Fear nothing. There is no danger.—
This ig my father's L)(mque
it to me; and 1 live hercs—\v'%
unmo]eqted

He has given
th my maidens
There is a guard of slaves at
the gate; but they only appear at a sigial of'
danger—when T sound this shell.”

She raised a conch to her lips, and a shrill
sound filled the air.  The slave-girls, searce-
Iy understanding her mative, again cast the
mantle over Hamed, and bade him be silent
and motionless.  Several men came hurried-
ly ! but were dismissed with jeers and mock-
eries.  Ina few moments the merchant, more
dead than 'nli\o, was uncovered again, and
told to he of good cheer, for he had permls-
sion to depart.

By this time, however, ])eauty had begun
to exert it3 influence, and Haj Ifamed, in-
stead of rising, remained gazing in admira-”
tion at the' lady of the place. She met his

glance, at first, with a disdainful expression;

but according to the Oriental idea, two such
souls have secret sympathies, from the infly«|
ence of which neither ean éseape.  Nosoon-
er did their eyes meet in a full gaze, than
both felt faint at heart.” The Tady. turned
very pale, and leaned Ier head upon the
cushion ; the mmdens, rmsmg the trembling
Hamed, led him ‘to her side. They' talked
for hom's; not of thechlvos, but of love}
and e\pntmted cloquently on the happiness
of meeting, whilo the attendants played on
their lutes, or sang songs illustrative of their
situation.-- ‘The-shagows-of-night-were com--
Linglon, when a pocul\nr sound at the outer

.| gate anpounc ed that the father of the majd-

en, whose name was Leilahy had come to vis-
it her. So Haj Hamed was thrust uncere-
moniounsly forth; and wag -awakened from
his dream of happiness amidst the deepen-
ing gloond of the forest. He returned bow-
¢d down and heavy-hearted to the -encamp-
ment. | '

Many thoughts kept him awake for many
)}ours; it wag not. until the sky that stretched
between the mountain tops 6verkead had be-
gun to whiten, tlat at length, overcome by
Pleasant” visions

spake beneath hig eyelids. When he awoke;

| the tents were struck, the camels wero laden,

and the people were ﬁ]mg off8 - ¥
“Why this'hurry 2" ‘he cried. % Was not.

" this a_plensant place’totarey in 2 Time is

cternad, There 1s no need to hasten from

Joyful, to the future,

which is full of danger:”” Several merchants
thought he was jeering them for their philos-
ophy of -thé prev:ons day, and bastened to
coinp]ete their arrangements, and follow the
earavan. Hamed's camels had been laden
by his servants-and were ready.to proceed.
He hesitated a moment; but remembering’
his debt to Kodadad, eried, “ March?' and
went away with his heart full of new recol-
lections. . - »

The journey was prosperous, but tedious.
When the caravan. reached Damascus, the
market was found to; be encumbered with
merchandise, and sales were with difficulty
effected. Month afler month passed away;
moat of Hamed's: bales still remained on his
hands. Tlhe fifth month from the timeof his
departure had arrived, and he was beginning
to despuir of being able to perform kis en-
gngementq At length, however, a merchant
about to procced to Bagdad, made him an
advantageous offer for the whole of his stock
and he was enabled to depart, after having
reslized 8 good profit. Several accidents
and delnys occurred on the journey ; but the
caravans reached the valley, one march from
Tarsus, on the eve of the day when Hamed,
had promised payment to Kodadad. Most
of the merchants immedistely rode forwnrd
to glad their L\mel'les and friends; but our
young merchant, feeling his love for Leilah
revive with “intensity, determined to. spend
that day in endeavoring to obtain an inter-
view with her. He wandered into the moun-
tains, endeavoring to follow the same track
as before ; but although he several times im-

agined he recognized the trees and the rocks,
Tis search’ \\“nvsiﬁr'{;xxcces»fu] ANl was wild
and seemingly umqlmbxlcd. He called aloud
“Leilah ! but the echoes only nnswercd,‘
“In! la!"—no, no; and when night came,
he knew not which way to turn.  So he sat
down beneath a huge sycamore to wait pa-
tiently until the morning.

When light came, he remémhcred his
promise to Kodadad. He was to pay the
hundred dinars at noon. Ile determined to
hasten to Tarsus on foot over the mount:llius,
for he knew” ihc general ilirectiou in which
it lay.
him ; but he was light of foot, and at lexng@ll
beheld in the distance the minarets of the
city, and the-winding coutse of the river.—
Suddenly _the landscape darkened. Clouds
seemed to come out of every valley, and to
inundate the plain.  The rain fell; the wind
blew. He hastened onward, clutching the
leather purse in Which he (,n.rned his wealth; |
tand invoking the éssnstuncc of the Prophet.
When he reached the banks of the river, he
heard, through the mist, a muezzin proclaim-
ing"the hour of nooun from the distant mosque,
The, waters were turbulent. No f'crryﬂbont
was in sight. It was impossible to Cross.—
Haj Hamed praved; and an idea caine to
He plucked a large reed, and hol-
"lowed ity and placed thércin a hundred piee-

his mind.

es of gold, and tied other reeds to it, and

floated this rafl upon the stream;and confid-
ed in the merey of God.

" Now it happened that Kodadad, remen:-
bering Haj Hamed's promise, had gone to
his kiosque that day to wail for his money.
The wind blew; the rain fell. The debtor
did not appear. “We must allow him &n.
hour's grace, for the storm is violent,” said
Kodadad.
of noon.

The muezzin chanted the hour
The merchant called to his slave
to bring another, pipe. Presently, a bundle
of reeds came floating along the misty wa-
ters; n black boy stooping forward seized
them as they /pubsed He was about to cast
them'; 1\\m) aguin, when the unusual weight
prevented him. Master,” said he, “thisis
a reed of lead.” The merchant, who wished
to pass the time, told him to break the reeds.
He did so, and lo1 a hundred glittering pice-
es of gold fell suddenly upon t.he pavement
of the kiosque! -

This story, which is told in many dlﬂ'erent
ways, illustrates the Oriental iden of mer-’
cantile probity.. Turkish m(‘rchant‘;, in their
dealings among themselves, are famous for
 keoping their engagements with scrupulous

AN ADVENTURE IN A TUNNEL.

A fnghtful accident which occurred o few
weeks since to jome of the workmen employ-
ed in the Halshaw Moor ‘Tunnel, on the Lah-
cashire and Yorkshire Railway, England, re-
minds us of an adventure, as related to the
cditor of ‘Eliza Cook's Journal, not long ago,
by a person in the employment of the tele-
graph company. g ‘had been epgaged in
the inspection .and repair of the telegraph
wires and their fixings, which. are subject to
many accidents, and férhire constant looking
-after to-insure thelr integrity and efficiency.
Even when carried through tunnels in gutta
percha casings, embédded in leaden tubes,
they are liable to accidents from passing
wagons, or, in winter, from lumps of ice full- |
ing down the sides of the shafts, and dam-
aging the tubes. It appears that one day
the door of .a coal wagon had got loose in
the long tunnel of thé “—— railway, and,
dashing back against the side of it, had torn
the tube, and even cut across the wires in
many places. The telegraph was, therefore,
broken ;.it could not be worked, and several
workmen were seut into the tunnel to exe-
cute the necessary repairs.  The person who
related the following adventure acted in the
capacity of inspector, and it whs necessary |

for him to visit the ,workmen, ascertain-the
nature of the damage that had been done,
and give diréetions on the spot as to the re-
pairs, the necessity of completing which was
of the greatest urgeney. '

“1 knew very well,” said he, ¥ that the
tunnel was of great lenvth—-mthor more than
two miles long—and-that-the-workmen,-who.
had set out in the morning from the station
nearest, had entered.it by.its south end; so
I determined to follow and overtake them,
which I would doubtless be able to do some-
where in tlre tunnel, where they would be at
work. 1 was accomipanied by a little dog
which trotted bebind at my feet. After walk-
ing about a° miIc.,J reached” the entrance,
over which frowned the effigy of a grim lxon 8
head, cut in stone.

“There was as ususl two lines of rails—
the up line and the down live ; and I deter-
mined to walk along the former, that I might
see before the approaching lights on any ad-

vancing tr'\m, which T would take care to
avoid by stepping on to the opposite line of
rails, at the, same- time that I should thus
avoid being run over by any train coming up
Jehind from the opposite direction, and which
I mwht ot see in time to avoid. Ihad, how-

ever; talken the preeaution to ascertain that’
no train was expected to pass along the up

line, over which I-was proceeding, for about
four hours; but I was aware that they could
not be depended upon, and therefore I re-
solved to kecp a good look:out ahead. Along
the down line, I knew that a passenger train

Lwasg slfortly to pass—indeed|it was even now

dye; but by keeping the opposite line of
rails, T felt I was safe, 8o far as that was con-
c:rned.

“T had never been in a tunnel of such
length as this before, and I confess I felt
the light which
hid accompanied.me so furinto tle entrance
bogan to grow fainter and fainter. After
walking for a short distance, T procced(-d on
in almost total darkness. Behind me there
was the distant light streaming in at the.tun-
nel mouth; before me almost impenetrable
dirkness. Bat, by wnlkmrr in a straight line
I knew that I couldn't mlsq my way, and the
rails between which 1 Wall\ed and which T
oceasionally touched with my fwt served to
keep me in the road. In a short time T was
able to disclirn o seeming spot of light, which
gradually swelled into n broader gleam, tho’
still at a great distance before ‘me; and 1
kunew it to be the opening of the nearest
shaft. It was a mere glimmer amid the thick
and almost palpable- darkness which envel-
oped me.  As I walked on, I heard my little
dog panting at my heels, and the sound of
my tread re-echoed from the vaulted-roof.—
Suve these sounds, perfect silence reigned.—
When I stood still to listen, I heard, dxstmct-
ly the loud beating of iny heart,

grmewhat dismayed when

exnctitude; and the example of Haj Hamed
is often cited as a model. Of course it is
understood that the debt—all in good golden
dinars™came to its destination in some mi-
raculous way: the Prophet’ boing always
decply interested-in the gdod "doods of his
servants. ., The young merchant was not with-
out his reward. His credit wag, in future,
unlimited. But ot only s0; Kodadad i in-
sisted on giving him his dnughtcr in marriage.
And it will surprise none but very matter-of-
fuct poople—to whom we do not address this
legend—that this daughter turned out to be
the same very imprudent -Leilah, whose fas-

‘cinption  had nearly-caused—Haj Hamed to

dighonor hig verbal promissory note. We
]cnrn, moreover, that ‘she scttled down into
a most prudént nnd c\emplm'y wife—which
relieves our mind—for,. v\copt under ex-
tremely "Orienta] mrcumstuucns, we should
not recommend her conddet for imitation,

down train -had passed.. So I strode on.—
But a low, hollow murmur, as if. of remote
thunder, and then a distant scream, which
seemed to reverberate along the tunnel, fell
upon my ears—doubtless the pqssengor train
which I had been expecting, entering the
tunnel mouth. But, Tooking nhe'xd at the
same time, 1 dlscerned throngh the gleam of
daylight at the bottom of the shaft toward
which I was approaching, what secmed a
spark of fire. It moved; could it he one of
the laborers of whom'I was in scarch? It
increased! “ For an instant I lost it. Again]
This time it looked brighter. A i moaning, *

| tinkling noise crept along .the floor of the -

vault. Istood still with fear, for the noise
of the train behind me was rapidly increas,
ing; and turning for an instant in that di.
rection, I observed that it was in full sight.
I could no longer disguise from myself that
I stood full in thé way of snother train ad-
vancing from the opposite direction. The
light before me was the engine lamp. It
was now brilliant as a glomng star, and the
roar of the wheels of the train was now fal.
ly heard amid the gloom. It’came on with
a velocity which seemed to mg tenlhe.

“A thousand thoughts coursed through my
brain on that instant: I was in the way of
rthe monster, and the next moment mxght be
crushed into bleeding fragments. The en.
gine was almost upon me! I saw the gleam.
ing face of the drner, and the glow of the
furnace ﬂu_shmg its lurid light far along the
lower edge of the dense volumes of steam
blown from the cngine chimuc)".
stant T prostrated myself on my- fage, and

I felt the engine and ™rain thundering over
me. ow hung ash- b()\ sweptacross my
back/; T felt the heat of the f'urn'\cc as it
fasl{ed ovgr me, and a glo“mg ‘cinder fell
ncaf my _huud but I durst not move. 1 folt
as if the train was crushing over me. The
earth vibrated and shook, and the roar of t.he
wagon wheels smote into my cars with the
thunder which made me?fear theirdrums
would crack,

18

would have cowered aud shrunk-into it if ¥
could. Therc 'was not a fibre of my body
that did not fe 1 the horrérs of the moment,
and the dreadfulness-of the situation. Biit
it passed. With o b\wop and a roar of the
break-van, the lust in the train flew over me,
The noise of the train .was still in my éars,
and the awlul terror of;;ny situation lay sti
heavy on me. When I faised my head and
lovked behind, the red light at the tail of the.
As
for the passenger train, it had also passed’
but I had not heeded it, though it had doubt.
less added to the terrific noise which for
some ume ~tunnc(i me.

“Lrose dp and w nlkcd;on cnllmrv upon

train was already’ far in the distance.

my dog.
whine. T remember its sudden howl. It
must have been crushed under the \\hceh of
some part of the train. It was no usé search.
ing for my little companion, so 1 proceeded;
auxious to eseape. from the perils of my sit
uation. Ishortly reached the shaft which [
bad hefore observed. There was ample roon
at either side of the.rails, to enable me to
rest there in safety. - But the' place was- cold
and damp, and streams of water trickled
down the sides of it. T'resolved, therefore,
/(o 2o on, upon ghe down line; but the tun-
nel being now nlmost filled with the smoke ’
and steam of the two engines, which had just

I'| passed, I deemed it prudent to wait for a

short time, until the road had hecome more
clear, in cas¢ of any other train encounters
ing mé in my further progress. The smoke

gradually condensed, until'I considered the
road bu@uentl) cleur to enable me to'pro-
ceed in compx\rutue safety. I once more, -
therefore, plunged into the darkness.

“T walked on for ncarly Lhalf an hour,
groping my way; my head had become con.
fused, and my limbs trembled under me. I
passed two other shafts, but the light which

ly seemed to do more than make the ‘dark-

In an in-~

I clutched the earth, and .

But no answer—not so much as g -

I'stowly eddied up the shaft, and the sfeam i

ay-therewithout the power ot brantliing; ag~

'

they emitted was so; slight, that they scnrce-_,,.‘.\h

# A startling thought suddenly occurred to
me. What it a goods train should suddenly
shoot throu"h the tunnel, along the line on
which T was proceeding, ‘while the passenger-
train, now due, came on in the opposite di-
rection. I had not thought of this before,
and yet 1 was aware that the nuinber of cas-
‘ual traing on n well frequented "railway is
very considerabler at pgrticular seusmis.—-‘
Should Iturn back, reach the mouth of the
tunnel again, and wait until the passenger
train had passed, when T-éonld’ then Tollow
along the down line of rails, knowing that no
other train was likely to follow it for at lonst
a full.quarter of au hours "%,

“ Byt 'the shaft, down ‘which the ll"‘ht now
faintly streamed, was nearer to me than thc
mouth of ‘the tunuel, and T resolved, there-
fore, to make for that point, where there was,
1 knew, ample room outside of both lines of

railto enable ure to stand in safety undl fho v

ness visible.'- I now supposed that 1T must
have wa]ked nearly the length of the tunne]
and )et it appeared afterward that I was only
about half way through it. It'seemed like
a loug day since 1 had entered. " But by and
by » fmut glimmer of light danced before
my cycs; and as I advanced I saw it was the
torches of the wor kmen, and. I soon -heard
their voices. Never were sight and sound
more welcome. I a few- minutes mbrc I
had joined the party. But I felt quite un.
manned for the moment; and T believe, sit-
ting down on the workmen's tool-boxes, I
pm. my hands over my e)es—-l really could

| not helj) it—and burst into tears,

“1 never ventured into & tunncl again with.

over. me.’] o Y-
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