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There(w” & dren
g lml came to me,
‘A creatare made of lovehncss and tx‘ulh, . ;
\‘Vllh forlp“iud l‘enture tranquil yc\‘.‘ nubhnn:: :
No nugcl was it, but & fhfog balf real,.

And soon l lovcd her, as my rpul’a ldcul

(ﬂrenm ol‘ ll e nnd youth,f .
nz 1 kuow:not nhqu the time; ;

She’ (l\velt aml(l the huusdmld gods mth me,.
- TG give all genial promﬁhngb truth and grace,
The renl in their cafnestnéss to see,.
‘Touched \vnh the hialo beaming from hew fuce;
Al shapes, llnt weak, foud’ ‘fanty might beguile,
Abnahe.a werc wilhcrod by her placid smile..

She 16d me where e all shnpeu of heauty dwelt;
Skie gave to setise a something move than earth,
And when my. soul |ta strange unquiet felt,
She whisperetl promise of a higher birthi
—="Ghe. gavunum.nguLngumrJlleto {10
And thug more real grew.her own fair face.:

She changelh not, this créature of the snul,
Save that more carnest, tender is her guise
1In every mood 1 feel ‘her calm contral,
And own the pleading of her heavehward eyes ;.
A gentle sndness blendeth with the smile
““T'hat thoughtfulness or joy. muy well beguile.

o

! She kce-;clh yet her fresh umllbum yant grace,
But when intent I look within her eyes,
b ,lmuellun « nobler day by day I trace,
Like blué that decpencth iu the cvcumg akies}
Aiid ghus rewarding worthier love of muie
l'Ach day her face is grnumrrmorcdmnq.

.. She: t:mght tme faith and constancy to know,
Tomeekly wait for the appointed one,
Despite the yearuing felt for cvermore;
~ While dwells the sounl, tompanionless and lone,
- And when at length content upon me came,
" Love and the Soul’s Ideal were ‘the same.
)

L EAABGBLLAKE,
" THE PRAIRIE AND THE SWAYP,

‘AN ADVENTURE IN LOUISIANA.

" Tr was a sultey September afieruoon in
the year 18«. My friend Carleton and
myszelf had been three days wandering a:
hout the prairiea, and liad nearly filled our
tin boxes ond other receptacles with speci-
mens of tare and curious plants, But we
had ot escaped paying tie penalty of our
zeal as naturalists, inthe shape of a perfect
roasting Trom the sun,which had shot down
‘its rays during the whole time of our ram-
tile, with an ardor only to Ue nppl‘ecmled

« by those who havé visited the Lodisianian
" prairics,  What made matiers worse, our
little storé of wine had been early expend-
ed; some Taflia, with swhich we had res
plenished our flasks, liud also diszppeared ;
and the water we met with, hesides being
rare, ¢ontained so much vegetdble and anis
mu mitter, "as 10 be undrlulml}le tinless
Tu this dilem?

quallﬁed In somé manner,
ma, we came 0 a halt l'nder a clamp of
Hickory trees, and dispaiched Martin, Car-
jeton's Acadian servant, updn a voyage of
discovery, . lle had assured us that we
wust erelong fall in with some party of
Americans—or Cochon Yankees, as lie
called lhen)—who. in spite of the hatred
borne them by the Acadians and Cteoles;
were dally buunnlng more numetous i the
‘vountry.

Alter waiting; fu anxious ekpectation of
Mairtin's rcluru,fora full hout,during which
the nir seemed to get more and more sultry,
tny companion began to wax impatient.—
¥V hat can the fellow be dbout 1 cried tie.
t@Give a bltst on the horn.’l he added,hand-
ing we thé Instrdment ; I carinot sound it
_myself, fur my tdngue cleaves to my palate
from the héat and drought,” .

~.

1 put tlié horti to my niouth, nm.l gave u
Dlast.  But the tdnes emitted wers hot the
tlear echo dwukeiing sounds that ehcer diid
strengthen the litinter: ‘Phey wefe duil

-and short, #s thodgh the .nir had lost all
elastiéity and vibrauon. and by its weight
trushed back the sounds into the hofn, Tt
was a2 warning B some inScrutable dangeft.
We gni"d afoudd g, arid sav that ulhets
yore not’ wmmng.

- 'The spot where we had hallcd was dn
lhe edge of ore of thote pine forests that
.. éxteitded; ‘dldvodt ithatit intertuption,from
' the hills of the Cote Gelee to ihe Upelotisa
©iiiountains, aud of g vast ptaiie, spiinkled
herte and thete wnh palmeuo flelds, clumps |
of trees; aud broad patches of brushwood,
. which ‘appeated ' mete dark specks on the
immense extent of plain that: lay before v,
covered with grass of the brightest greom
and sd-long; 2s to reath up {o our. horses’
shapldets.. ‘' lhe sight Was a planfation
of palmétios, hall 2 mile wide; and bound-:
ed. by a sott of creek or guily; the banks
of which were ‘cavered with gigainic cf-
prees treen, Beyond thld,‘more prairie and
n'wood of:evergreen oak. | T the €ast, an
impepetrable thickei of magnolmg papaw!-
pakiand bean trees-—to the north, .tho pme
wopd befote mentioned, "} -

«iSuch was-the rich landscape e had been
surrounded by a ghort lour hel’ore. Eul
1O On cokmg afolnid; e, found the.

, scene changed § -and. our honznn became
} .ar uidre linsited: b}‘ rimng cldudu of blmuh
an ‘v..

A
rom 1o, i fent
bgaﬁppeared to beeomo ,xthmkrr 5 ;(bo.‘sun

1o loﬁgor dazdled oust'syes wher'we gazed Ot )
--’g{** it j{ sl ,’ fifdugh ibie’ iidi kg afa

lr

) ’9 QQ‘? n !"a A
: lmppanred,verlclﬂtqm uwghtby magres
- ifaeapobrs and:the'
Hbl‘ﬂféf’ﬁaﬂ bawngmmnur lmougl‘l

Apeny heasiol n@f"'ﬁer

M‘ba.part iAo praifie

o Pﬂw inlugl{l: '

them.

ir; whicly; difring. tlme&bwkm ‘Headlang’ mmqsrnmhickw

val ey'J, enclosed

_between tlvo mlghty raugel ‘of ‘grey’ lhoun-,
| see iears in

gaZed arouml us and beheld tl‘oue sn'ange
phenomena, ,eur eyes met, and we re.xd in,
,ellch ‘ofher's i countenance that. embarrasa-
ment ‘which the bravest and most light-
I'hieapted aré apt vo'feel, Wwhen - hemmed in

by perils of which thev cannot conjeoture
the nature.
*Fire off your gun’,"fs‘uid I¢|o Catleton,

t

|1 started as I spoke at thealteration jn my

own voice. 'The gun went off, but the re-
port was, as it were, stifled by the com-
pressed atmosphere. It did not even alarm
some water-fow] that were plashing ana
ﬂoundermg_m_.l.heﬁcreek a_few_hundred

| more . thah thei .4
gazing at’ us. 48 though rmploring our help
and ; compaaalon. . We fancied, we ‘could |,
thelpbor beasls ‘eyes.
oked, b 1'ts;. On came the
plllars of ﬂhme. ﬂlckenng and- threatening
through the,‘ [ ie ng ip all before
them's- and at! umes,ua,gnst of so hot and .
blasnng a wind ag seemed to dry the very
martrow: m our bones, 'l‘he roaring of the
fire wiis now, dlstmctl) andlble, mingled
with lussmg. whistling: sounds; and crak-,
ing noises, as of mighty trecs falling. Sud-
denly a bright ‘flame- shot up' through the
stifling smoke, and immediately alterwards
a sea of fire burst upon eur nching eyeballs.
The whole palmeuu field was in flames.
The heat wab'su greai, that we every

paces from usi . S
*Look at our horses ! " exclalmed Carle-
tons - **They are surely going mad.” 'The
animals were evidently uneasy at some-
things They pricked vp their ears, turned
half mum.. and gazed with ‘startled eye|
behind them, then strained with their

" heads and necks 1n the opposite direction

to the vapor. snorting violemly. and at last |
trying “to break away from the trees to
which they were tied; A short time pre-

- \'lously they had appeated much fatigued,

but now they were all fire and impatience,
_ %It is impossible to remain- heke,” "5aid
Catleton. ¢

“ But whnthcr shall we go (S

s threvcr “our horscs choose to lahe
us '

We uniied the animals and sprang upon
But scarcely were we in the sad-
dle when they started off'at a pace as fran:
tic as if a pack of wolves had been at their
heels § and taking the direction of the ereek
whlch— ran between the palmetto plantation
and a cy press wond, contintted aIOng its
banks at the same wild gallop.  As ‘we ad-
vanted the creck began to widen | in place
of palméttos, clumps of marsh reeds, and
rushes showed .lhemaalves here and there.
An earthly stiliness ‘prevailed, only broken
now and then by the erylof a wild goose ;
and even that appeared aLrange and unnat-
ural in its sound. o

* What can be the niéaning of this 7"
eried Carleton,. **I am burning with héat,
and yet I have not the slightest moisture
on wy skin. Al these signs ure incom-
pretiensible.  For God's sake, sound the
lorn ugain.”

1 did so, but this time the sound seemed
1o be furced back through the hora,and to
die away upon my lips. - Tle air was so
hot and parching, that our horses coats,
which a shott time previously had been
dripplng with sweat, were now perfectly
dryyy and the hair plrslcred upon them ; the
aninials® tongues hung cut of their mouths,
and they seegied panting for cooler air.—
“ Look yonder " eried Carleton, and he
pointed to the line of the horizon, which
had hitherto beea of };rcb/lead-nolored va-
pour. It was now—becoming reddish in
the sotith-west quarter, and the vapour had
takten the appearance, of smoke. At the
same lime we heard a'sort of distant crack-
ling, like a heavy running-fire of iitusketry,
and which was tepeated at short intervaly,
Each time it was heard, our horses appear-
ed scared and iremblingi

The creck was getting rdpidly wider,
dnd the ground so swampy that it was
impossible to proceed furthér, Seeirig this
we agreed d rewrn to the {irarie, and to
tey if it were not coole attiong the palmet-
ivs. But when we canie to {he place where
we had erossed the creek, our horses re-
fused to take the ledp again, and it was
with the greatest difficilty we at length | ¢
forced them over:
ness il {he horizan was getfing bfighter;
arid ihs atthosphers hotter and drier | the
fmoke had s'predd ovet pratie; forest; and
plantatfons, * We Gontinued felracing oirr

steps os-well ag we could fothe eput where |’

we had haltad;, See there, said Carle-
ton ; * ot half an hour agd those reeds
-were as fresh and green as if they had just
sptung-odt of the earth, and now loak at|
tliem—=tlie leaves are hanging dowri, parch-
6d and corled up by the heat.”

'I‘hé whale, pramo, the Whole honion
to the southwest, was now. one masé ,of
dende smolte; through which the siin’a dise.
Tooked earcely brighter: than & paper.lan:
ternd  Behind'the thick cuitaiti which thus
c_on _ﬂled evetv thmg from our view, we
hoard a loud hmmn\g, like that of ‘a mi
tude of snakes; ‘The dmoke wis s ifling
and, unbesrable ; ofir. horsed again turned
panting round, and tore miadly towards.the
éreeks On reachmg it we dnfmounwd,,but
'had’ the gresitest: dxﬁiculty 1, prevent them’
from lespmg into- lhe water. - ‘The su‘eaké
or le‘l to our righz beeame b‘riéhwt nd
bngh;er; uqd gleamod llu‘odgh _the‘ h!Ige.

Bnddenly the Yﬂghtfdh ‘truth ﬁashqd
l. 1he lverys semd niomoni

. ARJ‘;,’K‘.‘? éi‘ed l[r wgfd‘ o’ W
lowd ruuhug behind s, and ,a.hel‘d,p

féuds %Mammmwdum i

All this tie the red- :

1 ‘ 'l 740 Whio; dire yod my l‘nendg 1-
cracldmg and hmmg grewW. lﬂuder than er ;.- g e 7

moment’ expected to seo or clothes” take
fire.  Our horser dragged us shll nearer
to the creek, sprang into the water, and
drew us down -the bank afier them. A-
nother rustling and. noise in the thicket of
reeds. A she-bear, with her cubs.at her
lieels, came towards us; und' at the
same time a second herd of deer rushed
into the water nottwenty y.arda from where
we were standmg We pmnled our guns
at the béars ; lhey niovéd off - towards the
deer, who renhmkod wnilisturhed at. their
approach ; “and Hédre thev stood; bears and
deer, and not five paces apart, buttakmg o
more notice of each other than fll' they
had bieen animals of the samne species.—
More beasts new. came flocking into the ri-
vet. Deer,wolves,foxes, horses—all came
in efowds to scek shelter i in one elemem
from the llllyd)r anather, . Most of them,
howdvet, went futther up the creek, where
it 1ok a north-eastetly direction, and wi-
dened into'a sortof lakes H'hose that had
first arrived began to folldw- the new-com-
ers, and we did the sames’

“Siddenly the baying of ‘hounds was
heatd; - ¢ Hurrab ! there are dogs; men
must be near.”  A-volley from & dozen ri-
fles'was the-answer to our explanation.—
‘I'he shots Wwere fired not two hundred yards
from us, yet we saw nothing of the per-
sons wlio fired them. The wild beasts
around us trembled and croiched before
this new danger, but did not attempt to
move a step. We ourselves were stand-
ing in the midstof thiem up to our waists
in water. ** \Who goes phere?” we shout-
ed. Another volley; and this time not one
hundred yards off, e saw the flushes
of the pieces, and leird voices ldll\lll[! ina
dialect compounded of French ind Indian.

We perceived that we had to do with Aca-
dians. A third volley, and the bullets
whistled about olir ears. It was geuting
past a joke. ' Halt!” shouted we, *'stop
firing 1ill you fice what you are fiting at.”
There was a dead Zilence for a moment,
then a burst of savige laughter, * Fire!
fire 1" cried 1o or three voices,

wif you fire,”” eried I, *look out for
yourselves, for we shall do the same. Have
a care what you are about”’

* Morblue ! Sacre I"* roared hall a scoie
of voices. Who is that who dares to give
us orders 7 Fire on the dogs " ’

“1f you do, we return it."

“Sacre " ‘sereanied the savages, **I'hey
are geitlemen Ifrom the toins. Their

speech betrnys themi. Shoot them=-the
dogs, the spies ! What do lhcy want in
the pralrle"‘ ‘ -

“ Your blood be an )our own heade,
cried 1. And; with ghe feeling of despe-
fate. men, we levelled our guns in the di-
téction in which we had seen the flashes of
the last volley. At ihat moment—** Halt!
What is here l" shouted d“slentohan vmce
tlose fo us;

.~ 8iop Bfing; of )ou are dead men,”
cried five or six-other voices.

4 Sacte? ck sont des Jmericdins,”
multered the Acadians, L
© # Monsienr Carleton!*’ éried a Voice.

# Herg!” replied my friend. & boat
shiot out of kg smoke; bietieen us and our
afitagonisis. Caileton's dervant was in it.
'I"he next moment we were surronnded by
a ‘4core-of Acadmnd and a hall'-u-dozen Al
mencans.v

Itappeare(l that the Acadmns. do stob

had gof fnto & boat _dnd Jestetided a ereek
(het lloded into. lhe Chlr'ol ereek ¢ on_which
we fiow, were. . .The Ueasts -of .the forest|.
and prate, dymg {o the vratet, l'ound them

gelves intlosed in the angle formed by :the

:Hwo' cl‘eel{e, ufid iliele rétreal Leing cut off|

by thie fire; they fell an easy préy to the|
Acl(hans. wrld, half aavage fellows, who
elaughtered them,in a profusion & wnh
a brotality- that.- excned .our disgtist, a feel-

(“ Woll 'qtranger Py smd oneof the lat-

wnh thom &endioni or come. wuh de " e

ing‘luolhead !your frlendsh;ps

dtarloz Fuemu. rndeedl We sin' lngat‘

3 ot

Thnd e
g

theit,

rémarrlgd .:im

' VIGW.

a8 they perceived the praitie fo be ori fire, |-

mg which the. Amemans sesmed to share. |

'n' "Whent lheyrhozn'd ydu : ld
provi

‘.“ken
: l

reckon 7" dbadived the Amenc
spoken befare.

*No, mdeed my. fnend. saul I
R told, yoii’ a’ready,’ replied’ thé : man
with some degree of pnde, ‘we ain’t your
fnends “butif you ehoiise to accept Amer-
iean hospitality, you're, welcome,” =’

* We glancéil at the Acadians, who \hére
stlll firing, ‘and dragging the beasts: they
slaughteréd into their boat and to'the shore.
‘They appeared perfect savages,’ and thiére
_was litle temptation to seek guldance or
assistatice at their hands.

CIf 1t is agrecable to you, we will acom-
pany you,’ said 1o the Américan, making
a step towards the \gz. We were eager|,
to be off, l‘nr the heat and smoke were un-
bearable. 1ié answered neither yes nor
no.
by the proceedings of the Acadiaus,

“They’re. worse than Injuns,” said he to
a youiig than standing by him. *Tley
shoot more in an hour than they could eat
in a year, in their larnauon French waste-
fulness,’ :

“‘I've a notion o’ h\akm‘ ‘em leave oﬂ',”
replied the young man. ' .

“The country’s theirs, or their masters’
rejoined the other. . *Ireckon.i’s no bu-
siness.of ours,”

‘This dialogue was. carned on with the
grealeat possible deliberation and under crr-
cumstances  in which none but a Yonhee
would” have thought of wasting time in
words, A prairie twenty milss long- and
ten broad and a couple of miles of palmet-
10 ground all in o blaze—=the flames draw-
in nearer every minute, and havmg in some
places, already reachad up to the shores. of
thecreek. On the other side a couple doz- |
an wild Arcadmns lﬁng nght and left. with-
out earing where of whom their bullets
struek.. Carleton and myself, #p to our
waists in water, and the Americans, éhat=
ting togelher as unconcernedly as if they
had beet $itting wider the roofs of their
own block houses.

‘Do you live far from here?” gaid I'atlast
tothe Yankee, rather impatiently.

‘Not so far as [ sometimes wish,” an-
swered he, with a contemptuqus glance at
the ‘Acadians, ‘but far ennuah to get you
an appetite for your supper, if- you ain'’t
got one already.’ And l.imnw a thin roll
of tobacco out of his pocket, he bit off a
peice of it, lald bis hands on-the muzzle o
his rlﬂe, leant his cliin upon'his hands, ahd
scemed to have forgetten all about us,

This apathy beeame intolerable to men
in our situation,- ’
‘My good matt,’ said 1, *will you put

take—="". . i

{ could not contmue. for T was hterally
suffocated with heatand sinoke, The very
water of the creek was geuting Wirm,

‘I've a notlnn. sald the Yankee, with,
his usual drawh and apparently only just|
percewmg otir ¢ lstresa. ‘I've a notion we
had Yetlet/be movin® out o' the way o’ the
fire. Now, strangets, in with you.’ And
te helped Carleten and myself into the
boat we lay down and becanie insensiblé
from heat and exhaustion,

When we recovered our senses, we
found ourselvcs in the bottorii of the boat,
and the old Yankee stariding by us with a
bottla-of whiskey ih his hand, which he
invited us to laste, {‘\’e felt better for thé
cordial and began 10 look around us,

¢ . Before us lay an apparently mtermlnablo
cypzess Aivariip, behind us a sheet of water
formed by the junction of the two creeks,
and at’ present oyerhung by a mass of
smoke that concesled the horizon from our
From time to time there was a
burst of flame lhat lit up the swaitip, and
daused the ey prcss trees to .appear-ad if| .
lhey grew oui of out a sea of fire.

‘Come,’ #aid the (llll Yankee, ‘ve musl
geton. N is fiear stinset, an(l we hnve
far to go.’ .
. Andewhil.h viay dnes utiT road lio? 1
ashid. :

* Across the oy press sivamp, vnless
oif " tatbier go round it

“fhe.- shotlcSl road ls lhe best.
Carlton;

‘The shibirtest road is tie besi!’ repeated
{ve Vankeo, cnnlempmousl). and"turning
to his: ‘ebmpanions. Bpoken like & trne
Biitisher. , Well; he shail’ have his own
way. ahd the more 60 as I believe i to be
aé good d oné aé the otliet: James® added
hé, turning ‘(o .obe of the meni; *you go
further down thrdllgh the Snapplng 'l‘uhle
s&dmp, we will efoss here.” "

*And our horaes P gaid 1.
. I‘hey ,arer grazmg,‘in lha rual-es.

éaid

fain to-night; Wpd lo~mo§‘l'ow lhéy n!ay
Eome routid \ﬁthout singeing.d hosfs

Fhad’ foiad" rnyuell' onck artwide dpbl
)ie border¢ df the swamp that noW-Tay |
- tiefors i3} biit hind dlways ddnisidered it )m-
 penietrable; and THid: not underqlaﬁd; as I
””ﬁed in}u it gloom j o'y

- ‘Pqthof road! Do you falie it foro
émnn ] pn‘k ‘Thllto’s' the;: plth that |
P B

|of goud that formed’ the swamp

vour hospitable offer into execution. and |

] delfy. 4 mght pmedu
.1 | leave.d mai ague i

, ""Y !
' lf your poree were elver 80. openi but no
'+ ‘| hete's s dasiger § rﬁ

croopora, whxch rose out of the vast’ depth

Here's the path,” ‘said he.
* Then we'll wait and- come_routid with
our horses,’ I rephed ¢ Where shall we
ﬁnd them?

* “As_you please, strnnger. s \Ve shall
uross. the gwamp;  Ouly, if you can't do
hko your horses, snd: sup off bulrulhen,
you are likely to fatt for the next twenty-
four houis.’

¢And why so? . There is game and wild
fowl for-the shooung.

* No doubl thera is if you can eat them
raw, like the Injms. . Where will you find
within 1%o miles round, a square foot of
dry land 1o make your fite on ¥’

[I'o say the truth, we dld not allogether

~'try"ing its eolldit) with his - foorsbelore-hie

torchlight on-each log or tree truik, and

trusted his’ ‘weight upon it—doing all this
with a dexterdy and fipsad that proved lis.
familiarity with these dangerouu p.nhs.
‘Keep close to. M, said he o ug, ‘but
make yourselves nght—ao Yight-at least as
Britishers can make “themselves. Hold
your } hrea\h and——ha! what is that log 7]
Hollo, Nathan,' continued he to himself,
*what's come to you mun?  Don't you
know a sixteen foot lligator from o tree?’
He had stretched out his foot, but fortu-
nately,before setting it down he ‘pnhe(lw l\al
he took for alog with the but of his gun,

The suppoeed block- of wood gave way &,

little, and the-old squatler) throwing him-
sell' bnck. was wl!hm ar; ace of pushing
me into the swamp

-Iig awerntiomr seemod-to-be-taken-np [ like_the_company_we ‘'had_fallen amongst.

‘I'liese squatters bors in geéneral but an ip-.
diffgrent character. . They .were said t0
l'ear‘neuher God nor man; {o trust enurely
to their axe and their rifle, and to be litle
scrupulous “in questions of property; in
short, to be scarce less wild and dangerous
than the Indians themselves. '
The Yankee who had-hitherto acted as
spokesman, and who seemed to-be insome
way of other the chief of the party, wds a
man apparently near sixty years of age,

upwal‘ds of six feet high, thiti in person |

but with such bone and muscle as {ndicated
great strength in ‘the possessor,  His fea-
tures wera keen and sharp; his eye like a,
falcon's; his bearing and mapuers bespolre
an exalted opinion of hlmself an (at Yeast !
as far as we wero concerned) a tolerable.
degree of contempt for others, .His dress
consisted of a ]acket uf‘ -skins, secured |

mund the waist by a girdle, in which wis

stobko-a long kmife; leather l)reecheu..
straw hat without a brim, and mocasins.
His companio'n was similarly -accoutred,

‘Where i is M/rlml' cried Carleton.

‘Do you mean the Acadian]lad who’
brought us to you"

*The.same.’

The Yankee poisited towerds the smoke.
*Yonder, no doubt, with His country meil ;
but T reckon theirinfernal hunt is over.
hear no mere shnls.

“Then we will o to him.
are our horses 1"’ :

.

I

But where

- I've a notion,’ said one of the younger |-

met), *the stranger don't rlghtly l\now what
he wants. Your horases are grazing half a
mile off.  You ‘wobld not have had us
ntake thie pdor beasts swin ihroug the creek
tied id the stern of the boat? ’Lifah is
trith them.!

sAnd what Will e do tith them 7’

*Joel is going back with the boat, and
wher. the fire 18 out he will bring them
round edid the cldér Yankee, *You don't
suppose—12" added he———. He left the
senteance unllnishcd, but a smile of scorn-
ful meaning ﬂiued’over his features.
"I looked at Carleton. He nodded.—
‘We will-go with you,’ said I, and trust

entirely to ycir guidanice.”

* You do well,” was the brlel' raply —
‘Jacl,’ added he, turniirg to one of ihe
young men, ‘where are the torches? We
shall want them !"’

‘Torches !’ exclainied I,

The Yankee gave me a look, as much as
to say—You must meddle with' every
ihing. ¢ Yes," replied hej *and, if you
had ten lives,.it would be as much as they
dre all worth to enter this swamp without
torches.’
selecting a couple of pine eplinters from
several lying in the boat, he lighted them
doing every thing with such exlraordmary

deliberation, ard so oddly, that in spite of

ur unpleasant situation, we-coiild scarcely
help lau‘g‘lrﬁ]g. Meantinie the boat pushed
off :wiili'two men in it, leaving Cerleton,
my&ell, the old miaid, and anolher Amert-
can, standing ul,ll\o edge of the swamp.
‘Follow nie; step by step, and as if you
were lreadmg on_eggs,” said our leader ;
‘and you, Jonathan have an. eye to the
strangers, and dont wait till thu)" are up to

their necks in mud to piek them out of it."

We did not {ael much comforled by this
apeech, but mustering 411 oub cotrage, Wo
strode on after our plain. upokon guide.

Wo had procoeded bita very short dis-
tanée into the swanip before Wb folind ont
the-use of the torches. ‘The liuge Sypress
téscs 'shot up to tlis Keight of fify feet,
entitely free from hranches, Whikh thien
however,: spread out making the tiees ap-
pear like glganuc ulnbrellns. and coveting'
tho \Lole morrass with and |mpenalrable
Foof, through which not ever'd sutibeam

o t-,ould find 4 passage. ~ On lodking] belind

we daw’ du}' light at the- etitfance of the

o| swartip; & at the Rlouth’ of ‘a vast cavert.

The further ‘we went tlie: thlcker became

" | {he'air; afid at Jast the effuvia was 20 sti-

ﬁmg atld pestilential; that.ie totches burnt
| Pale.aild dim, add. Hore than, ohce thl-aat-
ene lo go out. ¢

‘for «dm, Ldriel'

B9 saying he strubk fire, and |.

,im 6dulelytby anojher
d hd i

th'lo ﬂre‘i goo;l 't

*Ah friendi* said Fe, nomleasl dig-
eoncerted, ‘you thought to sscumvent hon-
est folk Vrith youe deviliry and eanning.’

‘What is the matter?” asked 1.

‘Not much the matter,’he replied, draw-
ing his knifé from fis sheath. ‘Only 'un
alligator—there it is again,’

Add in the place of the‘log which liad
disappeared, the jaws‘of 8 hupe alligato}
gaped before us. [ raised my gun to iy
shonlder. T'hie Yidokee seized my arm:

‘Don’t fire," whispered Le. ‘Don’t fire
solong as you can helpit. We ain’t alone
here. -‘This will do as well,” he adde_d, us
he stooped down aid drove his long knife
into the aligator’s ey, ‘The monster gave
a l'ru['ht.ul howl, and lashed vndlemly with
its tail, besprlul\huw g \ch the black uh-
my mud of the swanip.

“Pake whiat) said the Bquatter witha
grim smll ‘and that, 'and that,’ etabbinw

-the. brute repeatedlv bctween the neck 2nd
thie nhs. while’ it_writhed "and snaf)pcd )

Iunouslv at him. “Then wiping his Kkuile,
ke stuck it in his belt, and looked keenly
and cautiously around B

“I've a notion there must bo.a tree trunk

. hereawa) 3 it aint the first tiine 've follow-

ed this track. 'l‘herc it is, bnl a guod six
foot off.” Add bo saying, he gave a spring
ahd alighted in sal‘cly on the sleppmg
place.

*Have a cate, nian;
water. - [ see it glitter.

etict 1. ¢There is
‘Pho, water] What you call \vater is
snakes, Con® on.’

I hesitated and a shudder came over ino.,

fling one, But it waé.over a1 almost bottom-

less thast, full of the foulest mud, on:
w'hlch the mocasin snaks, the deadliest of
lhe American reptiles, were swarmlug

iCome o4 1

NeceSsuy lent me strenglh and preasm-r
my lefifoot firmly against the. log on which
[ vas slnndmg, and which weg each mo-
ment sinking with our weight deeper into
the soft slimy ground,'l sprang across.—
Carleton followed me.

*Wel| done!’ cried the-old man. *Cour-
age, dnd a couple more such leaps, nud we
shall be getting over the worst of i’

“There seems to have been a,s01t of p.uh
made here,’ #aid 1 to our guide; *for*

: ‘Sllerce A mterruplod lie in a low toue;
‘silence, for your life, till .we are on firm
ground again. Don"t mind the snakes,’
added he, ag the torchlight revealed some
enormous ones laying “eniled up on the
moss and lianas - eloge to us. ‘Follow nie
closely.” '

‘But just a8 s!retche(l forward my foot
and was about 10 place it in the very print
that his had left, the hedious jaw of anal-};
higator was suddenly atrelched over the
tree-trunk, nol 8ix fuches from my leg,and
the creature snapped at me so suddenly,
that T had but just time to fire my gun in-
1o his gltltermg lizard-like eye. ‘The mon-
ster bounded l)qck uttered asonnd between
a beliow dnd & graan,-and slnl\mg wnldlv
about_ hini in the morras, (hsapp-ared
- "T'he &mencnu -looked round when I
fired, and an approvmg smile played about
his* mouth as he said somelhmg to e
which I did not hear, owing to the infer-

us, and at first culnpletely defened mo.
T'housands, fen's of thonsands of bnrds.
and reptiles,allizators,encrmons bull-frogs;
mghl-owls, hhmgaa, herons, whose dwcll-
lngs were in the mud of the swamp, or on
its leafy roof, now lifted up their vou.es,
ballowmg. hootlng, shiieking and . groan-
ing. Buisting forth from the obscene re- |.
treat in which they, had huheno lain hid-
ded, the alligators raised theif hedidas |’

swamp. gnasmng “their teeth whd straining
toward 'ds, whild  the. owls.and other birds
circled' »round tur hcads, ﬂnppmg and
atriking.us wdh Aheir wings a8 tliey. pussed.’
We -deaw-“oiir-Knives, and endoaVored to
defenid at ledst oiir'lioad and eyes ; bt all
waé in viin dgalnst the myfiadi of enemics
lha& surrodnded us; :atd the: uneqnal ‘com-
' bly, tidve" lasted long, |
sl

L1

e} d Ha“l'ﬂ‘!’ il’!!% ]

f{she uncleaii lr_ddldggdn' sto it fullre
: sﬂ»& 0

'ﬁ?&lﬁiﬁﬁm'

The leap, as regarded dlst.mce. was a tri-

» " .
nal uproat that how arose on all sides of

snouls ‘otit of the freen hoatlng ‘ol the |

tad, followed §'; , . .:
hiy ﬂl'ect’tho) Bixtind

Biit our torches had ton‘b out, and il a:
oqnd us, wa3 black as piteh’ : v
- God‘s name are you thote; dld thant' -
asked I,

'What' still alive ?* he replledl wuh .
lau"h. “and the other Brmsher 1o 1" -1%0ld
ye“we were not alone, . ‘Fhese brutes’ de- .
fend themselves if you attack them upon
ghelr own ground and a single shot is suf-
ficent to bring the about one’s ears.’ But -
whén they seé yoi're in earnest they saon
get vired, of it, and a couple wore shots
sent among them generally drive them 8-
wuy again; fusthey are but senseless squuul-
in’ creturs after all.’ "

While the old ¥idn wes spenl.mg he
struck fire. and lit one of the torches.

sLuckily e have rather better footing
here,’ continued he. ‘*And now forward -
quickly 3-for; the—sun_is_set, and we_ have 3
still some way tv go,’

And ngain he led the march wuh 8 sklll
and confidence_id hlmself which cacli mo-
ment increased our reliance on him. Af:
ter .prozeeding in this mattfier for -about
hulf a1 hour, we saw a pale llght gllmmer-
lng ‘in the distance..

-

“*Five minutes more and ¥dur troubles
ste over; but now is the time to be .cau-
tlous, for'it is on the barders of these curs-
ed swamps the slligators best lore to liel?
“Inmy eagernes to find my selfonce more
on dry land, | scabcely heard the Yankee's
words ;. and as the stepping places were
now uear log,elher. 1 hastened on, and got
a little in fmnt of the party. Suddenly 14
felta.log on whichyI had just placed my
foot, give way undg me. 1 had ecarcely
timg to call out 'Halt!" whea 1 was up to
the armepits in the swamp, with every
prospect of sinking still deeper. .
‘You wlll hirry on,’ said the old man
with o laugh; and ot the same time, springs .
ing forward, fe caught me by the hair.—
“I'ake Warning for the Tuture,” added he,
as he helped we out vf the mud; *and lool\
there !’

1did looh..md aaw half a dozen alligators
wruhmg and crawhng in the nomous slime
within a fow feet of us. I felt a sickening
&ensation, aud for a moment 1 could not
utter a word: tlie Ynnltee pruduced luu .
whiskey flask.

“Pake a swallow of lhrs." anid hej but
no,better wait till we are out of the uwnmp
Stop a litile ull your heart beats qmeter. :
So, you are better now. When you've
i made two or three such journeys witki old
Nathan, you'lt be quite anuthel dian.—
Now—forward sgain.' - “

A few minutes latet we were ot of the
swamp, and looking over a field of palinets
108 that waved and rustled in the mioon-
beams. ‘The zir was fresh; aiid once mnore |
we brezthed freely. -

‘Now then;” ssid our guide; *a dram,and
ihén in hall an hour we avedt the Salt Lick.’

“Whete I’ asked I,

‘At the Salt Lick; to shoota deer or two
for supper. Mallo! what is that 7’

‘A thunderclap.” - : ‘ .

‘A lhuuderclap' You have heard but
few of them in Loulsmna, 1 giess, or you
would know the difference Belwixt thunder
ind the crack of the backtoodsman's rifle]
"I'o be sure, yonder oak wdod has an al-
mighty echo. ‘Tha's James's rifle—he
has shiot a slag.  ‘Fhere’s another shot.’

This iime it was evidently a rifle-shot;
but re-echoed like thiinder froni the depths
of tlié iniihense forest. . |

*We must let themn know that we're eull
in whole sklna. and ot in the maw bf ad
alligator,” said the old man, who had been .
leaning his rifle, and now fired it qﬁ‘.-

In half an hour we were at the Sali Lick,
where we found our guide's two sons busy
disembowelling aud eutting up s fine buck
that they had killed;an occipation in which
they were'so engrossed that tlrey . aesrco-

| seemed to notice our stitvall We dal down.

not a little glad 16 repose sfter the fatigues
and dangers we had gone throtigh, When .
hind and fore dudrters,breaét 2fid back, werg
all divided i right tuntariart:ike style,the
young ftién looked at thelr Iatger. Wil
yout take a bité and a sup libta 2’ said'the
latiet, addres%nng Larlcton and myself, ‘or
will you wiit till we get home 7*

‘How fat 1s there still 16 go ¥’

iHow far !~ With a god trolting horse,
ind a better road, thiee qharters of an hour'/
‘would bring you there: . ¥ou ma] rech,on .
it a couple of hours.” .
. “Then we would pralet eatlngaumethiug
here. e

. *A8 You wll /

Without mora Gobds, or o, of uma. 4
haunch wad cut ¢ff one of ‘the hind-guare
lers ; dry loaves and’ bl’anehas collecled'
qnd in one minute a ﬂrs wan blumg bnghl-
1y, the joink turning. ‘befote-it on u woudeir
spit.” L half an ho\lr the'party: waneol:
lectetl, .roundn nm ’auncli omonulon\

.

AR Amencdn.‘descnbmg‘tho pre
J !\Thdy xOVe n’

ﬁght with. d-gger ot
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