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I scrambled forward and looked over.
1t seemed shallow enough and, holding
the cut hawser in both hands for a last
security, 1 let myself drop softly over-
board. The water scarcely reached my
waist, the sand was firm and covered
with ripple marks, and I waded ashore
in great spirits, leaving the “Hispani-
ola” on her side, with her mainsail trail-
ing wide upon the surface of the bay.
About the same time the sun went fair-
ly down and the breeze whistled low in
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or
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tenfo!d inereased my horror, not a sign
of any prisofier. T could only judge
that all had perished, and my heart
gmote me sorely that I had not been
there to perish with them.

I stopped, for, I teil you, I was out of
breath, and, to my wonder, not a man
of them moved, but all sat staring at
me like as many sheep. And while
they were still sgaring, 1 broke out
again:

“And now, Mr. Silver,” 1 said, *1 be-
lieve you're the Lest man here, and if
things go to the worst, I'll take it kind
of you to let the doctor know the way
1 took it.”

“What I can do, that I'll do,” 1said.

“It's a bargain!” cried Long John.
“You speak up plucky, and, by thunder!
I've a chance.”
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