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Governor’s Yessage,

To the Sennte and House af Representatives of!hﬁotr- A 'h::mem EIStﬁ Tax

wealth of Pennsylvania.

Fyuow-Crrizess: The Legislative branch | o
of the Government, mects under cireumstances ' nop ARy

caleulated to produce deep emotions of gratitude.
The events of the past year cannot fail to afford

ussurances of the continued merey of the Al.

tigh'y Father of the Universe, dnd of the bless- |

1igs He has dispensed te the people of this Com-
monwealth, Whiie in other parts of our coun-
try, and in dislant lands, pestilence has made
fearful ravages; leaving in its track the wretch-
edness of destitution and the tears of crushed af-

- = L= i

| House of Retuge, - 5,000 —
' icholson Lands, ! 300 —
4 © 8,000 —
: ; 40°000 —

Counsel Fees und Conunissions, 2,000 ~-
elluneous, 5,000 ---
270,000 ---

h Branch Canal, 150,000 -

fections; & healthful elimate, in the diposal of

a rigteous Providence, hss preserved the citi-
zens of the Staie ('ompuruti\'eiy free from the
nisesies a-f'zhprdeslrn_ver. Duri::ga period of war,
famine and civil commmotion in the old world,

Uringfag m their train, desolation and ‘want; |
blighting tiee hopes, paralizing'the mdostry, aud | The above ballanees has been destroyed, or has failed to

rutning the progperity of the people; our belov-

ed Commonweaith, n union """h, others under | 4.4  convenient local currency, have the confidence and ta. |
the National Constitation, has enjoyed the de- | vor ai the citizens,
hglits of pence, and her citizens, i the exercise |
of 1ndustrial pursud, have found contentment and | mutilated and defaced.
To the Author and Guardian of |

compeience.
our being, whose benificence caused all things
to work together tor our good, our reverence
and grati‘ude are especinlly duoe.

The recent efferts for the establ shiment of lib-
eral political institutions in Europe, have exci-
ted 1a the peopie of this country, the warmest
eympathies. The couflict between the oppress.
or and oppressed, whatever muy be the inci-
dents oi results, having for its ohject a govern-
ineut eapable of protectng and extending politi-
cal and social hiberiy, must be regarded by the

people of the United Steteg with the deepest so- |

In the enjoyment of institutions which ! -
2 | Amount demandablie at the treasu-

founded on the acknowledged principle that all i

political power is a trust o be exercised for the |
benefit of the citizens, they cannot witness the | with e ereditors holding thesa clais

licitude,
recognize the inherent rights of man, and are

etruggle between despotism and freedom, with-
out urdent hopes and s ncere prayers for the tri-
umph of liber.l und en irged justice. It'is im-
possible to behold a people loug the subjects of
tyranny and oppression —eniightened by our ex-
ample, and solicitous fur equnl enjoymeats—ri-
sing up beneath the burthens which centuries

erence for power,and the pride of regal splendor;

have hesped upon them—casting aside the rev- I

!
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Comynissioner's of the Sink’g Fund 263.000 -
———— $4,004,500 00
$231,500 00
The l‘nrs_minf estimated balance in the Treasury, al the
! end of the ficcal year 1850, would appear to justify the ap-
propriation of $10000 toward the completion of the Western
reservoir at Johnstown, as hereinafler recommended. Tt
| would also authunize the appropriation of a sum not less
than 300,000 in addition to the amount already appropria-
ted, to be expended in the completion of the Nvorth Brauch
canal. }
| The Legislatare at its lastsession aathorized the ye-issoe
! of the relief noteés then in circulation, and suspended their
| cancellation Jor three years. ‘The amount of the whole issue
I now outstanding is $653164 00
The amount paid into the Treasury and sup- .
plicd by & mew issie is 443,537 00

Ballance, 200,627 00

—

{ reach the T'reasury during the year. notes, the re-
| demption of winch being amply sceured, and affording a safe

It is therctore recommended that an.
thority be given to the proper officers, to  keep them in good
condition, by a new issue, im lien of such as may become

In addition to the suggestions made by the Iast Legisla-

| ture v the subject of the moneyed affuirs of the Sate, it is

deemed proper 1o esll your attention to the fact, that a por-

tion of the funded debt is overdue ; & part bearing an inter- |

;:-sitl of six per cent.; and a part falling due the yenr 1850, as
Jows

The amonut of five per cent. funded debt overdue,
except bauk charter lvauns, is

The amouat of six per cent funded
debt overdue, 1 1,752,335 06
The amount of five per cent. funded

154519 10

St

the publie borthens. The tax on bonds, mort-
geges, and noneys at irterest, is @ssessed so
unequally, that great reason for complainl exists
throughout the State To remecdy to sume ex-

prothonataries of the severa! counties, to collect
trom the plaintiffs in judgement the tax thereon
assessed, and if necessary, to compel payment by |
legal process ; allowing to the officer entrusted
with this duty a reesonable compensation, to be

untarily, cut of the fund, and by the plaintiff
when the payment has been compelled by legal
process. A similar provission with regard to
morigages, giving the recorders the authority
before stated in relation to judgements, would
embruce those two items of taxation, and woald-
doubtless conipel the payment of a Jarge amount

|

tent this evil, it would be well to require the |

paid, where the payment of the tax is made vol- |

of revenue, now fraudulently withheld.

The laws subjecting to a tax the commissions
1ssued to officers of this Commonwealth, should |
be extended to embrace commissions to non-resi- |
dents. T'he justice of taxing the citizens of the |
State, and of permitting non-residents who hold |
commissions under the government, to enjoy the
emoluments free from taxation, cannot readily
be perceived. .

No effectual mode hasbeen devised to compel |
the agents of loreign insurance companies to |
make a semi-annual exhibit of the amount of
funds employed by the respective companics
within this commonwealth. A law having,
an effect of this character, is highly necessury
and would be productive of decided advantage.
In the enactment of such a law, it would be well

debt falling due onor before Dec.

1, 1850, is 909211 15 |
The amount of unfunded debt now
due, 85,104 88

3,191,170 19

ry during the year, f
Provision shoull be made at an early day for arrangements |
o permit them to |
remain in their presect condition, would not only evinee an |
1udisposition to pay our just debts | bul would also operate |
ijuriously W the holders of the stock, by compelling sales |
at a price below their par value. The aunual demands up-

| on the Treasury. with the present means of the State, will ' or prafits, as well ason the capital steck employ-

not peraul the paymenst of these loans ; and the ouly practi- |
eable mode which snpgests itsell scems to be the negotia-
Lion of new loans, stipulating an extension of the time of
payment. Itis believed that such loans could be negotinted |
at a rate of interest not exceading five percent. Should au-
thorsty be given in the arrangements suggested, to stipulate
that the sail stock should be exempt from taxation, the in.
dacements 1o investiments therein would create sich compe- |

Jooking forward to the «stablishtment of himman | Uition as would be Lighly advantageous to the Treasury.— |

rights;
condition of socicty ; and placing their livesand
fortunes on the hazard of a struggle for these ob-

to the elevation of the moral and social |

jeers § withoal, on our part, an earnes:, rnd anx- |

ious desire thet they may suceeed.
gle has beea unsuccesstul.

riote erected their #tandard, have succeeded with
their launense force in meintaining tyrannjcal
wothority, and the brave men who fought for
freecom, have either perished under the barba-
rous exactions'of despotic will, or they wander
mn fore gn lands, exiies from howe that no longer
sfford securiy.
tiona! Govercment 1o mingle in the controver-
sies of foreign nations, nor s H desirabie that it
ehould, by acts of Lo-tdity or friendship, break
up the commercial relations which exist for ma-
tual advantage; but it is, nevertheless, no viola-
tion of internationa! law to enter our solemn pro-
test and warning, sgiiustacts of cruelty and
barbarism upon herorc men and defenceless
women. It s no wrong for our Government to

unite with others, in the expression of indigna- |

tion egainst the violation of the national fanth
and national law, mvolved ia the demand, for
SANZUINATY PUTPOSCS,
human rights.

The considerstion of the Legislature is res-

pectfully invited to the financial condition of the |

Commonwenlth,
The presen? funded delt s 85 follnws:
© per cent. Jnans, $2.04).022 51

5 per eent.  do. 30,335,716 w0
4h per cont do. 200,000 00

Unfunded debt 1o wiy -
Relief notes in circulalion

l.r{‘ﬂ‘lth‘..-i::‘.il.]m = 852184 53 | From collatera] inheritance tax,  $200,000 00
e . | lnterest on stocks purchased, 13,000 0o
* on certificat~s 1o In‘;__aidr-‘l : * Premiums on charters, 40,000 00
when 1he same shali be funded or paid. 11384 3 Bl i *
Domesiic creditors (on setilement ;  E5104 B8 ! Tf.xeatrp, circus and e !
—_— 13434 51 | rie licenses, 3,000 00
Amount of canal, railread, aud mative | . Nisti - sory |1 500
jpower debis, contracted preor 1o Dec F " }3]181 ﬂi‘eiry i bre-“ ery | ivenses 1, 00
1. 1845, and unpaia by the approproa. | Whiard and bowling saloons |
tions of the last session, €3230 53 | aud ten-pin alleys, 5,000 00

Tota) indebleduess of Commonwenith, Dee 49 30574413 45 |

The fande! debt on the 1:1 Dec.

1840, was £373593250 N

‘The arbitrary Gov- |
canments, in whose midst the noble band of pat- |

That strug- !

|
|
]

Justice and bonesty require that these debtsshauld be prompt- |
iy pawd, or arranged to the satisiaction of the parties inter-
ested, and any provision which the Legislat ire may deem |
proper on the subject, will meet the eordial approbation of !
the Executive,

The estubiishment of a sinking fund, by the appreciation
of State stocks. and the consequout inasase af caufidence in |
the ubility of the State to meet her engagements; with the |
replacement by a new issue of the old and defieced relief |
notes, has had the salatary eflect of enabling the Treasury |
Departinent with slight cxpense in the exchange or 1rans
mission chmeans, 1o mweet the payment of inteiest on the |
public debt in par money, as also 1o pay other er=litors of |
the State in good funds. The payment of the pablic Habili-
ties i the manner aforesaid, and the adeption of a system
to extinguish eventually the public debt, must bring to their
par valne, the stocks of the Commonwealth. It 1s estimn-

| that §13049000 of the public stock are held in this couns |
' A { try, aud the addition in their value, by these simple opera.
It is not the pol ¢y of our Na- | tione demanded alike by sound policy and honesty, will in-

crease thesr warketable worth in the hands of the citizens
$10500U). To the efficiency of the Stmte Treasarer, the Au-
gitor General, and other officers charged with the eollection

| and disbursement of the public moneys daring the past year,

is Justly attnibatable in a high degree these favorable resuits.

{ and care should be taken that ne exemption

| will not only increase the revenue, but is de-

to make the certificate issued to agents of said
companies, subject to taxation.

Incorporated companies of varions kinds, deri-
ving their charters elsewhere, have agencies in
the State and transact business therein, and yet
no accurate account 13 taken of the money em-
ployed, or of the value or prufits of their invest-
mentz. Were the proper departments required |
to make a list of these Incorporations, and author-
ity given to ascertain the amount of the invest-
ments, the rate of dividends declared, or the pro-
fits made, and a tax was levied on such dividends

ed, a larze revenue 1o the Commmonwesalth would
be the result.

While money borrowed by citizens, boroughs,
and incerporsted districts, is subject by existing
Jaws, to taxaticn, it is not perceived why money
borrowed by incorporated companies should be
exempt from similar assessment. To make an
9qmtﬂb]e distribution of the public burthens,
ehould be the special object of the Legislature,

should beallowed to any clas of citizens over an-
other where the property employed is the snme,
Altention to the foregoing objects of taxation,

manded sl ke by justice and sound policy.

Next in impuriance to the public debt, and
the equalization of the taxes, is the management
of the public improvements. The vast expendi-
tures annually made for the repair and supervis-
ion of these works, and the amount of reve-
nue derived therefrom; so materially afiecting
the condition of the Tressury ; render them ob-
jects of peculiar interests. It is believed that
an inercas=d amount of net revenue should be

Warks, against portions of our citizens, b
means of a system of drawbacks and ma>

mum rates of tolls, are unjust aud improper.
Their labor and property, in common with
others, were encumbered in the constraction
of the improvments ; their industry and
wcalth have for years assisted, and continued

to assist, to sustain them ; and it is difficult to

perceive upon what principle of public policy,
a T'ariff of Tolls is maintained, discriminating
against their interests. The gemands of trade
cannot excuse a palpable wrong of this char-
acter while a reduction of tolls on the whole
line of improvements, would produce an in-
crease of business, and secure the desired for.
eign trade. . y

The practice of contracting debts for re-
pairs, and for the purchase of materials be-
yond appropriations for these purposes, shounld
be prohibited by severe penalties. Nothing
can be more destructive of all accountability,
or - offer stronger inducements to extrava-
gance, than such a power over the public mo-
uey, Anofiicer guilty of an act of this kind,
violates the trust committed to him, and

“should be forthwith dismissed from the public

service, Debts already contracted in this
way, should be paid ; for the iabor in behalf
of the State has boen performed, and it would
inflict an injury on those who could not have a
knowledge of the wrong, to withhold from
them the value of their services; but immedi-
ate measures should Le adopted, to prevent
sach occurrences in future. A practice
of this Kind, authorized in some measure
by subsequent appropriations by the Legisla-
ture, for the payment of the deb's thus con-
tracied, cannot fail to misléad the people, and
embarrass the public ¢fficers in their estimates
and recommendations. The large appropria-
tions for the payment of old debts, made at
the last session of the Legislature, show the
extent to which the practice has been carried,
and should admonish us to guard against a re-
currence of the evil. In providing by legal
enactment ag.inst the mischief here stated,
authority, might be given to the Canal Com-
missioners, should it be deemed necessary, to
meet deficiennces in the funds provided for
any line of improvements ; todraw from a spe-
cific appropriation for that purpose, requiring
from thein a detailed and special report on the
subject, o the auditing department, as well
as to the sncceeding Legislature,

The avoidance of the Schuylkill inclined
Plane, and the improvments connecting with
the Culumbia and Philadelphia Railrroad
which are in rapid progress of constraction,
must materially increase the business on that
public thoroughfare, and will render the re-
laying of a portion of said road, a work of abso-
lute necessity. Inthe performance of this work,
should the Legislature authorize it, good policy
would seem to require, so far as the mefns
of the Treasury will permit, that one track
at least should be laid with a heavy rail;and it
is worthy of consideratioOn whether the public
interests would not be greatly subserved, by
a location of the new track, soas to avoid the
many short curvatures on the eastern end of
said road. ‘T'hey increase the danger to pas-
sengersand freight ; forbid a dispatch safely

———

Discriminations in the tolls on the Publié ]

of the brave delenders of |

- P 5T T 4] ;

i not be doubted.

| sources to the Commissioners, during the past

| year, have been s follows:

| From collateral inheritance tax, S120.212 41

*  premwums on charters,

* Eating and oyster houses and
restanrants,

“ Billiard and bowling salocns
and ten-pin allevs,

t ** Theatre,circus and menagerie
licenses,

“ Digtillery and brewery licenses,

2867 20

| Amount received for the year erd-

ing December 1, 1549, 27,629 01

The beneficial resultsof the sinking fund ean- | Jorived from these works.

45,969 40

The enormous ep-

The payments from various | nropriations of the Jast year, for their mainten-
an:e in repairs, and towards the paymeut of

debts theretofore contracted, should Lave plac-
ed them in a sound condition, and would author-
ize the conclusion that a small expenditure du-
ring the ssason would be sufficient. In the «b-
sence of the annual report of Canal Commission-
ers, no specitic amount for these chjects can be

g ORs . : :
%955 50 given by the Executive.

The system for the management of these im-

2,210 00 : rovements, invites nnnecessary expenditures
381 00 ' : gl

and removes responsibility from the proper de-
partment, \Were the number of Canal Commis-
| sioners increased to five; the State divided in
to districts for the election and supervision of

The estimated payments for the Sar_lie_purp(r_;e each Commissioner,— the direct and immediate

for the year ending Dec. 1,1850, are as follows. |

“ Eating and oyster houses and
restaurants,

15,000 00
“Balance in Treasury after de-

Unfanded Gebl, ot ang £9 du;ing appropriations here-

Amount of causl, rai an, 1 . 1 5
ohaL. m“;m‘ e yar inbefore recommended, 91,500 00
priur to Dec. 1, 1848 3676 38 01086207 21 371.000 00

- : . ' ’

Amocunt of ic debt paid during the year P ’

:fm.m_::mu anhe o prid Contmissioners e The opiuion 1s confidently expressed that the |
- m?:;‘;:ﬁlz.m‘::'w- pesic 3040 35 e $207265 estimated receipts above stated will Le found to |

Commissioners of the sinking fund. 227513 53 | approximate the truth, should an udherence to

— | ol il 1

At Siospiiatiel fitin she yoar S50 teward }ue_ policy pursued by the last Peg.s.alure, in re-

payment »f public debt $405 470 30 a_tllun to premu;)r:s on charters, and other finan-
_ — | cial measures authorized and continued.—

In exhihiting the operations of the Trea for the last | o
ﬂ‘;'e;ar L e 000, borro m"r{"n?wo’m, joun | Should such be the case, the above sum, at the
for the avoidanee of the Schuylkill inclined Plane, and inclu- | present rates, would extinguish upwards of four
SR PESAFESs Pl — L"r.[:i';:g‘,;";, 153% | hundred thousand dollars of the funded debt, du-
.Thm;j:gwm of ’”""& al wael'mﬁ:mudis&;r dar- il m}n}g tﬁhel prgseknt ﬁsq:a(li year. The sources from

e year eading December 1, 1849, is ; which thesinking fund is supplied must necessa-

Tl; mu;t of expenditures during the same 4,084,771 = | rily wncrease. The tax on collateral inheritance,

Beiance in the Treasury on Dec. 1,1848, 577,200 ;‘0 and on theatre, circus and menagerie licenses,

" S o Dbsonlsibomise il s ciktn 926,307 24 | prior to the act creating a sinking fund, yielding
fund to Jan. 1, 1850, $287,513,53, with whi to the Treasury about the sum of $45,600 annu-
;‘upﬂwofﬁiﬁﬂgﬁ@a“dm 253,500 00 ally. By the provisions of that act, these have

between the indebledness of the been increased to the sums above stated,and the

State onthe 1st Dec., 1545, and Dec. 1,1849, 207,965 86 | other sources of revenuc have been created by
wywm amount of public debt paid during the N v ;'aetc:rn;mendnlmus heretofore made to the Legis-

i » L .

Estimates of receipis at the Ticasury during the year | VY ith these means for tiﬂw supply of the sink-
1850 : ing fund, together with such additions as the
s $ a0 oy | probable resources of the Treasury, from time to
- 5. L& 50,000 00 | time may justify, it is susceptibie of easy calcu-
Tax on Bank ?u’tmdt;c & Ilgg gg lation, to determine how nearly approaches the

. « Resland Pesonal Estate -y period when the State taxes may be repesled,

and : 1,330,000 00 4 pe

“ © Tavern Licenser, 50,000 00 | and the burthens of the people removed. So

“  Pedlace m ’52:&",3 <4 manifestly important are these resuits upon the

* * Broker's Licenses, Lgire: 12,000 00 | industrial pursuits of the citizene, and the inter-

Ehtuize, Cirpus and: Netiageries® 13- 2,000 oo | €18 and honor of the Stalte, it is suggested for

« = Pilard Rooms, Bowling Saloons and : consideration whether good policy would not re-

g Teo-pin Alley lacenses, 5,000 000 | qnire the trensfer of all ballances in the treasu-

Distiliery and Brew A 1,500 000 h f each e

“ » Baung Houses, Beer abd Bes- ry at the end of each year to the Commissioners

e g SR l.scem::; 15,000 00 | of said Fund.

« « Pamphiet Laws, - 500 — | FEvery consideration that can impose itself on
%% ke Lo m — | @ government demands the payment of the pub-

% + Certain m‘"”‘ - 20,000 — | i dle?:. l-:‘ht‘! local advantages of our Common-
" Colisteratinheritance, 200.000 — | wealth ; the salubrity of our climate,—~the vast-
T R O, il I 00 — | ness L o mineral deposites, —the fertility of
Yuroliwent of Laws, 11,000 — | our soil ;—and the prosperity and happiness of
e U Clartare, Jaa000 — | the people, alike require the repeal of & system
mmdl'lullmn , ' z:u.& — {of laws, which compel emigration, prevent the
Disidends on Turnpike un? Brilge Stock, 2. o Feu!emenl. of uncultivated Jands,—drive capital
- m"'wmm 5,000 — | from our bordere, and paralyze the industry of
Refuuded Cash, 5800 ~ | every class of our citizens! Should these bal-
a"’- B ' | lances remain in the Treasur jated

of Pubhc Offices, 2,000 — : . y uhspproptisted to

Miscellsncous, 2,000 — | the said Fund, the bistory of the past will re-

Interest 02 Stock purchased, 15000 — | wind us that prodigal expenditures will be nade

4,506,309 00 | L0 objects of dimimshed importance.
_ =—=—=—| The subject of the revision and equalization
o of the laws for raising revenue, is again earnest-
* ly pressed upon the attention of the Legislature.
00 Great injustice arises under existing enactments,
2 from the want of adequaig means to prevent or
- to punieh individuals wmuking false returns of
: properly subject totaxation, The conscientious
-4 citizen, scrupulously exact in the nce
o w of hie obligations to suciety, may well complain
Siase Libonrv, 00 of laws which suffer the di hoaest to elude with
Fublir Butlding= a-d Grounds -

impunity the payment of an equitable share of

&

i charge and control af the district imposed up-
on one of these officers, requiring of him the
performance of the duties now executed by su-
perintendents and supervisors, and stipulating

| for the anuunal alterstion of the said Commiss-

joners ; much practicle information of interest
| to the State would be acquired ; a direct res-
ponsibility for the well ordered condition of-
the Public Works, and the economy of expen-
ses would be secured ; and the large discres
tionary powersnow vested in superintendents
and supervisors, in the adoptien of plans and

’_ payment of meney in repau s, would be placed

t mn «flicess directly accountable to the people.

{ Ju relation to this subject, legislation should

| be clear and specific, as discretionary pewer

. over the money of the citizen must be depreca-

ted by right thinking men.

The method adopted in the management of
the Public Works is evidently defective.
' pairson the canals and railvoads are made in
a way to prevent all competition. Where
: the several @ereices performed by contract,
| and awarded to the lowest bidder, giving the
| requiret] seeurity, can there exist 2 doubt of
i favorable results to the public interests.
i

The State does not derive an adeguate share
| of the profits arising from the use of the Co-~
Clumbia Railread, Tue construction of the
| road ; its maintenance and supervision, and
| the supply of the Mbotive Power, iuvolving
great expense and risk, demand from the pro-
fits of the rcad a larger return thao finds its
way to the Treasury. An evil so detrimental
of the public interests calis for a speedy remedy

It is suggested that the Canal Commission-
ers should be required to invite proposals for
furnishing the Motive Power on the said road,
stipulating in detail the services to be perform-
ed ; and the nature of the sccurity to be giv-
en.  The object being to procure competiticn
in the supply of the Motive Power, encourage-
ment should be given to individuals, willing to
undertake the duty of running one or more lo-
comot ives on the road, whether belonging to
the State or the individual bidder. Should
the locomotives belonging to the State, be fur-
nished to the bidders, the contract should stip-
late the terms on which they should be used.

The travsportation of passengers should be
done by contract to the lowest bidder. Inthe
agreement, it would be necessary that the
Canal Commissioners should fix. t he kind of
cars, and such other details as would secure
the accommodatton of the passengers, and
faithtully guard the public interest,

In the transmission of burden cars, an ar-
rangement might well be made with their ow-
ners, by which the State would receive ins
stead of the preseut tolls, a portion of the
freight charges. The consequences would be
advantageous to both parties.

‘T'hese changes in the present system,would
it is believed, Livgely diminish the expenses
of the Motive Power ; would authorize a re-
duction in the rate of tolls ; produce an in-
crease of business upon the road; furnish
with prefitabie labor many citizens now refus-
ed employment, by reason of the monopoly
held by the State over the Motive power on
the road : prevent the expenditure necessary
for the purchase of new locomatives; save to
the State the immense sacrifices in the ald en-
gines; accommodate the travelling public by

and inereas;
than $220,000,

the income from the road more

the treasury, produce in a few years a condition of
financial prosperity, justifying the conviction of the
srvedy relief of our citizens from the payment of
all taxes for the support of goverment, schools, and
charities. .

The Eastern and Western Penitentiaries have
been conducted with skill and prudence, and in the
reformation, and security of offenders, society has
derived important advantages. It is, however,
worthy of serious consideration, whather in the
adoption of a system of solitary confinement, the
severity of the punishment authorized by law, does
not injuriously affect the mental and physical vigor
of the prisoner. r¥i

The frequent recommendations to the Execu- -
tive, for the pardon of convicts afflicted- with-ill-
health and mental imbecility, would appear tore.,. -
quire a modification of the present laws.

It is earnestly recommended that a small ins
crease of the annual appropriations be made to the
House of Refuge, and the Asylums of the Deaf,
Dumb and Blind. These institatins, long the
deserved objects of State hounty, have been in-
creasing in usefulness, and incurring additional
yearly expenses, while the annual sums bestowed
have remained the same. In the growth of popu-
lation the demands on these Asylums must be aug-
mented, and their expenditures necessarily en-
larged, and the same degree of liberality awarded
on former occasions, would claim the appropria-
tion of larger amoums,

In the prosecution of the work for the State Lu-
natic Asylom, the appropriation of a former year
has been exhausted, and a sum of like amount is
required for its completion.  Uuder the supervi-
sion of excellent and attentive trustees, the build-
| ing has rapidly advanced, and is now upder roof.

The structure is pliﬂiﬂ, substantial and beauwtiful ;
! eligibly sitvated in regard to the comforts of the
| patients, and susceptible of a finish, honorable to
 the State, and usefulto the community. The prob-
ability of its abandonment by the Legislature, or
of a refusal to grant the additional sum required
for its completion, cannot be entertained by the
. Executive. Too long already has publie charnty
' been withheld from the lnsane Poor of the Staie—

too long have they been suffered 1o wander desti-
' tute and deseried—the jest of the thoughtless, and
the victims of the profligate ; while humanity and
christian benevolence claimed for them public
protection. It is not, however, protection alone
that is contemplated 1n this Asylum. The reports
from different similar institutions afford the grati-
fying intelligence that eighty, and in some instan-
ces, ninety per cent, cf the number afflicted, are
radically cured. In this view of the subject, com-
bining shelter and protection, with restoration to
health and reason, the inducements to energetic
action on our part, cannot be overlooked. Itis
estimated that an additional sum of $50,000 wili
finish the building, and fit it for the reception of
patients, and the same is respectfully and earnest-
ly 1ecommended.

Notwnhstanding the revision, by the last Legis-
lature, of the laws, in relation to common schools,
the system will require modification. It does not
receive from the citizens the favor, that a sound
and enlightened scheme of education deseryes,
and the evil must exist in the laws which control
its practical operations. A serious defect, is the
want of properly qualified teachers. It is worthy
your consideration whether the establishment of
Normal schools in the different counties, would

performed on a straight line ; and requirve
greater force than would be necessary ona di-
rect track with highergrades. In theevent of
the Legisluture authorizing the relaying of the
eastern section of the said road, and the
change of lecation belfore mentioned, a due
regard to the public interests and the limi-
ted resources of the treasury would seem to
demand” that the improvement should com-
mence at an early day, and progress from
year to year,
rant, until it should be completed..

The Portage Railroad, from the completion of |
our line of unprovements to the present time, has |
been a serious obstacle to the business of the
commurity, and the occasion of trade seeking |
other channels to the Atlantic markets. Any
mode therefore, of lessening this evil, must meet
the hearty concurrence of the citizens. The sum
of five bundred thousand dolliars judiciously ex-
pended, will avoid all the short levels, and four
of the five Inclined Planes, on the western slope

Re- |

of the Allegheny. The annuval expense of main- |
taining these Plares is not less than ten thousand |
dollars for each Plane, and if to that amount be !
addéd the cost of the short levels, and the per- |
ishable nature of the materials connected with '
these works, with the delays and risks incident
thereio, the annval amount for their maintenance,
cannot be less than one hundred thousand dollars.
Were these Planes avoided, and those on the east- i
ern slope of the mountain repaired, the commerce
on the Public Works would be facilitated and in-
creased, and the Pennsylvania Central Railroad
Company, would find it their interest for many
years to use ii in connection with their great im-
provement. |
During the last season, the scarcity of water on 1
the upper portion of the Western Division of the !
Pennsylvania Canal, materially injured the char- !
acter of the Public Works, and diminished the |
revenue from that source not less than $50,000. |
To guard against a recurrence of this evil, it is
recommended that the Western Reservoir, in the |
construction of which, the sum. of sixty thousand |
dollars has been expended, be completed. The
estimated amount required for its completion is
$40,000, and would, in the opinion of the Execu-
tive, be a judicious appropriation.

It has been suggested thatan alteiation in the |
canal locks, by making them conform to the shape |
of the bottom of the boats, would not only strength-
en them, but would be a saving of water. This
might be effected, if deemed of sufficient impor- |
tance, by the insertion of wooden bottoms, in such |
manner as to produce the results indicated. |
By the reports of the Auditor General and State |
Treasurer, made under the directions of the act nfi
the 10th of Apiil, 1549, it appeared that after the !
payment of the interest ou the public debt, and the
liquidation and payment of othier claims for which
appropriations had been made by the Legislature,
and retaining a reasonable balance in the Treasu- |
1y, the sum ol $150,000 might, with safety, be ap-
plied to the completion of the North Branch Canal. |
| accordingly gave immediate notice of the fact to |
the Canal Commissioners, and portions of the work
it is understood, have been placed under contract.
Considered as a part of the Public lmprovements,
and re-commenced as a revenue measure, that
work should be finished at the eatliest day the
condition of the Treasury will permit. It should
not be forgotten, that the present unfinished con-
dition of the work, by interrupting the free navi-
gation of the river ; by the destruction of roads and
injury to private property, without affording any
convenience to the community, inflicts a wrong
which demandsimmediate reparation. Inaddition
1o the sum already appropriated, it is confidently
believed that $300,000 can, with propriety, be giv-
en to that Improvement in the present season; and
in the following year, provision might be madé for
its completion,

While it has been deemed advisable to bring
these subjects 1o the notice of the Legislature, eon-
siderations of sound policy, the interests of the
citizens already hezvily burdened with taxation—
and the general welfare of the commonwealth, for-
bid an increase of the public debt.

The equalization and revision of the revenue

!

a lower rate of fare ; and would advance the | the Public
public interest by lessening the annual outlays |

laws ; the proposed change in the managsment of
orks, and their early improvement
and completion ; with a rigid maintenance of the
siuking fund, and the consequent reduction of the
public debt, would, with the present resources of

————— et i —

as the revenues would war- ;

not remove this evil. Education may well be
termed the great measure of the age: In a Re-
publican government, it is the safeguard of liberty,
and enlightened statesmen regarding it in this as-
pect, will cordially co-operate to establish, to de-
fend, to cherish, and to maintain it. The Super-
intendent having bestowed much thought on the
subject, will, at an early dav, submit a report, to
which your attention is invited.

The militia law of the last session is imperfect
in many of its details, and inguires revision. In
the abolition of the mockery of parades incident to

| the old system, and the establishment of an effec-

tual uniformed miliua, well disciplined and dnilled,
it has been productive of general utility. Shgit

. modifications in its provisions will make it all that

can be desired. The report of the Adjutant Gen-
eral is well worthy your consideration, and is ac-
cordingly submitted.

Reports from the Surveyor General and Auditor
General, exhibiting the condition of their respec-
tive departments, are herewith transmitted to the
Legislature, and the latter will furnish in detail
much valuable information, in relation to the finan-
cial condition of the Commonwealth.

The duty of districting the State for the election
of Representatives, will devolve upon you. Re-
turns of taxables, required to be made by the dif-

' ferent counties, have not been transmitied, as by

law they were directed ; but the officers charged
with the duties under the law, are engaged in their
preparation, and they will be laid, at an early day,
before the Legislature.

By resolutions passed at the lastsession, the
I xecutive was required to transmit to certain of-
ficers, citizens or natives of the Siate, resolutions
expressive of the approbation of the Legislatuce,
for their distinguished services in the late war with
Mexico. Inperforming this duty, these resolu-
tions were transmitted to such of these officers,
as, by the report of the Adjutant General of the
United States, had been breveted for good conduct.

The resolutions for the amendment of the Con-
stitution, having been dnly published according
to the terms of that instrument, it will be the duty
of the Legislature to take such action on the sub-
ject, as may be most consisteat with the wishes
of the people. It is proper o siate, that the ap-
propriation made to deiray the expenses ol the

) publication of these 1esolutions, was wholly insuf-

ficient for the purpose, and an additional sum will
be required.

In the message delivered at the opening of the
late session, reference was made to the citizen
soldier, who had returned to his home after having
earned for himself and the State, in the war with
Mexico, a reputation for undaunted bravery, pa-
tient sufferingand heroic virtve ; and the opinion
was expiessed, thatit -was due to these patriotic
citizens, that the Commonwealth should make a
suitable acknowledgment for their illustrious ser-
vices. No action having been taken upon the sug-
gestion, I would again call the subject to the at-
tention of the Legislature. 1t is also proper 10 1e-
fer 10 the recommendation therein made, in rela-
tion to the death of cestan officers of the govern-~
ment, and the omissioa in the coopstitution to sup-
ply the vacancy. 'The subject is deemed of suffi-
cient importance to justily an earnest hope that le-
islative action may not be withheld thereon.

The practice of postponing the passage of ap-
propriation bills to the last day of the season for-
bids deliberation as well to the Legislature as to
the Executive, and should hereafter be avoided.

These bills, requiring care and attention to the
specific items.and disposing of large amounts of the
public money, should be deliberately examined be-
fore they obtain the sanction of laws. Nothing can
excuse hasty and vuadvised legiglation,on a stﬁ:jeﬂ
soimportant to the publicintereats. Itis confident-
ly anticipated that this Legislature will adopta
rule of practice more consistent with prudence,
economy, and sound policy.

The intimate eonuoatgn existing between the
industry of the citizens, and the currency of
country demands for that question the serious at-
tention of the statesman and lawgiver. Inauther-
izing Banking or other Institutions, to create a
currency other than gold and silver, it would be
unfaithiul to our trusts to permit them, for want of
proper checks and gaurds to allow i 10-become less-
valuable than the coin 1t is intended to nrmt
The views u‘&mﬁh the last Message m favor
' of the resiriction of the number of these institu-
tions. to the real wauis of the peaple, and
refusing a renewal of chartarg, uptil a thor




