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the minds of individuals, and especially over
the minds of public men In their public capac-
ies, over the minds of men coustituiing the
councils of Princes,-when this happy perind
shall arrive, war will cease throughout e

which he immediately directs their attention,| If,then, the language of prophecy is clearlly. For the greater part of a century, dnd
-=** THat ye may be the children of your Father | and positive that the ume will come, when na- never during the administration of William
which is in Heaven” tion shall not lilt up sword against naton, nor * Penu, or that of his proper successors, was
Many other similar precepts [rom the same | the people learn war any more :--- |there a quarrel or a war.”---* Whateves the

high authority could be adduced, but they are| If in accordance with ihis prophecy, the pre- | quatrels of the Pennsylvania Indians were with

famnliar to the class of readers whom we ad-|cepts and commandments of our Saviour are | others, they tniformly respected, and held sa- whole Christian world.”

dress. They are plain and positive ; and they | pacific in the [ullest degree ; sirictly enjoining | cred, as it were, the territories of William, Now, il it be true that---* The dispositions

cents for every subsequent insertion. d""-‘fﬁﬁf‘i‘;’;'ﬁai'i‘i"’&?:l? . fm_-ult’ddmoual force from 1he accompanying | the forgiveness of injuries ; making it the ouly | Penn.” | which lead to war are absolutely forbidden by
D L YeATl | reference 10 the Law of the preceding dispen- | condition upon which men can hope 10 be for-| The senlers of Pennsylvania, relying npnnhhe Gospel ;"---il ihey ** are quite abhorrent 1o
[L7All letters addressed to the Editor must be post-paid. | sanon.  They are the precepts and injuncnons | given---and 1if He as sirictly prohibited the iv-| Divine protection, placed themselves in the | the benignity of Chnstianity ;"---il war ** wntro-

' of Him whom we call our Lord and Master— |dulgence of a spirit of resentment, or retalia- midst of savages, without the means of resist- 'duces and propagates opinions and praciices as

pablished by Theodore Schoch.
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CONSIDERATIONS RESPECTING THE

and whom we profess 10 love and serve.
We ask for no new, or sirained meaning to

' these precepis ; we accept rthe words in their
plain Ineral 1mport ; and o they were evident- 'were so solemnly impressed with the beliel that  turbed repose.
ly accepted by the Apostles, and the primuive | war was forbidden by their holy Redeemer, ask, 10 Chrisian nations !

behievers. Of this ihese cau be no doubr. If

"tion;--- L
If the early converts, vuder the teaching of
‘the Apostles and their immediate successors,

that they could not be induced 1o “ bear arms

Ling aggression;---and even savage magnanimity
felt the appeal--—-suppressed the war-cry---and
permited them 1o possess the land i undis-|

' How pamlully, how ianstructively, does ihe |

we recur 10 Apostolic language as it is present- | for any earthly consideranion,” many of lhgm situation of other American colonies contras

ed in the Episiles 10 the Churches, we shall | nobly yielding up their lives in confirmation of with this !

. . | -
there meet with injunctions, and exhorations, therr fanth i---

and entreaties in sirict accordance with the pre- |
~cepts of their Divine Master. ** Be not over- | proposiion 1s not fully and clearly established |
| come of evil, but overcome evil with good.”— | ---that war 1s a grievous violatiou of the prin-
“ See that none render evil fur evil, 10 any man; ! ciples of our holy religion?

hut ever [ollow that which is good, hulhamongi
vourselves, and to all men.”

If all this be indispurable, we ask, if the

It remains now to account for the change

» Liove as breth- |that has taken place 1u the practice of the pro-

Lawinlness of War under the Gospel ., . pitiful, be courteous, not rendering rail- | fessors of this benign religion, 10 relanon w

Dispensation:

Addressed to the Teachers and Professors of Chris- |0 (hat ye are thereunto called, that ye should | magnitude of the evils consequent upon

tianity in the United States of America.
BY REQUEST.

« Sjgll the sword devour forever '"—2 Sam. 11. 26.
Solemnly impressed, as we are, with the be-’
hef that war 1s irreconcilable with the precepis |

1ng for rathing, but contranwise, blessing; kuow- |

inkerit a blesssng.” Uea:l)’ beloved, avengel-
not yourselves; but rather give place unto wrath; |
for 1t 1s written, Vengeance s mine; I will repay, |

saith the Lord.” 1

Now ler us ask, if language could be framed, 'a depanture from the purity of the Christtan of the Law.

T'he importance of the subject, and the
the
change, ealls for the clearest evidence of us
propriety, and of its consistency with the pre-
cepts and spirnt of the Gospel.

The Apasiles foretold that after their deease,

war.

We will fiot attempt to portray it ;

much against Heaven as agaiust earth (7 1f it
* lays our nature and Our manueis as wasie a«
our gardens and habitanons,” and renders it as

What a lesson, may we not  difficult 1o preserve * the beau'y ol the oue, as

the integriy of the eiher 27

If* There is not a virue of Gospel good-
ness, but has is death-blow from war ;"-if i
1s productive of * profligacy, liberiinism, and

‘but refer to the bluod-stained pages of colonial | infideliy ;7---if ull this be true, should not every

i blsmry. ‘

Wil

. | wise and good man-—-should nol’ all who are

it be said that the same confiding spiril."! seeking 1o promote the present and eternal wel-
'and peaceable deportment, if pracused in sin- | lare of their fellowmen, unite 1n one great and

cerity and 1ruth, towards nations professing the | untiring effort to abolish - to banish from the
benign religion of the Gospel, would be more earth this cruel, demorahizing, and desirucuve
‘dangerous or less successful 7 We 1rust not scourge !

| .-such a conelusion would be a hbel upon man-|
 kind---a denial of the efficacy of the Chrnistian |

religion--and an inexcusable distrust of the
| Providence and moral government of God.

: [t 13 not unusual 1o attempt a justificarion of
' war under the Gospel dispensation, by referring
10 the wars of the Jews, under the dispefsation

| It 1s conceded that many of these

and the spirit of the Gospel, and protbited by | yore strongly prohibiing 1he 1wdulgence of the | faith would 1ake place—that ** wen would arise ' wars were authorized by the Suprewe Ruler
i1, we cannot but leel that a fearinl welzhi ol ' (niriv which produces war, thau that in the pre- 1| speaking perverse things, to draw away disci-

;raimnalhthly 1s assumed b},’ Christian nations |
I its prosecuon ; and under tlns convicion |
we are constratned 10 invie the professors of‘
the Christian rehigion, and especially those who

are lvoked 1o as s expuunders, 10 & very seril-

vus and unbiassed consideration of this subject. | hy e virtues thut must eﬁ'ec!ually exclude them. from the week and unresisting spiri?

If we advert 10 the consequences resuling
from wir—its tendency to lower the standagpd

produces—-the domestic bereavements, angnish,
and mourning inseparable lrom i1—a subject 1s |
p'tarnlrd 10 our view, possessing the strongest ,
ciaim 1o the serious refleciion of the professors |
ui the benign religion of Jesus Christ. '

[t has been highly grailying to cbserve "rllheir immediate successors—are entitled to | conve

latter years, 1that the most eulightened naions
bave manifested an increasing reluctance w ap-
peal 1o the sword—that cruel and wuncertain
arbier—in the setilement of mauonal courro-
versies ; and that the efforis 10 adjust those con-
iroversies by peaceful negotiation, have, W nue
merous instances, been crowned with the most
satisfaciory results,

The hope, indeed, had been cherished, tha!
iu the present enhghtened age of the world, |
and parucularly in this enlightened covntry, the
mfluence of pure, elevaied moral principles and |

feeimgs, had obtained such an ascendency in.
1he nnnds of the people, as 10 prevent aun ap-
(kal 1g arms; bat this pleasing anncipation ha«
not been realized. Our couniry, for a cousid-
erable time, has been engaged In war——exert-
g i's powerful energies n the work of human
slaughter. The fields of a neighboring nanon |
have been strewn with the bodies of the slain, |
and 1s soil drenched with their blood. Can 1t
be 1hat this is in accordauce with the precep:s
and the spirit of our holy religion? _

The Prophets, in foretelling the coming of |
the Messiah, and describing the nature of his

Prince of Peace,— of the increase of whase g
ernment and peace, there shall he no end.
15 declared that * He shall judge among the

‘relused—saying to the Proconsul, *“ I am «

ceding passages.

specifically nterdicted ; we reply, neither was |
suicide nor many other acknowledged crimes.

It was seen fit 1o forbid them by enforcing |

If Christianity forbids those passions which en- |

'ples after them,” and that many would follow ' scrutable wisdom ;
If it be said that war is not directly, and their pernicious ways, by reason of whom the ' not be claimed by Christian nations ;

way of truth would be evil spoken ef.”

That this prediction was sirictly fulfilled,
will be generally admied. The falling away
which so
conspicuously marked the primitive Church, was

'of the universe, for purposes of his own in-
but this high authority can-
and n
has been shown that the 1wo dispensations are
essentially different---that holy men during the

continuance of the legal dispensation, predieted,

under the influence of the spirit of pmphec_v.;

"that the rime would come when nation should

gender war—which are fed by ir, and without | gradual, keeping pace with the increase of the | cease to lift vp sword against nation, or 1o learn
ol puniic morals—ihe slﬂllghlel‘ and misery it which, Indved, it cannot E'li!ﬂ, i1 follows inev- gEIlﬂfill pruﬁlgacy. and was doubiless accelera-

nahly that Christianity forbids war. '

I will he admitted that the views and the |
practice of the earliest converts 10 Cht’lnnanil_vli
—Iliving as they did near the time of its Found-

ted by the corrupting influence of a union be-
tween the Church and the State,

| war any more. We bave seen that the Divine
Author and Founder of the exisung dispensa-
tion, called the atention of his followers 10

A siate of uaiversal and enduring peace---
‘even if, as some suppose, it Is 1o be accom-
plished by a special 1uterposition of Diviow
' Providence, at some remote period of tme,---1s
'a delightful theme 1o contemplate.

| We, also, believe, in accordance with proph-
' ecy, that it will arrive ; but, we believe that it
' will be a result of individual faithlulness. We
fully unite in opinion with the Bishop of Liau-
' daff, 1hat peace will become umiversal, * when-
'ever the spirit of Christianny shall exent s
| proper influence ;”---and we have shown that
| Chnistiannty did produce it, in an earlier and
 purer state of the Church---sn [ar, at least, as
| Christiamty prevailed.

If, then, peace on earth be lnoked 10 as an
‘end and an aim of our holy religion---is not
‘each mdivideal believer called upon 10 culu-
vate in himself, and endeavor 10 promote n
others, those feelings and that course of con-
' duct which are calculated 1o produce this blessed

When princes adopted the Christian religion | those violent aud vindictive passions, the in-| effect ?

from motives of state policy, it is not just cause

dulgence of which were allowed vader the

We have ventored especially to request the

er, and under the teaching of the Apostles, or | of surprise, that courtiers should claim 10 be| Law, for the express purpose of emlndmg,’"’-"“1'~i0““f‘h‘“‘*e who have assumed the respon-

great influence, in deciding this momentous |
question; and ecclesiastical hisiory of the high- |
est authority esiablishes the fact that the early |
Chrisnans, not only insisted that they were for-
vidden 1o fight—but that they manifested their
sincerity, by offering up their hives, rather than

be cited :

M aximilian, a Roman vouth, on being brought
'before the tribunal, to be enrolled as a =oldier,

Christian and cannot fight” On being told that
there was no aliernaiive between bearing arms,
and being put 1o death, he prompily and firmly
replied—* [ cannot fight, if 1 die”
unved firm to his principles, and was led to ex-
ecu'ion, .

The primitive
10 enlisi, as soldiers, but those 1n the army who
embraced Christianiy, immediarely abandoned

ithe prulnnnluu. wtthuut regard 1 cuuaequeucea.

| upon individuals,

Christians not only refused !

system of religion should ensue, and oltimate-
ly prevail amongst subjects,—nor that war
should cease 10 be regarded as a violalion of
the spirit and precepts of the Gospel.

[t will not be denied, that the precepts and
injunctions ol our blessed

all. By what human authority—by what hu-
man tribunal, can a community be absolved from

1 ' . * | Ty
‘the observance of those Divine laws and in- 1yr, and Tenulhan, affirm as 1heir

junctions which are acknowledged to be binding

upon its individual members ?
If it be said, that Christianity exonerates na-

He con- (ions from those duties, which she has imposed
we ask for the ground upon |this subject, and lor the purpose of showing
If the plea of | ihat they are neither wild or visionary, we here |

| which the assumption is based.
' expediency be made, does 1t not imply a dis-
trust of Divine protection ?

law, 1t 1s not percenned why it may not, with
| ]
|

His purpose to establish ; and that His imme-
idm!e followers, and their successors for nearly
| two centuries, firmly believed that war was for-
'bidden by their Divine Master. We have
'shown that the econviction was so solemuly

violare, what they deemed. an injunction of  upon individual believers. 1t becomes then au | by the rulers of that day 1o serve as soldiers,
thetr Divine Master. A few cases may here inquiry of 1he utmost importance, and we com- 'no earthly consideration or suffering could in-|
| mend it to the mature and solemn reflection of  duce them 1o swerye [rom this article of primi-

tive Christian faith.

| And the early writers, Ireneus, Jusiin Mar-
1 belief, that
'the prophecy which deciares that men should
turn their swords into ploughshares, and their
 spears 1nto pruning-hooks, was then fulfilled.

With the hope of enforcing our views upou

] * -
'offer the sentiments of persons respecting v,

| And if expediency | who lived at different pertods of time, and were |
'be a justfication of a violation of one Divine eminent for their prety or learning,

» War,” says Erasmus, ** does more harm to

rts—mnor that a modified and adulierated | them from the code of morals which it waa}"ble station of miuisters and reachers of the

| Christian religion, to this subject, because,
' whatever effects the character of this seligion,

ug opposes its progress in the world, seems
' neculiarly 1o claim their notice:  And we would

I
i suggest, that the fact of our couniry being at

Lord, are binding | sealed upon their consciences, that when culled | the present time engaged in war furuishes a

strong reason for entenng into a careful exam-
ination of the evidence respecting the lawlul-
ness of war under the Gospel dispensation.
. May we venture 10 ask whether those pacific
' prineiples by which the Church n the aposioiic
'age---and, indeed, during the first and greater
' part of the second centuries, was so remarkably
| distinguished, are inculcated by the Christian
teachers of the present day, with that clearness
‘aud fulness, 1o which they are jusily entitled?
Even thuse who do not fully unite with us
in the belief, that * war 1s unreservedly protyb-
ied by the Christian religion,” must adan that,
besides the misery and suffering it produces-.-
it is highly demoralizing—and that it eminently
| tends to retard the progress of vital religion among
' men :—and if so, the glorious theme of ** peace

; ok e Ay | ) 7 o _ : )
equal propriety, be urged 1o jusufication of a | the morals of mwen than even 1o their propenty | . oarth™ should not fail to find devoted advocates

[ i T 1url . . " b, . b |
Marcellua._‘ah R‘:F’“'.‘ Lo u”'";‘ o hecn:;n}::gl giolation of every other Divine law. Il human  and persons :"---and again, ** "They who defend | i all who are sincerely seeking to promote the
. Y 1 | = v A 5
: 8 convert 10 t(i ';" lan }:I!":";'P y re::gne '8! authority may abrogate, or suspend one law of  war, must defend the dispositions which lead | present and eternal welfare of their fellow-men.
» ' C i v w 4 . . . .
mission, present him in the character of the  commission, declaring, that baving become 2 (3,4 why may not the same aythority exercive 'io war ; and thess ‘dispositions are absolutely | We are aware that when the public mindis strong-

for any earthly consideratron.” He continued

| 1 . : - S M f | §
- !(,hmuall.“hf could sgrve. w longer.——* It is 'the same power in jegard 10 every other law forbidden by the Gospel.”
[v | non lawful,” said be, tor a Christian 10 bear arms | ¢ \ho Creator 7 Aoain, if the plea of expedi-

Richard Watson, Bishop of Llandaff, asserts

Lency i relation to Chinsuan decirine and prac- 11}« War has practices and principles, pecu-

wations, and shall rebuke many people ; and | fiem n his retusal, and suffered death on that 0 " o dmissible ; by it could not the mulu- har to itsell, which but 11l quadrate with the
. self, )

they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, |
and their spears into pruning-hooks ; nafion

accounl.

shall not lift up sword against nation, neither | gion, on embracing Christanity, resigned lis | them, or violate his holy injunctions ?

shall they learn war any more.”
and unequivocal language clearly indicates, tha
1t was the will and purpose of the Mo<t High
that war should eventually be abolished.

Aad in the fulness of time, when an angel
was commissioned 10 announce the advent of
the promiucd Saviour, the annunciation was
aceompanied with a rapiurous song from * 4
muliitude of the heavenly’ host, prawing God.
and saying, glory 1o God in the highes!, aud
ow earth peace, good-will towards wen.”

1n harmonious agreement with the language
of prophecy, and the ecstatic song of the an.
gelic host, was the life and minisiry of our
Lord and Saviour. The law of the preceding |
dispensation, admitted the principle ol rewaba-.
Mon—-* An eye for au eye, 2 tooth for a tooth.”
He adverts 10 this for the express purnose of|
placing a probibition upoa it. ** But [ say vute
vou, That ye resist noi evil: but w hasoeser |
«hall smite thee on 'hy night cheek, tuin 1o i
ihe other also.” While those under the -Law
were allowed 10 hate an enemy, His command
1s—* | say unio you, love your enemies, bless
them that curse you, do good 10 them that hate
vou, aud pray for them thar despuefully wse
vou and persecwe you—that yg may be the
children of your Father which is in Heaven

Now, if the followers of Christ are forbidden
1o resist evil, and 10 hate an enemy | 1 1s #vi-
dent that the spirt which engenders war can-
not be entertained by them ; and this conclu-
son 15 rendered, if possible, s1ill sironger, by
ihe high standard, snd holy inducement lo

This stroug | commission, aud firmly adhering 10 the senn-
‘menis avowed by Marcellus---like him wasled  war, though a great evil,
Marin, auother foman, who | be avoided in the present state of the world ;

i execution.

et ﬁghl."

[t may be said --indeed 1t ofien 1~ said, that
is an evil that eannot

'was bred 10 the protession bf arms, on being and this conclusion may serve to quietthe con- |
couveried to Chnistianity, abandoned the army, | sciences of many, whose-feelings revolt at the

<aving, * | am a Clhnisuan and therefore [ can- fearful realities of war,
k |

Let us examine the
correctness of the conclusion, that war is una-

Thnese are not isolared cases---many more | voidable— has the tnal been made and found to

aighn be adduced il 1t were necessary---but the
{sct we aim 1o establish will not be desied.

be impraciicable ?

| Ity indeed 1o be regrevied, thar no instance

Tenullian, 1 speaking of a large poruon of the | of a strictly national charaeter has yeot occurred,

Ruoman armes, afier Christianity had been to test the practicability of the principle for

- widely spread over the world, expressly assures

which we plead,—an unreasoning reliance upon

ux. that * not a Christian could be found among | the Omnipotent Arm for protection and defence.

hem.”

[reneus, Jusun Manyr, and others, There is, however, a case 10 which we may

luriish conclusive evidence that the Christians | refer, of a strong character, and sufficiently na-

ot their day bore the awst ample testimony 1o
the lucmn‘:at'.hllily of war with <he religion of
the Gospels--and that many of them sealed their
testimony with their blood.  Clemens of Alex-
andria, speaks of Christians as the ™ fulluwera]
of peace,” and suys expressly that they * used
none of 1the implements of war.” Lactantius,
apother early Christian, alleges that, * 1t camy
never be lawful for a righteous man 10 go 1o
war 1 1]

The evidence upon thi- point is fully sus-
1atned by the early opponents of Christianity :
Celres. who lived towards the close of 1he
second century, sccuses the Chrisnans of his
dav, * of refusing 10 bear urms, even in cases
of -uecob!ily." Ornigen, the deflender of Chrin-
nsuily, does not deny, but admits the fact, and

nonal for all the purposes of our argument.——
Pennsylvania, 1t 1s known, was settled by men
who believed that Ghrnsnanity forbade war un-
der any and every pretext. I'hev acted n
strict accordance with 1his beliel,  They plant-
ed themselves 1 the midst of savages. They
were surrounded by men who knew nothing of
wfitlen ireanes, or the obligations of revealed
religion ; by men who were addicted 10 war in
its most sanguinary and revolung forms ;---and
vet * for more than sevenly years,” and up 10
the time that the govermment of the Colony
passed 110 other hands, they enjoyed uninter-
rupred peace.

“‘I'lie Peansylvanians,” says Clarkson, * be-
came armed, though without atms ; they be-
came strong thongh withow strength ; they be-
came safe, without the ordinary means of safe-

justifies it on the ground (hat war was unlaw(ul

{

|

- g = ;7% | tude of martyrs have escaped, who offered up | yles of moral rectitude. and are quite abhor-
‘he a rary in 1 a le- ves rather thi - . . - 3 Ies 5 S

Cassian, wh® was a Norary e same le- heir lives rathier than deny the Lord thatbought | repy 10 the benignity of Chnstianity.”

| ly excited, it may require great moral courage, and
a deep and abiding sense of duty, to enable the
pastor to stand firmly at his post, and advocate
the noble cause of peace. But these are occasions
when, by reason of the position he occupies, his
constant intercourse with the people, and the in-
fluence he exerts upon their feelings, he may—by

i Edward I]}dﬁ. Earl of Clarendon and Lord | restraining. or by giving a right direction to the

; high Chancellor of England, say«, that * War
ntroduces and propagates opintons and pracii-
‘ces as wuch against Heaven as against earth ;

it lays »ur nature and our manners as wasle as

Lol drums and lrumpet.-_.,"

Ltegrity of the other, wuder the cursed jurisdiction dressing.

| popular impulse—become instrumental in hasten.

(ing the day when nghteousness shall cover the
| earth, as the waters cover the sea.

| In conclusion, we would ask attention to one
| view of the subject of war, which commends itself

our gardens and habnations ; and we can as | with awful solemnity to the consideration of all,
' easily preserve the beauty of the one as the in- | aud with peculiar force to those we are now ad-

‘ We refer to the ultimate—to the unseen
' consequences of war—to the final state of the
' myriads of spirits, disembodied, it is greatly to

l ,\?i”'a"‘ Law, & pious minister of the ch“”’h_. be feared, while under the influence of the most
(of England, and well known as the author ol ferocious passions, and sent uncalled, into the

“ A Practical Treanuse on Christianitg,” avers

that * There is not a virtue of Gospel gooduess, 1
but has 1s death-blow from war.”

The eminent Dr. V. Knox, afier remarking
that almost all th& professions have some char- |
acteristic manner, observes, * It happens, un- |
formmnately, that profligacy, hbertinism, and in- |
fidelity, are thoughn by wesker minds, almost |
as necessary a part of a soldier's uniform, as
his shoulderknoi. ‘T'o hesiiate at an oath, o0
decline intoxieation, to profess a regard for re- |
hgion, would be almost as ighominioss as o
refuse a challenge.” -

The Brisish poet, Southey, notwithstanding
he had eulogized the heroes of his native land,
was consiraned 1o speak in terms of high com-
mendation of those who 1efuse 1o fight ; and he
declaras that * The prohibition of war by our
Divine Master, is plain, literal, and undenia-
ble"”

The Bishop of Llandafl, already quoted,
says, ** | am persvaded that when the spirit of

Christanity shall esertits proper influence over

world of righteous retribution.

The reflection is awful indeed—and must, we
would fan hope, command the most serious atten-
tion ;—and by producing a firm conviction of the
utter incompatibility of war with the meek, forgiv-
ing, and peaceable spirit of the Gospel, lead to in-
creased and earnest efforts to eradicate from the
earth this scourge to the family of man

If, then, the fruits of war be anzutsi unspenka-
ble, and bitterness in the latter end-='wmw strong
—how powerful 1s the claim upon our efforis to o
pose it, and restore the Church ta the state of pu-
rity in which it stood in the primitive period ol its
existence !

May the Lord in his mercy hasten the day when
this shall be effected ; wherr nation shall no longer
lift up.sword against nation, and the people shall
learn war no more ; byt the kimgdoms of this world
shall become the kingdoms of the Lord, and of his
Christ. , -

Signed on behalf and by direction of @ Meeting

of the Represeniatives ;f the Rehgious Society
‘f the Fri . ”f the ”CG“B‘ qfn.m
York, held wn the City of New York, the 414
of First month, 1318.

RICHARD CARPENTER, Clerk.




