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The dearest place is Home.

Of all the spots that heaven has blest,
The dearest place is home .
'Tis there the fond heart loves to rest,
And never loves to roam ;
Whilst love plays round the smiling hearth,
*Tis heaven's own bliss enjoyed on earth.

Of all the joys that man can feel,
The purest sure are there ;
While o’er his heart affections steal,
Like balmy summer air;
Jiis wife's caress, his children’s smile,
Uulike the world are free from guile.

Of all the gifts bestowed to cheer
Man's pilgrim path below,
The richest treasure resteth here,
W Lich they are blest to know, "
Whilst love plays round the smiling hearth,
'1':s Heaven's own bligs enjoy’d on earth.

Xcwly Discovered Article of Food.

The Paris papers mention a vegeiable pro-
Juciion tound vn the high lénds of the south
ol the French provinces in Africa, and in Al-
yerisn Sahara, during ihe last campaign, which
hias been pointed out 10 the French Government
by General Jussuf. The new article is a li-
. hen which is found in a great part of Sahara.
I is nourishing like the manna of the Hebrews.
The following is an exiract from the report on
ihins subject, addressed by General Jussuf 1o the
Goternor-General, 1t is dated El-Beida, May
11, 1847

- M Raymond, assistant surgeon attached to

‘1“‘. CUFI‘H, pﬂilllcd oul duling 'he efpedlii()l'l Of' lra'e'sed a IOng‘ narrow‘ and genlly de’cend,1

last vear, & sort of lichen which be lound in a-
wundance in cerain pans of Sersou, and which |
appeared 1o him capable of being ased for lhel
tood of animals and perbaps of men. Consid- |

cting the advantages we might derive from this |

in?LlL']t‘- In our expedllltlns tDWBfljs th 9(‘u!h| inia r"pa upon tho tight aido which 'er'ed as l‘

case it shall prove to be suitable for the food of |
men or even animals, 1 took advamage ol the|
march of my column across the high lands of
Sersou and the southern region 1o gain informa-
tion on questions relating 1o the existence, the
nature, the production and the uses of this lichen.

“1n the state in which 1 observed it, aod in
which it appeared 10 be used, it is detached |
from the soil, on which it is rolled here and |
there by the wind, and has the appearance of
small pieces of leather, of 1he color of the eanh,
rolled and doubled up together. It is dry and
as hard as a grain of corn ; it is white inside,
and presents a farinaceous aspeci when it is
cru-hed ; itstaste is very much like dried grain,
and a prolonged mastication developes 2 slight
degree of bitierness.

» According 1o observalions and information
which has been collected we are certain that
it is produced every year, alter the rainy séa-
sor. woder the form of moss, on the ground, 10
whieh it is @1 first avached. The upper par
is thew whitish, that which lies on the ground
akes the color of the eanih, The sun then al-
terwerds acts upon this substance, which be-
comes dry, rolls yiself up, and grows erisp. It
1hen Cetaches iisell from the soil, and 1the wind
drives # about and collects it under the tufis of
thyme, the only vegetable which grows on the
land whére it 1s produced.

w The fariiaceous appearance of the inside
of 1his lichen, tlie knowledge that all vegetables
of this clays contain nuirilious subsiance, and,
as we have said in Tarary, gave rise 1o the
idea that 1t might be apphed 10 1he nourishruent
of the animals in our army. It was offered to
the horses, who ate it readily ; owe ol them
vvas subjected for three weeks 10 a regimen
oi” barley and hchen, which did nol seem 10 be
i urious to him; meaniime the experiment
o, bt 10 bo repeated and 1 have given orders
‘hat @ certain number of animals should be put
vnon the lichen, miged a1 first with balf barley
wnd 1h en with the lichen alone if possible.—-
'Tiis vegimen will be applied with all precau-
non and all posdivie prudence, and | ~hall 10
{uure give an e#count of these results. [ shall

“1 learn, moreover, that during years of
scarcily the Ouled Nayis make of the lichen
mixed with barley a coarse but very substan-
ual kind of bread. I sent a specimen of this
substance and a copy of these facts 10 the dif-
ferent commanding officers acting iu the south.

** Dr. Rapmond adds to these details the fol-
lowing observations: The nutrative properties
of this lichen, he says, are summed up in its
name of eatable, which the bolanisis besiow
upon it, and we find elsewhere long articles
which enumerate the results of the analysis,
and show us howgipch alimentary subatance it
contains, and give us the conviction that it con-
tatns nothing hoenful. .,

“As to s identity, it is cerlainly the Lichen
Eseulentus, of which the Tartars make great
use, Their cattle feed upon it and they make
of it a sort of bread eaten by the poor, and which
they consider a kind of manna sent them by
Heaven.

“ General Jussuf, at Boghar, caused two |

loaves to be made of the lichen ; one, contain-
ing pure lichen, was softer and had less con-
sistency than the other, 10 which more than a
tenth of flour was added. This last resembled
much the army bread, of which it had nearly
the samo taste. The nutritive qualities of this
brexd ecannot be denied, when it 1s known that
oneof our most distinguished chmeists, M. Payen,
has ascertained that a substance may be ex-
tracted from the lichen the same in s proper-
lies, its transformations, and its elementary
composition with the staich formerly pointed
out in it by M. Borzelius. He remarked afier-
ward that the diastasis, in reacting on ihe jel-
ly of the lichen, ransforms all the starchy par-
ticles into dextrine and sugar. It may then be
concluded with certainty that the army of the
expedition o the south will find in this cryp-
togamia a sufficient article of food in case ofthe
failure of provisions.”

German Salt Mines.

A correspondent of the Providence Journsl,
in a letter dated Constance, June 3, thus de-
scribes a visit which he made to the celebrated
salt mines near Salzburg:

« From Salzburg, where [ arrived the next
| day, I made a visit to the celebrated salt mines
'of Hallein. ‘They are sitvated upon a mountain,

If an hour’s walk from the town. Beneatha
handsome brick house on the summit of the
mountnin is the entrance to the mine. Another

' gentleman and mysell made the descent togeth-
er. We were obliged to clothe ourselves in
' large linen jackets and trousers, with a black
'leather apron tied on behind, and thus pictures-
quely accoutred, with a hight in hand, we com-
menced the subterranean excursion. We first

ing passage, cui in the solid rock, until we
came 10 a steep and novel railway, going down
into a darkness which our light could not pen-
etrate. The railway consisted of two smooth
and round beams, about hall a foot apart, and

balusirade. We sat across the beams, our right
legs under the rope, which we grasped in our
hand, the guide being ahead, and as every thing
was slippery, away we went at the rate of
twenty kunots an hour down into the abyss.—

long passage, cut not in the rock, but in the salt
ore itsell, the crystallized saline earth, from
which, by the operation of fresh water, the
clear salt. in 1he form of brine, is precipitated.
These salt galleries zre bordered on the sides,
floor, and roof. Soon we came to another rail-
road, whic we shot down in the same extraordin-
ary manner, reaching a second level, of which
levels there are eigh'. Thus proceeding we
reached at last a salt lake, illuminated for the
occasion, and over which we sailed, reminding
one of ihe passage of the Siyx. We then
passed through chambers containing poriraiis
of Austrain Emperors, of Salzburg Archbishops,
and collections of minerals, until we arrived at
a wooden car upon which one rides a siraddle
out of a moumain. Seated upon this we were
swiftiy drawn by miners along the narrow rock
gallery, a work in itsélf of some halla century,
until at last we discerned the daylight at the
end of the passage, resembling at first an in-
tense star, but becoming paler as we proceeded.
We rushed into :he broad day, having traversed
a space of 14,988 feet in the womb of the
mountain, ané having been an hour and a half
buried in its intricate windings. This mine is
supposed 10 have been worked even before the
Romans were in Germany. [t belongs 10 Aus-
tria, but runs under earth into the kingdom of
Bavaria. It is said that fourteen days would
be required to explore it thoroughly, It is al-
ways supplied with [resh air and water, the lat-
ter being necessary for the extraction of the
salt from the ore. This brine is conveyed by
pipes to Hallein, and there converted by means
of evaporation fuio pure salt, The fresh waler
springs found in this mountain run so curiously
and providentially, that, though traversing eu-
tire salt startas, they do not ever mingle or be-
come tinged by ihe contact. The miners are
healiby snd live (o an old age. T hey work in-
dividually bui zix hours a day. Salzburg isan

Ceside send 10 Algiers several bags of this sub-
stance (hatl it may be subjected 10 analysis and
gbsers aon.

ancient ceclesia -Nus! eity, built upon the site

l.ﬂf'l Roman coluny. No ity i Enrope um‘

Arrived at the botiom, we traversed another
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boasta prouder situation. Its acropolis, crowned
by the haughty palace of the Archbishop, tow-
ers above it 80 that one from the batllements of
the casile looks direcily down upon the roofs
and steeples of the town. The rapid Salza
pours through its cenire. Grandly shaped
mountains rise on all sides of it excepting in
that quarter which looks towards the great plain
of Bavaria and the snowy peaks of the Tyro-
lean Alps bound its horizon.”

Recent visit to Pitcairn’s Island.

Her Majesty’s brig Spy arrived off this isl-
and on the 26th of February, and was boarded
by George Adams and some more ngtives short-
ly after she hove to. George Adams is the son
of the celebrated John Adams, the father of the
colony, the mutineer of the Bounty. Went
ashore in cutter, piloted by George Adams—-
Landing place a very small sandy beach, with
many rocks, and in the least breeze impracii-
cable. We were met on the beach by some of
the natives, who cordially welcomed us to Pii-
cairn's Island, and showed us the way to the
market place, up a steep and rugged path, wind-
ing along the cliff, and through a beautiful va-
riety of all kinds of tropical flowers and shrubs.
The scene, when we arrived at the summit, was

natives, men, women, and children, headed by
Mr. Nopps, the schoolmaster, had assembled in
a space of about half an acre square, caipeted
with thick soft grass, and canopied overhead
by the spreading branches of the cocoa-nut trees
to meet the strangers, all of them being dressed
in their gayest. Their welcome was warm, all
of them advancing and shaking us by the hand,
and addressing us in perfectly good English.
We were extremely pleased by their quiet and
decorus behavior. As soon as we had made
acquainiance with them all, we were led thro’
gently winding paths 1o
where the court-honse and church stands, as
there were one or two slight disagreements
about land, which they wished to be bronght

before Lieutenant Wooldridge, commander of |
and who very speedily disposed of
having evinced, either during the |

the Spy,

them without

investigation or aflierwards, the least feeling of |

discontent or displeasure. The church is a
neat building, well arranged, with a pulpit and
benches, and is used as well for a coust-house
as a church. Mr. Nopps, the schoolmaster,
performs the various offices. We were shown
the old gun belonging 1o the Bounty, that had
been under water for fifly-nine years, and which
was now lying near the court-house. We vis-

'ited old Adams’s house and grave, the last of

' which is situated in a beautiful spot next 10 his
' wile’s grave, and kept in trim order.

Afiet rambling about and visiting one or two
' inhabitants who were not well, (one of whom
'had wounded himsell with his gun while out
[ahooung goa's a short lime before we arrived,
'but was doing well,) we returned to dinner,
' which had been prepared for us at- McCoy’s
'house, and consisted of pork, yam, and sweet
potatoes. Each family on the island 1ake it in
tarn 1o entertain strangers when they arrive,
and never accept any reward. Their food is
principally vegelables, of which they have al-
most every kind, and 1wice 2 week either meat
or fish; but there is difficuliy in geting the lat-
ter, as the fishing ground is bad and. water ve-
ry deep. The animals on the 1sland are goats,
(which are wild) pigs,and fowls. Their hou-
ses are the perfection of cleanliness and good
order, and each person has his plot of ground
to cultivate.
ple: they elect a magisirate every 12 months,
upon which occasion every man and woman
above eighteen is entitled (o a vote, and if mar-
ried befure that age they are allowed a vote in
consequence. 'The magistrate then chooses
an assistant, and the remainder of the people
choose again another, who acts as a sorl of
check,which is, indeed,liule wanted, for there is
no place in the world where such perfect unan-
imity and good feeling exist as in this happy
island. The number of inhabitanis is one hun-
dred and thiny-four, but the island can support
many more, and they increase but slowly. The
island itself is only four miles and a half in cir-
cumference. We heard with pleasure tha,
though several whalers touched there, yot in no
instance had any impropriety been committed.
Forty-six whalers, mostly American, had called
during the year 1846. They all appeared 1o
ialk of Adams with the greatest respect, an
seemed to have a strong feeling of the crime
that their ancesters committed in mulinying.—-
They talked in the most affecionate and loyal
way of “our Queen,” and appeared exceeding-
ly proud of being English, but complained that

\he first man-of-war which had visited them for
more than ihree years. ‘They, however, were
quite satisfied when told that the exigencies of
ihe service had lately prevenied their being
visited so ofien. They begged earnesily for »
visit by a man-of-war as ofien as she could be
spared (rom other duties; but, as George Ad-
ams remarked, they “could not complain, as the
Gosvernment had alieady been kinder 10 them
than they deseived.” '

Before out leaving, the women came afier us
w it i rle presents and keepiakea, such as locks

picturesque in the exireme. The whole of the | (o0 010d 10 have a vivid recollection of. The

of hair, whales' 1eeth, and other lile curiosi-
ties, refusing 1o be rewarded in any way. We
1ok some of their pames down, as they struck
us as being as pretty as the fair owners them-
selves— Marian, Louisa, Emily were .among
the prettiest. Marian Christian wasa beautilul
girl, with quite a Grecian cast of countenance,
and very kindly allowed her likeness to be ta-
ken by one of our party. ‘Their way of dress-
ing the hair is odd, 1t being rolled up in & con-
ical fashion at the back of the head. Their
dress, when they do not wear the Enropean
one, is simple, consisting of only a sort of skirt
of some dark color, with the upper short petu-
coat of white swuff, and a handkerchief tied
loosely round the neck. At lasi, haviog landed
the cutter with eatables, which was obliged to
lie off on account of the increasing surf, and it
being nearly sunsel, we were obliged 10 tear
ourselves very vnwillingly from this enchanted
island, though all came round to beg us not to
go, but 10 stop one night—only one—with them,
and, finding they could not succeed, accompa-
nied us down to the beach, where we embarked
in canoes 1o take us off through the rollers 1o
the cutter. They embraced us all most affec-
tionately, asking us 10 write and remember them
to their friends in England, particularly 1o Cap-
tain Hunt, formerly of the Basilisk, whom they

embarkation in the cutter was accomplished
safely, and we gave them three hearty cheers,
and, accompanied by George Adama and Chris-
tisn, we got.on board the Spy; and, alier re-
maining a short time with us, and being very
much delighted with a couple of rockeis that
were fired, they bade us good-by when we filled
and made sail for Valparaiso.— Naval and Mil-
itary Gazette.

the principal village,

An Accomplished Rascal.
| A most finished piece of rascality was lately

 petpetrated upon a widow lady residing in Da- |

| tien, Fairfield Co. Ct., by a man cailing him-
'self Calvin L. Ball. Anaccount of the affair
has. been published at the request of the injured
' lady, in the Stamford Advocate, and is as fol-
lows : _

| This Ball came to Darien soma time last
Spring. in capacity of a journeyman shoemaker,
and obtained work of Mr. Fuller. - Was in the
neighborhood but a day or two before he sslec-
ted out a widow then residing with her paren's,
and worth some seven oreight thousand dollars,

received a handsome reward for mervices,) he
soon obtained an interview with the widow la-
dy, and by false representations of his circum-
stances and prospects, confirmed by his female
conspirator, in about two weeks succeeded in

| port Chester, unheknown to her parents and

Their form of government is sim-

they were so neglected, the Spy having been|p

' friends, where she was married to him, by the
' Rev. Mr. Wilson. They then returned to Da-
| rien, where they took board for a time with the
female conspirator. Ball now set about eonver!-
ing Mrs Ball's notes and evidences of debt into
cash, by her consent, under a pretence thata fa-
' vorable opportunity offered t» engage in a profi-
table business in the city of N.York. Some four

and they proceeded to New York, with a fine
horse and wagon and the furniture, linen, &e.,
'of Mrs. B. before marriage, and 100k rooms at
'No. 26 Downing street. He had not been
| there many days before he pretended a disap-
| pointment in some .of his arraugements and

| proposed to deposit $3000, Mrs. B. had then
by her in specie, in one of the Banks, untl
such time as it might be neeeded. This was
cofizented 1o and the money was laken away
by Mr. Ball. On his reinrn, he said he had
left the money at the Mechanics Bank, (if we
remember 1be name,) but did not bring back a
certificate of deposit, because, as he said, the
Teller could not count it that afiernoon, having
gone out to attend 1o the funeral of his wile.
The next day, however, he brought in a Bank
Book containing an entry of the deposit in the
usual form, and prevented all suspicion of any
wrong.

This was the 3d day of July, and up to this
time Ball had been all kindness and avention,
and wou the entire confidence of his unsuspect-
ing wife. On Sunday (the 41l day of July,)
he complained of feehing ill—his hezd, he said,

d|troubled him very much, and, 3% there would

be so much firnng and confusion on the 5ih
he thought he would flce [rom the noise by go-
ing over 10 the Jersevs aud see il he could not
collect some money out of a man he pretented
was greatly indebted to him there. Mrs. Ball
roposed 10 accompany bim, and thought i
would be & pleasam excursion, but Ball de-
murred on the ground that his debter (Mr. Ful-
ler,) might not_be pleased to have him bring
company along when on a dunning call, so the
propused excursion was recalled. On Monday
morning the 1wo rose early, sipped a dish of
coffee twgether, and then alier the assurance of
returning early in the evening, nol forgetting v
borrow her elegant gold waich and chain worth
two hundred dollars or more, and invaluatle as
the gift of her former hushand, he 100k his de-
parture, and from that tme (o the present Mrs.

Ball has had no positive intelligence of him..

Mr. Ball not returning that night. Mrs B be-
came uneasy. On sipping her coffee, the nexy
morning, she thought 1t tasted strangely, and
drank but linde. . Her sister, however who wa+
at the table with her, drank her usual guanny,
and soon after was taken a vomiting. . ['he dey
coffee was afterwards examined ;and a whie
substance was observed in il.resembling aise-
nic, and it was all i/mmedlately hove ino the
sink. Soon after on going to her bedchamber
she noticed all her husband’s clothes were mis.
sing, her fine linen and other valuables gone.
Suspicions of the plot now, for the first time
came suddenly and heavily uvpon her. She
caught her check book and hurried 10 the Bank
—she had no.deposit there—the entries pros ad
a forgery. Ball had been 10 the Buuk, but he
took bills for the specie. She went 10 the sta-
ble-—found her borse and wagon were gone,
and subsequenily she has been unable to gain
any irace of her husband, or effects. . v,

Mrs. Ball has reterned 1o Darien, robbed of
her entire persenal estate, and she now solici's
the aid of every (riend of injured confidence, w
aid her in bringing Calvin L. Ball 1o ghat jus-
tice his tascality merits.  Any informazon re-
garding him so that he may be arrested, or re
garding the property he has wrongfully takea
away with him, so that it may be recosered,
will not only be gratetully received, but hand-
somely rewarded by Mrs. Ball, Address “Mis
Phebe Ball, Darien, Coun.”

The Binghamton Republican says the hero
of this prece of vilainy came 10 that place some
itme in July, and figured largely two or three
weeks. Whilst here, he boasted much of his
wealth, and exhibited his gold and $1000 bank

| notes o several individuals, pretending that he

made his property by speculations at the South
He succeeded al short notice in geiung intu
1 good society”—his fast horse, gold chains
and finger rings being taken as proofl satis-

as his victim. By the aid of a treacherous fe- |
'male neighbor, (who, it is confidemly believed,

| W

prevailing upon his victim 10 accompany him to | money,
| gO.

'or five thousand dollars were gathered together, |

factory that he was entitled 10 “ gilt edge” no-
liice. From here he went 10 Owego, lihaca,
iand Elinira, and in the later place, until a late
' date, was * going it” on a large and extensive
scale. ,

On Saturday morning last, the eastern mail
brought the article referred 0. A good deal
of indignation was naturally felt by those who
had been deceived ; and an officer was staried
in pursuit of the rascal, who, it was undersiond
was 10 give a champaign dinner that very alter-
noun to his friends in Elmira. Pursuit was
| also made from Ithaca and Owego. Ball gt
! wind of the 1ntended arrest, and made tracks «
| few ininutes before the arrival of the officers at
!Elmira. He was, however, overhauled in the
| course of the next day or two, at Moatrose, Pa,

here he was coaxed to deposit a part of hiw

and to return with his pursuers o Owe-

A Pressing Letter.

The following exifact from a letter sent by
a settler 10 his friends abroad, shows that our
country is not the worst in the world—

“ My dear Bod—Come to swate Amenky,
and come quickly. Here you can buy paraties
two shillings a bushel, wliskey and coal same
price, because we ain't got no tarl here, a dol-
lar a day for digging, and no hanging fur staling.
Qch, now,'do come.”

Aun Honor to his Mother.

“ John,” inquired a domime of a hopeful pu-
pil, ** wha is a nailer ™ « A man who makes
nails,” said John, * Very good. What is a
tatlor 7 “ One who makes tails” « O, you
stupid fellow,” said the dominie, biting his lips ;
“ 2 man who makes tails 7" * Yes, master,"”
returned John ; * if the tailor did not put taile
10 the coats he made they would all be jackets.”
“ Sit down, John, you're an honor 1o your ma-
ternal parent.”

How a Farmer out West prescrves
his Egge. _
A gallon pot is filled with eggs ; and one pint
of lime, of the consistency of common whue-
wash, poured in, and the pot filled with water.

A board is then placed on the top, sud the wa-
ter, which is never changed, as well as the eggs,
remains pure and sweet. This practice is the
one most common in France, the inhabitants of
which, to their love of frogs and soup, add alse,
it appears, a very commendable 1aste for egys.

- ABsENCE—-LATEST Case-="The wife of an
old codger who 1s rather fond of brapdy, inen.
ng 10 1ake up a coal of fire 10 hight a candie,
caught her husband’s red nose beiween the
tongs. She did not discover her mistake ull
he told her he could blow his own nuse.

Setiing a man-trap is the title given to a pic-
ture of a very preuny young lady arranging be
curls at a mirror,

Ry I —.

ScarciTy.—There are 100,000 sh- ¥ ' Ad-
dison Co., Vi. which must be dvi"'" other
seclions 10 be wintered, or be saughtered. —
‘I'ne deficiency of the crop o*™2Y» and the rav-
ages of grasshoppers, hav caused a scarery
of food.




