when the negotiation wasshortly afterwards |
t ausferred te Washingtou; and, on the
“3d ol August, 1844, was formerly opened,
under the divection of my immediate prede-
- vssor.  Lake all the previous negotiations,
1t was based upon principles of “Compro-
tiize ;" and the avowed purpose of the par-
ties was, “10 treat of tle respective claims
of the two countries 1o the Oregon territo- |
1 ¢, with the view to establish a permanent
Loundary between them westward of the
Rocky Mounntains te the Pacific Ocean.” —
Accordingly on the 26th of August, 1544,
the British Plenipctentiary offered to divide
1he Oregon teiritory by the forty-ninth par-
allel - of north latitude, from the Rocky
Mountxins to the poiut of its intersection
with the north-east-mos* branch of the Col-
umbia river, and thence down that river 10/
the sea, leaving the free navigation of the)

criminal, ought to be immediately extended
over our citizens in Oregon. They have had
just cause to complain of our long neglect in
this particular, and have, in consequence,
been ~ompelled for their own security aund
protection, to establish a provi_sioual govern-
ment for themselves. Strong in their alle-
giance and ardent in their attachment to the

|

United States, they have been thus cast upon |

their own resources. I hey are anxious that
our laws should be extended over them, and |

recommend that this be done by

in regard to British sul jects in that territory,
by their act of July the second, 1821, * for
regulating the tur trade, and establishing a

Congress with firmly mainfained.
as little delay as possible, in the full extent to | zbandoned, without a sacritice of both na _
which the British Parliament have proceeded | ;0001 honor and interest, is too clear to ! the tenth article of the subsi

acter, Under all the circumstances of the
case, | recommend that this discrimina.
tion should be abolished, and that the cof.
fee of Java imported from the Nether.
lands, be placed apon the same footuyg
with that imported direct flom Brazil and

they, in their wisdom devise any ofther should be respected; but it is due alike to
mode better calculated to accomphsh the [f-nr salely a_ml our interests, that the etfect
same object, it shall meet with my hearty Illlg protection of our laws should be ex
concurrence, tended over our whole territorial hmits,
At the end of the years notice, should and that it should be distinctly annonhiced
Congress think it proper to make provis |tothe world as our settled policy, that no _ '
ion for giving that notice, we shall have ’ future Furopean colony or domimon shell [ulher countries were it 13 produced, _
reaceed a period when the national rights | with our consent, be planted o1 established | Under the eighth section of the taniff
in Oregon mus! either be abandoued or on any part of the North American conti-|actof the 30th of August, 1842, a duty of
That they cannot be | nent. |fifteen cents per gallon was imposed on
A question has recently arisen under!Port wine in casks; while on the red wines
sting treaty | of several other countries, when imported
between the United States and Prussia.— | in casks, a dutv of only six cents per gal-
By this article, the counsels of the two |lon was imposed. ‘I'hus discrimination, so
far as regarded the Port Wimne of Porty.

I

|

admit of doubt,
Oregon is a part of the North Ameri

criminal and civil jarisdiction within certain  can contineunt, to which it is confidently | conniries have lh(’," right to sit as jndges
parts of North America.” By this act Great | ,ffirmed, the fitle of the United States is and arbitrators “in such dillerences as
Britain extended her laws and jurisdiction, | ;he  phest now in existence. For (he | may arise between the captams and crews

?i"iLa"? crtrn:;ml_. orl:rl t:::r?:':;,’fcuhzui?%ﬁ:'grounds on which that title vests, | refer | of the vessels belonging (o the vation!
L s At g-loaey w hose interests are committed (o their |

gal, was deemed a violation to our treaty
with the Power, which provides that* No
higher or other duties shall be imposed on
the importation into the Umited States of

courts f the provincz of Uppe r Canada were

you lo the corresponrdence of the late

J

|

America of any article the growth, produce

clarge, without the mterlerence of the lo-
or manufacture of the kingdom aud po--

cal authorities, unless the conduct of the ;
crews or of the captain should disturb the | session of Portugal than such as are or

river to be enjoyed in common by both pac- ' empowered to take cognizance of causes civil
ties—the conntry sonth of this line 10 be-| and criminal. Justices of the peace and other
Jong 10 the United States, and that north of | judicial officers were authorized to be ap-

. > P : : s 3 s ; 'g(:halion. ] ) . _ A .
i Gt Bran s vt e b pomch s o S ores xS propsion o compromise s ah. ity th €ty | bl e eyl o he Skl e
proposed, in addition, to vield to the Unitec 2 5

States a detached rerritory, north of the|ince, and to sit and hold courts of record for | SN skt F,ulu:n_hla fhee :Imc S | l.i'“:' i lCn:...,-uls 5:“).1‘-1‘3 llf’-q'm Ih;,.l,r i 'l::lt-‘. %:E;vrl?(;rgiﬁ:i:i:n‘;:v ':3;‘;?::;;:50'?-
Columbia, extending along the Pacific and | e rial of criminal offences and l_nlademe.:a‘n- (o forty-mueglegrees, with a trifling addi- | sislauce lo cause then ecision to be car- |any e e T . e 7
the Straits of Fuca, from Bulfinch's harbor | ®™ "™ ?“l‘!e ‘fl.“.s‘.‘:‘-""“ of chap'm:ht’“(::::; tion of detached tertory to the Umited | rw’d.unu' eflect or snpported. élu give effec C;_ e trealy, as we da? o
inclusive, to Hood’s Canal, and to makel‘::}‘:;;iz:: sl‘:.:;?:ot‘::c::ei?lsﬁ?'\;luterfhe amuu-‘“fslates. north of' llha! nver, :_md wm;I(II I'he | I‘l(l‘-ieilall consul a1 New B.ndf‘._;.r-i, the ffi‘lenllon 0 (_Jlf;‘llgl'egm T:p;‘:sse A
{ree 10 the Uuniteld Stales any port or poits or sum of two hundred pounds leave on the B"m?‘ sul-:_lwa "?"‘d"‘ of lh"i in June, 1844, amflmd - M_r. Justice Sto- | PASREA boitha tal'lb i e =i m‘l.h"'g
south of latinde fortyv-nine dezrees, which Subsequent to the date of this act of Parlia- ‘ whole (_)regmn territory, Iu(:lmllng the fiee ' 1y to carry mto clieet a decision m-.uh.e by contained s!muld € 50 coalsl!'ucle(_i as to
they might desire, either on the main land, | ment, a grant was made from the * British pavization of the Columbia and all the | him between the Caplatnard crew of the | llllt!l'feri? with sabsisting ll't'f'“es Wllh_ for-
or on Quadra and Vancouver's lsland — | crown” to the Hudson'’s Bay Company, of the | ga1,3hle harbors on the Pacific, can nev- ! Borussia; bul the quest was reiused on | €ign nalions, a treasury circular circle
With the exception of the free po- s, tliis,“_"l"""e .lr_adg wm‘\ the Indian .tnl')csf mt:l'“:'”' for a moment, be entertained by the |the ground that, without previous legisla- | was issued on the lt_itb of July, 1844,
was the same offer which had been made| ;:*:‘IF;;? lllfiltr(:tmr?:t:uu-)'ﬁtetgxil::a)et::)af“‘?::[ L'I‘:t!‘ United States, without an abandonment ton by Congress, the judiciary did not pos | which, amoag ol_her things, decl.-!red that
Ly the British, and rejected by the Ameri- w.l;j»cta of -j:,ey foreign States who, under or of their just and clear territorial rights, | ses the power lo givt: effect to this article duly on Port wine, of l’orlugal,m casks,
can government in the negotiation of 1826 | by force ot any convention for the time being, | their own sell-respect, and the national  of the treaty,  The Prussian government, | under the existing laws and treaty,to be

and presenl Secretary of the State with
the Brutish plempotentiary during the une

as properly rejected by |

between us uand such foreign States respec-

h'llillf.

Tg ~ . - .
L’his proposition w For the information of Congress,|

ively, may be entitled to, and shall be en-

|lhrungh their minister here, have com-

six cents per gallon, and directed that

the Amenican Plenipoteatiary on the d:l_vi
8t was sabwitted.  This was the only pro- |
position of compromise offered by the Brit- |
1€h Pleaipbientiary. The proposition on |
the pait of Great Britain having been re- |
Jected, the British Plenipotenriary reques- |
ted that a proposal should be made by the |
United States for “an equitable adjustment
of the question”

guged in, the said trade.”

it is much to be regretted, that while under
this act, British sabjects have e1 J wyed the pro
tection of British laws and British judicial

tribunals throughout the whole of Uregon, |

American citizens, in the same territory, have

enjoyed no such protection from their govern-

ment, Atthe same time, the result illustrates
the character of our people and their institu-

\rconnnmmcalc herewith the cor rc.-:pund- | pl;llnt’d of this violation of the treaty, and the excess ufduli‘es which had been col-
~ence which took place between the two | bave asked the government of the United lected on such wine should be refunded.
governments during the late negosiation. | States to adodt the necessary measures to | By virtue of another clause in the same

The rapid extensions olour seitlements | prevent similar vivlations herealter, ‘iood |section of the act, it is provided that all
over our lerritories herctofore unoccu-| faith to Prussia,as well as 10 other nations | imitations of f’ort, or any other wines,
pied; the addition of new States to our| With whom we have similar treaty stipu- | “shall be subject to the duty provided for
cuufcderac)'; the expansion of free princi. ! l'iillons. |'u::]uires that these should be faith- | the genuine article.” lﬂ‘l‘!l'rllll)ll! of P_t)rt
ples,;and our rising grelaness as a nation, | fully observed. | have deemed it prop- | wine, the production of Frauce, are im-

When I came into office, I found this to be | tions. In spite of this neglect, they have mul-
the state of the negotiation. Though enter- f tiplied, and their number is rapidly increasing
taining the settled conviction, that the British 0 that ll‘;‘l‘l’ilol‘y. .l‘ht'y have I'l‘lall? .I'ID appeal
pretensions of title could not be maintained to t0 arms. but have peacefully fortified Ehrm-
any portion of the Oregon territory upon any  selves in their new homes, by the adoptien of
principle of public law recognised by nations, ! ft'publlcan institutions for themselves ; furnish-
yet, in deference to what had been done by my | Ing anml\er. e.xample f:f the tru:h_ that self-
predecessors, and espeeially in consideration §overnment |s|nherenl_mthe American breast,
that propositions of compromise had been  and must prevail. It is due to them that they
thrice made by two preceding administrations, | should be embraced and protected by our laws.
to adjust the question on the parallel of forty-| It 1s deemed important that our laws, regus
nine degrees, and in" two of them vielding to lating trade and intercourse with the Iudian
Great Britain the lree navigation of the Co- trihes east of the Rocky mountaias, should be

~are attracting the attention of the powers
of Europe, and lately the doctrine
has been broached in some of them of
‘a “balance of power™ on this continent,
' to check our advancement. The United
'States, sincerely desirous of preserving
relations of good understanding with all
'nations canuol in silence permit any Eu-
ropean interference on the North Ameri-
‘can continent; and should any such inter
ference be atiempted, will be ready to re

er, 10 lay the subject before Congress, and | ported to some exient into the United
to recommend such legislation as may be | Stales; and the government of that coun-
necessary to give effect to these treaty ob- |try now claims that, undera correct con-
ligations, 'struction of the act, these imitations ought

By virtue of an arrangement made be- | not to pay a higher duty than that impos-
tween the Spamsh Govermnent and that of  ed upon the original Port wine of ortu-
the United States, in December, 1831, gal. It appears to me to be uneqnal and
American ves-els, since the twenty-ninth |unjust, that French imitations of Purt wine
of Apnl, 1832, have been admitted to en-|should be subject to a duty ol fifteen cents,
ter into the ports of Spain, including those | while the more valuable article from Por
of the Balearic and Canary islands, on nay | tugal should pay a duly of only six cents

bunbis, and that the pending negotiation had |
b.en commenced on the basis of comprnmise,|

. - . |
) deemed it to be my duty not abruptly to | the care and protection which is due irom the |

brezk it off. In consideration, too, that under

the conventions of 1818 nnd 1827, the citizens | glon, make it our duty, as it 1s our interest ment has never interfered with the rela-

and subjects of the two Powers held a joint |
occupancy of the country, 1 was induced to

make another effort to settle this long.pending |
coniroversy in the spirit of moderation which |

had given birth to the renewed discussion. A | made for establishing an Indian agency, never sought their territories by conquest;
proposition was accordingly made, which was and such sub-agencies as may be deem- | we have not mingled in their domestic meuts, then confined the reduction of ton

rejected by the British plenipotentiary, who,
without submitting any other proposition, suf- |
tered the negotiation on his part to drop, ex- |
pressing his trust that the United States!

further prcposal for the settlement of the
Oregon guestion, more consistent with fair-
ness and equity, and with the reasonable ex- |
pectations of the British government.” The
propcsition thus offered and rejected, repeated
the offer of the paraliel of forty-nine degrees
of north latitude, which had been made by
two preceding administrations, but without
proposing to surrender to Great Britain, as |
they bad done, the free navigation of the Co-!
lumbia river. The right cf any foreign power
to the free navigation of any of our rivers,
through the heart of our country, was one
which I was unwilling to concede. It also
embraced a provision to make free to Great
Britain any port or perts on the cap of Quad-

ra and Vancouver’s island, south of zhis par- | than British laws have done long since for | that of Kurope. Jealousy among the dif- and the favorable attention of Congres has

allel. Had this been a new question, coming
under discussion for the first time, this propo- |
sition would not have been made. The ex

traordinary and wholly inadmissible demands
of the British government, and the rejection
of the proposition made in deference alone to
what had been done by my predecessors, and
the implied obligation which their acts seemed
to impese, afford satisfactory evidence that ne
compromise which the United States ought to |
accept, can be effected. With this conviction, |
the proposition of cgmpromise which had been |
made and rejected, was, by my direction, sub-~ |
sequently withdrawn, and our title to the

whole Oregen territory asserted, and, as is |
believed, maintained by irrefragible facts and

arguments.

The civilized world will see in these pro-
ceedings a spirit of liberal concession on the
part of the United States; and this govern-
ment will be relieved from all respounsibility
which may follow the failure to scitle the
controversy. !

All attempts at compromise having failed,
it becomes the duty of Congress to consider
what measures it may be proper to adopt for
the security and protection of our citizens
now inhabiting, or who may hereafter inhabit
Oregon, and for the maintenance of our just
title to that territory. In adopting measures
for this purpose, care should be taken that
nothing Le done to violate the stipulations of
the convention of 1827, which is still in force.
“The faith of treaties, in their letter and spirit,
has ever been, and [ trust will ever be, scru-
pulously observed by the United States.—
Under that convention, a year’s notice is re-
quired to be given by either par'y to the
other before the joint occupancy shall termi-
pate, and belore either can rightfully assert

or exercise exclusive jurisdiction over any |

portion of the territory.  This notice it would,
m my judgment, be proper to give: and |
rccommend that provision be made by law for
giving it accordingly and terminating in this
manner the conveution of the sixth o August,
1827.

It will become proper for Congress to de-
termine what legislation they can, in the
mean time, adopt without violating this con-
vintion. Heyond all guestion, the protection
ol vur laws aud our jurisdicuon, civil aod

extended to such tribes as dwell beyond them.
The increasing emigration to Oregon, and

government to its citizens in that distaut re-

to caltivat
Indian tribes of that territory., For tlus
purpose | recommend that provisions be

tains.

For the protection of emigrants whilst |attempted to propogate it by intrigues, by | mer discriminating duty to remain against
would offer what he saw fit to call “some ©On their way to Oregon, against the at-| diplomacy, or by force,
occupying the | on this continent a hke exemption from other couuntry,
‘country through which they pass, | recom- Buropean interference.
‘mend that a suitable number of stock- America are eqnally sovereign and inde | the ports of Spain from
'ades and blockhouse forts be erected along ' peudent with those of Europe. They pos- pay no more duty than

tacks of the Indian tribes

the usual route between our frontier sel-
tlements on the

e amicably the relations with the tions subsisting between other govern- States, or indirectly from any other coun-

'ed necessary beyond the Rocky Moun  struggles; and believe our own form of | nage duty mercly to Spanish vesscls “com-

Mizsouri and 1he Rocky | eign mterposition, to make war, to con- the Unlied States (v m

sist it at any and all bazards. meunt of the same tonage duty of five cents  per gallon. 1 therefore recommend to
Itis well known to the American peo- | per ton, as though they had been Spanish  Congress such legislaton as may be ne-
ple and 1o all natious, that this govern-| vessel:t and this, whether our vessels ar-| cessary to correct the inequality.
(rive in Spain directly from the United| The late President, in his annual mes-
' sage of December last, recommended an
appropriation to satisly the claims of the
Texan government against the Uuited
States, which had previously adjusted, so
far as the powers of the Executive extend.
These claims arose out of the act of di:-
‘government to be the best, we have never | ing from a portin Spain,” leaving the for- |arming a body of l'exan troops under the
command of Major Snively, by an officer
We may claim such vessels coming from a port in any | in the service ol th'_e United States, acting
It is manifestly unjnst|ander the orders of our government; and
‘I'ne nations of  that, whilst American vessels, ariving in | the forcible entry into the custom-house
other Cullnlrics,! at Brayarly’s landing, on Red river, by
Spanish vessels, certain citizeus of the United States, and
in the ports of ltakingaway therefrom the goods seized
other coantries by the collector of the customs as forfeited

‘ments, Ve have nevev made ourselves | (r

parties to their wars of alliances; we have:

y. When Congress, by the act of the
thirteenth of July, 1832, gave effect to this
arrangement between the two govern-|

\ B

sess Lhe samne «ights,,ndependent of all for- | Spanish vessels arriving

Mountains, and that an adequate force of clude peace, and to regulate theirtinternal  should be subject to heavy discriminating under laws of Texas. "This was a liqui-
mounted riflemen be raised to gnard and  4ffairs, The people of the United States | tonnage duties. This is neither equality | dated debt, ascertained to be due to Tex

protect them on their journey.
mediate adoption of these recommenda

The im | canaot, therefore, view with inditference nor reciprocity, and is in violation of the |as when an independent State. Her ac

‘attempts of European powers to interfere | arrangement coucluded in December,1831 | ceptance of terms of annexation proposed

tions by Congress will not violate the pro | with the independent action of the nalionsjbclwecn the two countries. The Spanish | by the United States does not discharge

visions of the existing treaty.

It will be | on this continent,

The American system government have made repeated and ear- [or invalidate the claim. | recommmend

doing nothing more for American ciizens  of government are entirely different from nest remonstrauces agains this mequality,  that provisions be made for its payment.

British subjects in the same territory.

The commissioner appointed to China
ferent sovereigns of Euiope, lest any one been several times wvoked to the subject during the special sesswn of the Senate in

It required several months to perform  of (hem might become to powerful for the by my predecossors. | recommend as an | March last shortly alterwards set out on

the voyage by sea from the Atlantic States ! reqt,

to Oregon ; and although we have a la rge
number of whale ships in the Pacific, but
few of them aflord an opportunity of in-
terchanging intelligence, without great
delay, between our settlement iu that re
gion and the United States. Au overland
mail is believed to be entirely practicable,
and 1he nnportance ol estabhshing such
a mail, at least once a month, is submitted
to the favorable cousideration of Coun
gress,

It is submitted to the wisdom of Con
gress to determine whether, at their pre
sent session and until afler the expiration
of .the year’s notice, any other measures
may be adopted, consistently with (he

our rights, and the government and pro
tection of our citizens Ocegon.  That
it will ultimately be wise and proper lo

ic pioneers, who amidst privations and
dangers lead the way through savage (ribes
inhabiting the vast wilderness intervening
between our froglier settlements and Or-
egon, and who cultivate, and are ever
ready to defend the «oil, | am fully sans
fied. To doubt whether they will obtain
such grants as soon as the convention be
tween the United States and Great Brit
aiushall have ceased to exist, would be to
doubt the justice of Congress, but pending
the years notice, il 15 worthy of consid-
eration whether a stiputation to this ef
fect may be made, consistently with the
spirit of that convention,

The recommendations which | have
made, as to the best manuer of securing
our nghts in Oregon, are submitted to

Congress with gluat delerence,  Should

(o the Unmited States.  We ever maintain | Slates from any other foreign couutry be
 the principal, that the people of this con- | refunded.

has caused them anxiously to desire |act of justice to Spain, that this inequality | his mission in the United States Ship Co
the establishment of what they term the be removed to Congress, and that the dis- | lumbuas,  Ou artiving at Rio de Janero on
“*balance of power.”” It cannot be per- | crimiaating duties which have been levied  his passage, the state of his health became
mitted to have any application on the under the act of the 13th of Ju'y, 1832,0n so critical, that, bv advice of his medical
North American coutinent, and especially | Spanish  vessels coming to the United | attendants, he returned to the United
' States early in the month of October last.
Commodore Biddle, commanding the Eas-
India squadron, proceeded on his voyage

This recommendation does
tment alone have the night o decide their | not embrace Spanish vessels arriving in the

own destiny  Should any portion of them | United States from Cuba and Porto Rico,
consisting of any independent State, pro | which will still remain subject to the pro
pose to unite themslves with our confeder | visions of the act ol June 30th, 1854, con

in the Columbus,and was charged by the
commissioner with (he duty of exchang
ing with the proper authorities the ratii

convention of 1827, for the security of

make liberal grants of land (o the patriot-|

acy, this will be a question for them and |
us to determine, without any foreign in-

terposition, We can never cousent (hal

Earopean powers shall interfere to pre-

vent such a union, because it might dis

turh the “balance of power” which they |
may desire tu maintain wpon this continent. 1'
Near a quarter of a century ago, the prin f
ceipal was distinctly  announced to  the |
world in the annnal message of one of my |
predecessors, that *the American conty
| nent, by the free and independent condi
tion which they have assumed und main
tain, are henceforth not to be considered
as subjects for future colonization by any
Enropean Power.”™  This principle will|
Lapply with greatly increased force, should |
any Europen power attempt 1o establish |
any new colony in North America, In
the existing circumstances of the world, |
the present is deemed a proper occasion |
lo reiterate and re aflirm  the principle
avowed by Mg. Monroe, and to state my
cordial concurrence in s wisdom and
sound policy., The reassertion of this
principle, especially in reference to North
America, is al this day but the promulza

tiou of a policy which no FKuropean power

|
1

-hould cherish the disposttion Lo resist. —
Loxi: ting rights of every IS wropean nation

cations of the treaty latelv concluded with
the Empeior of China. Since the return
of the commussioner to the United Slates.
his health has been much improved, and
entertains the coufident belief that he will
soon be able to prooceed on his mission.

Uufortunately, diflerences continne (o
exist among some of the natians of South
this exemption from duty was restricted to | America, which following our example,
coffee umportad in American vessels from | have established their independence,while
the place of its production; whilst coffee |in others internal dissensions prevail. |t
imported under all other circumstances  is natural that our sympathies should be
was subjected to a duly of twenty per| warmly enlisted for their welfare; that we
cent,ad valorem. Uunder this act, and should desire that all controversies be
our existing treaty with the King of the tween them should be amicably adjusted,
Netherlands, Java coffie imported fromjnud therr governments admimstered 1 a
the European ports of that Kingdom into manner to protect the rights, and promote
the United States, whether in Dutch or | the prosperity of their peopie. It is con

cerning tonnage-duty on such vessels.

By the act of the 14th of July, 1832,
coffe was exempted from duty altogether.
This exempltion was universal, withont
reference to the country where it was pro
duced, or the national character of the
vessel in whichit was imported. By the
tariff act of the thirtieth of Angust, 1842,

American vessels, now pays this rate of
duty,

The government of the Netherlands
complains that such a discriminating duty
should have been imposed on coffee, the
production of one of its colonies, and
which is chiefly brought fiom Java to the
ports of that kingdom, and exported from
thenee to foreign  countries, Qur trade
with the Netherlands is highly beneficial
to hath conntries, and our relutions with
them bave been of the most fricndly char-

trary, however, to our settled policy. to
interlere in their controversies, whether
external or mternal,

I have thus adverted to all the subjects
]comlecled with our foreign relations, (o
which | deem it necessary (o call your at

tention. One policy s not only peace
witn all, but good will towards all the
Powers of the earth. While we are just
to all, we require that all shall be just to
us.  Kxceplting the differences with Mex

ico and Great Britain, our relations with




