Tae wHoLE ART or (GOVERNMENT CONSISTS IN THE ART OF REING HONEST.—Jefferson

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE.
Fellow-citizens of the Senate and House
of Representatives:

Itisto me a source of unuffected satisfacs !
tion to meet the Kepresentatives of the States |
and the people in Congress assembled, as it |
will be to rcceive the aid of their combined |
wisdom in the administration of public affairs. |
In performing, for the first time, the duty im-~ |
posed on mc by the constitution, of giving to |
vou information of the state of the Union, and ]
recommending to your comsideration such
measures as in my judgment are necessary and ‘
expedient, I am happy that I can congratulate |
vou on the continued prosperity of our country. |
Under the blessings of Divine Providence and
the benign influence of our free institutions, it
stands before the world a spectacle of national
Liappiness., *

With our unexampled advancement in all l
the clemeats of national greatness, the affec- |
tion of the people is confirmed for the union of |
the States, and for the doctrines of popular lib |
erty, whic lie at the foundation of our goveru-]
ment.

It becomes us, in humility, to make our de- |

vout acknowiedgments to the Supreme Ruler ‘
of the Universe, for the inestimable civil and

religious blessings with which we are favored. |

In calling the attention of Congress to our ‘.

relations with foreign powers, I am gratified to |
be able to state, that, though with some of |

them there have existed since our last ses |

sion serious causes of irritation and misunder- | o 0 F 0T e all foreign nations — | He did not, however, recommend an im- | whose success and prosperity all our sym.
| Oa the sixth day of March last, the Mexican ' mediate resort to this extreme measure, | pathies were early enlisted.  The United

standing, yet no actual hostilities have takeu
place. Adopting the maxim in the conduct of
our foreign affairs, to “ask nothing that isnot |
right, and submit tancthing that is wrong,” it

has been my anxious desire to preserve peace |
with all nations ; but, at the same time, to be |
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which had been our ancient ally—the country
which hasa common interest with us in main-
sining the freedom of the seas—the country
which, by the cession of Louisiana, first open-
ed to us access to the Gulf of Mexico—the coun
try with which we have been every year been
drawing more and more closely the bonds of
successful commerce—most unexpectedly, and
to our unfeigned regret, took part in an effort
to prevent annexation, and to impose on Tex-
as asa condition of the recognition of her inde
pendence by Mexico, that she would never join
hersell to the United States. * We may re-
joice that the tranquil and pervading influence |
of American principles of self government,was |

suflicient 1o defeac the purposes of British and |

French interference, and that the almcs: unan | tedly brought 1o the uotice of Congress no just exception could have been taken ;

imos voice of the people of Texas has Riven to |

the interference a peaceful and eficctive re-| viuhth of February, 1857, the President| of the Mexican government. In

buke, From this example, European gov-|
erntnents may learn how vain diplomatic arts |
and Intrigues must ever prove upon this conti-

nent, against that system of self government|

growing out of unredressed injuries inflic-
ted by the Mexican authonties and people
on the persons and property of citizens of
the United States, throngh a long series of
vears. Mexico has admitted these injuries,
but has neglected and refused to repair
them. Such was the character of the
wrongs, and such the insults repeatediy
offered to American citizens and the A-
merican flag by Mexico, in Palpable vio-
Jation of the law of nations and the trea-|
ty between (he two countries of the fifil]
of Apnil, 1831, that they have been repea- !

by my predecessors,  As early as the|

of the United Siate declared, in the mess- |

Laze (o Congress. that *leangth of time | losses, and some of whom have been re- | of the indemnity,

since some of the injuries have been com

1845.

The claims whicn were left undecided | the mouney to the United States,”
by the joint commission amounling to more | 1The unsettled state of our relations with
than three millions of doilars, together | Mexico has wvolved this subject m mnch
with other claims for spoilations on the | mystery. The first 1nlormation, in an au
property of our citizens, were sub-equent- | thentic form, from the agent of the Uuiied
ly presented to the Jfexican governmen States appointed under the administra
for payment, and were so lar recognised, | tion of my predecessor, was received at
that a trealy, providing for their examina- | the State D"P“‘“‘!‘f"_‘ on the muth day ot
tion and cettlement by a joint commission, | November last.  This 15 contuined m a
was concluded and signed at  Mexico on | letter, dated the seventeenth of October,
the tweuntieth day of November, 1843.— |addressed by hisn to one of our cvizens
This treaty was ratified by the United | then in Mexico, with the view of having
States, with certam amendments, to which | it communicated to that department. —
From this 1t appears that the agent, on
but t has not yet recewved the ratification | the twentieth of September, 1644, gave o
the | receipt to the treasury of Mexico-for the
meantime, our citizens who suffered great | amount of the April and July instalments
In the same commu-
doced from sflluence to bankruptcy, are | nication, however, he asserts that he had

- . - ] . : = | st W » . 1 g -
which seems natural to our soil, and which will | mitted, the repeated and unavailing ap | without remedy, unless their rights be en- |not received a smgle dollar in cash ; bat

ever resist foreign interference.

Towards Texas, I do not doubt that a liber- |
al and generous spirit will actuate Congress in |
all that concerns her interests and prosperity, |

and that she will never have cause to regret)|

sons and property of our cinzens, upon |

| plications for redress, the wanten charac- | furced by their government.

ter of some of the oulrages upon the per |
t ,

. - g i
the otficers and flag of the United States,!

Such a con- | that he holds such secunities as warranted
tmued and unprovoked series of wrongs 'him  at (he time in giving the receipt, and
could ncver have been tolerated by the -ientertaius no doubt but that he will even-
United States, had they been committee | lually obtain the money. As fhese inatal

that she united her “lone star” o our glorious independent of recent insults to this gov. | by one of the principal nations of Europe. I ments appear never o have been actuall’

constellation.
I regret to inform yon that our relations'

with Mexico, since your last session, have not '

been of the amicable character which it is our

envoy extraerdinary and minister plenipoten

tiary to the United States, made a formal pro- |
test, in the name of his government, against
the joint resclution passed by Congress, ** for |

dinary Mextcan mimster, would justily in|
the eyes of all nations nnmediate war.™

which, he declared, * =hould not be used
by jast and generous nations, confiding in
(herr strength for injuries committed, if 1t

ernment and people by the late Extraor | Mexico was, however, a neighboring sister | paid by the govornment of Mexico (o the

republic, which, following our example, | agent, and as that government has not
had achieved her independence, and for | (herefore been released so as to discharge
the claim, I do not feel myzell warranted
in directing payment to be made 1o the
claimants out of the treasury, without fur
ther legislation. Their case is, undoubt
edly, one of much bardship ; and it re

States were the first to recognize her in
dependence, and to receive her into the |
family of unalions, and have ever been de

the annexation of Texa~to the United States,” |
which he chose to regard as a violation of the |
rights of Mexico, and, in consequence of it, e

prepared to resist aggression, and to maintain
all our just rights.
In pursuance of the joint resolution of Con-

can be honorably avorded ;7" but, to a spir-| #irous of cultivating with her a good un
it of forbearance, proposed that another | derstanding. We have, therefore, borne
demand be made upon Mexico for that re- | the repeated wrongs she has committed,

maing for Congress to decide whetherany,
and what, relief ought to be granted to
them. Our minister to Mexico has been

gress, *for annexing Texas to tha United i
States,” my predesessor, on the third day of
March, 18435, elected to submit the first and
second sections of that resolution to the repub-
lic of Texas, as an overture, on the part of the
United States, for her admission as a State in-
to our Union, This election | approve, and
accordingly the charge d'affairs of the United
States in Texas, under instructions of the 10th
of March, 1845, presented these sectious of the
resolution for the acceptance of that republic.
I'he executive government, the Congress, and |
the people of Texas in convention, have suc-i
cessively complied with all the terms and con- |
ditions of the joint resolution, A constitation |
for the government of the State of Texas, |
formed by a convention of deputies, is here—f
with laid before Congreess. It is well known, |
also, that the people of Texas at the polils have
accepted the terms of annexation, and ratified
the constitation,

I commuuicate to Congress the correspond-
ence between the Secretary of State and ouy |
charge d’affairs in Texas ; and also the cor-/

respondence of the latter with the authorities |

of Texas; together with the offical documents'
i

The terms of annexation which were offer- |
ed by the United States having been accepted |

transmitted by him to his own government.

by Texas, the public faith of both parties is
solemnly pledged to the compact of their un-
on.
but the passage of an act by Congress to admit
the State of Texas into the Union upon an
equal footing with the original States. Strong
reasons exist why this should be done at anear
ly period of the session. It will be observed
tnat, by the coostitation of Texas, the exist-
ing government is only continued temporairily
till Congres can act; and that the third Mou-
day of the present month is the day appointed
for holding the first general election. On that
day a governor, a lieuteuant governor, and
both branches of the legislature, will be cho-
sen by the prople. The President of Texas
is required, immediately after the receipt of
official information that the new State has been
admitted into our Union by Congress,10 con-
vene the legislatue; and, upon its meeting, the
existing government will be superseded, and
the State government organized. Questions
deeply interesting to T'exas, in common with
the other States; the extension of our revenue
Jaws and judicial system over her people and
territory, as well as measures of a local char-
acter, wili claim the early attention of Con-
gress; and, therefore, upon every principle of
republican government, she ought to he rep~

resented in that body without uunecessary de l

lay. 1canpot oo earnestly recommend prompt
action on this important subject.

As soon as the act to admit Texas as a State
shall be passed, the union of the two republics
will be consumated by their own wvoluntary
consent, i

“This accession to our territory has been 1
blocodles achievement. Noarm of force has

pacts of Mexico, all diplomatic intercourse
| between the two countries was suspended. [

demanded his passports, He was informed
that the government of the United Suites did |
not consider this joint resolution as a violation
of any of the rights of Mexico, and constifu-
tng no part of her territory or rightful l
sovereignity and jurisdiction. He was zlso
assured that it was the sincere desirve of this|
government to maintait with that of Mexico |
relations of peace and good understanding. |

dress which has been so long and unjustly
withheld. In these views, committecs ol
the two Houses of Congress, in reports
made to their respective bodies, concurr-
cd.  Swuce these proceedings more than

with greal patience, i the hope that a instructed to asce.rlnin the facts of the
returning sense of justice would ultimate | case from the Mexican government, in an
Iy guidc her councils, and that we mighl.? au!hcnhf: and ll_ﬁ!l:lal form, and tppor'. the
if possible, lionorably avoid any hostile | result with as little delay as possible.

Co“i:ion “'l[h hcr. M‘y altention was e&fly d"ec‘ﬂll to ”Iﬂ
negotiation, which, on the fourth of March

erwght years have elapsed, during which, in
additiva to the wrongs then complained of]

That functionary, however, notwithstanding | others of an ag;ra\‘ﬂted character have

these representations and assurances, ubruptly
terminated his mission, and shortly afterwards
left the countrv. Our Envoy Extraordinary
and Minister Plenipotentiary to MeXico was
refused all official intercourse with that go-
vernment, and, after remaining several wonths,
by the permission of his own government, he
returned to the lnited States, Thus, by the

since that time Mexico has, until receatly,
occupied an attitude of hostility towards the
United States—has been marshalling and or.
ganizing armies, issuing proclamations, and
avowing the intention to make war on the
United States, either by an open declaration,
or by imvading Texas Both the Cougress
and convention of the people of Texas in-
vited this government to send an army into
that territory, to protect and defend them

‘again-t the menaced attack. The moment the | i : S
¥ b . ‘terms of ahnexation, offered by the Ulnited | Augnst, 1840. I'heir time was |iaited
Nothing remains to consumate the event, | - A

.came so far a part of our owun country, as to
| make it omr duty to afford such protection and
defence. 1 therefore deemed it proper, as a
| precautionury  measure, to order a  strong
' squadron on the coasts of Mexico, and to con-
'centrate an  efficient military force on the
| western frontier of Texas. Our army was
|ordered to take position i the country be-
[ tween the Nucces and the Dol Norte, and w
repel any invasion of the Texin territory
| which might be attempted by the Mexican
forees. Qur Squadron in the gulf was ordered
Ltc co-operate with the arpy. But Umugh Ous
L army and navy were placed in a posiien to
| defend our own, and the rights ot Texas, they
| were urdered to conanit no act of hostility
against Mexicn, unless she :Ir*tti:nrc_d war. or
'aas herseif the aggressor by striking the
[ first blow, The result has been, that Mexico
| has made No agpressive movement, and e
Vmilitary and naval commanders have exeentes]
| their orders with so much discretion, that the
| peace of the two republics has not been dis-
turbed-

i Texas had declared licr independence, and

| years She Eas had an organized govermment
{ in successtul operation since thao period. Her
seperate e Xistence, 45 an ilnt'lt'p("tlﬂ('u[ State,
| had been recognised by l!‘w l_!uucd‘ ?ilatt:.s and
I the principal powers of Eurepe.  Treates of

maiutained it by hier avms for more than nine |

been committed on the persons and pro-
perly of our citizens. A specisl azent

‘was rent to Mexico in the summer of 1838,
~with full authorily to inuke another and

fival demand for redress, T'he demand
was made, and the Mexican government

_promised to repair the wrongs of which |

we complained 5 and after much delay, a
treaty of mdematty with that view was
conciuded between the two Powers on
the eleventh of April, 1839, and was dnly
ratiiled by both goveruments, By tlis
treaty a jowl commission was created to
adjudicate and decide on the claims of A-
cmerican citizens on the government of
Li\lc-xico. The commission was organized
at Washington on the twenty-fifth day of

Stares, were accepted by Uexas, the latter be- | to eighteen months ; at the expiration of On

which, they had adjadicated and decided
| clatins amounting to two milhions twenty-
 six (thousand ove hundred and thirty-nine
dollars and sixty-eight cents in lavor of
ettizens of the Union against the Mexican
jzovernment, leaving a large amount of
claims mndecided,  Of the latter, the A-
Cmerican commssioners had decided 1n fa-

Lvor of our (izens, —claims amounting to |

ame hundred and twenty-eight thousand
'2ix buadred aod twenty-seven dollars and
eighty-eight cents, which were left unac-
ted on by the umpire authorised by the
trealy. Sl further elaims, amounting to
between three and four nudlions of dollars,
were submitted to the board too late to be
coustdered, and were lell Uhdiﬁpna‘rtl of,
Lhe sum of two mithions tw enty s1x thou-
sand one hosdred and thirty vine dollars
and sixty-eizht cents, decided by the
board, wus a liquidated aid usceriatoed
debt due by Mexico to the claimants, and
tllu.'r(.' was o Justifiable reason for delaying
| Hs payment according lo the terms of the
ticaty. s ot however, paid.  Mexi.
co applied for further indulgence ; and,

commerce and navigation had been concluded | gy that spiit of hiberality and forbearance

with her by different nations, and it hel.tl ht'-. Lwhich has ever marked the policy of the
come manlfeht o the wihinle “l]‘i'l t.h:ll a"_\ !

| further attempt on the part of Mexico to con- | Uiited States towards the repuhlu', the

| IWithout the previous authority of Con|j.g [ found pending at Washington be-
gress, the Executive possessed no power | (yween the United States and Great Britain,
(Lo adopt or enforce adequale remedies for | o the subject of the Oregon territory.—
| the mjuries we had sutiered or do more| Three several attempts had been previously
| than be prepared to repel the threatened | made to settle the questions in dispute be-
(aggression on the part of Mexico, After|tween the two countrics, by negotiation,
our army aud navy had remained on the|upon the principle of compromise ; but each
frontier and coasts of Mexico for many |bad proved unsuccessful.
weeks, without any hostile movement on| 1'hese negotiations took place at London,
her part, though her menaces were con |in the years 1818, 1824, and 1826; the two
Hiaued, | deemed it important to put an | first under the adumistration of M. Mon-
if I s : roe, and the last under that of Mr., Adams.
cend il possible, to this state of lhmgs.—- Th 9 = f 18IS havi ail
With this view, 1 caused steps to be la e hegumman 2 SYng fatied i
P ‘} [ S I _ { accomplish its object, resulted in the con-
' ken, in the mouth of Scplember last, to| o o0 of the twentieth of Octoder of that
ascertain distinetly, and in an aulhe_nllc:lymr. By the third article of that conven-
|form, what the desigus of the Mexican fio, it was “agreed, that any country that

government were 3 whether it was their| .y be eclaimed by either party on the

3'"'8"“"" to declare war, or invade Texas, | north west coast of America, westward of

or whether they were disposed to adjusl | the Stony mountains, shall, together with
'settle, in an amicable manuer, the pending | its harbors, bays and creeks, and the navi-
| dificrence between the two counlncs:—l gation of all rivers within the sanse, be free
the ninth of November, an official anopen for the term of ‘en years from the
'answer was reccived, that the Mexican date of the signature of the present conven-
government consented to renew the di ' tion, 1o the vessels, citizens, and subjects of
[ plomatic relations which had been sus ‘the two Powers; it being WelLﬂ“"di‘fs‘W‘}
'pended in March last, and for that purpose | that this agreement I3 nc;t_to by i
| were willing to accredit a mumister from | 9 the l're-}“d}';ffr?f a“{ claim which, either
the Uunited States.  With a sincere desire a5 'the (Ve high comimcling, paibes Say

: d lafi have to any past of said country; theonly
Lo preserve prace, and reslore re alions ulajcct of the high contracting parties b

|of good understanding between the two )., respect being, to prevent disputes and
| republics, | waived ali ceremony as to the| j;rences among themselves.”

\ - - . .
Lmanner of renewing dlplnmallc' mier The negotiation of 1824 was productive
| course between them ; and assuming the | ¢ o result, and the convention of 13i3

|

Lintistive, on the tenth of November a| . loft unchanged.

L distingmished ciuzen of Louisiana was ap 'The nezotiation of 1826, havine also
= St ' ) %

 pointed Envoy Extraordinary and Mims | failed toctfectan adjostment by compromise,
(ter Plenipotentiary to Mexico, clothed | oqnlted in the convention of Angust the
L with full powers to adjost, and dehmtel}'th, 1827, by which it was agreed to con-
| settle, all pending differences between the | iiue in force, for an indefinite period, the
i two countries, mcluding those of bounda provisions of the third article of the con-
ry between Mexico and the State of Tex | vention of the 20ih of October, ISIS; and
as. ‘The mimster appointed has set out it was further provided. that “it shall be
fon hie misston, and 12 probably by this|competent, huwe}'er, to either of the con-
|time near the Mexican capital.  He has [tracting parties, 1w case f“”‘"ﬂ" should think
| been instructed to bring the negotiation | fit, at any time afier the *"‘)'-i‘:f October,
| with which he is charged to a conclusion | 1838, on giving due notice of 12 rnomlha "i
at the earliest practicable period ; which, | the other cho.mmc"_“glf;:r_ty;nhu 1:“;;;:11!&?

it is expected, will be in time to enable abr?ga.tetbls ;22:3:’ gy nunullm':
me to communicale the resull to Congress i:::i 1%‘:56'“:;‘? after n&g expirm{ou of the
during the preseut session.  Until that) = mr:::gof notice”” In these attewnpts 1o
result 15 known, | forbear to recommend

o l‘lmd s e e et A g i ey, Or overthrow her gpovernment,
has had no P.l':d'" thet'xt'rorzi;l We 2::): ';:;' ! 1::_5(1 hh::' vain  IEven Mexico hl‘l’ht"lf had
oup i S0 EXIRE. Per belrﬂ institutions over a become satisfied of this fuct ; and whilsr -th:-
=r pemopwr A lca: deliberate hom | Gquestion of annexation was pending befare
w‘“c,:‘t:::h pu':,h “t, Wt::el ;rea( principle of the peﬂplc of §exas, daring the past summer,
age « N :
our federative union. ! 1

if we cunsider the extent of territory invol-
ved in the anpexation—its prospective influ-
ence on America—the means by which it has
heen accomplished, springing purely from the
hoice of the people themselves to share the
blessings of our unioh,—the history of the
world may be challenged to l'urnnfh 4 panl!rl-

The jurisdictisn of the United States, which
at the formation of the federal constitation was
bounded by St. Marv’son the Atlantc, has
passed the Capes of Florida,and been peace
fully extended to the Del Norte, In contew piu
ting fhe grandeur of this event, it is not o be
forgotton, that the resalt was achieved in des
pite of the diplomatic interference of Enrope.
au monarchics, Even Frauce—the country l

agreed to recognize the inde pendesce of Texas
on condition that she would not annex hersel!
to any other power,  Fhe ugrecment 1o uc-
knowledge the mdependence of Fexas wh:-:ph-.
er with or without this condition, is conclisive
agalillsl Mexico. Theindepeudence of Texas
18 a fact conceded by Mexico hensell, and she
had no vight or authority o proscribe vestric-
viess a5 to the form of government which
Pex.s might afterwards choose 1o assume.
Bt though Mexico cannot confplaiu of
the United Siates onacconnl ol the shhex
ation of Texas, o 13 10 be vegietiod that
sertous causes of misundesstahdiog e
taweei the two couitites contiiog b exisl

the guvernment ol Mexicu, by & formal act, |

i request was grabled ; and, on the thirteth
ol January, 1843, a new trealy was con-
cluded, By tis treaty 1t was provided
lllml the wterest due on the awards i fa
cvor ol clasnaits ader the convention of

to Congress such ulterior measures of re
dress for the wrongs and injaries we have
v so long borne. as it wonld have heen pro
| per 1o make had wo such negotiation been

: slitu ‘(‘l,
[the cleventh ol Apnl, 1839, should be fstitute

| pard ou the thirtieth of April, 1843 5 and
[that * the poncipal of the said awards,
and the tuterest arising thereon, should be
pard i flve years, in equal instalments
every thiee mouths ;5 the ssid term of five
yeils o commence on the thirtieth day ol
April, 1843, as atorcsard.”  “The iuterest
duc on the thirtieth day of Apnl, 1843,
and the three st of the twenly instal

ments, have been pand,

Congress appropriated, al the last sess
inn, the sum of two hundred and sevenly
five thousand dollars for the payment ol
the April and July iustalments of the
Mexican indemnities for the year 1844.—
“ Provided it shall be ascertained to salis
faction of the American government thal
satd 1nstalments have been paid by the
Mexican government to the agent appoin
ted by the United States to receive the
satve, in such manner as to discharge all
clatm on the Mexican government, and
said ageut to be delinquent in remitting

Seventeen of |
these stalments reman unpaid, seven ol
which aic now due,

adjust the countroversy, the parallel of the
forty-ninth degree of north latitude hadl
been offered by the United States 1o Great
Britain, and 1 those of IS'8 and 18245
with a further cougession of the lree pwvi-
gation of the Columbia niver south of that
latitude. The paraiiel uf the forty-nmth
degree, from the Rocky Mountains to its in-
tersection withthe northwestern-most branch
of the Columbia, and thence down the chan-
nel of that river tothe sea, had been offered
by Great Britain, with an addition of a
small detached ternitory north of the Col-
umbia. Kach of these p opositions had
been rejected by the parties respectively.

In October, 1843, the Envoy Extraordi-
nary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the
United States in London, was authorised
10 nake a sinilar offer 10 those made
1818 and 15260 Thus stoud the question
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