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POETRY.

FOR THE JEFFERSONIAN REPUBLICAN.

Children.
Sport on! sport on! in your joyous mirth
For ye add new lustre to things of earth,

With your radiant brows, and your gladsome smiles,
Aud hearts unscathed by earth’s treach'rous wiles.

Sport on! sport on! ye alone have power,

T'o gladden the heart in its darkest hour;

For cold indeed must that bosom be

Which warms not at sight of your artless glee.

Sport on! sport on! for no lines of sin,
Speak of passions dark, or of guilt within;
And trusting all in your innocence,

You deceive no hearts with a mock pretence.

Sport on! sport on! while your onward way,
Seems unclouded, and bright as a summer's day;
And gather life’s flowers in its early slage,

For they fade with the cares of maturer age.

Sport on! sport on! for your priceless worth,
Is wealihh untold at the household hearth;
For more refined are the joys that flow,
From a parent’s love than aught else below.,

Sport on! sport on! for cold and drear,
Would the brightest scenes of this earth appear ;
Were it not for ihe smiles and the artless glee,
And the sure warm love of infancy.

' DELTA.
Milford, 1842,

GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE.
To the Senate and House of Representatives
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:
(coNcLUDED.)

Connected with the repeal of this law, shovld
be the enforcement of specie payments by the
Boaks. An early day should be fixed for this
event, at leasi as early as the first . of June.—
I'he time, however, is not so material, wheth-
er it be a few months sooner or later, so that
a certain definite and reasonable time be fixed.
Your action on this point, cannot be too prempt
tor the public intevest The community has
heen long enough held jo suspense—let the
fina! issve be at once presented, and it isto be
oned the people and the banks will T= pre-
pated for it when it arrives.

T hose banks which are in a sovnd condition
will conform to the requisitions of the Legisla~
ture, without mueh embarrassment; and those
which are not, will thus be brought to the
touchstone of their merits. The first will
snstain themselves, the latter must take their
fate. As soon ag the produce of the country
Jras found its way_io market in the spring, the
people will be as able :ﬁ any other period,
10 endure whatever ham 'lﬁmhs--ﬁ‘bm this
measure. I do not myself hielieve, that any
inconvenience which can arise from it, will be
greater nor any g like so protracted, as
those which are felt by all classes now.

It seems to me it would b= far better, to
bring matters to & crisis at once, than to suffer

undes the slow, but death-like torpor that has |

already setzed upon all A very few may,
possibly, fall victims a little sponer, who could
ot escape in the end, but the community at
large will ultimately experience effectual re-
liel. Let rashness, violence and injustice be
strenucusly avoided,but no vain hopesor emp.
1y theories should prevent a cool, calm con-
templ ition of ourduty, and a firm and unsha-
ken discharge of it, without turning to the
right hand or to the left. A suspension of
specie pavments is at variance with every
prindple of correct banking.

The forbearance hitherto extended to the
hanks has not been without its uses. It has
enabled the bauks to test their alledged abili-
ty, and to extricate themselves from thieir dif-
hculties, and has added much to the stock of
our experience. It has clearlv demonstrated
that if the banks could not regain public con-
fidence, under the indulgence they have re-
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disposing of the stock she holds in them, I
recommended it in a message communicated
on the 7th March, 1839, on which day the
market price of the said stocks were, for the
Bank of Pennsylvania, $4°6 for $400 paid—
Philadelphia Bank $108} for $100 paid, and
the Farmers and Mechanics Bank $62 for $50
paid. The same recommendation was again
made on the 8th Jan. , 1840, at which time the
following was the price of said stocks—(or
Bank of : Pennsylvania $410; Philadelphia
Bank $994 ; Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank
$54]. A similar recommendation was made
6th Jan, 1841, on which day the following
sales were made, viz: foi Bank of Pennsylva-
nia $412 ; Philadelphia Bavk §100; Farmers
and Mechanics’ Bank 523, makinz the said
stocks, held by the Commonwealth, worth
$2,157,970. By the last sales made during the
present month, the market value of these
stocks are, for Bank of Vennsylvania 1€0—
Philadelphia Bank 48 ; Farmersand Mechan-
ics’ Bark 30 ; making the presen: total worth
of those stocks $902,424 ; by which it is seen
that by the course pursued by the last legisla~
ture, in refusing to authovize a sale, the loss
sustained by the state, en those stocks, amounts
1o the formidable sum of 1,255,546 dollars. |
renew the same recommendation to you, for
the reasons given, from tim= to time, in my
several communications on that subject.

Before 1 dismiss the subject touching the
banks, 1 desire to call vour attention to the po-
licy of rechartering banks, by the legislature,
during the present session, at all. When a
charter for a bank has been granted to a num-
ber of individuals, for a fixed period of time,
there is no express or implied obligation to
renew it.  On the contrary, the very limita-
tion shows that its existence is to be termina-
ted at the time designated. Its stockhclders
know this, and cannot complaiv it neld to their
bargain. The condition of banks nevev is
known till they are wound up and closed.—
Their mode of doing business, enables them
to defy public scrutiny, and to acquire 2 credit
and standing to which they may not be justly
entitled. Frauds and irregulirities of vears
perpetration ase concealed from the eye of
the public, till a final settlement of the con-
cerns of the bank is made. Little knots of
persons confederate and gather iound these
institutions,—reap the bencfit of their exist-
tFnce,mmonopolize their advantages, and per-
Setuate their power. We seldom find amon
them the energy, intcllect and enterprise o
the community, but those who derive their
consequence from their combinations sanction-
ed and invigorated by the law. [ €annot think
such a system as this of perpetvating these
corporations, congenial to our free institutious.
It establishes monopolies of the mosi odious
kind, because not limited in duration. 1f the
business of the community really requires the
aid of a bank, insteac of renewing the charter
of the one apout to expire, establish a new
one. Let its subscription books be open to all,
and if it be advantageous, let all share 'n its
enjoyment, who may choose to de o0, and if
not advantageous let all participate iv bearing
the burthen,

Besides it is not 2 fi* time to rencw bank
charters, or to establish new ones. The pub-
lic mind is not settled on this subject, nor can

we fully appreciate the soundness or unsound-

ness of the banking system, until a resump-
tion of specie payments takes pluce. Let the
recommendations 1 have now submitted to
you, be adopted, and let us wait a vear at
least to judge of their reselts. “This experi-
ence will essentially aid future legislation, and
peruaps rescue us from fatal errors. . The his-
tory of the legistation of this Commonwealth,
in regard to banks, is a succrssion of plausible
theorics; let us herealiter rest on the solid ba-
sis of enlightened experience. Then may we
hope to escope the rock, oa which all our
banks are now temporarilv shipwrecked. |
hope and trust most, it not all of them, are
able to resume specie payments ; but it is im~
possible to know rhis, ov to confive i their
ability and disposition to do so, unless we have
the proot, which they alone can furnish. The
public has ceased to yicld its credit to any
corporate pretensions, which are not support-
ed by cerresponding acts. ; J have appended
several tables connected w'th this subj=ct, as
aflording matters of convenient reference,

The general subject of creating and regula-
ting corporations, is so intimately blended wich
thatof the banking institutions of the Com-s
monwealth, as to claipy a place next in our
consideration, 1 nave remarked in formner
messages, that the creation of corporations for
all purposes, has been carried to a fearful ex-
tent in this State. Year alter vesr they have
been springeth up around us on all sides, and
are rapidly becoming campetitors with indis

ceived, the system on which they are founded | viduals in all sorts ol business. When confis
is essentially unsound. and requires thorough | ned to their legitimate parposes, such as the

amendment or extirpation. \We have wit-
nessed, too, under its mfluence the most ex-
araord nary changes take place, without any
sudden or general convulsion, A bank of 35

|construclion ot canals and railroads into our

fertile interior, and yich mineral regions, |

'shall not utter a word of complaint ; bat to
(this limit, strictly should they be restrained.

anillions capital hos exploded and gone down | Phe increase of corporations isa growing evil,

th the midst of us, comprehesding within its |

I have again and again cautioned the Legislas

sphere of busiaess, the most extensive rela- | ture against the granting of corporate privi-

fions, both with individuals and  with ‘other
bauks, wichout making more than limited por-
tiogs of the Commonwealth feel the blow with
uppfessive weight. Looking, therefore, at all
these considerations, the indulgence hereto-
fore given to the banks, furnishes the strong-
est reason in favor of the course I suggest, and
fully justifies its adoption,

I have recommended to three several legis

leges ; 1 cannot oo strongly impress this cau-
tion u},un your minds. On refe ring to the
acts of the last legislature, we find the grant
of corporate privileges to have been free and
almost indiscriminate. So much so, that of
147 laws enacted, more than one third were
either acts of inc,nr]mralion, of acts supple-
mentary thereto, | adhere to the opinion,
herewofore expressed, that corporations cught

latures the propriety of sclling the stock which
the State owns in the Bank of Pennsylvania,
the Philadelphia Bauk,and the Farmers and
Mechanics Bank, and used every argument
that I could bring to bear upon the subject, to

never to be created, where the object to be
accomplished is within the probable reach of
individual exertion. They absolve men from
personal liability, and may tend, by unduve
combinations and concentrated action, to em.
barrass the operation of government, and in-

convince them ol the propriety of separating
the Comménwealth from the Banks, and of |

terfere with the popular sovereignty, Letthe

o et

present Legislature set ilie example o1 resist~
ing these monopolizing eucroachments. I
the propriety of ihis course was ever doubt-

ful, the experience of a tew years past has dis-
- sipated all doubt, and cleaily maiked out the

path of daty.

« On this subject, there is another matier
which has been repeatedly brought under my
notice. | allude to the extension of the auth-
ority. to creaie corporations for various purpo-
ses, conferred on the courts of cummon pleas,
by the 13rh, 14th,[15th und 16th scctions of
the act of the 13th of October, 1840, entitled
“ An aci relating to orphans® court and for
other purposes.” Charters of incoporation
are procurcd under this aw, on application to
the respective courts of common pleas, with-
out being subjected to any other vestraint or
control than ineit own hasty perusal., Notice
to be sure, is directed to be given, but that is
of little avail, 7 here is no common standard
for the whole Siate, as was the case when
these charters were to be approved by the
Attorney General and the judges of the su-
preme court, and ¢nrelled in the Department
of State, at the seat of Government, Under
the old system therc was uniformity -in the
provisions containcd in these chaviers ; but
pow. under this new law, the discretion of dif-
ferent courts may essentially wiffer, and alti-
mate confusion cannot fail to ensue, 7These
domestic corporations, as they may be called,
are of great service to the public. bui it may
be fairly questioned whether it will not detract
from their uses to render their creation a mat-
ter too veady and unchecked, I ‘nvite vour
sttention to this subject, and if vou should
agree with me in opinion, it will be casy tore-
move ul! ground of compliint, by restoring the
power of granting these charters to the hands
in which it has been sufely lodged for up-
wards of half 2 century. The delsy and in-
convenience ol the old system were fully coun-
terbalanced by the ceriainty. consistency and
uniformity of the corporate powers and privis
leges enjoyed by the corporations croated.

- The Legislature, by the act of 16th June,

1856, ronferrved equity, or chamecry powers, |

on our supreme couri, courts of common pleas
andl district courts, in certair specified cascs,

election or appointment is aot therein provided
for, shall be ¢lected or appointed as shall be
directed by law. ‘There has been no legislu-
live action on this subject, so far as regards
the offices of Surveyor General, Secretary of
the Land Office. and Auditor General, since
the adoption oi that instrument. As thecom-
missions of the present incumbents will expire
on the 10th of May next,i: would seem to be
a suitable time for providing by law for he
tenure of those cfficers. . They, with the Sec-
retary of thie Commonwealth, constitute what
is psnally dencmeaated the:cabinet, und the
Executive is answerable to public opinion for
the manner in which they perform their du-
tics ; vet under the existing laws he possesses
no powe: ol vemoving them, even for the most
palpable dereliction of duty, during the time
for whi.h they arve commissioned. ) respect-
fully commendl this subject to your atiention,
and that those cfficers be placed, as to tenure,
on ihe same footing as the constitution has
placed that of the Secretary of ihe Common-
wealth. :

So. far as respects the office of Attorney
Cencral, it seems proper that the tenure
shovld remain as it is. 11 is in truth a conrmon
law office-——the incumbent is the legal adviser
of the Governor and heads of department,
and is the legal hand by which the Lxecutive
functions are pcr formed. -

The duty will, probably devolve on vou to
make provision for the eleetion of representa
tives 10 represept this State in the Congress
of the United States. As soon as Congress
shall huve decided on the apnortionment ac-
cordipe io the lasi census, aotime hall be lust
to lay the sume before you,

The rcport of the Superiutendent of commorr
schools will put you in possession of the state
and condition of out colleges, academies, female
seminaries and schools. The general evil, of
whiclh we have just cause to complain_ is the
incompetency of many of those employed as
teachers. The compensation to them is gener-
ally low, and vet it is generally more than ma-
ny of them can earn as teacliers, if the posses-
sion of knowledge and the capacity to impart it,

' be requisitte for those entrusted with the moral

and mental teaining of the rising geveraiion.—

T'here are also certain othrr enactments, on | Upon this, and upon all other subjects connect-
the same subject, in the 39th section of ths | ed with the important work of education, T must
actof 13th Junc, 1840, and perbaps i othea ' refer you to the report and documents which the
acts. liis stated thai some of the provisionr supecintendent will furnish, and shall only re-
of these varovs laws are incongruous, that the mack, that I will most cheerfully co-operate in
jurisdiction conferrved is not expressly defined, any and all measures. which shall place the
and it has been decided by the supreme court | means of acquiring a sound and practical edu-
that the parties aggrieved have no redress by | cation within the reach of all the children of
appea! from the inferior tribunal to the su- | the Commonwealih—elevate the character, and
preme court, or by writ of error from the lat- | improve the qualifications of our teachers, and
ter to the former. If it be deemed advisable | enlarge the usefulness, and increase the bene-
to retain the features of these enactments in  fits to-be derived from eur colleges, academies

cur jurispredence,ir would seem requisiie that and seminaries.

A sound education, under

the evils complaiaed of should be removed by | proper moral and religious training, is the best

legislative enacimient.

lagacy a parent can bequeath to his child, and

1 would also recommend an examination in- | the best provision. a patriot can make to secure
to the siate and coudition of the extent and  the permanence of republicanism in iis purity
business of the several judicia! distriets of this | To our system of common schools, alone, can

Commonwealth, so that the amount of labor
of the several president Judges, some of whom
are ar present overburdened, may be n some
measure equalized,

There ave complaipts of the accumulation
of business in thewourts of the ciry and coun.

we lvok as the means of impariing this educa-
tion; and on this systein, at last, as the corner
stone, must we rest our free institutions, and
our best hopes, to see them descend unshaken,
to those who come after us.

The duties ol the - Superintendent of Public

ty of Philadelphia, and especially of the diffi- | Schools have become so onerous, as to occupy
culiy of reaching, in a veasonable time, the !almost the entire attentioa of the incumbent,
triul of causes ai zisi frrius in the supreme and to leave him but liitle time to devote to the

courtf,

‘This last is said to arise from the iime | other duties of Secretary of the Commonwealth.

that the court is necessary obliged to devote | I respectfully recommend this subject to your
to the busivess in hand, where they have to|consideration. and whether a regard to the pub-

decide appeals and wriis of error.  Wheiher
such compluints be well founded oy nct, I am
not prepared to’say. A careful examination

into the whole subjcct, and such enactments as |

lie interest does not require a separation of the
duties of - Superintendent, from that of Secreta-
ry of the Commonwealth.

I cannot but repeat what 1 said in my first

shall be found necessary to meei any evilsthat Lapyual message, that we are inneed of a proper
may exist in the administration of justice, and | eysiem of school books, to be used in our schools
give to cvery one an opporionity of speedily i gad which should be composed by competent

trying his cause, is respec fully recommended.

it is often mude the subject of complaint,
that the decisions of the supreme court are
not published uncder the supervision of a re-
porter appeinted by auvthority of law. Ithink
1t is worthy vour inguiry, whether the pablic
interest would not be promoted by providing
for the appointment of such a reporter, who
shall be responsible to the public for the man-
ner ia which he discharges his daty.

Complaists continue to be made in many
couanties of the manver of selecting jurles.—
Unless some additiona! guard be thrown
around this inestimable right, public confidence
in the trial by juvy will be murch diminished
This most wise and venerable of all human
and social institutions, must be guarded against
the possibility of encronchments, and this long
boasted bulwark of liberty protected from
prostitution to purposes noi intended by the
constitution. | therctorerecommend that the
jusors be ctually selected by the judges of
the court of common pleas, ot some two of
them, tog=ther with lll(’ sheriff and that they
be drawo by them in open court, or that some
other provision be made, that the trial by jury
may be respected and effectually secored.

The laws relative to colleteral inheritances
imperativcly call for a revision, in order to in-
sure the collection of money from that source.
I respectfully recommend the adoption of the
amendment snggested in a former communi-
cation, to enjoin it vpon the registers of wills
to enquire oi all execators and administrators
on oath, at the time of granting letters, wheth-
er the estate of their estator, pr intestate, will
be, in their oninion, the subjict of the laws
relative to collateral inheritances, und that the

register give notice of all such to.the attorney.

geneval, or his deputy, whose duty it shall be
to make a record thereof, and cuforcing the
collection, from time to time, of the moneys
arising thevefrom, and hand over his.record wo
hit successor in office.

The eighth sectign of the 6th article of the
co.stirution provides that all officers, whose

1
heats.

persons for the instruction of the youths of Penn-
sylvania; such a course, as would tend proper-
[y to. impress our youih .wiih a due regard for
our ow i Commonwealth, and endear ber to.their
Her position, wealth and intelligence;
the admirable and free system of our laws; ler
unwavering patriotism and devotion o repub-
lican principles; her distinguished philanthropy
and benevolence, entitle her, in a pre-eminent
degrce, to the love and veneration of her chil-
dren, who shou'd be early tavght 1o estimate her
oreat characteristics. c

The twenty-thitd section of the iiss! ariicle
of the constitution of this Commoawea'ih pro-
vides that “every bill that sbhall have passed
both llouses shall be presenied to the Gov-
ernor. If he approve he shail sign it, but if
he shall not approve, he shall rveturn it, wiih
his ohjections to the house in which it ori-
ginated, who shall enter the objections at large
I;PULI the journals, and proceed to consider it.”
T

12 section then proceeds to provide, that sueh

bill, so returned, shall not become a law, unless
two-thirds of each house, shall, on a call of the
yeas and nays,agrec to pass the Lill. - This pro-
vision was inserted in our eonstitution of 1700

1 and retained in that of 1838, from a conviction

of its use, as well as necessity, It was wten-
ded for the protection of the people agaiost has-
ty. improvident, and improper legislavion. The
constitution, while it gives to the two houses
the right to prepare, to amend, and pass the
several bills, still makes the Executive an de-
tve constituent part of the legislative power.
This concurrence, in acts of legislation; is re-
quired to te expressed in an approbation of the
att proposed. When he conscientiously be-
lieves that the proposed measure is wrong, he
would be reprehiensible, were he to give an ap-
probation he does not feel. Deriving his power
and authority directly from the people ol the
whole State, bis interposition of the veto power
may be essentially necessary, to preserve the
interest of the Commonwealth, from the opera-
tions of local causes. Whatsoever reasons,
however, induced the imposition of this duty

vpon the Fxecative originally, it is epovgh to
say, that the duiy is enjoined i eur organic
law, and 1 believe wisely. It has beeun my lot,
#s well as that of all my predecessors, I believe;
on several occasions, 10 exercise the power thus
conferred. I have always done so with due de-
Jibe -ation. and only when the exigencies vl the
ovcasion furnished to me very saiisiactory rea-
sons for so doing. Tt s, liowever,a power which
I have never hLesitated to oxercise. when duty
required it at my hauds. - During the last ses-
sion of the legislature, 1 was obliged to cxer-
cise this power oftener than therefore. 1 did
so at a time, when wy conduct was about to -
dergo the ordeal of public opinien, and there
seemed to be a disposition 1o make the exercise
of this power, @n itnporiant issve before the peo-
ple. That isste was had, and the resvlt has
expressed the voice ol the public upon it, in a
way not easily misenderstood.

Had the duty, thus enjoined by the coustitu-
tion upon the Executive, Leen freely and fear-
lessly performed, in the eacly legislation upen
the subject of our imérpal improvements, we
should not be involved in debt 1o the extent we
are, and there would not have been millions of
dollars expended vpon.works of doubiful utility,
or of minor public importance. Our muin and
leading avenves of julercommunication alove,
would have Leen coastructed and the Siale
saved from all danger of being dishonoured by
failing to meet her engagements. Far be it
from me to 1efiect on my predecessois. but it is
our duty to grilier wisdom from evperience, and
to avoid, as much as possible, the repetitition
of error.

In the months of June and August next, tie
commissions of the milnitia officers within this
Commounwealth will expire by their own limita-
tion. It would, therefore, seem 1o be a fit time
to take up that very impoitant, but much alused
subject. One of our most important duties is o
cherish and encouvrage the true military spirita-
mong our cilizén soldiers. Inwar, and 1 all tyy-
ing emergencies on them we must rely, chiefly
to protect our homes and firesides from aggres-
ston—-our national honour from iusvlt.—~aud our
liberiy from desiruction. It is too much the
habit of some, who should know better, to
decry and underrate our miiir and volun-
teers. Those who remember their services
in the revolution and the late war, with Great
Britain, entertain a very different opinion.
Let the organization of volunicer companies,
be promoted,; - let them te furnished with
arns and Jaccoutrements,—let them devole
all the time 1hey can spare 1o the acquisition
of miliary dv cipl ne, und they will soon si-
lence the voice of censure and of prejudice,
and sirengthen the arm of cur national de-
fence. : s ‘

A convention was held within the last sea-
son fur the purpose of devising and recom-
mending a more effective military system,
and the resuh of their labors will shortly be-
laid before you; in relation to which I rake
occasion 10 say, that the opinions of that
convention, combining as it does much of the
talent, experience and military knowledgze
of the country, will be entitled to, and doubt--
less will receive at your hands, the most re-
spect{ul consideration. American freemen
should never lose sight of the solemn injunc-
tion of the father of our country, in time of
peace prepare for war,”

The geclogical survey of the State is near-
ly complered,—ihe past season having bro’t
the-exploration 1o a elose. As soon as the-
field work can be reduced to shape, the Staie
geologist will, this winter, enter upon the
preparation of his general report, intended t2
embody the resubis of the whole survey.—
While the final report is in progress, the en-
graving of the maps and drawings, which
will require e, and the arrangements of
the State c4lineis, as far as they are in rea-
diiess, migat be wdvantageously commenced.
‘ ¢ woik can be put to press
beivic ihe wiect 1 ol the next legislature, it
seems w!visable thui provision should be now
made, (or pieparing and publishing the de--
tails. "This very important survey, devélo)-
ing the nature aud extent of ovur immense
mineral rescurces, having been prosecuted
steadfasily to its completion, sound policy
and economy certainly require that the re-
sult should be embodied and published with
all possible despatch.

. 'The enormous amount of capital. invested
in our various works of internal improvement,
to render them productive. . ‘There is one
matier counecied with this subject, 1o which
I desire 10 cali your earnest attention. The
experience of every year proves more clear-
ly the necessity of our action upon it. | a}-
lude 1o the removal of obstructions fron: 1.«
chanuel of ihe. Obio river. The .gever |
government has several times direeted it~ 1
quiries into this measure, but has never .
undertahen the effectual execution of the i
jeet, . It is a measure in which Pennsyli«
niais most deeply, but yot alone intereste”
The great and growing western and sogl.
weslern states, embiccing nearly the entir
valley of the Mississippi and its tributarie~,
have a direct and abiding interest in its spe: .
dy cowpletion, as well as Pennsylvania. Fo
the importanut national purposes,.of transpor:
mg\‘lhn mail, for transferring armies, and co: -
veying the munitions of war, it is of quils
as greal woment.  Indeed it addresse..
itsell 1o every duty, siate and matienal, »:.
appeals to every interest that should cui.
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