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A RACE FOR LIFE.

A gun ts beard at the dead of night,
“Lifenoat ready ™
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Henr shi < ki per chiesr and say,
“Up with her, la s, and 1T her
All tuge her!

Unidentided

ONE EASTER SUNDAY.

“urist the Lord is risen to-day,
of men and angels say,

Halse sour ) s and 1rivmphs bigh,

Sing ve roavens, and carth repiy.”

‘ Ve hiave never lost a letter before!
pever! '

[ mean to send John & telegram in
the morning. but don't worry mother,
He'll come sll right.*

The stmall honss in Washington was
still as slecp itself. ‘I'he noises on the
a'reet wers growing less and less.  The
clock on the muntel was striking twelve,
A vooug g rl looked outthe window to-
ward the Capitol. The marble walls,
and steps, glittered in  the moonlight
She locked the door, and turnedto har
mo her, wit: a preténce of a smile,
Pain and tronble hwd darkened the
fine lines nbont lLer eves, and anx-
ious thounghts secmed to lie on Ler
lips, unsjolen. )

The little mother was s helpless in
valid, snd John ber only son and sup
port, was in business in New York,
He had & better offer, than in Wash-
iogton, where bis father had died some
years before. Dot it was hard for ha-
wan love to be patient with circom
stances like there, The weekly letter
and remittunce bhad fuiled to come,
bi.ls were due, and money needed.

] kpnow one Little wownan who must
be asleep in just ifteen minutes, lettera
ar no letters!”

“Yeu dear,” sizhed the mother “John
has never forcoiten, aud we'll hear in
the morning.”

Willinm Baxter had loved Julia
Holmes ever sinee he conld remember,
After Lier falher's death, his devotion
to ber f[umily wns entire. He loved
them with logalty and unselfishness,
and when s fine business wua opened
to him in Denver, Le accepted it asa
speedy way to clasim them for his own.
His love was direet, simple and sincere
in its devotion. Tomorrow he was to
say good-bye, and to-morrew John's
letter was (o come. The rent was daoe,
the bills must be paid. The intensity of
the girl's thonghis kept her eyes from
sleep, und ber heart from rest, but the
morrow csme; with weariness and a
keen sense of puin, she saw the san
rise, and the new day begin. Her
lover thought be had never se«n her so
beautiful. ‘Lhe scarlet spots on her
chesks, and the intensa light in her
brown eves, but her hands were hot as
she held them, snd her scarlets lips
were so tremulous.  Better —Oh berter
to love her a thousand miles sway, than
to be unable to give her s good home,
and belp care for the little mother!
It was the Lest! ‘L'he going wuas best!
His nndyiug love, his help, his conr-
mge, his strength, his life for ber and
hers—spaces —silences —disiances—all
would melt nway in love for ber, and
80 they said good-bye. )

It scemed to the young girl, that
life was too hard, but then God was
very strong, and and His promises to
the widow nnd the fatherless very faith-
fal.

“*Holmes? Holmes? They must have
moved away; used to live here,” said
the old postmun to the new; “‘Mother
and daughter. Fina people, too.
But that was long ago.”

The Dead letter Offica is & gneer

old place and full of interest. A large
room is surronuded by a wide gallery,
supported by spiral columos An cpen
staironse connects it with the lower
offica. Women work in this narrow
lace and are sadly crowded. In the
arge room below sit elderly men,
opening dead letters, which they are to
re-direct. They are the most honest
sod reliable men to be found. Every
yeur nearly 4,000,000 dead letters are
received,und 1n one year 3,000 letters
eame in withont one mark on the en-
velope! 4,000 blank letters! All day
loug, Summer and Winter, immense
bags are tossed off the elevator, flled
with “freasures gone astray.” 1f pos-
sible to trace the owners after the as-
sorting, they are returned, but vast
piles accumulste, nutil once in four
years they are sold at anction.

The procceds are deposited in the
United States Treasury. There is no
other place in our couniry so ourions
as these large closets, filled to the eeil-
iog with precions keepsakes from the
rich and poor, young aand old: love
tokens from over the sens, tiny packages
from far off lands, coming only to nnd
the dear one—dend or gone with ne
clue. Everybody attendsthese anctions,
eadly, eurtonaly and with a strange
in erest. Whole wardrobes for some
dsinty baby, precious tokens from
mothers to wandering boys and girls,
beantifal gifts for some Lappy bride,
jewels of every description, with no end
of dolls* quilts, sihippers, caps and
robes. CUne grest book lies on a table,
filled with photographs of soldiera
During and after the war one's heart
would break to see the pale, sorrow/ful
women, searching this book for their
own.

But thisday, the anction wenton and
on. In the corner of thestifling, crowded
room, a man stood leaning sgainst
the wall, watcling the sales. He was
slightly gray nnd his broad shonlders
stooped a trifle.  He studied the faces
of the buyers, and looked at the old
photosruphs asif he might have lost
some one. Deftly and quickly, the
packages were tossed abont as
pames were called, and the bayers

id for them, He had hstened for an

our—all strange names

*Julia Holmes! Miss Jnlia Holmes!"
Did his ears deceive him? He sprang
forward, as if strnok. He stepped
olose to the avctivneer. *‘Starts at a

L LIES

dollar, twe difixrs—do I heez, thres
dolinre? Yhree dollars. Going, going,
gvne—gone at three dollare™
The stranger held the package
n eab, and was driven
to his bolel. When his room was
reasched and the door locked, he cut
slowly opened his precions bondle.
knee, both hunds grasping the strong
bgmrn paper, and a flush crept np to
Lis forchead. At last he lifted s daint
white shawl, a lace scarf, some hand-
kercnicfs, with *“Julia Holmes," writ-
ten bolaly in the corner of each, a
pretty eap for an old lady, and two
pairs of slippera;—one for the little
mother, the other for the tall sister.

There was no littleness, ro weak-
ness, in the face of the man who held
the long slender shoe np to his face,
and kissed it reverently, and pressed
his bowed head agninst the bundle, and
groansed amlond. It was only a sharp
pang in the battle of life,

“There must be some cluel some
date, some sign! Oh Godl! Four
Fenrsl but I will ind her!”

Every precions article was shaken
carcfully. It flashed through Lis mind
to go back to the office, ana in ex-
amine the records and the letter books.
Money letters hava five different
records before leaving the office, nnd
are checked and connter-checked, so as
to make thett impossible. If not
claimed at the end of three months,
the money is put iuto the U. 5.
Treasury snbject to the eall of the
owner. [Every cent is kept sacredly.

For hours, the stranger examined
with the proper officials, Index Books
in the Mouey Branch. ‘They went
throngh the distributing offiees; notel
all the reeords; and at last to the usme
of John E. Holmes, was recorded the
sum of one hondred dollars.  And that
wae sll. Back to the Return Brunch;
to the Apppropristion C.erk, whoss
business it is to trace letters, give
dates and information. They simply
fonnd that the moncy had been sent
from John E. Holmes to Miss Julia
Holmes, one weck after the stranger
uad gone to Denver.

And that was four years ago.

A lute dinner at the hotel. A dreary
lonely evening at the Capital wander-
ing np and down the svenues. He had
mude impossible inguiries—at the old
house, the whole street; had honted np
the Doector, the grocer and butcher,
who had hved nenr the Holmes'

“Mrs. Holmes had suddenly died,
and Miss Juita had gone with the re-
muins to their old home somewhere.
Never came buck.”

People lived 1o the small honse close
by the Capitol, aud children played by
the open door. The snmmer birds
chattered familinrly in the trees, and
the stranger tovk off his hat, and wan-
dered up and down in the quiet street,
like one looking for the dead. He
silently prayed for the woman whose
life bud shpped away from Lim, and
the summer sky—ihe great white
dome, the busy cily at s feet, nll
recmed to him like silent witnesses of
their solemn pledge for Iife—for death,
anid now—which wonld it be?

He went to his room. He smiled as
if a littie chald spoke to him, as he an-
folded each articloof the package again,
He held them in his fingers and folded
them more closely, tied them with
twine and pot them in bis tronk.

“How is it that one ean fret—-and
smother, and suffocate, such days as
these? How roomy and cheerfal the
schoolroom is, Mrs. Porteristoogoodio
me, the elnldren, bless their noisy, good-
for-nothing littie voices nnd  ways,
they are just full of life—2ifs, the sort
ot life oue should have in snch a world
a8 this, the same life that chokes me
sol Oh how can I ever live? ever be
worth living to anyone? and in this
beantifnl home.”

Some things can never be deseribed,
The longing and norest in the girls
eves, the pitiful qoiver of the lips, and
the uueasiness n the whole body as
ghe leaned her arms on her desk, wnd
buried ber face in her hands, Outside
the sun broke over the Maryland hills;
the flitting clonds passed over the blus
sky, The children shouted and
laughed; and their mother was singing
a little song to the baby ns be lay in
his ecarringe in the sweet spring air,
and she picked the golden erocuses in
the gurden beds,

To morrow wonld be Easter Snnday,
Her pot of lilies stood ou the window
sill. The children brought them from
market. A big pileher was on her
desk, all ready for ehnrch in the morn-
ing. How swet they werel How the
tirds sang and the budsof Spring were
on the mapls trees. But when the
heart is desolate, how pitiful the hum
of happy lifel

“Mixs Julin, there's a man coming in
the gute. Mama has gone to the garden
-nlls.\hry is shaking the rugs, shall I
go to the door?”

Without lifting her head Miss Julia
replied, *Yes Poliy, and if he askes
for your Mama run and call her.”

Windows opened upon the wido ver-
anda, the school room was at its ex-
treme end. The eclatter of little feet
failed to attract the teacher’s attention,
for the children always plaved there.
Polly pushed the window wide open,
and exclnimed, **Miss Jalin the man
didn’'t want to see mama, he wanted

on!"”

Pushing her tambled hair quickly
back, aud starting to her feet, Miss
Julin met the etranger st the open

window. Two people mever exactly
kne what was said in five or ten
minntes!

Mrs. Forier came leisurely in from
the garden with hor hands full of ero-
onses for her friend. Oa the couch
lay Miss Julia, white as s snow drist,
and u strange man was koeeling bes de
her, with her face on his bresst, and
astonishing adjectives were falling off
his lips, and poor little Polly stood
erying with all her micht, and a big
camphor bottle was in her hands, that
hid evidently been asked for, but had
been forgotten, '

Mrs, Porter stepped quickly toward
the conch, laid her hand on Miss Julia's
oold face, and said, ““It is Willium.”

'Lhe atranger reflmd. “Oh, it is a
miracle, bat nave killed her? Can
joy kill any one?

“No—po—let me take care of her,
just a minuate, she'll be better, see, the
eolor is coming. Polly run for Mary,
asnd some wpter.” They rabbed ber
bands, rolled the counch to the veranda
window, and soon the blood leaped to
the white chesks and lips, and
mgnin  the strapger held her in
his arms, and she langhed and
sobbed and elasped her hands
abont his neck, not ouce offering to
Eu.—-h Inm away. Little Poliylaughed and

er mamms wiped away her own tears,
us she laid her hand on the stranger's
shoulder and thanked God that the
lost was found. Kisses rained upon
the girlish lace, her ey2s and cheeks,
and mouth. They talked and lasughed,
‘apd the strange story of four long
' years was incoherently told.

The little mother died.

alzirudily and hurried to the street. | hospital, and soon after his death was
w

| was nnexpectedly ordered to Oharles-
' ton, where he was takea with

ellow
favar. After her mother’s gﬂ!ill,
Julin went to nurse her brother in the

prostrated with the fever horself. For
months the Sisters nursed her, and

| after long delirium, letters were sent t¢
the string with his pocket-knife, and to Denver, but the address was wrong.

“‘There was no such man to be found,”

For some minntes he let it lie on his | and soshe had lived with the Sisters,

nursed, tanght and stroggled with lone.
liness and desolation. Mra. Porter, »
yeuar before had fcund the beantiful girl
while in the South one Winter, and
bronght her to the lovely summer home
on Georgetown Heights. Her lover had
met Colonel Porter in some of his wan:
derings, and chaneced to speak of Mist
Holmes ard her mirsculous escape
from the ternible fever,

In the beauty and dignity of love
and love's own fulfillment, two people
at least, wont into the pretty stone
chapel to worship one Easter Sunday,
The girl was yonng and fall of quiel
grace and loveliness, On the bosom
of her soft v gown, she wore a buoch
of Easter lilies, and carried one lo
stemmed lily in her hand. She look
radiant and the stranger walked and
knelt beside her. His face was a reve-'
lntion of joy! Itis quite safe to say
they worshipped as they had never
done bafore,

The lilies were tonched with brightrl
ness from ihe sunshine through the

old and erimson of the windows |
The voices of the singers were like in-
visible angels, and all sang together in
God's house the old chant:

“Now, Christ !s rleen, let all rejoloe!™

and by and by theservice closed, the lit.
tle sparrows chirped in the eaves of the
old stone chapel, and the sun shone on
the glistening ivy, and they two walked
ount into a beantiful world, s new
world, with an Euster joy and glory in
their sonls “the world koew not of." |
‘e chareh bells dropped their notes
like songs, the hittle ohildren talked ir
rhythm, and arain they sang:
“Christ the Lord {4 rizson to-duy,
Sons of men and Angels sy,
Raise your joys and triumphs high,
Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply.”
MARGABET BPEXCER,
April, 1892, Washington, D, C,

Autignity of the Carpenter’s Plane,

A vwery interesting discovery has
been made ot the Roman oity of Sil
chester. The excavators came across II
dry well, which, on being explored,
proved quite s musenm of antiguities.
Some Biteen feet down, a correspond.
ent says, the diggera found an urn-;
shaped pottery vase, about n foot in|
lengtlh, quite intact, and enriouuli{
enough, protected by lumps of ohal
built around it. The vase, which prob-
ably contained some precious sub
stane2, was, however, quits empty.

Above it were deposited a great nnm:
ber of iron implements, most of which
were 1o & wonderful state of preserva:
tion. They seem to bave been the
tools of & carpenter or silversmith,
with some miscellaneons objects ol
bincksmith's work thrown in. The
principul specimon is a carpenter’s
plans of quite modern type, althoagh
unguestionably more than fifieen
hundred years old, three or four axes
retaining their fine cutting edges and
quite serviceable, s number of chisels
und gonges.of all shapes and sizes,
hammers. adzes, saws, files, ete,

In the smith's department may be
specified a brazier for borning char
conl, qnite complete; two or thrasa an-
vils of different sizes and shapes, & fine
pair of tongs adspted for lifting cra-
cibles, & curions tripod eandelabrum
lamp, or candlestick, and several othe:
curious objects, the precise use ol
which have not ¥et been determined.
In addition there are several large
Pars of iron.  Probably more will be
fonnd deeper down inthe well.  Thas it
undoubtedly the most important find
at Silchester since the discovery of the
hronze Homan eagle, now at Strath-
fieldsaye, some vyears ago.

THE FLOWER CALENDAR.

APHIL,

I soften with my sunshine and my showers
To heart of earth; with thoughts of love )
¢ glide
Inta the henrts of men; and with the hours
Upon the Bull with wreathed horns 1 ride.

1 open wide the portals of the Spring

To welpome the procession of the flowers,
With thelr gny banners, aud the Uirde tha

singe

Thelr song rSrongs from their nerinl towers

Tive Poct's Calendar. — Longfellinp,

Welcome, thrice welcome to this, the
month of smiles and tears! We can for.
give her for the «days when she hidea
her face in clouds, for the sake of the
blithe davs when the rain ceases and
the sun shines ealling the Howers from
the ground.

Happy children wander in the woode
gathering bloe and pink hepaticas,
nodding spring beanties, bonny wake
robins and feathery ferns and we tnrni
to our garden bods and plan for the
Summer's campnign among the flowers.
Here befure snowdrop and crocus bel
gin to wither comes the “Talip race,
where beanty plays her idle freaks.”™
This flower grows naturally on the
banks of the Bosphorus and the Tarks
consider it the emblem of *‘Incon-|
staney.’ "Another ehild of April is the
beantifnl Hyacinth, fabled to be the|
flower sprung from one of the mytho-
logical characters,

Milton records the incident as fol-
lows*

“Apolio, with unwitiing hand,
Whilome did slay his dearly loved mate,
Young Hyuecinth, the pride of Spartan land,

But then transformed bim to & purple
flower.™

By cnltivation, the hyacinth exhibits
many shad's and gradations of eolor
from the dvelmut purple through tinta
of red and blae to pure white. Itis
ona of our most attractive garden
flowers and very desirable for euttings
and for house enltare, its exguisite per-
fume scenting the room. These are
the prineipal flowers of April, the bril-
liant tulip and the odorons hyncinth. |

i

Tux trensures of the Metropolitan
Musenm in New York are ganrded
eleetricity. Underneath the lid of eac
ease are wires and il any one should
try to lift or disturb the lids in any
way a bell will give warning in the
hall and inthe office.

Tie Imperial train which has just DO°P

been completed for the German em-
Eeror and sent to Potsdam for approval,
as cost the Prossian exchequer nearly
four million marks, and has occupied
more than three years in construction. '
Tts eleven earri connected
ridors, include a study hung with real
Gobelin try from Charlottenburg,
a salon umpholstered in white salin, ol
nursery, & reception-room adorned
with marble statuary, din- |
nothing

mzmegﬂd,m A great !Ill':{
tails have been planned
emperor himself, u

Only chance. The

MARJORIE's PARTY.

BY ELIZABETH 8. CRANSON,

In n lonely Western farmhouse
Where oti's foreats 1ise,

Dwelis o winsome litlle malden,
Foudest heart and brightest eyes.

Far away from other play mates,
Happy, busy, all th: J

Mottier's help In hou duties,
Father's “sunshine,™ plithe asd gay.

Heads shie of the world's eny doings,
Chiliren's parties, plenles, balis,—
“Mother, can [ have a party™
Wistfully the sweet volee calls.
“Party ! why, my preclous malden,
A LT But thats my birthday seeret
- 's M :
You must make &Q cakes and tea”

Merrily the brown eyes twinkle
Al my puzzle aud surpilse,

But we work at tempting dainties,
Marjorie looking very wise.

n beneath a spreading cak tree
Al the grass the eloth iy fakl,

Flitting "twixt the house and garden,
Pack and furth, the busy mald.

“Walt until I aive the signal, .
Wien we're seated come and see,’
Then we hasten, wondering, guessing,

Who ihis “compans' ¢ ia be.
Al the head st m'jnﬂe. smiling,
With her dolls on eirh.r Bapl,
Sarlor Jack and bluevyed Giretehen,
And sround a curious band.

Clothes pin boys and ega-shell bablos,
Jum Jacks nﬂmm girls,

Hickory nuts in garb of guakers,
Paper dolls wiih tlssue curls.

Marjorie names them all demurely ;
“Cinderelia.” far* Boy Blue™ o

Sty Miss Muftet,"” brave “Prinee Cha' ming,
“Gowdy Two Shoes,” “Bo Peep,” too.

Kilghts of ol with good King Arthur,
“'&.u " and her loving HMS“

Hevoe- of roma ee and
Girnes our darling’s bi ay feast.
Hreezes murmur, fowers blossom,

Birds sing /o the waving trees:
sum (ght suilies oa eld and mesdow,
Tril.s the locust, bum the bees.

Truly "twas a royal banguet
A i the willlng servauts, we,
Proud 1o teast, in far Dakota,
*uch A gallant enpany.

18 IT CATCHING?

Bepnie Blaive is a bright, elever
boy fourteen years old. He has
just left school, and his father was
askirg the principal the other day if
be could recommend Bennie to a situa-

tion.
“Well," replied the master, “I do
know of a place that I believe he
would like, and where he would just
about suit, but, you see, his stammer-
ing would stand so very much in his
way! He winst get over that impedi-
ment before I shounld be able to do
anything for him. No ome would take
& boy who cannot tale.”

How grieved was Mr. Blaine on hear-
jng this, and how mortified did Bennie
feel when his father told him.

He had not always stattered. When
ne wus quite a little fellow he could
speak as clearly and easily as anybody,
but he once spent a month at the sea-
side with & cousin who had an impedi-
ment in her h, and he used to
imitate her. Not in derision, he was
too kind & boy to do so mean = thing
as that; but *‘just for fan,” People
warned him that if he picked up this
sad habit he might not find it so eany
to lay down again. But he thought
difterently, and only laoghed at the
iden. Now lLe is sorry enoungh, for it
Las grown upon him so that every year
ne gets worse. Whether or not he
will ever be uble to speak plainly
again no oas knows.

Bat, bad as stammeriog is, it is not
the worst habit that girl or boy may
learn of s companion. Some have

learned to cheat, tell fal-shoods, to | bea

pamble, drink, or use bad words,
simply through sssocistion with those
who do so. Evil of every kind is so
terribly catching.

If yon knew that among & nunmber
of young people in a park or fleld
where you were playing was one b.ral{
recovered from scarlet fever or small-
pox, I don’t fancy any of yon would
choose him for your companion, walk
arm in arm with him, or sit close be-
side him on the same seat. I think
you wonld give him as wide s berth as
youn possible conld without seeming
nunliind. Bat wicked ways are more
dsngerons thean soy infections fever,
for they burt not the body only, but
the sonl,

It is 80 mnch more eaay to fall into
the bad habits of thoss about vs, than
by oor good example to get them to
do better; and it 1s safe for
young folks to remain in the socicty
of those whom they know to be badly
bebaved, with the idem of possibly
belping them to improve, 1M God so
places ne that we caonot escape from
sinful company, witbhout running
away from our duties, we may trust
Him to preserve us from con na-
tion. DBut if we seek it carelessly, let
us beware; and if we find we are begin-
ning to like, or even tolerats it, let us
flee sy, we would from the ancient
plagne. If we have not already
“canght” the disease, we are on the

| va:ge of doing o0, and nothing bat im-
n
LI

1te escape into purer air can save

We bave written *““Evil communica-
tions corrupt manners” so often
in our copy-books that perhaps all we
think about the masim is that we must
do a bold capital E st the beginning,
without getting the * ‘manners” cramped
at the end. But the truth of the say-
ing is as fresh as ever. I[f ever you
are tempted to think you may consort

with those who do wi t ima-

tating them, or imitate them without

leli.l;g hurt by it, remember Benny
oe.

J. G

BURIED SUNSHINE.
BY SARAH E. TODD,

Ontside, in the darkness, the winter
wind sent the snow and dead leaves fly-
ing past the window. Inside, the coal-
fire w the air and lighted the
room for our evening talk.

We children sat in comfortable
shairs around the fire, wondering what
our dear story-teller would have for us
to-night,—our gray-haired nnele, who
knew so much, and seen s0 man
strange conntries. We—Harold, Elsie,
and watched nim anxiously, try-
ing to be patient. By and by he be-

gan:

“Ages ago, before any children were
aere, and before Adam lived in Eden,
long before the great elephauts and

nu?}m"t:'s'i:“ m; d 1
trees, like our pines,and grest ferns.
covered the

My,
'J‘,And how big were the ferns?" asked
Beas,

Well, though these plants a
wera 5o great, lhe{r
live, and. after the
them grew np and died. So, ns time
went on, the swampy ground was
80 heavily that some of it sank
to tho sea.”
“With the green thiogs all growing
on it
“¥es; snd the sand settled npon
this drowned land, pushing it farther
do'& where it lay for long years.
“‘Jometimes the earth seems weary,
and draws a long breath. Her breast
heaves, :ncl the land and water change

places—

*In that nn earthquake?”

“Yes, Elsio. So it wus then, and the
ground nnder the water came up into
tho #ir again; and upon the hidden
ferns and trees more of the same kind
g:q_. They too in time weighed down

soft gronnd, until it sank, as it had
before. Imagine, children, the first
;ﬂl_ :ind l’arnsd and n.;ou?:“ :;inti

own, down, and becom €T An

blacker! Of what mngen all the
years of li‘e 1n the sonshine, when the
ages were crowding them farther
out of the way? Up sbove, the birds,
the flowers, and ginot beasts had come.

o man came ton, sud the old earth
ssemed to be young again, and to be
really alive, id the ferns ever dream
of such days?"

“Uncle, what was it all for?” asked
Harold.

conld not alwnays
death, others like

“Can you guess, children?"

We were all silent,

“Let your thoughta jump over the
long, fong time before man found,
down in the earth, a hard, black, suiny
something, —found that it wonld barn,
and it—"

“Coal!"” shonted two voices. '

“Yes; the ferns are at last free, and
the sunshine they stored away nges ago
18 given to us. Our rooms are lighted
and warmed with something which was
once greéen and growing.™

We children thonght over the won
derful story, and uncle looked thonght-
fully into the fire. By and by he said:
“I like to think that we can learn
patience and hope from the story of
the conl. We too grow through the
sunshine of happy days and the pres-
sureg of sad times, nntil onr lives are
made happier than we ever dreamed
they ooutr be."

We were 100 young to fully under-
stand this, but we louged to be good,
aod we watched the glowing coals,
while we made in our hearts many
resolutions about loving our homes
and being patient under trials.

A STRAY SUNBEAM.

Once upon a time there was a sun-
beam thet lived np in the sky with
the great, beantiful san. She was a
very young unbeam, and had pever
been allowed to go away from home;
but she was s0 1mpatient to see the
earth, that she made up her mind to
ron off by herself.

It wis a rainy day when she started,
and when she got to the clonds she
found them =0 thick that she conld not
pass throngh. She was very wet and
tired and homesick, and she sat down
on the edge of a clond and cried.

“What i= the matter?’ msked the
cload.
“l want to go to the earth,and 1

ean’t get through,” sobbed the sun-
m

“Ob, well, you will have to wait,”
apswered the olond. *“We are going
to stop raining after s while.”

The cloud said no more, and pres.
ently the rain ceased, the sun-light
broke through and it was a clear day.

Then she ventured forth and stole
slowly towards the earth, She was
afrnid of being seen, and she bad to
hide behind walls and around eorners
until she was guite worn ont.

She did wish that she had never
left home; some flowers asked her to
shins on them, but she answered them
erossly and moved away.

“How strange!” said the flowers to
each other. *[ never knew a sunbeam
to be disagreeable before;"” and they
closed their petals and drooped for
lack of sunshive.

In the meantime up at the sun she
had been missed. Messengers were
sent to the earth, and after a great
search, they fonnd her, hiding behiné
& big rook aod erying.

They took ber back, and thongh she
was very glad to g~ home, she was
afraid that the snn wonld scold her
but he only looked very grave,

“My child,” he said, “‘have you been
bspg_y to-day 2"

*'No," said the sunbeam.

“Have yon done good to sny one?”

“No," she answered again, thinking
of the drooping flowera.

the sun talked kindly to he:
and told her that sanbeams go to the
::rth only :lo :g:ko Eeople and ;l:ins!

PPy, 80 n they are Py
themselves. '

Quanrred, the noted London book-
dealer, intends to send to the ¥xposi-
tion an antograph letter of Christopher
Columbus for which he paid five
hundred dollars

MOVING A COCOANUT TREE,

——

A cocoannt tree that weighs six tons
is to be trapsferred from Honolulu tc
the public park in San Francisco, I
a trench aronnd the tree, which stood
ina grove near Honoluln, & massive
box was built to enclose the roots.
Above the box was a frame that had
Jack serews for liftiag the entire mass,
After the tree had been raised it was
canted, and its long leaves were gather-
ed together and tied. The nuats were
wrappedin solt pscking. By hydraa-
lic power the mass was raisedl on a
truck that esrried it to the beaoh,
where it awaits shipment.

Tue French have planned works af
Havre for utilizing the ebb and flow of

Y | the tide to work Tarbine wheels to

generate power for the dypnamos tc
supply Paris with light.

‘I'mERE is a tradition that Erichthon-
ins of Athens built the first war ohariot
about 1586 B. C. At the time of the
Exodus (B, O, 1491) Pharach had 600
war chariots,

__APRIL.
BT NELLA H. CHAPNMAN,
Fair April skies through tearful mists seem
w l!‘!'llllngnuthe hu‘n‘lh
AT DIOCZes sWee balmy brea
_thommbioﬁugs y A vt
The .t:;ﬂ aroutus stars the wood, the sun and
An oriole is calling softly from
e iy ug ¥y the leafigis
Gay daffodils are nod 1
ay Cartored od ¢ ding in thelr robes sl
The vsolut:“m buddiog, fragramt cherry
1
Pale willows flaunt their filmy green above
meadow “?i:ki 2 «* u: -
The forns nk and dewy, thin
some skra nook. s
Bright ccw-siips gleam mmeg
The Lilae phities are. .:.:”'“m':;z
neath the thorn ; .
Songs loug Alune to sorrow, rise In notes of

and cheer,
And muu&ml-m grow lighter with the

ants wolch run along the n&ronnﬁ.l
lrees

The Divarce Eni

The demand for & uniform divorce
4w which is so persistently made un-
foubtedly comes from those who hon-
sstly  belleve such a reform a desir-

1hle one; but it is alout as illogical a Jery

lemand as ean well be concelved.
I'here is no evidence whatever that

!

HEAVEN IN THE STARS.

Turlous Faith of the Aasaires—They Hos
lieve in & Previous Existesfon

The belief in metempsychosis ls

curipus among the Ansairee

Jraipary Mussulmans, they say, pass |

nto jackals ufter death: and it is a

the worst of the evils of our divoree | wmmon saving among them, when

istem spring from a lack of uniform- 1 ihe jackals howl at night.

ty of the divoree laws of the several
states, or even that the evils which
1o spring therefrom are very serious.
The objections raised to a luck of
aniformity are based for the most
part on the uncertainty which some.
| times arises as to the legal status of
livorced persons or their right to
marry again, and this is certainly a
minor evil compared with some of
those which are traceable to our di-
vorce system. If uniformity could
sure these ewils without ioflicting
AOrseé ones on the comwmunity there
would be no objection to it beyond
the strong objection there isin a gov-
rrument like ours to giving to the
federal power control over the mat-
ters which belong to the States. The
anfortunate probability is, however,
that uniformity would Inflict worse
¢vils than it could by any possibility
ure. Any uniformity which could
be secured by the consent of three-
fourths of the States—and no uni-
formity Is attainable without such
ronsent—would almost  inevitably
ambody the worst features of the ex-
isting State laws; or it is not conceiv-
tble that the States which have taken
such pains to make divorce easy
would assenf, merely for the sake of
aaving a uniform law, to more severe
restrictions

The real evil of our divorce system
8 not lack of uniformity but laxity
in the matter of granting divorce.
The ease with which the -marriage
tle is dissolved is the crying disgrace
of the country; and while there are
rases, no doubt, where a good deal of
wretchedness is saved by the inter
position of the courts, It is not haz-
wrding too much to assert that
the sum total of human wretch-
*dpess would e materially lessened
f there were pno such a thing as
iivorce from the bonds of marriage.

Itis almost absolutely certain that
f such were the condition of our laws
there would be far fewer of the Im-
provident and reckless marriages
which are the sure precursors of di-
vorve. It is true, probably, that the
:ontractors of these marriages do not
say to themselves In so many words
that there is less need for care and
prudence in marrying because the law
affords an easy relief from an uobap-
py marriage, but there can be no
loubt that this consideration 1s very
Jften present in the minds of one o
both of the parties. Apprise them
that there iz absolutely oo release
and there will certainly be greater
zare and prudence in assuming the
married relation

It 1s certain, moreover, that the
dissensions of the married which are
wometimes so bitler, and which end
frequently in tragedles which startie
the community and blight the lives
of whole families, would be far less
frequent than they are if the courts
did not stand open with a promiise of
relief. It is notorlous—as any lawyer
who has done a divorce business will
tell you—that in the vast majority
of cases where divorce is sought on
the ground of cruelty or incompati-
bility of temper the parties have man-
aged to endure cach other with great
fortitude until the “‘other man" or
“uother woman” appeared on the
scene. Then the cruelty becomes in-
tolerable and relief is sought in the
divorce court. Notify the married
that they must settle theirdifferences
and disagreements among themselves
and that there can be no absolute di-
vorce which will permit new alliances
and five-sixths of those differences
will be amicably settled. It was s¢
In the old days before divorce was
made so easy and became so common.
There were cantankerous men and
schrewlish, aggravating women in the
days of our grandfathers and grand-
mothers, and they used, no doubit, ta
harry and nag one another at times
in the most exasperating way. Dut
becase they knew that they must put
ap with one another they did 1t and

settled up their quarrels without
scandallzing the publlc or thelr
families or shooting anybody. Their

iescendants would do the same if
they were compelled to.

It is too late in the age, perhaps,
o abolish divorce altogether; but it
would be a great boon to the com-
munity if the provinee of the abso-
lute divorce were very greatly re-
stricted, and if in every case where i1
ls granted the divorced were re-
jtrained for a considerable period
from remarrying. For a large ma-.
lority of the cases In which reliet
from cruelty is asked and ought
to be granted a divorce from bed
asod board would furnish the relief
without offering any inducement for
magnifying the necessity of protee-
tion. It would furnish, moreover,
the opyportunity which ought to be
given in every case of marital dis
agreement for reconcillation.

This is the reformu, rather than a
aniform divorce law, which the coun-
try needs.  If the advocates of uni-
formity will turn their efforts and
thelr earnestness in the direction of
securing !n the several States such a
modification of existing laws as indi-
aated they will be doing a better
work than that in which they are
now engaged—a work in which sue-
sess would be of immense benefgto
society and to the institution of the
family, which is seriously threateoed
oy all this laxity of divorce. —kree
Yress.

HE who gives himself airs of im-
portance exhibits the credentials of
impotence —Lavater.

How cAN we expect a harvest ol
thoughts which have pot had the
seedtime of character?

BomxTiFic temperance instruction is
mpposad to he given to wwelve mil-
lions of American children. The worth
of it depends very muoch ugon the char-
soter of the teacher.

A gxowLEDGE of tb;lgh riology of

sit possible

{0 supply artificial voices to people

who have been deprivad of the ome

aature gave and a number of
cases are on mmthm the eavi

been w a X,

of suitable material with m mem-

branes, has been inserted and become

praoctical use 'n speech.

“Liston
i the Mussulimans caliing to prayer,*
Bad men aflter death have to “walk

n low envelopes ™ as thelr expression |

joes, making use of the Arabic word
“kamees” for the eonvelope eof the
sody, which exists among us 1o the
wvord ‘‘chemise.” For what reason 1
tnow not, Christian doctors are sup-
ssed to go into very low envelopes,
ndeed, and become swine when this
ife is over. Jewish rabbis become
wpes, and so forth, writes a traveler.

The stars, they say, are ‘‘envelopes
of light,” the destination of the greal
ind good Ansairee who have distin-
guished themselves in this life by
their charity and integrity; and there
wre 50,000 of them who form the
great “Jight word,” or the inhakitants
f the seventh heaven who surrouna
All, and are perpetually llluminated
by his prescnce.

Most Apsairee pretend to a knowl

Age of what they did io a former
mistence, whether as animals or
men: and at Tarsus 1t 15 4 common

theory amongst them that the Fraok-
ish travelers, intent on arch@ological
research, come to look for treasures
which they remember to have seen in
these spots during a former existence.

A man, they suy, who has not acted
dghtly Iz this life may be punished
In the next existence by being born a
woman, and s woman who does het
futy in this life may be rewarded in
the next by belng born 4 man.
Womankind i5 considered by them a
sort of probationary step between the
inimal world and the lords of cre-
stion, and thelr women are treated
by them with great contempt and
aever permitted to participate in the
sacred wmysteries of religion.

One of the most curlous features ot
the Ansairee falth s their belief in
the Trinity: AN, the Father; Ma-
aomet, the Son, and Salman el Farl,
the Haoly Ghost.  Alil, the Father, be-
;ame man through his veil or repre-
sentative, Mahowet;: und Mahomet
awppointed Salman to superintend the
iffairs of this world after his return
to his father's kingdom. This mys.
tery of & Trinity is the second item
In the Auns=airee religion, and s uni.
versally belleved in by all the four
iects: it is called *‘the mystery of the
A. M. 5." from the initial letters
sf the three iodividuals of their
Trinity.

An Ansairee—or a Nusari, as thel
sect Is more commonly called In the
North—when takiog an oath, will al-
ways swear by his -‘raith In the mys
tery of Aln, Min, Sin;" and one ol
the most common forms of prayer

anong them is to say the words
“Aln, Min, Sin,” 500 times in suc
tession.

The Feupla of the Earth.

Exactly how many people there are
in the world it is impossible to say,
since no census s taken of many
populace countries, ke China, while
the number of peop'e who live in the
lungles of Africa can only ba guessed
it

As long ago as 1866, Behm, a lena
ng German anthority, estimated the
population of the earth at abou’
1, 400, 00, 090,

In 1550, the sawme suthority set the
dgures at about 100,000,000 more. He
did not base this new estimate on the
natural increase of the people of the
woeld, hut explained that more ac
surate fligures and estimates had en.
abled him to guess more closely.

Two years later Mr. HBehm est.-
mated the earth's population at 22.
200, 600 less than In 1880, the
rrease being accounted for by the
fact that new investigations had com.
pelled the reduction of the estimated
population of China from something
aver 400,000, 000 to about 350, 000, GO0,

Prolably the estimate for Che yea)
(801, made Ly a learned German sta
tisticlan, is the most nearly accurate
f any vet made—1, 480,000,600,

It is believed that the world’s popu
Aatlon is increasing at the rate ol
gearly 6,000,000 a vear.

The most populace country in Asla,
ahich contains two countrics—Ching
and India—whose swarming willion
sutnumber the people of all the othe)
countries of the continent.

The most densely peopled continem
8, of course, Europe. The numbe
of people 1n Europe Is known with &
great degree of accuracy. There are
about 360, 000, 0N; and the contlipen
which accomodates all these people iy
#0 small that there are upon it ag
average of ninety-three people to the
wquare mile.

The people upon the two continenty
of North and South Awmerica, with
sat the Artie regions, are less than
122,000,000 in pumber, or only eight
Lo the square mile.

When America isasdensely peopleg
«s Europe, this half of the world wili
have a population of wnearly 1,400,
200, 000 —practically the sume as thal
of the whole world at the presens
time. —Youth's Companion.

The Facis in the Case.

He was up before a Western
tice for plaving poker for money

“So you were playing  cards®
queried the court, sarcastically.

“No, vour hgnor, 1 was not,” w
che prompt reply.

“Not playing cards?”  aml th
sourt’s gmazement was plainly visl
ble. ““Why, the ofcer uarrestsal yoe
at the table.”

] know it, your honor."

“Then why do you siy you wer
not playing®”

“Because I wasn't. vour honor. Tha
sther fellow was doing all the play
Ing.”"—Detroit Free Press,

Tuee CREEDE winers get 83 a day.

porsu will not takens to heaven, but
10t doine may keep us ont.

A minp of bituminous rock, which
lonnd in several places in Califorais, is
seing extensively used for street pave-
nents in that Siate. These pavements
wre very like ashphalt.

Cream Bavce.—This is also made
ike w sance, w.eh the exceptior
‘hat eream is used instead of water.

Consuls were firct appointed In 1485,

New Mexico has & messenger bLoy
1amed Gallep.

jus

]
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NEWS IN BRIEF,

R
— Envelopes were first used in 1539,
— Armthesin was diwovered ln 1844,

—The Franolseans arrived In bngland
in 1224

—Tlie firss horse raliroad was bullt ia
1826 27,

—A Ca'usauqua (Penn.) man roasts
and ents cats us Lils only meal,

=-Queen Vietoris’s cook ge's $3500 a
year,

—'Lhirteen tons of postuge stamps are
said to bave biensold in New York
City last year,

— Condensed m!lk f.rms an import
Aut ilem in the supplies of the average
winter resort hotel,

—All the quicksilver produced in the
Unitea States com:s frum Califorals
aud one mine in Ursgon,

—Ebtory ia plentifol epough in- some
parts of Mexico to be used for fire-
wi od.

—The paper trea of the South Seas is
a kind of mulberry, wilh an Inner
bark of peculiar delicacy and sofiness.

—Califronla has ten peaks over 10,-
000 feet high, aud scores of high water-
falls, glaclers and b'g trees,

= John Carvey, 8 Kanras farmer, re-
cently plowed up a gold ring which
his dau eater hal lost ssven years pre-
vious,

—The treuble In lighting by storage
battery heretofore has been the great
welglit of the batteries und the cost of
charg:ng,

—It appears thut the electrical smelt
Ing furnanee, somsetime sinee Inventsd
in England hus given very satisfactory
results ia working.

—Marching Ishard work, Accord-
ing to the sc entist, wulking ten miles
In Jine 18 as exbaustive as walking
twenty at a go-as-you-please guit,

—Grasshoppers attain their greatest
size in South Ameriea, whera they
grow to the length of ive inches, and
thelr wings spread out ten inches,

—Tre first telegraphic lustrument
wins successfully operated by 8, F. B.
Morse, the inve itor. in 1835 though
the utility was not demonstrated to the
world uuti] 1842,

—A penman of Vienna, Austria
on~e wrote 400 Hebrew letters on 8
single griain of wheat. At apothec
time he wrote & Hebrew prayer on the

eldge of & visiling carnd,

— 1t 15 & matter of record that 19 570
do'lars were coined 1o 1804, yet only
elght samples are Known to exist, and
those thar are in good condition are
valued at $1000 each.

—Sublerrane au fres Ju the coal de
posaits of Wyoming, which have beeu
rlginr for twelve years, recently gen
erated gases which exploded and dis-
placed 150 acres of surface.

—A sclentifle statisticlan has flgurea
it out that hight teavels more thau 11,
000,000 times ns fust a8 an  expross
traln rushing along at the rate of sixty
mwiles an Liour.

—Almost any pace ln the Saburs
desert one can Ond glass sticks or tubes
from one to three fect in lengil, cacsed
Ly lightning striking the pure sand and
instantly converting it into that fragile
wbstance.

—The La Plata was discovered by
Juan Disz de Solis 'n 1516, who took
P ssession of the country for Lhe crown
of Spaln, Buenos Ayres was founded
by Don Pedro de Mendoza, who ULe-
eamea governor in 1535,

—Circassian boys and gield may s4il}
e bought 1o Conetantinople, Turkey,
At fair poices.  “Lhis 1s due more to the
fact tnat toelr parsnls are eagsr W
sell thew than to wny real exutance of
sluvery.

—There ia a4 man lvizeg in Calhoun
wd,, 70 veurs o'd, who boasts that he
never wore s palt of boots, bought =
sindt of clothes, whine shilrt or any store
clothes 1o his lfe, or wore & collar o1
necktie.

-=It 15 to Jtaly that the world owes I
ice eream, though doabtless Italy gol
the 1lea from the sherbet of the Per-
sians.  ‘U'le peddiing of psnny lces has
long Leen & dlstinctive Industry of ik
[tallan peasantry.

—The Phanleians were acquaintec
vilithe use of extremely hardened
iron (properly sresking stee'), as thekl
numerous and beautiful works lo orue
mental metallurgy, and the culllog
and engraving of preclous stones show

—1t 8 interesting Lo learn that in the
Ninth ¢ entury European Kings wore
wooden shoes,  [n those days, in fact
a monarch dud not pos.ess one-hall
the «reature comforts aud luxuries
Lhiat ke bamblest peasaut can now ob
“ain,

—The Grand Duke Paul of Russy
carries bis bed about with him whes
he travels, not as (o the ease of Queet
Victorin becauss sbhe prefers it &
otiers, by L becatse he 13 80 tall that he
cannot s'eep In s bedstead of ordinary
proportions,

— It I8 recorded Lhal in the time o
King Widlam 1L theére oceared in Eng
land a wonderful shower of stars, whict
-geemed to fall like rain from heaven
Anp eve-wituess sevlug whera an  aero
lite f+11, cast water upon it, which wa
rased in steam with & great noize @
boiling. *

—Figures furnisbed conesrning  the
salt product of 1'.e United States mike
the 1 roduction dwing the year 180]
10, 220,601 barrela, Abvout four-ténth:
of this i3 from Aelhlgan, four-t:atha
from New York, not quite one-tentd
fromn Kansas and the remaioder from
Ohto, Weit Virginia. Loulsians, Utah
Novada nol Texas,

=—One of the earliest accosunts ol
star-showers le that which relates how,
in 472, th= sky at Cons antiooj le, Tuor-
key, appearéd to be alive with flyng
stars aud eteors, In some Lastery
annals we are lold thal In Uct.ber,
12002, *“he stars sppeared like waves
upon the sky. They tew about ke
grasshioppers, aud were dlapersed from
jeft to right.™

—In Ireland & favorte remedy fou
avery kind of interusl pain |s hot vine-
gar puneh: Indeed, vinegar taken elther
cold or bot 18 coasidered almost s speci-
fic for everything. 1t must be com-
forting in some cases! 1t is much nsed
tor m **sugrenia’ ou the hart,” which 1s
the commonest complaint of all

LossTer Savce. —Add two or thres
ta’ lespoonfuls of the mest of boiled
lobstar, chopped, to a white sance.

‘Lol bridges <till exist In Kentuck)
and 1n Maine,

Eighty per-ceat. of college editon
adopt jrurnalism as thelr profession,




