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Tue New York Herald figures ou.ei

the loss ou account of the recent
car troubles in that city and

Kiyn is §556,000. This inclodes |

e losses sustained by shopkeepers and

talle managers

for color blindness |
wers of the New Jersey |
7 road the oldest man in the |
vice came outl with the highest bhon-
re. Not only was his sight better for
og dJdistauce purposes, but he was |
rable to distinguish the warious
et and colors,
-_— ——— e A
(reatest emigration soclely s |
ot is the Argentine Republle. It
spend this year 35,000,000 to bring
grants from the north of Europe |
Ships from England, Holland |
France are taking them over in |
mands,

ong down on the Island
vantuckel., O/ the seventy-slx who |

there in 1588, five were infants;
o average of Lhe ages of the seventy- |

* over 63 years, forty-two

) or over, twenty-two were 830 or

twelve had passed the 85 mark,

three saw 90 years or more, and one, &

womsy, died at the age of 47 years and

4TS

LHEY live

e ————
DrEATHs from mining explosions in
id for 1858 were only 43, This

e lowest record sinee 1851, when
mber was first oflicially given. |
)wesLl previous to 1888 was 65
The highest record in
3 years was in 1566, when 650
were lost by expiosionsa—300 of
covered by the one casualty

at the Ouks Colliery.
- E—

\birteen lsiamds In the

Samouan group—only three of them of
any conmderable value—with u popula-
lonu less mumercus than that of She city
{ Hartiaburg. As a place of call for
vesasls telween our Pacifie
Zealand the United
stes bave & remote and rooondabout
relations with the
but the interest 1s
speculative than real. There is nothing
0 Samon for elther Awmerica or Ger-

many worth

eatid in 15-4.

thess belng

TIrERE nre

raliog
orts aud New

nterest in friendly

ibabitants more

NSNELTICUT bas celevraled the
anuiversary of ber State Cons
It was adopted in 169, Con-
A cheerful and
Lieezy resldence ln that sear of grice
Dlaspbhemy wus onpe of the criminal
crimes; lising was punished by fnes
whipping and the stocks, and If any
family was gifted with a worthless son,
who could work and wouldn't work,
““such a son =hall be put 1o death."

0t must have been

AN OoLD MAN sauntersd into the Cir-
cuit » San Francisco, receuntly
and at once attracted attention on ac-
¢ount of a great growth of bair on his

ead and fuce, fe was approached by

reporter, to whom he explaiued that
his naroe wus George Story and that be
waa £0 years old, He left Nantucket
[sland in 1849 for California, and
¢ipected to return in A year or so,
Before leaving he told Lis relatives that
Be would ot use a pair of scissors on
his halr or a razor on his face till he
returped. Ile has not been home sinece,
4o@ ms he kept his word, his har,
nhich is coal black, represents a zrowth
of forty years

i —
A cornEspoNpDENT of ihe Boston
| (. lalking aboat cigarettes,
bought by our boys
anotber thing from those
omparatively lnnocent ones smoked
3y Cubans and South Americans that
fasbhion. Wruppers ‘warranted

ure proven to be ordinary

ened with arsenic. In the

ive popular brands, with Cne

in, were found sufficient quan-
oplum to create such a craving

only be satisfled by an inces-

2 of clgarettes or resort to

lom alone. Wesee many cases of
ning paralysis, insomnia, Insanity,
estionably so produced, and the
ole army of cigarette smokers show
kin, weak eyes and weaker man-

Coust

says that *‘thnose

are quile

—_ A
=T oF Propucine WHEAT.—The
Agricultural Department of
Mickigan has compliled igures on cost
f produciog wheat In that Siate m
1835, The cost of produoeing and mar
keting per acre in the four southern

of counties was §13 55; central,
$1235, and wuorthern, $1153. The
yleld per acre in the southern counties

318 central, §16 79; nurlhern,i

:d the cost of production per |

the southern eountles is 66

s; central, 54 cents, and northern,

07 6-10 cents. The average price per

buste!l on January 1st, in the southern

| tiers of counties was 97

in the northern, 9 cents,

ug & proQit per bushel, after de-

ting all {teins, of 31 cents In south-

, 11 cants in central and 38 cents in
irtliern counties.

State

e report of the Massachuseils
commission appolnted last year to look
iuto the subject of grade crossings in
that State and thelr gradual abolition
s a highly interesting document. It
shows that thers are 2280 crossings at |
grade, 1393 of which are unprotected |
in any manner, snd 748 overhead or |

Jderneath crossings. Durling the ten |
jears previpus to JaDUATY 1, 1889,
sevently-five crossings were I!K)!leed
aud 155 created. The commissioners

t muste that the cost of dolng away |
vith all the grade crossings in Massa-
chusets would reach §45,135,000, and
ey recommend that & law be passed
iequiriag railroads to abolish a percent-
ige of these nuisances each year, meas-
ured according to thelr income. The
ev!l must be one of greal magnitude
when such an enormous expenditure of
woney is peadad for 1ts abatement, and
sccordingly the sooner the task of
temoving it s begun the better, not
enly in Massachusetis, but elsewbere,

A NIGH_‘I' IN NEBRASKA,

A Comedy of Terrors as Well as of
Errors.

Whenever I hear or read of nights |

of terror. I recall & night that I spent
in Nebraska on the bordersofan Indian
reservalion. There were two women
and five children in the family, but
neither man nor boy.

I was visiting there and my mind
was flled to overflowing with pictures
of horrors perpetrated by the Indians
who had terrorized the community
with their depredations.

Un this particular night we had re-
tired early, the children sleeping above
stairs, my friend and myself in the
second of the two rooms which constit-
uted the lower floor. We had both
besn asieep when we were awakeued
by a stealthly foolstep under the one
window which was at the foot of the
bed. One pane of glass was broken
out, and as there was no glass nearer
than Omaha, it had not been replaced,

“*Indians.
sepulchral volce women use in the dead
hour of the night,

I was so frightened that 1 literally
thought I should die. My heart poun-
ded like an engloe, and 1 felt as if it
certainly would smother.

“*Are they breaking (n?" I asked.

‘*No; they have been stealing more
chickens. They won't trouble as—is
the rifle there?"

“Yes,” 1took hold of it and walted
to pound it on the floor. It was not
loaded, and If it had been 1 could notu
bave hut a barn door with it, but I in-
tended (o threaten dire things with
It.

Then some horrible black thing
bounced Into the pane where the glass
was broken.

*1t is an Indian’s bead,” gasped my
friend, In a fainting voice,

As headless Indlans were not a prod-
uel of the country, I began to wonder

| as to whether the aborigine could get

In through the pane or not. A lamp
burned very low in the other room. I
could only dscern a hoirid bulk in the
window,

““If you will get up and turn on the
light, I will frighten him away with
the gun,” I suggested wvallantly in a
ood-curdling wlusper. At that mo-
ment something happeved. The hend
bounded !uto the room, and I could
distinetly hear le say:

“Ugh! ugh! how!i™

This isa true story. I shall never
know how [ did it, but in a twinkling
[ stood over that “‘head™ with the
lamp in one hand, and the rifle clubbed
in the other. It was an old bisck
ben! The Indians bhad visited the
chicken house, and stolen o ot of the
poultry, and oune frnightened forlorn
thinz had escaped, and Sown blindly—
or aitracted by the light—into the
emply pane, My wvivid |magination
supplied the rest,

-  e--— -

Which Was Best?

Vacation was over, and the Glad
ston Seminary girls, pretending to be
half sorry, but really quite reagned
to taking op work again, were talking
oyer the summner,

“We wenl to Campobello, said a
fash‘onable looking girl, with bangs
and baogies, *and we did have the
gayest time! Mand St Clair was at
the Owen, and we walked and talked
and rowed together., Such funl™

1 wouldu’t go to the sea for worlds!™
said Kate May, scorufully.
at the maunntalns; that s, we giris
Mamma couldn®™ go. Grandma was
1), and sbe had to stay with her,™

“We went camping,’” put in anotlher.
“Nobody need tell me about fan in the
clothes. I wore Ulue laonel and lay
about on the grass from moraoing il
night,*”

“*Here comes Nan!™ said a fourth
“uhe's burned enough for two,™

“Come here, Nan, and tell us what
you did!™ *“Where did you go?"” arvse
the chorus, for Nan was the popular
girl of the class,

*Oh, I didn’t go auywhere,”’
swered, good naturedly.

“Not anywhere!” “Stayed In Glad-
stonl’” “Weren't you dull? How in
the world did you #ll ap your time?”

Nan began to count off the lems on
her fingers:

“I made bread, took careof the baby,
mended stockings, washed dishes—'

»Stop! stop! Wherea were your house-
mald? And did they give you a char-
acter when you left?"

*“Yea, ' replied Nan, with compos-
ure, though a flush of pleasurs stole
into her cheeka. “Mother did, She
said yesterday that this has been the
pleasantest summer she bad spent for
years. 1 tell you, girls, it pays to be a
housemald when your molher can say
that to youl

she an-

The Chinese and the Haman Body.

Both savare and semi-barbarous
people have always exhibited a great
r-pugnance Lo any surgical operation,
however necessary, which invelve: am-
putation. The Noith China IHes ald,
in commenting upon this circumstance,
polnts out that the Chinesehave aiways
shown this repuguance, not on account
of fear of pain, for they are patient
pnder all Kinds of physical suffering,
but because they look upon It as a duty
to keep the body intact. [f they sub-
mit to the amputation of a limb, they
invariably ask for the severed member,
and keep 1t In a box, to be _l.mrmt in
duae tflme with the owner. Somelimes
they wlil actually eat it, thinking it
only right that that which has been
taken from the body should be returned
to it. On the same principle an ex-
tracted tooth will be carefully preserved
or ground to powder and swallowed In
water. Another curious phase of the
jdea is seen in behalf that » sick par-
ent can be cured by broth made from
flesh cut from & living child, and it is
looked up n AS & SigN of Glial plety for
the child to submit himself to an opera-
tion for that purpose.

e ——————

thine Wine Scarce.

The aunual wine avetions whick
have lately been bkeld in G rmany
show that good Rhlpe wines are unpre-
cedentedly scarce, and thereflure prices
have ras very high, evea for the sound

THE WAITER GIRL'S LIFPR

Something About the Good Angels
Who Bring Haasgry Men Their
Dinners.

Hurry up or you'll be late.
half-past-five now.™

Some such salutation as this wakes
the pretly walter girl these winter

1t's

| morniongs and she must rise and dress

| quickly and walk
squures, for riding is usaally out of the |

periaps a dozen

question, since only the cars on certain
lines are run 50 early. Promptly at six
she 158 expecled to reach the restaur-
ani where she isempioyed and she 1s on
duty until seven at night. If smart
and capable she receives three dollars
a week and board.

Wiater girls are not always pretty,
#ays the Phlladeiphtia Press, but they
invariably are young. A gray lalred
woman of fOfty who has worked ina
restaurant since she was nineteen, told

| me she could no longer oblain employ-

sail my friend, i the |

“We were |

| walung on

table wines which are habitually drank |

in German families. All the wines of
the 1950 vintage are already in the
hands of the trade, aud the growers
have no stock on hand except last
yﬂt’s wines, and a great quantity even
of these has been sold. The prospects
of . vintage are favorable, both on
ths Rbine and ou the Moselle, but
everythung will depsud on the weather.

ment as a waltress,

“A man doesn’t want to look al an
old face while he's eating,”” she ex-
plained. **it is hard to geta place In a
restaurant, for the giris never leave
unless they get married. They Fnow
if they do leave they can’t get back,
and when you've been a wallress
awlile you don't todo likeanything else.
You have your evenings after eight
o'clock and one alternoon & week and
pechaps Sundays.”

Youth, good nature and
nerves are the requusites of
cessful waiter girl. It is pot hikely she
will ever forget her frst day as a wail-
ress, Customers always nolice a new
face and if admiring glances are be-
stowed the other girls are jealous.

*‘It doesn’t do to change help often,”’
aald the proprietor of a large restaar-
ant, *If &« man comss in aun says:
“Where's Mollie?” and Moilie’s gons,
Lta Lo one he goes, too.
Mollie knew just bow he llked Lis cof-
fee and whether he preferred rare or
well done meat, and what dishes h .
disliked or fancied, and be saved time
when she walted on him. So, of course,
be misses Mollie, and perhaps twenly
or thirty others miss her, too., You
can see it dossn’t pay to let Mollie go
if a doilar more a week will keep her,
but few restaurant girly get over four
dollars and board. and three dollars a
week !s all most of thewm earn.™

It is hard to believe that the awk-
ward country lassie, who askd In a
timid whisper if you will hava t=a or
coffee, and on being told the latler,
brings yoa milk, will soou develop iuto
the acecompllshed wallress who can taks
a dozen orders at once and carry stead-
i1y a tray of heavy dishes and keep an
apron clean two days. Restaurant men
agree in preferring country girls who
have left such quiet lives thut they
enjoy th excliement incident to an
eating house, and willl at least stay
until the covelty wears off, although
once a wallress always a wailress seems
Lo be the rule,

“A restaurant Is a good place to

sieady

study human nature,”” sad a girl who |

had been waltress eight years In one
place. *INd you ever Enow a4 man
good-natured when he's hungry? Now,
imagine waiting on fty hungry men in
un hour, and near.y every one of tlem
calling w you to step lively and not b=
all day when you're bandly taxing time
to breathwe. Then some one will ask,
“isn’t my soup ever coming? ‘In a
minute, sir,’ I'id tell lim and he'll take
out his wateh and say, *Now, 1'll time
you,” and when the minute 15 up and
no soup be’s madder than ever,

“Four girls and myself have waited
on six hundred men inthree bours, and
I ok in the cash, too. We called this
*alinging hash.” The man [ dread
is the one who orders a
fifteen-cent dinuner just because he's Loo
stingy to pay for a fifty cent
Poor men are never any trouble; it's
the mean rich ones I hawe LW see coms
iu the door, and 1I°d rather wail ou ten
men than one woman, [ pever ascept
fees, Sometimes a gentlewan will
leave a quarter under his plate, but |
put it mn the cash drawer with a
check. "

What are called *‘haif-time girls™
work from eleven to three, thus Lelp-
ing through the busiest part of the
day. These girls recelve two dollars
per week, and most of them Lave com
fortable homes, only neading to earu
thelir clothes, They are a well dressed
crowd, who talk about *‘going to the
store,” and would think it a great
hardship to be obliged to rise at half-
past five and work until seven, like the
**full time”* girls.

Of course Lhe
girls are glad when Christmas comes
und are often loaded down with gifts
Often a subscription book isstarted and
the girl’s friends put down their names
for a certamn amount. [ heard of a
waitress who received In this way
thirty dollars besldes belng glven sev-
eral boxes of handkercliefs, Lottles o
eologne, books and some teu pounds of
candy. A gold watch is no uncommon
gift and certainly at holiday time the
pretty waitress fares very well

THE LEAD NICKEL.

The 1"art it Played in a Closely Con-
tested Campaign.

Every body who has lived In the
South must bave observed that one of
the most remarkable featores of the
development of the African race since
emancipation 15 the facllity with
which they have dropped into polities.
Not only do such representatives of

the colored rac2 as Fred Douglass and |

others understand bow to press their
claims, but the most igrorant darkey
can develop a keenness at a political
bargaln that disgusis the average
white candidate in search of voles,

Uncle Mose, who is president of the
Rsing Sons of Liberty Lodge No.
5,974, and who also whitewashes fences
and chops wood during the season of
political insctivily, ok a mean ad-
vantage in the recent eleclion of a too-
credulous candidate,

He dropped into the office of a prom-
ment candidate and was cordially
welzomed, The Rising Soms of Lib-
erty poll fifty voles, are well dieci-
plined and thoroughly organizaed, They
vote solld when they do vote, and they
vule as often as any other organizalion

of Galveston Island, or as often as |

they can with sufety; hence there was
a vise-like firmness !o the candidate’s
grip of the old man’s “pickers and
stealera™

*1 has come Lo you for some advice,
Kurnel, as I doan kpow nuffln® *boat
poilytics. We ala’t ft, nobow, to mix

| up in pollytica™

!

«Why Unpcle Mose, I look upon you
a3 oue of the most [ntelligent of your
race. |1 can learn from you.™

The old man shook his bead depre-

he suc- |

You see, |

meal, |

popular restaursnt |

[ catingly, and. produci a nickel,
| asked ., =
|  “Kurpel, how much am a nickel
wuffy™
| *““Ha! ha! ha! very good. I have
| always said there is more genulne huo-
mor in the African race than In any
other,*

*‘But, ser’ us, boss; how mush is 1t
wullf?”

“Five centa.”

‘‘Jess "zamine, dat er coio, boss, en’
'emme know hits cash valge,”

The candidate took the co'n, exam-

mark that it was not worth aoything,
as It was a bad nickel,

“But sposin® 1 controls fifty votes ob

de Kisin® Sons ob Liberty?™

*“*A most worthy organization.”

“An’sposin” I was to tell them vo-

ters dat a promivent cannerdate had
cheated dis ole niggah?m

“Who was it?" asked the candidate

breathlessly,

“‘Nebber mind, boss; I'se huntin’ for
| Information now. S'posin’ 1 was to
| tell ‘em one ob the cannerdates had
| gub me dat ar lead nickel?"
| " The candidate looked worried, and
| again asked the name of the Oendish
| candidate,

**As Noah sald unto David: *‘Thou

|art the man!’ You gub me dat ar
nickel 1n de change for whitewashin®
your fence. I has done work for de
udder four candidates, and syou Is de
ouly one who has taken advantage ob
| de ignorance and simplicilty ob de col-
led race. De secret has been confined
to my own breast, but hit am strug-
gling foah freedom. Boss, how much
did I hieals you say dis lead nickel am
wafl Ina close election like dis heah
one i3 gwine to be?"

The Caucasman stateman rested his
massive brow on his hand and thought
and thought.

“Hit"s getting late, and dar am a
bizness meetin’ ob de Risin® Sons dis
| ebenin’. ™

The statesman wrole In a bold,
round band §50 on a blotting pad, and
pushed 1t across the table. The old
man took the peocll and changed the
850 to §100.

“They will not support any other |

candidates?"" asked the victim.

“Droes 1 look like a deceptive, onre-
liable niggabh? Does 1look like a
fictitious cullud man? De Risin’ Sons

will rally "round yer like yer was a |

demijohn,*

The money was pald over, the can- !

didate remarking:

**This is my contribution to estublish
a school 1 your ward, I want to see
the colored man more Intalhgent, 1
da, ™

*! hope dar am no moah lead nickels |

in dis money.”
*1 hope so, to.,’

““We needs schools powerful bad, |

bekase we 13 ignorant and hable to be
tuck o by desiguin® bad men.”

“But now give me that nickel,” re-
plied the candidate.”

“Heah itam. 1 amn’t got no moah

| use foah It. You is de las' candidate I

have been Lo see wid dat ar nickel, 1
have done clearsd more den three hun-
dred dollars wid dat nickel., All de
udder three candidates has done
up dar assessments, heah! heah!'’ and
the old scoundre! went off into one of
i2 indescribable guffaws

When he got outside, however, he
sad to himself:

1 knows now dat all de candidates
15 in the habit of palmin’® off lead
nickels on neassighted old mggahs, an’
el I don’t look out dey will fool me. 1
Lelis yer, de candidates, black or white,

won't do to tie to, but all de green dey |

fnds in my eye ain’t gwine ter pay ‘em
Lo harvest.™

———
The Story Which a Somthern Con-
gressman Tells on Himselt,

Congresaman
Alabama, tells a pretty good story on
himself,
that 1it’s a little late, but it mauy go.
iTe was In Moutgomery on the day of
electton, when an old darkey, who had
koown Lhim for years, came along and
asked him for the loan of a dollar,
adding !n order to Inspire confidence,
that he would vole for him,

*Get out,” rephed Herbert. “*You'll |

| never vote for me, You've Deen a
Republican all your Hie.™

Mr. Herbert chased him away and

s0 It went on several times, Each time

3Ir. Herbert's would b2 constituent

became more anxious., About 3 o'clock ;

in the afternoon Mr. Herbert saw hls
colored [riend slide up to the polls very
cautiously and drop into the box a
lurge, open, unadulterated, stralght
Hepublican tickes. By and by the old

scious that Herbert had seen his vote.

“Deed, Marss Hillary, I want dat
doliar. I'm gone right straight up and
drop my vole for you, sho.”

““Why, you miserable old humbug,
thundered Herbert.
see you vote the Republican ticker?”

The anclent voler was staggered jusl
ope little second. Then with « long,
deep sigh, he grinned and said: **Dat’s
all right, Marse Hillary, but tbey’ll
count 1t for you just the same anyhow.
Now gimme that dollar.” He got that
dollar.,

Anthguity of Goul,

Gold is first mentioned in the eleventh
varse of the second chapter of Genes's,
4004 years before Christ. It 1s men-
tioned as one of the elements of Abram’s
riches in Genesis, thirteenth chapter,
second wverse, 1018 years before Curist,
The Egyptians used gold as money at &
very early but unknown period, but
first in the form of rings, which opened
and could be strung together. It 14
probable that gold was used as money
at the time Abraham bought the Oeid
of Macpelali, though he paid for that
in silver *current with the merchant.’
That was 1875 years before Chist, This
probably is increased by the fact above
stated that gold was reckoned as & part
of the riches of Abram. According to
Herodotus, the Invention of the coizn-
age of gold belongs to Lydia, about
750 year= before Christ. H:gh authority
| says that gold was first colned 1n the

Ialang of FEzina and other authorities
say the Persians first coined gold. And
| very high authority says the first coin-
age of gold was at Miletus But the
fact of the Orst coinage of gold has
never becn and probably never will bLe
certainly ascertained.

The Harvest Moon.

TlLe “harvest moon™ isso called from
the fact that in the early autumn days
when gralo and fruit are being taken
from the Oelds, there is scarcely sny
darkness intervening between the clo e
of day and the beglnning of night
The moon rises early ahd gives a bnl-

| ltamt light, by means of which the har-
vesters work until late at night o
secure the crops. The barvest moon
lias wong been afavorite theme with the
poeta

Hillary Herbert, of

It’s an electlon day yarn, 8o |

fellow traced Herbert agaln, uncon- |

“Didn’t I just:

I'ma Roaming The rar away,

| 1'"m roaming now, the (Ar AWay;
| I'm bid in sweets of time that's gone,
| I'm back Into the dew and dawn,
And bud and bloom of childhood's day.

| I'm back beveath the thresbold tree,

| Where hands of tender woolug may
Ehake from the boaghs in sportive play,

| A show'r of low’rs over mes,

! A show'r of flow’rs with Learts of pink,
| With feath'ry petals, white as death,

| That move with ev'ry hireeze’s breath,

| Like littie revelers gay with drink,

ined it, and returned it with the re- |

| Yes, move about like things of life,
{ And esl as buman sonls bereft
HOI virtoe's Jewel and then left,

| Where inhumanity is rife

't back o'er withered lenves and lorn,
Back whers brown feot of gladness chass
| 2 0¥ » buiterflies {n mwerry race,

{ And bright eyed, white-robed Lope is born. |

Back to the Jdoor of rapture’s goal,
| Back where contentment flaunts and fllngs
| Her apangled bauner, and loud sings,
| And trums the lute-strings of the soul

THE GHOSTS ENTRAPPED.

iIhe gray meare stood At the gate, ‘*all
saddled and bridled and ready for
flight. In the kitchien of the comfort-

able farmbouse the rider stood booted |

land spurred, but only dimly visible
| through the wmidst of odorous steam
]hlui smoke, talking to his mother—a
bright, comely little woman of about
| Gfty.

*But surely, Will,” she was saylng.
|*since he knows you bave the money
ready in the bank to pay him, he will
wa!l uutll ww-morrow.”

*No, mother,” be replied; ‘ths time
has expired and to-morrow I3 tnhe last
day of grace. He says if he don't geL
|the money when he calls for it he will

turn us out on the moment, and I have |

| occasion to belleve that he woull be
| only too glad W keep his word.

| *Well, well, 1 suppose you must go.
| But dou’t Le late and don’t forget to
| eall on Miss Patty, and don’t, above all
| things, let any one know about the
money.,’

‘Dorn’t worry about that, mother.
| No one kpnows my errand, and, after
lall, it’s only a short two hours’ ride
each way, and [ shall be home by
dark, whatever happens. S0 good-by
| and don’t fret.”

in anotber minute Will Eckhart was in

| the saddle, and old Jayne was gavly |

cantering over the frosty road toward
Allentown,
| tie *Curners’’

Myr. Eckhart, sanlor, had died several
years since, leaving his property mort-
gaged to Squire Laongdon. Will had
struggled muanfully under (s beavy
burden of debt, and had wearly suc-
ceeded in clearing the hittle farm, when
| the old squire died and his sou, Rupert,

succeeded bim.
I Will and the youug squire were no

! strangers. In fact, Cumd, with Lis |

T usual perversity and waywardpess, in
| wisging his shining dart at 'Will, had
managed al lhe same time to wound
Rupert Langdon deeply in the same
plac . And so they became rivals for
|!.Iu: hand and beart of little Deboral
Brown.

Now, in spite of the fact that Rupert
was in every way the belter match,
Leiog & great deal richer, and at least
as handsome as Will, Debby took it
into her bead, for some Inexplicable
reason  to prefer Lhe latler—a proce.d-
ing that filled Rupert Langdon’s heart
with a batred for Wil as deep and
implacable as was his love for Delby.
But he had the pride and self-control
! to hide lus real feelings completely until

the right time came.

A bad year for the crops, and the
! mysterious dealh of several heads of
valuable stock, had made It necessary
for Will to ask s furtber extension of
time on the mortgage—a favor he had
not the least doubt of recelving, as the
old squire had always
readily.

Then it was that Rupert had torn
gside the mask and for the first tine
shown his real feelings. He told Wil
that on the Orst day of January he
wounld foreclose the mortgage il every
cent of the debt were not fortheoming
! on demand, and that in the meantime
| be, Itupert, proposed todo all in Lis

power to preveot him from raising the
! amount.
other things of an equally pleasing
nature, dencunclng lis ‘“‘underhand
trickery”’ in his suit with Debby, and
concluded by orderlog bLiw out of the
house.

New Year had been decided upon as
the day for Will's and Debby’s wed-
ding. but after this interview with
Rupert, Will went to Debby and told
her it must be postponed, and why.
| But Debby replied with spirit that, so
far as she was concerned, she was will-
g to take ber chances with Wil under
any clrcumstances, and that if she had
her way there would be mo postpone-
ment on account of Rupert Langdon's
threat, though, If Will nsisted, the
postponement would be for a very
indefinite period.

Whersupon Will rapturously declared
she was a—etc., etc., and that they
. would be married on New Year's Day,
if the ceremony had to be performed 1o
one of the nelghboring fields, And
then, llke a sensibe fellow, be set to
work to ralse the necessary amount of
money to pay the debt on time,

He s00n found borrowing out of the
question, as Rupert had closed that
avenue of escupe most securely, and he
was gelting pretty well discouraged as
the time drew nearer, when, by a lucky
ilitle speculation, he had made more
than the amount he needed. -

Aud thus it was that, baving received
word that the money was walling for
him in the baok at Allentown, we find
Lim on the road there to get It

He reached Allentown In good sea

|

son, and was scon In the private office |

of the bunk. DBut the business rejuired
a much longer time than be bad imag-
ined, and by the time it was concluded
it was almo U dark.

Then he remembered Lls mother’s
messige to Miss DPatty, and betook
himself there in baste. Remembering
that lady’s remarkable loguaecity, he
resolved before entering not o stay a
moment longer than necessary to de-
liver the message.

DBut alas for good resolutions! Once
in Miss Iawy’s cozy parlor, and fally

undel the inflnence of her genial com- |

vanionship and oid current wine, he
forgot the flight of time until the littls
clock on the mantelpiece ticked the
bour of eight. Then he started, and
wis so0n on his way bome, reproaching
bimself for his tardiness, and the worry
his delay would cause his mother,

All went well with him for an hour,
when suddenly old Jane slipped down
on ber knees, groaned, got up, llmped
and refused to move. He dismounted,
and after a good deal of persuasion,

*Good-by,’ answered his mother, and |

twelve miles distant from |

Eranted it |

He told Will beside, many |

fmdu('r-! her to rollow hlm. Toen It
| to snow, the flakes, large and
| feathery, clinging to him until he was
\ completely covered. and Lthe ground was
&8 white as himself.

Ten miles to walk with a lame horse
| whose progress was slower than his
lown. He could mnot possibly reach

home before midnight. His feslings
toward Miss Patty at that moment cun
bet:er be Imagined than described,

In the course of an hour, however,
the old mare's limp began Lo get betler,
and, mounting he found lLer able to
get over the ground at quite a hvely
gall, probably because her instinet told

| ber that home was pol far away. And
| her instinct was troe, for they soon
camé in sight of the old ocak., beiter
known as the ‘haunted-tree,! which
| stood close to the road about a mile ont
of the village.

Will, up to this tims, had forgotien
all about his money in the accumula-

| ton of incidents which had befallen

nim; but the sight of the tree, and the

twinkling lights of the village faintly
| visible through the thickly falling snow,
brought It to his mind; and, turning
tight hand on his breast Lo assure him-
self that it was all right just as he came
abreast of Lhe tree.

As he did this, e saw for an instant
| & couple of white, shadowy forms
appear at his side, felt # sharp, burn-
mg pain in the back of his head,
accompanied by a crashing noise, and
then—oblivion! In eourse of time he
came Lo himself agaln, and found him-
self lylog in the road, The mare was
goue,

He struggled to his feet, his hLead
| aching as though it would burst, bathed

his face in snow, which was still rall-

ing, and started for home again.
hie thought of the money, and his heart

his head slightly aside, he placed his |

Then |

| sank within him as he felt io his pocket |

and found it gone,

Arriving at home, he found the mare
waiting at the gate, by which Loken he
| was sure his mother had not heard her
come, and pot wishing to alarm her, he

led old Jane to her stable as quietly as |

possible,

He went to the house, wondering 1f

be had better tell s mother all then |

or wait till morning. As Lis step fell
on the threshold she opaned the door.
He had no tame to collect himself, and
us the hight streamed out and fell upon
his face she started and turned pale,
Then, leading him over to a seat by
the freplace, she =aid quietly, though
her lips trembled:

*What 1s it, my son,
tell me evervthing.
pened?’

Thereupon, with many bitter com-
ments, he told his story.

‘Well,’ smid Mrs, Eckhart, when he
Lad nOnished, *it is 8 hard blow for us
both, and this will e a terrible trial
for us—to leave the liome we have
made by years of work and sacrilice;
and at this time, too. above all others
Think of all mny ples, and that wedding
cake that I took so wmuch pains with!
1I"'m sure I dou’t know what will be-
come of them!’

Will sat silent by the fire, his head
bowed upon his hands,

‘Come, my soon,” continued Mrs,
Eckhart, ‘let us go to bed now, and
getl such rest as we may, in order to
be better prepared to meet whatever
may come to-morrow. And who knows?
They say "a bad beginning makes a
good endingy and remember the same
Yrovidence who bas kept us all these
vears still watches over us.”

About the time that Will was enjoy-
ing Miss Patty’s company and currant
| wine at Allentown, the store at Lhe
Corners was crowded with people trad-

ing, gossiping, and having a good time
generally.

Among the merriest was a group of
men occupying a wurm place by the
fire in the back part of the store. They

| were listening to a story being told by
| one of thelr number, a mun past middle
nge, who sat facing the group.

Old Denson, as be was familinrly
known, was the proverblal *old settler’
of the Cwpers. Ilis one great weak-
ness was for old rye, disguised with a
small portion of hot water and brown
sugar or molasses,

To judge from his appearance and
utternnce, he had been indulging even
more freely than usual in his favorite
beverage, and held a goodly mug of it
In his hand at the moment,

‘I remember the night’s If "lwas
| yest’day,” he was saying. *The old
mau was comin’ "long "bout twelve
o'clock, 'n just 's he gits alongside o’
| the tree, out jumps two robbers, knocks
| him offen hLis hoss, takes the money
out o' his pocket, aud buries it by the
tree. Next moroln® we finds tracks in
the snow, an’ one o’ Uus gees Lhe snow
by the foot of the tree don’t look right,
an’ gives it a kick, an® thers he finds
the whole where they'd buried the
walles. Wall, we took the wallet out
an’ covered the place over again, an’
packed the old man ome deader'n a
door nail. Then eight or ten on us
waitas for "em by the tree the nex'
night, an’, sure ’oough, they cowe an’
we nabs “em, an’ they was tried an’
convicted an® hupg ona hmb o' that
very tree till they was dead, dead, dead!
Aun' ever slnce then, on New Year's
Eve, "bout twelve o'clock, the ghost o
the old man rides past thers, au' the
ghosts o' the robbers come out and kili
him, an’ then all 0’ 'em melt away.’

A short silence greeted the old man’s
sarn, then one of the younger men in
the party said:

*Do you belleve the ghost part of that
story, Benson®’

‘Wall,” he replied evasively, ‘I have
never seen ‘eun.’

*But do you belleve in ghosis?’ per-
sisted his interlocutor.’
*No,' he answered,

o’ ghosts,”

‘I'll bet you a gallon of rye that
vou're afraid to go there to-night at
twelve o'clock,” said another.

‘Now look here, young man,” sald
Benson, severely, ‘I den't like to bet on
a sure thing like that., But if you’re
agoin” to inslnerate as I'm atrald 1o go,
| 1’1 go.”

*All right,” was the reply. ‘You start
| from bere at 11 o'clock, and I'll put
up the rye. You take this pencll and
make & cross on the tree, and in the
morning we'll go out there, and if we
find your mark there you shall have the
stuff.”

The Let was made, and Benson was
the hero of the hour—and he made the
most of the situation.

Now, when Benson made the wager,
Le had not the slightest idea of golng
anywhere near the tree, Like many
more of the eld
Corners, be believed a good deal more
n the ghosts of the haunted tree thao
he was willing to own, and, Jike his
aelghibors, would goa miie out of his
way any time rather than pass there at
night,

Bat by the time the clock pointed to
eleven, the old man’s mug bad been

Do not fear to
What las hap-

*Not them kind

inhabitants of the |

led and emptied s0 many Umes tnat '

* was ready Lo face ghosts or anything
eise; 80, afler a particg cup, he left the
store mud started along the road to the
ghoslly rendezvous,

Benzon was in the habit of being in
that stage of ntoxieation ecommonly
called **three sheets,” but this time he
was loaded Lo the thwarts; and ssveral
times the ground flew suddenly up in
his face, and he felt compelied to call
upon himself to *“*brace up,” *‘toe the
mark,™ ele., so that be was npearly an
hour staggering to his destination.

When be came in sight of the tree he
didn't feel pnearly so brave as before,
aud, taking outl his handkerchief, held
it to his eyes until he was sure he was
well past the fatal spot.

When at last he wventured to look

around, be found himself about fifty |V mn

feet away trom the tree, near the end of |
a fence; and behind this fence he took
hia station,
would be wiser to go back down the
ros1 or to make a detour past Lhe Lree,
While be was thinking the matier
Over
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wondering whether It [~

| respe
he rased his eyes, and there he |twer

saw awhite object —white even through |6

the fast fulling snow—gliding silently
past,

He groaned and tried to shut his
eyes, but they would stay open and

the road., In & minute more il
opposite the tree, and, just as

was

thers wias a blow, 5 groan, and Lthen
the old man fell back, senseless with
terror. But
face revived him, and, perfectly sober
now, be pulled his hat down over lls

remain rivited upon the white object in ||y

Benson | ¢
expectad, two white formsa glided oul: |
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: bl m Europe,
belwean

the falling snow ou his |

eyes, and, getling in the road, made a | =5,

bee line for home.

And how he Jdid run! Away he went
as If a whole legion of ghosts were
aflter him, panting

tor breath; slipping | 2

and stumbling at every step, while eveuy | _
the wind seemed trying with lavisible

Lands to impesde his progress,

Lo spite of all these real and imagin-
ary obstacles, however, old Benson
munaged to get along at a falr rate of
speed, and at last—it seemed an age Lo

Lim—he reached the door of his house, |

and, dashing in, fell into a chalr by the
fire.

‘For the land's sake, John Benson,’
cried his wife. *What's the matter with
you? 1 do believe,” she added, as she
watched the old man walk across the
room to hang up his coat and hat, *I
do believe he's soberl

‘Yes, Detsey,’ he sald huskily, ‘I am
sober. and, what's more, 1'm golng to
stay sober for Lthe rest of my nat’ral
life.?

‘I've Leard that before, John Den-
son,? replied hils wife, shaking lier head.
‘Why, man, you look as If you had
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seen a ghost!’ she added, for the Orst
time noticing hils white, scared face,

*Oh, Lord! D-don’t say ghosts to
mel That's just whiat | have been
a-doing—a-secing ghosts!’

Betlsy, whose womanly curiosity was
now fully aroused, soon bad the old
man’s story, with such embellishments
a4 Lis heated 1magination suggested,

‘Now, DBelsy, don’t you think that
them was ghosts?? he added, solemnly,
when he had finishad lils narrative,

“Yes, John Benson,"she auswered, 1
do belleve they was ghosta, and [ be-
lieve youu'll see them after this when-
EVer you get
them when you was tight,
they was ghosts,®

‘Thut’s what I belleve, and 1 allers
will belleve it, 100,” sald the old mun,

*You always will, if I can make you,’
thought Belsy,

*‘Aund I'll never git tight again, old
Indy—you see If I do.”

And he never did,

Wiul'a wedding morning dawned
bright and clear at the Corners. Down
al the store exciled groups were dis-
cussing the robbery of the night before,
whichh by this time had become widely
circulated.

Preseutly old Benson came in and
joined the group. He was sober aud
Lidily dressad, and his appearance was
the occasion of much surprise, Then
one sawd jokingly:

*Here's the old man come
his bet.’

A roar of laughter greeled this re-
mark,

‘DNd you mee
asked another.

*Neighbors,” said the old man, im-
preasively, ‘I did sce the ghosts, 1 don’t
sxpect to be beileved, but 1 do say [
saw them ghosts, as Ltrue as I'm a
living man.’

There was a short silence, and then
HBenson was pressed 10 narrata Lls
experience of the night before, aud,
nesdless to say, he soon complied, Gi-st
relusing numerous offers to *‘take some-
thing."*

Atter he had [Onished Lls story, a
voung man. a friend of Will"s, who had
listened quietly but Intentiy to the
slory, arose, and, beckoning to a couple
of other young men, led the way out
of the store and on up the road to Lhe
haunted tree.

The snow of the night before had
obliterated all traces of what had taken
place Lhere, but in kilcking up the
snow they discovered, first a large Llue
sllk handkerclilef marked “H, L.."
teautifully embroidered in one corner,
and later, a spol where the earth had
been guite recently disturbed,

Yes, Joun,

to clalm

the ghosts, Benson?’

A pick and shovel were soon brought |
and a shallow excavation

to hand,
revealed a lurge leathern wallet Then
they proceeded directly to the Eekliart
furm and held a long consultation. with
the result that the sheriff of the county
was soon stowed away in the hoase,

Well, in due time the wedding guesis
arrived, the ceremony was performed,
and, just as everbody was offering cou-
gratulations to the happy couple before
repairing to the diming-room, there
came & loud knock at the door, and
Rupert Langdon and a constable en-
tered,

*Ah,” he exclaimed with a sneer, as
he looked around at the assembiled commn-
pany. ‘Al, Eckbart, I'm sorry to
disturb you, I'm sure; but business is
business, you know, and I've called for
the money you owe me, 1 suppose
you've got it all ready?’

‘Yes, Rupert Langdon,” answerel
Will, hbanding him a roll of bills, ‘there
{8 your momey: And," be added in a
louder tope, ‘sheriff, hers is your pris-
onerl’

The door of another room opened,
and the sherifl entered, accompanied

by the three young mea before men- |

tioned, with Lwo others, upon whoss
wrists glittered the iron shackles of the
iaw, and Rapert Langdon, with the
money in bis hand, was arrested for
highway robbery, and lodged in jall
with his two confederates,

And joy reigned supreme In Will
Eckbart’s home that night.

Forged notes and bogus checks may
be classed as guilt-edged paper,

The dark places of the earth ars fall
of the hatntatious of cruelty.
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