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—The statement that a famine in
Fevpt 1a fearad Lecause of the failure
of the crops 1s officially declared to be
untree, The Nile is rising slowly, and
the crops will be equal to those of
1288,

A rooMiNeEXT Buffalo physiclan Is
an enthusiast on the subject of onlons,
He feeds them to his children dally,
sass they are Lhe best medicine for
preveating colds, and adds: “Feed

us raw, bolled or baked, to the
lren three or four times a week,

I they "l grow up healthy and strong.

worms, no scarlatina, no diphtheria

#re children eat plenty of onions

y day."

-

EXreniMENTS
bout, Le

with tho

Gymnote, at

very successfal. The

1wved borlzontally as well as ver-

1Ly, wnd is easily kKept at any depth

s desired, It can bLerunata

I ¢f from nine to ten knots, 1ts

w onlinarily consists of thres men,

L during the experimants five persons
¢ G board.

were

- —
ny man of ambition and en-
as he grows old, sighs for lost
rtunit'es.  Even Blsmarck, who
ily done as much as, and ac-
wnplished more than most of the
eal men of the world, 13 represented
«oretiing that he did not labor more
was young. The wvalue of
ctions lies in their applica-
he young to Lheir own careers.
miuy nol succeed in escaplng re-
but they can reduce their force.
M Y EARS tiere has been held
isrow kn annual prize compet!-
on pmosg the blind in reading and
wriling Ly means of raised type, Al
the last exhibition the number of com-
was 102—a  larger number
ever tefore, The ages of the
ranged from nins to
The first prize In gen-
eral reading was won by an old woman
had Llind and deaf for
rty years, Tue prize in the begin-
was carried off by & man

any-pine years old.

e e

petitors
than
eompelitors

sevenly years,
Lettn
ner' class

DEATHS FROM UNSUITABLE FOOD.
—The London IT notes that it
would be iuateresting to learn how
many children whose parents are som-
paratively rch are starved to death,
pot from underfeedinz, but from un-
suitable food. **Insome cases it isall
meat and no milk, in others all milk
mod no ment, and !n elther case the
¢4iid lacks some of the constituents of
fleal;, Llood and bone., Many parents
seem (o think that sameness in food Is
identical with simplieity, and pride
themselves oa the yirtue of a course of
mction which is nothing less than mar-
derous,

el

—_— L ——— —_—

Tue record of dlvorces for the year
{n the courts of Philadeiphia show that
the matrimonial unlon was dissolved In
241 cases, and the divorce docket still
contains a long list of applicants. If
it could be supposed that all the di-
vorces granted In the city were to
actual residents it would make & wvery
bad showing for the marital fellcity of

‘uladelpbia. It 13 probable that In
many casés a temporary residence
merely has been galuned for divorce
purposes, and 1f this is so the bad
showing I!s against the easy divorce
laws of the State rather than & revela-
tion of unusual il assortment among
the married people of this city. In
any case, the record 1s not one to be
pointed to with pride,

Tux Comptrolier of the Currency
reports the total number of National
Banks at 3,140, with & capital stock
of $302,000,000, & surplus fund of
$185, 000,000, and other undivided
profits amounting to §70,000,000. One
bhundred and thirty-two new baoks
wers organized dunng the year, thirty-
four went into liguidation and eight
failed, the pet increase In number for
the year belng ninetly banks, with a
net lucrease of capital exceeding $14,-
G000,  Since the organization of
the system the total claims agalnst in-
solvent national bauks have reached
$32,000,000 and the aggregate divid-
ends paid npon these claims $33,000,-
(%), The Comptroller recommends the
funding of the outstanding greenbacks
in bonds bearing not exceedlng 2§ per
cent. interest, to be used only as the
basls of national bank eirculation. The
dificalty with this recommendation Is
that it is eertaln to be antagonized by
hose who think the government should
tssue all the currency, paying Iinterest
upon none of Its current promises te
pay.

NeExT to Great Britain Brazil lm-
ports more American four than aoy
other pation, the imports in 1857
reaching 715,035 barrels,. But two
four m.ls, with a weekly capacity of
1,000 barrels, have been erected recenatly
at o, and thus a market of 150 000
barrels of American flour is cut off,
The wheat used 1o making this 150,000
barrels of Brazillan flour comes chisfy
from the Argentine Republic, although
Chili, Anstralia and New Zealand coo-
tribute each in & small way to the sum
total. 1f the production of Brazilian
flour would stop at the 150,000 barrels
produced by the two mills at Rio the
growing consumption in that country
would scon make up the loss to the
Unlted States. But when two mills
bave been making good profits other
mills may counfldentially be expected to
arize, and it would not be strange if
Argentine wheat manufactured in Bra-
zil should soon supply the entire Bra-
zillan demand, This probability should
jead toa determined effort to supply
Brazil with other American products
bealde wheat in exchange for our large
wurchases of Braznlian coffee and Sugar.

LRMAFPING A BEARL

How it is Done in the Wilds or Potter
County, N. X.

Denjamin  J. Jones of Cortland
county, N. Y., on his way to the bear
reqions, near the headwaters of the
Simpamahoning Creek, says he takes
more solld comfort hunting bears for a
month out in the wilds of Iotter
county than he doeson his fertile farm
in Cortland during =il the rest of the
jt‘?;.’. In a talk with Farmer Jones he
Sald:

SETTING THE TIZAP.
I Alter I have selected & spot where

“*want to set a trap 1 find a fallen tree |
about @ foot in diameter. On the trunk |

of the tree 1 place the butts of small
logs, one ou top of the other, just as
they do In building up a log but, and
iel the olher ends spread out on the
ground Ia the shape of a letter V, wilh
the point of the tree trunk. Then ]
drive a nall in the log and hang the
Dalt on it so that the bear can come
along the next day, maich right iato
the log pen with the open front, grab
the bast and run off with it. Oh, no,
I don't set any trap then. The bear
has no difficulty In hooking the bait
and making off with it, but he won't
come back the next day after to see if
there is any wore meat around there to
be goblied up, but you can set it down
as a fact that be will come nosing
around agaln within a week as sure as
he llves.

“From now until the ground freezas
up is the best time to trap bears out
there,
on, and they can scent the bait half a
dozen times further now than they can
after it gets so cold that the bait will
freeze. We use almost any kind of
fresh meal for bait, and if it hangs till
It gets tainted a little a bear will smeil
1t wheu he (5 a mile away, and hustle
around and nose about until he tods
t. In cold weather the meat will
freeze right up, and & bear’s nostrils
can't scent it ten rods away. That is
one reason why I trap bears in October,

and the other rewson 1s because Octo- |

ber is the finest month 1n all the year
to be out in the woods,

**Just as lkely as not &ie will make
his appearance on the third day. In
order tc know whether the meal has
been earried away or not, you have to
visit the place every day. When I find
that the meat is gone 1 place fresh balt
directly under whers the other has
been banging, pinuing It to the ground
with a crotched salping,. Then 1 set
the trap. I place it about three feet
from the bait, and in a direct line with
it, making sure that the pan of the
trap Is toward the polut from which
the bear 13 to come. If the panis
pliced toward the balt, it is more than
likely that the bear wiil bring his feot
down teo near the eud of the jaws, and
In that cas® ten chavces lo one you
will find nothing but a bear's loe or
two when you go the trap. After |
have got the trap set nicely covered
with leaves, and have hitched the chaln
to elther a small plece of timber or au

iron claw a little larger than my hLiand, |

Iplacea stick as large as my leg

acro=s the logs at Lhe mouth of V-

shiaped enclosure, and then go away.
MAD AS A HORNET.

*Everything s now ready for him to
nose around, and when he gets to the
stick that lies across the month of the
pen he will not try to puash it away.
He will not even try to rale It up
with his nose or to crawl under it, but
Le will lift up one of Lis fore feet,
throw it over the stick, and bring it
Jown on to the trap, Then there 1s
some (all thrashing around, for the
bear is just then one of the most as-
tonlshed animals in creation, and In
Lis wild attempts to free his foot he
breaks down the buslies and tears
things up geoemlly. He is madder
than a whole nest of hornets over the
fix bhe Gnds himself in, but when he
learns that the trap does not hold hLim
to the spot he cools off a bit, does
everything he can think of to coax lh=
trap to open Its Jaws and nurses Lis
palaful foot.

“Looking for the bear after you bave
found that the trap has been carried
away, especially when the undergrowth
is dense, 1s very exciting. It is tickllsh
business, for you don't know what
minute you may run foul of the bear,
and, If you happen to come pat upon
him, be will plunge at you and make
such & notse that for a few seconds
you will be almost beside yourself. If
there is ever a time that a bear will
fizht any living thing that he gets hus
eye on, it Is when a trap I1s making
every minute of his life miserable. He
acts as though you had something to
do with getting him into the trouble,
and he does his best to get squure with
you for it. Of course you have a good
gun well in band when you find him,
and the welght or the Look on the
other end of the chaln keeps him from
making quite as fast speed Lthrough the
bushes and over the logs as you make,
and you soon stop hls npoise with a
chunk of lead.™

The Soavenlir.

*It Is absolutely provoking!l®

The words escaped from the lips of
pretly, compact, vivaclous Mattie
Dyer, as she stood on Lhe platform of a
wayside statlon, her caba at her feet,

and her lace parasol held at the proper |

angle to protect her from the hot rays
of the sun.

sShe had intended to get off the train |

at Upper Bradford, but instead of tbat
had left it at Lower Bradlord.

She was guils a traveler, but the

similarity of names had misled her.

Another train wasn't due for an
hour, the little stat:on was closed, and
thers wasn't & shade tree Wwithin
twenty roda

The distance to Upper Bradford was
{itteen miles, and the fare forty-five
cents. Upon looking into ber bead
purse, she found she had but twenty-
eight cents. It was that discovery
which had led to ths exclamation of
vexation.

She was In & x, and how was she o

t out of IL?
uJ:s! then a gentleman came in slsht._

1] ask him to lend me a dollar,’
she thought.

He was young, manly and handsome,
slad in & coarse suit, and yel evidently
oo a rustic.

When Mattie explained to Bim ber
trouble, a quizzl smile stirred his

lips and hLis brown eyes sparkled.

‘[ am only 100 happy to oblige you," |

he sald, as be handed bhera five dollar
i

bl‘l asked but for a dollar,” reminded

.h = 2
?Bul. I have nothing less,’ was his re-

ply. ‘lImayas well trust you for nn‘-

doliars as for one, and a five-dollar bill

is ms easily remitted as a one-dollar

miL”

Their skins are good from now |

»
loned bead purse,
*Why not give me that?' the young

| man asked, with a bold glanee, It 1s
| very pretty.

| money. And still more soas a souvenir,
provided you made it yourself.’
| She handed it to him and be ac-
| cepted It with a graceful bow.
He seemed anxious to continne the
acqualntance, but she was pot in a
| mood to permit It,
*I'll return the money promptly,’
she sald. *You may keep the paurse.
| Believe me, sir, I appreclate your kind-
| Deas,’

*Oh, don't mention it,” he said, with
& laugh.

He lifted his bat, and then sauntered
down the wide, dusty road.

‘She’s handsome,” was his mental
comment. I wonder if she is marned?
She sald she 13 golng on a visit to
Doector Fenwick's. ['ll ask the doctor
about her.”

‘e is & good looking fellow,’ ahe
wias saying to herself. ‘A city gen-
| tleman rouching it In the country, I

am sure. [ wonder what his name 157
| Well, there, I forgot to ask him; and
| how can I ever send him the money?
! No doubt be is langhing to himsell at
| my stupldity. Worse still, he may
| have set me down as an adventuress!'
| At first she was somewhat put out;
| but & little later on she pegarded It as

4 tople ror merriment.

- - - - - - -

A year thereafter found her In Flor-
ence, standing in one of the art gal-
| leriea,
A gentleman approached har, took
| off his hat and bowed, Ha was ele-
gantly clad, and royal in his tearing.
| ‘Excuse me,’ he said, ‘but are you
not an American?

Mattie merely nodded, for she felt
! disposed to resent the famillarity.

‘Soam I, he rejolned. ‘*Strange as

It may sound to you, I am temporarily
| in need of money. If you could lend

me five doliars, I would esteem it an
| especial favor.’

*Sir, your assurance is sublimel’
baughtily replisd Mattie. *To how
| many Awmer.cans do you make that ap-

peal during a day? And how many
are silly enough to respond? It would
Le wrong 1n me to oblige you, even if
you are not an impostor.’

She turned and walked away from
him.

‘Permit me to say one word more,’
appealed he.

Mattie faced him for she had already
regretted her hasty words,

*You bave been unjust to me, and
yet I do not censure you,” he sald.
*Had you applied to me while you
were lemporarily embarrassed—at a
lonely country rallway station In
Ame:leca, for instance—I1 would have
promptly responded. Having no money
I have no need of this purse, and so 1
present it to you.’

He was gone in a flash, and the look
of amazament on Mattle Dyer’s face as

| she gazed upon her bead-purse was
| ludicrous to see.
‘He is the gentlieman who loaned me
| the money one year ago,’ she thought,
hier cheeks flushed, her mind very much
disturbed. *He Enew me; he was quiz-
zing me., [ madea simpleton of my-
| melf, He gave me back the souvenir!
Well, his oplnion of me must not be a
very exalted one. DBul suppose he was
really in distress?’

She was almost vexed enough to
burst 1nto tears about it

At the hotel she related both 1n¢i-
dents to her particular married friend,
Mrs, Cameron,

*Ohl” exclaimed she, a look of Intel-
ligence flushing across her face. ‘Al-
low me to examine the purse.’

Mattie handed 1t to her.

*I thought sol” commented she, with
a pleased smtle. ‘1l have heard part of
the story before, and have often seen
the purse, but never connected either
of them with you."

*} you—you know the gentleman?’
stummered Matile, with sudden earn-
estness,

‘Intimately,” replied Mrs, Cameron.
‘Ile is a very dear friend of mine, and
he lost hils heart that day at the little
railway station.’

*And—could I see him to return the
money, and to—apologize for my con-
duct?” asked Mattie,

*Why, to be sure, childl 1t is all
very funny, aod it will lead to a wed-
ding. The gentleman is Antonio Del-
mar, whom you have heard me laud so
highly, snd he is coming bere Lhis af-
ternoon.’

e came, an introduction followed
at once, and a wedding shortly after-

ward,

The Pretty Gorls of Ireland.

The Irish ladles are perhiaps he tpret-
tiest In the wide world, always excepl-
ing our fair cousins, the Yankee belles,
The!lr features, 1L is true, are less reg-
ular than those of English women,
but they triumph over them with Ltheir
soft, creamy complexion, their large,
appealing gray blue eyes and long
lashea, and a sort of indefinable charm
and demure coquetry. yet thoroughly
modest manners, *‘“‘Every third Irish
woman, '’ wrole the (Queen in her diary
when last visiting the country, ‘is
beautiful, and some of them remarka-
bly so. Thelr hair and eyes are simply
lovely.” Apart from personal charms,
it is impossible not to admire the gen-
| tle grace and dignity of the wives and

daughters of the Emerald Isle. Go
where you will, I defy you to find an
Irish woman who is otherwise than
naturally distipguished—the very bar-
maids being superior in bearing and
speech to many English duchesses. The
list of beauties is a long one, and look-
ing back we can recall histories of Lhe
i extraordinary loveliness of the three
Miss gunoings, who, when they came
up to London, had actually to be
escorted in Hyde Park by a guard of
[ soldlers sent by the order of the Secre-
tary of State, so overwhelming was
‘ the crowd pressing upon them, Then
there was Lady Denny, Lady Cahir,
| Lady Clare and many others, to say
{ nothing of the present young Duchess
of Lelnster, one of the most attractive
| women of this or any other day.

—There are only about 106,000 post

offices in Great Britain and lreland; in

| the United States the number exceeds
| 50,000,

When you order tress the coming
spriog get thoss that are not over one
year old, as they will root better and
grow faster than those that are larger.

Groupd fish is an excallent food for
laying hens, Mix it with mashed po-
| taloes or any kind of soft food.

Georgia 1s to have an lmmigration
bureau to encourage lmmigration to the
State of industrious and Intelligent
farmers and mechanics,

I Mattle took out ber qaaintly fast-|

I would régard 1t as suf- |
| ficlent security for the loan of the|

014 Year's Night.

;
Tie windy trouble of the western lk{
Has all dled out save one long linsof |
fire,
And karkl tlo breeding North sweeps sad-
iy by
And moans about
spire,

the poplar's gusty

it
Nosnow to-night.  This pitiless wind alone
Betwixt the poor pincbel earth and cal-
lous sk v,
“0id Year,* it cries, sbirill mockery in its
tone;
“*1 come 10 sco the grizzly old year diel™
(45 8
Oh, bitter cold! Leneath dark cottage-eaves
The icicles drip slowly into length.
In empty woods black corpses of dead
leaves
Corl up wlih
strength,

torture of the winter's

Iv.
“0ld year, old year,
apace;
Imwpatient walts the new-called king
witbout,
Take up tby mantle,
face;
What lags the weak, despised old year
abour?"™

tks pight flies on
bide thy wrinkled

- - - - - - «
V.
Hark, widnight chimes! The weary eye-
1ids close;
Falnt sounds Lis death-knell as tho sea
in ahells;
The old year dies with all Lis wounds and
Wik
The new wyear comes with heodless ring
of bells,

MURDER WILL OUT.

On the banks of the St. Joseph river,
midway between the towns of M——
and B . 15 & heap of rulns, consist-
ing of a pile of decayed logs overgrown
with mcas, the remains of a large fire-
place, part of a cellar wall undermined
by the river,

On this lonely spot once stood the
“‘Black Bear Tavern,'’ about which is
told a fearful tale of crime, which met
with an equally fearful punishment.

When Michigan was yet & Territory,
and the ‘‘stale road.” as it was even
then calied, was only a path through
the woods and prairies, there came
three dark-browed men and two hard-
featured women into the little settle-
ment of M—— where they stald until
the men had built the log-house where
they intended to keep a wayside inn or
tavern. Ope of the men purchased a
balf-grown bear of an old trapper, and
from tlus animal, which was kept in
the yard chalned toa post, the house
was called the *“‘Black Bear Tavern.”

Still, with all this, the Gowlers were
not happy. 7They never seemed to de-
sire to make friends, or to become ac-
quainted with thelr neighbors, aund
such shrinking from their own kind
being looked on with suspiclon in a
pew country, It Is not to be wondered
at that they were In il repute among
their neighbors, -

A year bad passed away, when trav-
elers began to disappear in a mysterious
manner. The first one missing was a
peddler of dress.goods, who had trav-
eled through the country several years,
and as he was known to have consider-
able money, Lis loss created conslder-
able excitement. The country was
searched far and near, but nothing was
ever found. All that was known of his
disappearance was Lhat he had starled
from the setllsment, saying be should
put up all night at the Black Bear. “U'he
Gowler family declared that he had
not been near the Black Bear, and as
no one had seen him there, no suspiclon
could be attached to them, and the
affair was finally forgotten.

In three months' time, however, Lwo

left the settlement, bound for
the Black Bear. They were known Lo
have money with them, baving incau-
tiously extiibited 1t to a crowd, among
whom was Hen Gowler, and they, too,
never reached their deatination. After
this several otber persons, both stran-
gers and some that were well known,
mysterionsly disappeared, and suspicion

began to polnt towards the Gowlers,

At Iast the citzens of the seitlement
gathered in a body and went to the
Black PBear to investigate matters,
where they were received by eld Mra
Gowler and her interesting family, and
shown all over the house, but nothing
suspiclous could be discovered and Lhe
crowd retired but baif satised. When
spring came there was & revival of
trade, and it brought a rush of settlers
to Michigan.

The Black Bear Tavern was fllled to
overflowing, and now the myutenous!
disa cé began agaln, and n-
creased to such an alarming extent that |
people began to wonder when the mat- |
ter would end.

At last a vigilance commiltee was
formed, but all to no purpose. Some
of its members were soon among Lhe
missing. and still no clew was galned to
the murderers, for whose apprebension
a large reward was offered.

It was just at this time, on a cold,
ralny day in May, aqulet and very
plainly dressed gentleman rode up to
the door of an Inn in the settlement,
and inquired the distance to the Black
Bear.

*Well, Its "bout ten miles, more or|
less—ralher more, I reckon,” sald the |
landlord. ‘Better 'light, stranger, an’
have somse dinner.”

The stranger, after a moment’s hesi-
tation, alighted from his horse, and,
having seen the animal well cared for,
followed Lis host into the house, where
an excelleut meal was spread n the
kitchen,

Durisg dioner the conversatlon ran
on the strange disappearance of trav-
elers on the road, the stranger,
who professed to know nothing about
the matter, was falrly deluged with
information. At last, dinper being
over, the gentleman, who gave his
pame as Andrew Perkins, pald his bill,
and called for his horse.

The landlord, who *had taken a great
likiog,” as he sald, for Mr. Perkins,
came out to see him off, accompanied
by quite a crowd of loungers, looking
at the strangers horse, a very fine ani-
mal, and among the crowd was one of
the Gowlers.

*I vow, stranger, I hate to hev ye go.
I bope you'll pull threugh all right,’
said his host,

‘Thank you, my frlend,’ was his re-
ply; ‘I hope so, too, for I've a little too
muchh money about me to care to bLe
overhauled between here and CUhlcago.
Good-by."

He role gayly off, taking the road
toward the Dlack Bear Tavern; but
once out of sight of M——_ his manner
changed from that of a careless trav-
eler to that of one who looked for dan-
ger in every direction.

He rode on for some miles, while
swiftiy along the edge of the wocds
bordering the path, glided something

| stood quietly by, while the block from

that Jooked like a shadow, but which
was (o reality @ Luman being, a mur-

derer, only waiting for the opportunity
to pounce on his victim,

Mr. Perkins rode leisurely along,
casting qulck glances on every side.
At last be approached a place where
the road divided, and passad on elther
side of the stump of & large Lree, As
he neared the place where the road
wivided, the stranger grew more cau-
tious, aad reined his horse slowly
toward the left of the stump; but Jusl
as he reached the spol & mMan sprang
from behind with a bound and grabbed
at the horse’s bridie, A sudden pull
upon the reins, and, obedient to his
rider, the intelligent brute rose on fits
hind feet and then came heavily down,
felling the ruflian with his fore feet.

HHe lay motlonless, as Llhe stranger
dismounted and examined hi features.
The horse had done his work well; the
wounded murderer’s skull was crushed
in, causing Instaat death, and the
traveler recoguized the features as
those of the man who had been pointed
out to him as Ben Gowler. He dragged
the body Into the wood, and as it was
[ast growlng dark, be re-mounted his
horse, and hurried forward.

At last Mr, Perkins drew rein 1in
frout of the Dlack Bear, and an old
woman peered out, remarking:

*Light, stranger, and pap’ll tend to
yer hosa, '’

‘I'ap’ made his appearance—an old,
dark, villmnous-looking man — who
leered at the man and then at the
horse, remarkiog:

*A purty smart hoas, mister.”

Bir, Perkins followed the old woman
into a large, roomy kitchen, at one
end of which was a capacious fire-place,
where preparations for supper Wwere
going on, and a table spread with a
coarse white cloth, stood In the centre
of the room, upon which a tall, slat.
ternly woman was employed placing
dishes, while a couple of men lounged
beslide the fire.

All looked up as the stranger en-
tered, and, drawing a chair up by the
fire-place, he sat downo.

‘Come far, straoger?’ asked one of
the men.

*Only from the settlement to-day,

bat [ am for New York,” said Mr.
Perkins blandly.

*Traveling on business?’ Inquired the
man who Lad asked the former ques
tion,

‘Yes, locating lands acd buying wp
wherever [ can get gool bargaing,’ wus
the frank reply.

The men exchangad glancas,

*1 8’pose yer hev ter carry a good deal
of money along, don't ye¥' inquired

‘Pap,’ who had eutered in time to hear |

the last remark of his guest.

*Yes,” sand Mr. Perkins, composedly;
‘1 generally carry a belt around my
body pretty wall stuffed.”

Was the man crazy thus to betray the
whereabouts of his wealth to these
hardened wretches?

‘Supper’s ready; set up, stranger,’
said old Mra. Gowler, and all hands
gathered around the table, and here,
as at the settlement, the traveler, with-
out seeming to do so, turned the con-
versation on the mysterious disappear-
ances of so many travelers, and joined
most heartily with Pap Gowler In hop-
ing the ruffians would soon be found
But; for, as the old man pathetically
remarked, *they were jest a spilin® the
travel.’

Supper over, Mr. I"erkins, after an
bour or 8o spent pleasantiy in drawing
out his hosts, took out of his pocket a
beavy gold watch, and, remarking It
was nearly nine o'clock, and that he
had to be up early in the morning, said
he would retire at once,

Pap Gowler took a candle, lighted it,
and Jed the way from the Kitchen to »
parrow entry and up a rude Might of
stairs, to the long, low room, used for
‘folks of quality,” as he assured Mr.
Perkins.

It struck the latter that there was
something rather sardonic in I'ap Gow-
ler’s wishes on leaving him that he
might enjoy a good night’s rest,

A= soon a8 he bad fastened the door,
Mr. Perkins began a tour of Inspection
arrund the room. It seemed at flrst
sight a simple, plainly turnished cham-

ber, suclh as the traveler (nds, or used
to find In lhe West, A home-made
carpel covered the floor, and the furni- ‘
ture copsisted of a piue table covered
with a white spread, a couple of splint- ‘
bottom chairs, and a large four-post
bed, completely shrouded 1n heavy cur-
tains of some thick brown stufl.

Ar, Perkins stopped short on review- |
ing the latter arrangement; then, cau- i
tiously removing his boots, he glided to
the door, listened attentively an in-
stant, and then hung a towel over the
fasteniogs of the door. While doing
80, he discovered a small slide in the
door itself, directly over the lalch.
Candle in hand he returned to the bed,
and, carefully parting the curtains, he |
peered anxiously inside, but mnothing
met his eyes save the piilows and
blankets. He vappened to press his
hand heavily on the center of Lthe bed,
throwing considerable welght on it
when all at once a shight cresking noise
overhead startied him, and raising ms
eyes, as he sprang backward, be bebeld
what seemed a square block out of the
celling slowly starting from its placs,
but which returned to its place us soon
as he had removed his hand.

*Ah, bha!® sald he softly. *I knew Lhat
thoss curtains meant something; 1've
lived Jong enough to know that cur-
tains on & bed In a Western tavern
s!mply meant foul play.’

While thus muttering, he was already
down on his knees under the bed look-
ing for some solution of what Lield up
that movable part of the ceiling,

A littie examination served to show
him that the legs of the bedstead were

hollow, and that heavy rtopes ran
through them from the celling, and
these ropes all ceatered In one place
directly under the center of the bed.
Wishing to see how the contrivance
worked, he searched for something to
use as a welght to draw down the
block, and at last found a heavy stick
of wood in one ecorner of the room.
Placing this earefully in the bed, be

the celllng descended swiftly and
surely, and, with a startling thud,
struck the log exactly in the spot
where his head would have been it he
had got into the bed,

He shuddered as he examined the
block, which proved to be of stone,
nearly square, with heavy iron rings
fastened 1n it, through which the ropes
were pazsed.

While be still stood, studying the
movements of the Infernal machine
before him, he was startled by hearing
the sound of some one softiy ascending
m:}nnﬁy ing out his light, b

utt ou igh e
crept bo'ard the door, and awalted
further developmeuts,

He heard the steps pause at his door,

|a struggle that

a#nd soon a grating noise, and a Land
undoing the fastenings of the door
through the sl'ding panel, warned him
of & new danger.

An Instant later the door was opened
and the man who had plied the traveler
with questions entered the room. He
had no candle, but the bright light of
a full moon came in through Lhe
windows and lit up the room.

After listening an instant, he went |

toward the bed, Perkins cresping afte:
Lim, and as Le essayed to draw the

curtains, the traveler sprang upon him |

llke = tiger, throwing hlm over upon

the bed. A noiseless struggle followed, |

at the close of which Tom Gowler was

lying gagged and bound with Perkins |

standing quisetly over him,

A sound of feet on the stairs caused
bim to hurry again to the door.

‘Is he done for?' asked the volce of
Pap Gowler, at the door, in a loud
whisper.

*Yes,” replied Perkins, who at ouce
reallzed lus terrible perll, and the
vecessity of assuming Tom Gowler's
:haracter, if Lie wonld save Lis life.

‘If he's done for, jest hand out his
watch and bell, and while I take ’em
down stairs you tie him up in the bag,
an’ 1"l be up or send Jed to help chuck
him into the river.’

So without a moment's hesitation,
the truveler saw at once what was to

be done; he quletly handed his belt and |

watch cut to the old ruffian, and then,
when Pap Gowler's steps were heard
descending the stalrs, he hastened back
to the bed and began searching for the
sack or bag, which, having found, he
wenl to the bed, and dragging the bound
form of Tom Gowler to the floor, began
to draw the sack over him.

A shudder convulsed the villain's
frame, and his eyes glared in Lheir hate
and fear at his captor.

*Thomas Gowler,” sald Perkins, in a
low wvolce, *vour days are numbered—
ay, ¢ven your moments, One of us

must die, and I prefer it should be you. |

Pray while you can, for you must dle.’

While talking, Mr. Terkins was
basily engaged in drawing the bag cver
his prisoner, and soon he was com-
pletely enveloped in it and the mouth
closed and tied. The prisoner was so

rmly bound thas he was unable lui

move even a finger,

Mr. Perkins had
work when Pap Gowler appeared at
tha Coor. Entering the chamber, he
went to the window toward the niver
and swung the sash, which was on
hinges at one side, wide open, and
then drawing from under the Led a
large piece of Iron, he fastened it to the
bag. and said:

‘Now come help toss
river—how slow yer sre, Tom.'

For an Instant Perkina bhesitated;
then be took (rm Lold of the bag, and
wilh 0ld Gowler's help carrled it to the
window and slung it cut 1nlo the river,
It struck the water with an ominous
spiash and all was still.

‘Now, Tom, you go to the bain an’
take the stranger’s horse and ride him
mnst to the settlement, then let him
loose an’ they’ll think Perkins was
killed in the woods. It'll never do to
keep that horse, 'cause folks kinder
suspects us now, an’ while yer out try
an’ find DBen.
him.?

The traveler could have told
but he did not, and
Gowler’s voice, he said:

*All right, pap, 1I"ll go now.’

He hurried out of the chamber and
down the staws and cut of the side
door as fast as possible,

He found the barn & rough affair of
logs, and his horse stood near the door,
already saddled and bridled, evidently
left just as his master had rode him,
in order that he might be turned loose.

With a sigh of relief, Perkinsg sprang
on the back of the animal, and rode
carefully out of the clearing; once out
io the road be gave his horse the reln,
and falrly flew along through
woods, never halting untll he reached
the settiement of M——_ and stopped
in front of the tavern just before mid-
night. Terkins roused the inmates of
the hoose, bLidding the landlord to
alarm all the able-bodied men about
the seltlement, These, some ten or &
dazen all told., were soon guthered In
the bar-room listening to the traveler’s
story.

When Perkins had (nlshed Lis recital
& briel council was held, and the resuilt
was that half 20 hour later, seven of
tli» hard:est tackwoodsmen, headed by

just finished his

bhim,

! an old trupper and Perkins, filed silently

out of the settlement and rode toward
the Black Bear Tavern., All were
well-armed and well-mounted, avd It
was not Jong ere they reactied the place
where the road divided around the
stump. Here the party dismmounted,
and led Ly Perkins, they found the
body of Den Gowler. By the light of a
dark lautern which Perkins produced,
the settlers were evabled to identily
his features, and then piling brush
over the body, they remounted and
hurried on.

At last they rode emilently iuto the
ciearing, and as silently dizmounting,
approached the tavern. ‘the trapper,
Bill Wing, 1apped on the door, and
called out in & low, hoarse voics:

‘Open the door, papl®

*1s that you, Tom? Have you found
Ben?' asked Lthe old man, as they heard
him unfastenlog the door.

‘Yes, hurry up!® replied the trapper,
in a Lioarse, low volesa,

The door swung open, and before
Pap Gowler understood matters, he
found himself firmly held in the grasp
of the Lrapper,

Quletly the party Oled Into the house,
and ligliting & couple of cardles that
siood on the table, still in that same
fearful =ilence, Leld théem up =0 that
Pap Gowler might ses 1'erkins,

For an instant the old wretch
stared atthe man whom he bad sup-
posed was Iying dead in the bottom of
the river, and then sank slowly back
against the wail, mutlering:

*It's a spook; I know ‘'Uis, ’cause I
helped Tom throw bim Into the river.’

‘No,” replied Perkins, ‘you did not

kill me as youa thought. 1 bound and |

gagged your son Tom, and you helped
me to throw him inlo the river.’

The old wrelch slipped down on the
floor, with a groan, which was echoed
by a wild ery from the two women, and
an oath from the man who cawme into
the kitchen at Lhat moment.

*That's the fellow I saw Lere lo-
night,’ said Perkips. ‘He's one of
them; nab him.’

*He hain’t been roun’ bere more'n
six monihs,® said one of the selllers,
‘but he's & wmean cuss, and Betsey
Gewler's husband, too, so of course
he's one of "em.’

This speech was made at Lle close of
resuited in binding
Dick Peters, oid Gowler’s son-ln-law,
and placipg bim beside his wife's
father.,

During this performance, M, Gow-
ler shbrieked and swore until she was
obliged to Ceslst from waut of breath,
while Betsey Gowler look the matter
=arv coolly;, ueitbher weeplug nor curs-

him into the |

I don't see what kceps |

imitating Tom
|

the |

ing, but turning to Bill Wing, simply]
sald: |

‘I;m ready to tell all all 1 know, i!]

you'll Jet me go so far from my folks
| that I'l never get a chance ter hear
| from any o’ them.”

The men conferred together for a
few minutes, and Bill Wing sald:

*We don't want ter hart yer, or the
old woman; 8o, if you tell the whole
truth, make a ciean breast of it, we'l
let you go scot free.”

Thus assured, the old woman begau
her recital of horrors, which we will
briefly relute.

The Gowiers wero from New York,
| where they had kept a low dancs-house,

and a stranger having been murdersd |

there, they (ad to Michigan, where the
men, who were all good mechanics, had
constrocted the trap bed which had
caused so many deaths, and also built
the houose so that the bodles of their
victims could be flung into the river,
Sometimes they varled their peiform-
ances by waylaying travelers 7t the
stump where the roadas forked, and

hiding their bodies 1o the underbrush,

When she linished the terribile recital
of the fendish work of her famlily,
darker and sterner lhan ever the sel-
tlers conferred together, and then Der-
kius addressed himsell to Pap Gowler.

*You may as well know your doom
at once. Your son Ben lies near the
| big stump, killed by my horse. Your
| other son, Tom, lies at the botlom of
| the river; and it is the decree of these
| men that you and your son-in-law shall

both be hung from the window of the
chamber whence so many of your vic-
tims have been hurled inlo eternity.
You will have weiglhits attached Lo your
| bodies, =0 that when the rope Is cut
| you will become food for fishes.’

There was no use to ask for mercy.
Oupe glance at those stern faces showed
even Mrs. Gowler that; and in awed
silence she followed the settlers as they
dragged Lheir prisoners up the stairs
and Into the chamber whera o many
had laln down never to awaken,

The window was swung open, a
| short, round plece of timber was pro-
duced and frmly secured to the inside
of the chamber,

When all was ready, Lthe two wretch
were each provided with a rope, hieavy
weights fastened to their feet, and in
spite of thelr cries and prayers, the
men were brought close to the window
The ropea around their necks were
fastened to the beam, and both of them
were pushed out of the window &nd
| launched Into eterniiy. For a few
minutes they hung dangling over th
river; then as one of the settlers cut
the ropes by which they wera suspiend.
ed, both bodies fell heavily into the
water, and were lost to sight forever.

Their work done the avengera turned
to bid the women leave, but Detsey
| Gowler was gone, and was never heard

of more,

Mr. I'erkins turned out to be a de-
tective from New York, who had been
hired by the authoritles to hunt up the

| cause of the mystericus murders.

H1S LOST DAUGHTER

| Strange Meeting In A Beor Saloon

The wallresses employed In one of

| the underground saloons on
street, between Jackson and Pacifle,
San Francisco were treated to a scene
a few nights ago which had the effect
of drawing tears from the eyes of the

| hardened witnesses to the affalrin which

| one of thelr number was a principal
participant.

Among the waltresses was ons who
went under the nawe of Jenvy Luang,
and all that was known of her was that

| her husband had served four yeor
in the State I'risou for grand larciny
| under the name of Frank Jones.

On the evening inquestion an elde
man,with gray halr and a full beard,
| entered the dive to have aglass of Leer,
| Seating himself at one of the tables, a

young woman approidched him and lo-
quired what he wished todrink, RHe

coiving his order, she skipped across
the sawdust to the bar., The old man™s
eves followed the lttle form of the
waitress, and his guze was fastened

upon bher a3 she leaped agniust 1
| eounter waiting for the beer. Ilaving

obtained I1t, sho approached her custo-
mer, her eves met his, and boltu looked
4t each other Intently for a few seconds;
then a sudden scream; and the crash of
a tumbler broken on the four caused
all present to look In the duwection
from which the sound came, What.
was seen was the form of the wallress
stretched upon the floor with the old
man on bis knees by her salde, her
head resting gently upon his arm. The
rounders of the place were ready to fall
| upon and do him barm, a8 they thought
that he had assaulted their compunion,
but the words ““My daughter,’™ "My
daughter,’” cansed them to halt In thq
executlion of their attack. Stimulu
Laving been administered Lo the pr
trate woman she scon recovervd cuo
threw her arms around Lhe man’s neck
aud covered his venerabls facwe
Kisses, “HPapa," *“*TPapa,
dear.’” He was her father, who, by
the merest chance, hadl wet her ay
narcated,

The closlng s
ble incidant 13 old in o few words
Jeunle Lang, as sle was calied, was
the only daughter of Jefferson Wellman,
a miner, who became wealthy by Und-
ing & rich mine 'n Colorado about six-
teen years ago. With Jennie and one
boy Wellnan and s wife resided in
Denver, where Jeunie formed the ac-
guaintance of the man known as Jones,
but whose proper name was Frank Hy.
land, and who gave the psople there to

| understand that e was travellng upou
| hls lncome. Wellman and his wife
forbade Hylaud the house and cau-
tioned Jeunle Lo shun Llm, bLub ke a

| great many other joung women, Jen
nie did not Lieed ber parents and mar
rled Hyland, who wasa gambler 4
thlef,

After tLelr martiaze they came Lo
Califormia. Here Hyland decerted his
wife and wound u? in the penitentiary
for stealing a pur=e from his room-mate
in & lodglng-hous= in Lhis city.
deserted and ashamed to relurn to ber
parents, drifted Iloto the DBarbary

|
Coast. Durlog the few years since sto
left home Ler mother and brother had
died and her aged and heartbroken
fatber had started off from Colurado
| from the scene of Lis trouble, and by
| chance met his daughter, He took her
froms her degraded occupation to the
Ru:s House, where Le was staying at
the time, and, without revesling h's
daughter’s indentily or the manner in
which he found Ler, departed with ber
from the scene of her troubles,
—_— .-

Kearny

N . F 1y e
Rl o LLls TeInarka-

—An ecceninc bachelor of Ann
| Arbor, Mich., who was recently wille!
|s;m.um on condition that he marTy
| within five years, has since been flooded

with proposals,. They come from
! women in all paris of the country.

after murdering and robbing them, |

" NEWS IN BRIEF.

~—A man was recently arrested
Troy and sent to the poo LouSe,
When searched he hLs T in

| pocket—confederate c
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