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do not stumbls,
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1 of sight;
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the right.™

will lowve thee,
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A LICRY ESUAPE,

> n_’ wdventure o ﬁlﬂtl‘.
{ Iwing told by a

- b { lUrst explain the
< which led to my becom-

Tlaves siugy

{ wix father, u clergyman
iher with very reduced
v, of whom I
wxlous to do
her, but, thoug
jHAln education and
wirssen] no accom-

Jd 1 spoke French
1 coukl not tlat-
arsiai. It was there-
' | w place for me the
o whilelh would enable me
1 was nbout, how-

r

L"_u riise for the post of cem-
- 1 er Tedched us from
ve of my father’s which

it LY Tor us,
- , hid married a
,_- man, wi o t her hises-
e aid Wl L # gquarrel with

—my grandfather—had sep-
v from her family,
word  fromn  her  for
<lie had written to us
eLier,
uy  condolences, she
understood my
family and small
e happy 1o receive
to reside with her

- =1 will give her, if she
cepls 0¥ thirty ponndsa year,™
e addnd, ~andd, us was ¥y little dress is
sevired 0w howw—for 1 see no one
= e doctor and  clergymen—she
a abile to spare twenty pounids
i s o belp ber family, But
£ wember that my house isa

fir in the countiy, that
meut is small, consisting
faithin! servants and 2
ant, and that her life will
us routine with only an
her companion, If

|
|

Space between it and the wainscot, My
eves, following the ledge, percoived
three bimss bell-wires above It running
round the room, which struck me as
unusual—in modern houses bell-wires
are generally concesled—but 1 made no
remaarks on my discovery, Mrs. Whee-
ler then led me back to my own room,
and, ufter 1 had deeclined her civil offer
Lo unpack for me, left me,

I found my new Lome quite endur-
able, though very dall and mouotonous.
My aunt was a great reader, and [ also
loves] boks,  One of my duties was to
read to Der, and, as she  selected good
works aud discussed them dleverly af-
terwands, my task was a pleasant one,

I grew quite fond of Aunt Helen, al-
thoush 1 could not shut my eyes to the
fact that she was parsimonions, Ewery
det:iil of bousekeeping was most care-
fully looked into by her, and our table
wus of the plaipest kind, A jomt—
valen re-dressed in many ways ull it

| was [inished —the simplest and cheapest

ol puddings, stale bread (home-made
however), and weak home-brewad table-
beer constituted our daily diet. Buat
there was enough to eat, and my healthy
Young appetite was gatisfied by plan
food My sunt seemed pleased that 1
was happy and contented, and did her
besi Lo souse me by repeating old sto-
ries and the gossip of her early life,

P when she bad mixed in the world and

[ il IS

genvfize she is timid or fond of gayely I
#halbtter pot think of eoming
b

A will socept the offer; dearest moth-
I don't know what fear
t care fur gayety, even if
in such sorrow.,™
lear, the salury 18 so small
drearv; and we
vard that Annt Helen is
remonstoutad my

ST S0

1 wlwayvs exaggerates,” I
she may be nicer than
she seems  very straiglit-
profiaoly means  Kindly.
1, she wust for pursakes
gamst Ler besetting

s refuse to accept her

1wy mother, **if you re-
4 like
¢ remaining rels-
,when she EKnows

By

n her a4 the last male

wl secepted Mrs, Keith’s
Ul November after-
crwands I arrived ot
iuto

of the Tovm

el wisa very old

&5, who extended bor lund and wel-

el e As | took it, she

O me down and kissed my cheek.
wok of my brother—

by m your face, Lot-
*his quick, keen eye and
wd Lo see you sit down. ™
int, she observed that
il be glad to take

: Tress, and mng the

St appearing, she de-

&L": sud up Mrs, Wheeler, ad-
‘_x»_e '.” withdrew—

- “:'_.'—-—-.', bis wife, and avillage lass

h"-:. m}) o-"a.-'..-.‘uuuut, Lottie. [

o 0N o] much  attend-

ml

R - 3

‘ih-{ ‘4_-1 und looked pleased, Mrs,
by - shortly  afterward appearad
3 a1 me 1) wy yoonxs, which was on

R S 1),
"l uto the principal one at
It wisa larpe dismal-

S U0aYY woollen furniture and

rlafys a1 : :
sl - embroidered in

| cleveriv
everty

Dow

ladéd ju a manner that
g T e e
w: ave d ted the art school,
h!:;\ ¢ Lbey lud basen in their
lﬂ:i»" of it colors, | admir-
. Murk o Mrs, Wheeler,"”
‘Oh,

)i ﬁ;{‘, s nothing to the tapestry
Sty s LIS Toom, matam, if you
"‘lij TR .

Bl Koown many distinguished people of an

eariier da)‘.
Mrs, Wheeler also was very atteutive

i ueither pliy the | and ¢ivi to me; but somehow [ never

cotthd wither ke or trust her. She was
a very white loking woman of about
sixty, with vesy gray hair and eyebrows
and fadal blue, fortive eyes, which
vever looked steadlly at one. Aunt
Helen told e that her housekeeper

lad had agreal sorrow, which had pre- |

wnturely sivereid her hair and given
her complexion its singula iy gray tings,
Her only son had been wild and wicked
fund been the companion of poachers,
and ina midoight fray nad killed a
keeper, for which, haviug been taken,
and tried, e was  soulenced to  some
years of penal servitude, His mother,
who doted on him, had never recovered
the shame and sorrow of lus trial.  For
ths, of course, I pitisd ber; but the
mauner in which she encouraged my
wipt’s foible of saving and the servile
ilitery shie offered her  disgusted me,
Sae triesl  flattery on me at first, but
without suceess. 1 was too well aware
o my own lack of beauty to accept her
recognition of my chirma,

I bad been two months nearly at
Boarbunt, and Jamnary—cold, sleepy
damp and dreary—was upon us.  But
I generally managed Lo get a run out
into the park before dinner. Without
the fresh air thus obtained, I ecould
searcely have endured the elose room
which my nunt never changed, and In
which | pussesl the whole of the other
part of the dayv. But one morning
when about to dress for my walk to
weok-(day service, I found that a boot
lnee of my only patr of walking-boots
was broken,  On seeking for another, |
{onind that [ had not one left, and 1

| pun down to Mis, Wheeler to ask her
| if she eould lend me one,

it, yon shall i

your brother |

l
|

Rt 11 o see itI" And she led me
Pt e FHOr L0 tHoIn exactly op-
Bty WL, which was hung with
‘l;j}t,: B3 Wonderful state of preser- |
Wi Iy e 1, -
ai\.n;J o SGuck by it, and rather
tlgge o 0 Hial 1 should net sleep

Lling

dreary-looking

8 i «
G} Mrs, Keith, feeble

e, I.g: s

; ." ? Tur - »
W ¥ she and [ occupied
Sesin. i, lie house, the servants
=% 10 another w g
H!'a,lﬁi'&‘l.lﬁ'"*“‘ mistake of my
Bt by, DU Wheeler, “seeing
‘hnuf!,,' _-l-='1 Jewels wre  all here;
M b LSS Corbould, she has
Sty U EvVer Sinee Mr, Keith's

g
er

=

Pile and jewels here?”

boughtiessly plancing round
318 Which I eould perceive on-
© Wandrobe anda chest of

I ex-

ep

-'igé’

"‘“ A, in a closet behind the
5 she g PUIting two of the
g iy el me that they eover-
Ml&-&ﬂ'hl"“ of nieh earving,
Ptuyg o & Siame 1o hide, 1 then

ti lapestry hung from

s

protection; and I |

Althougt nominaily a housekeeper
shie ld no room of her own—*""it saved
a lire,”” she sald, **to live in the kitch-
eny” and thither 1 proceeded. The
dour was shut; I opened it, and was
about to proffer my request, when she
wivanced rapidly, stood exactly in front
of me, 50 as to prevent my entering and
1skel in a nervons, irritable manner
whitt T wanted., 1 told her; and she at
onee as-ured we that she had no lnces,
bt that she had po doubt Mrs. Keith
conld give me one; and then she nearly
shiutl the door in my face. She had not
lowever prevenled me from seeing the

fizure of a man sitting in the chimney- |

corper, who for one instant had turned
a very evil looking fucein the direc-
Lhon.

I was mtther surprised at ber having
w visitor, as I had often heard her de-
clare to my aunt that she would never
admit one; and I ascribed Ler manifest
agitation to my detecting her in the act
of receiviog “*a follower,” as she would
have said. However, I hastensd to
ber o luce of Mrs Keitl:, who Wmilingly
assured me thint she bad long since
censed to wear lace boots or o possess
lares. I could not therefore go out.
=he advised me as o substitute for out-
of-doors exercise, to run over the old
house,

“It {3 of great size,* she said, “and
will take many steps to traverse, and it
way amuse you to explore the many
nooks and corners, though I eannot
prowmise you the excitement of a ghost
or a4 mystery to discover. Itsa cowm-
monplace old rambling house."

Plensed at the idea of exploring, 1
set off at onee, taking a tumning she
had deserived, lower down the gallery,
and finding a perfect nest of chambers
on that foor. ‘They were all furnished
but the furniture was duasty, damp,
wouldy and falling into decay. A flight
of stairs at the end of these rcoms temp-
ted me to aseend higher. The upper
story was still more ramblin  auvd ful-
ler of passages, steps, nooks, and eor-

ners than the one below; and I Dbegun |

to tlunk that 1 might lose mysell in
such a labyrinth, and that I had bstter
return, when on opening a dosr and
stepping into another of these deserted

e . . | & £ i ye sthi *
w:'";r:""« containing a fuur-l.nﬁi."hmhem‘l Saiptd OV MumectIg

and, looking down, perceived a rough
strong pairof men’s boots just under
my feet. 1 was greally astomshed,
especially when, on glancing round the
room, [ percerved the signs of recent
oceupation. The bed had been slept in
and wias not yet made, and the grate
contained the ewbersof a flire. Who
could have slept here and been indulged
inafire. a luxury which eyen Mrs
keith did not allow herself? The
Wheelers and the general servant slept
in the wing over the offices. Who
could be dwelling here unkuown to
Aunt Helen? )
Whilst I still stood wondering, I
heard heavy steps approaching; and,
not liking to be found where 1 was, 1
darted forwand, opened another door—
which 1 hoped led from the room —and
found myself in a large low closet

| with a small window init. 1 hadshut
| the door after me before I perceived to

| open itand go out agmn, when

| now, you may be sure, mother.

what the egress led, and 1 was at[)oh%
& nin’s footsteps in the chamber,
thought it beiter to remain where 1
was, A harsh voice said—
o ill have all the money
The gal will -
won't be more than a pilfry ﬂrty—poupd
legacy tor you and father she with
a1l them untold, heaped upnches! Yc;u
think of what 1've said, and how }o! i
we should be acrossthe mmﬂnﬁpong.
“Don't talk of it no more, Will, ‘fa-
plied the voice of Mis. Wheeler. It
ain't to be thought of, The old lady
Lias always been good and

injured.™

“Who wants to burt her?”* was the
grull rejoinder. “Only | say it'sa
shame for that gal to cut vou out of
your life’s earnirgs—for that’s what it
is about.”

“Well, we'll see,” sald the woman—
I thought with reluctance and hesita-
tha In her tone—“we'll see! Now
take what thungs you want, and go;and
don’t come back till to-morrow night,
nor yet before ten then. You might
have been seen by Miss Corbould to-
day if I hadn’t had my witsabout me.”™

“1 believe she did see me, and that
Mrs. Keith will be told that [ am here ™
was the reply. “‘If you doas I advise,
we have no time to lose.”

“She didn’t see you, or she'd have
asked who you were—she did so ones
when she saw the gardener in the kiteh-
en; and I don’t think she'd make any
miscluef if she did. She's not & bad
sort, as you say, Will.”

He muttered something that sounded
like a curse.

“Come,” she added, *‘take what vou
left aud let us go. 1 must ses you safe
out of the house before Mrs, Keith
rings for her breakfast—and it is past
her usual time now. "

“Where's the gal gone?” he asked,

“To church; 8o we are safe from her
Dut make haste.”

A drawer was opened, and after s
minate or two [ heard them leave the
room and shut the door. 1 trembled
lest 1 should hear a key turn in the lock
but, happily for me, it had long been
lost. Assoon asa profound silence
made me feel secure, 1 came out of my
hiding place, and flew along the pass-
age Ull [ found the stairs, which [ de-
seended in great haste, ouly breathing
freely when 1 was in my own room
again.  Then I sat down to think

There could le no doubt that Mrs,
Whesler's son had erther eseaped or ob-
tained a ticket of leave, and was actu-
ally m the house—nay, had slept in the
deserted rooms, And wha was the
advice he had given his mother? Surely
to rob my aunt or kill me! Thus I un-
derstood Lis words, 1 resolved instan-
| tly to start for church; the services
would be over and probably before I
reached it, but 1 should see Mr., Den-
| ham, the clergywan, and conld tell him

what [ had heard, and ask him what to
do,
I reached the church just as the con-
gregation was coming  out, and found
| to my dismay, that Mr. Denham was
from home, and that the clereyman who
had ofliciated for him had just driven
off, on his return’to his own parish. |
| was terribly vexed. I went to the par-
sonnge however, and, on seeing the
[tector's old servant, | asked her if she
could let me write n line there, to her
master, as I had 4 message for him.
She consented civilly, gave me paper,
pen, and ink, and, while [ hastily wrote
wy story to Mr., Denham, dried my wet
boots for me by her fire.
Before I left, T asked her if the al-
arum at the park were rung, could the
villagers hear it. She replied, **Yes,™
—slie believed It had been heard many
years ago. But why did 1 ask? 1 re-
plied that I was afraid of Lurglars, and
wished o know if help ecould be ob
tained.
| Having her promise to give the note

to Mr. Denham on 4i1s return—which
| would be the next morning, she told
me—1I again set out on a hurried walk
home, but arnived there so late that
M=, Keith bhad becowe alarmed, and a
little eross at her delayed dinner,
Wheeler was with her, looking, I
thought a little anxious,

**S) you went to church after all”

said my aunt, when I had apologized
and explained that I tad been detained
at the Rectory while my boots dried.
“You bad much better have amused
yourself by exploring the old house or
wilking up and down the corridor.”

“Oh, but T wanted also te getsoie
boot-laces in the village,” 1 replied,
| “*which I have done, or [ should have
been kept in again to-morrow] Ou
some rainy day I can get Mrs. Wheeler

to show e Lhe bouse,”” As [ spoke, |
perceived the unxious expression puss
from Muis. Whesler's face.
“wheeler 1811, you will be sorry to
hear,” sald my aunt, accounting for
| her housekeeper's waiting on us. **Mrs.
| Wheeler tells me he had a sort of fit
| last night., I want ber to send for the
| doctor, but she thinks he is better and
only needs rest, ™

Dinner over, | took a seat near my
nunt, and, first conjaring her not to
tell any one what [ was about to com-
municate and not to be alarmed, I re-
Jated my adventure of the morning.
sue lstened with amazsment and ap
preliension.

“jle can mean nothing but wicked-
pess!” she excluimed as [ paused. “'Ile
is one of the most unscrupulous villains
| [ have ever heard of. To think of his
being free again and taking shelter here!
We might as well—or better—have a
loose tiger in the house. Jane Wheeler
is an idiot to be so infatuated with that
vile son of hers, She isandalways will
be a mere Instrument in his hands,
thougl I really believe she 1s attached
to me,

“And her husband¥” I asked.

“Ie is a poor feeble old man. What
could he do without firearms? And we
have none 1o the house. No; our only
chance of safety lies in Mr. Denham’s
coming to-morrow morning, as I have
no doubt he will,” replied my aunt,who
shiowed no signs of fear after the first
| wlarm had passed over. ““The convict
will not be here to-night, you say?"*

“No; Mrs. Wheeler said distinetly
to-morrow night at ten.” Bul, auntie
dear, does your bed-room door fasten
securely?”

“Yes; [ have a strong might bolt. 1
never lock my door because of the con-
tingency of fire. Your door is also se-
cured by a bolt, as well as by lock and

key.” .
**And the clus;f’with your plate, which
is in your room
«[t shuts with a spring, and can be
opened by pressure on a certain fower

sacret of which is known only to my-
self.”

“You are sumrl;[m Wheeler has not

u open it?’

ae%r;}gu and thought a moment.

«] believe not she said at length;
shut 1 cannot besure. 1 may have
opened it before her, when I wished
the plate to be taken out and cleaned,
years ago; for 1 have trusted ber entire-
Iy. But how mm:;’:ﬁrt:: know that T
had a closet there

“3pe told me of it the day I arrived
and pointed out the spot. By-the-bye
Aunt Helen, I think any one m!_ght
hide behind your tapestry. It is nated
on a Hmmmm, is space for

hl i

ﬂ??ieor?au perhaps,” she answered,

”

dawned III‘.IIIO'-

than a tiny creature like
The next morning

| he hiung another hell?

in the wood-carving of the door, the |

with n smile, *“but for nothing larger | q

suow, which was still falling heavily,
I was dismayed ab the sizht. What if
itshould prevent Mr., Denham from
coming Lo us in #uswer to my note? |
watched the sky all breakfast time, and
when 1 bad fimshed my coffes hastened
to Aunt Helen’s room to tell her the
bad news, Nie was nol mucn impress-
el by it.  Suow in the South, she said,
was not the olstruction, that it gener-
ally was in the North

*My dear," she added, **1 have rung
three tiwes for Wheeler, and she is no!
come; will you go and sse what 18 the
watter? | am afraid ber husband may
e worse, ™

I hastened to olwy hier, Lut met Mrs,
Wheeler ut the Lop of the stairs, com-
ing, she said, to see  why ber lady had
not wrung for her,

[ explained that the bell had been
rung three times, at which she scemad
much surprised, and, hastening mnto
my wunt’s roow, told lwes also that no
bell had sounded, Aunt Helen desired
Ler to go down and listen while she
rang again, that they might ascertain
whether the bell was broken, or if she
had merely not  heard it.  She obeved
and Aunt Heien pulled vigorously the
bell rope which hung at her bedside.
Presently Mrs. Wheeler re-appeared
and announeced that no bell had soun-
ded. M, Keith looked snnoyed, but
ordered ber to send immediately to the
village for the bell-banger and have the
wi @ repuired. *“The gardener can go
for bim,"" siw added.

Under the ciccumstances this ordi-
nary acculent gave us a very  disagree.
able lmpression, especially as, soon af-
ter my apat bad eutered the drawing
room, | saw the gardener employed o
quierly sweeping a  puth in  the snow
Aunt Ilelin asked Mrs, Wheeler shiarp-
Iy, when she cawe to remove the break-
fast things, why he had npot been seut
for the bell-hanger? But the woman—
though looking, 1 thouglt, confused—
replied that she had asked the butcher,
who chanes]l to be at the house, to

| send him, as Jones the gardener was

wanted o swoeep away the snow,

By noon Mrs. Keith and I began anx-
iously to expect the arrival of Mr. Den-
ham, and Ldid litle else but wateh
frou the window aeross the dreary
waste of suow for his desired appear-
ance—Fatima’s sister scarcely looked
more eagerly—but he did not come,
and two o'cloek dinner was served in

| the profound gloom of a snow-storm,

Wheeler howevar announced that the
bell-hanger hal arvived and was re-
pairing the bells.

“Lottie," said my aunt rather un-
easily after dinner, **the bell-hanger is
a respectable man, I remember. It
would be well perhaps to keep him for
the mght. 15 presence would bea
protection, Go into my room, dear,
bring a book off my table foran exeuse,
and tell him for me, Uat, as the
weather is so bad, I wish him to remain
to supper, and that Mrs. Wheeler will
air him & bed.™

I hastened to take the message, and
found the workman just deseending
lus ladder, his work being completed.

“And il you please to ring, miss,”
he sad, “you will find the Dbells al
right.”

I rang, and the bell was immediately
answered by Mrs. Wheeler. to whom,
instead of the man, [ gave Mrs, Kaith's
message. Her brow clonded at It, bat
the workman was excessively gratefn!,
and thanked me and Mrs, Keith effu-
sively. Ithought, as he spoke, I had
NeVar seen a more cunning type of face,
and I told my aunt so when I rejoined
her.  She smiled.

“Prejudice!” she said.  Ben Hill was
always a very honest, bard-working
fellow: your fears beguile your eyes,
Lottie,” -

But 1 felt very uncomfortably im-
pressed by the beil-hanger's looks, and,
retumingo the bed-room he had just
quitted, 1 looked all through it, behind
the arras and under bed; sofa, and toi-
let table. Then, glancing up at his
work. [ wua surprised to see four wires
where only three had been before. Had
Was there any
trick in the matter? I returned to my
aunt and told her of my discovery.

“*Four wires! e must have hung
another bell,” ghe sald, *‘or perhaps he
has repaired  the alarum, Hill is an

honest fellow, and if he has any sas- |

picions of the Wheelers, bas probably
acted from a good Intention. Take no
notiee of the extra wire, dear.*

*But where is the alarum pope, sun-
tie?” I asked,

““Behind the tapestry at the head of
my bed,” she replied.

Twilight was now closing In, obscur-
Ing the remains of the very httle day-
light we had  had, and a high and bit-
ter wind walled through the old treea.
as if uttering a lament. 1 shuddered
at the sound,

“AMr. Denham eanuol have received
my note, or he would have come,” |
exclaimed despalringly.

“My child,”" sald Aunt Helen, “*we
are not sure that we are 1n any danger,
It Is « mere suspicion. Wheeler may
be faithful after all, and may mnot per-
mit her villanious son to carry out his
plots Remember, too, we are in the
bands of Heaven, to whose care I de-
votedly commend you and myself,' she
added reverently.

My aunt went to bed with a head-
ache, and had her potion given to her,
which she managed Lo pour unperceiv-
ed ints the bad. Wheeler was quite un-
saspicious, and lingerved with her mis-
tress, arranging her curtaing ete, as
If unwilling to say good night, oud af-
fection and fidehty probably contend.
ing agninst a powerful evil influence,
She went at last, and, as soon as the
house was stile, I hurried Aunt Helen
into my room, and then returned to
arrange her own, [ tucked in the cur-
tains exactly as they had been when
Wheeler left her, and then prepared for
my walch. How was I to see through
the thick tapestry if any one tried the
door?

1 had, and 1 have still, in my posses-
sion a large green fan—formerly used
by ladies in place of the then unknown
p rasol, to shield the face from the san.
1 had been greatly amused by (nding
that the upper and centra parts of it
were perforated by large pin-holes, not
perceptible till the fan was held up to
the light, but enaluing its possessor to
see all round her when her face was
apparencly covered by her fan, Tlis
suggested to me that 1 eould pierce the
tapestry in the same way with the stil-
leto used m embroddery. I hastened
to get wine from my work-box, and
pierced two eye-let holes carefally just
where—il they showed at all—thes
would appear like embroidered black
spots. Then, arrauging the night-light
to sult my purpose, I let the nighnt bl
fall, and ensconced myself belind the
arras, jnst as the great clock struck
e'even, a Titble oo Soon periaps, tor the
uarter, half-hour, and three-quarters
struck, and all was profoundly stll.

I was very weary of standing so long

room till I beard sounds, ou when
fust as tweive stroeck and l:i:‘e‘hmtin"
dreanly throngh my eyelet-holes, 1 saw
to wy smazewent, the night bolt slow-
%rhn of itsell and the door open.
sere bad not been a sound, 17 there
hiad, T should have pulled the slarum,
Huappily 1 was so astoutshed that, in-
steud of doing so at once, I watched the
door in silent awe, There entered
Will Wheeler, bis mother, and the bell-
hanger., Th ellrst—Will—made a step
towards the bad, but, with waming
weglure, his mother drew him  back.
She believed that vader the influence
of the opiate the old iady slept. And
I, when I perceived that robbery onls
vins intended, judged it prudent to re-
move wy hand from the alarum-rope,

I was really startlal however, when
the bell-hanger, at & sign from Mrs,
Wheeler, tuking hold of the tapestry
close to me, threw it back over a chair
und displayed the door with a richly-
curved bordering round it, 1 held my
lrealh and gazed eagerly.

**Mrs. Wheeler pressed a koobina
bupch of roses, and suddenly the door
fell back and actually struck my left
shoulder, Will and the bell-hanger in-
stantly disappeared, and Mrs, Wheeler
fullowed them, They had gone into
the closet!

Io an instant I remembered the spring
afd with the swiftness of the thought
itself | threw my whole strength on the
door and pushed it to, It shut wigh a
clang, the spring closing ut once: and 1
Lisard a wild scream from Mrs, Wheeler
aud the ery, “Great Ieaven, we can
never gel out!™ in the bousekeeper's
vulee,

The robbers were trapped! Greatly
excitad, I seizad the rope of the alurum
and pulled it. It cams down upon my
head, covering me with dust. It had
been partially eut through, and a touch
severad it.  Bot one single stroke nev-
ertheless wus given by my frenzied
strength on the great bell—one awful
boom sounded on the night air.

Then 1 rushed from my hiding-place
aud from the room, locked the door
outside, and went to Aunt Helen, who
was sitting up in bed, pals and tremb-
ling. She hud heard the one stroke on
the alarum and thought I bad been
murdered ere [ conld sound it again.
She clasped me in her arms, weeping,
and murmured thanksgivings whea she
heard what 1 had done,

“They cannot get out, my love ™ she
said; “it is impossible.

I left herafter & while, and returned
to the drawing-room, in order to ses
if any one would answer that oue stoke
on the alarum. A foolish hope it seem
ed; yet. wrapped in a large shawl, 1 sat
al the open window and looked eagerly
down the avenue, At lengtha sound

I struck on my ear—the gullop of Lorses;

and soon after I saw two riders,distinet-
I¥ deflned against the snow, apy - ach-
ingthe hall door. 1 leaned ou® amd
eried “*Who comes?* and uttered gl
caiy when Mr. Denham’s volce answer-
ed,

Iran down and, with eager tremb-
ling fingers, unfastened the hall door
and wlmitted hine, He gmsped both
my extended hands and exclaimed—

“Thauk Heaven that you are safel
Oh, Lottie, I have had a ternble shoek!
Why did the alaram stop?”*

“The rope was cut and fell upon my
head,” I sald, laughing hysterically;
und then I led him up-stairs and told
him all that had happened, his man
holding his horse at the door,

1 felt quite abashed, he prased my
courage and presence of mind so much;
and 1 learned then and there for the
first time that Ceell Denbam loved me
He explained that the snow had delaved
his return, the road having to be clear-
@], bt he had arrived in the course of
the evening; his housekeeper however
forgot to give him my note till just as
Lie was going to bwl.  As soon as he
had read it. he gave orders for his horse
to be saddled, and for his mun to ac-
company him, They had ridden off ut
once, and had roused the villagers and
bidden some of the men and the polioe-
men to follow them; then they hurnied
on. Mr. Denham had been greatly al-
armed at hearing that one sullen boom
of the alurum, [le feared that further
ringing had been stopped by violence,

When we had thas mutually explain-
ed watters, Mr. Denlum thought he
hid better see if the robbers had any
accomplices in the house, and tade me

umd announce his arrival to Auut
Ielen, Meantime he and his servant
searched the house.

By the time the seare’s was coucluds
ed, the rural poliee an | sowe men from
the village arrived; but it was thought
best, as the convicts were kunown to be
desprrate characters, to keep them in
the safe custody of the spring il day-
light.

Beo Hill the bell-hanger, was amongst
our friends who came to help, and was
very indignant st finding he bhad heen
personated, The policemen informed
us that Will Wheeler was out on ticket
of leave, and thal the bell-hanger was
out on ticket of leave, and that the bell-
hanger was probably a “*pal*’ of hisand
had come down from London for the
ob,

; When day had fully dawned, the
police assisted by Mrs. Keith, opened
the eloset door, and & terrible spéctacle
presented itself. Mrs. Wheeler and the
two men lay on the floor in a heap, un-
conscions. Then first we understood
why their shouts and cries had ceased,
There was no ventilation in the eloset,
and they had consumed the air, They
were removed at onee; but the old wo-
man wits past mortal aid—she was dead.

The wen were restored by the wise
means used under Mr, Denham’s dire
tions, and by the time medical wid caie
had recovered consciousness, They
were taken away togaol. Will Whee-
ler afterwards confessed that he had -
duced s mother to consent to the rob-
bery of Mrs. Keith's hoards, on condi-
tion that no harm should bedone to the
old lady—though, if any alarm had
been given, that promise would not
have been kept,

1 am now the Rector's wife, and my
aunt’s declared heiress, on condition
that we shall live with her at Boarhunt.
My husband has consented, as his poor
people are withina walk. The old
house has been renovated and refur-
nished, and the bright happy faees of
my motoer and her cluldren—now the
welcome guests of Aunt Helen—make
it as genial and comfortable a home as
it was a dreary one.

Aunt Helen has haid the alarum-rope
mended, but she keeps up the fourth
wire—rendersd useless however—as a
memorial of what she calls her dear
Lottie’s heroism,

e et
—The city of Mexico has 16 daly

papers.
—Myriads of poung grasshoppers are
reported commg out of the sandy soil
on the south side of the ri-
ver, ibove Pueble. Cou, devouring
vegetables and tendes shruls

author rece:tly dead:

er (zilliatt had fallen for some minutes.
The monster was the inhabitant of

placs,
witer,
All the splendors of the cavery exist-
ed tor it alone,
On the day of the previous month

the grotto, the dark ontline, vaguely

Secret wilers, wos this monster, It was
here in its home,

inth the cavern in pursuit of the erab,
he b observed the erevice in which he
supposed that the erab had tuken ref-
uge, the picevrre was there lyingin wait
for prey.

I3 it possible to imaging that sscret
smbush?

Nobird would brood, no egg wouid
burst to ife, no flower would dure to
open, no breast to give milk, no heart
to love, no spirit to soar, under the in-
fuence of that apparition of evil wateh.
i with sinister patlence in the dusk.

Gulliatt had throst his arm deep into
the opening; the monster had snapped
al it., It held him fast, as the spider
holds the fly.

He wus in the water up to his belt;
his naked teet cluthing the slippery
roundness of the huge stones at the
bottowm; his right arm bound and ren-
dered powerless by the flat coils of the
long tentacles of the creature, and tus
body almost hidden under the folds and
croas folds of this horrible Landage.

OF the eight arms of the devil-fish,
three adliered 1o the rock, woie five en-
encled Gilliate, In this way, clinging
to the graunite on the one hand, and on
the other to lus human prey, it enchain-
ed him to the rock, Two hundred and
fifty snckers were upon him, tormenting
him with agony and loathing. He was
grasped by glgantie hands, the fingers
of which were each nencly a yand long,
and farnished insde with living blisters
ruling into the tiesh,

As we have suid, it = impossible to
tear one’s self from the folds of the
devil fish, The attempt only ends in a
firmer grasp.  The monster clings with
more determined foree, Its effort in-
creases with that of §is victim; every
struggle produces a tightening of his
ligntures,

Gilliatt
knife,

His left hand only was free, but the
reader knows with what power be could
use it. It mught have been said that he
hadl tworight hands,

i3 open kuife was in his hand.

The antenna of the devil fish cannot
be cut; it is a leathery substance, im-
possilile to divide with the kntfe; it
slips under the edge; its position in
attack also is such, that to cut it would
e Lo wound the vietim’s own flesh,

The creaturs ia forundable, but there
18 a way of resisting it. The fisheroan
of Sark know this, as does any one who
has seen them execute certain abrupt
movemenis in the sea. The porpoise
know it also; they have a way of hiting
the cattle-fish which decapitates it
Hence the frequent sight on the sea of
pen fish, polyps and cuttlefish withont
heads,

The cephaloptera, in fact, is oniy vul-
nerable through the hend,

Gllliatt was not ignorant of this fact,

He had never seen a devil-fish of this
size,  His first encounter was with one
of the larger species,  Another would
have been powerless with terror,

With the devil-fish, as with a furious
bull, there is a certain moment in the
conflict which mnst be seized, It is the
instant when the bull lowers the neck:
it is the instant when the devil-fish ad-

had but one resource Lis

vanees its head. The movement is
rupid. He who loses that moment is
destroyed.

The things we have deseribed occu-
pied ouly a few moments Gilliatt,
however, felt the increasing power of
its innumerable suckers,

The monster 18 caenning; it Lres first
to stupefy its prev, 1t seizes, und then
panses awhile,

Gill'att grasped his haife; the sucking
increased.

He looked at the monster,
seemed to look at him.

Suddenly ot loosened from the rock
ita sixth antenna, and, darting it at
him, seized him by the le{t arm.

At the same moment it advanced its
hend with a violent wovement, In one
second more its mouth woald have fas-
tened on his breast, DBleeding in the
sides, ard with his two arms entangled,
he would have been o dead wan.

But Gilltatt wasz watchful. He avold-
ed tle anteunn, and at the moment
when the monster darted forward to
fasten on liis breast, he strock it with the
kui e clenched in bis left hand., There
were Lwo convulsions i opposite diree-
tiots—that of the devil-fish and that of
Its prey.  The movement was mpid asa
doubile flash of lightuing.

He Ll plunged the blade of his knife
into the flut slimy substance, and by
rapid movement, like the flourish of a
whip iu the air, deseribad a cirele round
the two eyes, he wrenched the head off
48 a man would draw a tooth.

The struggle was ended. The folds
relaxed, The monster dropped away,
like the slow detaching of bands. The
four hundred suckers desrived of their
sustaining power, dropped at once from
the wan and the rock. The mass sank
to the boltom of the water,

Breathless with the struggle, Gilliatt
rould perceive upon the stones at his
feet two shapeless, slimy beaps, the
head on one side, the remainder of the
monster on Lhe other,

Fearing, nevertheless, some convul-
sive return of his agony, he recoiled to
svoid the reach of the dresded tenta-
cles,

But the monster wus quite dead,
Gill'att closed his knife.

which

Tiwe to Wear Glasses

When persons find their eyes becom-
ing dry and itehing in reading, a8 well
as those who find it necessary to place
an object more than fourteen inches
from their face to read, they need spec-
tacles. Spectacles sold by peddlers and
jewelers generally are hurtful to the
eyes of those who read much, as the
lenses are mule of inferior glass and
are not symmetrically ground. Unless
the lenses are mounted in a suitable
{frame and properly placed befors the
eye discomfort will arise from their pro-
longed use, The proper time o begin
wearing glasses is just as soon as the
eyes tire on being subjected to pro-
longed use.

perceived by hilm io the ripples of tln.-l

| A the emugrants who arrived at

—_— mong

The following extract from “The Castle Garden recently, was an old
Toilers of the Sea,” by Vietor Hugo, | Wowan, bent with age. She Las lived
shows the mre deseriptive powers of the |Der allotted

threescore year and ten and
{Lher feebleness made ber un object of

Such was the creature in whose pow- ‘niversal pity.  On the steamer she oc-

‘eupiml stifling quarters in the steerage,
bt her companions were kind to her,

the grotto—the terrible genil of the |30d the voyage was made as endurable
A Xind of sombre demon of the |88 possible

She said that ber pame
|was Janowski and that she came from
Crucow, Poland. She told an interpre-
[ter that she had a daughter somawbera
{In the States, near the Atlantic Ovean,

when Gillult had first penetrated into |Dat where she did not kuow. The gov-

erumment officials finally decided Lo send
her back to Poland under the law
|which problbits the lanliag of emi-
(erants who are likely to become publice

When, entering for the second time |Purdens. The old woman protested,

but in vam.

The day tor sailing arrived and she
wias told that she must go on board of
the vessel, Age had made her childish
and she sunk npon the ruds wooden
seunds uind eried as f her heart would
break.  An official gathersd up her
bundle of elothing, when the shawl
which was wrapped wrooand it be-
tame loose and the clothing fell out,
An envelope, torn and soilea, fell on
the floor, and the official picked it up.
It Mire the postmerk of Newark, N. J.,
and was addressed to the old woman in
Cracow, Poland.

“Where did you get this?' wsked the
interpreter of the old woman,

‘My dasghter Jennie sent that,” she
replied sadly, *She is wy only ebilld and
all that I have oo earth.'

It was decided to take Mrs. Junowski
to Newark and endeavor to find her
danghter. A gentleman, who had be-

unteered to go with her, and soon after
they started. Arrived at Newark in-

woman wis found who said that she
knew Jennie very well.

ome this way, 1 will show vou,’she
sald.

The trio proceaded up Caoal street
until they came to a frame house in
front of which a crowd had assembled,

*Jennie is to be murried to-day,” mid

performed.”

The old woman foreed her way
through the crowd in the narrow entry.
In the neat but poorly-furnished room
the wedding guests had assembled.
The bride, attired in o dress of spotless
hwwn, trimmed with fresh daisies, stood
beside the groom, a fine looking young
Hebrew, awalting the words which
would make them one, A cotmmolion
was heard mn the hallway and, as the
door separated, the bride uttered a ery
o ‘Mother!” and the old woman rushed
into her arms, The scene between the
muther and daughter wus very affecting
:Imd tears of joy were shed at the nuptial

(NEL

How Trees Prevout Mularia.

A fact recorded by an English oflicer,

come interssted in the old woman, vol- |

quiries were made, and & Hebrew |

the guide; * the ceremony is just being
|

—1In Lendon the clergymen pray for
the editors.

—L'he population of Russin is about
S5, 000, 000,
- —Robert Brownlng,the Euglish poet,
15 73 years old.

—Milk is selling at 25 cents a guart
m Tumpa, Fla.

— Washington has 130 ¢hurches with
49 3551 members,

—Ordinary bones ure worth &+ much
per ton 84 pig ron.

—ngoda pamsols are sseq on the
streets neeln this spring,

—In Patagoaia they line o man two
goats for killing his wife.

—There are aboul 100K oue-legged
wen fo the United States

— Pool selling at horse races has been
male illegal in Tenneses,

— It is reported that there will be ouly
a halfl crop of peanuts this year.

— Philadelpliig extremists iave beguno
a4 waron all Sanday amusements,
—Fifte en persons have been hanged
al the national capital since 1550,
—The entire coast Iine of the globe, 20
far as known, is about 116 50 miles,

—The first fire the town ever had oc-
ewrred in De Leland, Florida, the other
tay.

—Twenty-live yeaurs complete the
roumd of 4 well-caresd for canury’s ca-
reeT.

—New Orleans was foundal by o
{omipany of French adventurers
| 174 b
—Counterfeit silver dollurs are 1 ex-
F tensive cireulation in Shamn, Peunsyl-
| vania,

_ —A hospital for the Insane, to cost
S200,000, s to be erected near Sun
Juse, Cal,

—Paris, acconding 1o current letters
from that uswally gay iy, is unusually
dull just now.

—No less than 4 556 relalives of Eng-
lish tithad families are quartered on the
| publie serviee,

—The sign of Libby prison is in the
| possession of Edward J, Buartlett, of
| Concord, Masa.

| —Queen Victoria is said to have,
|u|nu:.'.r-.i in silver, the ball that ®illed
| Admiral Nelssn

| —New York’s ocean steamships have
| tuken 31251 passengers to Europe since
the Ist of May last,

—An American Philistine has bullg
hitself a bouse on the topmost peak of
biblicul Mount Carmel,

—A marl pit, which abounds in  pet-
ritied remains of animals, has beey dis-
covered near Cuthbert, G

—Minnie Hank has signed a contruct
! Tor a season of 12 concerts in the South-

trn States, || is anogoanced,
| —A mulady, which is proving re-

who served many years in Indla, shows | markably Galal has broken out among
that trees do prevent malaria.  The | the horses i Moorestown, N. J
troops nt & certaln station in Bengal — Adviees from Caloutta report  that
were 50 often attacked by sickness that { e tea anl indigo distriets in Indis are
it was determined to remove them to a | sulfering severely from drought,
more healthful locality. The oflicer was |  _Mrs Burnett, the daughter of Jas
ordered to select a suitable site for a | Russell Lowell, will preside over his
%P-mﬁfyz?mw?ﬂ t‘f,fmm_t' lt;j 1"“ j“i home after his rvturn to America,

e 1 I e Delgiinoriood — sia selenti hin g
he thought that a rearrangement of the :-‘m--‘}nle}:?" l';f"‘"-m'ﬂ thinks that in
2 8 3 : il L% steady winids of the prairies
;ee:i‘;g:s barracks might secure their will be used for driving machmery.

He had noticed that between the ofi-|  —Statistics show that in Ma sachu-
cers® quarters and a large swamp there Stl-lts pueutmonis ?’f.“' since 1=57 grown
ere stvaval § trees. He also ob.| Mmost twice as fast as the population.
served that there was no sickness | A —The eolored people of Tallshussee,
among the officers or their servants vx- | Fla., recently decorated the graves of
cept in the case of the inmates of one (i€ Union soldiers buried in that city,
house, which being unprotecte! by the An engugement ring that had been
folinge, was exposed to the wimd that =t for a number of yems, was recently
blew over the swamp. { fonnd in the mill pond st Barcaintown,

Sowe little distance from the parade  N. J,
ground there was a belt of trees. To  —A Jurge pigeon roost s Leen dis-
L_he rear of this beit he removed the  coveral north of Shawano, Wisconsin.
Sepoys’ huts, 3o us to shelter them from | Une wan Killed %0 of the binds ‘i one

the miasma of the swamp, The regi-
ment thus located remuined free from
fever for several years. Then the trees
were cut down, and malarts immeds-
ately attacked the men.

The officer also records that at Prome,
Burmah, one company of soldiers were
free from malarial fever, whilst theuw
comnules suffered severely from its at-
tacks, Investigation showed that the
healthy company was sheltered from
the miasma by u woumwd coverss] with
trees, whieh interposed Lotweéen their
barracks and the neghloning swamp,
The sick soldiers Lived 1 barmucks
which were unsheltered from thg wind

when it blea across the malanal swamp.
i
Ranning tor the Train.

More than one medical authority lus
admomshed people of the danger of

thuse who are subject to heart diseass,
oue of the most common of allments
in later days, The following muay serve
to emphasize the warning © A few duys
since & railway clerk aged 20, was
found dead in a sitling posture ina
secomd elass railway carriage when it
arrived at Woolwich. At the ingquest
it was stated that decoassd il been
suffering trom heart-disease for two or
three years, and 1t wus supposed that
he had hurned to cateh the train that
morning.
the pest-mortem examination stated
that the heart was enlarged. Another
case of death from exertion #1 & man
suffering from diseassd heart has oc-
curred. A single man at Brixton rail-
way station, while pulling on the levers
suddenly fell backwands, and on the ar-
rival of a surgeon was pronounced to
be dead. The widow stated at the in-
quest that the deceased had been treat-
ed for an affection of the heart for
some time, In this case there does
not seem to have been a post-mortem
examination. Yet another death from
exertion has occurred. A yourg lady,
aged 16 years, expired suddenly in a
gvmnasium after performing a feat

dence she was suffering from valvular
disease of the heart. How often has the
hurry to eateh a train, or soms other
sudden exertions, throwing extra work

heart, resulled in fatal syncope. [tis
our duty to warn such patients of the
risk they will run if they allow any con-
sideration of business or convenience

this kind.

—————
The Fresidents Flower.
Presudent  Cleveland’s  favorite

has given the several pols containing
handsome specimens of them in a high
state of cultivation the place of honor
m the White House conservatories,
On eithier side of them are grouped
some specimens of the English daisies,
but as the latter do not grow to be

—Sandwiches are a great staple in

half as large as the former, they suffer
by being In such close proximity.

ruuning to cateh a train, especially for |

The surgeon who had mude |

of skill. According to the medical evi- |

on a dilated, fatty or otherwise diseased |

to tempt them to a single rash act of
]

flower is the American daisy, and he

| day.

—The table is the touch-stone of x
Rentleman, A man may conceal his
P valgarity everywhere but at the dinner
| table,

—The Lackunwinna Company s srie-
| sian well, near Wilkestarre, 1", has
| Legn boral 1,100 fest without striking

wister.,

The army worm has appeared 1n
Horee In several localities o Gallatin
county, I, and Is a8 work upon the
whieat,

—A buchelor carpenter of Bingham-
ton, N, Y., has utilized some of his
| spare moments by making himsell a
{ coflin,

—It is reported that a gowd vein of
coral las been discoversd in the banks

of the Aucilla river, Florili, near the
| natural bridge.

—The hotels and lodging houses of

New York, it is estimated accomodate
||!.ul_v in the neighborbood of 15,000
Lransient guests,
—(hicago 18 given as one of ““the
| Stntes ln which Mr, Irving's success
| was greatest,” in a list enuwerated in
i 4 London paper.

—The exploding of dynamite
sireams as a weans of eatehing fsh has
|lm-n begun in Waddington, N, Y., =
ta Utica paper says,

—A tanned bull’s hide, addressed Lo
a Brooklyn woman, was received ut the
post-uffice in that city recently, It came

by mail from Dakota,

' —The preparation and sale of testi-
{mony to secure admission of Chinese
| voolies is suid to have bevome a thriving
industry in San Franeisco.

The removal of one famlly from
| Bridgewater, Muss,, to DBrockton, in
! the same State, caunsed the closing of
' district school in the former plice,
—A dose of ink was adwinistersd to
'a lady in Monroe, Ga., in misiake for
'medicine that had been procured for
scolic, but the ink cured her all the
‘sama,
| —The remains of what Is supposed to
bave been a huge mastodon were Lald
bare recently by the caving of the bank
of Putali ereek, Yolo county, Califor-
ik,

—Dirt town Is the not altogether
euphonious naoe of a Georgla village,
the citizens of which have petitioned
the Postmaster General for a new
name.

—Philadelphia 13 to have a street car
| with a patent spring motor. The in-

ventor savs that after the spring is
'wound up it will propel the ear eight
miles,

—In Lyons, N. Y., recently a man
. was septenced to prison for ten years,
and there are still enough indictments

left to keep him there over o century
lunger.,
l —One cent has been subscribed to
the Bartholdi pedestal fuyd Ly & New
[Hsvan, Conn., man who says it is the
last copper he has and the last he ever
expects Lo see,




