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SOFYEN THE BLOW.

Sumetimes we mast strike,
And it may be with might,
For to conquer the wroug
And to uphold the right;
But if cus human hesrt,
Though ith sts (1 w foe,

Is iz danger of harm

Let us sotten the biow |

Tt us grodge pot the time
That we give 1o another
When we pluck out the thara
That has woundad a brother,
W hen we pour in the balm
Tha! may swreelen lis woe—
He Is under the rod,

Let us sofien tue blow ]

Mave we sad news 10 bear
To the dalicate wife,
Better tidings of one

s the life of her 11067
Mn L chitldren be 101d,
W ho nosarrow vet know,
That their home is despoiled?
Lot s sgiten the blow !

To be gentle 10 all

Is & lesson wrll lenrmed

When we take in the ones

Who our anger have earned,

For the tongas shall b prajeed

Thar speaks comfort below,

And 1he hand shall be blessed

That can soften the blow,
e ——

AN AWAKENED LOVE,

Ablel Grimes was an old bachelor.

Some people calied him an old eut
mudgeon, and some people ealled him
an old hunks, and these titles were
really more truthful than flattering.

The fact is, as the world goes (and
the world goes hard enough with some)
Abiel Grimes was a pretty hard man—
hard and cold, selfish to the core, cruel
when his interests were at stake; appar-
entlv had no more feeling than & lamp-
post, no more charity thao a tobucco
sign: seemad ever grasping for every-
,thing, never yielding up apything; liv-
‘ng only for Abiel Grimes, and caring
for nothing bevond himself,

When he was twenty, Abel Grimes
went 1o se¢ a voung lady—a very sweel
voung isdy, everybody called her—and
it we=s at last rumored that they were
going to be married,

But one day, being caught out in the
rain, she allowed another young man to
hold an umbrella over her while she
walked home by his side,

Abie] Grimes chapeed to witness the
transaction, and  became  furlous—
storming, raving, and tesring passions
to tatters

He did more. He left Mary Albright
with & curse, and never visited her
again.

She wept and sobbed and was very
disconsolate for a time: and then she
marrisd the Kind voung man wao had
bield the nmbrella over ner.

From that t'me forward nobody ever
beard Abiel Grimes laugh

In fact 1t is doubtful if he could
iauch

He drew into himeelf, like a turtle
into bis shell, and to the world he pre-|

sented an exterior as hard as that shell.
He bent his whol= energies to making
wopey. And he made it
He owasd bouses and lands, which
he rented to the rich and to the poor.
Buat woe to the luckless wight who

camé up short on pay-day.

He loaned money on mortzages, but
ha never missed au opportunity tofore-
ClOSe,

He saemesd devoid of pity and never
showed mercy.

Into the street went a sick father ot
mother or starving chilldren if he failed
to get his lawful due,

He was no Lypoerite, however; he|
was consistent with himself

He gave nothing to churches, bacause |
as he averred, religion was a sham.

He gave nothing to hospitals, be-
cause people had no business to besick.

He cave nothing to charitable s~me-
ties, becanss the poor ought to woerk for
their bread, )

1u short, hé gave !}l':i:.:.; Lo !ulb!ll"'
except Abie!l Grimes,

And Anlel Grimes he pampered
Thers was nothitog too good for Abdel

r -~

e bougnt a splend'd mansion, sur- |
rounded himssif with luxuries, and kept
servauls who were no better thamn So |
many slaves in his regard.

His sister kept house for him, being |
poor, o, timid, childish widow, with
no other home, nor any means to live
withont lnbor,

Of all davs iu the year, Abiel Grimes
bated Sundays and holidays.

v %

Bacause he eonld not vex people in his
business transactions on (hose days, and
because poor peopls were idle and
seemingly heppy, and he hated to see
people happy.

1 he could have shut them all ap in

lack pits, and kept them to work there
all their lives for his gain and comfort,
ke would have done 2+,

And of all holidavs Abjel Grimes
nsted Christmas, and its rejolcings and
festivities,

And in this state of mind, without
ever haviug had o day’s illness—going
on prosperously in worldly galn, and
amassing riches— Abiel Grimes reached
the age of forty-five, hale and hearty,
with & sharp fuce, iron {rame, cold grey
eves, thin hair, and a bald head.

_Now it so happenad that one hated
Chiristmas night Ablel Grimes returned
to his elegant mansion at the hour of
eleven,

t wus snowing fast, and the streels
were mostly doseried.

The wansion looked grim and dark,
and sold, for there hud Leen no rejole-
ing there that day, and the servants had
all goue o bed,

Only the poor honsckeeper was sitting
up for her byother, to keep the fire
bright and his shippers warm, and his
water Lot for hispuneh, and to be ready
to act as Lis slave, and minister to his
every whim,

Abiel Grimes aseended the high mar-
ble steps in po pleasant frame of mind

It had beew = long, disagreeable day
to him, becsuse everyboay had been too
happy to fesel the vegom of hate with
which he reganded them,

Oun the upper step he paused in as-
tonishment, which soon merged into
rage.

Somelwndy bad left a ba ket on that
step—a baske! with a haudla to it; a
basket filled with something which the
fast-falling snow had already eovered
with & thin, pure mantle of white,

“The infernal carelessness or impu-
denee of tome sarvant or beggar,” mut-
tered Abiel Grimes through his shut
teeth, as he raised hiis fool and gave that
basket a vigorous Kici.

He intended to kick it clear from his
cold, hard marble step—not colder and

e

I Then from that small bundle came &
feeble wail—a human wail—a cry of
| innocence appealing to Heaven against
i}}e cruel neglect and abuse of man-

ind.
| %A living child!™ exclaimBd the as-

tounded and somewhat harrified Ablel

Grimes. “*And if I've killed it there'll
| be the deuce to pay.”
| Yes, Abiel Grimes, and the Lord to
- settle with besides,
| For a few moments an almost paral-
!yzing terror had possession of this man
| of iron, while another pitiful wail cawe
[up to him from that living bundle at his
| feet.

[ What should he do*

Leave the little thing to perish, and
| have murder on his couscience aud the
{coroner at his door?
| Call a policeman and baye it removed,
{and a report reach the press in such a
| garbled wav as to mix him up in aridle-

ulous seandal?

‘ And then—startling thonght—what
[1f it had already been fearfully injured
! by bis bruatal kick?

i Might it not even at that awfal mo-
{ment be dying®

[ It was a cold mght. but great beads of
per-piration came and stood out on the
| thin, hard face of Ablel Grimes,

| At that moment a rollicking party of

young men turned the corner of the

street, and eame singing, laughing and

shouting forward.

In another minunte they wonld pass
hi= door,

Henvens! they bhad already seen him
'and what if they should hear and see
Ithe child; and find it dymmg from his
brutality?

There were courts where men were
tried for morder, and Abiel Grimes did
not like tp even fancy himself standing
in the felon's dock.

Never did the trembling fingers of
that man work faster than in applying
the key, turning the bolt, and foreing
{open the door of that palatial mansion,

{ Then lie seized the child and the
| basket, sprang into the marble wvesti-
|bule, and shut the world ont just as
| those merry young bloods went singing.
| laughing, shoutine. reeling and rollick-
| ing past the dark frowning windows of
| his hachelor abude

| Hastenmg to his own elegant sitting-
room, where his sister sat waiting for
{him, Abiel Grimes fairly burst into the
{apartment, white and trembling, with
ithe living and walling bundle in one
| hand and the basket in the other,

| *Here Griselda,”” cried he,asthe sur-
| prised sisterstarted up inalarm, “here’s
rrwmr- begzar's child that ['ve just stam-
bled over on my step, and [ want youto
soe if 1 killed it,

He did not dar2 to say he had kicked
| it over, even to her,
| The poor sister had a k'nd heart—ahe
i]i.ld been a wife and mother, and had
{lost both mother and chili—and she
| tenderly took the poor little waif, un-
| rolied it. examined it, and then soothed,
{and kissed. and hueged and fondled it,
| till it opened its sweet little blue eyes,

[and falrly laughed in her face.

“Oh, you dear little darling?™ she
criedd, completely ohlivious in her ab-
sorbed delight to the presenca of her
ogrelsh brother.

“Well,” he snapped out at length *is
the child hurt*”

“Oh. no; she does not appear to be,
Abiel, " -

“*Then throw the she into the fire!™
he cried, with a savage stamp of his
fool.

Of conrse he did not mean to have
his sister literally obey his murderous
opder, but on'v to understand that the
cbLild must be put out of his way, and
that he would have nothing more to do
with it,

“0Oh, Abiel, brother, let me keep it,
and rear it, and call it mine,” pleadad
the lone-hearted sister ‘I want some-
thing to love in my declining years.
Let me have this See, dear Abiel,
now sweet the darling looks, and how it
smiles, even now upon you."

And the little baby did at that mo-
ment chance to throw out its little hands
towands the iron man, and did seem to
sile at him just as babies have before
now bLeen known to smile upon their
murderers, ™

*Bah!" grunted Abiel Grimes, as he
tunmed away. ]

But he had not escaped scathless,

A beam from that baby’s eves had

darted into his, and that beam had car-
ried & ray of God’s sunshine from that

pure, innocent soul right straight down
into his, warming one tiny little spot,

and exc'ting one of the strongest sensa-
tions of his life,

Abiel nunied off to bed, without
putting on his slippers or making his
punch, leaving his gister Griselds alone
with the child.

She found and prepared some milk
for it, and secretly avowed it should
never leave her,

That night Abiel Grimes dreamed
that little baby's bloe eyes were looking
at him; and he got up und hurriea off
the next morning, as if to escape from
the little one and himself,

As he moade no further protest hissis-
ter kept the child in the mansion, but
out of his sight, and told the servants
it was an unexpected Christmas pres-
ent, which she prized morehighly than

old.
5 Oupe day, seven or eight months later,
Abiel came unexpectedly into his own
sitting-room, and found the bright and
plavfnl little one tied in a chair, ham-
mering its littie chubby flsts on the
cushion before it, and talking to itself
in thas anknown of babydom.

“Helio!” said Abiel Grimes, halting
in front of it; *“‘you here yet, ma-
dame?"

“Jal 1a! goo! goo!' answerad baby,
lonking up with a langh, and making
both hands and feet fly up and down as
if attached to springs.

Again something shot from that pure
little soul into the dark, hard soul of
Ahiel Grimes,

“Confound it,” he muttered “*1 be-
lieve you're & witch!"

“Jalja!lgoo! goo!ja gool” laughed
baby all fall of springs.

The next moment she was up in those
strong arms, and ber little velvet cheek
was softly pressed against his lips.

I am glad Idida’tkill youl” he said.

At that moment his sister came hur-
rying into the room, but paused with
fright and astonishment ou seeing her
brother present, aud baby in his arms.

“The ouly child I ever saw that 1
conld bear to bandle,”"he observed, with
a kind of sheepish lock, as he placed the
little one i her arms,

Oh, Abiel, she 18 an angel sent from

cried Griselds with a warming enthu-

harder than his own marble heart— |siasm

ints the middle of the street., But his

design miscarried.
The basket struck

mil, bounded back, fell over, and a

against the iron |aud

The brother did not answer, and the
sister felt happy that he did not storm
TAVE.

amall bundle rolled out,

gun.

heaven for the comfort of us both!”|Best
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change in Ablel Grimes.

The iron began to meit, the stone be-
gan to soften, the soul began to human-
ize, and people who had known Ablel
Grimes for years, began to wonder.

One day a poor man came to
for a little more time in which to pay
his rent.

“Aly little girl's very sick,’ he sald
in & voice of distress, with tearful eyes,
*-and I've beeu obliged to lose time, and
ta e the money which 1'd saved for you
to buy medicine with for her.”

“You owe me a month’s rent!” zaid
Abiel, taking up his pen and beginning
to write.

*And if yvou give me time—""

“You will never pay mel” inter-
rupted Abiel, at the same time ban ling
the poor fellow a recelpt in full for the
amount and a five pound note,

“Take that, and go home and nurse
vour darling; and if not enough for
your distress, come back to me again!™

“(odd bless you!™ cried the poor man,
bursting into tears,

“He bas already!”’ murmurred Abiel
to himself, He uid 1t one Christmas
night, when He sent me a little angel.””

I come to tell you that my husband
is dead, and that I cannot at present
satis(y the mortgage you hold,” sad a
weeping widow to him at another time,

“Take the mortigage itsell down to
the recorder of deeds, and let
him write ‘satisfied” on it,” was the re-
p'y of the once hard-henrted man, as he
handed the document, together with an
order for satisfactlon, to his astonished
visitor,

Like the pent-up walers of a stream
when the obstructions give way, so
flowed forth the charities of Abiel
Grimes and all who knew him marveled
and said:

“Behold a miracle!

Years rolled on, and & thousand
places felt the secret influence of that
baby darling who had come $o mysten-
ously on that cold Christmas night to
the then bard cheerless home of Abiel
Grimes.

As lus heart sottened under her genial
smiles, the now humanized bachelor had
her named Mary Albright, in memory
of his first and only love, whom he fan-
cied she resembled.

And as she grew in years the once
gloomy mansion was made cheerful for
her sake, and every Chiristmas there be-
came a happy day of refoleing.

Ten vears had passed, and the thin
hair of Ablel Grimes was becoming
flecked with silver; but bLis face looked
fresher, and Lis heart folt younger, and
his soul was happier.

Into his presence one day came a lady
in black, deeply veiled, and, to his utter
amazement, related the incident of his
finding a baby on his steps.

[ put that baby there," she went on.
It was not my child but my daugh-
ter's child. 1 married, and my husband
died, leaving we a daughter. She mar-
ried, and her husband died, leaving her
a daughter. Tihen she dixl, and the
child fell to me [ was poor, and you
were tieh, anl [ hoped to interest you
in the litl ¢ snk. I did not desert the
child, ner put it there by chance, 1
knew you were coming home, and 1
watched from my hiding place till you

took the little blessing in.
**Unknown to you I have had an eye
on it ever since. Yeu have cared for it

tenderly, Abel Grimes, andl feal that
in turn it has cared for your soul. You
have called it Mary Albright., Why?
Well, the name Is answer enough. You
have seen a resemblance to one you
once knew, and ouce loved,but to whom
you did a grievous wrong!™

*-1 did!" burst trom the white lips of
Ablel Grimes

“*She forgave you then- forgives you
still—and has come to say that you can
have her grandebild for your own.
*Oh, give me herself also,” cried
Abiel Grimes with power{ul emotion, as
he seized the lady's hand and drew
aside the veil from the calm, sweel face
of his oid love, Mary Albright.
Need we go on with the sequel?
They were married on the next Christ-
mas, and have ever since been counted
among the happiest of mortals.
And now, instead of curses, Ahiel
Grimes heaps blessings on every Christ-
mas, and all the poor around heap
blessings on Abiel Grimes, and on his
sweet wife, and his good sister, and his
darling pet, and on all that belong to
him and them,

Imperial Chinese Tombs.

—_—

Among the mountains east of
are the imperal tombs, The
Wall forms the northern

inelosure five miles s

this, a wide tract m.ﬂg.l’:c boundry
wall belongs 1o the mansolea,
torbidden ground, wherein man is
permitted to build dwellings or to
the dead, BShan-ohih (1644 62)
four of his snocessors
the heavens, the b lls &
around them. The earlier Manchu
princes are burred at Movkden. The
tombs are sll alike in essential features,

Peking

]

:

tomb the explorer passes first two lofty
stone piliars, that serve as & gateway to
flgures of men and snimals ia pairs,
fscing one another on opposite sides.
An croamentsl archwsy opens npoan a
eurved marble bridze of several urches,
with finely carved balastrade, After
crossing tiie stream the traveler passes
guard-houses and the sacrificial hall ov
the right and left, and comes upon =
a small buildiag, in the centre of whish
stands, supporsed upon the back of a
huge marble tortoise, the memorial
tablet, on which is writteu an scconut
of the deeds of the departed, Halls of
entertainment flank this building; and
farther on in » direct lineare the chspel
of the dead, the bright pavilion, aud,
last of all, the earth palace or tumulns,
within which the ouffln lles, When
the body is laid in this earth palace the
door is sbut. Bebind the doer,
i#= & round hole in the stone Hoor,
when the door is shut s large ball
stone follows 1t, and, falling into
hole, preven s the stone door ever open-
ing sgain, Tue emperor is then
{5 be at peace forevermore.”

Fromﬂn&dmformd.thuawslf

stream in frout, In spprosshing fhe | XUt

the East and Geor-
The secret work of heaven had blg‘m\d He is to be worth $30,-

Beauty of the Highland Girl.

The Bootch are s wiry and hard-
musonlarly
mussive race, thongh here and there
the Ssandin vian physiqne is found to
prevail. In the islsad of Lowis it is
odd to note how in the north, whera
the pames of the villages and moun-
tains have Norse terminations (boat
sud bual), the population is of the
stalwart, tall, fair-hairad, Ssandinavian
type, while the smaller black-hairad or
red-haired Celt oozupies the son‘hero
balf of the island, in which the names
of the streams and mounntains and lakes
are exclusively Caltie. The bhand-
somest man | have ever seen was a
boatman on the west of Bkye, the ocalm
of whosa fuee

NOmeEnon is DOt & Very rare ocourrclce)
pretiiness is of a refined and intel-
leetual type, the forenead high, the
eyes clear, full and comtemplstive, the
mouth fine, and the expression of the
yot irm. Wordsworth never
forgot the beanty of the Highland girl
be saw at Inverspaid, Indeel, it is
said he had to recur to that fount of
inspiration when he wished #o pay a
poetical compliment to his wife. For
the rest, the way in whioh an edueat«d
Highiand young lady speakes English
is one of the most delightful things in
the world, thongh no doubt whe would
be very much rurprised if she were
tol 1 she had avy sccent at all.

Sunsets apd tne Seasonas.

Though the remarkable snnsets & hich
continned throngh the lust four mouths
of 1883 have mot yet ontirely ceasel,
scientists seem unable to sgree mpon
any explanation of the phenomenon.
Mr. Prootor shows that the **green sun"
seen in the tropios and the *red sun"”
seen in the higher latitndes must be
doe to the same causs, and that the
matter in the stmosphere whiok pro-
dunced the strange eff-ct could not he
at & lower level than sixtesnm lea. Ho
thinks we must “"excnipate Krakotos
from all part or share” in canming them,
as volcanic ashes conld not be ecarried
o the reqaired akitade sud over so vast
geographical arcas, or romaia so long
SUS , aa to account for the dis-
piays. The explanation that they are
dus to unusaally high strata of moist
air, with scoompanying multitndes of
ice particles, he thinks negatived by
the absence of extraordinary meteoro-
logioal phenomena. Bat he advances
the hypothesis of *‘a clond of metecrie
dust ensountered by the earth and re-
omved into the upper region of the air,”
snd thenos penstrating slowly to the
earth's sarface.

The moat plansible theory seems to
be that which secounts for the phe-
somenon by supposing an excess of
snspended watery matter in some stuane.
When seen in Indis the spactroscope
in the able hands of Professor Michia
Smith, of the Masdras Obsarvatory,
showed that *'the intervening meainm
through which the sunlight was strug-
gling was an extra demp instead of
dry.” Bat it is important to note that
if esther of the three theories proposad
by different scicuntists is oorrect we
bave a right to expect an extraordioary
heavy ion of rain and snow
over the northern hemispharve this
winter. All known volcanie and me-
teorio dnst gravitates toward the earih,
but the vapor of ihe npper
stmosphere which clings to the float-
ing particles must fall with them to
levels where 1t enconuters the Intense
cold of winter anti-oyolones, aud ia
thus sonverted into rain, snow or “*soft
bail.” Unless all the above named
thecries of the canse of the strango sky
glows sre at a fan!it, it would seem
highly probable that this most re-
markable phenemenon indicates n wet
winter, which, however dissgreeible,
may be a harbinger of better saisons
for the agricultural 1n0teraats thau were
those of 1883,

French nfilaence on the Niger.

The Eastern Soudan has its false
prophet. but he has been preceded by
one in the Western Soudan. The chief
E! Hadj Omar, leader of the Tonocon-
leurs, a branch of the great Foulah na-
tion, subdued the various tribes of Ma-
linkes and Bambarras who had pre-
yviously heid the region, around and be-
ween the Upper Senegal and the Upper
iger and founded the sultapate of
At his death, the empire was

divided among his sons, of whom Ah-
Some of the
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Horse Breeding in Teana.

It seema only vesteniay to stockmen
of Texas when raising horces was oon-
sidered rotorionsly unprofitable. 'I'be
COWIDAN to makes money onut of
his cattle, and regarded rmsing horses
as simply & necessary adjnnet to his
bus'neas  Cow ponies he neaded, and
it was chen for him to raise them
where , than to send off and buy
The idea of raising horses except for
home mnsa on a ranch was npot enter
tained, for & stook of horses eonld be
bought for a rong—selling often from
23 to 86 per head. with eolts thrown in,
They were not worth much ears. [he
“gentle bunch” nlone reesived ocea-
sional attention,

Horses wire not always salable, but
cattle were: ns a reenlt horses were
raised for nsa, and not for sale. Think
of selling 600 head of horaes for §2000.
Ranchmen, in talking about their stocks,
wonld ray: **The horses will come ont
all right, tbere is alwaye grass for them "
If asked why they did not breed better
horses, the response wonld be: **There
ain't any woney in it. These horses
are enongh to run cattle with, and
that is all the nse we have for them."
The legitimate resuit followed this eon-
dition of things. Raveches and ecattle
iroreased, and horses did not, Ran~h-
men did unot miss the water until the
well run almost dry. The sbove repra.
sents abont the way things stood then,
Almost et once. oattlemen all over Texan
discoverad that cow ponies were soaroce,
and hard to find. Unheard of prices
were asked and pard for the stosk need-
ad. Supply was not eqnal to the de-
mand, Prices went higher and higher,
Even mares becsma vainable. As soon
as they hed a tangible worth, enter-
vrising dealers began to ahip them
North and East,

It was a surprise to flue that they,
the pot-bel'ied, inbred prairie mares
and survival-of-the-fittest pony stal-
lions. fonnd ready sale, BStreot ear
ecompanies tried them and bonght more,
Liverymen found them jnat what they
wanted—eheap and serviceable animals,
Farmers bonght the largest of the
mares as mnle prodncers, and now rais-
1ng horses in Texasia profitable. Stook-
men are importing well-bred stallions
for their own nse. Companies are being
formed for breeding fine horsea for drafi
snd road purposes. CUow ponies now
command from $50 to 860 per nead,
Herds are in demand at from 2320 to 840
per head, mstead of from £ to 28,
[hese are mot the prices breeders will
get for their horses in a short time,

A fOfteen-band, fAve-year-old, sonnd,
broke gelding, is worth §100, and that
is the mimmum price the horse-raiser
will get for him inside of three years,
Becanse he can be raised for §10 is no
reason that he will not sell tor $100. In
the State of New Yorrk the cost of
raising & hve-year-old hovse 1¢ $300. 1t
will eost to ship & Texas five-year-old to
New York £15. Then why shonld not
the Texas-rnised gelding bring $1007

Plgmy Trees and Minlature Landscapes.

In some ways the Chinese and Jap-
anese gardeners are the most successful
of any in the world, They can control
and direct the growth of plants to a
degree that seems really marvelous
until the principle upon which it is
done is known, when, as in many other
matters, it becomes quite simple,

The Chinese have such a strong liking
for the grotesque, and unnatural, that
the hard work of their gardeners i3 not
as pleasing as that of the Japanese
gardeners, The Chiness understand
the dwarfing of trees; but their best
worl is in 80 directing the growih of a
tree or plant that it will resemb’e some
hideons animal which is only fit to exist
in a nightmare.

The Japanese, on the contrary, are
remarkable for their love of what is
beautiful and graceful, , conse-
quently, ngly forms find no favor with
them, Every Japanese has a garden if
it be possible ; but, as space is valuable
in Japan, only the very rich can have
large grounds, and the family in moder-
ate circumatances must be content with
a garden often smaller in area than the
tinor of one of our ball bedrooms mn a
narrow, eity house,

Nevertheleas, that small garden must
contiain as many objects as the large
garden, and, of eourse, the only way of
accomplishing the desired result is to
have everything in miniature. It is no
uncommon thing to see a whole land-
scape contained in a space no greater
that the top of your dinmg table,
There will be a mountain, & stream, a
lake, rocky grottoes, winding paths,
bridges, lawns, fruit trees, shruis, and
flowers ; all so artistically laid out as to
resemble nsture, itself. In the lake
will awim wonderful, filmy-finned gold
and silver fish, and not infrequently
the tall form of a erane will be seen
moving majestically about the tiny land-
SeAne.

This seems wonderful enough ; but
what will you think when I say that
almost the same landscape is reproduced
on so small a scale that the Lwo pages
of 37. NICHOLAS, as it lies open befuro
you, can cover it! In this case, a tiny
bonsa is added ; delicute green moss
takes the place of grass, and glass
covers the lake where the water should
be. Counterfeit fish swim in the glass
lake, and a false crane overiooks the
whole scene, just as the real crane does
the larger landscape. The mountain,
winding walks, bridges, and rocky grot-
tees are in the little landscape and ;
real trees, bearing fruit, or coverad
with dainty blossoms, are in their
proper places.

These trees are of the right pro-
portions to fit the landscape, and they
are, consequently, 50 tiny that one is
tempted to doubt their reality; and
more than one stranger has siyly taken
the leaves or fruit between the fngers,
in order to make sure that the dwnrfa
do truly live, and are not. like the fish |
and ecrare, mere counterfeits, These
miniature landscapes have been suc-

A sonnd horse is the exception iu that
conniry; so munech of spavins, ring
bones, and sore tezdous prevall, eansed |
by hard dniving on pave 1 and macadam-
ixed roads, as to really make those sil-
ments ulmost, it uot quite, bareditary,
A horse that is sound there to-day, may
on the morrow throw a spavin, which
ruine him, QOor prarie-ramsed horses
inberit none of these tend neies. but,
on the contrary, their bones and ten-
dons are strong, bealthy aud perfeet.
Thee why should not a sound, weli-
broke, fifteen hands, tive-year-old geld-
ing, Texas-raised, be worth $100*

M k ng Malc es.

Curiosity is frequently expressed in
regard to the processes and machinery
by which matches are produced. The
article 1s so common, s¢ neces=ary, and
withal, so multitudinous, that the in-
quiry how it is made, is one which nat-
urally su 4 itself. The methods of
a Utica, N. Y.. establishment of this
kind are thus described:
(¢iven the machinery, and the prob-
lem of matchmaking is easily solved,
With the ard of the apparatue which
the Utica company bas, two or three
men can turn ont from 500 to 600 gross
of sulphur matches per day. After the
mae ‘inery has been set 1n motion, the
first step is to place a block in the splint
machine. With each movement of the
knife twenty-five splints are cut, and at
the same time stuck between two slats
in the belt. They are then carried by
the movement of the belt through the
separator, and theuce over heated pipe
to dry the timber sufficiently to allow
the dipping mixture to penetrate
About fifty feet from the starting point
the belt passes under a couple of rollers
which press it just enough to bring the
ends of the ts in contact with the
melted sulphur, which is contained in &
pan or yat and kept in & liquid state by
the heat from a small furpace sunk in
the floor underneath, A little f urther
on the beit {s again depressed. and the
splints are drawn through a black mix
ture, which gives them the finishing
coat. From this poiut the matches
&lhey have by this time obtained that
ignity) pass down the hall, still travel-
ing as hitherto, at the height of about
a foot and a half from the floor. At a
distance of 200 feet from the starting
point, the belt takes an upward turn,
and after ascending four or five feet,
the matches begin their return trip.
Passing with the belt over the top of
the iron framework, at an elevation of
about seven feet, they come beck over
the splint maci:lne. enter the room
wheres the other machine is located, and
are there knocked out, the heads all
pointing in the same direction. Asthey
fall they are caught by a leather bet
which moves slowly and carries them

boy, placed in trays made for the pur-

,and taken to the packing room.
he a circnit once in
thirty minutes, and during the interval
several thousand matehes are finished.
The match produced is superior in
quality, and will light readily on being
drawn across the window aiass, This
is cluimed to be a crucial test, and in-

small
small packages then placed §

pasteboard
teenth of one-eighth gross.

cessfully brougut to this country; ana
on one occasion a lady of San Francisco
used one of them as a center plece on
the tahle at a dinner party, greatly to
the wonder and admirmation of her

jRuests, who could scarcely be con-

vinced that the almost microseropic
apples on the trees were genuine fruit,

And now comes the question—how is
the dwarfing done? The prineiple is
simple. The gardener merely thwarts
pature, He kuows that, to grow
properly, a tree requires sunlight, heal,

suil.
haveonly jnst enough of thesa to enabls
it to keep alive,

10 begin, he takes a little seedlingeor
cuttirg, about two inches high, and
cuts off its main root. He then puts
the plant in a shallow dish, with the

Bits of clay the size of a bean are put
in the dish, and are so regulated o
kind and gnantity as to afford the least
possilie food for the little rootlets which
have been left on the poor little tree.
Water, heat, and hLight are furnished
the struggling plant in just gufficient
quantities to hold hte in it without
giving it enongh to thriveon. In addi-
tion, any ambitions attempt to thrive,
in spite of thesa drawbacks, is checked
by clipping with nsharp knife or searing
with & red-hot iron

Vandals ln Wheeling.

The most sensatinnal attempt at grave
robbery which bas ever b ad was
made recently near Wheeling, Va. The
wonld-be despoilers of the grave are
neknown, and no cloe to their identity
has bean obisioed, but their work shows
thera to ba experts, and only the extra

ordimary security of the vanlt prevented
the sncoens of their effirts,

The scheme was s deep-laid one, be-
ing no less reckless and sacrilegions a
design then the stealing of the remains
of the kizht Hev, Bishop R. V.Whelan,
late Catholie bisbop of the diocese of
Wheeling, whose bones rest jo a vauls
beneath the Boor of the memo-
rial chapel at Mount Caivary cemetery,
in the eastern suburbs of the eity.

Bishep Whelen died in 1874, aod was
baried July T of that year in a secure
brick vaalt, the chapel afterward being
erseted over the spot. The only object
imaginable toinduce anattempt to steal
the body of the bishop is to seoure the
Inrge reward thot would probably be
offared for the r<tarn of the remains in
the event of thetheft bewng successfuliy
secomplished. Tha temptation which
the seclusion of the and the
distinetion of the deceased prelate unite
to throw in the way in the n{d
ghouls had been taken into considers-
tion, and the vaalt had been sarrounded
with unn-unlé:l : against lhiov-‘.
The door of obapel, tnoughs ¥y
bolted and locked, was foreed mwglh
the #id of a jimmy, Tho heavy floor of
the ronm was removed. The earth was
then dng out from one side of the vauit,
and a portion of the brick and stone
work was torn away. inseribad
plate on top of the vanit was siso
loosened from its fastenings.

It is sapposed from the condition in
which everything sbout the chapel and
vanlt was fonud on Friday mormog that
the wouid-be Tobbers worked al' nigu®
to accomplish their purpose, and foding
that they would be unable to finish their

[thnd:wmﬁmnl&mmbddﬂ the
koob sud taraed it, when, to his sur
prise, the dvor swnng open. The sex-
ton made a has'y examination of the

s and Wasappsreutis
Al right, but a closer serutiny revealed
the fact that the door fastenings had
been pried off and afterward replasad.
This I+d to a mora thorough search
with the result deseribed Word was
at once sent to B'shop Kain, and for
two nights armed officers wara secreted
in the chapel fally prepared to gvaa
decidedly warm welcome to the nootar-
oal visitors, shonld they agsin make
their which, howsver, tiey
failed to do.

Mgr. Sallivan stated that, in his
opinion, the ghouls could not hava
reached the cofflu containing the bishop's
remaing if they had been ted a fort-
night in which to accomphsh the work,
He considera the vault completely ghoul-
proof, bat there ia s differanes of ooiu-
ion in regard to this, Thare is in‘ense
excitement thronghont the eity cver the

The FPamion riary.

An eastern letter-writer says: It has
heen my privilege to witness what trav-
elers call the Perslan Passion Play. Thie
Persans ciaim that Ali, the son-ip-law
of the Prophet, was nghtfuily the m-
mediate sacressar to the kaliphate,

Upon the death of Huoesein (one of the
two sous of Al). the Perslans founded
their groat religious festival, which occurs
., and takes Its name trom, the month of
Moharem, In the Mohammedan year. Nt
only in thelr nwa country, but even in
Coostantinople, they celebrate the day
with a gmefl apparestly as fresh and poie-
pant as If the tragedy had occurred but
yesterday.

We passed the entramece, and found the
court packed. In the midst of athrong
were two faried banners, behind which
stood & horsa covered with rich Persman
shawls. Two looz lines of men were
drawn up facing each other at a distance
of twelve feet apart In a space whinh was
reachiy kept clear for them,

There were about 200, all with bare
shaven bends, their dress mainly & white
gntment extending from the neck—before
and behin®— fown 10 tne hips.

The Consul weleomed and gave us
chairs, and we sat down until the ceremo-
mes should commence. Ropes were
drawn tn front of as to defive the line of
march, snd at the same time to Keep the
moh away Ifrom ns. a stroog guard of sol-
diers with fixed bayonels standing in the
nng,

At intervals of about thirty feet ail
along the route of the procession stancards
were fixed m the ground, supporting ats
height of five or six feet lsrge recentacies
ot open lron work filled and heaped with
woond to furnish light for the ocoasion.

Men went around hhting the Asmbeaux
of which 1 have spoken. They blazed
high and brightly, making it very easy to
see with & good deal of distinetness wha®
wis 2oing on in the court.

Almost immediately afier they had been
lighted we heard the sound of what we
knew tn be thr procession on 1!s way. A*
first it was a chant that we hesrd, with a
sound as of bare feet op the pavement
keeping time to the rhvthm; thena wo'o:
would rise above the others, vet fine, clear,
and pure io tore, and, as it soared up the
other voices hushed, as did the music and
othe= sotunds around fn

It was the recital in Esatern song of the
harrowing story they commemo-ste, and
sung by one whose sale professtun is to
toueh the bearts of the hielrneis. The
voice was beautifuilly musical, and 1t

tifled 10 its effects on the people.

When it cessed s great shoul amse &8
of some pame of names uttered by all, and
then the chanting snd marching were re-
sumed.

1t seemed 8 long time for them 1 come

waist, and each thrashung hmw own back
with & hranch of chains, wh'ch he wiclded
with all his might.

After themn came 3 horse nich'y drckad
sod hearing a Hitle ;irl of som= three or
tour vears. absolutely swathed from head
o foot 1 blark.  Biack hunds panly coa-
cealed her fair list'e face, and with her |
nands. which were free, she was throwing
asheg over her hend,

She was followed by a lopg procession
of men beating their bare hreasts wih thatr
palma, some winlenlly, and all groaning,
**Hassao, Hussen,” to this accompani~

ment.

80 they moved past us very slowly, noly
a few inches at & ume, and we could see
that the regular beat, s of tramping feet,
we had heard at a distanca, was really
slope this body of men pounding thewr
chests,
Three times the procession moved be-
fore us In the same order, snd with the
same characteristics as at first, though
mnee rapidiy, and sesmingly with 1o-
eressed pumbera,
At the fourth circait of the knan, foliow-
im; the men with chans, whose backs
luoked biack whers they had been beaten,
but who were working with the same oo -
argy as before, were three horses. The
white trapplogs of the first were sprinkled
with biood. TUpou 1ts ssddle stoml two
white doves, whose plomage was dabbled
with blood, and upon the pummel of the
saddle were fastened two short. eurved,
naked swords  The second also had
bloody trappings, which was stuck full of
long feathers, made (0 represenl arroyws.
Then came the horse beariog the hitre
irl.
pBul after the breast-beaters who fol-
lowed we could at first sce a gleam of
white, and now asod them the gii'ter of
at=¢l; and when they came nesr 400 men,
with swords, and clad as I noted at first,
the white almoat eowversd with blood.
which Sowed freely from their beads, the
swords braodisned sad Bloodly, the men
howling lire demons.  Esch rlutched with
his left hand the girdle of his compsnion,
while he'used the sword in bis band to
hack awav at his own head,

had dried upon them.

Bome of them could pot walk alone,
10 be supported on each side; but
of them clung to their swords as it
they could mot trust them out of-thew

F - -
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Malne s Sardines,

Nige-ten'his of (Lt sar unes consimed
in the United States cowe from Muse.
Very tew of the roa! French fish are 1m-
ported pow. Taesa Yaoker sudinss are
oothing but =mall beering put uo in
boxes, with gandy labeis and French in-
sonplions. In Eatpourt there are uvine-
leen places where they Hira oo sardines,
hesides three at Labee, twn st Jones-
port, snd one each at Milhridge  Las.
mane and Koblansten  [o 15768 a NMew
York firm did a lucrative busiress pack-
mg C‘Hossian serdines’” in Eastport
Tiese were Tittle berring packed o small
wonder kegs and preserved with epicss
of different kinds. It ceourred to one
member of the Bres that these lLitle fsa
might be wutilizad to better adwaniage by
codiing them and vacking them in alive
ol, like the French sardives, The expen-
ment hwd beea tried soveral years befyrs
without sucress. The difflsully was to
eradicate the taste of the herrag. It was
easy to cook the hernog, pack them 1a
iive oll 3n tin cacs, sod sesl them air
tigh', but when they wera opened they
had nnt the rick, spicy flavor of Lhe rega-
uisr Freach sardines.  After s great many
expenments, one of the manuiaciurers
succeeded 10 prodacing s mixinre 5f ols
and spices which removed the difficalty.

The herring veed for making sardines
are ahout four ipches jong, and sre taken
in great qassliies alnng the Maise and
New Brunssic: ewmsi. They ean be
booght of the fsbencen for sbout §35a
bhogshend, aithoneh when the Osh sre
ecarce, 88 thev olen sre in Lhe spriug,
they bringss moch sa $13 a bogshead.
To edeh the 84k srua’l trees or brash aze
thrust into the sandy bottom of the ses,
arranged in & liee runniog out feom the
shore sone 75 or 100 feel, and thea curved
bask like n borseshoe, [oside this trap
apel. When the tide 13 [ulling the net is
ratsed, and the Nsh are taten oul with huge
scoop pets.  The ecates 13 always very
uceertain; som-times on'v & bushel or twy
will be taken. and ofien s0 many are
caught as o endaoger Lhe ool

There is avother way ot captunng ths
tah, Herning, itke mackersl, go Io
schools, and, fur some rewson, slwave 1ol-
jow the latt. Two or three fl-hermen
provide themselves witn torches made of
nlon batting sa'nrated wWith Kerosens,
snd on dark nights row a'onz ths shores
with & turch in e bowof the hoat. Whea
the schoo 14 fousd the Bernng dart after
the bost, comng s0 close Lhal they e
dipped up in nets atfacid o short poles
After being captured ihe fsi are tsken
immediaiely 10 the factory snd lad ln
beaps upon locg tahiles. Th* frat thing is
to decapilite and oiewa the s,  The dex-
terity with which this operation 18 per-
formed by the chi drea who are employed
1 remarkable. Unan averige sevenly-
five fish are cleanc] and decaprared every
minute by esch chud., Both operations
we performed with one sroke of & sharp
kaife. A iwx holdng ahodt & bushel hes
at the feet of each operalor, aud as the
cleanipg is comp.eted Lhe dsb sndz juto
the box. The pay for this works 18 ten
cents per hox, and sooe of the children
maks a dollar and a ball & day.

After being wusied tie berring are
prekied tor balf an bour, and are then Iaid
upop trays and pinced in a largs drying
rom bes'ed by steans.  After drying the
fsh sre tarown iato large, shallow pans of
boiling oil and thoroughly cooked. They
are them packed 1o tia Doxes by girls and
women, 804 io escl box 1w poureld & qlao-
tity of the paicw!l mixiie of msls aod
spiccs. Cowvers smre then ficted to the
boxes aod sealed by mea As aip
muost be exoig-fed + cans, when sealed,
sre placed io s tuok of botheg water whea
they remsin ball ao boar aud are then re-
moved sud placed on a2 wnelived plane, 8o

moisture, and nourishment from the |} i1ed and quavered throagh the liar he air tnsid ' ’
He takes measures to let the tree m:]o-;,. wtu‘lle i Ii‘ﬂ:; P:cdl‘i-.i. :t:tt:L:_ air inside rashes 1o oue corner of

This ¢oraer 3 punctured with
an awi, the bol air escapes, aod thacan
18 made sir-ligot by 8 drop of solder. The
boxes sre then orpanented will sitractive
French lubois, stating thas the inclosed are
“Sardines & I8 Frasenss,” soae are la-
beled “‘a 'buile a'olive.” The ol used W

cut exd of the root resting against a |t a i ht i . !

; i pr It pear esough Lor us to see them. | potton-seed oil, sach asis wad - o Soutn
stone, to returd its growth by prevent- | When they did core, we saw fi st the two | Curolina. - Sy
ing nourishment enfering that way. |papoers, then several men, paked 10 the | f o The best ol 18 nsed, bowever, for

[t1s oot always 1ha best quality

the deh sold as “proma ™

Brices-iirac,
A marshal of tne United States,
whose bailiwick comprehends an impor-
tant Southern Stute, tells 4 story of @
seizure recent iy wade und-r the revenue
lawsthat embineed four kegs =t whiskey
and oue keg of water. Wauen the usual
notice was published for the owaers of
the (roperty to come forward and de-
feud the libel proceadings, thersa was a
prompt response, so far as the whiskey
wis coacerned, but the unfortunate
runlet of aqua pura couid find no one
to put in an apvearance on its bebalf.
The spriis wers rescued f[rom the
cluteh=s of the iaw, and while the judge
wus filling oat the order to restore it to
its owners, the marshal spoke up and
said:
“This s-ttles the whiskey cass all
right, vour bonor, Lut what am I to do
with this keg of water?™
wSe!l it,” responded the judge briefly
as he hmded over the authorily to dis-
of this also.
“Bat, Judge, who in the thunder do
you suppose | can lind in the S.ate of
to bid on a keg of water?”
“That's all nght,” =aid the judge.
“You gn ahead, do your duty, and put
the property upatau:tion. You'll tind
bidders. Some one of these rud-nozed
old citizens here will buy it as a curi-
osity. It will be regardsd by them as
a piece of bric-a-brac, to ba pliced ina
prominent place in their parlogs.™

Pekla.

rekin 18 the only Cuivese clly with
straight sod broad strects, bt these are
eatirely withou! pavement of mascadam,
and, frequented by thousands of wehi-
cles, came's and horses, are full of mud-
holes, 1n the wile fltk of whicn the am-
mals are huried chest-derp 1o times of
maie, while In the dry scsson the biack
soll, riturated for centuries, is converted
into tbe finest dus'. whicl obscares the
stmosphere, impedes respiration and io-
vades the precmets of twe moat retired
private houses. The cliy 1§ totally ua-
sewerasl and uncleanly; garhage and or-
dure form repageant bilbeiws  before
every house; demd ammals purefly in the
streets without disjueung say one, sad
\be iphabitants of the male sex, with &
cyuicism which shocks newseomers among
the Earopesa population, attead 1o sil
the ealls of nature io the public street

Filthy pools of water 1 front of the
houses, mud, dust cha-ged with amumo-
pia and the scen's «f decomposing ani-
mal matier composs a sickenng atuos-
phere which nose can form an idea of
without experience. In no part of the
world does mendwity present iselt ander
more horrible [wms.  Amon? Dasses
razs without d fane color cun be seen
{aces and members with s/l the discol-
oratioas, wounds and deformines that can
be imagmed; squaid bexdyes and skeletona
hands that sessch whh andity for irsecy
para:ites apd carry them 10 the moulh




