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It seemned as if enormous weights were
hung on every member of his body,
absolutely prohibiting flight. The ser-
pent’s eyes appeared to give forth ablue
phosphorescent light, as they flashed 1n
the gloom. Slowly the creature began
to move its head in circles, as if to pro-
duce the same effect as the mesmerist,
who puts hissubjcct to sleep by passes
with his bands, Gradually e ooils
grew nearer to Lheir vietim.

Mr. Harlem savs he knew all the
time that the head was approaching by
degrees, and that the circles were
gradually narrowing. -He knew that
be was experiencing what is called the
fascination of serpents, but found it
impossible to break the spell. His
nerves seemed completely powerless
und his pulse scemed to stop, and his
skin was molst with perspiration,
Nevertheless, his mind was reasonubly
clear, an 1 the events of his life rin in
quick succession before his mental
vision. With anguish he thought of
the howe which he bad lert but a few
bours before, The fesling of helpless-
ness . eemed to increase.  Suddeuly he
thought of his gun. He dared not re-
move his eyes (rom the snake long
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bad dropped on the floor in his excite
ment, becanse he felt that the moment
be turned away fiom the creature it
would be upon him, Ie groped on
the toor with his right hand, and at
last found Lhe gnn and raised it to his
side. The snake was too near for him
to raise the gun to his sboulder, and
be simply held it at bis side and reached
buck until he felt the tigger.

At the deafening report he fell back
unconseions, and kenew no more until
be Jound s friends bathing his facs in
vinegar and water. It seems that his
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